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This resource covers the A Level Year 1 Edexcel Religious Studies specification
for Paper 3: New Testament Studies, and covers the following content:

The resource is split into the following sections:

Teacher’s Introduction

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material,

Social, historical and religious context of the New Testament

1.1 Prophecy regarding the Messiah

1.2 The world of the first century (and the significance of this context for
the life and work of Jesus}

Texts and interpretation of the Person of lesus

2.1 The Prologue in lohn

2.2 Titles of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels and selected ‘I am’ sayings in John
2.3 Miracles and signs

interpreting the text and issues of relationship, purpose and authorship
3.1 Interpreting the text
3.2 The purpose and authorship of the Fourth Gospel

Three A3 topic summary sheets labelled: [ (o EBI

These sheets are intended as a surmmary of the key material in each topic focusing on the main points rather
than the detaill, so that all important areas are covered without going intg too much depth.

Seven A3 subtopic summary sheets labelled @ to@ covering every subtopic. This presents
information on the topic revision sheets, but with additional detzi to provide more depth for further insight.

Seven A3 subtopic activity sheets labelled to. Each of these sheets covers gne subtopic and
provides write-on activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 subtopic
sheets themselves, but are also provided in a separate answer document {see section 5}, Exam-siyle
questions, modelled on those found in the A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon:

Boxes are provided for notes on these, though students should write full answers on additional paper.

Ad answer pages. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer guestions. Student-friendly, Edexcel-style mark schemes are also
provided for the exam-style questions.

The A3 summary and activity sheets can be given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
1o revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
to help the students engage with the information in a productive way.
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Answers

1. Students may write the following:
Prophecy - A religious prediction about events that will occur in the future.
Gospel - A Christian text that provides a record of Jesus’ life and teachings.
Messiah ~ A Jewish term for the prophesied saviour of the Jewish people, or for Chri
The Law ~ A term used hy Jesus and others to describe the rules and regulations
used as a legal and moral guide. Z

2. Students may write the following: A
Suffering Servant - A direct allusion to the figure prophesised in Isaiah, who is de
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities’. By connectirg Jesus with this figg
Jesus’ death was part of Old Testament prophecy and wanted fate.
The line of David - By connecting Jesus through teaching to Davidi
Jesus is Messiah by birth and theological! :

3y

tfom important jewish prog

&

w

Isaiah 7:14 - Virgin Birt
Micah 5:2-4 - Birt :

Hosea 11:1 - Flight to Eg
lehem Jeremiah 31:15 ~ The Ma

4a. Student ¥

23

to demonstrate the divinity of Jesus. For if Jesus was divine, why would he try to &
deliberately obscure this truth in his teachings towards audiences?

4b. Students may write the following:

1. Jesus may have intended to reveal his divinity or messiahship at the correc
too soon it might have drawn too much attention to jesus or meant the fina
crucifixion/resurrection would not have had the same impact.

2. The messianic secret is not an overall theme pervading the early Gospels. |
passages wrongly lumped together. When each passage is analysed indepe
and narrative reasons why Jesus would choose to downplay aspects of his

5. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers,

Clarify the ideas of fulfilment and prophecy around the birth narratives as

Matthew below. {10 marks}

o  The passage details the events of the virgin birth, a key part of the birth nar

® The virgin birth is a direct allusion to Isaiah 7:14, where it is said that itis a
references this passage in the third paragraph of the quote.

e  Thevirgin birth also reinforces the divine origins of Jesus, since he is said t
his father being God.

#  The prophecy in Isaiah connects this miraculous event with the Gld Testam
Jesus represents a continuity and fulfilment of Jewish prophecy. This imme
reading the Gospel that Jesus does not represent a radical departure fromt

¢  The virgin birth is not historically verifiable for modern audiences, but it st
funiction as a ‘proof text’ that encourages individuals engaging with the Gos
Jewish or Jewish-Christian Messiah.

Marks
Level awarded
O 0 . No content within the answer; antor able to garner a QQ PY Ra @ HT

PROTECTED

. A demonstration of ge, relevant language and term

éligious ideas/beliefs, potentially containing

d ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements or ot
answers, concluding with a judgement which is limited in scope.

e A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic, making mostly co

with sore mistakes,

2 46 ® Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mostly correc

® Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements or othe
concluding with a judgement which is sufficient.

9
a9

Education

® Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct use of term
throughout answer.,

3 7-10 ® Many exanmples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully correct stat

® Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements or othe
concluding with a judgement which is well reasoned and justified.

Topic on a Page for Edexcel Paper 3: Christianity {A Level Year 1) Page L of 1




Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.

The birth narratives do not need to be historical to be theologically importz%

{20 marks}

Arguments in favour:

¢  The birth narratives are intended to represent important themes of prophe
towards first-century audiences is not necessarily bound up with their hist

»  The birth narratives are intended to be 'keys’ that open up the rest of the G
introductions is o establish the central themes and motifs prevalent throu

e  The birth narratives aim to present Jesus as a new David or new Moses. Th
interpreted literally but are meant to show that Jesus is connected to impo
past.

#  Many of the events in the birth narratives do not match the histaorical recor
as theological talking points, rather than to represent rea] historical events

Arguments against:
#  Matthew takes time to detail impox;

birth. The author would no :
It was important fa

vents that match with th

Marks

Level Answer description

awarded

0

0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garner a iy

e

meaning/context.
® Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic links made.

s A small range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant language and te

8 Very few judgements made, and these are supporied by limited evid;

with some mistakes.
® Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links m,
® Sorae judgements made, but these are not fully supported by evider

5-8

® A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, making mostly ci

continuity throughout answer.
® Examples of religious tdeas/beliefs, with some logical Hnks made b
e Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence,

9-12

® Good demonstration of knowledge demonstrated with the correctu

® A demonstration of sirong knowledge on the topic, making general
terms and words in their correct context.

® Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of logical lin

s Logical judgements made on most parts of the question, and these ¢

13-16

s A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, making fully acc
and words in their correct context.

s Exarnples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical links made betwes

. Logical judgements made on all parts of the question, and these are

17-26

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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1. 1} Zealots
i} Seribes
iii} Pharisees
2. Students may write the following:
i} The successive occupations of Jewish territories, starting with Alexander the
ii} Theimportance of judea as a trading post for the Middle East means there w
iti} The spread of different influential philosophies such as Hellenism across the
communities were exposed to diverse ideas and beliefs. :
3. i}  Septuagint
ii} Philo
iii} Plato, Aristotle
4. The high priests and the Sanh ‘44 charge of ceremonies, sacrifices, rites:
Temple. They accord1 airs in each city, proscribing trials and pu
perceived o aw. They also cooperated with the Roman author
territoriy g there was peace and stability.
5. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.
Assess the impact of the Roman occupation on Jewish communities in the fi§
s The reaction towards the Roman occupation of Jewish communities was coti
positively towards the trade, infrastructure and cultural changes brought by
imposition of Roman laws, faxes and religion
s  Some groups, such as the Zealots, maintained a strong political opposition tf
establishment of a Jewish state using potentially violent and revalutiomary
® Others, however, such as the high priests and even the Pharisees, often coo
agreeing to rule so long as they maintained religious authority. Thus, they he
despite the Romans having military and political control over the region.
e  Some Jewish groups, such as the Essenes, separated themselves entirely frof
focused on strictly observing the law.
s  This mixture of groups and conflicting views led to a lot of political and socig
occupation, with many jewish communities awaiting a political Messiah wt
Despite this wish, the uprisings between 68 CE and 70 CE fed to a brutal Roz
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70 Cg.
Level Marlks ] Answer description
awarded
0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garner a$
® A demonstration of imited knowledge, relevant language and ter
meaning/context.
14 ® Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentially containin
no links made.
. Limited ability to use examples of Vlewpomts and judgements or of
answers, concluding with a ]udgement s limited in scope.
. A good demonstration of kno ic, making mostly C(E
with some mlstakes
5-8 . eas/beliefs, containing mostly correct
. xamples of viewpoints and judgements or 0’E:h+::'§:;
ding with a judgement which is sufficient.

eaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct use of ter e
hroughout answer.
Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully correct s
accurately made.
® Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements or oth

answers, concluding with a judgement which is well reasoned and

Topic on a Page for Edexcel Paper 3: Christianity {A Level Year 1) Page 3 of 14
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6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.
Did Hellenistic or Roman influences have a greater impact on the writing of
Arguments in favour of Hellenistic influences:
® There are lots of Hellenistic ideas fused with Jewish tradition in the Gospels

where the Logos {discussed in the Prologue) is a central feature of its theol
#  Jewish thinkers such as Philo had fused Hellenistic ideas with Jewish tradit
and the writing of the Gospels, suggesting that Greek philosophers had begug
scholarly thought.
e  Greek thought, culture and philosophy were most influential throughout the
Empire. This suggests that although militarily and politically powerful, the R
intellectual influence.

S

Arguments in favour of Roman influences: :
®»  Roman occupation brought greater trade and infrastructure to judea, increa;

and philosophies could influence local communit} :
#  The Roman occupation renewed interest in
the Romans and restore a Jewish stat

emierging from }ewmh%
led the rellglous social and;
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Level Answer description
awarded P
G 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garner a
® A small range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant language and ¢
; meaning/coniext.
1 1-4 y C e o
® Limited exaroples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic links reade.
® Very few judgements made, and these are supported by limited evid
® A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, making mostly
- with some mistakes,
2 5-8 s . . ; . .
® Some exampies of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links m
® Some judgements made, but these are not fully supported by evide
® Good deraonstration of knewledge demounstrated with the correct s
continuity throughout answer.
3 9-12 . 2 ) . . R
® Examples of religious ideas/bellefs, with some logical links made b
% Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence,
® A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, making generall
. terms and waords jn their correct context.
4 13-16 y o ) e ) SR
% Exampies of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of logical link
» Logical judgements made on most parts of the question, and these a
® A demonstration of strang knowledge on the topic, making fully ace
and words in their correct context.
5 17-20 e Exampies of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical links made betwee
® Logical judgerents made on all parts of the question, and these are
evidence.
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1. i} Jobhn 1:1-18
i} Logos/Word
iii} Morna Hooker

2. i} Light and dark
ii} Children of God
iit} Flesh and spirit
ivl Law, grace and truth

3. The stylised structure, metaphors and form of the Prologue mean that it stands at
which adheres to more standard narrative conventions. This has led scholars to s
developed element drawn from practices in the Johargi munity. {ts prese
beliefs in John means that it could well have he r sung in services as g
the Gospel format. f

duction to key theological ideas and theme
::leas about the divinity of Jesus and his relationship t
5 : it, the birth narratives in Luke and Matthew are much more
Jesus, set}y ._fft how the arrival of Jesus was a fulfilment of Old Testament pro
of salvation and hope for humankind.

4. The Prologue in John i<,

5. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.

Clarify the ideas about the relationship between jesus and God presented b

{10 marks)

¢  The passage featured comes from the beginning of the Johannine Prologue {
to John's Gospel which is intended to convey some of the key thenlogical id
rast of the narrative.

¢ One of the most important ideas featured is that Jesus is divine and effectiv
the first verse, where Jesus is talked about as the "Word’, who is pre-existent
beginning’. 5

s  This is very different from the presentation of Jesus in the Synoptics, wher
fohn instead has a more advanced theclogy, where Jesus as the Word is pre
creation alongside God.

e  The passage also talks of Jesus as life and the light of all mankind, shining th
draws this light/darkness metaphor to emphasise that Jesus is the one who
the world is the presence of God.

Level Marks Answer description
awarded
¢ Y ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garnera
® A dernonstration of imited knowledge, relevant language and terros
meaning/context. :
1 1-3 . Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentiaily containing s
no links made.
. Limited ability to use examples of viewp d judgements or ot
answers, concluding with a jud : imited in scope. COPYRIGHT
. A good demonstration 3£ oii the topic, making mostly co
with some mis PR@?EQTEQ
2 4-6 . Some :gious ideas/beliefs, containing mostly correc
K : e examples of viewpoints and judgeraents or uthe
3 ing with a judgement which is sufficient.
Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct use of term
B throughout answer. i
3 7-10 . Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully correct stat: i 9
® Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements or othe
concluding with a judgement which is well reasoned and justified. Qg

Education
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6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.
Assess the claim that the Logos Is the most important concept detailed withy
{20 marks} :

Arguments in favour:

¢  The Logos is the central term for understanding the divinity of jesus and hi
fts inclusion within the first passage of the Prologue indicates its iaportan
metaphors and titles used throughout the Gospel of John.

¢  The Logos is important as it is a key Hellenistic term used within a very Jev
Hellenistic and Jewish ideas which establishes fohn as a Gospel written for
and a Gospel that presents a universal call to salvation.

s  The Logos, in heing connected with the act of creation, helps us recast our
connection to the Old Testament from the earliest verses of John. [t enables
relationship to the rest of the metaphors and titles used throughout john a
interpreted alongside the Law.

Arguments against:

#  The Logos is important, but
in some respects. [t
that help us t :

® Th ‘

{201 us little about the nature of fesu
etaphors and images — whether they be li
| o Jesus really is apart from simply being divi
rately ambiguous term used by the author of John, suc
ng of Jesus onto it when reading the Prologue. It is thus design
BEan initial mystery that is gradually solved as one reads through th

important titles such as Son of God and Son of Man.
#  The concepts of Hght and dark are much more important as they reveal the
which is the part of John that has the most impact for audiences. While Jest
of that, Jesus’ divinity is only reinforced in the Prologue so that audiences ¢

Marks i
Level Answer description
awarded

G ¢ % No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garner a
# A small range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant language and t

1 14 meaning/coniext,
# Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic links made.
» Very few judgements made, and these are supported by limited evi
® A demounstration of limited knowledge on the topic, making mostly

5 5.5 with some mistakes.

® Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links m
® Some judgements made, but these are not fully supported by evide

® Good demonstration of knowledge demonstrated with the correct v
3 continuity throughout answer.

g-12 e , e oy
® Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links made b
® Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence.
® A deraonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, making general
io terms and words in their correct context.
4 13-16

. Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of logical lin
. Logical judgements made on most parts of the questicy, and these ¢

. A demonstration of strong knowledge o

and words in their correct cont
17-20 | Examples of religious idez
. Logical judgem

ic, making fully acc
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1.  Prophet, Manna of God

2. Students may write the following:

For: :

e  The Tam’ sayings often use metaphors and titles present in the Synoptics {&

e  Therestructuring of Jesus’ sayings into a new literary form does not mean
Synoptics are just as concerned with the revelation of Jesus' identity.

e  The Tam’ sayings have roots inn Jewish scripture, particularly Exodus, and t

style that Jesus historically used when tzaching audiences.

Against:
»  The structure and style of the T am’ sayings do not match the forms of teac
Synoptlcs (e.g. parables). This indicates that they m be hlstorlcaliy ac
#  The ‘Tam’ sayings are clearly structured to
historical events. They are instead me
¢  The ‘Tam’ sayings include m
Synoptics, where Jesu

3. The'lam’ gasng: luntly assert Jesus’ identity, his unique relationshi
religiou @SR as the Law. These kinds of assertions would be blasphemo
especial |1 us authorities such as the Pharisees, and for offending individua
punishments, especially because these declarations would be seen to be a provoc

4. The T am’ sayings have a distinctive stvle and structure, designed to reveal key the
and identity. However, this uniform structure is unusual and not a feature of the ot
generally muich more cautious about making direct proclamations about his ident
reflect the work of a Christian community that has more advanced theological idea
Gospel that does not just recount the major events and teachings of fesus’ life. If thi
and structure of the ‘T amy’ sayings may be an editorial decision by this community
understanding of fesus, with a distinctive presentation that is designed to reflect th

i

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.
Assess the theological function of the ‘T am’ sayings in the Gospel of John.
»  The'l am' sayings are a broad swathe of teachings featured throughout the
direct proclamations about his identity, often following a miraculous actand
o  They have a variety of theological functions. but one of their primary roles ig
identity and nature. Each focuses on a particular title or metaphor that is the
the reader progressively learns more about Jesus, his teachings and the pu
e  The Tam’ sayings thus ground these revelations in a specific, uniform moti
points of reflection for the audience, who would be able to recall the partic
ease. Thus, beyond revealing Jesus’ identity, they become easily recallable
e The repetition of the phrase ‘T ant’ is also itself a signal to the audience that
potentially the same as the Jewish God, for it recalls God's similar sayings i
s  Finally, they also play a key theological role in the narrative, provoking dis
audience and inviting further analysis of who Jesus is and the purpcse of hi

fd

Level Marks Answer description
awarded

¢ 0 . No content within the answer w. anior able to garner a

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

. A demonstration of ling; relevant language and terny
meaning/conf;

eligious ideas/beliefs, potentially containing

ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements or ot
wers, concluding with a judgement which is limited in scope.

A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic, making mostly co
with some mistakes.

Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mostly correc
# Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements or othe
concluding with a judgement which is sufficient.

9
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# Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct use of term
throughout auswer.

3 9-12 # Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully correct stat:

» Gond ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements or othe
concluding with a judgement which is well reasoned and justified.
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6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers. 3
“The “l am” sayings are solely intended to establish Jesus’ divinity.” Analyse \

5

Arguments in favour:

e  Every aspect of john, whether it be the 1 am’ sayings or the miracles, is das
raveal the true extent of Jesus’ divinity and power. Many of the key ‘1 am’ sa
Messiah or Son of God and establish his unigque relationship with God.

¢ Where [esus develops other ‘1 am’ metaphors, it is in the context of learnin
when Jesus declares himself to be the ‘Light of the World’, for the reader th
Prologue, where the metaphor of light is directly tied to Jesus’ nature as the

e  The 'l am’ sayings are generally found to be biasphemous by the religious a
declarations of divinity by Jesus. If they had some other primary meaning, t
anger or vehemence towards Jesus.

Arguments against:
e  The theological function of the ‘I am’ saying:
divinity, not simply to declare it. Tkz é

‘woKe discussion and d
ot the titles and metaphor

£
L3
context of the manna that God sent down to feed those following Mases thr
Marks .
Level Answer description
awarded

0 0 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garneray
® & sraall range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant langoage and teg

1 1.4 meaning/coniext. :
® Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic links made.
% Very few judgements made, and these are supported by limited evidg
# A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, making mostly

, - with sorme mistakes.
# Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links m
® Some judgements made, but these are not fully supported by evides
® Good demonstration of knowledge demnonstrated with the correct w

3 ) continuity throughout answer.

9-12 \ - e . . Coan
® Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with sore logical links made be
® Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence.
® A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, making generall
) terms and words in their correct context.

4 13-16 e . e . : — .
® Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of logical link
® Logical judgements raade on most parts of the question, and these ¢
® A dernonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, making fully acc

and words in their correct context.

5 17-20 |e Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with logical links made hetweer

. Logical judgements made on all parts of thu#istion, and these are
evidence. ; COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED
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1. i}  The Book of Signs
i} Turning of water into wine at Cana
iii} Raising of Lazarus

2. Students may write the following:

i}  Onefunctionis to gradually reveal lesus’ divinity and his power over the w

ii}  Another function is to provoke theological discourse around Jesus and his ¢
relationship to God.

3. Healing of the Official’s Son - This may highlight the ability of Jesus to act in ways:
the physical world, hinting that his work can continue after his death.
Healing at the Pool - This potentially indicates that ] ings have authority
should prioritise his teachings over mere obedi sh'traditiox.
Healing of the Blind Man - This potentiz: e (first-/second-century) au
always an easy path and may lez sation from one’s religious, cultural

4. john 20:31_22 i : y clear statements by the author and directly refi
that pecilisg @ us, his nature as the Messiah, and his teaching. But it al
performé y of the other signs, with the author selecting certain signs that

his divinity¥%nd so achieve salvation. It therefore gives an insight inte how john e
making in including certain narrative events and elements. :

5. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers. :
Assess the significance of the crowd’s reactions to Jesus’ miracle-working in
e [esus’ miracles are often performed in front of crowds, whose reactions varyg
However, often they are hostile, especially when ‘the Jews’ or the religious a3
s  Inone sensg, the crowd's reactions perform an important narrative functio
theological discourse and reflection upon the meaning of the signs given by
key elements of john such as the 'Tam’ sayings.
e  Inanother sense, the crowd’s reactions, especially when the religious autho
that lead to Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion. The gradual escalation in power an
working {e.g. the raising of Lazarus} eventually provokes the high priestsin
® Finally, the crowd’s reactions can often mirror the reader’s reactions, allow
into the signs performed by fesus. For instance, in the feeding of the five th
to declare he is the ‘Prophet wha is come into this world’, mirroring the kir
Level Marks Answer description
awarded
0 3 ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garner a
® A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant language and term
reaning/context.
] 1-4 ® Limited examples of religicus ideas/beliefs, potentially containing
no links made.
. Limited ability to use examples 0fv1ewp01nts and judgements or ot
answers, concluding with a judgement w imited in scope.
. A good demonstration of knowl , making mostly co Q@ PY Rﬁ @ HT
with some mistakes
2 5-8 o Some example P R@?EQTE D
. Some ah
judgement which is sufficient.
aching knowledge demonstrated with the correct use of term
oughout answer.
3 9-1 Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully correct stat: «
. Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgemernis or othe lg
concluding with a judgement which is well reasoned and justified.

ag

Education

Topic on a Page for Edexcel Paper 3: Christianity {A Level Year 1) Page 9 of 14




6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.
“The signs in John are solely intended to reveal jesus’ divinity in antncupaho‘\
this claim. {20 marks}) :
Arguments in favour:

e John 20:30-31 directly states that the signs ave written in order that the rea
structure and ordering, where each miracle is an escalation of the last, confi
intended as a way of revealing Jesus’ true nature and power. :

e  Many of the signs featured in John are unigue to John and highlight Jesus'd
the Synoptics. For example, the raising of Lazarus confirms fesus’ power ov
event, showing that Jesus should be considered divine even aside from his e}

e (ften the secondary messages and meanings behind the miracles relate to J&
manifests itself in the world. For example, the healing of the official’s son ang
Jesus’ divine powers are not linked to his physical presence. This provides h
that Jesus is genuinely God. :

Arguments against:
s  While the signs do reveal Jesus’
reflection and discourse ahk
to be considered as

Jesus, rather than another simple revelation about his power.
¢  The signs play an important narrative function in establishing the conflict b

authorities. Without this element there would be no narrative or theological
crucifixion and resurrection, which are the most important events in the Go
Level Marks Answer description
awarded
¢ ¢ % No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garner a n§
® A small range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant language and t
{ 1o meaning/context.
® Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic links made. #
® Very few judgements made, and these are supported by limited evidg
® A demounstration of lirnited knowledge on the topic, making mostly
with some mistakes.
2 5-8 - e - . I
® Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links m
® Some judgements made, but these are not fully supported by evide
® Good demonstration of knowledge demonstrated with the correctu
4 9.12 cantinpity throughout answer.
N T ® Exampies of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links made b
® Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence.
® A dernonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, making general
F terms and words in their correct context.
4 13-16 o . : . ot
. Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of logical link
. Logical judgements made on most parts of the question, and these a
. A demonstration of strong knowledg ipic, making fully acc
and words in thelr correct co te ¢ : Q@ PY Rﬁ @ HT
5 17-20 ical li > 2
. PROTECTED
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1. 1}  Exegesisis the process by which scholars attempt to find the objective or v
text, as recognised by the author and audience.

ii} The Synoptic Problem is a set of academic issues in understanding the com
which, due to their distinctive similarities in narrative and structure, seem
sources.

ili} Marcan priority is the view that Mark was the Gospel historically written fi
Mark as a primary source for their Gospels.

iv} The Griesbach hypothesis is the view that Matthew was written first, with M
reinterpretation of Matthew. E

2. 1}  Redaction criticism
ii} Form criticism
ili} Source criticism

3. Mark
Matthew (Luke might b
Luke
John

gside since they potentially were written

4. ) is a hyp®®iEtical, lost text that Matthew and Luke drew from when writing the
their primary source. There is no scholarly agreement as to what form Q@ would |
another complete Gospel or a collection of sayings, but scholars generally agree i
source hypothesis for explaining material that is cornmon to Luke and Matthew (%
unigue to these Gospels. E

[¥21

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers, :

Assess the significance of the Synoptic Problem for understanding the Gosp:

e  The Synoptic Problem refers to the issues in understanding how the first tb
Luke ~ were composed. As they all have distinctive similarities in their stru
into how they were written potentially gives information on who their auth
and why they were written.

»  The most important part of the Synoptic Problem is understanding where t
Gospels comes from, and where the divergent material comes from. Genera
written first, with Matthew and Luke using it as a primary source due to th
Gospels that is similar to that of Mark.

e  This possible dependence shows that the Synoptic Problem can reveal key
of the Gospels, for where there are differences between the texts, it can pot
Matthew and Luke changed Mark, and highlight the reasons for these edito

»  Furthermoere, these changes can give a broader understanding of the histor
Where there are significant agresments about a particular event in the min
indication that such an event was historically confirmed by multiple sources;

Marks o
Level Answer description
awarded
0 0 . No content within the answer which is relevariior able to garner a
. A demonstration of limited kno language and term
meaning/context.
1 1-4 . Limited exampleg eas/beliefs, potentially containing
no links :
. Li use examples of viewpoints and judgemerts or othy

cluding with a judgement which is limited in scope.

ood demonstration of knowledge on the topic, making mostly co

_ with some mistakes. :

i 58 |e Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing mestly correct

e Some ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements or othe
concluding with a judgement which is sufficient.

® Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct use of terms;
throughout answer. :

® Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully correct
accurately made.

® Gaod ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgernents or athe
concluding with a judgement which is weli reasoned and justified.

[oN]
0
L
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6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.
“The two-source hypothesis is not a satisfactory explanation for the compos;
Analyse this statement. {28 marks} f
Arguments in favour:

s  While Matthew and Luke do share some material not present in Mark, this dg
material was solely derived from one source ‘J'. tt might have been a collecty
various proto- Fospeis.

s The () hypothesis does not easily explain the existence of unique material (M
Luke. There are good reasons on this basis to at least argue for a four-source
authors had access to their own extra sources.

e  The fact that scholars cannot agree what form Q must have had indicates th
coherent with how oral and written sources were passed down in anclent t
variety of oral traditions and written texts were in circulation in the early
been used to compose the Gospels. :

Arguments against:
® The sheer volume of material commz:;

source that Matthew and Lu i
® The existence of uni

atthew and Luke suggeasts tha;

L
® MTCessary to posit extra sources when the composition of the Gospels§
two-source hypothesis.
Marks L
Level Answer description
awarded
G ¢ # No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garner a
» A small range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant language and ¢
1 14 meaning/context
» Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic links made.
® Very few judgercents made, and these are supported by lirnited evide
® A demonstration of limited knowledge on the topic, making mostly
- with some mistakes.
2 5-8 - . ) : N
® Some examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links m
® Some judgements made, but these are not fully supported by evide
® Good demonstration of knowledge demonstrated with the correct v
. continuity throughout answer.
3 g-12 e e oy
® Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links made bet;
® Some judgements made, mostly supported by evidence. :
® A demonstration of strong knowledge on the topic, making generallyé
terms and words in their correct context.
4 13-16 . e . . ) r e iy E
® Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of logical link¢
% Logical judgements made on most parts of the question, and these a
® A demonstration of strong lnowledge on the topic, making fully ace
and words in their correct context.
5 17-20 | Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with loglcn‘ links made betwee
. Logical judgements made on all parts stion, and these are
evidence. Q@PY&%@HT
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923

i}  Spiritual Gospel
i} 93%
iil) CHDeodd

The style and theology of john indicate that it has a much later date of authm‘shi;%
written by an apostle of Jesus. Moreover, the different elements of John and the w
multiple individuals may have been involved in its compaosition, rather than a sing
that a wider community played a role in its authorship.

The later date of authorship potentially explains why John is often called a ‘Spirits
and 110 c, it is likely that other Gospels were already in circilation around the e
likely to have mirrored the Synoptics in style. The au n this might hav
diverged from this style and address the is
the increasingly developed theology nf
speculate about the wider purp;

Christian communities were increasingly separating themselves from the synag
within john may at least be partially addressed to followers facing the ramificati

Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.

Assess the significance of the claim that John was written for both a jewish

e Traditionally, there has been a lot of scholarly discussion about the extent t
influences within John, although many modern scholars have stressed the ¢
references made throughout the narrative.

#  Scholars such as C H Dodd have claimed that john was written by a fewish
message of Jesus to a non-Jewish audience. Through the use of non-fewish
Prologue, there are key passages which combine Jewish and Gentile concey

e«  Compared to the Synoptics, explanations of Jewish beliefs and geographv a
john, suggesting that the author was keen to make sure Gentile audiences
Gospel.

s+  However, there are also plenty of instances where important 0ld Testament;
discusses important Jewish practices {such as the Sabbath} and teachings {si
was still also aimed at a Jewish audience as well as a Gentile one.

Level Answer Description

Marks

Awarded

Y

¢ % No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garner a

# A demonstration of limited knowledge, relevant language and term:
meaning/coniext,

. Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potentially containing
no links made.

. Limited ability to use examples of viewp
answers, concluding with a judges

1-4

d judgements or ot
imited in scope.

. A good demonstration;s o1 the topic, making mostly co
with some mig

5-8 . Some

;pious ideas/beliefs, containing mostly correc
e examples of viewpoints and judgements or othe
ing with a judgement which is sufficient.

Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the correct use of term
throughout answer.

Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containing fully correct s
accurately made,

Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and judgements or othe
concluding with a judgement which {s well reasconed and justified.
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6. Students may talk about the following ideas within their answers.
Analyse the claim that fohn is a ‘Spivitual Gospel'. {20 marks)
Arguments in favour of john as Spiritual Gospel:

®

Arguments against John as Spiritual Gospel:

John is so different in style and substance from the Synoptic Gospels, it requ
text, especially when it is very difficult to historically verify the material un
The Prologue in john, with its discussion of the Logos, indicates that it has:
the Synoptics, and is a more spiritual discussion of the nature of Jesus rather
document the events of his life,
There are lots of spiritual metaphors used throughout fohn, particularly in
to elevate one's ordinary understanding of Jesus and reveal aspects of his d
Synoptics where theological discussion is often centred around ethics and
The later date of authorship of fohn and the possibility of it being a two-lev
potentially has a broader theological purpose in the context of the fohanniy
much more developed theology by the time of its writing

e

#  The stylistic differences in John do y'mean the author did not:
historical events of Jesus’ m : , they might simply have attempt
theological ideas in Gospel narrative.

e  John might hz Ot Nistorical sources from the Synoptics, explainis
ancgliis 3 ‘were previously overlooked.

®  The i8¢ ics contain just as much discussion of spiritual and theological id
pot being edited in a stylistic manner to present a particular theslo
lesus. :

s Many of the broad narrative events in John (e.g. the miracles and the resurrg
presented in the Synoptic Gospels, suggesting that john was still broadly con
even if some parts of the Gospel were edited differently. :

Level A\fziﬁ d Answer Description 5
¢ G ® No content within the answer which is relevant or able to garner a
® A small range of demonstrated knowledge, relevant language and t
1 1-4 meaning/context.
® Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with basic links made.
® Very few judgements made, and these are supported by limited evi
® A dernonstration of imited knowledge on the topic, making mostly
2 5 g with some mistakes.
® Some examples of religinus ideas/beliefs, with some lngical Huks m
® Some judgements made, but these are not fully supported by evide
® Good demonstration of knowledge demonstrated with the correct u
3 9.1 continuity throughout answer,
® Exampies of religious ideas/beliefs, with some logical links made b
® Some judgements made, raostly supported by evidence. :
® A demoustration of strong knowledge on the topic, making general].y?
) . terms and words in their correct context
4 13-16 . . . . . . .
. Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide range of logical links
. Logical judgements made on most parts of the question, and these z
. A demonstration of strong knowledg ic, making fully acc
- and words in their correct cont :
5 17-20 L . :
. Examples of religious i vith logical links made between;
e Logical judgemasis¥ parts of the question, and these are cé

Topic on a Page for Edexcel Paper 3: Christianity {A Level Year 1) Page 14 of 14

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

[

ag

Education






