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Teacher’s Introduction

This exam guide is for teachers and students following the A Level Religious
Studies Edugas — Christianity {component 1: option A} part of the 2016
syliabus.

Always check the exam hoard
webhsite for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assassment material.

For A Level Religious Studies, students sit three exams: A Study of Religion
{component 1)}, Philosophy of Religion {component 2} and Religion and Ethics
{component 3}, This exam guide will focus on the component 1: A Study of Religion: Christianity option only.

This guide includes an outline of the specification as provided by Edugas, exam tips, mark schemes and sample
and practice questions and answers. There are answers from different bands. Those answers that would not
score full marks have commaents explaining why they were not awarded full marks.

There are also some activities, These are designed to help teachers and/or students through the various answers,
Obviously, this exam guide does not contain every possible guestion or answer. The questions and answers are
meant as a guide only.

The best way to use this guide is to ask students to look at a proposed question, try to answer it thermnselves, and
then check their answer against the mark scheme and answers provided in this guide. This is one of the activities
suggested in the beginning of each section.

Teachers can also use this exam guide to mix and match questions in order to create practice papers and mock
exams. Students can use this exam guide to create their own practice papers at home in preparation for the
exam. The model answers and mark schemes are available to make it easier for the teacher and student to mark.

This guide shouid not be used as the only resource for preparing students for the exam. Students should have
studied the material that they have been taught first. This guide will then provide students and teachers with
extra support on how to structure their answers and what to include and what not to include.

February 2023
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The specification

Students will be examined on the contents of the Edugas specification. For full

Here is a brief overview of the Christianity section:
¢  Theme 1: Religicus Figures and Sacrad Texts {year 1}
o Jlesus~—his birth
o Jesus -~ his resurrection
The Bible as a source of

thority in daily life

nd Sacred Texts {year 2}
i source of wisdom and authority
® Church {in Acts of the Apostles)
o Two views of lesus
o lssues
¢  Theme 2: Religious Concepts and Religious Life {year 1)
o The nature of God
o The Trinity
o The Atonement
o lssues
e  Theme 2: Religicus Concepts and Religious Life {(vear 1)
o Faith and works
o The community of believers
o Key moral principles
o lssues
¢  Theme 3: Significant Social and Historical Dev
o Attitudes towards wealth
o Migration and Christianity
Religion, equali

%

Raligicus Thou \

7

: Social and Historical Developments in Religious Thougs
s from secularisation
o Challenges from science
o Challenges from pluralism and diversity within a tradition
o lssues
*  Theme 4: Religious Practices That Shape Religious identity {year 1}
o Religious identity through diversity in baptism
o Religious identity through diversity in Eucharist
o Religious identity through diversity in festivals
o lIssues
¢  Theme 4: Religious Practices That Shape Religious identity (year 2}
o Religious identity through unification
o Religious identity through religious experience
o Religious identity through responses to g fnjustice
o lssues E

is exam guide. It has also been made

This is also the layout of
e 11 nal exams {see next page}.

1o use whe
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Checklist

1{

Year 1)

lesus — his birth

1

Year 1)

fesus — his resurrection

The Bible as a sourge and authority

: Bible as a source of wisdom and authority

The early Church {in Acts of the Apostles)

Two views of Jesus

issues

The nature of God

The Trinity

The Atochement

issues

Faith and works

The community of believers

Key moral principles

issues

Wieligion, equality and discrimination

Attitud

d Christianity in the UK

issues

Challenges from secularisation

Challenges from science

Challenges from pluralism and diversity within

3 {Year 2) a tradition
3 {Y¥ear 2) issues
4 {Year 1) Religious identity through diversity in baptism
4 {Year 1) Religious identity through diversity in Euchari

4 {Year 1) Religious identity through diversi

4 (Year 1) issues

4 (Year 2) Religious ah unification

4 {Year 2 ‘ bntity through religious experience

4 (Year 2) pOJiiczl;sa;dde?;ii‘;t’zfs;ough responses to

4 (Year 2) issues

Year 1 also corresponds with the topics required at AS Level.
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The exam

The A Level Component 1: A Study of Religion paper will be:
2 hours and worth a total of 100 marks.
This is 33.3% of the final award.,

Students answer one question from Section 4 {out o
{out of a choice of three questions). :

f two questions);

5% R

Each guestion consists of ©
Part a} is out of 20 ros
Partbliso

maximum 25 minutes on this guestion
end maxirnum 35 minutes on this guestion

Answers to par é} guestions shouid demonstrate knowledge and understanding%
{Assessment chjective 1 or AC1). :

Answers to part B} must analyse and evaluate with regard to aspects of and apmér::
belief (AQ2).

Tips

There follow some invaluable tips on how to pass the exam. Some of these tips &
important to remember them.
1. Remember to read the question carefully and to answer the guestion. A go
answering the question is to link your point to t ,ideally at the e
2. Hyou have time left, it means you are not ki
3. Avoid repetition. So do not repes | not get extra marks. Rep
lack integration and/or s

P

Read throtigh your answers when you have finished, checking for any incon
sections, and underdevelopment.
6. There should be a structure to your answer. It is advisable 1o follow the stm
P = point f
E = svidence/illustration
E = explanation
L = link back to the guestion

This wili be explained further in each section. COPYRIGHT
| PROTECTED

Further tips will be given in the examiner’s comments.
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Examiners will be using a general mark scheme to mark the candidate’s answer &

expect for a specific answer. This can be viewed on the WIEC/Edugas website: zn

The following generic band descriptors should give y of what kinds of ﬁ
and which do not: 5
Cuestion a (A1} .
Demonstration of knn erstanding of religion and belief, including

1 and/or ethical thought and teaching

= religio :
e  influeny liefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities, an:
&  CAUSe 3 signiﬁcance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching, and
#  approaches to the study of religion and belief

Level i‘g::;s What type of answer
e  Detailed, precise, and relevant knowledge and und

belief demonstrated. E

e Abroad and focused response which answers the c

e  There is depth and/or breadth with excelient, refews

and/or other evidence.

5 17-20 e Detailed and precise references to religious scriptus:
of wisdom.

#  Insightful and relevant
by L

¥ views that are unde

ninclogy used throughout and correct

se and relevant knowledge and understanding§

‘demanstrated.

A detailed and focused response which answers th :

#  There is depth and/or breadth with good, relevant
other evidence.

4 13-16 . . .
¢ Precise references to religious scripture and releval
s  Correct and relevant connections made to other ap
#  Aselection of scholarly views that are understood
most part. ‘
#  Specialist terminclogy used correctly,
&  Mainly precise and relevant knowledge and under
demanstrated. Z
¢  Answers the guestion in a general way.
s  There is depth and/or breadthd.ssome areas and SN
3 9-12 e . ;
& eligious scripture ang

tections are made to other approaches.
tA'pasic selection of scholarly views that are unders;
Specialist terminclogy used mainly correctly. :

Exam Preparation Pack for A Leve! Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 5 of 103
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Warks
Level Band What type of answe

®  Partial knowledge and understanding of religion ary

Basic level, '
s Answers the guestion in a basic way. 5
®  There is limited depth and/or breadth in some arezé

onnections to other approaches made. '

Some specialist terminology used mainky correctly :

Very basic knowledge and understanding of religi

imprecision and lack of relevance in parts. A

¢ Answers the guestion in a basic way, lacking focus '

s Thereis a lack of depth and/or breadth in some a
examples and/or other evidence.

1 1-4 ¢ Hardly any references to religious scripture and re
of wisdom.

e  Hardly any scholarly views used. :

¢ Hardly any connections made to other approaches

®  Basic use of specialist terminclogy (maximum 2 m
pockets of knowledge shown)

4] 0 Nothing worthy of credit

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Question b {A02}
Demonstration of analysis and evaluation of aspects of, and approaches to, reli
significance, influence, and study,

farks :
Level Band What type of answer

&  Petailed and convingin
®  The answer conviaciig
e  Detailledyd

alysis and insigh

ly views are understood correctly, are releva
Insightful analysis of the connections between the
approaches studied.

#  Specialist terminology used throughout and correc
s Focused analysis and effective evaluation of the is
The most important points raised by the guestion
Focused and clear views are given with relevant ev
Scholarly views are understood correctly, are relev
Focused analysis of the connections between the
approaches studied.

&  Specialist terminology used correctly.

*  Mainly focused analysis and evaluation concernin
¢ Most of the points raised by the guestion are addr
s  Most of the views are supported with relevant evi
3 13-18 e Scholarly views are understood in a general way, a

mostly used appropriate;
s  Reasonable analyisi

4 1924

nections between t

minology used mainly correctly.
cine relevant analysis but evaluation may be inco
Limited number of points raised by the question a
Limited attempt to justify the views, supported by
analysis.

. e ¢  Scholarly views are used in a basic way and are so
2  Some analysis of the connections between the var
studied. A
¢ Somes specialist terminology used mainly correctly 5
¢  Basic analysis and limited evaluation.
®  Some relevant points have been identified. :
#  Hardly any justification, evidence and/or logical ang
1 -6 ®  Few scholarly views mentioned. COPYRIGHT
e Limited analysis of the connections between the va{ PROTECTED
studied.
¢ Basic use of speciali
4 0 Nothing worthy '
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Practice questions

Section 1: The birth and resurrection
of wisdom and authority in dai®

Jesus — his birth, Jesus — his re:
studied in vear 1 of th

sus and the F;

g he Bible as a source of wisdom an:
“a) guestions, examining AQL, will be based
ncy and credibiiity of the birth narratives {Matthe
and redactzon interpretation and application of the birth na
incarna {substantial presence and the kenotic model).

fesus — his resurrection: The views of Rudolf Bultmann and N T Wrighton t
event to history; interpretation of and application to the understanding of
and the afterlife, with reference to Matthew 10:28; lchn 20~21; 1 Corinthis
The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority in daily life: The ways in wh
authoritative: as a source of moral advice {Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; Luke 6:36

119:9-16; Psalm 119:105-112); as teaching on the meaning and purpose of
Ecclesiastes 9:5-9) and as g source of comfort and encouragement {Psalm 4

Exam-siyle guestions:
1.
2.

Examine the views of N T Wright on Jesus’ resurrection.

Examine how the Bibie is a source to teach the meaning and purpose of izf

The paragraphs should start with:

or PEEL (with at least three paragraphs with this structura).

Part b) guestions, examining AQ2, will be based on the following issues:

POINT — for example: ‘Wright is an
The Resurrection of the 5on ¢
EVIDENCE / EXAM :

n and previous Bishop c

REFERENCE(S) — for example: ‘In this bo%

: dead in physical form and that this is an indica
. how the evidence / exampile / textual references illustrate

g s that Jesus’ resurrection is not a myth by examining the cultué
and lews. These were the two dominant intellectual cultures around at the:
cultures have thoughts on...
LINK — for example: ‘For Wright this means that there is ‘fife AFTER “life afte;
have a new transformed, emboedied life after “a period of being bodily dead

The extent to which the birth narratives provide insight into the doctrine of}
The relative importance of redaction criticism for understanding the biblical
The nature of the resurrected body. E
The historical reliability of the resurrection.

The relative value of the Bible a i mearning and purpose of li**é""

The extent to which the P ﬁ@r a guide to living for Christians.;

Exam Preparation Pack for A Leve! Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 8 of 103
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Exam-style guestions:
3. ‘Redaction criticism is essential for understanding the birth narratives.” E
4. "The resurrection body is different from the earthly body.” Evaluate this i

These guestions require two or more sides to an argument {an argument for or 2
counterargument to that argument) followed by an evaluation. Itis a good idea
each point that is made. A way o structure the ans stlow the pattern ¢

Section 2: The Bible as a source of wisdom and author
and two views of Jesus

o POINT
s ARGUMENT
o  COUNTERARGUMENT
e EVALUATIC
or PACE {w st two arguments and counterarguments).

This section is usually studied in year 2 of the A Level. Part a} guestions, examin

following content: :

¢  The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority: How the Christian biblical
views on the Bible as the word of God: different understandings of inspirat
inspiration; the subjective view of inspiration; lohn Calvin's doctrine of ace

#  The early Church {in Acts of the Apostles}: lts message and format: the ker
with reference to Acts 2:14-39; 3:12-26. The challenges 1o the kerygma {(wil
value objective of the speeches in Acts and the work dolf Bultrmann).
message to suit the audience.

¢  Two views of Jesus: A comparison of t
reference to their different met
the social revolutionar
Jesus would hays
artic 3

“key scholars, includin

ohal Gospels; sesing lesus as a produ
; bs’ time. Wright: lesus the true Messiah; crityy
ews’; ; seeks to find the best explanation for the tr’rdatg

Exam-style questions:
5.  Examine the views of C H Dodd on the kerygmata,
6. Compare the views of lohn Dominic Crossan and N T Wright on Jesus.

The paragraphs should start with: '

e  POINT ~for example: ‘Dodd’s main message is not to confuse the kerygma
although they can contain these as well, The kerygma is an event; it is the
resurrection of Jesus that marks the beginning of the ‘Age of Fulfilment’,

e EVIDENCE / EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S) — for example: "As a resu
and Acts in particular, is meant to be experiential where its readers learnm
experience a joyful transformation because, as Dodd states: ‘the main burds
unprecedented has happened: God has visited a- med His people... :

EXPLANATION of how the evsdence / ex; references liiustrategg3
is something to be joyful about & ns, because it indicates that God§

is expressed in the f

: earth...’ ,
® LENK fo vay Dodd demonstrates how the kerygmais an

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

or PEEL (wit st three paragraphs with this structure).
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Part 2 b) guestions, examining AQ2, will be based on the following issues:

®  The extent to which the Bible can be regarded as the true word of God.
Whether the Christian biblical canonical arders are inspired, as opposed to
The extent to which the kerygmata {within the areas of the Acts studied} is
Whether the spaeches in Acts have any historical value,
The validity of using critical realism to understand Jesus.

& & @ @ @

Exam-style questions:
7. ‘The Bible is the true
3. ‘Criticai realism

These quest! uire two or more sides to an argument {(an argument for or &
counterargument to that argument) followed by an evaluation. 1t is a good idea
each point that is made. A way to structure the answer is to follow the pattern c
s POINT :
e  ARGUMENT

e COUNTERARGUMENT
s  EVALUATION

or PACE {with at least two arguments and counterargumentis).

Exam Preparation Pack for A Level Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 10 0f 103 &
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Sample answers

Here are some answars to these questions. Not all answers would be awarded fi

examiner’s comments at the end of this section explain why. Students could tr
them to develop their exam skills:

Section 1: The birth and resurrection of Jesus and the E:\
wisdom and authority in daily life

Questions Part a — testing AQL

1 1. Examine the views of N T Wright on Jesus’ resurrection.

Example 3 :
The resurrection of Jesus is a pivotal event in the Bible confirming Jesus is ¢

the dead after he was crucified and buried. Christians believe that if they
e

they too will be resurvected and enjoy an eternal [if the physical bos,
sy Matthew 1028

reported in several books in the New Testams
this event as a true hishy

and Philippions 1:21-24. N T W

symbolic, wiich would be by Rudolf Bultwann, for example.

Wirigh Reologian and previous Bishop of Durham, wntil 2016

Cin this book, Wright discusses how Jesus was actually vafs

and that this is an indication that he is the Messialh.  This event was a his
hoppened. Wright proves that Jesus' resurvection (s not a wayth by exami
Greeks/Romans and Jews. These were the two dominant intelfectual cult
Both these cultures have thoughts on veswvection. In Gireek philosophy, P
in the aftevfife and about reincarmation. tn Judaism, theve is veference to
Testament. Dandel 12, for example, talks about ‘multitudes who slecp in
some to everlasting life’ (Daniel 12:2). Wright explains how the Jewish id

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

vesuriection but there is uncertainty about whether the resurvected body
from the original body. Some Jews — the Sadducees, for example — do n

The Pharisees, on the other hand, do, and some also belizve in the coming

not Jesus. [t was from these influences that Ch wemerged claiming

» vody. In John's Gospel
esuﬂactad, but with the ability
whe AFTER “life after deati’ wheve Chris

fe after ‘a peviod of being bodily dead:. Z

proof of this is the resurvection of his
him as proof that he had
Wright this means

Wiright 4150 studies early Chwistianity in ovder to support his idea of bodily
believe in the resurrection of the body. In fact, anyone wio denies it, den

by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:12-14. He says: if there (s no resurrection 0f§
has been vaised. And i Christ has not been vaised, our preaching is useless ;

Exam Preparation Pack for A Level Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 110f 103 &




Christians, resurvection marks the beginning of a new life, not a return to
claim that Jesus’ resurvection marks a renewal of creation and that creatiog
new earth for remewed bodies when Jesus returns, the Second Coming of C

Wiright alse rejects any claims that Jesus did not die on the cross, which is
b was not rob
vimed body. The

Roman crucifixion was a sure way to kill someone. Hi

convinced they had seen Jesus alive in a new
because visions do not lead people t person has been resurvect

he Messial and the Son of God. &

believes that Jesus was resy

n of Jesus is an important event for Christians. It proves to,

death ard that life will involve a new and transformed physical body. N
that this literally happened is outdated and it has symbolic meaning rather:

Wright believes that we should demythologize the Bible which means we she
message 1t is trying to give us. One of those myths is the resurvection of J

way have believed it was true that Jesus was resurvected, they belonged to;

people are vot likely to believe such things happen as it goes against all scie

£

come back to fife after days of being dead. People nowadays are unlikely
because they cannot be proved but that is not important. Wright, theref
resuvvection is symbolic for victory of Christianity. Everyone who follows
said to be resurvected from non-belief. Wright believes that it is not imp
vesurirected or not, but that resurrvection stands for: val of faith. Chis
resurvection of a physical body to litevall ’ '

2. Examine how the Bible is a source 1o teach the meaning and purpose of |

COPYRIGHT
Example 1 PROTECTED

One of the main purposes of the Bible is to help guide Christians away from

as they have inherited it from Adam, who com original sin. The:

erent parts of the B

vepent for their sing and show God that they ave obedient. Although huma
is still a chance to be saved by using theiv free will in the right way. The
various people have been rewarded for theiv obedience. For example, Abr:

Exam Preparation Pack for A Leve! Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 12 of 103



his son when God asked him to in ovder to show his obedience and faith
guidelings on how to vemain faithful to God in the form of laws, poetry a
Ten Commandments.

One common way of viewing the meaning and purpose of life is to see life &
and his creation. in Genesis humans are made in God

age and likeness,

pect to them ang

Example 2 :
One of the main purposes of the Bible is to haln stians away frows

history. [t gives people meaning andy; ticir life by leoking at how

the faithful are rewarde fined in different ways in different

sinfess fife is not iWle also teaches Christians how to find God

Starting with the first book in the Bible, Genesis, human beings are wade i
purpose of acting as Cod's stewards on earth. Humans were given free wil
committing the original sin, of disobeying God and. eating from the tree of &
have inherited. This is something St Augustine is keen to emphasise when e

Although huwmans have this inherited sin, there is still a chance to be saved..

Abraham that his descendants (the twelve Tribes of Israely will inherit the

it states: I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Moses saving the [sraelites from their enslavement by Equpt. After this, t
wilderness, the Exodus. To make sure they work together peacefully, God
2 divides the Pro

Commandments. After Moses dies Joshua takes over. '
‘ re conqueved. S

These tribes are sometimes unfaithful to God o

{siragl, then David and Solomon. They ted away from God ang

ck to faith in God. Whenever ;
others. This sabvation history illustrates

such as Hosea and isaioh, to |

AYe CONSLGUENCES O

't gives wmeaning and purpose for why Christians s

The Bible also contains guidelines on how to remain faithful to God in the

Psafva 11.9: 916, for example, explaing how a young person should stay
straying from God's comwmands. Ecclesiastes (s also a book that offers guid
q, verse 9 advises wen to ‘enjoy life with your wife, whowm you love, all th

Exam Preparation Pack for A Leve! Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 13 of 103



God has given you under the suww’. This points to the fact that theve (s moy
possessions and that there is a wmore meaningful life when humanity is veun

The New Testament focuses on the {ife of Jesus who is ‘the way, and the ti
Jesus s the Son of God For Christians, one of the Trinity, and has been inc
he prophesied me

gulde humanity. Jesus' resuivection indicates that he |

f

accovding to scholars such as N T Wright, as A

is a fife after death For the faithful

Questions Part h

i 3. ‘Redac

Example 1 ;
| will argue how redaction criticism is essential for understanding bivth nars

icism is essential for understanding the birth narratives.” Ev

One veason why | believe that redaction criticism s essential to understandi A
it explains why there (s such a big difference in how Jesus' bivth is described
example, in Matthew's Gospel the emphasis is on Jesus’ heritage as a Jew.
a Jew but a Greek. He wanted to ewmphasise the fact that Jesus was a saviog
society because that was what was important to the Greeks. Luke, for exaw%ﬁ
a stable and being visited by shepherds and doesw't talk about the three wise
shepherds, only wise men who give expensive gifts. As a counter, you could '

%

not necessarily conflict. Jesus could have been visite

redaction criticism is essential to understoy St narvatives beaause§

Angther reason why re: is essemtinl to understanding the fa

evidence fopcuy: Vs that Matthew and Luke weve writing for dif
had di

friemnd

rounds. Matthew was a disciple of Jesus, whereas Luke
Critics of vedaction criticism would point out that there is 1
that Luke and Matthew were writing for diffevent audiences. Redaction v
explanation for why there ave diffevent accounts of the birth narvative in tp\

A final reason why vedaction criticism is essential to understanding the birt
criticism is a modern approach that is able to investigate historical documes
criticism takes an impartial view aiming to discover the veasons for conflict:
navvative. Priov to this approach, the Gospels were not scrutinised enough

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

why theve ave such different accounts of Jesus' bivth. 1t is wore likely that
using vedaction cviticism.

in conclusion, redaction criticisem is essential f; tunding the birth na
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Example 2
Redaction criticism vefers to the approach taken by German scholars from

approach arques that the New Testament writers alteved the original writi
purpose. | will be arguing that this approach is essential to understanding
particular attention to the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.

One reason why | believe that redaction criticism (s essential to understand E
it explains why there is such a big diffevence in how Jesus’ birth (s describes,
exarnple, in Matthew's Gospel the emphasis is on Jesus heritage as a Jew. \«
emphasis probably points to the fact that Matthew wanted to convince oth

' 2:42 states: “Wihy
Viey replied’. Matthew.
t a Jew but a Greeck. He wamf&;@s

R

that Jews believe will come to save humanity.
Messian®' “whaose son is he?' “The sog, &
Abraham. Luke, on the othe
Jesus was a saviour £ ind oppressed in society. An example of t

wd being visited by shepherds when he was born. Mg

w:gé wen who give expensive gifts. Luke also traces Jesus by
iliustrati®ow the Bible needs to be understood theologically and not as a
veject redaction criticism would argue that these two accounts do not nece
been the son of David and Abraham and a descendant of Adam, as all huiv

the poor. Where there is a conflict, we have misunderstood the meaning b
are unlikely o understand the Word of God. This is the view of Kavrl Barth
that Barti's view is unlikely to convinee anyone nowadays and that redact
to take with the birth narvatives.

Another reason why redaction criticism is essential to understanding the b
evidence to support the claims that Matthew and Luke were writing for di

had diffevent backgrounds. Matthew was a discinle us, whereas Luke

inspirea ¥ tie Holy Spivit ln his writing. Luke’s writing of his Gospel woul
view of Catholics and Evangelical Protestants who believe the Bible is [iteval
navratives are, therefore, an accurate account according to this view and n
criticism, however, is a betier explanation for wiy there are different acco

these two Gogpels.
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A final veason why vedaction criticism is essential to understanding the bi
eriticism is a modern approach that is able to investigate historical documey

criticisim takes an impartial view aiming to discover the reasons for conflict;

narvative. Priov to this approach, the Gospels were not serutinised enough

why theve ave such different accounts of Jesus’ birth, o example, inguish

Matthew mentions an angelic visitation whe of the inamacud

nothing about this which is strange who wiites from Mary's p
es that Jesus 15 the Son of God. R

fmportant religious exper X
’ W because Matthew was a disciple and want,

to explain this
fike Fizg
are clec

« ke s keen to show how Jesus [s a saviour, not just fo
o(bg:'ﬁaf issues vather than historical. Critics might argue th
have known of these theological claims when they were spreading the wor
was decided. They would not have chosen these Gospels based on the theo

wiiters but for the accuvacy of the claims. The early Church would have
hoppened and chosen these Gospels because they made historical claims th
Chiistianity. This, however, assumes that early Christians thought like we
evidence. However, in the first few centuries after Christ, people didn't ha
explain why certain inexplicable events happened. They believed in mirac!
Gospels should be understood within theological contexts, not historical, an
approach to take concerning the birth narvatives.

in conclusion, redaction criticisen 1s essential for understanding the bivth n.
applicalble in today’s world as it shows how the d;

between Matthes
different theological agendas. The early ' not have recognised
conflicting aecounts weve dow

recording the Word o

] 4, ‘The re

Example 1
The vesurvected body vefers to a move perfected body that we will veceive
body. Owne reason why the resurvected body will be different from the ea

standings on our part and the
Wistorical events. :

e body is different from the sarthly body.” Evaluate this cla

resurvected body, which is a model for how our bodies will be, was diffeve
that Mary Magdalene and the disciples, who see the vesurvected Jesus, do
see hiva. Also later on that day, when they have accepted that it /s Jesus
hands, he is seen to walk through closed doors. This means that the resuw
the earthly body.

Another veason why the vesurvected body will be
heavenly realw — and so it wakes sense tha

weak or dishonourable. This is the nature of a spivitual, rather than a ma
resurvected body is diffevent from the earthly body.
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A fival reason wiy the resurvected body will be different from the carthly
hivnself described the vesurvected body. The vesurvected body will be both
will have no faults of an earthly body that is prone to temptation. This is
person is living under the power of the Holy Spivit. In Luke 20:26, Jesus d
being ‘like angels. The resurvected human body is, therefore, different fron
of angels. : E

in conclusion, the resurvected bod ‘ yom the earthly body.

Example 2
The vesurvected body refers to a more perfected

we will receive &

Also {at that day, when they have accepted that it is Jesus because of
seen to walk thirough closed doors. Critics may want to point out that this,
was not resuivected, which is why the disciples couldn’t vecognise hiva. Insts
body, no vesurvected body, because once the earthly body dies that is it A
that the resurvected body would have to be the same as the earthily body é}\
vecognise the person if it didn’t bear any resevablance to the earthly body.
can still resemble the eartily body, by being a rejuvenated Foren of it when

R

diffevent. This is how Jesus resurvected body seemed to be: it was wore sp
because it was not wmade of material substance and so could walk through
earthly body. This means that the resurvected body will be different from

. be resurvected on the Day of Judgement into
Jesus has come and fought off the anti-Christ (as reports

dishonour’. When the body is resurvected it becomes a worve completed ver:
weak or dishonourable. This is the nature of a spivitual, rather than a mat
resuivected body is different frova the earthly body. As a counterargurment
this spivitual body is not that different from the earthly body. [t s just fi/\e
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glovified and perfected. A vejuvenated foren of the earthly body is just an
perfected or vejuvenated Form of the earthly body is not the earthly body
is how you would expect it to be if it was identical. 1t is clearly different a
the same as the eartily body.

A final reason why the resurvected body will be diffe
himself described the resurvected body. The ‘

will have no faults of an earthiy bo
pevson is living under

human body, whith is the same as an earthly bod,

. \se of angels whereas the resuivected body in being like an
angel is different. Resurvected bodies are closer to angels because they are
were the same as angels, then that would make all resurrected humans av
cveation of God's from that of humans. The resurvected human body is, ¢
earthly body and from that of angels.

I conclusion, although it is easy to assume that the resurrected body wou
because it would be vecognisable as the earthly body, it cannot be. (t has
different realm and is described as being diffevent by Jesus himself. Therefi
different from the earthiy body. '

%

Section 2: The Bible as a source of wisdorm and authm;%
and two views of Jesus :

Questions Part a — testi

C H Dodd on the kerygma.

Example
The kerygma literally means a declaration of an event. In Christianity thi

declarations of Jesus as described in Acts 2 and 3. These are the core to
Jesus. The terwa is used a lot in the New Testament. The disciples presen
publicly, not as a lecture but ke an event. [t is meant to demonstrate ho
event signalling the beginning of a new age and promised salvation, vathe
scholar who has examinegd this in detail is C H Dodd, a late ningteenth-ce
scholar of the Bible. Other scholars, such as Rudelf Bultmann, famous for
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Bible, take a similar approach in believing that the kerygma is an event v

Dodd’s waain wessage is not to confuse the keru Lteachings or hist

< the kb:

contain these as well. The kerugma | rih, life, minist

because it indicates that God wants to save humanity and tha
Jesus on earth. fn Acts 2:04 -39 and 3:12-26, we can observe how the
Jerusalevn to the Roman Empive and then to Rowe itself through the apo
the aposties explained how God's plan for salvation begins in the Jewish sc

Chwistians,
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in the life and death and vesurvection of Jesus. [t does not stop with Jesus
power in the Church to this day. In this way Dodd demonstrates how the

continues today.

Dodd recognised six main elements to the kerygma which he derived From §

Acts. The first is that it sigrals the “Age of Fulfifment’ £int was prophesied:

evident frow his bivth (born of
kings frows the twelve Trik:

Christ veturns — the Second Coming of Christ or Parousia as described in &
end of time. Finally, everyone should repent in order to veceive the offer o
receive the Holy Spivit and salvation. '

Example 2 :
The kerygia (iterally means a declaration of an event. In Christianity this
Jesus and his resurvection. These events show how Jesus himself (s the wws
afso what the early Church thought about the kerygma and Jesus. :

Kerygmata is used a lot in the New Testament. The disciples presented the;
not as a lecture but like an event. [t s meant to demonstrate how Jesus’ d

sigralling the beginning of a new age and God's

o With humanity

Dodd’s main message is that th an event: it s the birth, life, w

of Jesus Hhat marks

“return to God after the sins of Admf
pels described Jesus' birth from different perspg

was visited by shepherds because he was poor. Jesus' life

Sermon on the Mount, or the rich man and Lazarus, one of Jg
Jesus did and how we should follow in s footsteps. Jesus' deatih and vesur
New Testawent. This gives humans hope for their own vesurvection into a
these descriptions are an event of Jesus, the Son of God, coming to earth t
way out of a sinful existence. Dodd states: ‘the wain burden of the kerygws
happened: God has visited and redeemwed His people’.
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6. Compare the views of John Dominic Crossan and N T Wright on Jesus.

Example 1
Wright takes a critical vealist approach to undevstanding Jesus. Critical veg
there is a world external to the mind which we have access to through the

argues that this understanding of the world is distorte

hrough our own

mind when considering what s true. Wright, Dnia position of faith

fvaportant, so faith needs to be adj . Thistorical and seientific

this means that when studiy’ cal facts about Jesus we should n :

o challenge atheist pevceptions that assume:

disprove Jesus. Wl

LR He aims to show that Jesus is the same person fre
‘ rts, the Son of God. Wright, thevefore, produces evidence th
prophesied wessiah of the Jewish Old Testament who stairted a new moves
Kingdow of God on earth. He was not some wandering preacher or philos
this more securely than ‘we know anything about the history of the traditi
of the Gospels as we have thew'. We also know, according to Wright, that
God’s chosen people and that the Kingdow of God was soon to cowme about.
eschatological expectation. What is of importance is the fact that there we
same time as Jesus, such as Simon ben Kosibia, but they were unsuccessful.
vewembered because of his special message and the sacrifices he made. He
because he was against viclence and built on the Jewish idea of suffering w

about redemption. ‘

ns that he studies
5 For example, the G
as a Greek physician and &

Crossan studies Jesus using redaction criticisn. Th

intentions of the authors when explaining gt
Matthew was a disciple of Jesus
stated in Colossians 4

latthew 22:42 states: ““What do you think about the M%siah?:%"
of David”, they replied’. Matthew also traces Jesus back to Abraham. Luke

society. An example of this would be s inclusion of Jesus being borm in g
shepherds when he was born, Matthew doesn't mention shepherds, only w
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Example 2
wiright and Crossam aie two theologians with two different approaches to

Wright s a bishop and theofogian who takes a critical vealist stance. Cross
eultural anthropological perspective. These two approaches result in differ

inary person. He aims to show that Jesus is the same person fre

Christians' hearts, the Son of God. Wright, therefore, produces evidence ths

prophesied wessiah of the Jewish Old Testament who started a new moven;

Kingdowm of God on earth. He was not some wandering preacher or phile
this more securely than ‘we know anything about the history of the tradit
of the Gospels as we have thewt. We also know, according to Wright, that
they were God's chosen people and that the Kingdora of God was soon to
eschatological expectation. What (s of importance is the fact that there w
same timae as Jesus, such as Simon ben Kosibia, but they were unsuccessful.
remembered because of his special wessage and the sacrifices he made. H
because he was against violence and built on the Jewish idea of suffering w
about redemption.

Crossan studies Jesus through o,
witihin the context of ki

amifliar with these teachings. As a peasant, a carpenter, he

particular social class which would have had an effect on how he thought
who weve oppressed. Crossan also believes theve are other sources to cons
the apocryphal Gospels. For example, in the Gospel of Thowas, dating fro
Gospels, theve arve sagings of Jesus which show Jesus to be a social vevolutios
food with people from all walks of life at an open table. This wasnt someth;
time because social classes kept to themselves. Crossam doesn’t think that
virgin birth and Jesus’ vesurvection were part of the original Jesus tradition,
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tn conclusion, Wiright understands Jesus to be an uncorventional messiah

of God coming, whereas Crossan sees Jesus more [ revolutionary v

a wise teacher rather than a miracle worke

Exam Preparation Pack for A Leve! Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 21 of 103




Questions Part b — testing AD2

i 7. ‘The Bible is the true Word of God.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1
{ agree that the Bible is the true Word of God.

Some Chwistians argue that the Bibl God and humans were:

God uttered his messages.
infall aé? {e, but t//u

ong because if it were the wWord
case when theve are so wany contiradictio
tallks about seeking revenge, ‘an eye for an eye’ (Exod
t, Jesus talked about ‘turning the other cheek’ (Matthew &
ible is the true Word of God vefer to the fact that God “breathed
argue that we don't understand the full picture because we are fallible and
apparent contradictions in the Bible. However, the Bible is either all God's
argue that the Bible is the true Word of God but has mistakes because it w.

Another reason why it (s questionable whether the Bible s purely the Word
and so vesults In many intevpretations. If it was solely the Word of God, #
everyone. The instructions would be cleaver because he wants everyong to
not those of humans with theiv hidden agendas and prejudices. For examp
that Jesus was a Fighter for the oppressed and wanted his followers also to
the Vatican disagree with this and claim that representatives of the clergy
nt God, that of ¢
Snd schism. The fact

concern themselves with poIachs? Surely an owng

perspec " Matthew, Mark, Luke and John? This s also evident in the
would be better to accept that it is written by humans.

Overall, there are many reasons why the Bible (s not the true Word of God
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Example 2 :
The statement refers to whether the Bible is entively the work of God, refei
whether it (s wiritten by humans who weve inspived by God, referved to as
arquing that the Bible is not the word of God. :

One reason why some Christians, Evangelical Christi Catholics, for ex

wWord of God is because they believe it to be oliz e, Athenagoras,
2nd century CE, argued that the av e had no personal inpis
stenographers, dictating iy ould be like a modern-day psych

psychic abilities
makes § reasorable claim that the authors of the Bible werve consciou
in the Bi
views. This s evident by the cultural or personal biases present in the work

e As a result, they were fully aware of what they were doing a

Luke emphasises Jesus as a social veforver wheveas the Gospel of Matthew
they were divectly the Word of God and objectively true, then there would
different Gospels. There are many more exammples thiroughout the Bible wix
Bible is the true Word of God.

Those supporting the idea that the Bible is the true Word of God, who belie;
would argue that there are clear signs of God's inspivation. As a result, the
contains any errovs, just humans misunderstanding the words. They woula
where God speaks divectly to a prophet. This is emphasised in 2 Peter 1:2

all, you must understand that no prophesy of 5 wme about by the

things. An example they would give w veceiving the Ten C

ew and has been criticised ever

Exodus 20. However, this |
should not take the w
Evrovs, s
in the

humaans

evally or any other parts of the Bible.

ng created in six days, or the wany wiracles p
drich Schieiermacher arques that the Bilble contains ervo
a consequence, the focus should be on the message of redempt,
readers. Schileiermacher's approach makes wore semse and would explain ¢
If the Bible were inspived by God, then it would have no ervors. :

Another scholar who s worth mentioning in this debate is John Calvin wia.
Word of God. Calvin, the Protestant reformer, talked about God accomma
could understand hiva. As Calvin stated: ‘God is above and beyond our lang

authors of the Bible, had to sivplify things for us mere humans to understs
contains no historical or scientific ervors and is the objective truth of God.
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ignore selentific and historical evidence that shows the Bible does contain ¢

with modern attitudes that rely on sclence and historical evidence to dﬁt@r{é‘%‘
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8.  ‘Critical realism is unlikely to convince non-believers in the Christian stor

Example 1 ;
Critical realism is an approach that is realist and claims that there is a wor

that (s critical in the sense that that veality can be distorted by personal b

approach is unlikely to convince non-believers in the stian story.

One reason why critical vealisva is u ce non-belisvers in the

concludes that the scientifin

neonvineing. [t comes to this coni

hat Jesus should just be studied as a hist

seientific world vi
; ' e of that time. N T Wright, who applies critical v

scientif as a bias that interprets aspects of veality ~ in this case Jes

another person in history. Wiight believes that Jesus was more than this

Jesus and his message, we need to try and think in the biblical world view
view. We might then wnderstand John 4:25-26, when a woman says th
coming and Jesus veplies: 1, the one speaking to you, | am he'. However,
convineing to non-beligvers today — for example, Richard Dawkins — beca

and they are not likely to want to change it just like that. R M Have, wh
veligious language is meaningful despite the fact that it cannot be falsified,

have a biik that is different from that of nom-bellevers. A blflc is an wnver

conviction that shapes the way a person sees the world. Nown-believers ave
eritical realism that is asking thewm to put aside their biik.

Another reason why critical realism is unlikely to r nomn-believers |
Wright, by rejecting the scientific world ing his view is corv

different truths because he vejects relativisv. However, what Wright seem
suggesting that his world view, in being equally valid, is also just as convin.

Scientific statement can be verified through emapivical observation, a very
something, whereas ong of Wright’s statements such as Jesus was the true

ustained’ cannot be verified at all. As Wright's statements ave unverifial!
convince non-believers in the Christian story.
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Wright tries to respond to the ciiticism that W claims ave unverifiable, w
eritical realism does not convince non-believers in the Christion story. He

because it has not led to a universal agreement abot ity. There are s

This is one of the reasons why he believes cr wto be better, beca
ence through the senses.

nee, then it would be a very heart
. non-believers want actual empivical proof
seams that positivism is still embedded in non-belie

about other realities but wio is to say that the Christian res

Wirigid :

migit

reason why we should befieve in the Christian story in particular.

in conclusion, critical realism is unlikely to convince non-believers in the Chi
bold claims that ave unverifiable. It asks non-believers to veject or suspend
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is extremely difficult as it /s their blik. Instead we should try to imagine bfé
A true application of critical realism would also consider alternative stovies
if it did consider other stories, non-believers are uniikely to be convinced be
verifiable is actual and 50 it seewns it is difficult to shake off positivism even

Example 2
Critical vealiswa s an approach proposed by
wrong and that the New Testament i

ques that the s
[ will argue that this

nown ~believers in the Christi

Trealism (s unlikely to convince non-believers in the 3

vorld view and claims that this is wrong. Wright argues that,

figure, but he was the Son of God and the true Messiah. He argues that ¢
and that we should try and think back to biblical tines and believe that J
However, Wright is not going to be convincing to non-believers today bec
performed miracles. All we have is different people’s accounts of what hapy
being performed today, New Testament authors are probably just tiying to:
seience could explain today by saying they are mivacles. Non-believers arve
eritical vealism because they now have science which s a better way of ex,vf

Another reason why critical vealism is uniikely to convince non-believers |
Wright thinks his view, and that of Chvistianity, is true and science is wro
that only what can be verified is true. He thinks that what is true is wha
[op:

he say this when sclence has led to so many deve and ivaproverm

re. We would h

In conclusion, eritical realism probably wowt convince non-believers in the
non-believers to reject seience and believe in the New Testament instead |
realissn does vaake a good point when it questions whether seience can ex

need to consider this.
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Examiner’'s comments

Section 1: The birth and resurrection of Jesus and the
of wisdom and authority in daily life Z

Questions Part 3 — testing AO1L

! 1. Examine theviewsof N T ! resurrection.

Example 1~
This answe: it is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is des
knowledge & -g,mn and belief when explaining the context of biblical guotes, &
the Sadducees or Plato. The response is focused and does not contain any redus
other scholars of relevance. There is depth and breadth with insightful exampie.é
detailed and precise references 1o the Bible (to get into the top band, it is advisay
paragraph}. Inthe final paragraph there are also references to alternative views:
ather views that Wright opposes. There is a varied selection of scholarly views, ?\
alsp those who Wright builds on. Specialist terminology is used correctly throug

B2

Example 2~ Band 1, 2/20

This is a very basic answer. There is knowledge of the topic but this is imprecis
Wright mixed up with Bultmann. As a consequence, this response lacks precisior
basic due to it lacking focus on the question. This will also impact all the other ci
and/or breadth with hardly any application of relevant examples and evidence by
been used. There are hardly any relevant scriptural refe
Scholarly views have been included, but not the ¢
only knowledge of Bultmann demonsinak

i 2. Examine how

here is basic us

Burce to teach the meaning and purposs ¢

Example 1
This answer is a good answer. The content is correct and mainly relevant to the &
guestion in a general way with some depth and breadth. For example, there is
original sin. There is also satisfactory application of examples. To get into high
exact biblical books, chapters and verses are needed. There are mainly correct
the scriptural references are limited, there are only a few and they fack develo
and purposes of life mentioned and so these can be considered ‘some connecti
There is a basic selection of scholarly views, i.e. references to scripture. Specia
but is limited.

Example 2 ~ Band 5, 20/20
This answer is excellent. It is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is d
knowledge of religion and belief whean explaining the rg biblical quotes
extensive use of biblical references because of tha the guestion. The
contain any redundancy, and is bro es"dther scholars of relevance
There is depth and breadth wi : mples from the Bible. There are
the Bible {to get into s advisable to include one per paragraph)
atternative &se itis the different meanings and purposes of life.

scholarly vi context this refers to the different biblical passages tha
the views of Gtiterent authors of the Bible. Specialist terminoiogy is used corre
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Questions Part b — testing AD1L

1 3. ‘Redaction criticism is essential for understanding the birth narratives.’ £

Example 1~ Band 2, 18/30

This is a satisfactory answer. There is some relevant anal
Evaluation is best at the end of each paragraph {folln
answer there is just one line of evaluation
points made but two of them are st
paragraph/point has ne oot
justify the vi i

‘ap 5 1 and 2} because they are

nd so this Is a partly addressed point:
wadence and logical analysis. More scriptural r
some evid ty views are mentioned and so scholarly views are u
analysis, in 18 of argument and counterargument, of the various aspects ¢
specialist termmoiogy is used and is correct.

Example 2 ~ Band 5, 30/30
This answer is excellent. There is detailed and convincing critical analysis with t
developed with evidence and examples. There s insightful evaluation of the issg
This takes the form of criticising the counterargument {the view opposing the th
the guestion and the thesis statement made at the beginning. The response isf
identified, and focuses on the issues raised by the guestion. Clear views are give
statement, where the argument in favour of the thesis statement is being made
is being made. There is relevant evidence and logical analysis of the arguments
scholarly views are given throughout and understood correctly. This takes the f
references and books. There is insightful analysis showing clear understanding ¢
betwaen Matthew and Luke as well as the links between, ion criticism and
ferminology is used correctly throughout,

4. ‘The resurrected body is d

e garthly body.” Evaluate this

Example 1 :
This is a ba . The response gives a basic analysis in only addressing poi
Good analys olves providing counterarguments. There is also limited evalua
sided. Some relevant points are made, three good ones with justification and ey
considering how they might be countered. There are some good references ma
relevant quotes, bul again this is only for one side of the argument. Cverall, ana
connection is made between the various aspects of the approaches studied beca;
addressed. Basic use of specialist terminology in relation to the one side of the c

Example 2~ Band 5, 36/30 ,
This is an excellent answer. There is detailed and convincing critical analysis wit

developed with evidence and examples supporting the view that the resurrected
earthly body. There is insightful evaluation of the issue at the end of each parag
criticising the counterargument {the view opposing the thy atement) and ling
thesis statement made at the beginning. The res cused and so conving
the issues raised by the guestion. Clear feiin the form of the initial

wing clear understanding of the issues and subtle reason
body must b erent from the earthly body; for example, the resurrected body
and/or having different abilities. Specialist terminology is used correctly through
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Section 2: The Bible as a source of wisdom and authari%
and two views of Jesus e

Questions Part a — testing AO1

! 5.  Examing the challenges to the kerygmata

Example 1~ Band 5, 26/20
This answer is excelient fti

recise, and relevant knowiedga is de :

are detailed an pwcme refermret to the Bible {to get into the top band, it is ad
paragraph}. This response also contains a guote from Dodd himself, which is cre
reference alternative views for this particular guestion, but different scriptural v
points made. There is a varied selection of scholarly views, those of Crossan and:
compared. Specialist terminology is used correctly throughout. Conclusions are
but can sometimes help bring the material together and ensure that the questiod

Example 2~ Band 2, 8/20
This answer is good. The contents are mainly precise and relevant with some un
The response is answered in a general way with some reference to Dodd, includi
an attempt o provide some depth and breadth in some areas with some satisfac
Although some examples given lack focus on the question, such as the inclusion 3
and Matthew, there is also some imprecision. In this resp erg are mainly ¢ A
scripture and relevant religious sources of wisdo ck of connectiont;
a basic selection of scholarly views that ¢ and used. Specialist terrg
As some of the ¢riteria are not fu er belongs towards the bottom

John Dominic Crossan and N T Wright on lesus.

Example 1~ 3, 10/20 :
This is a good answer. It is mainly precise and relevant, The first paragraph is co‘zs}%
Wright but the second paragraph, although carrect in its explanation of redactios
the view taken by Crossan. Therefore, only half of the response is correct and ra
response answers the question in a general way. There is depth and breadth in &
paragraph, that is relevant to the question. There are also some relevant exampgg
paragraph. The references in the first paragraph are correct, those in the secong
references to religious scripture are mainly correct. Some connections are made§
not always relevant. There is a basic selection of scholarly views — only those of
correctly. Specialist terminglogy is understood correctly but not always associaty

7

Example 2 ~ Band 5, 20/20

This answer is excellent. It is detailed and precise knowledge is de 5

Bible, There
one per pa ere are also references to alternative views, such as thosy
compare gqud s, ather scholars can be brought in but don't need to be, as E0r§
the question. There is a varied selection of scholarly views, those of Dodd but al
similar view, such as Bultmann. Specialist terminology is used correctly throughe
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Questions Part b — testing AD2

1 7. ‘The Bible is the true Word of God.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1~ Band 3, 15/30
This is a satisfactory answer. The answer does focus on th
three paragraphs, excluding the introduction and eo
isa iaLk of anaiyﬁas Asa consequmre m

westion and evaluay
3 not present any

more could have been inciuded.

Example 2 ~ Band 5, 30/30
This is an excellent answer. There is detailed and convincing critical analysis wit
developed with evidence and examples supporting the view that the resurrectec
earthly body. There is insightful evaluation of the issue at the end of each parag:
criticising the counterargument {the view opposing the thesis statement) and lan\
thesis staterment made at the beginning. The response is focused and so conving
by the guestion. Clear views are given in the form of the initial thesis statement:
the thesis statement is being made and where the counterargument is being ma
and logical analysis of the arguments and counterarguments. Relevant scholarly
understood corractly. This takes the form of the many biblical references and b
showing clear understanding of the issues with links mads holars such as O
ferminology is used correctly throughout,

8. ‘Critical realism is unlikel se'hon-believers in the Christian sto
Example 1 :
Thisisane nswer. There is detailed and convincing critical analysis withy

developed wiltr evidence and examples supporting the view that critical realism
believers in the Christian story. There is insightful evaluation of the issue at the &
paragraph follows on logically from the last {for exampls, the third paragraph bu
second). Each paragraph takes the form of criticising the counterargument {the
statement) and linking it to the guestion and the thesis statement made at the b
focused and convincingly identifies the issues raised by the question. Clear views
initial thesis statement, where the argument in favour of the thesis statement is
counterargument is being made. There is relevant evidence and logical analysis
counterarguments. Relevant scholarly views are given throughout and understo
Wright, Dawkins, Hare and Ayer. There is insightful analysis showing clear unde
made to other approaches, such as positivism. Specialist terminology Is used co

Example 2~ Band 2, 16/30

This is a satisfactory answer. Thereiss
starts by arguing that critical rea k
the end and in the conclia
make sure ’

Sivalysis, but the evaluation
convince non-believers in the
T there is a good aspect to critical realisn
‘onsistent evaluation, it is always best to argue for o
Sittingon t ally leads to inconsistency. This response has a limited n
guestion {tw d there is a imited attempt to justify the views with no scholar,
evidence. There is one scholarly view considered — that of Wright — but this is d
candidate has not understood critical realism entirely and as a result the speciali
correctly. There is some analysis of the connections between the various aspect
as critical realism versus the scientific world view.
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Practice questions

Section 1: The nature of God, the Trini

The nature of God, the Trinity and the At
examining AD1, will be based on th '
e  Religious concept

benefits,,

{issues of divinity and pre-existence)} and Christ’s relationship with the Fath
arigin of the Holy Spirit: the fillogue controversy.

¢ Religious concepts — the Atonement: Three theories of the Atonement (w
the death of Jesus as Christus Victor {with reference to the fiberation of hu
death of lesus as a substitution {both the belief that Jesus died as a substit
that only the divine-human Jesus could act as a sacrifice by God for the sak
as a moral example {of how to live and die). The underlying assumptions a
forgiveness and the conflict between the wrath and love of God in theories

Exam-style guestions:
1. Examine the need for the doctrine of the Trinity.
2. Examine the theory of Jesus as Christus Victor and how jt might be criticis :

The paragraphs should start with:
&  POINT —for example: ‘Another g
EVEDENCE / EXAMPLE(

ine was to formalise wha
FERENCE(S ) for example: ‘In the New

states: “The Lord our God, the Lord is one”. The Church accepts that at isd
both three and one. As a consequence, they describe the Trinity as a myste;
comprehend the reality of God. The closest is to see God as a community,
¢  LINK-for example: ‘There is, therefore, a need for a doctrine of the Trinity

stated in the Bible..

or PEEL (with at least three paragraphs with this structura).

Part b} guestions, examining AQ2, will be based on the foilowing issues:
¢  The validity of referring to God as mother.

¢  The theological implications of a suffering God.
®  The monotheistic claims of the doctrine of the 5
¢ Whether the doctrine of the Trmity is ng ‘rv.wsinderstand the God of C
&  The extent to which the thre : e Atonement are contradictory. :
¢  The exteni to which th ovies suggest that the Christian God is cru
Exam-sf
3. ‘Thece #5e of the Trinity makes Christianity a polytheistic religion.” Eva
4. ‘The three theories of Atonement portray God as cruel.” Evaluate this cla
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These questions require two or more sides to an argument {an argument for or z
counterargument to that argument) followed by an evaluation. tis a good ideay
each point that is made. A way to structure the answer is to follow the pattern :
e  POINT

ARGUMENT
COUNTERARGUMENT
EVALUATION

& & @

Faith and works, the community of believers and key moral principles is usually S\‘
Part a} questions, examining AQZL, will be based on the foliowing content:
»  Religious life — faith and works: Luther’s arguments for justification by faith:
1:17; 5:1; Ephesians 2:8-9; Galatians 2:16 and Luther's rejection of James 2
response to Luther; E P Sanders and the role of works in justification.
e«  Religious life ~ the community of believers: The New Testament communi :
churches today {with reference to Acts 2:42—-47}; the role of churches in pr
religious teaching, mission, service and ocutreach, and feliowship for the co
¢ Religious life ~ key moral principles: Selected key moral principles of Chris
neighbour {Leviticus 19:34; Luke 10:25-28); God’s love as a potential modek
34:6-7; 1 lohn 4:18-21); regard for truth {1 Samuel 12;24; Eghesians 4;25- :
{2 Corinthians 1:12; 1 Timothy 1:5}; and the need for forgjveness (Matthew

28

Exam-style questions:
5. Examine Martin Luther’s views
6. Examine the importancey’

ustification by faith.
seighbour in Christianity.

The paragr§ \ T with:
»  POINT: ample: ‘One of the main purposes of the Bible is to teach Ch
e  EVIDENCE / EXAMPLE(S} / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S) — for example: ‘These can
New Testaments. The Oid Testament, for example, contains the Ten Com ms;%s
in the New Testament there are the teachings of Jesus..
e EXPLANATION of how the evidence / example / textual references illustrates
‘Although lesus obeyed the Ten Commandments, he felt that the greatest ¢ 5
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your st
and, "Love your neighbour as yourself” {Luke 10:25-28}. The second quote
Goiden Rule .../ '
@  LINK-for example: 1t has inspired such scholars as foseph Fletcher, the fo
liveration theologists, such as Jon Sobrino and Gustavo Gutierrez, all of wh

2 s

need as an act of “love thy neighbour”...

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

or PEEL (with at least three paragraphs with 1

_ ed on the following issues:
ih and works are aspects of justification.

The extent to which contempaorary Christian churches should follow the Ne
Whether love of neighbour is the most important moral principle in Christiag
The extent to which God’s behaviour towards hurans is the basis for Christy

2 & & & @ @
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Exam-style guestions:
7. ‘The New Testament endorses sola fide.” Evaluate this claim.
8.  ‘Contemporary Christian churches should follow the New Testament modﬁ\

These guestions require two or more sides to an argument {an argument for or <
counterargument to that argument) followed by an evaluation. It is a good idea )
each point that is made. A way to structure the answ low the pattern o
e  POINT f

»  ARGUMENT

e COUNTERARGUMENT

® EVALUATIC

or PACE {w st two arguments and counterarguments).
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Sample answers

Here are some answers to these guestions. Not all answers would be awarded f
examiner’'s comments at the end of this section explain why. Students could try Y
them to develop their exam skills: :

Section 1: The nature of God, the Trinity and the Amm

Question Part a — testing AQ1L

Sy

BRI

| 1.

Examine the need for the doctrine of the Trinity.

Example 1
For most Chyistians it seews obvious that God is the Trinity (the Father, th
for others it doesn’t and so theve (s a need for the doctrine of the Trinity.
seripture. Jesus, the Son of the Trinfty, was sent to help vebuild the lost
God and to atone for their sins. Jesus relationship with God, the Father,
also build theiv relationship with God. They ¢ Y praging to God
g ing in his footsteps. It
¢ of the three persons of the Tr

about God and by getting to know J

-

God's authority because h
in the Bible as th
Jzg ;
{ay his

$'the Son of Man; for example, in Luke 9:5%: .. by

The Trinity confirmms that God can be knoww in human form in the form o
provides evidence that we kinow God and that Jesus (s the incarnation as ¢
says ‘All things have been commmitted to me by my Father. No one knows
one kinows the Father except the Sow'. There ave those that don't believe th
believe that he (s not divine. For example, Arians and Cathars both be(r'eved§
not the Som of God. Most Christians believe that the way s Hhrough Jesus a
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Example 2
The doctving of the Trinity vefers to the natuve of God as being the Fathe
being tihvee distinet persons. [E should not be assumed that God is three p

God and God (s not separated into three parts, instead these persons are
The three persons are like emanations of the one God. A distinction is ma
deseribing God as thiee Persons and one God and the
Father creates, the Son redeems and the Ho :

omic Trinity des:
fies. ’

The First person to deve od was Tertullian in the thivd ce

the tiw g could cause divisions in mainstream Chiistianity. Thiree of th
Ado;otioesm, tihat claiimed Jesus was just an ovdinary person and not God
was purely divire, and Arianism, that believed Jesus to be the most perfect;
Anotiher need for the doctrine was to formalise what was already in the B(‘
John 1 it states: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with (
pointing to Jesus as the Word. The Bible also teaches that God is one: for e
it states: The Lord our God, the Lord is ong’. The Chuich accepts that it rs
be both three and one. AS a consequence, they describe the Trinity as a mg

veally comprehend the reality of God. The closest is to see God as a cowum
Theve (s, thevefore, a need for a doctrine of the Trinity to standardise wi

There was also a need to adapt the doctrine of the
Chwist as the Son. After the Nicene Cre :
One of them involved the Filiog :
‘We believe in the H
Some bels : ly

to give greater
i several adaptations
sy that debated wirether an a
id, the Giver of Life, who piroceeds fr
Spivit shawld not proceed frova the Son, only t
vsiciause should be included at the Council of Toledo in 5849

officiai | .
Holy S ocecding from the Father and the Son and Pope Benedict VI
1014 CE. This clause has been accepted by the Roman Catholic Church bus
which has resulted in the schism between the two denominations with Ca

being hevetics for not accepting the Filiogue.

Centuries later, during the Enlightenment period, theologians avoided the a
Schleiermacher, in the eighteenth and early nineteentih century, diseaissed 3

problematic. Karl Barth, in the late nineteenth century and early twentiet: COPYRIGHT
by claiming that the Trinity ‘is what basically distinguishes the Christion d,oi
argued that it demonstrates how God has three modes of being. Using the PROTECTED

God revealed himself objectively in the Son and sub in the Holy Spie

I

reveal himself objectively, he must also be re ectively through th
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2. Examine the theory of Jesus as Christus Victor and how it might be critici

Example 1 :
A vital element to Christianity (s the idea of Atonement which is when indi

This vreconciliation is necessary due to Adam committing the original sin ¢
humanity. It was Jesus that atoned for humanity wheahe died on the cr

follow the sacrificial model, an early model! b

aTestament ritual
sus sacvificed hivgelf as a
snd. As the second -century theolo

pay for the sins of a person or pers
the price to pay for vede

could not be mad use God was not holding sinners in captivi

The idea of seeing Jesus as Chwistus Vietor is a vevi

Viewing Jesus as Christus Victor is & wove recent version of the sacrificial

was proposed by a Swedisih Lutheran theologian known as Gustal Aulen in
this was entitled ‘Christus Victor which he argues is the better of the three.
Satisfaction theory and the Moval Influence theory. He accepted that hum
devil wheo had brought death and destruction inte God's creation and humag;
hivnsell on the cross, Aulen belicved this was a passion story. 1t demonstra
sacrificing his Son in order to conquer the powers of evil that had been by
Aufen remarks: the works of Christ is fivst and foremost a victory over th
bondage: sin, death, and the devil. Aulen describes the Atonement as a b
against evil powers in the world. Jesus vescued and liberated humanity fros
evil. Jesus is God incannate who experienced human suffering and liberates

portrays humanity a:
2:14 -1 :

holds
their fear of deatl’. Critics argue that we do not need to be vescued as A

Wiwer of death — that is, the devil — and Free those who all thel

portrays God as a debtor as it is a development of the sacrificial and vans
wore power as someone who God was a deltor to. Critics of this model, 5
Church, would prefer not to see God as a debtor. There is also evidence in
Aulen’s claims. For example, 2 Corintihians 21 that teaches that Jesus ved
quilt of our sins wpon himsell and dying for us. The problem is not that h

and this (s what Jesus tried to settle. COPYRIGHT
f PROTECTED
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Example 2 :
Jesus as Christus Victor is one of thres views of Jesus and his role in Atoness
supporter of this view. | will outling his view and then how this view can be

Viewing Jesus as Christus Victor is a move recent version of the sacrificial ag
was proposed by Aulen. He accepted that humanity

nder the spell of:;

and destruction into God's creation and hum & Jesus sacrificed Iy
befieved this was a passion story. it asignses mow dedicated God was §
conquer the powers of evil ! brought into the world by Satan.
Chist is first and
devil. g8

Jesus

ory over the powers that hold wankind in

he Atonement as a battle with Chvist as the victo
and liberated humanity frow the bondage of sin, death and ¢
experienced bhuman suffering and liberated humanity by becoming resurvecs
evil can be overcome if you follow the right path. 5

Those criticising the sacrificial wodel, that of Aulen, felt that it lets huma
portrays humanity as victims of sin and evil rather than quilty parties. B
2:14-1.5 wmight have influenced this approach. Critics argue that we do

claims. This theory also portrays God as a debtor as it is a development o
This would give Satan more power as someone who God was a debtor to.
not to see God as a debtor. Theve is also evidence in servipture that could

example, 2. Covinthians 21: ‘God wade hiva who had no sin to be sin for

become the righteousness of God'. This teaches us that Jesus redeemed hu
sing upon hiself and dying for us. The problem s ;
what Jesus tried to settle.

£ humanity ar
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Question Part b ~ testing AQ2

| 3.

“The doctrine of the Trinity makes Christianity a2 polytheistic religion.” Eva

Example 1
The Trinity s an essential idea within wmost Christia
jpersons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spi

wminations and el

biblical backing. .

God. is veferved to as plural: “Let us noour image...” and in J

beginning. However, man this is elaiming it entails polythe

the Trinity is just one God.

gicve the Trinity wakes Christianity a polytheistic veligion includy
veligions, i.e. Judaism and islam. They believe that it is itiogical for God to be:
They, therefore, do not talk of a Holy Spirit and consider Jesus Chvist to be &

S

case with Jews who do not consider Jesus to be the Messiah, or (slam that se
these veligions fail to recognise the complexity of God and how the Trinity wi
Spivit are thiee emanations of God. Augustine recogiised this when he comy
abilities of the mind ~ memory, understanding and will ~ that ave also inse

theologion explained this by using the capital letter A which wouldi't exist if
the same way, the Trinity expresses the dynamic and complex workings of G
one person, one God. The one God has these different aspects and so Christ

Another argument used fo claim that the Trinity makes Christianity a polyt
when Jesus was alive on earth, the Son, then Go ¢ been sepavate
was & human being, not God. The Fath
gods. This is also how somwe d

human understanding

A final argument that could be given to support the claim that the Trinity
the denominations that reject the doctrine of the Trinity. For example, U
Unitairians argue that the Son and the Holy Spivit are not God and Arians
of God, only human. These denominations sez the doctrine of the Trinity &
do not support (t. However, this goes against what is stated in scripture ap
if they believe Jesus to be only huwan. If Jesus was not divine, then he cou
or be vesurvected. [t (s more consistent to support the doctrine of the Trin
Fatirer, Son and Holy Spivit are in a dynamic relationship with the Father

of the doctrine. The Trinity consists of Three Persons of the one God, emas
relationship built on love which humans should imitate with one another. (3
Hinduism has his avatars in the created world, God has his avatar of Jesus
Holy Spivit are inseparable as the one God. :
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Example 2

The Trinity is an essential idea within wost Christian denominations and ¢
pevsons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spivit. | will argue that Christi,
istic veligion {mc!cf

Those who believe tﬁ\e Trinfty makes C!/m tramtq a polt

fieve that it s {l

either. Ho wever,

Spirit — and so anstaawtg is not pof Jéme:gtzc,
Another argument used to claiv that the Trinity makes Christianity a pol
when Jesus was alive on earth, he could not have been the Son of the one
meant that God wmust have been sepavate people. When Jesus was alive, h
The Father existed separately. This shows how the Trinity must be like se
where the one Brahwman has many avatars, such as Vishnu, that dlip inte
Trinity is, therefove, not polytheistic but monotheistic with one God having:
his creation.

A fival argument that could be given to support the claim that the Trinit
L For example, P

the denominations that reject the doctrine of the T
the Holy Spivit ave not God and that Jesis |
Trinity as pointing to polytheisn

Hihan, These denomin
not suppert it. However, this

Wrictian if they believe Jesus to be only.

seripture and they ar,
then he
of the § '
Father S5 the Son, the Son foving the Father and the Holy Spirit being

rmed, mivacles or be vesurvected. [ is more ¢

also how members of hurankind can build a relationship with one another:

thewmselves from the original sin (wWhen Adam caused the vift between hum
and eating fruit frowm the tree of knowledge). Without the doctrine of the
crucial vole as being an aspect of God who seeks to be veconciled with hum

In conelusion, the doctrine of the Trinity does not make Christianity polyt
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4.  ‘The three theories of Atonement portray God as cruel.’ Evaluate this clai

Example 3 ;
Atonement refers to the idea that Jesus died on the cross to atone for hum
as soon as Adam committed the original sin of disobeying God by eating thy
knowledge. There ave three wain theories of Atonement in Christianity. "s
shows Jesus to have been sacrificed For huvaanit wnal substitution w
humanity free from punishment for thelsi esus died on the cross
example model that shows the s love for humanity and encous
argue that the sacrificiyliis stitution models portray God as crug

g

siel is an antiquated model which shows God as cruel beca:
see justice downe for the fault of Adam. He has fo have his de
on the cross. God is not only a debtor, but alse someone who uses his Son
be done. This makes God a vengeful and cruel God. Those defending this n
differently. Aulen argued that Jesus died on the cross to liberate humanity
death. He claimed that Hhe work of Christ is frst and foremost a victory
mankind in bondage: sin, death, and the devill. Jesus is not a scapegoat by
case, however, this does not change the way God needs justice done and his
model, thevefore, portrays God as cruel. 5

The penal substitution model also portrays God as a cvuel judge. Accomﬂr‘mgé
cross as recompense for the harm Adam had done by committing the OV{gc‘{*ﬁ
use Cialatians 3:13 to support their claims. It states that ‘Christ vedeemed
becoming a curse for us, for it is wiittes: “Cursed is.g
suffers because God wants retvibution. Thos
someone who willingly suffered fo
he hivnself was not a sin

ne who is hung
this model lay emp
wimanity. His death was a ¢
Vs how foving God must be to underg:
gn such suffering s not something any loving
{ God. :

R

The woval example model claims that Jesus died on the cross to emcowagas:siss
argue that this shows God as someone who made his Som suffer so that hwi
There are move loving and obvious ways to help humanity develop movally.
individuals divectly vather than using a scapegoat. Lutherans would also cr;
Justification by works. People ave encouvaged to better thewselves movally
to the good deeds they have done, taking the power away from God and h
see God as being loving by giving humans his grace. However, the moral exi
to be cruel. God is not someone out for revenge or justice but he wants win COPYRIGHT
moral development. Cood deeds are how we will be judged at the end of &

helping us realise how we can do tivs, with the example of Jesus, God waw PROTECTED
to be foving. Jesus, in being the Son of the Trinity ar

exanple model do od as cruel.
fn con he sacrificial and penal substitution models portray God as ¢
Jesus as'd scapegoat who is used to repay debts to God. The penal substitu
Judge who is vengeful and wants justice done. The moval example wodel, it
benevolent in wanting humanity to develop movally. He offers himself as t
tiis to humanity.
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Example 2

Atonement refers to the ldea that Jesus died on the cross to atone for hu
as soon as Adam comwnitted the original sin of disobeying God by ecating t
knowledge. There are three main theories of Atonement in Christianity.

shows Jesus to have been sacrificed for humanity. The penal substitution
humanity free from punishiment for their sins when Je
example model that shows the depth of God’

died on the cross:
hiimanity and encous
argue that all three models portray :

»-afuatéd model which shows God as cruel becas
: e done for the fault of Adam. He has to have his d
God is not only a debtor, but also someone who uses his Son

 This makes God a vengeful and cruel God. Those defending this
differently. Aulen argued that Jesus died on the cross to liberate humanity;
death. He claimed that the work of Christ is frst and forewost a victory
wankind in bondage: sin, death, and the devil’. Jesus is not a scapegoat b
case, however, this does not change the way God needs justice done and his
wodel, thevefore, portrays God as cruel. :

The penal substitution model also portrays God as & cruel judge. According
cross as recovapense for the harvm Adam had done by committing the orig

use Galatians 3:1% to support thelr claims. It states that “‘Christ r@dezwxed§
becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed (s everyone who is hung

suffers because God wants vetribution. Those defern. is wmaodel lay em

someone who willingly suffeved for the vest « Y. His death was a

he himself was not a sinner. foving God rust be to under

allowing your Son to suffering (s not something any loving

xomple model claims that Jesus died on the cross to encourag
shows God as someone who made his Son suffer so that humanity would |
loving and obvious ways to help humanity develop movally. For example,

divectly vather than using a scapegoat. Lutherans would alse criticise this
Justification by works. People are encouraged to betier themselves morallt
to the good deeds they have done, taking the power away from God and

see God as being loving by giving humans his grace. Those defending the

does not show God to be cruel as the other two models do. God is not so
but he wants what (s best for humanity, their moral development. Howevi COPYRIGHT
uses his Som to teach us a lesson, which is hardly fair on the Sow. PROTECTED
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Section 2: Faith and works, the community of beisever\\
moral principles '

Question Part a — testing AD1L

B

Examine Martin Luther’s views on the value of on by faith.

Example 1
Many Christians, such g
tetter of .

ieve in justification by works. Scriptu;
: he need to do good deeds because what (s th
show your belief in God through good deeds and help
belngs, MEKample. In this way, God can judge you based on your actions.;
will judge humans at the end of time and that some will go to heaven and
explained in the parable of the sheep and the goats, where the sheep go to

because they haven't helped anyone.

There ave Protestants who believe that doing good deeds is not important.
the value of justification by faith ave Martin Luther and Lutherans. They w

it is explained how doing good deeds, as in following laws that state that ye
not going to save you. All humans are sinners and as Augustine would stv
original sin, and <o it is only through God's grace that Christians can be savy
relying on God's grace brings us closer to God and so this is the only way z‘:c
with this view is that it (s selfish In only considering g your soul and Jg

others are going through. God is also a God 7 dnand so it (s W\OV“

creations to help each other.

Example 2
There are two views within Chvistianity on how a good Christian can obtai
believe that tivs can be done through doing good work. This is confirmed 1
2:14-26, where James stresses how faith without .
faith is by doing good deeds. On the other b

leeds *Is dead’ andt:
dire those whe belie
raportant and would refer to 7 and 5:1, for e
doing good degds, as in f '

Martin Luther i

Luther cotestant veformer, is one of the main proponents of justific

l
wp to believe that baptism and penance would save your soul, but he star

Latin assola fide. Luther, who was originally a practising Catholic, an Au

practice he found questionable was indulgences, which involved a person p
resolved from their sins without doing any perance. The Pope would issu
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Some clergy, such as Johann Tetzel, took this to an extreme and claimed ©
any dead velatives they believed would be in purgatory to be veleased. Lut
led to hiva wirite his controversial Ninety -five Theses which he pinned on hi
was the start of the Protestant veformation.

ching that also le

At the same time Luther was undergoing a deep so
2 ough God's grace th

Jjustification by works. He concluded that it
Seripture supported this view. F
that ‘the righteous will iy,
faith in Christ Jese
reject

A< fetters to the Romans (
ans 1:1.7) and Galatians 2:1.6 cla
winay be justified by faith in Christ and not by
view given in the Epistle of James that proposed th
deeds, & t an ‘epistle of straw’. He believed that Poul and Peter’s epis
you Christ am{ teach you all that s necessary and salvatory for you to kno
Justification by faith alone is the approach that rot only Lutheran Protesta

Chistian denominations today, such as Methodists and Evangelical Protas&%

6. Examine the importance of love thy neighbour in Christianity.

Example 1 :
One of the main purposes of the Bible is to teach Chistians key moral pring
both the Old and New Testaments. The Old Testament, for example, contd;

(Exodus 20: 1-17) and in the New Testament theve ave the teachings of J
Ten Commandiments, he felt that the greatest commandment was to ‘fove

as yoursell” (Luke 10:25-28). The sec

such scholars as Joseph Fletcher tuation ethics, and liberat

Sobrine and Gustavo o priovitise helping those in need as a;

den Rule (s from the Old Testament, Leviticus 19:34,
ignevs as they too were once foreigners in Eqypt. In Genesis 1
was made in the ‘Tmage and likeness of God’ (imago dei) and so alf humamsg
because they are all God's creation. Jesus often stvessed this in his parables:
Giood Samaritan describes how a Jewish man, vobbed and (eft near to afyiw'

feflow Jews but by a Samaritan. Christians should be like the Samaritan wi
stranger or wot. This is what Jesus meant by neighbour, any fellow hamam§
Servon on the Mount (Matthew 5:4%2-48). He said: ‘But | tell you, love y E
who persecute you, that you may be childven of your Father in heavew’. T
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Christians to respect and help all human beings in need with the vewaid af

sential for Christ:

Jesus' main commandiment of ‘love thy neighbour is
is explained in John 4:20: ‘whoever cfarms t yet hates a brother
goes on to explain that if gcu can u can see, how can you fo
Loving God (nvolves fo “and those ave made in his image an

Chwistians being, Vsetting up many charities, in the past and pi
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Questio b - testing AQ2

Example 2
Love thy neighbour is one of the key teachings of Jesus and wost of the Go

treating everyone equally, including your enemy. Joseph Fletcher used this
ethics. This is an ethical theory that is teleological and so looks at the cons
consequences of your actions should be the most loving thing. This is agape..

situation ethics which means (€ is the one rule all Cf Fans should follow.

a mother has to steal to feed her stavrving farg! t foving thing to

the Ten Commandments. Jesus said #'go against the Ten Com
This is how you put love the 0 action.

showis ‘{ove L‘hq merg//xbow Fletciher taiks about how we shou!d help even s
thing to do. Jesus helped the poor and talks about how others should do ¢

liberation theologists believe. They help the poor in America against the co
believe that this is what Jesus would have wanted thew to do. The Catholi
argued that they were being too political. They believe in justification by fa
liberation theology doesn’t. E

| 7.

“The New Testament endorses sola fide.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1 :
This question vefers to the conflicting ideas of different Christians, where sou
is someone who does good deeds and others believe it is about faith alone (’s
New Testament endorses justification by works, not just faith. :
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One reason why doing good deeds is important in Chiistianity is because fa
clothe people. if Christians velied just on faith, then therz would be nobody:

help. A good Chwistian is someone who practises w25 of faith, hope a

Wis is confirmed in the
: d deeds ‘is dead’ and that the ¢
ve that do:’mg good deeds is not importa

virtues recognised by Aquings — and n

where James stresses how f
doing good deeds. '
vils in Romans 3-5, for example. Heve it explains &
hat state that you shoudd hz!;o those in need, is not going to

would i
follow
states
stress, we have all inherited the original sin, and so it is only through God’s.

he one who is rigiteous will live by faiti'. All humans are sinng

saved. Having faith in God and relying on God's grace brings us closer to G
save ourselves. The problena with this view is that it (s selfish in only consids
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ignoving the pain and suffering others ave going through. The stories of Jeg
the Impression that Jesus would not have encouraged this sovt of behaviour:

of cormpassion and so it (s more likely that he would want his creations to |
Testament, therefore, endorses justification by works as well as faith and w

example, in Mark & 30-44 ng good deeds, you are not follow

accovding to mand essential to being a good Chvistian. For e

Follow

Steps in ovder to avoid falling back into the original s
afone ghrgue that only Jesus is capable of doing good deeds. He fed ¢
perforva miracles. If humans were able to do good deeds to vedeenm their s
i charge of themselves and thelr own fate. As God is omnipotent, only Go
control the fate of our souls. The problem with this approach is it portrays.
personal, omnibenevolent God that Jesus promoted in the New Testament.
deeds to show themselves capable of God's love is wore fitting to an omnibe:
Golden Rule of ‘love thy neighbour’. Z

Following on from the point that doing good deeds is a way of showing ijOM
and vaercy is the final and the wmost important reason wihy Christians wou
of doing good deeds: the idea that your soul has to be judged on 50methfmg§
believe, from the Book of Revelation, that at the end of time, the dead will,

Judged for their actions. This is also ilfustrated ble of the sheep L\

A' {ped the poor and oppressed, v
s because they believed that faith is all

following them, you show your faith. However, Christians alse believe that
Trinity, and so following Jesus’ law of “love thy neighbow” (Matthew 22:36;
commandment in the Law’ should take priovity. This faw means that you
follow this commandment. Iin this way, doing good deeds is very importan
will be judged on Judgement Dag, which s why Jesus stressed it so sauch i
fn is own actions. This is why | can conclude that doing good deeds is imp;

New Testament does not endorse sola fide. COPYRIGHT
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Example 2 :
One veason why doing good deeds is lmportant in Christionity s because Faz
feed or clothe people. If Christians velied just on faith, then there would l’f)@%
who need help. This is confirmed in the Letter of James, James 2:14-26,
without good deeds is dead’ and that the only way of showing faith (s by d

2 to Paul's words
Ws that state that
weiging on God's grace brin
v with this view s that (¢ {s selfl

believe that doing good deeds is not important would

Here it explaing how doing good deeds, as in £

not going to save you. Having faith |
the only way to save oursel
soul and ignoving fering others ave going through.

L why doing good deeds is important for Christians is becaus
in Jesus' tootsteps. Jesus stood up for the poor and oppressed and helped t
deeds, you are not following in Jesus' footsteps which according to many th
good Chiistian. Those who belisve in faith alone might argue that only Jes:
if humans were able to do good deeds to vedeem thelr souls, then that wou
themselves and their own fate. As God is omnipotent, only God should be
of our souls. The problem with this approach is it portrays God as a dictat:
ovnibenevolent God. Allowing humans to do good deeds to show themse!vf
fitting to an omnibenevolent God. :

The final reason why Christians would have to accept the inportance of do:
gour soul has to be judged on something on Judgement Day. This is also ilfy
sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:31-46), wheie, A
sit ot God’s vight side (heaven), and th

ns who have dong

; vesent those wiro ha
oppressed, will go to the lfeft sids ve not committed any good de
faith is all they needed,

will Aoy cemc £ ¢ faithful to God will not go against God's law;

uld be wothing for God to judge thew

allible and by following them, you show your faith.

In conelusion, Christians should do good deeds as this will get them into /Aef;{*:%

IS not enough.
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8. ‘Contemporary Christian churches should foliow the New Testament mo

Example 1 :
| will argue that contemporary Chvistian churches should not follow the Nei
Contemporary Chiistian churches should not follow the, ew Testament mc
model is outdated. For example, the New Teg,

ist. Jesus only b
being wade out of the v

expected to be housewives. Genesis

should worlk at home and b “their husbands. Everywhere in

women being a h other and nothing about them having

v, it could be argued that Jesus vespected women,

Anather veason why contemporary Christian churches should not follow t'x'«eg
does not consider contemporary issues, such as abortion ov euthanasia. [t sg
because it is killing an unborn baby, but what if a woman cant look after a
For example, in the New Testament theve is a (ist of people who will not ga
howesexuals. Some Christians dow't think any of this is outdated but it is.

in conclusion, contemporary Christian churches should not follow the New

Example 2 :
The New Testament model is the model that the early Chiistians follow, ar

books in the New Testament. | will argue that contemporary Chirlstion ch
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One reason why contemporary Christion chuirches should follow this rmode '

fragmented in these curvent times. There are many denominations who aly

minor issues, and they have forgotten about what brivgsthem together. F

it seewed and tha’ Strictions even then. For example, in 1 Cor

‘some tusehold have informed me that there ave quaivels a

quairves sen members of the Christian church in Corinth to Paul. So

foltowied, whereas others argued it should be Peter. There were clearly al

However, this is just one minor aspect. The majority of early Chvistians w
practices, which is why Christianity was able to spread and become the w
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Another reason why contemporary Christian churches should follow the Ne
was reported to have been led under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The
emanation of the Trinity and so it is being guided by God himself. In Acts
how the fellowship of believers ‘devoted thewselves to the apostles’ teaching:
breaking of bread and prayer. This suggests there was umtg and that the
kzpt the earicer ‘ ‘kmst;ams éowie,a’, Howevetf, some A

¢

e

about 12 believers who go to a
would have worshipped. i

across as being waorve authentic than all the other denominations and chure
among each other. '

A final reason why contemporary Chvistian churches should folfow the Ne«v
was focused on prager and converting people to Christianity and so it had
derominations would fearn a lot From this and together would be vauch stri
instead of quarrelling among each other about the nature of the Trinity, as.
Catholics do, or about whether statues of saints count as idolatry, as some §
Reformation which split the Catholics fromw the Frotestants, they should coz:%:s
people’s souls. Critics would argue that this would be impossible as this di’ve.f
centuries and if there are differences, then they will never be able to work §
imagine the Catholic Church accepting that they

g about allowing
de their diffevences, t
they don't. However, reconeili churches is not m«po%i!ﬁ(’e as i
interfaith rims’aguz '

positions, for example. i they were willl

neighbo Contemporary churches should, therefore, follow the New Test
In conclusion, contemporary churches should follow the New Testament mode
focused on bringing people together as a fellowship of believers. Contemporar:
from this model of peace and should focus on teachings and spreading Jesus'
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Examiner’'s comments

Section 1: The nature of God, the Trinity and the Ato

Question Part a — testing AO1

1 1. Examine the need for the docirine o

Example 1~ Band 2, 6/20 :
This is a basic ‘ rilal knowledge and understanding of religion \\é
references | i ate has clearly learnt for this topic, but no scholars are:
answers th @ on in a basic way with limited breadth or depth. The responss
would allow for the paragraphs to be developed {such as PEEL). It appears as if
down any points that have come to mind, without any thought for structure. T
to religious scripture that are also relevant. No scholarly views have been inclu
made to other approaches made. Some specialist terminology used that is mai
heen left out. As some criteria for this band are missing, this is best placed tow

Example 2 ~Band 5, 26/20
This answer is excelient. It is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is d
knowledge of religion and belief when explaining the context of biblical quotes
response is focused and does not contain any redundancy, and is broad as it in
how the doctrine of the Trinity came about. There is depth and breadth with ir
There are detailed and precise references to the Bible {to get mto the top band
paragraph}. Alternative views have been referenced, su ithe views of the dif
of the decisions made about the doctrine of the Tr sent scriptural refes
made. There is a varied selection of scho uding those of Tertullian
terminology is used correctly t

1 2. Exam

Example 1 g, 28720

This answer is excelient. it is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is d
knowledge of religion and belief when explaining the context of biblical quotes
Victor. The response is focused and does not contain any redundancy, and is b
understanding of Aulen, the key scholar for this approach. There is depth and
from the Bible. There are detailed and precise references to the Bible {10 get in
include one per paragraph). Alternative views have been referenced, such as ¢
Different scriptural references are used o support points made. There is a vari
including those of Origen and the Eastern Orthodox Church. Specialist termino

esus as Christus Victor and how it might be criti

Example 2~ Band 4 15/20

This is a very good answer. There is precise and relevant
demonsirated. The response provides a detailed, £
breadth with good, relevant and insightfi
the points being made. There
Scholarly views, pariicu!’
response d

dge and unders
caunt of both Aule
he Bible. These refe
: Stevant connections made to oth
n, have been used correctly. Specialist
into the top band because it could be more detai
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Question Part b ~ testing AQ2

1 3. ‘The doctrine of the Trinity makes Christianity a polytheistic religion.’ Ev.

Example 1 - Band 5, 30/30
This is an excellent answer. There is detailed and convinci
developed with evidences and examples 5upp0rtmw 1
msaghtful evaluation of t e issue at the en

: writical analysis wit

“given in the form of the initial thesis statement
the thesis 2ing made and where the counterargument is being ma§
and logical S5 5¥S of the arguments and counterarguments. Relevant schoiariy?
understood correctly. This takes the form of views of different Christian denomi
references and books. There is insightful analysis showing clear understanding ¢
scripture. Specialist terminology is used correctly throughout. :

Example 2 — Band 3, 15/30 :
This answer is good. The analysis is mainly focused with some points lacking dev:
alternative religions more than Christianity. The evaluation is focused but could
points raised by the question are addressed successfully but to get into higher ba
needed. Most of the views are supported with relevant evidence, but not aiwayz
needed. Scholarly views are understocd in a general way and mostly appropriat
stating that Protestants reject the doctrine of the Trinity. Reasonable analysis of
various aspects of the approaches studied; could be more developed with releva
denominations. Specialist terminology mainly used ¢ .

4. ‘The three theories of Atonems as cruel.’ Evaluate this cla

R s

Example 18 !
Thisisane er. There is detailed and convincing critical analysis wit
developed, ! dence and examples supporting the view that the moral exas
three theories of Atonement that does not portray God as cruel. There is insigh
end of each paragraph. This takes the form of criticising the counterargument {t
statement) and linking it to the gquestion and the thesis statement made at the b
focused and so convincingly identified, and focuses on the issues raised by the g
the form of the initial thesis statement, where the argument in favour of the the
where the counterargument is being made. There is relevant evidence and logic
counterarguments. Relevant scholarly views are given throughout and understo
analysis showing clear understanding of the issues, with links made to scholars s
Specialist terminoiogy is used corractly throughout,

Example 2 ~ Band 5, 30/30

This is an excellent answer, There is detailed and co
developed, with evidence and exampies sup
cruel. There is insightful evaluation of
the counterargument {the vi
statement made at the

writical analysis wit
“w that all three theor
end of each paragraph. 7
ie thesis statement) and linking it to
the response is focused and so convincingly i
issues rais §8n. Clear views are given in the form of the initial the:
argument of the thasis statement is being made and where the counte
is relevant evitence and logical analysis of the arguments and counterargumentf
given throughout and understood correctly. There is insightful analysis showings
with links made to scholars such as Aulen. Specialist terminclogy is used correct§
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Section 2: Faith and works, the community of beisever\\
moral principles '

Question Part a — testing AD1L

i 5. Examine Martin Luther’s views on the value of.

Example 1 Band 2, 6/20
This is a basic, satisfactory »
by faith inth

: partial knowledge and understanding
ut this is basic. There is limited depth or breag
evidence g -e is made to some biblical passages that are relevant
full detail. 1@ a lack of scholarly views; Luther is mentioned but his views
into context. Thers is a basic connaction made to another view, that of justific
paragraph. However, the alternative view has not been put into context and is
paragraph on justification by faith. Due to a lack of detail, there is a lack of spe
some specialist terminology is used correctly.

Example 2 ~Band 5, 26/20
This answer is excellent. It is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is d
knowledge of religion and belief when explaining the context of Luther’s justifica
response is focused and does not contain any redundancy, and is broad as it incli
how Luther responded to those proposing justification by works, the Catholic Ch
with insightful examples from the Bible. There are detailed and precise referenc
top band, it is advisable to include one per paragraph). Alternative views have
of the Catholic Church. Different scripiural references a
selection of scholarly views; in this context it is the
Specialist terminology is used correctly thenus

ors of the books

6. Examine thei wve thy neighbour in Christianity.

knowledge of religion and belief when explaining the idea behind ‘love thy neight
and does not contain any redundancy, and is broad as it includes a detailed undé
by this commandment. There is depth and breadth with insightful exampiles fr
and precise references to the Bible (to get into the top band, itis advisable 1o
Alternative views have been referenced, such as the views given in the Old Tes
raeferances are used 10 support points made. There is a varied selection of scho
who have been inspired by Jesus’ teachings of ‘love thy neighbour’ and the vari
Bible. Specialist terminology is used correctly throughout.

Example 2 ~ Band 2, 8/20

This answer is basic. There is partial knowledge and und
response only answers the guestion in a basic wayw
the Bible and explain those references in,
and breadth in some areas wi
For example, the car’ad'ra
detailed or

ing of religion a
stways focused. A
e response and keep
. i biblical evidence. There is som
£t to include the parable of the Good Sam
.i'e scholars included, such as Fletcher, but other rel
118 to other approaches have been attempted but often le
ecialist terminology is used correctly but there is also some im
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Question Part b ~ testing AQ2

1 7.  ‘The New Testament endorses sola fide.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1 - Band 5, 30/30

This is an excellent answer. There is detailed and convingi
developed with evidences and examples 5upportmw 1
works, not just faith (sola fide}. There is i
paragraph ieads to the conclusio
criticising the counterargu :
thesis statem

: writical analysis wit

on ofthe issue at the o
Lunative way of structuring a 36
posing the thesis statement) and lin
gmmng The response is focused and so convin
the issues ¥ question. Clear views are given in the form of the initial
argument InGgr of the thesis statement is being made and where the counte
is relevant evidence and logical analysis of the arguments and counterarguments
given throughout and understood correctly and there is detailed biblical referen
showing clear understanding of the issues, with links made to scholars such as Ag
is used correctly throughout. f

Example 2 ~ Band 3, 15/30

This is a good answer. Analysis is mainly focused with good points made in answer
iot that is correct but without a clear position of intent at the beginning, it is difficu
going. Itis clear from the structure of the first two paragraphs that the answeris a

important, but the last point does not confirm this at the end because thereis no e
points raised by the question are addressed successfully. 1t presents different sides:
examplos and biblical references Mast of the views are supported with relevant es:
so scholarly view
is consistent with:

Example 1 ~5dnd 1, 3/30 :
This is a very basic answer. There is basic analysis with very little relevant conten
evaluation: there is no evaluation at the end of each paragraph and only a state
and end of the response. Some relevant points are made but these are not spec
is looking for. There is hardly any justification for the points made because the ¢
from the point of view of the whole Bible {Old and New Testament). Any refere
focused on what the question is really asking. There are no scholarly views men
of the connections between the various aspects of the approaches studied becag
enough on the issues raised by the question. Basic use of specialist terminglogy

terminology being employed. '

Example 2 ~ Band 5, 36/30
This is an excellent answer. There is detailed and ¢
with evidence and examples supporting
contemporary Christian churches

rivical analysis with thy
ihe New Testament model s
sightful evaluation of the issue at the
s an alternative way of structuring a 30-m:

of the thesis statement is being made and where the counterargument is being ma
iogical analysis of the arguments and counterarguments, Relevant scholarly views
authors of books in the Bibie and the context of those works, and understood corr
showing clear understanding of the issues. Specialist terminoclogy is used correctly
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ious thought

Social developments in
AC1, will be based .
¢  Spcialg 3 in religious thought — attitudes towards wealth: The
to Mar #-25; Matthew 6:25-34; Luke 12:33-34; 1 Timothy 6:10); app
biblical teaching on stewardship and the ascetic ideal; the prosperity Gospe::
¢  5Spcial developments in religious thought — migration and Christianity in §
migration to the UK, with reference to assimilation, provision of worship, s
culture. The reverse mission movement in the UK
s  Social developments in religious thought — feminist theology and the chan
The contrivution of Mary Daly and Rosemary Radford Ruether to feminist
men and women with reference to the issue of the ordination of women prig
the iives of believers and communities within Christianity teday.

15 usualiy studied in year 2 ofthe A Leveésa
 content: :

Exam-style guestions:
1. Examine the challenges of Christian migration to the UK,
2. Examine the different views held by Rosemary Radford Ruether and Mary

The paragraphs should start with:
¢  POINT —for example: ‘Ruether a
centre. She argues that

janity and the Bible are a
3% to be taken in context and reinterpi

women are “the devil’s gateway” (the words of Tertullian, father of Latin th
century CE)...
s  EXPLANATION of how the evidence / example / textual references illustrat '
then think it is natural that they are chosen above women and think they cay
they want, raping them, chastising them, and burning them at the stake (as f
2  LINK-for example: The prophets of Israel and lesus, who can be consider
the poor and oppressed, and in the same way, God would want his represer
in this way, Ruether argues that Christianity needs to be modernised and rig

or PEEL {with at least three paragraphs with this structure).

Part b} questions, examining AQZ, will be based on the f

e The extent to which wealthis asign of G

¢ Whether the ascetic ideal is comn

&  The extent to which the_ ‘ mission field. :
e The relati ' 1ih of Christian migrants into Christian church
] : en are equal in Christianity. !
&

which feminist theology impacts modern Christian practice.

Exam-style questions:
3. ‘Wealth is a sign of God’s blessing.” Evaluate this claim. :
4. ‘Women are not considered to be equals in Christianity.” Evaluate this cla
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These questions require two or more sides to an argument {an argument for or &
counterargument to that argument) followed by an evaluation. It is a good idea;
each point that is made. A way to structure the answer is to follow the pattern ¢
s  POINT 5
e  ARGUMENT

¢ COUNTERARGUMENT
s  EVALUATION

or PACE {with at least two arguments

Section 2 velopments in religious thaughg‘“

Historical d nents in religious thought are usually studied in year 2 of the
examining ACT, will be based on the following content:
s  Historical developments in religious thought ~ challenges from secularisa
non-refigious views on Christianity in the UK {the value of Christian faith sc
called a ‘Christian country’); beliefs conflicting with laws of the country; pe
{deciine of role and status of Christianity; reduced impact in public life; rests
s  Historical developments in religious thought ~ challenges from science: Ric
McGrath's contrasting views on the relationship between religion and scier‘a"%E
limits of science; the ‘God of the gaps’ argument.
s  Historical developments in religious thought — challenges from pluralism &
Difference between religious pluralisrn and tolerance of religious diversity; &
views expressed in the Christian Bible {Deuteronomy 6:5; Joshua 23:16; Johy
cantributions of John Hick and Karl Rahner to Christian smiusswsm {and th A
positions}; the difference between Christian universalisxg

Exam-style questions:
5. Examine how secularisati
6. Examine the diffe

Christianity.
a Christian might take towards other faiy

The paragr: _
e POINT sxampie: “There have also been many incidents in the media o '
in public which have been interpreted as offensive to other religions or athe,

e EVIDENCE / EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S) — for example: ‘For examg
worked for British Airways as a ground stewardess, wore a silver crucifix n A
or hide it while on duty...’

@ EXPLANATION of how the evidence / example / textual references illustrat
refused and was then put gn unpaid leave. BA argued that her wearing th
corporate image...”

e LINK/EVALUATE —for example: ‘These are ways in which Christianity has be*%:3

or PEEL (with at least three paragraphs with this structure).

Part b} question, examining A0Z, will be based o
#  The effectiveness of the Christian r
&  The extent to which the L
e  The extent to whi

% ftenge of secularism.
Christian country.

Fhust be an atheist.

uced the role of God in Christianity. E
ch it is possible to be both a committed Christian and a rel,

#  The extent to which the Christian Bible promotes exclusivism,

Exam Preparation Pack for A Level Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 53 0f 103 &

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Exam-style guestions:

7. ‘The UKis no longer a Christian country.” Evaluate this claim.

8.  ‘The Bible is exclusivist towards other faiths.” Evaluate this claim. :
9. ‘Science has reduced the role of God in Christianity.” Evaluate this claim.

These guestions require two or more sides to an argument {an argument for or &
counterargument to that argument) followed by an e {tis a good idea s
each point that is made. A way to structure the 2 ollow the pattern c
e  POINT : f
2  ARGUMENT

®  COUNTERARGLI?

~

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Exam Preparation Pack for A Level Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 54 of 103 &




Sample answers

Here are some answers to these guestions. Not all answers would be awarded
examiner’s comments at the end of this section explain why. Students could try
them to develop their exam skills:

Section 1: Social developments in religious thought

Question Part a — testing AQ1L

i 1. Examine the challenges of Christian migration to the UK,

Example 1 ;
Migration has becowe an issue for Christians in the UK because it has turneg
society and not a Christian one any more. There are some immigrants whe:

Pentecostal Christians from Africa, but most immigrants are non-Christiarn

helped Christianity a bit but have set up their own churches. However, son

es are very diffe
a fot in church and the Holy Spirit wa g and talk in different

R

alfenges in some positive ways. For exans
snirerfaith diafogues with other faiths. This shows that:
. Entering into interfaith dialogues is proof that Christian:

Chisti
about
faiths and open to the freedom of religious expression.

However, those Christians who believe it is their duty to spread the Gos;aze’s%

Christianity in oirder to save their souls find other faiths a challenge. Sprea
apostles set out to do after Jesus' resurvection and it is what all Christians
Catholics also believe this and before Pope Jolw Paul II's encyclical, they cla
outside the Chuvch. Since Pope John Paul ils encyclical, Catiholics are open
which profess that Jesus is not the Son of God which is siwilar to ideas of J
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islama. Cathelics ave inclusivist because they arve accepting of other Christior

enter into interfaith dialogue. There are also other types, of inclusivism, suc

: low Chiistion principles by avoi
ve considered an Anonymwous Chistian f;

aviour and the Son of God. But Jesus hivaself dewonstra

towards yone. For example, in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Lu

helps somweone not from his own faith, a Jew.
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ntiry and more recently, in particular, theve has been a rise
ese immigrants are Christion, which s good news for Chwisti
veligion that would encourage the integration of iramigrants as it states in
foreigner vesiding among you must be treated as your native-born’. This
attendance but not all the churches attended are the established churches
centurizs in the UK. The result (s that many new forms of Chiristianity ha

One challenge of Christian migration to the UK is the cultural and linguist
compared to those of the UK. Some Christian imimigrants have attended
they can practise their veligion and worship as they ave accustomed to in
difficulty because they practise the same and speak the same language. H
speak the language or may not worship in the same way. For example, €
able to understand the sermons. As a result, some chuirches have taken o
ave given out in other languages so that worshippert.:iistill participate f
However, not all churches are able to do thiss s ied to Polish or Li

Digbeth. So, although the;
integration has :

West African Christians. Pentecostalism has contributed to Chyistianity be
the southein hemisphere than in the novrthern hewispheve, which was not
Pentecostal churches gain their inspivation, structure and methods of wors
where the Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost and all ‘were filled with the Ho
other tongues as the Spivit enabled thew'. This charismatic, experiential «
the presence of the Holy Spirit into the congregation, changing the congreg:
different Frov the liturgy of the traditional churches. There are some estab
the UK but not many and so this has led to an increase in black-led Pented;
big cities. One of the most successful ones is the Redeemed Christian Chures
House church attracting two thousand people for Suida service. These ¢

oy

~WWigration to the UK has been vesponses from
80 Christianity. Countries that were once invaded by

speakers from those countvies to come and give a talk. There may be stud
their spare time, may leaflet or preach to the public. These missionaries h
waindy due to cultural bavviers.
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2.  Examine the different views held by Rosemary Radford Ruether and Mary

Example 1 :
Rosewary Radford Ruether and Mary Daly are twe key female figures in d
theology. They both believe that Christianity and the Bible ave sexist and ¢
but Ruether is a Catholic theologion who argues in favour of veform within
Daly is a post-Christian feminist who rejects Chri A
because of its very nature.

e Bible ave androcentric in placing m

Ruether arcepts that
: ien in context and reinterpreted in our tines wh

hvistianity is pure and has become distorted by men wis
B Genesis 3, Adam was tempted by Eve to eat from the forbia,
often used to support sexist claims that women are “the devils gateway (the
Latin theology from second to thivd century CE). Men then think it is natur
women and think they can then treat women however they want, raping th
thew at the stake (as witches or heretics). n Numbers 322712 {t encour
prize for war: ‘Now kill all the boys. And kill every woman who has slept wit;
every givl wiro has never slept with a man’. Fuirther evidence of this androce
appear as Jesus. However, Jesus displayed wany feminine qualities and was
talked about in the Old Testament. Jesus serves people rather than rules the:
the feet of his disciples (Johw 13:1-17). Ruether points out that ideas about,
socially determined and that Jesus was androgynous in having both qua!f'ﬁes.é
Catholic Church for prowoting Mary and her qualities of passivity, meekness '
qualities other women possessed. The only other alternctive the Church gived
a tesptress. Ruether vefers to other forms o
but, as a Catholic, believes that th !

Wag 3

needs uiem;sed and ¥id itse F if of sexism

As a post-Chiristian feminist, Daly questioned why we should even consider :

years to a society that has nothing in common with our society now. Thicy
has contributed to trapping women in Submissive and oppressive roles, info,
Daly, the original sin represents the moment when women were turned in
becoming anyihing but wives and mothers. Instead, veligion should encour
everyone. Daly believes that theology treats God as a noun, as a static obje;
and judge sins. The same applies to Jesus, who is portraged as a God -Man:

to be like because they are the wrong gender. Wovshipping a God -Man is t COPYRIGHT
are also treated as objects, nouns, which (s why women are subject to so m PROTECTED
also led to otiae;f Fo;fms of w'o!emre, such as gémocfdz. Daly proposes that we

avmiabfe to afl pzopf
Women need to come Logzt
change and fight o nal oppression.

impossible because the very foundations of the religion are static, veduced
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Example 2
Rosemary Radford Rusther and Mary Daly are two key female Flgures in dis

theology. Ruether is a Catholic theologian who argues in favour of reform ¢
whereas Daly i a post-Christion feminist who rejects Christianity outright
veformed because of its very natuve. f

chdeseribed in the
nly male prophets and

The zssence of Chwistianity (s the belief in one g
incarnation of himself inte a male by
veligion that is patriarchal, “downination and oppression of w

evil temptations. fof Daly, which can be Fully justified when

‘f’»\w;tram roots, has treated women. For exawple, i
som a vib from Adam (Genesis 2:2.8) and women should wor
their husbands (1 Timothy 2:10). In the first few centuries CE, Tertullian
gateway' and Saint Augusting suggested that women were not made in Go
men being made in God's fmage and likeness). As Daly says, “if God is male
wieans by this is that with this focus on God being male, males then think :
to women. Men then think it is natural that they are chosen above wowers:
women however they want, raping thew, chastising them, and burning the

heretics). In Numbers 31:17-18 {t encourages the raping of young givls as,
boys. And kill every woman wiho has siept with a man but save for yourse

with a man’. This s just some of the evidence that supports Daly’s view th
should be replaced, not reformed.

Bible needs to be%
y between the sexes.

Ruether would vespond to these claims by sayin,

reinterpreted in our times where there |

become distorted by men w. or thelr own gain. Ruether ag

males by having the

decided carnate as a woman, (t s possible he would never have been n
society that domirated at the tHime. As a post-Christion fesainist, Daly wo
consider a veligion that dates back 2000 years to a society that has nothing
now. Ruether would vespond that theve is still a lot to be gained from folls
embodies female wisdom and can encourage men to become more respectf:
{ittle evidence that men have acknowledged this and changed their ways to
fvapossible to convinee the men of power in the Catholic Chureh, for examp
vewritten to show the more femining qualities of Jesus. This is the view of
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against Daly by saying that God is not sivaply wmale but & Father of alf crea
state that Chuistianity cannot be vewritten or reformed, he still supports t
Chistianity which is what both Daly and Ruether g4 itly want to cha

Ruether would be happy to see th gained positions of author

and have conducted t tame way a5 any male would. Howe ;
achieved thei : ease and have wet lots of opposition within th
g to Cathcai:c:sm in protest. (tis also the case that the (
‘Guing that under the apostolic tradition that they follow, only

the disciples thewselves were all male. Ruether is a Catholic and theve is {it

heir views have been taken seriously. Daly is likely to have received more rex
Ruether for this reason. [t is impossible to imagine the Catholic Church eves
of women, 1
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testing AQ2

| 3.

“Wealth is a sign of God’s blessing.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1
Christianity is understood by wost to teach that wealth (s not important a
and it is a distraction from what is ivportant: believing in and worshippin,
wealth is not a sign of God's blessing.

One reason why wealth is not a sign of God’s blessing is because of what th
Testament there are veferences to vich men that won't go to heaven, e.g. 6
the borvower s slave to the lender (Proverbs 22:7). These suggest that Chy
not to gain wealth and that it is not God's blessing. Hrusever, other parts &

which may sometimes be obtained at the expense of others.

One group of Catholics who criticised the accumulation of wealth at the exp
livelihoods is liberation theologists. Liberation theologists such as Gustave G

later part of the twenticth century supported the poor and oppressed in S
government corvuption. They believe that those in power have the wealth
and wealth is highly unequal leading to so much poverty and suppression.
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who had no wealth and fought for the poor and oppressed in his lifetime.
povtray vich men as having no hope of entering heaven. For example, the
uke 16:1.9-31).
Gliberation theolog

12:13-21) or the parable of the rich wan and Lazarus 7

Church at the time thought that this was naive

ers do need to inten

that wealth is not God's blessing.

A final reason why wealth (s not God's blessing is because, as Craig Blomber:
to the nation of lsrael and not to individuals. This makes sense if we consia
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figures from the Bible wio are often not wealthy. For example, in the Old
wiaintained his faiti despite losing his wealth or Moses who was originally fi
became a shepherd. Critics might point to the fact that giving a nation we:
blessing to be a wealthy citizen of a wealthy nation. They way point to othy
Bible, such as Abraham, who was vewaided with wealth in the forvm of sifvé
to the fact that God demanded the tabernacle to be buils from expensive wi
have been blessed with wealth are in the wai
that it will not corvupt their spivit
peeple’s faith and dedication
peeple to worship hi

S

In cond
wealth 3 d wealth (s not a sign of G ao{’s bieSSmg C?on! s rowemao{ wrté
not their financial security. It is actually the opposite case, that God comd@i
to be selfish and gain their wealth at the expense of others. The fact that [
against the wealthy to help the poor and oppressed shows that they are dot
veceive God's blessing moie than those who are in receipt of wealth. :

Example 2

Chwistianity is understood by wost to teach that wealth is not important
is not a sign of God's blessing but a distraction from what is important: b
However, | will argue that wealth is a sign of God’s blessing.

People might think that Christianity does not allow for wealth, and it (s mo
of what the Bible says. In the New Testament ther fevences to rich §
‘the rich rule over the poor and the borrowes;
Christianity is encouraging pzop e ny J
today's capitalist, consum
them we will be

o ¥he lender (Prov
= This is seen as a pr:
re we are bowbarded with adve
ther parts of the Bible teach Christians i
- “houses and wealth ave inherited from parents,
Giod gives you everything you need. wealth is, ¢

\ggests that

One group of Catholics who criticised the accusmulation of wealth at the e
(ivelihoods is liberation theologists. Critics of liberation theology argue tha
having wealth. Liberation theologists such as Gustavo Guiierrez and Osca
twenticth century supported the poor and oppressed in South Awnerican ¢
corvuption. This led to Oscar Romero being assassinated. The Pope and 1
thought that this was wrong. However, veligious leaders do need to inteirv
because if they did nothing, then they are not doing theiv duty as good €
and oppressed and so should all good Chwistians. Liberation theologians siz\of COPYRIGHT
blessing to wealth. PROTECTED

A fival reason wihy some might think that Ge
covirupt. Christians are naive to th
doesn't go towards the p

Hessing to wealtih
ven in church goes to i
the Chureh. The Chuirch owns a f

Wd people giving money to the Church are p;
rque. F -iowever the Church has to have some wealy

and expensive 1it

40 to Wovsing am{ (,Pm t:amrty) with its tzac:’?\mqs on wealth, would go 'mtoé
look at the UK today. Churches are being sold off and converted into flats :
between the poor and the super-rich gets bigger. People no longer feel as :
see it as an achievement. There have always been rich and poor but, if we
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billions of poor people seem disproportionate to the few billionaives that thes
God's blessing. -

4.  ‘Women are not considered to be equals in Christianity.” Evaluate this ciaivé

Example 1

Christionity arose in a society that was patriarchal and as a result its teack
women. This answer will argue that despite this, Christianity does consider;
because it should be taken in the context of its times and has since been ups
understand what Christianity really teaches.

Traditional Christians who read the Bible ay will believe that m

wade a good covament in this respect. He argued that although God is p
case that God is neither male nor female. God has parental qualities but s
wother or father. This makes sense and would be more fitting with the o
sees God as transcendent and, according to Thomas Aquinas, begond our
therefore, does consider women to be equals because its deity (s neither m
gender distinction made by humans.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

S0, the sexist interpretation of the Bible is only one way of viewing the Bi
to use Christianity to undermine women. If they were to vead other pass

also contains instances wheve women are presented | her ways. This is
who argues that the Bible needs to be reinte
and Christianity should not be vej

than macho qualities, whi

apostle of the aposties. The fact that some Chyistians, for example, withi
ignove her significance and also grant males important positions of power
jpriests} doesnw't wiean that Christianity as such does not treat women as e
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Catholics may respond to this and justify their appointing of males only in

Catinolic Church by claiming that they follow the apostolic tradition that on
apostles appointed bishops, in the patriarchal society that was then prevm’ei
case since. If they accepted Mary Magdalene as an apostie, they would tiaeaf,;:;
priest, bishop, cardinal or even Pope. [t (s move the case that they are ww‘i
hornour Jesus’ maother, the Virgin Mary, and so they : A
Catholic Church will vepent and see the evvo

t completely sexi.
s, Ruether hopes.;

Fewninists such as Mary Dol * Hampson would rather veject the '
that Chyistianity,

vicars

vomen as equals. But the fact that some di

uch as thf: Chuych of England — suggests that it wau«‘a%

for the ather than reject it completely. Christianity has a lot to offe;
world’s bigge% veligion, and suggestions of getting rid of it ave not going to
change Christionity from within, TS (s not an easy thing to do, which is w
suggest its total rejection. The ordination of women vicars and bishops has
who befieve that God meant for men o be in charge. They are assuming tini
can understand another male. As has been previously argued, Alister McGre

the nature of God and this would wmean that both male and females are Fitt

in conelusion, Christianity does treat women as equals and slowly some a’em\
Christ vespected women and showed himselfl to have female qualities. ﬂ/sosf
to be taken in context. We should not veject Chwistianity altogether becaus
some of its members support this sexisma. We should improve Chiistianity t

Jesus taught and how the true nature of God is ale nor femmale).

Example 2 :
The idea of wowen bein; ual in Christionity is a hotly debated i
believe th to be reformed, such as the Catholic theologion

that the sexisn is oo degply embedded in the religion:
post-C¥ W feminist. This answer will argue that women are generally n

most Christians.

One of the reasons why women may be said to be considered equal by Chri
wen and women are equal. God created thewm both. Jesus, as the Son of ¢
stood up for them. Ruether, a Catholic feminist, points out that Jesus vesp,
male and fernale qualities. He was not the warlike messiah that is talked a
seived people vather than vules as is shown when he washes the feet of his
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could also be added that had God decided to incarnate as a wowan, it (s p
noticed in such a patriavchal society that dominated at the time. Daly wo
ibed in the Bible
ale prophets and;

essence of Chiistlanity is the beliel in one God, a God,
tncarnation of himself into a wale body. Th

veligion that s patriarchal, encou ation and oppression of wi

evil temptations. For

Another reason why Christianity does not treat women as equals is evidency
Church Fathers. Paul, for example, asks women to work at home and be s
Timothy 2:10). In the first few centuries CE, Tertullian described women
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Augustine suggested that women were not made in God's image (Genesis 1
God's image and likeness). However, Paul also seems to show respect for ce
apostle Junia, who he greeted in Ws letters to the Romans (Romans 16:7)
fernale, for you are all one in Chist Jesus' (Galatians 2:2.8) indicating that
Ruether also draws attention to some Christian movements that did treat

Montanists From Asia in the 2nd century CE. Howe s moverent wa

Tertullian and Paul is predominantly remen

advice to women.:
husbands and so most Christians do :

n equally.

According to Cat; n are equal but have different voles. Wome:

Not even the works of Ruether ave likely to persuade an old patriarchal tva
Catholic Church to treat women as complete equals. However, theve ave ¢
moved with the times. For example, in the Chuvch of England ordination
taking place since 1994 with success. 32 female priests were ordained as
was consecrated in 2015 as fivst feraale bishop, and these have been a rea
that this isn't a success when you ook at those priests, bishops and ordinar
to Catholicisna — or the Anglo-Catholic Churel — since women were able ¢
England. These priests, who weve marvied as is custom in the Church of E
Catholic priests although the Catholic Cluurch doesn't usually affow priests ©
bent the rules to accommodate these vaen who clearly saw women as uneg
Chwistians do not treat women equally.

in conclusion, | agree with Daly and th y-does not treat wome

exceptions in the past and th

Ciz;;*f'stianitg did treat women

today in all denominas drehes. instead, there ave a few isolated

Froles to wen in the church and a few rare cases in:
Wie vespect, such as Junia by Paul. The majority, however, §

ai"md UNES {.
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Section 2: Historical developments in religious th@ughj

Questions Part a — testing AQL

| 5.

Examine how secularisation has affected Christianity.

Example 1
in the twenty-frst century, sec

ten driven by an increase |
Richard Dawking causi t0 gquestion Christian beliefs. Dawkiv
child abuse becarzs “tiircing childven to befieve in Christianity. Thei
h most Christians only going to church when there is
goother to go to church on a Sunday or any Sunday. All this 53
hippy revolution wheve the hippies didn't fike the traditional views of the (“

shoudd live in sin and there should be free love without marriage and aborti

Since the 12605 theve are move people commitiing adultery and not vesp
having abortions, ete. This process of secularisation in Britain has meant ¢
something personal and private and not something that should be forced o
to believe whatever you want to believe leading to Britain becoming a mults

The effects of secularisation have led to Christianity changing shape. There
nonconforemist Protestant churches, such as Methodists, Pentecostalists and
chuvches encourage the presence of the Holy Spivit, one of the Trinity. Thi
practise Mass. There 1S also an increase in Chvistian new yeligious movemes

other non-Christion new religious movements im their inspivation

mpaoitant role mode;

Example 2
Secularisation is when religion no longer has an influence on political and <
that is particutarly prowinent in the West, including the UK, today. The s

began with the Reformation when Henry VIl went agairst the Pope and se

form of Christianity. This breakaway from the urch eventually

cated by rulers. Chure

Huwnans as the pinnacle of God's creation is questioned by considering the f;
evolution from apes over millions of years. Iin the twenticth century, the wé
faith as many fost their lives on the battlefields. The countercultural V@vof’u*“?i
decline in traditional Christion beliefs. :
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in the twenty-first century, secularisation is further driven by an increase
Richard Dawking causing move people to question Christion beliefs. Evide
secularisation affect Chwistianity can be seen in the decling in church atten
church attendance halved) and in people claiming to be Chistian in the ¢
the 19505 saw an increase in chureh attendance, the 19605 challenged ¢
leading to further decling in church attendance and b In 1950, 7%
Christian whereas in 2011, this was only 1.2 {onger feel they

adirere to Christian morals such as Sudled, not committing adul
f the things that might have &
g how morality differed in these cultures an:

siame vecognised as just the wovd of man and less authé

of life and not having abors
studies of other ¢

in Britain has meant that Christianity has become something:

something that should be forced on everyone and theve is freedom to believ
leading to Britain becoming a multifaith society, which shows how secularis,

Studies conducted by sociologist Linda Woodhead have vevealed that secud
younger generations. 0% of those claiming to have no veligion are aged
Christion aire aged 60 and above. Not all those of the younger generation
41.5% of thew are. The rest ave sceptical about organised veligion but ad
Dalai Lama. Sowe of thewm reject the idea of faith schools which is one w
encourage belief. 30% of all schools in the UK. are Chwistian faith schools
and with governors from a Chuistian background being responsible for the
sehools often have a good veputation and because they choose to take chil

Christion, parents have started attending churcl to get their chi

Secula

motive Beaching people at a young age to become Christian.

There have also been many incidents in the media of Chiristians expressing thy

been interpreted as offensive to other veligions or athelsim. For example, in
for British Afrways as a ground stewardess, wore a silfver crucifix necklace an
it while on duty. She refused and was thew put on wunpaid leave. BA argued:
conflicted with their corporate image. Another exavaple is an advert that
showing people saying the Lord’s Prayer that was banned because the comy
political or veligious affiliation. These are ways in wiich Chvistianity has begr

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Exam Preparation Pack for A Leve! Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 65 of 103




6. Examine the different approaches z Christian might take towards other fa

Example 1 :
in today's multicultural and wultifaith society many different veligions exist
have different belief systems, some of which elash considerably. The probles

can be accepted or vejected. An exclusivist argues ¢
religions are wiong even if their beliefs would

ir veligion is the
ve the same. On t
to their own, thus theg
@ that all veligions have some gr:

argues that other veligions may have
vefigion is still unique. A !,
are ail valid.

aivlical passage used as a foundation for Chiristian exclusivism is .
that faith in Chist is imperative for salvation. it states ‘Jesus answered,
the life. No one comes to the father except through me”) Chiistians who &
faith typically accept two exceptions to this passage, the fivst being ch;’e’dr@yé

they can understand and commit to Chvist. Their salvation is seen as a sige
The other situation is someone wWho has never encountered Christ: for exans
In this particular situation, the way to judge this person’s viability for salvas

vesponded to ‘general revelation’, God's law seen through nature. Despite
wnderstanding for biblical fundamentalists (s that all those who ave not con
condemned. Therefore, spreading the word of Ciarist thiough evangelism is
otherwise be conderned will be saved. The idea of exclusivism was also tras
Catholic Church, and the idea of extra ecclesiam nudla salus, which means t

Chureh, has defined the velationship between th nd other faiths a.

R

view was aftered by Vatican 11 it still v

On the other hand, th fsin, which is suppovied by multiple b:bé’

plans sabs

s and not just Christians. An example of tifwc,p%

se how true it is that God does wot show Favouritism but

s hina and does what is right’, which suggests an inclusivism ag
the author of Acts takes the approach of Judaism, Roman and Greek veligi
the modern inclusivism approacih. Karl Ralwner took a different approach
Chwistianity and other faiths; he adopted the approach of ‘anonymous Chif
Christians in practice, worship ov belief ave still alble to experience grace an
the saving grace of God wmay be working in and through them, implying th
rather than through faith. Those who belong to a lawful religion, such as J
can build a velationship with God in the same way as a Christian would.
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Jobu Hick s a famous Christian pluvalist who argues that there is a cormm

are just di { : of ultivaate reality. Christianity needs the eqi

. Chwistions need to realise that Chiistianity and th

afterlife that allows for the continuation of spivitual growth. All humans wi
Reality, eventually, which wakes his approach universalist as well.
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Example 2
In a society with many different veligions, all with different belief systems, ¢
all of thew can possibly be true. An exclusivist argues that their veligion is 3

refigions are wirong even if their beliefs would appear to be the same. On
argues that other religions may have similar aspects to their own, thus th

religion s still unique.

Wor Chiistian exclusivisms

One crucial biblical passage is used

say that faith in Chvist s | saivation. ‘Jesus answered, 'l am

ex;epf through me.”. (‘hw’#'ams who ad

other sit:
this particular situation, the way to judge this person's viability for salvati

tion is someone who has never encountered Chvist; for example,

responded to ‘general vevelation’, God's law seen through nature. Despite
understanding for biblical fundamentalists is that all those who are not co
condemned. Therefore, spreading the word of Christ thvough evangelism is;
otherwise be condemned will be saved. The idea of exclusivism was also tras
Catholic Chuveh, and the idea of extra ecclesiava nudla salus, which means
Church, has defined the relationship between the Church and other faiths

view was altered by Vatican Il it still remains.

On the other hand, theie is inclusivisim, wiich is suppoited by wmultiple bibl
Sin example of these

plans salvation for all humans and rot just Christiz

how favouritism buts

Chistia 3883 practice, worship or belief are still able to experience grace a

the saving grace of God way be working in and through them, inplying t
vather than through faith.
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Questions Part b — testing AD2

i 7. ‘The UKis no longer a Christian couniry.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1
On the one hand, the UK is no longer a Christian cou
are not alfowed to show they ave Clwistian |
argue that it is.

because there asfeé
the other hand, fé

One reason Wi W Chistian countiry is because most people

how the UK is not a Christian country.

The UK (s stilf a Chwistion country because theve are still some people that
churches everywhere. Some have been knocked down but there ave stifl mad
also still more people that are Chvistian than atheist. There are some who
of other religions in the UK, such as Muslivas and Hindus. This means that

However, the UK is still a Cheistian country because the head of the cownt
and he is the head of the Church of England. Lots of people still believe th
they wust also believe in Christianity or that the UK is a Christian country.:

However, theve have been lots of examples of Chy; ho have been prog

wearing Christian clothing or used their iev people. For example:

not to wear her crucifix at wor!
their hotel.
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Example 2
In previous centuries, the UK was a Christian country with the majority o

n the past century, due to the vise in atheism and the migration of people;
questionable whether the UK can or should be called a Christian country.
stilf a Chwistian country.

I a Chwistian couws

One veason why some may question whether the
wtaing themselves Chris
when people started cha

59% of %
church attendance is in decline, this does not mean people are no longer C

K population claiming to be Christion, according to the 2011

wheo are Christian, where they believe without belonging, which means the
believe in Christianity and its values. Sociologist Grace Davie makes this g
Chistion with those that ave atheist. Atheism is still very much in the wi
had wo veligion in the 2011 census. Some way point to the fact that this
because in the previous census it was 15%, signalling the decline of Cheistia
Christionity may be in decline, but it still dominates the UK with the maj

Another reason why the UK may not be considered a Christian country s
i national iife. For example, there is no longer a ‘Songs of Praise’ on Sun
Radio s Thought for the Day’ has atheists and other religions contvibutiv

childven after biblical authors and characters, shi ow open on the

corvect to say happy holidays instead of aas. Richavd Dawlki

on TV eriticising Christianity 2 in TV debates. However, these

Clristianity s nwo lon. the UK. There are many examples o
i wati
in the 3

mang

wple, theve ave still chuvches in every village, tows
fovds voting on bills and laws that come inte effect in the
Stian farth schools funded by the state. People may ne longer ¢
but they ave still national holidays. This suggests there is still a dominant

ard so the UK is still a Christian country.

A fival reason why it could be arqued that the UK is no longer a Christian
ncreasing presence of other veligions. Instead, the UK should be called vau
the UK are celebrating other religious festivals such as Eid in Islam or Diw.
veligions often make the news with stories of discrimination; for example,
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from jobs due to the wearing of the hijab. Chiistians, on the other hand,
thelr religion items. For example, Nodia Eweida, wio worked for British
or hide it while
e cross conflicte

wore a siiver crucifix neckiace and was asked to remov,

then put on unpaid leave. BA argued that h :
However, these examples do not sue K as a nation is no longs
individuals or companies S - s stifl the case that the maj

Christion but ¢

fn Cong

presenc BT national life may be on the decline, there is still a significant a

Chwistian, believing without belonging. The increase in other faiths and at
Christianity but it still holds the vast wgjority of people’s hearts.
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8. ‘The Bible is exclusivist towards other faiths.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1
There ave diffevent ways a Christian approaches another vefigion. Exclusivi

Christionity has the truth. Inclusivisea is where other ret’z'gr’oms are included
compatibili ty with Christianity, but lemcmawm is s w2 Truth. Pluralism:

Once an individual has mamagea’ to achieve szIF~-'f:mmsfoafmafriom, t&\ey will a
with God. Taling this view suggests that therve are at least some Christion:
However, this is not what is stated in the Bible. The Bible encourages Chiid

Son of the Trinity and that he is the only way to salvation. This is conffrm
1426, ‘Jesus answered, | am the way and the truth and the life. No one ¢
through me’. This clearly states that Jesus s the Son of God and the only
Jesus is just a prophet or Theravada Buddhists who don't even believe in G
according to the Gospels. This is one reason why the Bible is exclusivist amdé

Some may argue that the Bible teaches tolerance towards other faiths and
For exavple, in the parable of the Good Sawaritan (Matthew 5: 43-47), i

saves the injured Jew. Another example is frow 4 i now realise

show favouritism but accepts from eve sne who Fears hivn and:

Rakwner, a Catholic theologia ning the term ‘anonygmous Chcf\

view. He believed tha

are mot aware of Christianity or membe

Christians God's grace and be saved. Ralwner can be de:
y the Bible is exclusivist is because it encourages Christia
faiths.
is the view of many evangelical Christians, for example. 1t is what the apos:

lans ave told it is their duty to spread the Gospels and convers

resuriection and it is what all Christians are supposed to do. 1t is explaines;
example, ‘And he said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the Gospe
befieve this and before Pope John Paul [I's encyclical, they clainaed that the

Church. Since Pope Joln Paul (I's encyclical, Catholics are open to other d
This still makes thewa exclusivist in a Christian sense. The aim of most Chii

they are exclusivist towards other religions. COPYRIGHT

Another option is to arque that the Bilble encowrages closed inclusivism. Ca PROTECTED

the same way as Rahner, do accept other Christi inations. This is

Testament emphasise that therve is only one truth. In the Old Testament,

unfaitihful, they ave punished. For example, in Joshua 23:1& it warns that:
good land that he has given to you' if you break God’s covenant. This inclug:
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shalt worship no other gods before me’ wiich other religions break. This to%
the Bible is exclusivist. f

in conclusion, the Bible in both the Old and the New Testament is exclusivis
religions. The Bible makes clear that worshipping other qoas is punishable,
ti«mugh Jesus Christ and that this is what Chiistia 4

Theve § WE a Christian approaches another veligion. Exclusivis

Christic he truth. Inclusivism is where other veligions are included:;

covapat, ty with Christianity, but Civistianity is still the Truth. [ will arg'
towards other faiths. ’

Sowme may arque that the Bible teaches tolerance towards other faiths and
For example, in the parable of the Good Sawaritan (Matthew 5: 43 -47), iy

saves the injured Jew. Ancther example is from Acts 10:34 ‘| now realise
show favouritise but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and;
Rahner, a Catholic theologian famous for coining the ferm ‘ancnymous Chig

view. He believed that people who are not aware of Christianity or membey
Chiistianity could also veceive God's grace and be saved. Rahner can be deg
arother reason why the Bible is exclusivist is because it encourages Christia
faiths. Christians are told it s theiv duty to spr spels and convery
is the view of many evangelical Chwistians, foie
vesurvection and i s what all Ch

example, ‘And he said

they ave exclusivist towards other religions.

Another option is to argue that the Bible encourages closed inclusivism. Ca
the same way as Rabhwer, do accept other Chvistian denominations. This is
closed to all veligions other than Christianity. The Catholic Church at Vatic
several of theiv published documents; for example, the ‘Nostra Actate’ and
documents talk about how the Church waust be accepting of others who ‘pr
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and the {ife’" (John 14:6). However, closed inclusivism is wo different from
quotes the Catholic Church use to support theiv closed inclusivism are also
fundamentalist Chvistians, for example. The Bible is y exclusivist beca
he Old Testament,

Soshua 2316 it warns that.

Testament emphasise that theve is only one
unfaithful, they ave punished. Fo
good tand that he has ai ¢
shalt worshi

dou break God’s covenant. This inclug
¢fore me’ which other religions break. This to

in conclusion, the Bible in both the Old and the New Testament is exclusivie
veligions. The Bible makes clear that worshipping other gods is punishable,
through Jesus Christ and that this is what Christians should be promoting i
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Chistians are encouraged to vespect others as they are wade in God's imag
will be saved, only converting to Christianity is likely o bring them closer t

‘Science has reduced the role of God in Christianity to a God of the gaps.’

Example 1

The idea of God of the gaps vefers to the position theologians take regavdiy
explain. Atheists point out the problem that theve is not much left that sc
retreats into the gaps that are left unexplained and eventually theve will b

to. This answer will deswonstrate that theve will always be sone guestions

explaing earthquakes arve the result of tectonic plates shifting and flood
fpeople are building on foodplains. Richard Dawkins asks wiy we should ke
at all. He promotes evolution by natural selection as a better explanation f
species on earth and why we behave the way we do {we ave just vehicles fo
veproduce). Those who disagree will argue that there are ceriain things th
explained by science. For example, why the universe exists in the Frst plac
Jjust because science docsn't have an explanation for why the universe is hes
explanation in the future. Before the Enlightenment period, a lot of things

we can explain these things. 1F's quite possible that in the future even the u
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and why theve (s something rather than nothing without veferring to God.

Paul Tillickarg LS E?ea;mg itself, and not a being, and so he woul
ps. Science only tells us about individual things and abe

dowt study being itself because they ave part of being. Flew would argue ti
further back into the recesses of our knowledge and making it impossible fc
false). in the parable of the gardensr, the one wio believed there is a gard
after so many traps were set and nothing was found, stilf exists, and gave
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attributes like being invisible and intangible. (n the same way, Tillich is wma
saying he is being itself. Neither Flew wor Tillich ave waking a good point i
the universe / God is here in the first place, science will probably do a bett
all those things in life that can’t be falsified and yet we all believe them, th
falsified are meaningless itself can’t be falsified. Flew adds nothing to the a
shat Tillichk is talki

God is needed to explain things, and this is not the

50 he brings in the most recent scientific discoveries invelving guantum thed
God Is needed to explain seience. The problem is that gquantum theory itse
verify because it's about things working at a quantum level, Quantum theos
and don't see a need for God to be included to explain how things work on
the God of Christianity. The God of Christianity works on a macro level, ;oe
pragers, creating new species. Polkinghorne, however, is making & stronger

explanation because you need something to explain how things work on a g3
it open to nothing or it happens randomly. God is, therefore, needed to exg
reality as well. Z

in conelusion, there is still a need for a God of the gaps and so science cann

erifiable and fals
eed for a God that iy
: hat is the universe or being as
as this is seience that is compatible wr'th%

Christionity. Science is limited to what is obsery

e is not needed for how or what questions.

Exampl :
The idea of God of the gaps vefers to the position theologions take regavdin
explain. Atheists point out the problem that theve (s not much left that se

retreats into the gaps that are left unexplained and eventually theve will be.
to. This answer will demonstrate that science does veduce the vole of God i

Those who disagree with the clain that science does veduce the vole of Giod:

theve ave cevtain things that will never be able to be explained by science.
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exists in the fivst place. This is not a good response, as just because science
why the universe is here doesn't mean it won't have an explanation in the
period, a lot of things couldn’t be explained but now,
the future even the universe tzelf can be ex

n explain these &

y there (s somet
t earthquakes ave the resy
people are building on foodplains. R

veferving to God. Nowadays, scie

floods are due to globa
: & hypothesis’ at all. He promotes evolution by

designer God. Those who believe that there is no longer a need for a God o
that science has explained everything or will eventually explain everytihing.
tiis in the eigihtecnth century. God or gods was used as an explanation, su
Aood or volcanoes erupting, the answer was that the gods or God was ang
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that eventually science would replace these explanations and he is vight. G
and as scientific discoveries continue to be made, God will become the Go

One scholar who believes science cannot reduce the vole of God in Christiani:
God is being itself, and not a being, and so he would argue that there is s
Seience only tells us about individual things and about

gs, but this is noy
existence itself, and science assumes that t v order to study ¢
itself because they ave part of being sl argue that Tillich s mak

were vy as found, still exists, and gave the gardener vnore
fnvisible angible. In the same way, Tillich is making God move incre
agree with Flew here and Tillich's view ilfustrates exactly how true it is tinmé
has been veduced. According to Tillich, God explains nothing because e is

This is the only place left for God to vetveat to it seems because seience is al

Not all theologions take a God of the gaps approach. It (s wmost famously
produced his design argument to explain that God wust exist as the design.
However, Alister MeGrath arques that science and religion can be made co»f
the findings of science, such as evolutionary theory, and builds on them. £
whe was a scientist and veligious, argues that Cod can explain how things
he brings in the most vecent seientific discoveries involving quantum theory

is needed to explain science. The problem s that quantum theory itself is ji
because it's about things working at a gquantum [ga ntum theorists
don't see a need for God to be included
Giod of Christianity. The God nbs

prayers, cireating nel

oW things work on a g
works on a macre level, perfor
‘shows how seience ias reduced the ms’aé
vnicrocosmic level because this has not yet been abi
i< avea will one day be able to be explained by science. Z

In conclusion, seience has reduced the role of God in Chvistianity so that C}oi
left to explain those few areas that science has not yet found answers for.
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Examiner’'s comments

Section 1: Social developments in religious thought

Question Part a — testing AO1

1 1. Examine the challenges of Christian

Example 1~ Band 1, 2/20
This is a very hasi ry little relevant content. Knowledge and unds
irrelevant, | w seems to have misunderstood the guestion and so o
way, lackin @on the question. There is a lack of depth and breadth of rele
examples or evidence given. There are no relevant references to religious scrip
views included. There are hardly any relevant connections made to other appr
terminology because relevant terminology has been left out. Thiswouldbeac

can be given for only pockets of knowledge shown.

Example 2~ Band 5, 20/20

This answer is excellent. it is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is d
knowledge of religion and belief when explaining the different types of Christia
migration to the UK. The response is focused and does not contain any redund
detailed understanding of Christianity and its denominations. There is deptha
examples, such as the different churches that can be found in certain cities and
detailed and precise references to the Bible where possible. Th? topic of the g
quotes to be included. Alternative views have been incl f the form of diff
ways of practising. As this topic does not Eend nse’ % selection of sch
included, but this will not affect the marl ecialist terminclogy is

2. Examine the diffe by Rosemary Radford Ruether and M

Example 1
This answer | ellent. it is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is d
knowledge of religion and belief when explaining the ideas behind both feminis
focused and does not contain any redundancy, and is broad as it includes a det
Ruether and Daly differ in their approaches. There is depth and breadth with i
There are detailed and precise references to the Bible {to get into the top band
paragraph). Alternative views have been referenced, such as the views of othe
Daly. Different scriptural references are used to support points made. Thereis
views, inciuding Tertullian and the Catholic Church, and references to various p
terminology is used correctly throughout.

Example 2 - Band 5, 18/20

This is an excellent answer. There is detailed, precise an
of the views of both Daly and Ruether. The respotss
being made. This is not necessary for 20.manl
response is broad and answers
answer. There is depth

nt knowledge
ainer unusual stru
but the candidate wo
: nd the evaluation and personal v
excellant, relevant and insightful exa
: scripture explained fully and in context. There a
mzs case the approach of Daly versus Ruether. Thereisa
seeruether and Daly. Specialist terminology is used throughout a
fuli marks because of the structure of the response, which could be interpreted
enough. All other criteria for top band are satisfied. Z
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Questions Part b — testing AD2

1 3. ‘Wealthis a sign of God’s blessing.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1 - Band 5, 30/30
This is an excellent answer. There is detailed and critical ;
answer convincingly identifies and focuses on the ixg
counterarguments that are analysed thor
the start. Detall includes how both %
are backed by ev&demce ang ‘

s and insightful
by the question,
detani that is focused,

he New Testament do not suppy
Scholarly views are provided and uri

nation, not individuals, with evidence supporting this. Specialist ferminoiogy is u

Example 2 - Band 3 15/30 :
This answer is good. The analysis is mainly focused, but the last paragraph could:
There is evaluation but this is not always consistent and so most, but not all, of &
are addressed successfully. Most of the views are supported with relevant evide:
references from scripture. Scholarly views are understood in a general way and
paragraph loses focus, for example). There is reasonable analysis of the connect;
of the approaches studied; for example, reference is made to liberation theoiogig,;
mainly used correctly.

s SuET R s

4. ‘Women are not considered to be equals in Christianity.” Evaluate this ck

Example 1 - Band 5, 30/30

This is an excellent answer., Thereis d
paragraph that tries to defen
sides of the ar
the issues

al analysis and insightful e
gainst it not freating women as equz§
iisidered and shows insight. The answer cony
[istion with three arguments that are analysed thorou
focused, a izws are given from the start. The views are backed by evide
Scholarly views are provided and understood correctly, such as the views of Daly
is insightful analysis of the connections between various aspects of the approac
Church can be updated in light of feminist arguments. Specialist terminology is
of these scholars are not on the specification and their inclusion shows further r
is creditworthy.

Example 2 ~Band 5, 36/30
This Is an excellent answer. There is detalled and critical analysis and insightful é
answer convincingly identifies and focuses on the issues raised by the guestion w
counterarguments that are analysed thoroughly. There is detaif that is focused,
the start. Detail includes names and dates of those female clergy appointed by t
references to the Bible. The views are backed by evid logical analysis
understood correctly, such as the views of Rueth rand Paul. There ig
connections between various aspects nes studied, such as refererg
the Bible, Specialist terminolosy swectly throughout. f
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Section 2: Historical developments in religious th@ughj

Questions Part a — testing AQL

1 5. Examine how secularisation has affected Christianity.

Example 1~ Band 2, 6/20 ‘
This answer is basic. There is partial e wnderstanding of religions a
relevant but could be more de nd paragraph is not relevant to
not focused enough on nd s anly answers it in a basic way. Ther
SOIMe area WSt paragraph that is relevant, and there is a basic a
no referency re hut this topic does not lend itself to biblical quotes, T
scholarly vie vith only Dawkins being included and with contemporary examp
Basic connections to other approaches are made, such as reference to different
movements that have risen to the challenge of secularisation, although this is nd
question. Some specialist tarminology is used correctly but relevant terminology

Example 2 ~Band 5, 26/20

This answer is excellent. it is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is de
knowledge of religion and belief when explaining the ways in which secularisatic
response is focused and does not contain any redundancy, and is broad as it incly
how secutarisation has led to a deciine in church attendance and the traditional &
There is depth and breadth with insightful examples, such as that of Nadia Ewei
scripture have been mentioned, such as Genesis 1, but the topic of this question
references as evidence. Instead, contemporary examples and statistics support
been referenced, such as the view of Dawkins amon 55 Thereis avaried s
case the many examples that show how sec ffected Christianity. &
corractly throughout. !

gaches a Christian might take towards other f“\\

This answer is excellent. It is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is de :
knowledge of religion and belief when explaining the three approaches to take t
response is focused and does not contain any redundancy, and is broad as it incl
exclusivism, inclusivism and pluralism. There is depth and breadth with insightfu
detailed and precise references 1o religious scripture explained fully and in conte;
explained in full and referenced, namely the views of the Christian exclusivist, in
varied selection of scholarly views, such as those of Rahner and Hick. Specialist
throughout.

Example 2 ~ Band 4, 15/20

This is a very good answer. There is precise and relevant k
two of the three approaches to other faiths a Christj '
focused with depth and breadth due to rele
scripture. There are correct and
examined — the third one
two views that

ledge and underst,
ake. These two agy
n‘tfui exampiles. There
ions made to two of three appi
ing. This response lacks a varied seles
are correct and relevant. Specialist terminolg
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Questions Part b — testing AD2

1 7.  ‘The UKis no longer a Christian country.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1 Band 2, 7/30

This is a satisfactory answer. There is some relevant ana
unciear what the candidate is arguing. To make sure
argue for one side and against the opposi
clearer which view the candtdate et
10 be wrong’ or thas is nof
guestion and

dut the evaluation
.iver has consistent,
fence usually leads to
_andidate could have added iittleé
use’. The response has a limited numg
l‘tempt 1o justify the views, with no specific exan
are sgme v s given towards the end, but names, figures and specifi
response. TS some analysis of the connections between the various aspec
as examples of how the UK is a Christian country and how it is secular. There s
because the response remains vague and some knowledge and understanding is

Example 2 ~Band 5, 36/30
This Is an excellent answer. There is detalled and critical analysis and insightful é
answer convincingly identifies and focuses on the issues raised by the guestion w
counterarguments that are analysed thoroughly. There is detaif that is focused,
the start in favour of the UK still being a Christian country. Detall includes name
challenged because of their religious expressions and statistics for church attend
backed by evidence and logical analysis. Scholarly views are not relevant to this
analysis of the connections between various aspects of the approaches studied,
still be considerad a Christian country and why not, drawing on evidence from o

Specialist terminology is used correctly throughout. :

8. ‘The Bible is exclusivist toward valuate this claim.

Example 1 - Band 5, 30
Thisisane

“here is detailed and critical analysis and insightful
answer co identlfles and focuses on the issues raised by the question v
counterargunients that are analysed thoroughly. There is detaif that is focused,
the start in favour of the Bible being exclusivist. Detail includes the various refe
explanation of how they are relevant. The views are backed by evidence and log
provided and understood correctly, such as the views of Rahner and Hick. There
connections between various aspecis of the approaches studied, such as referem@a
denominations. Specialist terminclogy is used correctly throughout, in particulas
inclusivism and pluralism. 3

Example 2 ~ Band 4, 24/30 ,
This is a very good answer. There is focused analysis and effective evaluation of A
The most important points raised by the question are addressed successfully. Th
exclusivism versus inciusivism but left out pluralism, whi 5
paragraph. Focused and clear views have been g
fogical analysis, Scholarly views are gi
appropriately. There is focused
studied, such as exclusi

hner, for example. These
he connections between the various
st views. Specialist terminology is used ¢
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9. ‘Science has reduced the role of God in Christianity.” Evaluate this claim,

Example 1 Band 5, 30/30

This is an excellent answer. There is detailed and critical analysis and insightful
answer convincingly identifies and focuses on the issues raised by the guestion
counterarguments that are analysed thoroughly. There is detail that is focused,
the start in favour of science not being able to reduc f God in Christia
evidence and logical analysis. Scholarly views gre and understood corr
Dawkins, Tillich, McGrath and Polkin : 5 insightful analysis of the ¢
aspects of the approaches teferences 1o topics from philosophy
terminology is » sUg out.

Example 2 , 36/30
This is also an excellent answer. There is detailed and critical analysis and insigh
answer convincingly identifies and focuses on the issues raised by the guestion @
counterarguments that are analysed thoroughly. There is detail that is focused,
the start in favour of science reducing the role of God in Christianity. The views
ingical analysis. Scholarly views are provided and understood correctly, such as
McGrath and Polkinghorne. There is insightful analysis of the connections betw
approaches studied, such as references to topics from philosophy of religion. Sp;
correctly throughout. f
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Practice questions

Section 1: Religious identity through di
and in festivals

s, in Eucharist and in festivals is us

Hg Ai)]., will be based on the following conte

waugh diversity in baptism: The case for infant baptism

in salvation; the role and importance of Christian parents); t

ce to Karl Barth {the example of Christ; impartance of consent)

¢ Religious identity through diversity in Eucharist: The importance of the Fué
Christian communities; selected Roman Catholic theories {transubstantiati :
transfinalisation}; selected Protestant approaches {consubstantiation and
Eucharist practice in Christian traditions.

e  Religious identity through diversity in fastivals: Christmas ~ the similaritie
incarnation of Christ} and differences {date of celebration; focus of Advent &
between the Eastern Orthodox and the Western churches’ celebration of C
{with reference to the doctrine of the resurrection of Christ) and difference
Easter; the diversity within each stream of tradition) between the Fastern
churches’ celebration of Easter.

Religious identity through div
ALevel, Part a) questic

Exam-style questions:
1. Examine the different ways in which the £
2. Compare the Western and Eastern ¢

niey. Christians from various denominations follow in the fo

king wine...”

e  EVIDENCE / EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S) —for example: ‘The Fucha
lesus’ Last Supper, described in all four Gospels; for example, in Matthaw 26

»  EXPLANATION of how the evidence / example / textual references illustrat
and his disciples eat together for the last time before Jesus is arrested. Jes
and how one of therm will betray him, before breaking bread into pieces and
body and drinking the wine as his blood and explaining that this should be

»  LINK/EVALUATE — for exampie: ‘However, there are differences in emphasi
on the denomination...’

Part b} questions, examining AQ2, will be based on the following issues:
®  The extent to which both infant and adult baptism a it symbolic acts.

#  The criteria for expressing the commitment .

e The extent to which thereisany ¢ " Within contemporary und
¢  The extent to which theoret dout the Eucharist affect the practis
@ ind practices mean that Easter is a differe;
@ tance of Easter and Christmas.

Exam-style guestions:
3. ‘Baptismis just a symbolic act.” Evaluate this claim.
4. ‘Easteris more imporiant than Christmas.” Evaluate this claim.
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These questions require two or more sides to an argument {an argument for or a
counterargument to that argument) followed by an evaluation. it is a good idea
each point that is made. A way to structure the answer is to follow the pattern
e  POINT

ARGUMENT
COUNTERARGUMENT
EVALUATION

& & @

This section on religious identity through unification, religious experience and re :j
usually studied in year 2 of the A Level. Part aj questions, examining AOQ1, will be
#  Religious identity through unification: The developments of the Ecumenic :
Missionary Conference); the World Council of Churches, its rationale, its m
areas: Unity, Mission and Ecumenical Relations; Public Witness and Diakon
e Religicus identity through religious experience: The developmeant of the €
main beliefs; implications for Christian practice in the experiegnce of believe
philosophical challenges to charismatic experience {verification and natura
¢  Religious identity through responses to poverty and injustice: The basis (p
South American liberation theology with reference to Gustave Gutierrez anét
Church responses to South American liberation theclogy.

Exam-style guestions:
5.  Examine the impact of the Ecumenic
6.  Examine the ideas behind liber

% Christianity today.

The paragraphs,shoy A :
& , A‘ waatel "Ecumenical is a term derived from the Greek oikoum A
' sad as a term to signify the coming together of Christian chu
can be traced back to 1910 when different Protestant churches ¢
for the purpose of seeking unity...”
e EVIDENCE / EXAMPLE(S) / TEXTUAL REFERENCE(S) — for example: ‘They were in
lohn 17:20-21 where Jesus prociaims that his “prayer is not for them alone. | pry
e through their message, that all of thern may be one, Father, just as you are
& EXPLANATION of how the evidence / example / textual references iflustrat
suggests that there should be unity in the Church, not division. So the Edinky
Conferance in June 1910 brought together official representatives of Anglic :
Their aim was to promote missionary work to all non-Christian countries an COPYRIGHT
unity, not to discuss differences in doctrine...’ PROTECTED
®  LINK/EVALUATE - for example: ‘This was the beginning of the modern-day B¢

Part b} guestions, examining AQ2, will be bas
¢ Whether the work of the Wo ;

swlrowing issues: ;
huirches can be viewed as a sucs
ship of the Roman Catholic Church affy

#»  Whether the political and ethical foundations of liberation theology are mo
refigious foundations. :
¢  The extent to which liberation theology offered a cultural challenge to the B

S5
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Exam-style guestions:

Evaluate this claim.

7. ‘The Charismatic Movement has more strengths than wealknesses.” Evalu
3. ‘The political foundations of liberation theology are more important than

These guestions require two or more sides to an argument {an argument for or &

counterargument to that argument) followed by an evg/
each point that is made. A way to structure the 2
e  POINT ;
2  ARGUMENT

e  COUNTERARGLM

ollow the pattern ¢

ftis a good ideay

Exam Preparation Pack for A Leve! Edugas Component 1: Christianity

Page 82 of 103 &

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Sample answers

Here are some answers to these guestions. Not all answers would be awarded f
examiner’'s comments at the end of this section explain why. Students could try:
them to develop their exam skills:

Section 1: Religious identity through diversity in baptis
and in festivals :

Questions Part a — testing AQL

1 1. Examine the different ways in which the Eucharist is practised.

Example 1 :
The Euchavist is considered to be holy because it is an essential and sacred ¢
The Eucharist refers to a re-enactment of Jesus' Last Supper, described. in &
Matthew 26:17-30, and in 1 Corinthians 11. Jes 4 Wis diseiples eat

ng bread and o!rimkfmq wine. Tl !/\ey beliey

differences in em;ohasrs, meaning and naming depending on the denomina

The Catholic Church call the Eucharist ‘Mass' and 1t (s considered o be on
ordained by Chist). During Mass, Catholics who have been baptised and

sacravaents), will receive Communion by eating consecrated bread and so

wing. The bread and wing aire consecrated by an ordained priest who sta
bread and wine indicating that the Holy Spivit is being called upon. This |

COPYRIGHT
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then lifts the cup above his head and kneels down, genuflects, to show his
Eucharistic Frayer, wheve the words of Jesus are said. These acts vesult i

¢

Gerated by the pr

become the bo

"0

bread and wine, meaning that the bread and wine {f
Rahuner belicved that when the bread and wirg
substance but in purpose. T&\e priest busic i, known as fraction,
broken when he was crucifi with the priest giving his blessing::
communion feel | : 2rVe C‘hsf st in the world. Edward Schillebes
believe Wrication was what happened during the Eucharist.

actuall nt in the bread and wine but sacramentally instead.

Anglicans also practise the Eucharist. They do not believe in transubstanti E
This is wheire the bread and wine coexist with the body and blood of Chris
the case for the nonconformist Baptist Church that vegards the Eucharist
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from Jesus) that conumemorates the Last Supper and Jesus' resurvection.
pp

is an event that brings fellow worshippers together in the same way as it
together. This approach to the Euchavist is known as wemorialism because,
Chist and what he said and did and not his symbolic presence in the actus

32

the pevson presiding over the service will read from the Bible, usually 1 Cowi
about the Last Supper, and focus on what Jesus said
that holds individual pieces of bread and wi

g his Last Suppe
Sshippers. As Ba
an ovdained priest, to

ne need for a particular figure of ar

carried out by anyone whe n sees fit. Angone can take pa

nothing symbolj spivitual change happens as a resuft of it.

oA Eucharist is considered to contain the unique power

God to go to heaven, the elect, receive this power.

Example 2
The Catholic Church call the Eucharist ‘Mass’ and 1t is considered to be on
ovdained by Christ). During Mass, Catholics who have been baptised and

sacraments), will receive Compaunion by eating consecrated bread and so
wine. The bread and wine are consecrated by an ovdained priest who sta
bread and wine indicating that the Holy Spivit is being called uporn. This
thew lifts the cup above s head and kneels down, genuflects, to show his
Eucharistic Prager, wheve the wovds of Jesus are said. These acts vesult |
bread and wine inte the body and blood of Christ. The priest breaks the
symbolising Jesus’ body being broken when he was crucified. Mass ends w

and those wio have recelved communion feel invigo: o seive Clhist |

and focus on what Jesus said during his Last Supper. As Baptists are ron
pavticular figure of authority, such as an ordained priest, to conduct this
angone who the congregation sees fit. Angone can take part in the Eucha
about it and no spivitual change happens as a result of it. This approach to
memorial because the focus is on remembering Christ and what he said ang.

presence in the actual event.

COPYRIGHT
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2. Compare the Western and Eastiern churches when celebrating Chrisimas.

Example 1 3
Christmas is a major festival for Chiistians that celebrates the bivrth of Jesus.
practised in different ways depending on whether it is Westemn Chy‘{st{am{t\g%
hes. The Wezstem§
‘ot Laturnalia, g Festiv{:q

churches, or Eastern Christionity and the Orthodox ch
Decewber as this was originally the Pagan ¢
god Saturn.

Western chuirches ent in the four weeks prior to Christmas, t 5

riod of preparation when Christians focus on the Fig
ng reFers to Jesus' bivth and the Second Coming (Parousia) is

end of t:me, as desciribed in the Book of Revelation. For example, in Revela
coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced:
will wail on account of hiva’. Advent involves creating an Advent wreath, o
days to Christmas, setting up Christmas decorations, enactwents of the nat
carols or antiphons which celebrate Jesus' attributes. :

On Christenas Day itself, the Western chuvches hold thiee Eucharists. Theré
Mass for Catholics — one at dawin and one during the day. The Eucharist is
denominations on Christwas Day. The rest of the day is celebrated by mt:éﬁ"

3 .~$,~

exchanging gifts with family and friends.

Example 2
Chwistmas is a major festival for Chiistians that celebrates tihe bivth of Jesu
practised in different ways depending on whether it is Westen Chistianity
churches, or Eastern Christianity and the Orthodox churches. One of the w
Chwistmas Day is celebvated. For the Western churches, Christmas (s 25th
churches belisve that Jesus birthday was 7th January. The Western chure
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December as this was originally the Pagan celebration of saturnalia, a festi
Saturv. Tth January for Eastern churches (exces
Januvary) is 25th December using th
by the West in 1522 under Dog

s menian Clhuieh £

Coming rerevs to Jesus birth and the Second Coming (Parousia) is when Je

time, as described in the Book of Revelation. For example, in Revelation 1:
with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those whe pierced him, a
on account of hind!. Advent involves creating an Advent wreath, a calenda
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Questions Part b - testing AQ2

Chiistmas, setting up Chiistmas decovations, enactiments of the nativity s

or antiphons which celebrate Jesus’ attvibutes. For the Eastern churches,
nativity fast, which lasts for 40 days. This is not the start of the church's
fasting, where Chistians avoid drinking alcohol and eating meat, fish and
before Christmas, 6th Januairy, they have a complete fast, eating nothing o
night sky. This is known as paramony. The Eastam

dox churches do;
instead they celebrate the vavious prophets, [saiah, Micah and
Messiah would be born. For exa predicted that ‘the vivgiv
sor’. They also celebrat |

hurch Fathers two Sundays before :
the Sunday befor Z

S Day itself, the Western churches hold three Eucharists. There.
Mass for Catholics — one at dawn and one during the day. The rest of the

and exchanging gifts with family and friends. The Eastern churches hold s
Day. Theve is the service known as the Hours (from Gam to 9am) which v
through befove his crucifixion. Chosen hymns and readings from Psalims ar
Vespers is also done in the early morming and celebrates Jesus as God inca
Basil the Great, a Eucharist, a wight vigil started with a night prayer, kno
finally, Mating on Chvistmas marning wien they Sing the words ‘Chvist s
end their fast with a great feast and exchange gifts, although not to the exty

| 3.

‘Baptism is just a symbolic act.” Evaluate this

Example 1
The Catholic Chuveh prism to be a cvucial element to being ;

sgrace. This s why babies ave baptised, known

: viginal sin that we have all inherited from Adam. Ade
d {Genesis 3). This is something that Augusting, a Chuich Fath
stressed in his wiitings. Once someane has been boptised, then they are a t

disobey

R

Another denomination that believes strongly in baptism as a sign of being 5

Church. They dow't baptise infants because they recognise that being a Chri
sigin of committing yoursell fully to Chvistianity, the Baptist Church baptis
Like Catholics, they have a biblical source to support the importance of ba
baptised by John the Baptist, which is described in all four Gospels as an ¢

life as a carpenter and the beginning of s life as the saviour. During this
a voice said You are wy son whom | love, with you | am well pleased’ pro
Baptisw is thevefore an event asseciated with Jesus Ho typically Chris

baptas@ is to respect God and those who he has rhosem to guide otl/\@m

n conclusion, baptism is important to being a Chyistion.
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Example 2

Baptisw is consideved to be an important part of being Chiistion and som
Chwistian unless you have been baptised. Baptiswm is performed so that th
sovae denowingtions, can have the ovigingl sin washed away. However, |
symbolic act and that there are other more important ways fo salvation. &
assumed that it (s not anything real or of importance. :

The Catholic Church does consider baptism to be a crucial elerment to bzr’mg%
seven sacraments, a sign of God’s grace. This is why babies are baptised, iw
purpose is to wash away the original sin that we have all inherited from Ag
oviginal sin by disobeying God (Genesis 3). This is sometiing that Augustin A
fourth century CE, stressed in his writings. Qupoais

and thaf®wnocent childven have not inherited the original siv. This makes
as this (s the case, baptism should be seen as symbolic only.

Another denomination that believes that baptism is not just a symbolic ac
donw't baptise infants because they recognise that being a Chistian should
comumitting them fully to Chiistianity, the Baptist Church baptises adults
Catholics, they have a biblical source to support the fvaportance of baptism
baptised by John the Baptist, which is deseribed in all four Gospels as an ¢
life as a carpenter and the beginning of s life as the saviour. During this

a voice said “You are my som whom | love, with you | am well pleased’ pro
a baptised Chris
. However, bap
ned with doing rituals
Hiowing in Jesus’ footsteps by help
use they do not appear to be Christia

SRR those in need, although Rahwer used this term to
A Christian, therefore, does not need to be baptised. |

ving who claim that all a Christian needs to do is good deeds a

Baptism (s, therefore, an event associated with Jesus a
empowered by the experience of being reborn acs
Christion, to my mind, (s someone

Salvatio®

Other parts of the Bible might be used to argue in favour of baptism, which
such as the Anglican or Methodist Church, also consider baptism more thar
John 3:5 it states: ‘very truly | tell you, no one can enter the Kingdom of
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and the Spivit’. This suggests that you have to be bapticed (hence water) |
wasn't important, why 1s it mentioned in the Bible and why s John the Ba
and martyr? To baptise is to vespect God and those who he has chosen to
wore important things that will get you into heaven than being baptised.
vicious people in the world have been baptised. Suvely someone who does g
wore of a chance of going to heaven than the baptised A
omnibenevolent but vather a stickler for the vu
they would also have to accept that bagt'

crinainal? iF this fsn
Chiistians believe
ential to being a Chris

c act. It vepresents the washing aw :

‘Easter is more important than Christmas.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1
Easter and Christmas are two major Chvistian festivals. Christmas marks
marks his death and vesurvection. | will argue that Easter is more inportd

One reason wiy Christmas might be considered more important than East:
the Messiah that was prophesied in the Old Testament by among others Isa
God Is willing to bridge the gap between himself and hwmanity that was cr
the oviginal sin. God became incarnate as the Son of the Trinity. Without

Trinity and its loving, dynamic relationship between ather, Son and H

A reasortWing it might be argued that Christmas (s more mportant than E

known than Easter and so it is a better opportunity to spread the wessage
everyone worldwide knows about Christwas and celebrates it extensively wi
the UK, it is a national holiday and unlie Easter, when some people may
apen and football watches are still played, at Christmas everyone is on holi
Christmas is more well-known than Easter does not malke it wore importa
behind Christwas has been forgotten by many people who just see it as an §
to consumerism and extensive advertising that happens around Christmas.
people may not work at Christmas, although some do, is because evergone

Christwas. Easter is move important because it was celebrated way before:s

Sabbath, Saturday, changed to Surday, the day Jesu resurvected, anc
celebrated every week on Sunday, alwost (ik

is waore authentically Chvistian.

Onsider Christmas to be more mportant 3
eing as it (s in the middle of winter, whereas Eastes

A final reason why

aiter. Thevefore, G

n their mind. Christimas is a celebration that was, at firs
Chistia gives people sowething to look forward to in the dark days of

learv. to appreciate the birth of Jesus as well. They come to associate Jesus,
hand, resainds people of thelr moitality and is more sombre. However, Ea
is a lot wore religious than Christmas. Christians and non-Christians celeb
Christmas cavds and buying gifts, whereas most non-believers will not cele
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is afso as joyful as Christraas because it celebrates eternal life as opposed &
Easter is more important than Christinas because Christinas (s no longer v
Easter, which (s not clouded by consumerism, clearly is.

In conclusion, Easter is more important than Christmas because it celebrate
mguwer"ciom of Jesus, t!/\a Mefsialf\ ti«a Son of thz Trinituand a personable
4 at Easter. [t

Example 2
Easter and Ch wajor Chistian festivals. Christwmas marks
miairksg resurvection. | will argue that Chwistmas is more im

One reason wiy Christmas is more important than Easter is because it m
was prophesied in the Old Testament by among others Isaiah, Micah and
bridge the gap between himself and humanity that was created when Adas
God became incarnate as the Son of the Trinity. Without the Son, you wol
loving, dynamic relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spivit. Wi
would have an impersonal God and no need for Father or Holy Spivit. As
Easter (s waore {mpovtant because it signifies hope in vesurvection. This is e
example, in Luke 24:6 it explains how ‘He (s not here; he has risen’. Jesus §
Christians that eternal life is possible with God’s grace and this s celebrates
boirn in the fivst place, celebrated at Christwas, then Easter would not be

Sabbat turday, changed to Sunday, the day Jesus was resurvected, and:
celebrated every week on Sunday, almost like a mini-Easter. However, Jesu
the weel wiich (s why there s a separate celebvation for Ws vesurvection at;

celebrated before Christmas does not mean it is better known. Therefore,
because it s more well-known and so can spread the message of the Gospels

A final reason why Christmas (s more fmportant than Easter s because it s &
middle of winter, wheveas Easter is in spring when people have got other thi
celebration that was, at fivst, pagan (saturnalia) but became Christian. 1t g
forward to in the dark days of winter and in this way people learn to appr
They come to associate Jesus with joy. Easter, on the o hand, resainds
wiore sombre.  However, those arguing that Eacles important woul
wore veligious than Christimas. Chiist Christians celebrate Chi
and buging gifts, whereas mog ' will not celebrate Easter in the
Christenas b@mwe i nal life as opposed to a finite mortal fife.
spread e Gospels, it needs to be wove appealing to the ave
winith witst people ook forward to vather than Easter, is move likely:
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n conclusion, Christmas is wore important than Easter because it celebrat
the Son of the Trinity and a personable God. 1t is more joyful and popular;
people to Christianity as opposed to Easter, a solemn occasion verinding pe
Furtiermore, without the birth of Jesus, you would not have Easter in the
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Section 2: Religious identity through unification, religic
responses to poverty and injustice :

Questions Part a ~ testing AQ1

1 5. Examine the impact of the Ecumenica

Example 3

a twentieth ~century movement that aims ¢
s vogether. It came about as a response to the fact that Chy
¥ and if it is to get any new worshippers, it needs to show un
have wanted Chiistians to come together and spread the Gospel, not fight ¢

One way in which Christians have come together (s through the World Cou;
organisation brings together members frows various Protestant churches. T
the Catholic Church, and the Catholic Church agrees with the aivws of the E
Catholics believe that Protestants ave not true Christians and so they will p
same goes for Protestants, who believe that Catholics have distorted Christi,
broke away from Catholics in the past, wihen they were charging people m :

385

and pay for dead velatives who were sinners to go to heaven. Move vecen
Orthodox churcihes in. Ukraine.

Another part of the Ecumenical Movement e, “igh World Missions

conference that brought together bir t from many denomina

as China. 1t is similar to ristian Church was, when Chris
went also includes merbers from Pentecostal emmmﬁ%
Lrches. These chuirches have diffevent ways of practising Chris
disagree with each other about, but they don’t discuss this when they come:
united but still practise Chvistionity in different ways. f
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Example 2 :
Ecumenical is a term derived frov the Gireek oikouraene, which means ‘the:
a teiw to signify the coming together of Christian churehes as 6 unity, The

traced back to 1910 when different Protestant churches came together fog

seeking unity. They were inspived by biblical teachings such as John 17:20§

¢ will believe in w

his ‘prayer (s not for them alone. | pray alse for those
of thew way be one, Father, just as you are A e in you, This &
unity in the Church, not division. Sot World Missionary Cowffi

n and other Protestant churches.:

togetiner official vepresen

missionary work stian countries and to cooperate and prom

This was the beginning of the wodern-day Ecume

The Edinburgh World Missionary Conference set the scene for further ecums
members from Asia, such as India, Kovea, China, to the next conferences a
such as the International Missionary Conference (IMC) in 1921 and the Lif
The IMC came togetiher to discuss topical issues such as how to combat seci
Eventually, differences in doctrine were discussed at the Faith and Order M

some churches merging, such as the Church of South india in 1947, The E
move towards unity came when the World Council of Churches was set up
secretary was Willewa Visser 't Hooft, who organised the first assembly in A

The World Council of Churches (WCC) ainas to strengthen relationships wr‘tlﬂé
partners in order to promote justice and peace in owr world as an express

S Diakonia and through Ecumenical formation. Under unity, m
the WO has programwnaes such as the Ecumenical Indigenous Peoples Netw
‘proclaiva the Gospel of Jesus Christ to everybody and to sevve everybody

refers to the WCC's aims to help the poor and oppressed by being of service:
such as Syvia and Ukraine. The Ecumenical Formation refers to the Frainin
to help support individuals and member churches.

The Ecumenical Movement, thevefore, has developed since 1910 to form
helping to unite Chvistians and their churches and to spread the Gospels.
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6. Examine the ideas behind liberation theology.

Example 1 :
Liberation theology is a movement that came about in the 19605 in Latin

increasing problem of poverty that many were facing. These countries hav
cently rich capitali
cive resulted in the §

exploitation at the hands of colonial powers and mwo

capitalist governments. Responses to these ovy
overthrow these capitalists but also ¥ her response from with
liberation theology that dos violence but political activism to

leads to so many af poverty.

{n 196%

g Sobring and Gustavo Gutiervez, two liberation theologians, e
& plan on how to tackle the problem of poverty. They agreed that the poo

educated and wade aware (conscientisation) of the power structures that &
present states of poverty. They believed that theology needed to be made

not just an educated few. They also believed that the Kingdom of God can
Just in heaven or after the Second Coming of Chvist on earth (as predicted
According to Gutierrez, people need to be liberated from poverty and oppr;
froma sin which would allow thew to join with Christ. He identified three ¢
spivitual and voluntary poverty. Material poverty is condenuned in the Bib
that should be eliminated which is why therve should be ‘preferential option
the poor should be priovitised.

Boff and (fr’odovi.%
stians too should wo

Two other influential libevation theologists weve

especially close to those who are oppre
those who aie oppressed. L. ; wired base ecclesial compmunit!

These groups of 1.5 to

uld support each other in attenpts ta§

cawe abg witge of Catholic priests and eventually they adopté
(Pent: Evangelicalisw). Catholic bishops stacted supporting the,
include under Catholicism, allowing them to continue practising as thy

lavger Church. Boff believes that these groups are showing the way on hows:
vesponding to poorver communities and theiv needs. E

Liberation theologists work in capitalist countries because comumunist county

Latin America, where liberation theologists are wost active, Jon Sobrino an
people to read and write and educated them (as the base ecclesial conumu
if they ave taught about their position of inequality, then they can do some
F'they ave taught aoout theiv p Y then they can &0 COPYRIGHT
ignovant of it, which is how their oppressors want them to be, then they w
famous liberation theologist, who is also considered a wartyr, is Oscar Rom PROTECTED
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Example 2
Liberation theologists follow Jesus, who taught that you should ‘love thy n

everyone is God's creation and should be respected in that way. These Ch
peace-loving community and helping those in need against oppressors. Libg
of Chwistianity that believes that the poor and oppressed should be liberate
fe. Liberation t
v dkample, in Latin A

and secondly frow sin. They actively go out and help ¢
countries because conmunist countries are a

theologisis are wost active, Jon Sob
them. I they are told ab

wo Gutiervez help peop

The Pope and the Catholic Church at the time thought that this was naive.
(who later becarne Pope) thought it was a perversion of Christian doctrine
to encourage people to vevolt against the system. Instead good Christians s
themselves from sin, not their oppressors. They should be obedient to God
comuitted the original sin by disobeying God and eating from the forbidde
Chureh is not the only Chiristian denomination te believe this. Theve are af
deeds will make no difference and believe in Faitih alone (sola fide) as a mea
Protestant reformer who believed in justification by faith alone because goo
into heaven, fike the Catholic Church used to do. Move recently. Pope Fran
oppressed. In his ‘Laudato §7 encyclical published

he cyiticises umm§
e that there should by
ore is produced, move cheaply

feature of capitalism. Capitalism works o t
encouraged to consume. This nn
wage so that the pros
this as |

bourgeoisie in Marxist terms) can nag

ental degradation and poverty in developing ¢
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Questions Part b — testing AD2

7.

“The Charismatic Movement has more strengths than weaknesses.’ Evalua

Example 1
The Charismatic Movement s a recent wave happen

stithin and outside
vace on the beli

involves the presence of the Holy Spirit showe; ;
believer speaking in tongues (glossols Suing, undergeing healing a

while worshipping. | wi e Charismatic Movement does have

Py

One st \irismatic Movement is its engagevnent with the Ho
God in% y. The Holy Spivit has had little attention in the Church g
God. The Holy Spirit s, according to Karl Barth, ‘God working for us. So
your life, by attending a Charismatic church service, you are allowing God t
which is particularly important in these times when atheism is on the rise.

to be a weakness, however, because it does not vepresent the Church as it s

sevvices should not be experiential or jouful but formal and ritualistic. Mang
chuvch ave expecting the service to be a cevtain way. For example, those a
expect everyone to start experiencing the presence of the Holy Spivit and ¢
glossolalia. They want to celebrate the union of two people. However, the
churches is rapidly declining, and the aim of Christianity is not to have peo
odd wedding or funeral but to attend regqularly. The Charismatic churches
surge in church attendance showing that they have mo

Catholic Remewal i
of the Homm o fic Church has welcomed this as a new wave u
the H :
that the
arque that the Eucharist is all that is necessary for inviting God into the co

work its wonders to all Chvistians. Traditional Catholics

rismaatic wave within Catholicisim only accounts for 15% maxi

foi transubstantiotion with the bread and wine becowing the body and bio
strong enough spivitual expericnce for Cathelics. However, many attending
that a transubstantiation is taking place. With the presence of the Holy Sp;

a congregation, bellevers can be certain of God's presence in the form of th

A fival strength of the Chavismatic Movement is its biblical support that m,
only is there Acts 2 that describes the Holy Spirit coming at Pentecost, but
that talks of the gifts of the Holy Spivit and Jolhn 20:22 that explains how
on the disciples and said ‘Receive the Holy ‘Sp it

biblical evidence
Movement has been practising Christion] '
of worship will point to oth :

mentiongd. They will

no celeb n of the Holy Spivit at all and as Christianity is wp against a g
it is time for mivacles again. This is another reason why tihe strength of th
forwa of its biblical support and the need for the charismatic in these challe

weaknesses of it not following traditional worship as was done in the early
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in conclusion, the Charismatic Movement has many wore strengtihs than wi
church attendance, it brings a focus on the Holy Spirt, wio has often beem%
biblical support. 1t may wot follow traditional forms of woirship but these a
Christionity's mission to spread the Gospels. 5

Example 2
The Charismatic Moverment (s a recent wave '

S@rthin and outside

argue that the Charismatic Movenae; ve strengtis than wea

s Movement (s its engagement with the Hol
we Holy Spivit has had [ittle attention in the Chuirch ag
Spirit is, according to Karl Barth, ‘God working for us'. So,

One strength of t

gour life, by attending a Chavismatic church service, you are alfowing God 1
which is particularly important in these times when atheism (s on the rise.
to be a weakness, however, because it does not vepresent the Church as it $
services should wot be experiential ov joyful but formal and ritualistic. Mam

church are expecting the seyvice to be a certain way. For example, those a
expect everyone to start experiencing the presence of the Holy Spivit and st
glossolalia. They want to celebrate the union of two people. However, the
churches is rapidly declining, and the aim of Christianity is not to have peo
wedding ov funeral but to attend regularly. The Charismatic chuvches, on
surge in church atiendance, showing that they have more sivengths than t

Another strength of the Charismatic Movement

argue tv e Eucharist is all that is necessary for inviting God into the co
for transubstantiation with the bread and wine becoming the body and blog
strong enough spivitual experience for Catholics. However, many ai‘tﬁmdl'mgé
that a transubstantiation is taking place. With the presence of the Holy Sp
a congregation, bellevers can be certain of God's presence in the form of th

in conclusion, the Charismatic Movement has many move strengting than "

chureh attendance, it brings a focus on the Holy Spivit, wio has often been COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

not follow traditional forms of worship but these appear to be having little
spread the Gospels.
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8. ‘The political foundations of liberation theology are more important than
Evaiuate this claim.

Example 1 ,
Karl Mark, a nineteenth -century philosopher, economic theorist and sociolg

togetiner with Ws friend Friedrich Engels. They wrote the Communist Man
together, they argued that capitalisw will eventually collapse because it ic ug

capitalisvn is wnnatural because there are a small number who own the me
bourgeoisic, and the wajority do the production, the proletariat. This is u
case that so many people ave forced to work fin poor conditions to feed the
d. It is natural f;
¥ them to work on a

get rich. Marx talked about the proletaviat bein
produce things so they can survive. (€ is «
[process in making something kers become alienated fro
because they are onlu ' siage of the production of the product an:
Fitself. They are also alienated frov themselves &

d produce and be responsible for the product. Marxists

responsiy
naturo
workerss8¥ ollectively own the means of production. This is what happens:;
China. The state owns the means of production and the state is the ;aeop(e%

capitalist countries that go around helping the poor and oppressed workers.

4

Sowe Chistians do the same thing as Marxists because they follow Jesus wiy
thy neighbour’ (Mark 12:31) and that everyone is God's creation and shoul

Chistians promote living as part of a peace-loving covamunity and helping:
theology is a Mavxist part of Chwistianity that believes that the poor and op

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

firstly from theiv oppressors and secondly from sin. They actively go out a
theologists work in capitalist countries because compaunist countries are atl

Avaerica, wiere liberation theologists are most act] Sobrino and Gus;

read and write and educated them. bout theiv position of.
something about it. If they are | Lt Which is how thelr oppresso
will not do anything a \Eewious liberation theologist, wio is also oo
dniied while giving Mass in a hogpice in San Sa(vadé
w by a vight-wing death squad who supported the govew%

1£5.

Liberation theologists argue that they are not Marxist, Christianity came b
bovirows from Chvistian principles. Jesus often talked about freating people:
equal in the eyes of God. The Catholic Chureh has also beew critical of libers

BB
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ideology. In particular, Cavdinal Ratzinger (who later became Pope) thoug

doctrine to use it as a political nstrument to encouwrage people to revolt ag
Christions should focus on liberating themselves from sin, not their opprress
God and others, unlike Adam who cormitied the original sin by disobeying
forbidden tree of knowledge. The Catholic Chureh is not the only Christian.

There ave also Chyistians that believe that good dee { make no differen

fide) as a means of salvation. The majority em to be less fike

oppressed than Marxists are.
{n Gue that Chvistianity has always fought for £
¢, in Exodus @:1 it talks about liberating the people of

Liveration theo
the B
Luke 10 %
vich wan (s as untikely to go to heaven as a camel is to go through the eye
exarnples that show that it (s acceptable to challenge human authority, esp
that Christianity, if understood in a certain way, does tackle social issues as§

out rulers being brought down from their thrones, and Moty

vedeeming yourself from sin. However, one of Marx's key quotes was that *
people’ and that Christianity was a means by which the bourgeosisie were ab
proletaviat. Christianity teaches that you are better off being poor because:

heaven. Furtihermaie, Christianity encourages believers to be obedient and |
Catholic Church ceriainly preach this when they discourage vevolution and
complacency because human beings deserve to suffer for their sins and om[g§
This attitude and the fact that Christianity has dominated people’s lives fos
oppressed and poor in the first place and so Christianity certainly hasnt tas
it has cveated ihew by preaching to people that fd be happy with,

COPYRIGHT
Example 2 PROTECTED

F Chvistionity the:
Lssois and secondly Fro

Liberation theology is often described as the Ma
oppressed should be liberated, firstly From &
political and ethical foundations o

fogy ave not more [mporﬁ;%;

creation and should be vespected in that way. As a result, liberation theolo,
i Jesus' footsteps by actively going out and helping people working in capi
where there is a lot of oppression and corvuption. For example, Jon Sobrivg
educated people by helping thew to vead and write. (f they are tofd about
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they can do something about it If they ave (gnovant of it, which (s how th
then they will not do anything about it. To some this may seem to be polf
theologists are acting in defiance of the authorities by helping the poor and
and not be slaves to the bourgeoisic who own the means of production. Ho
do as Jesus would have done and so the religious is more important than th

on (ibeis emselves from sin, not their oppressors. They smuu be obe;

Adam who camm:bﬁed the original sin by disobeying God and eating from ¢
{(Gevesis 3). However, Jesus was not totally obedient to the rules. He poin
made for man, not man for the Sabbatih’ (Mavk 2:27) stressing the fact th
the vules at the expense of your fellow human beings. Liberation theologist:
action and are thevefore move religious than political.

Libevation theologists ave also following the advice of James 2:24 wheve it
considered vighteous by what they do and not by faith alone’. They ave do
be judged to be vighteous on the Day of Judgewent (Book of Revelation). v
nothing to go on and cannot decide whether you are a sheep or a goat (pa
Matthew 25:31-46). The Vatican did not agree and felt that liberation th
se wiho believe t

Other Christion demmmatwmc may ag/ree, part

eans of salvation. The:
than Marxists are. However,

in conclusion, liberation theology is move veligious than political. it follows E
fought for the poor and oppressed., and by doing this, it is deing God’s wor
creation and practising Jesus’ Golden Rule of loving thy neighbour. ‘

COPYRIGHT
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Examiner’'s comments

Section 1: Religious identity through diversity in bapti
and in festivals

Questions Part 3 — testing AO1L

i 1. Examine the different way: ucharist is practised.

Example 1
This answe; . it is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is de
knowledge ¥ 'glon and belief when explaining the different ways in which the
different denominations. The response is focused and does not contain any re
includes a detailed understanding of how Catholics and different Protestant ch
There is depih and breadth with insightful examples from the Bible. There are
the Bible (to get into the top band, it is advisable to include one per paragraph}.
referenced, such as the views of the Catholic Church versus Protestant churches
are used to support points made. There is a varied selection of scholarly views,
the books in the Bible as autharity. Specialist terminology, such as transfigurat
correctly throughout and explained correctly.

Example 2 ~ Band 3, 10/20

This is a good answer. It demonstrates precise and relevant knowledge and un
answers the question in a general way with only some depth and breadth and a
examples. There is a fack of references to religious scr d so the criterio
this band is lacking. ‘Hardly any references belo aid 1 but because the 6
good, it does not need to be put as S50 compensate, there is gooc§
views given. There are conne her approaches, the alternative v}
in this case. There | i1 of scholarly views with some missing. Th
wut, aithough this is limited.

1 2.  Compare the Western and Eastern churches when celebrating Christmasé

Example 1~ Band 3, 18/20
This is a satisfactory answer that only answers half of the guestion. it demonst
understanding of anly how Western churches celebrate Christmas. It can, ther
precise and relevant and answering the guestion in a general way. As it is deta
achieved half marks. Had the response included a detailed account of the East
pushed it into the top band. As it only covers half of the guestion, there is som
and satisfactory application of examples. The references given to explain how W
Christmas are correct, but as Fastern churches haven't been discussed, there are:
connections made to other approaches, that is the approach taken by the Easte A
selection of scholarly views with lots missing. Speciall logy is used co

Example 2 ~ Band 5, 20/20
This answer is excellent, iz
knowledge of religio

Precise, and relevant knowledge is des
n comparing how the Western and Easter
The respon e does not contain any redundancy, and is broad as
understand shy Christmas is celebrated in the way that it is in Western a
depth and bréadth with insightful examples from the Bible. There are detailed
{to get into the top band, it is advisable to include one per paragraph). Alterna
such as the views of the Western versus Eastern churches. Different scriptural
points made. There is a varied selection of scholarly views where relevant and
Pope Gregory. Specialist terminology is used correctly throughout and explain

Exam Preparation Pack for A Leve! Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 93 of 103

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Questions Part b ~ testing AQ2

1 3. ‘Baptism is just a symbolic act.” Evaluate this claim.

Example 1 - Band 2, 8/30

This is a basic answer. There is some relevant anaiw;
counterarguments are presented which af
references that are relevant and
a limited number of points :
limited atte

s not critical. The
ar‘aaiysas There are e
\he answer orly addrasses ona si
: estion and the question is only partly
Wws pecause their counters have not been consid

terms are used correctly, but are limited because the content is lacking.

Example 2 - Band 5, 30/30

This is an excellent answer. There is detailed and critical analysis and insightiul
answer convincingly identifies and focuses on the issues raised by the question
counterarguments that are analysed thoroughly. There is detail that is focused,
the start. Detail includes scholarly views and biblical references and the context
s¢ the views are backed by evidence and logical analysis. Scholarly views are pr
such as the views of Augustine, Pelagius or Rahner. There is insightful analysis o}
various aspects of the approaches studied, such as how different denominations:
terminclogy is used correctly throughout.

4. ‘Easter is more important than Christmas.” Ev claim,

Example 1~ Band 5, 36/30
This is an excellent answer.
answer convinci
counterarg

tand critical analysis and insightful é
focuses on the issues raised by the guestion
¥ analysed thoroughly. There is detail that is focused,
the start. ludes key Christian concepts and biblical references and the
references, ard 50 the views are backed by evidence and logical analysis. There
scholarly views in the topic of this guestion and so the candidate would not be p
There is insightful analysis of the connections between various aspects of the ap
importance of Christmas and Easter. Specialist terminology is used correctly thr

Example 2 - Band 5, 30/30

This is also an excellent answer. There is detailed and critical analysis and insigh
time arguing the opposite to the previous full-mark answer. The answer conving
the issues raised by the question with three arguments and counterarguments t
Notice that it is not important whether you start each paragraph supporting you
intent or arguing against it. There is detail that is focused, and clear views are gi
includes key Christian concepts and biblical reference
views are backed by evidence and logical anaivsas
the topic of this question and so the ¢
analysis of the connections betws
Christmas and Easter, §

i not be penalised for not in
5 aspects of the approaches studied,
ology is used correctly throughout.
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i,:f.

Section 2: Religious identity through unification, reiaga \;
responses to poverty and injustice

Questions Part a — testing AO1

i 5. Examine the impact of the Ecumenical Moy

uhristianity today.

Example 1 ~Band 1, 4/20
Thls is a very basic answer

understanding of religion is basic, 500
econd paragraph, there is lack of relevance whe
WProtestants. As aresult, the response answers the guest
e question. The refevant points discussed lack depth and bre
gther evedence to develop the points. Some relevant points in the development
have been inciuded but with no dates or details of what was discussed and how
the movement. There are no scholarly views included or biblical references. Hay
other approaches. Any other approaches that have been included are irrelevant:
terminology. There is more than just pockets of knowledge, with two major coni‘f“
Movement being mentioned, and so it will scare higher than 2 marks. :

Example — Band 5, 286/20
This answer is excelient. It is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is de
knowledge of religion and belief when explaining the different stages and contri
Ecumenical Movement. The response is focused and does not contain any redu
a detailed understanding of what it is the Ecumenical Movement aims to achiev
with insightful examples from the Bible. There are detailed. precise referenc
top band, it is advisable to include one per parag ive views have i
of the Catholic Church and how they have,r e Ecumenical Mavern
references are used to support 3 re is a varied selection of schol
in the development of lovement Specialist terminology, such
throughout 25

1 6.  Exami

Example 1~ Band 5, 26/20

This answer is excelient. It is detailed and precise, and relevant knowledge is de
knowledge of religion and belief when explaining how liberation theology came
response is focused and does not contain any redundancy, and is broad as it inclt
the different contributions of liberation theologists. There is depth and breadth
Bible. There are detailed and precise references to the Bible {to get into the top
one per paragraphl. Alternative views have been referenced, such as the views
scriptural references are used Lo support peints made. There is a varied selectio
Sobrine, Gutierrez, Boff and Romero. Specialist terminology is used correctly thig

e ideas behind liberation theology.

COPYRIGHT
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Example 2 ~ Band 3, 16/20

This is a satisfactory answer. The contents
‘mainly precise and relevant knowlerds
explained in a general way wi
evidence; for exampia

ot always relevant.
ding of religion and belief,
Y and breadth in some areas. There iy
dat the different liberation theologists did o
There is on 8nce to religious scripture; more references would ha
answer. T nees to religious sources of wisdom, particularly in the secon
so this fits the“description ‘mainly correct references to religious scripture and re
wisdom’. Some connections are made to other approaches, such as how the Cat
iiberation theologists. However, this connection led to the response iosing focus%
scholarly views, those of some liberation theclogists in the first paragraph. Spec
cerrectly but is limited by the lack of relevant content.
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Questions Part b — testing AD2

1 7.  ‘The Charismatic Movement has more strengths than weaknesses.” Eval

Example 1 - Band 5, 30/30
This is an excellent answer. There is detailed and critical anabusis and insightful
that the Charismatic Movement has more strenglhc
focuses on the issues raised by the questi
thoroughly. There is detail that is fr
differences between the di :
biblical refer

uments and countera
Clear views are given from the st
Charismatic renewal, characteristics
“views, such as that of Barth. There is insightful
s'of the approaches studied, such as Catholic and Protes
gy is used correctly throughout.

Specialist tef

Example 2 ~ Band 4, 24/30

This is a very good answer. There is focused analysis and effective evaluation of
Two arguments with relevant counterarguments are discussed in detail and so t
by the guestion are addressed successfully. If a third paragraph with biblical sup
Movement and a counterargument had been given, this would have been a resp
points raised by the guestion are addressed successfully. For most questions on
forms an important peint and shouid be included. Focused and clear views are g
fogical analysis {in the form of making a point, giving the argument, the counter
Scholarly views are understood correctly, in this case the views of the different o
analysis of the connections between the various aspects of the approaches stud
Catholics and Protestant churches in practising in the Charismatic way. Specialis

8. ‘The political foundations of liberation th
Evaluate this claim.

Example 1 - Band 2, 1{
Thisis asa Y8 There is some relevant analysis but the response |3
answer pr owledge and understanding without assessing or evaluating
fimited numbrer of points raised by the guestion that are addressed and so the g
There is also a fimited atternpt to justify the views given because some points hay
points given do have detsil with evidence but these are lacking in logical analysis§
rather than evaluative. Scholarly views are not always appropriate. For examplé
Marx, making the question lack focus and evaluation. There is some analysis of
various aspects of the approaches studied, such as references to good deeds or

terminology is used correctly throughout.

Example 2 ~ Band 5, 30/30
This is an excellent answer. There is detailed and critical analysis and insightful
favour of liberation theology being more religious than political. The answer co

differences between lib and Marxist ideclogy. Specialist termin

throughou
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