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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been designed to support the learning and teaching of

AQA GCSE Religious Studies A, Paper 1 for Short Course. Jewish beliefs and Always check the exam board’s
teachings are covered, and questions and activities are included to test website for new information,
students’ knowledge and ability, and to help them engage with the topics. including changes to the

specification and sample
The information is comprehensive, and images help to illustrate concepts. assessment material.

Keywords and Bible quotes are included to help students to understand the
material and to further their grasp of the subjects. A brief introduction to the course and answering exam
guestions is provided for students at the start, and answers and a mark scheme are included at the end.

This course companion can be used in full as an alternative or a complement to a textbook, as a class text or for
independent learning or revision. Alternatively, teachers might use a section for a specific classroom activity
or homework.

This specification covers a broad range, both in terms of time periods covered and different aspects of Jewish
belief. This should both inform students and develop their thinking, enabling them to approach issues from
different points of view. It should also help students to see the significant differences between Judaism and
Christianity, enabling them to give accurate responses in exams.

We have sought a balance between explaining relevant concepts in sufficient detail without oversimplification,
and not going beyond GCSE level and becoming too complicated. Throughout we have tried to present all views
in a neutral and informative way.

Hopefully this resource will encourage students in their learning and help to prepare them for their exams. It
should take the pressure away from teachers by providing the bulk of the content which they want to teach to
their class.

May 2022
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[ntroduction to the course and how to ans

This course aims to cover many aspects of Judaism and to assess your unders
be aware that Judaism is one of many different beliefs and traditions in the U
Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and Sikhism.

The range of material covers several subject areas: what Jews kelieve, and why; a
religion is accounted for. There will be reference to the siiance of various as
influence of beliefs and teachings on Jews today; nt points of view fro
reinforced with reference to the Tan Jewish scripture.

This course companion is &quip you with the information you ne

The exam bow®will ask you to give quick facts and statements, as well as
asking you to ‘explain’ and ‘evaluate’ beliefs, opinions and practices.

When answering all questions it is important to try to use technical terms
where possible, and to write well, using both a style that is easy to follow
and correct spelling and grammar. More or less writing will be required,
depending on the number of marks. Try to spend as little time as possible
on the shorter questions to allow yourself more time for the longer ones.

You will get a 1-mark, 2-mark, 4-mark, 5-mark and 12-mark question in the
exam. An extra 3 marks are given for spelling, punctuation and grammar N~
on the 12-mark question. This also goes for the other religion you study.

Hopefully, this resource
will be interesting and
informative, and help
you to achieve

good results.

e given a multiple-
ed to choose the right
ou don't fall for trick answers!

hark question, you need to give two examples or facts. :
o'hot need to elaborate on these, and do not waste time giving e
examples, as you can only get 2 marks.

The 4-mark question differs between the sections on beliefs and teachings and on
beliefs and teachings you will be asked to ‘explain’ two ways in which a belief or teac
the section on practices you will be asked to ‘explain’ two contrasting views on pract
ways in which a practice is carried out. Here, you will lose marks if you do not explain
You need to give two different points, and, to get full marks, you must develop or ju
with a quote or other evidence. So you can think of it as being 1 mark per point and::
each point. This should show that you understand information as well as being able -
each way or view and eachjustification as different as possible so that you get all po

The 5-mark question also differs between the sections on beliefs and teachlngs and on
beliefs and teachings you will be asked to ‘explain’ two Jewish teachings and refer to s

: oping/justifying both, you
k). Agaln try to make sure your poin
redit for every point/development you make.

The 12-mark @hon is the longest, and there is a little more to remember. You will need
giving arguments and justifications for and against the statement (so agreeing with it, and
of view). Make sure you have good reasons for all the points you make and link them toge
to come to a conclusion, picking the most convincing side of the argument (based on the a
why you think this is the case. You need to refer to Jewish teaching i

‘ié‘
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Beliefs and Teachin

Keywords:
¢ Tenakh: the Jewish Bible, written in the Hebrew language and made up of th
Nevi'im (writings of prophets) and Ketuvim (writ ¢t as poetry, prover

.

.

. , teachings in the Tenakh and Talm
. jer changes in the world and society when int
. Hotrace their heritage back to Spain and Portugal towa
.

A key part of any religion is its beliefs and teachings. These are particula
especially mainstream branches, as they directly underpin day-to-day pra
interpretations of the Tenakh and from theologians and philosophers w
difficult questions about religion. Individual Jews, and different branche
beliefs, depending on how they interpret teachings and the teachings the

In the UK today, Jewish communities can be broadly categorised as Tradi

these, there are several branches of belief and practice:

e  Orthodox: The main branch of Traditional judaism. In the UK, these
themselves as ‘strictly Orthodox’ or ‘central Ort

e Reform: One of the two main branch

Judaism. TN@¥asorti community is growing in the UK. Describing them
their beliefs and practices could be considered progressive.

An inflatable menorah (candelabra) in Sydney. Chanuka
festival that takes place in the winter, celebrating a Jewis
in the second century BCE.
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Key Beliefs \\

The Nature of God — God as One, God as Creator and God a:

Keywords:
monotheistic: believing in one god
eternal: without beginning or end
Devarim: the fifth book of th
stewardship: being iz

da ot rest from all work, starting at sunset on a Friday evening

Beres\( g W first book of the Torah, known as Genesis in the Christian Bib

Torah: the first five books of the Bible, referred to by many Jews as the bo

Talmud: a combination of the written record of the oral law of Judaism ac

written discussions about it

omniscient: all-knowing

¢+ Rosh Hashanah: a new year celebration seen as the beginning of a 10-day
people according to their actions

¢ 6 060 00000
[*]
3
2.
X
D
*
)
o
[ra

*

God as One

Jews are taught that there is one god, so Judaism is a monotheistic religi
many attributes and can be described in different ways, God cannot be di
other gods; God is one whole. According to Judaism, God exists outside s
beginning or end and is, therefore, eternal. This is by God's reply

‘Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh'. In English this means,/ “or Twill be wh
been, and always will be, one and ¢ e. Jews should only wor

" “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our pod, the Lord is one!’
Devarim (Deuteronomy) 6:4, NKJV

God as Creator
To Jews, the complexity of Earth and the life upon it tells
them that it was created. The book of Bereshit (Genesis)
states that God created the world, and Jews today say
that God created the whole universe. The creation story
in the first chapter says that God created Earth in six days,
and created everything in a specific order:

e Day 1: light, day and night

e Day 2: sky

e Day 3: land and plants

e Day 4: sun, moon and stars

e Day 5: sea creatures and birds
e Day 6: land animals

2

A second (IO 25N Bereshit 2, where a man is created by God from t
= Ay

the Garden\gg##®en and puts the man there to look after it. Humans have
created to be like God and responsible for the stewardship of the planet.
kibbutzim, small agricultural communities, were set up in the early twentie
join environmental groups today. '
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While many Orthodox Jews today say that these stories are literally true, tk
they show God is omnipotent and is the reason for the existence of every:
Creator is a key Jewish belief, and this is shown each week when many Jew:
Shabbat, a weekly day of rest. God is said to have rested for a day after ct.
traditional for Jews to spend a day not working themselves, worshipping G
home, reflecting upon the creation story.

had made, and indeed it was%

“Then God saw
ereshit (Genesis) 1:31, NKJV

Jews also b\ e’that God has given humans laws to follow so that creati
can worship God, to give thanks for being created. These laws can be four
Tanakh, the Torah. It is said that Moses was given the Torah by God; this &
Commandments (known by many Jews as the Ten Sayings or Ten Stateme::
text that helps Jews understand the Torah, giving them advice on how to &
very helpful when Jews are trying to live according to God’s law in a rapid|

God is also said to judge humans according to how they have followed thé
knowing everything about everyone past, present and future. Rosh Hashg
say God judges them for their deeds during the previous year. Jews are t
and merciful, so will always judge fairly. Many Jews say that, whatever son
be forgiven by God and God never abandons them.

low to anger, and aboundirs:

‘The Lord is mercifis
“hillim {Psalms) 103:8, NKJV

The country Israel takes its name from
wrestling with an angel, winning the f
Yisrael. In English this means 'to strug
is one name for the god of Judaism. G
Adonai (Lord), Elohim (god) and Yahw
known and is said to be so powerful i
God as Hashem (The Name) and write
name if a document is destroyed. As wi;
reminds them of God's power and the
also reminds many of the Torah, which i

RERKORRE:

Pause for thought:

Course Companion for GCSE AQA RS: Paper 1: Judaism Short Course Page 5 of 24

SRR
S \

\
o
\s\‘“\
&

A

-y
3 N
{ \
LW

\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\

\N\\\\\‘N\

f—':’///?'/

i

&

P

i,

35 A%///////

%

///V

"
W\\\\\‘%
=
#

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

-

\\\"“\"\\\\

%
T

////
g

%

/ R,
f/
S
:ﬁ/
it

s

\\\\\\‘&\\

\\\\ \\\\\\
\\«w\

\\‘*-‘

\\\\\\Q\

//

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

Qg

Education




Quick Questions

1. Which of the following is used to describe God as a judge?
a) Merciful b) Eternal ¢) Creator

2. Give two examples of how God is said to be revealed in Judaism.

Now Try This...

3. Explain two ways in which the na
Refer to scripture or othg

reator influences Jew:

Important to note...
The exam may ask you for the 'nature’ of
various things. This means what something is
and what it is like, e.g. the Jewish god is one
being, is loving and powerful — these are all
aspects of its nature.

Course Companion for GCSE AQA RS: Paper 1: Judaism Short Course Page 6 of 24
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The Divine Presence — Shekhinah

Keywords:

+ transcendent: existing beyond human understanding, outside space and

+ immanence: the state of being immanent; present in the world

¢ Shekhinah: God's presence on Earth

¢ tabernacle: a tent used for worship

¢ Israelites: the ancient tribes who J nded from

¢ Promised Land: Canaa : Israel, Jordan and the south of Sy
¢ minyan: a gro adults, which is needed for certain services a:

¢ Hebrew: (Biblical and Modern): the language the Jewish Bible was written
of Israel

+ Kabbala: A Jewish school of thought that focuses on personal religious ex
with God

Even though God is said to be transcendent and unknowable,
God is also said to directly affect humans and the world,
showing immanence. God's presence is known as the
Shekhinah and is said to be sensed when Jews feel connected
to God through prayer or any other activity where they are
fully acting in line with God's laws and commands. For
example, many Jews say that the Shekhinah is prese

ertain times, such RN N\

ind, and when a

’T’hen the cloud covered the tabernacle {tent] of meeting, and the glory of the
Shemot (Exodus) 40:34, NKJV

Did you know?
The Hebrew root word for shekhinah, sakan or shachan, means to inha
many Jews the Shekhinah is the idea of God literally resting or settling u
feminine Hebrew word and many Jews, particularly those who follow Ka
represents God's feminine qualities.

Quick Question y)
4. Give two Jewish beliefs about o
the Shekhinah, (2 marks)

Course Companion for GCSE AQA RS: Paper 1: Judaism Short Course Page 7 of 24
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Beliefs about Life after Death

Keywords:

¢ eschatology: the study of the end of time or end times

¢ Olam Ha-Ba: 'the World to Come’

¢ Gan Eden: the Garden of Eden

¢  Sheol: an underworld to which souls g

¢ rabbi: a Hebrew word for 'teach

¢ righteous: doing right ollow God's laws correctly
. Gehmnom al i1a or Genhenna, a place where the souls of bag
. ¥ ceasing to exist, an act of God

¢ iniquityia Wrong or unfair action; sin

+ atonement: being forgiven for sins and/or making up for them
+  resurrection: coming back to life, when the soul comes back into the body
¢ Maimonides: a Jewish philosopher from Spain who lived in the twelfth centi:
3

Mishnah: the written record of the oral law of Judaism accompanying the Te:
be followed -
¢  Techiyat HaMetim: resurrection of the dead

According to Judaism, everyone has a soul that separates from the body w:
past there was much discussion about what happens to the soul after deat
religion that focuses on the afterlife or eschatology. Indeed, some Reforn.
afterlife, saying the dead live on in their loved one’s memories of them an¢.
when they were alive. For most Jews now, th = how life is lived
to know is in the Tanakh and the Torak, ¢ ] sut what they must do
en in the afterlife, or Olam Ha:|

dead exist i\ ence for eternity, regardless of how good thelr lives have b:
Olam Ha-Ba as Gan Eden and vice versa, suggesting the World to Come is
God is present. -

’As the cloud disappears and vanishes away, so he who goes down to the g .
Iyyobh (Job) 7:9, NKJV

Judgement
During Roman times, some rabbis put forward the idea that this life (and
preparation for Olam Ha-Ba, where the righteous are rewarded.

0 to Gehinnom;
4 some souls are so us:
urever as a punishment from Gi

It is said by some Jews that the souls of the ung
purified before entering Olam Ha-Ba._
are annihilated, or that tho

: or& comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of thé
Yesha'ayahu (Isaiah) 26:21, NKJV

For many Jews, God'’s judgement takes place every year at Yom Kippur.
sins and is described in detail later in this course companion.

Course Companion for GCSE AQA RS: Paper 1: Judaism Short Course Page 8 of 24
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Resurrection
As with the concept of judgement, there are different ideas about who wil
happen and whether it will happen at all.

Maimonides held the view that resurrection was a core Jewish belief, and
anyone who does not believe in it will not see the World to Come.

urces of authorit
HaMetim. Many ta
san be resurrected. This means
owever, the idea of a resurrection is not

The Bible also mentions resurrection, and du
Orthodox Jews to believe in resurrect
be buried intact so that the w
cremation and organ

“Your dead shall live; together with my dead body they shall arise. Awake and s
And the earth shall cast out the dead.’
Yesha’ayahu (Isaiah) 26:19, NKJV

Did you know?
A belief in reincarnation became popular in mystical Judaism during the Middle
Kabbalah and Hasidic Judaism (what many would call one of the groups within
are punished in next lives, sometimes by souls returning in animals, and it has b
figures were the reincarnations of significant predecessors.

Quick Questions

by Jews to ‘the World to Co

5. Which of the foHowmg is t
' ¢) Heaven

Course Companion for GCSE AQA RS: Paper 1: Judaism Short Course Page 9 of 24

SRR

s
v
e
\,‘Q-g

-
%\&\ Q\\\\
\\\\}@

\\\\\\\\\\\3

.
’4-/,//

f"///?'

Hg

\N\\\\\N\\\\
T

i
P

&

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\

%/

#E
%f

T

2l

"
m\\\\‘%
=
#

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

-

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\

%
b

5

""//////

%

/’{'7’3’6:'
4/
g
f;/x

\\\\\\‘&\\

wt\

]

s
\@

\\\\\\Q\

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

Qg

Education




The Nature and Role of the Messiah

Keywords:

+ The Messiah (Mashiach): ‘Anocinted One’, a reference to the ancient cust
head of a new king or queen to show they have been chosen by God

¢  Messianic Age: a time of peace and righteousne he Messiah’s arriv

¢ The Temple: the Second Temple in J ed by the Romans at
remaining part of the Temple is.% ern or ‘Wailing' wall. -

+ tikkun olam: healing ilowing God's laws

For many . 3
Jewish teacNe®g” says that the Messiah will bring this about, which is why
Messianic Age. The Messiah is described by some as:

e apolitical, religious and military leader, charismatic and inspirational
e adescendant of King David who will restore David's throne

e bringing about the return of exiled Jews to Israel
e aman with a complete understanding of Jewish

law, who will rebuild the Temple Messianic Jews
e agreatjudge who will bring peace to the world that Yeshua (Jes
and be worshipped by all humanity once he

is king
¢ signalling the end to hunger, illness and death

* At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Th101 .
of the Lord, to Jerusal,

, @nd all the nations
1l they follow the dictates
(Jeremiah) 3:17, NKJV

Itis said in ydox Judaism that the dead will be resurrected when the N

by God. ThisTeads some Jews to say that the Messianic Age and Olam Ha

However, many Progressive Jews see the Messianic Age as a time brought .
as a whole rather than an individual. They say that by taking collective res
people, it can be repaired morally and physically; this is tikkun olam. Con:
is seen in an aspirational way and fits in with many Jews’ idea that living acfg
commandments in this life should be their focus. The Key Moral Pnnaplesi

examples of how many Jews work towards fulfilling this aspiration.

Quick Question
7. Give two views of the Messianic A

Now fry this
8.

oiie to be a messiah.’

Argue for and against this statement. You must refer to Jewish teachi

which follows from your argument.

R R

Course Companion for GCSE AQA RS: Paper 1: Judaism Short Course Page 10 of 24
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The Covenant and the Mitzu
The Promised Land and the Covenant with Abraham

Keywords:

+ covenant: a binding agreement or contract
¢ Canaan: The Promised Land, which today
¢  Abraham: a Hebrew name meani '"
¢+ Hebrew: a word of unc Ut possibly meaning ‘refugees’ or re

*

: of a family, country or tribe
yce'in what is now Turkey

*>

Jews trace their lineage back to Abram, who is often described as a patriarc :
taught that Abram was a righteous follower of the one true god, at a time w
worshipped. The Bible says God told Abram to leave his home in Haran an
to protect and favour him and his people. The idea of a ‘Promised Land’ fo

‘Get out of your country, from your family, and from your father’s h

I will show you. I will make of thee a great nation, I will bless you, and make you

blessing. I will bless those that bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; an
shall be blessed.’

Bereshit (Genesis) 12:1-3, NKTV

the CanaaniTss. However, it is said that sometime after
settling in Canaan, God made another covenant with Abram in
return for his devotion, promising Abram that he would rule
over Canaan and that Sarah would have a child despite not
being able to conceive naturally. God also said that Abram
would have many descendants. From that point on, Abram
would be called Abraham and all Hebrew males would be
circumcised so that they would never forget to follow God's
instructions in return for all God would give Abraham and the
generations to come.

To Jews, Abraham is an example of faithfulne
story also shows many Jews that th
eternal and in so many
what that plazgmic:

sl ast that God has a plan fo
avle, they should focus on day-to-d

Quick Quete
9. Which of the foliowing is the name for God's agreements with Abrah
a) patriarchs b) tikkun olam ¢) Sheol

10. Explain two ways in which Abraham influences Jews today.
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The Covenant at Sinai and [ts I[mportance

Keywords:

¢ prophet: a messenger of God

+ pharaoh: king

+ Midian: an area in what is now Saudi Arabia :

¢+ oppression: repeated harsh and unfav person or group
+ Israelites: the ancestors of th

¢ Pesach: Passover

¢ mitzvotythe ceiy s of God for Jews; the singular is mitzvah
+ Aset

¢+ Mishi{(G5e

¢ covet: be jealous of

+ Sefer Hamitzvot: Book of the Commandments

Moses

Moses is considered by Jews to be the greatest of God's prophets. Itis s
after Abraham, around 3,500 years ago, the Hebrews were living in Egypt
was succeeded by a pharaoh who, unlike his predecessor, did not have a

Hebrews. This pharaoh became concerned with the growth of the Hebre
threat, finally ordering that all baby Hebrew boys should be killed by bein
of this, Moses’ mother hid him on the riverbank.

make their own nat
descended from Abraham'’s gra

The Hebrews became known as Israelites as
would become known as Israel.

Moses was rescued by the pharaoh’s daughter and eventually raised by h

there are several significant events in Moses' life:

e Moses finds an Egyptian beating a Hebrew and kills the Egyptian

e The pharaoh finds out what Moses has done and tries to kill Moses,

* Moses settles in Midian, where one day God speaks to him from a b
he has been chosen to take the Hebrews from Egypt to the land pro
God has seen the oppression of the Hebrews and wants to fulfil God
with Abraham.

* Despite initially feeling unable to accept God's command, Moses retuts
persuade the pharaoh to let the Hebrews g .

e  God works through Moses to bring o :
are still not allowed to lea

* The Hebrews are fi

he Egyptians, but

= v‘\
gt

all his &, t:he Bible says God drew the Red Sea apart so that the Isr
seabed before making the sea come together again when the Egypti
them. The escape from Egypt is marked every year during the festival |
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Sinai
To many Jews, the most significant event in Moses' life is said to be recei
God upon Mount Sinai. In return for following these laws, God promised ¢t

( s
‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you
Me above all people...” -
Shemot (Ex 5
.

Did you know?
n people’, it's not meant as a statemer;

promises. Some Jews say they're no more special than anyone else, the

Israelites. It is this special relationship between God and the Jews that is re
the Jews are ‘God’s chosen people’.

The mitzvot set out what God expects Jews to do throughout their lives i
their importance that this covenant is often referred to as ‘the Covenant'.
was allowed close enough to God to receive the mitzvot on Mount Sinai, &
two stone tablets. In the Torah they are called the Aseret ha-D’varim anc.
Ten Commandments.

worshipping a g
angry he smash;
ones were madé
transported in tk:

.

N
8

R \\\ :\\

N
N
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( The Ten Commandments

Mitzvot between humans and God
‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
You shall have no other gods before Me. ...
You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain; for the Lord will not hold
in gy

:ayisto keep it holy”

Remember th

etween humans and humans
vour days may be long upon the land whi
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.

-~ You shall not bear false witness against your neighbo
You shall not uWet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife,
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor any thing that is your

"Honour your father and v

Shemot (Exodus) 20:1-17 NKJV

-

Maimonides provided what is regarded by many Jews as a definitive list o
Hamitzvot. The Ten Commandments and the following 603 mitzvot are
aseh; you shall) and negatives (mitzvot ta'aseh; you shall no?). Therefore,
It is believed that an understanding of this and how the mitzvot relate to
live harmoniously and ensure they live according to God’s intentions for t

‘So the Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this th; Fave spokeny; for you
: ou by name.”’

10t (Exodus) 33:17, NKJV

Pause for thought:

The Bible sowy ioses didn't get to set foot in the Promised Land. God had said
not following an instruction, so Moses was told he wouldn't enter Canaan. For
faithful to God, and God is said to be loving and merciful. How could this story

Quick Questions
11. Give two mitzvot God revealed to Moses.

12. Explain two views about Moses. Refer to scripture or other sources o
Jewish authority.

Course Companion for GCSE AQA RS: Paper 1: Judaism Short Course Page 14 of 24

SRR

s
v
e
\,‘Q-g

-
%\&\ Q\\\\
\\\\}@

\\\\\\\\\\\3

.
’4-/,//

f"///?'

Hg

\N\\\\\N\\\\
T

i
P

&

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\

%/

#E
%f

T

2l

"
m\\\\‘%
=
#

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

-

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\

%
b

5
%,

%

//7/»9/,;,
b, &

""//////

\\\\\\‘&\\

wt\

]

s
\@

\\\\\\Q\

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

Qg

Education




Key Moral Principles

Keywords:

¢ justice: fairness in the way people are dealt with

¢  tikkun olam: 'world repair’; healing the world by following God'’s laws

¢ stewardship: being in the position of looking af‘ ~:a aging or caring fo
¢ Tu B'Shvat: the 15" day of Shevat (th the JeW|sh year, in Jag
¢ Tzedakah: Hebrew for ‘justice’.z«

+ pushke: Yiddish, from.*

.

.

¢ avodah:\ worsh:p, work and service

¢  Pikuach Nefesh: saving a life

As recorded in the Torah, the mitzvot are extensive; they cover everything
punished to getting rid of mildew on clothes! Although such a large amo
to make life complicated, this amount of detail makes Jews' obligations cle
moral principles:

Justice

Many mitzvot relate to everyday tasks and situations in a way that encou
and consider the impact of their actions on others. Consequently, justice
as can be seen in beliefs about a Messiah. The quota:::
Torah makes Jews think about consequences hat should bring e

“If a man steals an ox ughters it or sells it, he shall restore five
for a sheep.”’

Shemot (Exodus) 22:1, NKJV

Did you know?
René Cassin is a Jewish human rights organisation based in the UK. It's
writers of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, who won the Nob
charity has campaigned against activities such as human trafficking, hat

Healing the world
Jews say they have been commanded by God to set an example not only
Tikkun olam does not just mean healing the world thrauigh justice and ri
of Earth and its inhabitants is also part of this : '

icr'than the angels, and You have crowned h

hade him to have dominion over the works of Yoi:
You have put all things under his feet.

Tehillim (Psalms) 8:5-6 NKJV

‘For You have made hi
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Many Jews celebrate a new year for trees at the festival of Tu
B'Shvat, during January. They recall the life-giving importance of
trees in the Torah and their own connection to what they see as a
created environment by planting trees at this time.

Humans should care for Earth t will suffer.
Charity
Tzedakah rable giving) can be seen as a form of tikkun olam,
helping to ensure that all are treated fairly. As well as requiring
Jews to be charitable in general, Judaism teaches that 10% of
everyone'’s income is to be given to charity. Many Jewish homes
have a tzedakah box (or ‘pushke’) for collecting charitable
donations.

Maimonides’ ladder of charity sets out different levels of giving:

A 1) Forming a business partnership with a poor person

2) Where the donor and the recipient don't know who eackff
3) Where the donor knows who the recipient is .
4)  Where the recipient knows who the donor is
5) :
being asked
6) Where the donor,
7)  Where th xed and is happy to give
2y nor is asked and gives resentfully

However, c\ag®® s not limited to giving money. Helping fellow humans i,
fulfilling Abraham’s covenant to set an example to the world, is common i
the most well-known Jewish charities is Tzedek, which works in partnershi
and South Asia to overcome extreme poverty. Tzedek's work includes est
between NGOs and local people, as well as helping locals develop organis
that they can rely less on foreign groups for help.

Kindness to others
It could be suggested that, as the principles in this section are obligations,
followers to do good things just because they're good things to do in the
Jews don't do good things selflessly. On the other ha emilut hasadi
that goes beyond actions. Even though it is said o'! rewards good d
fairness, to heal the world and to give m y encourage compa
Many Jews volunteer in their ¢ : rexample. It is said that the
understand one anot any Jews' points of view, connect wit

5 1d rests upon three things, Torah, avodah [worship, work and servic
The Talmud

“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but
walk humbly with your God?’
Mikhah 6:8 NKJV
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Another way this teaching has influenced Jews is that many campaign for
that includes atrocities committed in the Second World War and being en

“Also you shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the heart of a stranger, be
the land of Egvpt.” Shemot (Exodus) 23:9, NKJV

3 X\
_ .

A protest against the ill-treatment of refugees and

asylum seekers

stall at 1k

Quick Questions
13. Which of the followina is

ple of stewardship in Judaism?

b) Kibbutzim ¢} Pushke d)

14. Explain two ways in which mitzvot influence Jews today.
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The importance of the Sanctity of Human Life

Keywords:
¢ Pikuach Nefesh: saving a life
¢  Shulhan Arukh: ‘set table’, a sixteenth-century Jewish code of law

ated man in His own image...”
Bereshit (Genesis) 1:27, NKJV

Understan:
Creation an®™

Ej;Je'ws think that human life is precious, special and holy; ht
'I\I'owing the mitzvot enables Jews to live well.

Did you know?
At many celebrations and festivals, the toast ‘L'Chaim!’ is often heard. P
‘la hime!’, it means, ‘To Lifel'

In line with this, it is accepted by most Jews that, if the purpose of Jewish
to live a good life, then those rules aren’t as important as human life itsel
Pikuach Nefesh. Due to this, it is acceptable to break all but three mitzv
adultery) in order to save a life. For example, Jewish law says no work ma
doctors or nurses are called upon to save lives on Shabht, it can be don
far as to state that to save one life is the sam ‘ e world.

Sabbath for any person afflicted wi
i zealous is praiseworthy while he who asks q
The Shuthan Arukh

‘Tt is a religious precey;

d

While this seems reasonable, there are arguments over how far Pikuach N
For example, many people in the UK are in favour of their organs being u
vary in Judaism. While many Jews feel that the body should be buried in
lives is considered acceptable by most Jews. However, many rabbis feel t
isn't the same as saving a life, even if it has a benefit in the long term. Aut:
Jewish law, but an autopsy that provides information needed to save anott:

Quick Question

15. Explain two Jewish teachings about human life. Refer to scripture or ¢
Jewish authority.
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The Relationship between Free Will and the Mitzvot

Keywords:
+ free will: the state of being able to make decisions independently of other
¢ yetzer ha-tov: ‘good plan’
¢ yetzer ha-ra: ‘evil plan’

Desplte the presence of so manv

&#*horn with the inclination to do good (yetzer hatov) and &
(yetzer hara), and it is believed that as they get older the yetzer hatO\éé
on Jews' behaviour
e The festival of Yom Kippur comes after a period of 10 days where Jew:
their sins
e Reform Judaism generally teaches that the Torah needs to be interpre;
of today’s world .
e Liberal Judaism generally teaches that the divinely inspired Bible was
time - this must be taken into account when using the Bible
e Orthodox Judaism generally teaches that the Bible is the word of God:
reinterpret it; it has already been explained in the Talmud. However,

applying it.

So, mitzvot are commands but people a
humans to follow God throug

Pause for thought:

There's a e between being in immediate danger and risking health. Whé:
if the aims of the mitzvot are to remain intact? How should Pikuach Nefesh be a
should war ever be considered as a way of resolving a dispute between countne;;iz:sé
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Mitzvot between Man and God and Mitzvot between M.

The Ten Commandments focus on humanity's relationship with God (the
the way humans treat each other (the next six commandments). As with
other 603 mitzvot deal with the way people should worship God and the

SRR

Prssnissnisniasg
e

a7

i

.

Some examples of mitzvot between people a compensate some St
and servants, protecting people from w to use farmland. §\ i
-
Some examples of . &en people and God are how to perform P F i
what to e 40 . v work on Shabbat. \“‘\\\\\
3 g 8
Even though each mitzvah is important, many Jews say that if there is a clask g
relating to humans’ relationships with each other should be carried out befc ~§
. . . . SRR
Orthodox Jews have said that mitzvot between people are in a way more i oy
will still relate to God in some way. Mitzvot concerning God alone don't re g 5
between people come first. This will please God as it focuses on bringing S
\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘;@“
have created.
Quick Questions
g
. . . . . \q‘\\ N
16. Which of the following is an example of breaking a mitzvah between ¢ \
R . . H SRR
a) Worshipping an idol by Murder ¢) Stealing # “\\
g 3
% §
. . . . L
17. Give two Jewish beliefs about mitzvot S
i3
m\\\\\\\‘“\‘b\\\Qx
o
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Key Beliefs

*

The Covenant and the Mitzvot

L4

Summary for Beliefs and Tead

The Jewish god is believed to be omnipotent (all-powerful), loving, at:
described as a lawgiver and judge, the creator of the universe and ‘¢
Judaism says that God’s presence on Earth, th nah, can be exp:
places and at different times.
Most Jews are more concern
there is a range of viz

idea of Skadol

 live than about what hapr.
ing the afterlife, or Olam Ha-Ba. Ear,
all souls go upon death. Later, the idea t
d populanty Many Jews feel that they are judged by
@@ clieve that God will resurrect people’s physical bodies at |
Some Jews say that God will resurrect the dead and judge the souls o
(Mashiach) comes. To some Jews the Messiah will be a great leader, L
Messianic Age will be a time when Jews as a group bring positive char
world to God.

Abraham is thought of as one of the patriarchs of Judaism. It is said G
and settle in Canaan in return for God's favour and protection. This is |
reaching Canaan, God made another covenant with Abraham, telling ki
to many generations. This was in return for Abraham'’s faith and devo:
Moses is said to have led the Hebrews out of slavery.in Egypt. They b
this time, as they were searching for Canaan, the: ised Land, whic
today. The Bible says that Moses maca venant with God w
on Mount Sinai. The first 10 &' uvot are known as the Ten Con
mitzvot have been reg : rah, the first five books of the Bi
The mitzygt i n their everyday lives and emphasise ways ¢
at bring the healing of the world and that encc
@iumans are the beings that most resemble God, and they
to rule over Earth. Human life is sacred, to the extent that most mitzvs;
save a life. This is Pikuach Nefesh.
Many Orthodox Jews say that humans have free will so that we may ck
and there is no need to adapt God's laws to new situations. However,
that the Torah sometimes needs to be reinterpreted, which is more e
religion. Many Jews say we are born with inclinations to be bad and
free will to decide to do good. -
Mitzvot can be divided into dos and don'ts. They can also be divided
and humans, and mitzvot between humans and God. Even though &
commandments, some Jews say that the mitzvot between humans tak
between humans and God because following t Al not only help &
other but will also please God. Carryi her mitzvot will plei
to other humans. .
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Ahswers

Beliefs and Teachings

Question
number

ark scheme

1

a) Merciful

2

Give 1 mark for each correct point, up to a maximum of 2 marks.

5 writing God as G-d
. uy inserting different vowels when reciting the Torah

be credited.

3 e Many Jews join environmental groups to help protect what
e Kibbutzim were set up in the early twentieth century and ar
e Many Jews celebrate Shabbat, partly in order to remember t
surrounding the six days of creation and the day when God
Other relevant points may be credited. 1 mark for a basic, releva
marks for a detailed, relevant and accurate explanation. 1 mark f
of a source of authority.
4 s  The Shekhinah represents God’s feminine qualities
»  The Shekhinah signifies God's presence
e  The Shekhinah is present at Shabh;
» i & Protection
. en someone feels a strong
ch correct point, up to @ maximum of 2 marks.
5 Y Olam Ha-Ba
6 | Godjudges everyone
e The righteous, judged favourably, enter Olam Ha-Ba
e The unrighteous enter Gehinnom/Gehenna and are purified
e  The wicked are annihilated
e The wicked suffer for eternity
e Many Jews say God judges them every year at Yom Kippur
Give 1 mark for each correct point, up to a maximum of 2 marks.
be credited.
7 »  There will be peace and prosperity in the world

o  Exiled Jews will return to Israel
s  The dead will be resurrected
e Itisagoal for Jewish sor
s Humanity will !
o Itwi

liverences
'stice, brought about by people coming

Course Companion for GCSE AQA RS: Paper 1: Judaism Short Course Page 22 of 24

SRR

\\‘\\‘\\‘\\W~”

&
P
A

G
.

ey
0 ¥R

e
R

o
e
P

P
20 %’/////// E

SRR
\{\’ \

////.'//_,;‘.J/

%

m\\\\‘%
=

=

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

\\\\\\\\\\\

o

N
s

i

%

#
i

////// ’

i

s

W\

x%

=

\‘ &
R

S
gt

ot
=

k\\\\\\\x\\{\
S

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

Qg

Education




Question
number

8 A thoroughly argued response, showing evaluation and judgeme
reasoning show knowledge and understanding of appropriate su
appropriate references to Judaism. 10-12 marks

Evaluation of different views. Lines
appropriate subject conte !

Answer / mark scheme

frisiissiinias

a\\\\\\\\\
\\“\ &\\ N

& F
\\\\\ b

\\x\m\

/

show knowledge
& references to Judaisn:

(fﬁ'///

Evaluation of one vie; .reasoning show knowledge and \\\
ledgement of more than one point o T
.
Sy
: --o‘nts and justification for: Points and justifi L
» In Bereshit/Genesis, God gives humans |«  Despite hon m§
free will and the intelligence to solve the been persec e
world's problems need help \\\*\\\
e  The Torah gives clear instructions for e  Prophets ha § §
living peacefully and well; humanity just come; this w \\\\\\\
needs to act upon them correctly a clear mess i
e By following the mitzvot, Jews will get e Non-Jewsn &\“*\\
their reward from God at some point is, so the meg
anyway \\\\\\\\\\
All relevant points must be credited § 3
9 d) covenants L
10 »  Abraham set an example to be loyal and faithful to God \‘\m\
e  Abraham'’s sto:y encourages ma think that God ca i\ §
. traham settling in the o
. \ §
. ves as God's ‘chosen people’ \\;
, points may be credited. For each way, 1 mark for \\\\\\\\\\
uence, 2 marks for a detailed, relevant and accurate influence.
11 " The Ten Commandments: God is Lord; only worship God; do
the Sabbath holy; honour your parents, don't murder, don't |
steal, don't be jealous
Give 1 mark for each correct point, up to a maximum of 2 marks.
be credited.
12 e Moses was special to God as Moses was allowed in God's pr
e Moses is the founder of Judaism
e Moses was honoured, as it says in Shemot/Exodus that Mose
e Moses is central as he passed on the mitzvot to the Jews and COPYRIGHT
are called the 'books of Moses’ PROTECTED
Other relevant points may be credited. 1 or a basic, releva
marks for a detailed, relevant and xpianation. 1 mark f
of a source of authori
13 C)
14 .

: s campaign for human rights

(o Many Jews celebrate Tu B'Shvat and plant trees

Many Jews give to charity {tzedakah)

e  Mitzvot encourage an attitude of gemilut hasadim (loving ki
e Orthodox Jews follow mitzvot closely, observing many rituals
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Other relevant points may be credited. For each way, 1 mark for &
influence, 2 marks for a detailed, relevant and accurate influence. ::
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uestion
Q Answer / mark scheme
number
15 e Bereshit/Genesis says life is God-given, so it is sacred (precious, speci: p—
e Human life is a gift from God \
s The concept of Pikuach Nefesh says saving a life is the only work that Q\\
Shabbat . \ \
s The Talmud states that saving a life is U tive world il
Other relevant points ma # 1 mark for a basic, relevant and ac - ;:\\\\
" :
marks for a detai : accurate explanation. 1 mark for the rel § § §
= B &
of a _ Ly, - oy
16 a) Y& P
17 . WELVot are God's commands, and must be applied %4
B
e  The ways mitzvot are applied are open to different interpretations Wltx.:g m§
2 w
*  Mitzvot came directly from God to Moses s
e  Mitzvot between humans and other humans take priority over mltzvo»; Q‘\\\\\\\
God § :
é‘\
: \\\\\\*‘\
Give 1 mark for each correct point, up to a maximum of 2 marks. Other re T
be credited. A
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