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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource covers the A Level Year 2 OCR Religious Studies specification for Component 3: Developments in
Christian Thought and includes the following content:

W N s

o w b

Religious Pluralism and Theology
Religious Pluralism and Society
Gender and Society

Gender and Theology

The Challenge of Secularism
Liberation Theology and Marx

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

The resource is split into five sections as follows:

i
2.

i

Ad teacher information pages.

8ix A3 revision posters, covering the six subtopics. These are {abelled:
These posters are intended as a summary of all topic material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all impertant areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Six A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides write-on
activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 revision posters themselves,
but are also prowded in a separate answer document (see section 5}, These are labelled with numbers inside
white circles: {

Exam-style questions, modelied on those found in the A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon:
Students may find it helpful to jot down key points before writing their essays.

Eighteen A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3
subtopic activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each areg and b wve enough
space for teacher or student anngtation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles:

Ad answer sheets. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, for the long-answer guestions. Student-friendly, OCR-style mark schemes are also
provided for the exam-style questions.

Ali posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
1o revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
to help the students engage with the information in a productive way.
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i Christ is the Gruth’,
can there be any other
means of salvation?

Yes - lesus is fully God but
God is not fully jesus. From
a Trinitarian perspective,
the role of the Holy Spirit or
Father cannot be ignored,

¥es - The parable of the
sheep and goats {MaTTHEW
25:31-46) gives the
example of who will go to
heaven and hell based on
actions rather than beliefs.

Mo -~ Humans are all born
with original sin, which
pravents them from b
with God unless th
baptised as Chri
MARK 16:16 Th
believes and is hag
be sagved; but the o
does not believe wili
condemned,” MY

s

be

Would a loving God
pitimately deny any human
being salvation?

¥es ~ God has revealed himseif to
humanity and given an exampia
to follow. Any human being who
choosas of their own free will to
deny God has brought it upon
themselves. Free will isn't free if
there are no conseguences.

¥es ~ God's fove and human lova
are not the same as God is
not human.

No — If humans are consci
after death, why w
not allow
thoi

tamans have had
[ al evidence {Jesus} and itis
arguad that belief is not
voluntary, so humans cannot be
expacted to worship God.

E=

No - It's not free will if you're
intimidated with ‘worship or burn
in hellt’

Contemporary Cheistion theslogy om Inclushaiam
Christionity as the true religion, but salvation ovailable outside Chris

Maost theologians wou
Roman Catholic, Ang

1 mainstream churches, su
Mathodist churches, in this

5 and the Church. However, thera
sreligions, so they can’t be wholly wrong. God s
Jewish prophets.

“God is creator, so revelation through nature is accessible without th
Paui taught that the men of Athens may have been worshipping Go
in ACTS 17 when he discusses the ‘unknown god’.

Supported by Jodn 14:6 Jesus said to him, “l am the way, and the tr
the life. No one comas to the Father except through me.”” ¥ :
So it may be that God can be known through other religions, but onhy
through Christianity. :

Rahner {inclusivist):
God is revealed in creation and history so is accessible to all.

Christianity is the true religion; lesus enabled everyone to he saved t4
his death. :

Al lawful religions can mediate God's grace.

There are ononymous Christions whose behaviour and values refiect
Christian, but who do not directly affirm Christ as saviour or absalut
towards saivation.

Will all good people ba sav
¥es -~ The parabie of th

MATTHEW 25:31-46)
ed no matter whether they

7
loving and fair then it would be unreasonable to

erfih or destroy people who are good for not being convinced by
argumeants from Christians.

¥Yes ~ if Rahner is correct, good people are ‘anonymous Christians’.
This phrase is sometimes seen as patronising -~ ‘we know best’,

No ~ Referring to Jesus in ACTs 4:12, Peter says ‘There is salvation in noi;
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among :
martals by which we must be saved.” ™"

No — If people can get to heaven in other ways, then Jesus is either
deiuded or a liar when claiming the only salvation is through him,

COPYRIGHT
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The development of contemporary mulltifaikh society

Biggest reason for this development is migration.

Migration can be forced or unforced depending on the circumstances of

those involved. Forced migration typically involvas severe extarnal forces
or pressures pushing individuals to move, whereas unforced migration is
due to 3n individual's or 3 group’s voiuntary choices.

1. Jobs - Free market, giobalisation.

2. Danger ~ War and othar conf!
asylurm seakey

Disaster —

This is not always %
closed or segregate:

Uniting with others of similar religicus beliefs:
e The creation of israel {for the jewish people} after the Second

World War.
»  The partition of India, creating Bangladesh and Fakistan, two Muslim
nations separating from Hindu-majority india.

Has interfaith dislogue contributed practicaily towards social cohesion?
Yes - Helps identify ways that different groups can aid the common good.

Yes — Allows engagement and evangelism with the least possible disagreement
or abjaction, making sure everyone has heard the Christian perspective.

No - Conservatives on both sides may feel threatened or ignoved or betrayed
and may become more extreme.

No - lnner-city neighbourhaods are stili often unofficially segregated.

Conversion is the process by which an individual renounces
their faith or heliefs and adopts those of ancther religion.

However, some have questioned whether this process
is fair.

Should Christians really attempt

Yes — Hell awaits the
paople should s

following false gi AN

Yes ~ They ara al eople and need to be

shown how to do tf

Mo — They have already found some of God's grace, and
Christians shouid focus on those with no faith.

Mo — it is patronising to suggest that Christianity has a
monopoly on God.

COPYRIGHT
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Should official Christian teaching resist
current sacuiz 5 of pender?
d roles for men and
e Bible is God's
atways and for all time.

~Changing with every secular idea
shows Christianity is not trusting of Ged. It
is allowing humans with imperfect
understanding to damage God's
intended way.

No ~ Paul’s writing reflects his own views
and that of Greco-Roman society of the
time. The story of Adam and Eve in GENESIS
3 is not literal, and the position of the
women is not how things should be inan
ideal world, but bad choices have led to it

No — Today’s Christian teaching is not how
the Church has always taught. it has been
affected in the past. There were female
Christian leaders in the aarly Church, and
the Church was then culturally affected

by Rome,

Have secular views
Yes — Oppression of w
Yas — Augusting’s and
be incorrect.

No ~ Catholic and con

Mo - They have forced
role of the early wor

Cultural ~ In different societies and across ti-
place and time. k

¥Yes — in the Bibly,
wives and concis

Yes ~ Demographi’ Fiies. Where there has been war, vou may find many women married to one man; in other areas it is
normat for commurBiesr raise children. Dus to modern technology, children can be created without sexual intercoursa. Single
parents are much more common where separation/divorce is more prevalent and less socially unacceptabie.

No ~ God made Adam and Eve as the first parents, and their family is the only acceptable pattern.

Mo — The mode! set by God is the only model of family that has lasted through all time. Others fall in and out of favour bacause they
are not from God.

COPYRIGHT
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Sexism and patriarchy in Christianity

Ruether Daly :

& ACEs 2:43-47 shows Church communities wi 4 tllusion of equality; g
non-patriarchal and revolutionary § prevents active par
and material eguality. Looking-glass priest

< The bias entered when e make them holy. &
Greco-Roma : 4 Values submissive/p#

virgins, pregnancy. V

Rosemary Radford Ruether (born 1938)

Background — She is an American Catholic feminist

schalar and theologian. Sha has taught in a number of
high-profile universities and is an advocate of women
priests within the Catholic Church,

Sexism and God-Taik - Seminal work written in 1983
discussing feminism, Christianity and reforming
the religion.

Diachronic exegesis — Understanding when
whom and how the texiz
produced and the;
aver time.

.
ts Christianity essentially sexist?
Yes - Male pronouns are most commonly used when talking about God, normalising 72
women as different. :

Yes — Augustine and Aquinas believed that Jesus had to be born male because othervi
heen inferior. :

Malae warrior-mes
was not this. His mS8
Jewish expectation.

No ~ Christian teaching in GeNgsis 1.27 considers men and women to be equally

Mo -~ In Luke 24, lesus’ famale followers are the first to see him alive.

JoHN 15:15 shows a non-Davidic messiah with an
emphasis on friendship.

N - Jesus treats women as being as worthy as men and teaches them in the same

She puts forward androgynous Christologies:

»  jesus’ maleness accidental, not essential

& God as the female wisdom principle — Hagia Sofia

®  lesus 35 the incarnation of Wisdom - God's Word
becoming flesh {iohn 1}

Can Christianity be changed or should it be abandoned?

Ruether Daly

<> Using the hermeneautic of suspicion, cultural 4 it shoul
biases can be stripped out and Christianity can & itisamalefpat
be reconstrucied.

Ruether challenges the Church to modernise with her
feminism. She is a3 reformer. However, she does not
argue that Christianity is essentially sexist. instead, the
Church must identify and draw upon a gelden thread
in scripture; a prophetic tradition which emphasises
the importance of equality.

Can only women develop a genuine s
Yeas — Goddess stories are older tha

nd more authentic.

COPYRIGHT
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Not ‘once-for-all’ — there is a dynamic relationship
between redeemer and redeemed. Christians b
they have a relationship with the fiving Jesus.

Yes - jesus (male}

i té#8r by usurping and giving life throug
abw

e
rist there is no... male or female’ ¥V

Liberated humanity ~ ‘not confined to a static
perfection of one person two thousand years ago”
2,000-year-old depiction of Jesus}.

e for ail.

Can a male sav
Yes ~ Ruether —.

Can the Christian God &)
¥es - julian of Norwich d

is 0ot what defines him; it is his overturning of the social order.

Yes —~ Biblical supf.-
John 5 - Jesus talks ©&

2716, Lydia bacomes the first European Christian.
et teaches a Samaritan woman, treating her as he would a fewish man.

Yes -~ Ancient human ima

Mo —~ Daly ~ if God is male, then the male is God. The divine patriarch castrates women. Yes — God is not literall

No ~ Wamen have been wiped out of histary by the Church. Christianity is structured to make it much harder Mo - Aquinas believed th

for & male saviour to save women. Thera are far fawer historical accounts of women, alienating them.

No ~ The bias is so long-s




fulfilment
Ludwig Feuerbach {1804-13872)
& What man is in need of, he makes his God.
& What man wishes to be, he makes his God.

Without comfort and a promise of an aiterlife,
Feuerbach believed that humans tend to daspair as
they see no ultimate goal for their lives.

God cs an Hlusion and the resulk of wish

Is there evidence that Christianity is a major

cause of personal and social problems?

v Christianity encourages guilt, even when one is
doing seemingly normal things.

¥ LGBTQ communities might feel marginalised.

¥ It possibly encourages people to focus on the ‘lif
to come’ and how wonderiul it will be
o sorting out their problems or
present life,

% Churches pr,
for attend

Christian tea

Tk

2s love for others.

L

How persuasive are Dawkins and Freud?

if there is a God, then it would not be surprising if human beings were creat
with a wish to discover him! It may be natural for us to find that belief in Go
guells our anxieties. :

Phenomena such as refigious experiences and miracles are widespread and
documented. Freud may be oversimplifying religious belief in reducing it to &
form of wish fulfilment, especially when it l2ads to joy and happiness for ma#
Freud’s and Dawkins’ ideas aren’t scientific themselves. it is impossible to &
effectively test for or disprove religious ‘unconscious” desives. Their views m.
rast upon little more than specu

ave seifish, greedy and aggressive by :
tire. They think might is right.

Yes — You don't need to be religious to show care or
compassion, or have a moral code. :

et modern sciends
No — Spiritual values must be learned; they are not : :

aatural / built in to humanity. Altruismis not 3

! In nations wh
natural responsa. ; ’

about being o

Y¥es — They are the values that humans developedto |
ensure civilisations flourish.

Christianity doz
Philosopher and neuroscientist Sam Harris {h. 1867}
wrote The Morol Landscope, 2 book about how :
science can determine human values.

Secularisatior

COPYRIGHT
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Boes Christianity tackie social issues more effectively than
Yes — Marxism sees everything as jelated to class struggle. Thi
room for anything else
Yes — Chri
problame,

nt struggle, which only cause
has not been any more effective ¢

ian texts are interpreted to bring benefit to the reade
s#cial issues. An example might be the book of Philemon being u
justify slave ownership in the USA in the Civil War era.

Mo - Christianity has been used for hundreds of years to maintai

Has liberation theology engaged with Marxism fullv eno
Yes — If it goes any further, it will focus too much on what hur
by themselves rather than putting trust in God.

Yes ~ To use it as more than an instrument to understand how
overcome poverty would be wrong.

No - Jesus sought to averthro
corrupt authorities profiteerin
the Temple, and Christians ne
engage further in order to také:
sirniiar actions. :

o

i’..m-§

is it right for Christians to prioritise one group over ang
Yeas — In Dxodus, God sides with the Hebrews.

Yas ~ jesus blesses cartain groups in the Beatitudes.

No - It is up t6 God, not humans, to decide who is having fa

Mo ~ The Bible was written by people who believed Godto b
They were biased towards certain groups, which is shown in

No - The poor will be rewarded in heaven. Liberation theolg
adequately deal with the spiritual health of all of the people

e ———
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1. Religious Plurglism and Theology

inclusivism

Exclusivism

Christians

Universalism

Pluralism

Argument: Many of the religions around the world
different visions of God and the path towards salva
ultimately irreconcilable.

Response:

s that salvation must com

-
P

Argument: if Christian teaching does not provide k
path to salvation, then fesus is nothing more than ai%

Responsa:

COPYRIGHT
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2. Religious Pluralism and Society

Forced Migration

Unforced Migration

The process by which an individual rencunces

issi Redemptoris Missio {Catholic
Mission one f3ith or balief sysiem and adopts another. P {
£
4 A rv %
i Discussion between different religions about the
Evangelism similarities and differences of their teachings.
Memr—————— '
) 9 s §
. : : The organised efforts by Christians 1o convert
Interfaith Dialogue athers to the faith.
N R %
s e s ~
¢ . : The public spreading of the message of the
JRYLrsion ~ i P
Gospel to new audiences, .
Saring the Gospel of Saivati CQ ?Y REGH?

of England}

PROTECTED




3. Gender and Society

a. Genesis 1:26-27

b. Galatians 3:28

The Mulieris dignitatem is a 1988 encyclical written by
Pope lohn Paul I on the roles of men and women in the
modern world,

Misogyny
2. it states that an important role model for women is

Mary, who is defined as the Theotokos, or God-bearer.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

3. However, Pope lohn Paul also daims that the Catholic
Church should aliow women to join the priesthood.

4. Naturalistic feminism similarly claims th
roles for women such as mothe
and unigue to ndi

Patriarchy
5. Oneimport.
Firestone, w
role for womers

o
o

o
. -




4, Gender and Theology

7
4

‘Jesus’ maleness is accidental, not essential’

4

ZZior-messiah expectation’

Golden Thread

Hermeneutic of
Suspicion

‘Christianity is not confined to a static perfection of
ane parson two thousand years ago’

1. Finish this guote: ‘i God is male..

2. VWhat is the Unholy Trinity?

25:7% to describe 3 spiritual connectioy

What term does Daly use to describe her reclamation of an
religious myths from Christian tradition?

COPYRIGHT
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5. The Challenge of Seculgrism

-
e
l’ »,
o’ s,

S Religious Experiences Positive 1.

Positive 2.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

2. Prayer

Megative 2.




6. Liberation Theology and Marx

Alienation

Exploitation

Capitalism

Ravolution

Personal Sin

Struciural Sin

Orthodoxy

g Against:

i.

COPYRIGHT
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Yes — lesus i$uily God but
God is not fully Jesus. From
i a Trinitarian perspective,

¢ the role of the Holy Spirit or

Father cannot be ignored.

Yes — The parable of the
sheep and goats (MATTHEW
25:31-46) gives the
example of who will go to
heaven and hell based on

; actions rather than beliefs,

No — Humans are all born
with original sin, which

prevents them from being
with God unless they are
baptised as Chagtians &
MARK 16 %
believes a%
be saved;

¢ does not believe will be

condemned.’ MRV

UV VAV U U PR
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Contemporary Christion theology on: Inclusivism
Christianity as the true refigion, but salvation available outside ©

ek

:é:s;» ¢h as the
. in this category.

e rch. However, there are
v can’t be wholly wrong. God spoke

God is creator,“so revelation through nature is accessibie without the Church.
Paul taught that the men of Athens may have been worshipping God all along
in ACTs 17 when he discusses the ‘unknown god’.

Supported by IoHN 14:6 Jesus said to him, “1 am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”” MR

So it may be that God can be known through other religions, but only as Father
through Christianity.

Rahner {inclusivist}:
God is revealed in creation and history s0 is accessibie to all.

Christianity is the true religion; lesus enabled everyone to be s
his death.

All lawful religions can mediate G
There are an

Christian, buj
towards salve

e e a1 17 A o S e 20 2 sl . m m Lm m 1m A 2 22 2 A8 i L L 1 i 1 A o S e 8 i b m 2m e

Yes - The
suggesist
believe or

Yes — If Go
condemn

Yos —{f Ba
This phras

deluded o

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




ueﬂway to God.

humans could never know what God

Yes —if ali rei
P is actually 1

A prehistory so it is wrong to imagine God not at work around
e Jewish faith) beforehand.

| No - Christiey
L the world {or

No — The Holy Spirit can act in the worid outside Christianity as God has free will,

COPYRIGHT
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The development of contemperary multifaith societw

Biggest reason for this development is migration.

Migration can be forced or unforced depe mstances of

Danger — War and other conflicts, persecution. Produces refugees and
asylum seekers.
3. Disaster — Natural disasters force people to move from their homes.

This is not always the case, and some societies actually become more
closed or segragated. This is often for ideciogical reasons.

Uniting with others of similar religious beliefs:
o The creation of israel {for the Jewish people) after the Second
Warld War.
o The partition of India, creating Bangladesh and Pakistan, two Musiim
nations separating from Hindu-majority india.

COPYRIGHT
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Yes — lesus said we should make
disciples of all nations.

No — God will lead the chosen slect to
the Church, Christians cannot cause
someone to have faith.

Some Christians wouid suggest that
living a good Christian life is part of
mission and the best way of
convincing people to follow

Jesus’ teaching.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Has interfaith dialogue contrib
Yes — Helps identify ways that diffe

Yeas — Aliows engagement and evar
or objection, making sure everyon

No — Conservatives on both sides
and may becoms more axireme.

Mo — Inner-city neighbourhoods ar .
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hénd Christians really attempt to
Yes — Hell awaits those who do not folig
i care and concern for the souls of thase

Yes — They are already spiritual people
i things properly.

No — They have already found some of
| on those with no faith. -

No - It is patronising to suggest that Ch

__________________________________________________
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Should official Christian teaching resist
. current secular views of gender?

i Yes — God has ordained roles for men and
women in the Bible. The Bible is God’
and true always and for all tirs:

ar feminists typically em
7

isogyny, the contempt for g
Church have led to the margis
their insights into religion and 2
the Church heing influenced i
greater power to men thanw

st a0t God. it is allowing
soct understanding to
Tiended way.

Conservative Protestant Christ
same about gender as thay h

damage Go
: Liberai Protestants share secu

No — Paul’s writing reflects his own views and

that of Greco-Roman society of the time. The Mulieris dignitotem — A papal
{ story of Adam and Eve in GENESIS 3 is not woman’s dignity, in which he
| literal, and the position of the women is not feminism and the changing w

how things should be in an ideal world, but
i bad choices have led to it.

john Paul ll warns about the
appropriating defining male ¢
priesthood. Mary is still viewe
role in salvation through mot

No — Today's Christian teaching is not how the
: Church has always taught. it has been affected
in the past. There were femaie Christian
leaders in the early Church, and the Church

. was then culturally affected by Rome.

Thed ment does not stres
tics of womanhoo

s that men and women a

COPYRIGHT
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<ular views of gender equality undermined C
#es — Oppression of women has been seen and challenged

Yes — Augustine’s and Aquinas’ visws that women are less
be incorrect.

do — Catholic and conservative Protestant churches have stz

do — They have forced Christians to reassess Jesus’ teachin
role of the early women Church leaders have been revisite



Traditional Christian ideal — One man and one woman with as many ¢
Secular views — One man and one woman or two women or two men
have changed, so the law followed suit. This in

COPYRIGHT
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Cuitural — In different societies angs
place and time. :

phics shape families. Where there has been war, youm
: nal for communities 1o raise children. Due to modern technology, ¢
parents are much more common where separation/divorce is more p

No — God made Adam and Eve as the first parents, and their family is

No — The model set by God is the only model of family that has lasted
are not from God.



Rosemary Radford Ruether (born 1936)

Background — She is an American Catholic feminist scholar
has taught in a number of high-profile universitie

7Understanding when, why, for whom and how the texis
ment were produced and then how they have been used

Diachronic exs
of the New Te
over time.

Male warrior-messiah — Ruether poinis out that Jesus was not this. His
maessage and actions go against the lewish expectation.

Jonn 15:15 shows a non-Davidic messiah with an emphasis on friendship.

She puts forward androgynous Christologies:

s lesus’ maleness gocidental, not essential

s God as the female wisdom principle — Hagia Sofia

#  Jesus as the incarnation of Wisdom — God’s Word becoming flesh .

Liberated humanity — ‘not confined to a static perfection of one person two
thousand years ago’ (a 2,000-year-old depiction of fesus).

COPYRIGHT
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is Christianity essentially sexist?
Yas — Male pronouns are most commeo

have been inferior.

Namy

g saching in GENESIs 1.27 considers men and women 1o be
equally

e in the image of God,

Mo — In LUKE 24, Jesus’ female followers are the first to see him alive,

Mo — Jesus treats women as being as worthy as men and teaches them
in the same manner.,

| Can a male saviour save women?
Yes — Ruether — lesus’ maleness is not what defines him; it is his

Mo - Daly —if God is male, then

Mo — Women ha,
much hardes

COPYRIGHT
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Sexism and patria

Ruether Baly
S hurch communities were < lilusionof e
; t and revolutionary in gender prevents a
‘material equality. < looking-gla
< The bias entered when Christianity moved into make them
Greco-Roman society. < Valuessub

virgins, pre

Ruether
<4 Using the herm
biase§

COPYRIGHT
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God as an illusion and the result of wish
fulfilment

Ludwig Feuerbach {1804-1872}
e What manis in need of, he makes his God
s What man wishes to be, he makes hi

Without comfo

There is no empirical proof of God, so human beings
make up a figure they think can provide them with
answers to their existential guestions.

God has the perfect versions of the atiributes humans
wish they possassed — power, knowiedge, etc.

COPYRIGHT
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Is there evidence t
_ and social problem
Tl " Christianity enc
normal things.

v it possibiy enco
how wonderful
difficulties inth

*  Churches provi

% Christian teachi




]

How persuasive are Dawkins and Freud?

if there is a God, then it would not be surprising if huma
with a wish to discover him! it may be natural for
quells our anxieties.
Phenomena such as religicus &
documented. Freud :

sideas aren’t scientific themselves. it is impossible to
r or disprove religicus ‘unconscious’ desires. Their views may

COPYRIGHT
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Are spiritual values just human values?
! No - People are selfish, greedy and a :
nature. They think might is righ’

teaching throu
strong and sta
Why change? &

0 show care or

Yas — You don't n

Now that less ¢
should they inf

ues must be learned; they are not
; n to humanity. Altruism is not a
| natural response.

Millions of peogf
going to contr

Yas — They are the vaiues that humans developed io
i ensure civilisations flourish.

Philosopher and neuroscientist Sam Harris {(b. 1967)
wrote The Moral Landscape, a bock about how
i science can determine human values.
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atiens where religion is not the focus of a majority of pe@p' .
about being on the margins.

Christianity does not need to perform many of the functions it

Secularisation may encourage many Christians to leave the Ch
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Is it right for Christians to prioritise one group over another?
Yes — In Exodus, God sides with the Hebrews.
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i Yes — Jesus blesses certain groups in the Beatitudes

No - It is up to God, not humans, to decid

No — The Bible was written by o
| They were biased towar<;.(;

Ng -~ The p




‘ fiefit to the reader, causing social issues. An example
3 usBd to justify slave ownership in the USA in the Civil War era.

Neo — Christi

Basic Ecclesial Communities - BECs
{In Spanish — comunidades eclesiales de base
{CEBs) in case sources use it}

Developed due to shortage of priests in 1950s / (7R
early 15605 - some functions taken by lay catechists Has liberation theology
{trained non-priests who can perform non- t goes any further, %
sacramental duties). seives rather than
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Aes—To use it as more tha
overcome poverty would b
i

Second Vatican Council gave laity greater
involvement and said the Church should be ¢
active in social issues,

ction. BECs became

more indej

Late 18605 pdlitical unrast,

Controversially, BECs do pastoral-based theology
within their structure, without priests or the
Church’s assistance.




Examiners will be using a general mark scheme to mark the candidate’s answer
gag

expect for a spacific a

The following table should give you an idea of which kinds of answers get award%\s

A Level (01}

nswer. These can be viewed on the OCR website.

Level Band What type of answer
This answer is excelient because:
® it answers the questio ation
®  points are releya elected :
6 14-16 1o allkne derstanding shown are correct, &

: ariginality
: answer is clear and has consistently used spacialist?
there is a large range of references to scholarly theo

®

This answer is very good because:
® it answers the guestion thoroughly
& points are relevant and used properly

5 11-13 8 all knowledge and understanding shown are correct, ¢
e the answer is clear and has used specialist terminol
e thereis a very good number of references 1o schola
This answer is good because:
] it answers the qguestion
8 points are relevant and mostly used properly

4 8-10 . 5
8 most of the knowledge and understanding shown are:
s the answer is clear, and specialist terminology is ussﬁd
&  thereis a good number of references 1o scholarly th
This is a satisfactory answer because:
8 it mostly answers the guestion
® most of the points are relevant

3 5-7 e some correct knowledge and understanding are sho

enough detail :

s the answer is quite clear, and specialist terminology is
e  some scholarly theories and/or works are referred tcf
This is 3 basic answer because:
e the guestion is answered in a general way

5 4y |° some relevant points are men 3

=2 and understandi
pecialist terminology is us
erencing scholarly theories and/or

® some correct but Hmit

nswer because:
Tost of the response does not answer the guestion
a lot of relevant content Is missing

1 s very little knowledge and understanding of the topic .
e specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned :
® there is little reference to scholarly theories and/or w
0 0 Nothing worthy of credit 5

Answers — Topic on a Page

for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 3
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A Level (A02)

Level Band What type of answer
This is an excellent answer because:
e the argument is effective and insightful
e insightful critical analysis and evaluation are present
6 2134 | ® points are clear, and positions are robustly justified
s  {he answer is clear and has consistently used speacialist
e there is a large range of references to scholarly theor
and evaluation
Overali, this answer is well reasoned, detailed, integrated
This is a very good answer becaus :
e  the argumentis clear ag uccessful
s  the analysis a :
& oINS ailed and justified
5 17-20 | e the quastion entirely
: & answer is clear and has used specialist terminclo
there is a very good number of references to scholar
analysis and avaluation
Overali, this answer is detailed, relevant, integrated and |
This is a good answer because:
e the argument is effective and clear
e good analysis and evaluation are present
&  points are made clearly and contain adequate justific
4 13-16 i e it answers the question
s the answer is ciear, and specialist terminclogy is use
s there is a good number of references 1o scholarly th
and evaluation
Overall, this answer is detailed, with relevant material an
This is a satisfactory answer because:
e the argument is mostly successful
e analysis and evaluation are mostly successful
3 912 &  points are made with some justification but not fully
e it mainly answers the quastion '
s the answer is quite clear, and specialist terminology i E
s some scholarly theories and/or works are referred to
Overall, this answer is mainly relevant and has some structy
This is a basic answer because:
s there is some evidence that an argument is being mag
s some analysis and evaluation are present, but these a3
5 5.8 s points are made but without encueh justification :
®
® {ist terminclogy is use
® ansing scholarly theories and/or wo
Ov s mostly relevant with some structur
L vieak answer because:
there is littie evidence of an argument being made
e there is a lack of analysis and evaluation
1 & points are made without any or enough justification
e it does not answer the guestion
e specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned
s there s little reference to scholarly theories and/or wo
Overall, this answer lacks structure and clarity.
0 0 Nothing worthy of credit

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 3 Page 2
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1. Religious Pluralism and Theology

1. Exclusivism Passages — lohn 3:16, lohn 14:6, Acts 4:12, Timothy 2:15
Inclusivism Passages — Acts 17, Matthew 25:31-46, Mark 9:40

2. Extra Ecclesiam Mulia Salus — A phrase meaning ‘outside the Church there is
the importance of the Church in allowing humans to achieve salvation through
Anonymous Christians — A term Rahner suggesied for people who possibly sh
who do not directly affirm him as saviour or absolute path towards salvation.
Universalism — The view that all human beings will eventually be saved.
Pluralism — The bedief that no one religion has an exclusive dlaim to the truth a
religions may have equally valid claims to such a tru

us, where he appeals to
¢ presence of the true creator God,
ture. This implies that God can in some
those of other faiths may have partial insight into G

3.  Acts 17 details a sermon of St Pav
holding that they have b :
direct knowledsge ¢

4. A numb®0f arguments and responses can be given, including:
Argument: Many of the religions around the world offer significantly differ
towards salvation which are ultimately irreconcilable.

Response: There may be more similarities than immediately visible. Individ
enabling them to be anonymous Christians, or it may be that all religious ex
Real’, a central being or spiritual dimension which all human beings particip

Argument: The Bible states that salvation must come through Christ, not arg
Response: it may thati those of other religions unwittingly participate in the
Christians, or it may be that biblical teaching on salvation has been misinter,
many important religious figures.

Argument: I Christian teaching does not provide knowledge of the path to
more than a moral teacher.

Response: Jlesus may present the whole truth about salvation, with other r
fesus may well fust be an important religious or moral figure — one of many

5. Exam-style Question — ‘Religious pluralism is incompatible with Christian &
AQI - Students may demonsirate knowledge and understanding through d E

e  Christianity has traditionally espoused exclusivism, the view that it is th

the truth about God and salvation. :

e However, recent challenges from some progressive theologians such a‘
alternative of religious pluralism, the view { religion has an exg

salvation and that multiple religions may Ay valid claims to such :

s Such a claim is potentially 50 requires denying key pa

the Trinity. The Bible also needsto b
ayionly those elements which fit a modern scie
rocess is necessary to abandon the more putdated
aith, yet others argue that this destroys the identity of the C

A2 - Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presanta
e Religious pluralism is compatible with Christian tradition: Christianity
is influenced by other faiths and beliefs, secular or theistic; there are d
refigions in terms of religious experiences; there are aspects of Christia
indicate that God works through the world for all people; much of Chri
supportaed, and it is necessary to move beyond the mythological world
identity of Christianity is based arcund its moral message, not its supe

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 3 Page 3
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¢  Religious pluralism is incompatible with Christian tradition: the distin
is based around its theological teachings such as the incarnation and t
a pluralistic outlook; the Bible has passages that clearly endorse exclus
acknowladge the key differences and conflicts between Christianity an
Real” at the heart of pluralism are incoherent — they do not fuily explai
retigious experiences, miracles and revelations at the heart of their fait

R AR

6. Exam-style Question ~ Evaluate whether Karl Rahner's ideas about ‘anony;
justify inclusivism. ;
AQ1 - Students may demonsirate knowledge and understanding through d
s Christianity has traditionally espoused exclusivism, the view that itist

the truth about God and salvation.
e  However, inclusivism has become more
the important influences and d
e There is an issue no :

B

v both lay Christiany
h has had with other rel
is difficult to understand how religs

AQ?2 - Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presentay
e  Rahner's ideas justify religious inclusivism: key aspects of the Bible (e.f
goats) suggest that what is most important is living righteously, not haw
God were benevolent, he would not condemn people to hell simply for§
essential to salvation — its only role is to teach; the idea of anonymous &
virtues of other faiths while centring salvation around Jesus.
s Rzhner's ideas do not justify religious indlusivism: Rahner’s inclusiviss
reduced to a matter of ethics, destroying its identity; the concept of ‘a
patronising to other religions, which have distinct and reasonable syst
fails to incorporate key elements of Christian tradition, such as the Trin
upholding the principle of Solus Christus is unnecessary — salvation hist
prophets; the Bible presents an exclusivist vision of salvation and does

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 3 Page 4
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2. Religious Pluralism and Society

1.  Unforced Migration: Migration that is primarily caused by the free and autg
individuals invoived.
Forced Migration: Migration that is coerced by external forces such as war,
and oppression. '

2. Mission: The organised efforts by Christians to convert others to the faith. &
Evangelism: The public spreading of the message of the Gospel to new audi
interfaith Dialogue: Discussion between different religions about the similarit
their teachings. 5
Conversion: The process by which an individual re

one faith or beEEei

3. Examples can include:
1. ltis consistent with
2. ltisimpor
3. it

i ecanciliation, peace and compassioy
at conflict doas not arise when an individua
Funderstanding and knowledge of both one’s own ri

4. Redemptoris Missio: It focuses on how the Catholic Church can meaningful
the modern worid. Three elements are identified as key: the conversion of
different faiths, the renewal of commitments within disinterested Christiang
pasteral care within the Christian community. It also attempts {o acknowleaqs
and the need for good interfaith dialogue as part of respecting other individ;

Sharing the Gospel of Salvation: it attempts to clarify how the Church shou
news while at the same time being aware of the changing religious landscag
hoth dialogue and evangelism are part of prociamation and identifies four ¢
Christians might engage with {the dialogue of daily life, common good, mut

5.  Exam-style Question ~ ‘Christians should no longer actively seek to conve

Discuss.

ADL — Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d

e Traditionally, the Christian Church has been active in attempting to co
through forceful maans,

s In more modern times, the growth of multifaith societies and the calis
that such active conversion practices have been questioned and criticis

¢ Instead, there have been cails for greater interfaith dialogue and more
between those of differing religions. j

e As aresult, there have been those who have suggested that Christian n
conversion of others but instead work with local communities solely thy
and enterprises.
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AQZ - Students may demonstrz : analysis through presenta)

ean that the Church cannot evangelise — this is sim

Woreferences; seeking to convert athers does not have to gene

interfaith dialogue is maintained; the Church would decline and event
to canvert others — conversion practices are necessary for its survival,

s  Christians should not seek to convert other individuals: it is wrong to
mencpoly on God and spirituality — if others are happy in thair faith, th
grace does not flow solely through Christianity, so convearsion is unnec
the integrity of other religions and not attempt to undermine their con
the history of conversion practice shows it generates conflict and hosti
mission, such as charity and outreach.

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 3 Page 5




6. Exam-style Question - Does the Scriptural Reasoning movement flatten or
AQ% - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d A
s Traditionally Christian theclogy has not spught to engage with other fa

beliefs or to better understand their own.
e  The Scriptural Reasoning movement attempts o overturn this, bringingﬁ;g;
together to come o a grester understanding of each other’s faiths.
e This involves a small group of people from different faiths regularly mes
texts on a specific topic. The aim, however, is not simply to find agreen
develop a deeper knowledge of different perspectives and challenge o
¢ Through this process of critical analysis, people from potentially conflic
begin the groundwork towards working together on social issues in the
chalienging their own prejudices about their athers. E

nalysis through presentzi%‘f?
yusiy relativise the Christian faith: The sc
eciogy and only attempts to contextualis

AQ2Z — Students may demonstrat
Scriptural Reasonin :

relifious belief to cultural and communal influences; it has notled to a

Bile ar the Christian God, anly the beliefs of other faiths.

s Scriptural Reasoning does not fatten/relativise the Christian faith: T
Scriptural Reasoning movement has only heiped shape the real identit
nbjective viewpoint on what is true and what is not, so there is nothing:
Reasoning has helped foster honest discussion about the virtues and fl
only aided interfaith dialogue, not reduced the identity of Christianity;
how other religions might share in the truths and teachings of Christian

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 3 Page &
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3. Gender and Society

1. Genesis 1:26~27: Human beings are made in the Image of God, suggesting
spiritually equal.
Galatians 3:28: Suggests that earthly lives and roles are irrelevant in the cor:éza
women should participate equally in spiritual life.
Ephesians 5:22-24: Suggests that women should be subordinate to menin \
gender roles are not the same on Earth.

2. 1. True
2. True ;
3. False — Pape lohn Paul resisted calls for the of women to the
4. True
5. False — Shulamith Firestone nist who argued that the
be technologically s ‘ equiring a woman’s body. Z
3. Poten W :
Single ood, Communal Family, Same-sex Parenthood

4. Misogyny — A held prejudice against, hatred of or contempt for women.
Marginalisation — The treatment of a group of people, e.g. women, as insignifig
Patriarchy — A system or systems within a state/society within which men hold
compared to women.

5.  Exam-style Question — ‘Motherhood should be seen as an essentisl and p :
AQ1 — Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
s |n Christian tradition, motherhood is seen as an essential role for wom

of life for women is in part to become mothers and ensure the future f
& However, in modern times, this idea has been challenged by secular fe
Beauvoir, who argued that motherhood was restrictive for most wome
realising their true potential and autonomy.
s Motherhood, therefore, may be a role forced upon women by patriarc
pasitive choice.
s Nevertheless, many Christians and denominations still uphold the impc.ﬁ
women, e.g. Pope Johin Paul emphasises the importance of matherhacz;,,
Mulieris dignitatem. 5

AD2 ~ Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presenta;

s Motherhood is an essential / 3 positive role: Motherhood is a process
positive force; naturalistic feminism puts forward goad arguments for
for a flourishing life; what is important is el patriarchal influe COPYRIGHT
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e role of motherhood is separated from women; moth
wand is physically restrictive, ‘chaining’ them to the household,
Christian Church itself is a patriarchal institution and cannot be relied
egalitarian vision of gender roles, including motherhood; women shou
— it should not be a role forced upon them; the importance of motherh
patriarchal cultural influences and cannot be thought to be the word o

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 3 Page 7




6. Exam-style guestion - is the concept of family a culturally determined co
AQ3 - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through
s |nthe Bible and Christian tradition, the ideal family is presented as th
mother, children.

¢  However, in modern times, this idea has been chalienged by secular f
Shulamith Firestone, for instance, held that the idea of the nuclear fa
Children, she argued, would be better raised communally.

s The diversity of family types now also quastions the legitimacy of the
raised well by single parents or parents of the same sex.

¢ However, many Christian denominations stili hold that the nuclear fa
which to raise children and is in some way willed by God.

AD2 — Students may demonstrate evaluatnc
The familyis a cuiturai!y det

sysiSthrough present
truct: There are a vast num
stian nuciear family; throughout his

no &vidence to suggeﬁt tzod wouid oppose a iovmg fdrmly environmen
family model.

s The family is not 3 culturally determined construct: There are divine|
fatherhood and motherhood which reinforce the importance of the n
nuclear family does not mean that relatives or friends do not play a ro
family life is centred around the mother and father; the nuclear famil
cultures and traditions, suggesting it is a naturally valid way to raise ¢
not deny women a fulfilling fife but simply reinforces the importance of

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 3 Page
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4. Gender and Theology

1. ‘Jesus’ maleness is accidental, not essential’
Jesus’ gender should not influence ideas about his being or about how his t&;
about and understanding of gender roles. 5

‘besus defied the male warrior-messiah expectation’

In first-century judea, within which Jesus was born and raised, it was expec
violent revolution against the occupying Roman forces. However, lesus’ tea
idea, instead promoting peace, compassion and equality. ‘

‘Christianity is not confined to a static perfection of
Christianity is an evolving religion that does not
influenced writings for meaning. Christiang

developed over time and history, rather than simply%

Golden Thread
A theme or teaching of prophetic liberation that Ruether believes runs thrcaugh"‘?E
its various culturally conditioned elements.

Hermenautic of Suspicion
A term adopted by Ruether to describe the process of analysing a text from an
intentions or motives, !

3.  Students might present the following answer: :
Ruether argues that female terms may have been historically used to descr
been marginalised or lost through patriarchal influence. One particularly img
of Sophia, often thought to represent wisdom. Ruether argues that Sophia &
Logos before the malenass of Jesus led to the preference for male terms and
Trinity. in fact, Ruether contends that Jesus may have originally been a prog
teachings given by Proverbs and Solomon, mediating Sophia through his mi
ware put forward by followers after his death. Thus, the incarnation of Jesu
incarnation of God’s wisdom,

4. Quick quiz answers:
1. “..then the male is God’

2. Rape, genocide and war

3. Biophilia

4.  Pirate
COPYRIGHT
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5.  Exam-style question ~ ‘A male saviour cannot be at the heart of a genuine}
AQ% - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d A
& |In Christian tradition, Jesus has been God incarnate, the saviour of hurg

critics, this has led to subsequent theologians holding that men are nati
divinity reflected in Jesus’ maleness,
®  Thus, while theologians in principle have often held that the genders ars
this has certainly not been enacted either in the Church or in society,
s Moreover, it has led to God being largely viewed in male terms, which ¢
egalitarian theology from being developed in the Christian Church. :
¢ However, modern ferninist theologians disagree about whether this pr
reconstructionist ferminist theologians argue ‘chat lesus’ maleness is ac
is ultimately irrelevant when developing an e theology. '
8 Others, such as Mary Daly, have held th ssible to separate Jes;;.\,
history and theclogy. in esse for women to thrive wité

& evaluation and analysis through presenta

r can have a male savicur: Ruether makes the go

and not essential ~ it is irrelevant when reconstructing the C
seemed to embaody genuinely egalitarian principles during his lifetime,
running through Christian history; Jesus is only one part of the Christia
female wisdom principle incarnate — the historical tradition of misogyn
around cultural attitudes, not the figure of Jesus and his teachings; Dal
reconstruction of the Christian faith.

e An egalitarian refigion cannot have a male saviour: It is impossible to
history from its use of a male saviour; fesus did very little to combat hi
of women; human beings need to look beyond saviours towards other
salvation; a male saviour leads to belief in a male God; the history of C
are testament to the impossibility of a male saviour in a religion that is

AQZ —~ Stu nts
3 A ;

6. Exam-style question — is Christianity essentially sexist?
A0 - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
e Inthe last century, it has become increasingly recognised that in Christ
been significant misogyny, resuiting in the marginalisation and oppress
the world.
¢  Many feminist theologians have picked apart this misogyny, showing th
attitudes propagated by the biblical writers and early Church fathers. &
e Howaever, there is disagreement about whether this sexism and misogy
Reconstructionist feminist theclogians hold that once such misogyny is
dismantled, a new egalitarian Christian faith can emerge,
e (ther radical and post-Christian feminist theologiang argue that this re
Christianity is essentially sexist to its core, d its reliance on a;:;éta COPYRIGHT

cultural foundations.

PROTECTED
AQ2 — Students may d uation and analysis through presanta
® Hy sexast Women cannot be saved by a male sa
o specific male-dominated time in history, it cannot bef
C y has too long a history of sexism and misogyny to be dismar:

contain much in the way of egalitarian principles; there is little for won
relates to their own experiences; the Church today and its traditions ar
influgnces, and it is difficult to see how that will change.

&  Christianity is not essentially sexist: There is a genuine golden thread ¢
scripture that can speak to women's experiences; structural change is ¢
evidence that the Church is becoming more egalitarian; it is possible to:
that led to historical misogyny in the faith; the female wisdom principie%%:s
egalitarian vision of God; Jesus’ maleness is accidental, not essential.

RS
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5. The Challenge of Secularism

1. Wish fulfilment: :
Wish fulfilment is the idea that human beings have unconscious desires {or &
unaware of but that manifest themselves in dreams, behaviour and heliefs
a desire or wish is fulfilled when one of these dreams, behaviours and beliet;
desires ocours. f

2. Students might include the following responses:
Religious Experiences: Can occur due 1o an unconscious wish for the safety
aldn to a parent or guardian.
Prayer: Can be performed due to an unconsciou
and reward one for one’s faith.

his parental divig

3. Students might include :
s exper:ences and miracles are widespread,

i.
e = me universal unconscious desire but the intervent
2. F eas about wish fulfilment are unscientific, It is impossible to

uneoiscious desires; they are simply assumed on the basis of certain k
not possible to falsify the existence of these wishes. Z

3.  if God did exist, then it would be expected for him to create human be
encounter him. The fact that human beings wish for the existence of G
actual existence.

4.  Students might present a number of different responses, such as:
Positives: Art, ethical values, community, charity
Negatives: Conflict, discrimination, opposition to scientific progress, oppres;

5. Exam-style guestion ~ Should Christianity have a significant presence in publ
AQL - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
¢ Traditionally, in the UK and much of the Western worid, the Christian ¢

on public life, holding political positions and occupying a visible presen
e However, growing secularisation means that the Christian Church no lo
did, with the Christian faith increasingly being restricted to the private
e Secularists typically champion such restrictions, arguing that Christianig
harmful and should not be allowed to play a role in public life, whether
or law.
¢ Howaever, others argue that Christianity, as an important moral influen A
life and Christians should be able to practise their faith publicly asam
religious expression. :

COPYRIGHT
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&02 — Students may demonstrate evaluah Aysis through presenta

s Christianity should have a ce: Each individual is enti
expression, mean " wed to publicly practise and engage

i suence on ethics and culture; Christian beliefs s

> as any other group; faith schools still form an impo

gEas an important charitable and social role to play in locai com
Christianity to have a public presence in order for the Church to contin

s Christianity should not have a significant presence: Freedom of religic
the household; Christianity has been a negative influence on ethics an
given special considaration on the basis of their faith; religious belief is
be focused on reason and science; the Christian Church’s presence sho
education and governance; people should not be unduly influenced to
activities in their community.

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 3 Page 11



6. Exam-style question ~ ‘Christianity has been a positive influence on the U
AQ% - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
s Traditionally, in the UK and much of the Western world, the Christian

on public ife, hoiding political positions and cccupying a visible presen
e However, growing secularisation means that the Christian Church no g
did, with the Christian faith increasingly being restricted to the private
2 Many, however, still hold that Christian values have contributed a lot t
values. It is often argued that the British system of governance and lawé
that much of its great art, architecture and music has been inspired by
e Howaever, there are also secular critics who argue that Christianity has
Moreover, Christian values have potentially also prevented moral prog:
historic eppression of marginalised groups.

nalysis through pressanta
wiwfiuence: Many of the ethical values
s in Christian thought; many famous artists
ed by their faith; historical viclence and conflict he
reduced to matters of religion; there are many influential an
hav®Changed society for the better; churches have often helped local
one of the main driving forces behind charitable initiatives in the UK.
s Christianity has not been a positive influence: The Christian Church has
oppression of marginalised groups; Christianity, in encouraging faith- an
helped stoke conflict and violence throughout history; many groups con
discriminated against by the Church; there are significant historical scan
stand in opposition to its ethical values; faith is not needed in order for g

AQ2Z — Students may demonstrat
s Christianity has be 3
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6. Liberation Theology and Marx

1. Alienation: A Marxist concept that described how people are personally an
work and the fruits of their labours.
Exploitation: The unfair treatment of someone so that one can henefit from
Capitalism: A system of governance and economics that puts forward that p
major areas of trade and industry.
Revolution: The overturning of a government or a2 political state in order toid
of politics. '

2.  Personal Sin / Structural Sin: Personal sin aims to describe sin on an individ
result of a person’s own free choices. Structural analyse sin on a
tooking at how injustice and oppressio he way a society is o
Crthodoxy/Orthopraxis: Orthod w Christians should think a
tradition, whereas ortho 3 how Christians should act and what

lay catéunsts, individuals authorised to perform communion but who aren’
do not follow traditional liturgies and often place an emphasis on eisegetic
than exegetical.

4.  Students might write answers similar to the following:
Reasons for:
1. lesus’ ministry was often centred around the poor, sick and marginal
a preferential option for the poor,
2. The Christian emphasis on virtues such as compassion, justice and cha
should be centred on those who need such virtue the most, such as th

Reasons against: :

1. Christianity prescribes universal moral laws; these arguably shouid not
over another,

2. Christianity is focused around the salvation of all. This invoives helping @
prioritising them in matters of salvation.

COPYRIGHT
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5. Exam-style question ~ Does liberation theology tackle social issues more g
Christian thought?
ADI - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
e Liberation theology is a Christian movement that emerged primarily out

1960s which biended Christian theology with political theory, in particula
®  Proponents argued that liberation theology helped tackle important pa
Church had traditionally overlocked or ignored, and its use of political
theological ideas about how to combat poverty and oppression.
e (One key example is the prioritisation of orthopraxis over orthodoxy in
emphasis on a doctrine of a preferential aption for the poor.
e However, critics have argued that liberation ‘fhe‘oiogv has been no mor
of poverty than traditional Catholic social t d thatits use of p
and irrelevant.

AD2 — Students may de
@ Libera'on th

> tion and analysis through presentsg

@e productive: Traditional denominations ha

on; traditional forms of developmental aid by the

for effechve* communities; the Church needs to address the
patth up its shortcomings; liberation theologians such as Gutiérrez ana
original ways for Christians to productively help oppressed communiti
sustain their faith to address the needs of suffering individuals.

e Liberation theology is not more productive: The Church has a long his
heiped many individuals out of poverty; Marx’s political theories are n
moral aims of Christianity; liberation theologians fail to address the et
Christianity and political revolution; sin should be analysed on a perso
liveration theclogy uncritically appropriates Marx and does not genera
and oppressed; liberation theology, despite its ideals, is still theory, not

6. Exam-style guestion ~ ‘Christians should not be influenced by secular ideo)
A% - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
®  Liberation theology is a Christian movement that emerged primarily out ¢

1960s which biended Christian theology with political theory, in particu!z§
& Agssuch, similar to feminist theology, it encouraged the use of secular i
thought, whether for interpretation of scripture or for modern-day eth
e However, the use of secular ideclogies in this manner has proved contr
argued that such secular ideologies inhibit a proper interpretation of Ch
e  (Onthe other hand, proponents of movements such as liberation theol
incorporate secular ideclogies in order that Christianity can stay relevag
developments in political, scientific and ethical knowledge. :
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rid; liberation theology is a positive &
S about political theory; feminist theology has
vy in the Christian Church using secular feminist th
tly been influenced by thinkers and ideas, both religious and s
¢ Christians should not be influenced by secular ideclogies: Christian s
that are self-authenticating - secular influence can only distort such tr
successfully incorporate political theory without excessively distorting
theology anly presents a challenge to Christian tradition, not an oppor
Christianity engaging with secular ideologles is a complete secularisatic
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