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This resource covers the AS/A Level Year 1 OCR {H173/H573) Religious
Studies specification for Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion, and includes
the following content:

NG IE SRV

Teacher’s Introduction

Ablways check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

Philosophical Language and Thought: Ancient Philosophical Influences
Philosophical Language and Thought: Soul, Mind and Body

The Existence of Gad: Arguments for God Based on Observation

The Existence of God: Arguments for God Based on Reason

God and the World: Religious Experience

God and the World: The Problem of Evil

The resource is split into five sections as follows:

1
2.

i

A4 teacher information pages.

Six A3 revision posters, between them covering the four subtopics. These are labelled:
These posters are intended as a summary of all topic material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Six A3 subtopic shests with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides write-on
activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 revision posters themselves,
but are also provaded in a separate answer document (see section 5). These are labelled with numbers inside
white circles: '

/""?""ﬂ"r'i

Exam-style questions, modelied on those found in the AS / A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon: ST

18 A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3 subtopic
activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have encugh space
for teacher or student annotation. These are [abelled with numbers inside black circles:

Ad answer pages. These pages provide more detailed answers to the guestions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer quastions. Student-friendly, OCR-style mark schemes are also provided
for the exam-style guestions.

Ali posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
1o revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
to help the students engage with the information in a productive way.

D Anthony, March 2021
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/;;smtie’s concept of a Prime Mover arises when
he guestions what is the final cause of the

universe itself.

and unceasing, and it could
Instead, the :

movemen

This Prime Mover is perfect, beautiful,
immaterial, indivisible and eternal. It exists only
in contemplation of its own perfection and is
both the first and final cause of the universe.

The Prime Mover causes this change by pulling all
things towards itself. This resuits in the circular
motion of celestial objects such as planets

\\:id stars.

Philosophers have
teleological w.
such

f scientific theories
il things really have a telos

For similar reasons, we can guestion Aristotle’s
beiiaf in a Prime Mover. Are his ideas about
change, motion and purpose still relevant or valid
when thinking about the universe today?

The Teleclogical
World View
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s

However, a prisonar becomes unchained, and observes
that the worid of shadows they thought was real was in

make their way out the cave, eventually coming to the
real world illuminated by the Sun, representing the
Form of the Good.

The journey of the unchai
reflects the intellecy
appearan

'ti g

/ cting the world of
truth. The end of the story sees
et try to free those still chained, only to
“and driven away.

or Plato, most will not be able to realise the truth about
the world or be able to properly grasp the worid of the
Forms. it requires rejecting many of our deeply held beliefs.

g
| The Analogy of the Cay

fact an illusion. : I W—

With this knowledge, the unchained prisoner begins to %

R S
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concepts which human being

The world of the Forms is grasped by pure reason and provides a
solution for how one idea can be applied to many things in the

material world. By contrast, the world of appearances {the sensory
world} contains only imperfect, inferior replications of the Forms.

The highest, most perfect Form for Plato is the Form of the Good,

This Form givas all the othar Forms their meaning and vaiue and, as

such, ali other Forms can be understood by their relationship to the
Form of the Good.
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lust because Descartes is able to conceive of the
mind and body as two different substances does
not mean that this is the case in reality.

Ryle uses the example of a tourist visiting Oxford
University. Despite the tourist visiting all the
coileges and libraries, they still mistakenly ask at
the end of their tour where the university is.

Ryle thus describes Descartes’ belief in mental

substances as a ghost in the machine. He instead
argueas for behaviourism, where talk of the mind
and mental states should instead be replaced '
taik of behaviours.

by physical

Some endo
ane substa
can generate,
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One similarity between Plato’s and Aristotie’s beliefs
is the idea that the soul is responsible for conscious,
rational thought. Many thinkers have viewed
consciousness as a phenomenon that can only be
explained by an immaterial aspect of the :

mind or person.

Consciousnes i “#0 define due to
its peculiar it sigenerally used to refer to
the seif-awa fman beings possess of
themseives ar@rteir surroundings.

Consciousness is also thought to be the cause of the
inner life of human beings; the subjective, personal
experiences that generate our beliefs and ideas
about the world.

Throughout history, many other
tarms, such as spirit or mind, have
been used in similar ways to soul’.

For religious individuals, the soul is thought to
enable human beings to have a relationship
with God.

Corsciousness

survive
animais,

emporary, ghysica
soul. A human life s
united with the bod
immaterial world to

The spul has three e
and reason. Piato co
appetite and emotio

Plato details these b
journey of a soldier
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Hume criticised the teleslogical argument in his
book Digiogues Concerning Naturaf Religion,
claiming that the inference 10 an intelligent
designer was unjustified.

Just because there are }
not mean i
order and
have an

Hume also held that such arguments committed
the fallacy of composition, Cbservations of
spatial order in one part of the universe does not
mean it is ali ordered. it could be chacticor
appear ordered by chancel

Finally, Hume contended that the teleological
argument was guiity of anthropomorghism. It
inappropriately applies the concept of designer to
a being or cause that is beyond human
experience or knowledge.

Hume also criticises b

periencing events i
tidat the universe mu
universes being creat
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Hume also argued th
not contradictory to ¢
contingent and neces

Both these issues sug
unwarranted jump to ¢
principles. It may be, a
is simply a brute fact




The first three of the Five Ways are different

1. The Unmoved Mover - Ch
This chain of change arg:

e, there must be a first cause; God.

the cosmological

¢ can be observed throughe
annot be infinite. There must be a sour

triings in the world have prior causes. Yet nothing can}:"

3. The Contingency Argument — For all things, it is possible for them to exist
an infinite amount of time had passed, then nothing would exist. Things exis

The cosmological e
argument is aiso a ‘
posteriori but there are

both inductive and
deductive forms!

Argument from
Contingency

B S, S S S W S

rests on the idea that the existence of contingent be
cease to exist, cannot be explained wholly b i

Therefore, the
cannot cease i
explanations.

#to prevent this infinite regress of contingent
ary being is God.

The argument from contingency rests upon Gottfried Leibniz’s principle of

sufficient reason; the idea that everything in the world requires an

on the causaly
However, sing
there must b

A modernve
argumeant, It
have a cause
itself. This cavz
powerful bei

explanation for its existence and current state.
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//;e teleological argument is

also known as the argument

from design, as it attempts o
infer the existence of Gor!
observations of

teleslogicai argument is
typically a posteriori and

\\fﬁwpioys inductive reasoning.

argument. it begins with the
phservation that things behave with an
unusual regularity, intelligent or not.
This reguiarity he calls a beneficial
order,

However, if things were governed by
chance, they wouldn't di <p ay s
regularity. Their behavi
determinergg
especially §
possess int
Instead, theirvégular behaviour must
be determined by an outside

//;quiﬂas’ Fifth Way is a teleological \\\

i Thomaos

M Aguinas

\\iiteiiigence; God.

n his work Notural
nesavere 1o come acrasé%
mechanisms evidence o
properties would then af
even if one had no exper,

Paley then argues that
order and complexity. T
work of an intelligent de;z

e théory of evolution, 3
Charles Darwin in On the
proved problematic for Pa
An intelligent designer wa
explanation for the functio
complexity in the natural

instead, Darwin showed h
to be adapted to their env

\i}voking ideas about desig
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I Ontology is= !
the ‘buing’

sics which guestions
the nature of ‘being’; what it
means to be or to exist.

The ontological argumentisana
priori, deductive argument for the
existence of God. it holds that
through reason alone, consideration
of the concept of God shows that he
must necessarily exist.

3
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Plantinga’s argument emplovs «
terms such as ‘neces ;

he necessarily exists in ali worlds,

ritihga and his contemporaries have still faced significant critici,
mply proves that if a maximally great being exists, it exists in all pc;

Yet Plantinga still holds that his argument is victorious, as his aim is to sho
that God does exist, just as Anselm characterised his argument as faith see




Anseim put forward his version of the
ontological argument in his 1078 work
Prosiogion. The target of his argument
was the fool’, who could conceive of the
non-existence of God, but did not
understand how this was an impossibility.

Anselm begins in Chapter 2 of
the Prosiogion by defining God
as a being than w4

However, Anselm did not view his
argument as an isolated proof of God’s
existence. instead he characterised it as
faith seeking understanding; a reasonable
justification of belief in God.

COPYRIGHT
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eéiity {in re} or in the mind {in
intellectu).

Naturally, he proposes that it
would be greater to exist in
reality, and so God, as the
greatest conceivable being,
must, therefore, exist.




Gaunilo, a monk at Marmoutier in France, criticised Anselm’s
ontological argument shortly after Prosiogion was published,
that it led to absurd and contradictory conclusions "

‘perfect island,
conceive. Gaunilo then
ind or reality, holding that if
1en the island must exist.

He proposed a now famous counter
which is tha greatest island ’

show that Anselm’s logic can be applied {0
practicaily any object, and so his argument is meaningiess. The
existence of things can only be demonstrated through empirical
evidence, such as experience. One cannot just reason God into

existence or one could do the same for anything else!

GCaunilo

Anselm did respond io
Gaunilo, claiming that he did
not fully grasp his distinction
betwesn necessary and
contingent existence made
in Chapter 3,
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God is the only b~

vand cannot apply to
contingent things.




spiritual

This direct a@8%ness typically involves a
conscious sense of, or union with, the divine
that transcends ordinary sense experience.

One famous figure who claimed to have
undergone mystical experiences was Teresa
of Avila, during her periods of religious
ecstasy, and later visions of Christ in 1558,

F C Happold claimed there were four typical
features to mystical experience; those
undergoing one believe that there is 3 divine
ground to reality; reason is not the only
intellactual faculty, there is a truer spiritual
side 1o the seif and one’s life should be
dedicated towards understanding thi
spiritual aspect to oneself and i

Experiences

Wysterium — While

Rudolf Otto held tha

’

cinans’; they inv

can never be under

Tremendum — They
on which human be

Fascinans — Despite
one’s religious expe

. experience, which g
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fi;mes took an impartial stance on
religious experiance, arguing that if had
four characteristics — two essential and
two subsidiary.

The essential characteristics were its
ineffability and its noetic guality — the idea
that, for participants, religious experience
provided insight into realms beyond
ordinary human experience or intellect.

The subsidiary characteristics we:
transience (shortness) ang

the control &r or spirit.

G 5
AN

t that religious ex
on} is often used

lames himself concluded
the effects it had upon a
and more caring, these a

authentic. .

Mareover, he argues, for
reasonable for them to b
experiences meaans they
existence of God from th
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The main source of evidence for religious
experiences is testimony. This raises issues as it is
always possible to guestion whether testimonies are
accurate. A person may simply be deluded, ignorant
ar even lying.

However, Swinburne argues that critics’ doubts
about religious experience are often oo extreme. in
all other spheres of life, individuals’ experiences are
not as heavily guestioned or interrogated.
Swinburne, therefore, proposes two ideas:

The Principle of Credulity ~ One should
person’s experiences as genuin
Convincing reason

200

their experienceggs be accepted as likely to be
true unless there are reasons to suspect scmeone of
lving or believe they have made a mistake.

fes suggast that rel

hiwhote should be ta

a7y wievidence for God. Even ift

.~ are’some who are lying or mistaken, th

“wealth of testimonies with similar Gual
means God is at least a reasonable

explanation for religious experiences.

Some have suggested that corporate
religious experiences, where multiple
undergo similar, shared experiences of
together, might be evan stronger evide
for God. Examples of corporate experi
include the Toronto Blessing In 1994,

ious experience is often thoughy,
for the existence of God, particularly
widespread occurrence and unigue 4

Formal arguments from religious ex
typically are a posteriori, though thi
proposed both inductive and deduc
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A key distin
human actio
solutionto t
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Augustine, cont
phenomeanon, b

theodicy draws b
Genesis 1-3 1o
of evil.

-

This disobedience caused human bej
corrupted, ceasing to poss
passions and begami
corruptiond
is known a

Augustine argu

\\jenesis where

Augustine argues that all evil, both natural and moral, is
a result of this original sin. The suffering we ohserve in
the natural world is due 1o the misuse of free will by
corrupted human beings and angeis, choosing to do
\j!hat is evil rather than adhering to God’s will.

Augustine
i

//;e clear strength of Augustine’s free will theodin it does preserve G
“ess the logical prob

COPYRIGHT
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Similarly, he notes that any corruption of the world must have been willed b
could have chosen to not let it occur. If the worid was truly perfect, then hu
evil acts.




One important hidden assumption between the soul-
making theodicy is that freely attained goodness and
perfection is a greater good than if it were simply give
10 human beings upon creation. /

This potentiaily ties into our i
goodness, for in
Hick claimgs
Human beis
be made agr?

t sxm;ﬁiy pets whose lives should
7 as possible.

Thus, human beings have to encounter evil in order for

real soul-making to occur. Moreover, God maintains an | g A U
epistemic distance, restricting their access to his \ !

existence in order that they can freely choose a i John Hick
relationship with him. P o

Hick's ideas are:
seem like sens
have a longer-
theodicies prov

COPYRIGHT
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Although Hick argues for a non-interventionist God, he alf
puts forward that all human beings must eventual
in order for soul-making to be fair. This
known as universalism.

However, they
theodicies exp
pervasive and

Furthermg

D Z Phillips crit
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, e intrinsic. He ar

enables the jus)
assentially bad




The Primcacy of Reason

Plato is often dascribed as a rationalist philosopher.
Rationalism is the view that reason is the sole or primary
source of knowiadge for human beings.

Plato argued that the world of the senses is ever-
charnging. Therefore, if one is seeking lasting, permanent
knowledge, the sensas are a poor candidat

Despite this probiem, Pista
generalised idear,
unchanging rea
accessed throug

e ideas, one

The Analogy of the Cave

The analogy of the cave is an allegorical story told by
Socrates to another man, Glaucon, in Republic, which Plato
uses to illustrate his philosophical ideas.

The story tells of a number of prisonars who are chained in
the darkness, only able to see the shadows of objects
illuminated by a fire behind them.

However, a prisoner becomes unchained, and observes that
the world of shadows they thought was real was in fact an
iltusion.

With this knowledge, the unchained prisoner begins to
make their way out the cave, eventuaily coming to the real
world iliuminated by the Sun, representing the Form of the
Good.

the escaped prisond
be dismissed and dri

For Piato, most will not be able to raalise the truth about
the world or be able to properly grasp the world of the
Forms. it requires rejecting many of our deeply held beliefs.

S G

Piato argues that bevond the world of
senses, there is a world of the Forms, a
reality that contains perfect versions of
ich hurnan beings chserve

The Fornu

world of the Forms is grasped by p
solution for how one idea can be applied:
material worid. By contrast, the world of
world} contains only imperfect, inferio

Form of the Good.

The highast, maost perfect Form for Plate:
This Form gives all the other Forms theii
such, all ather Forms can be understood:

vét arises when he
cause of the universe itsalf.

Aristotie’

t change in the universe is constant and
ncEasing, and it could not ocour by itself. instead, there
must be a Prime or Unmoved Mover, which inspires all
the change and movement in the universe.

This Prime Mover is perfect, beautiful, immaterial,
indivisible and eternal. it exists only in contemplation of
its own perfection and is both the first and final cause of
the universe.

The Prime Mover causes this change by pulling all things
towards itself. This results in the circular motion of

ralev;

calestial abjacts such as planets and stars.

abou
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Comsciousness

One similarity between Flato’s and Aristotie’s beliefs
is the idea that the soul is responsible for conscious,
rational thought. Many thinkers have viewed
consciousness as a phenomenon that can only be
explainad by an immaterial aspect of the human
mind or person.

Consciousness is a difficuit concept to defi
its peculiar properties
the self-awareness
themselves and ¢

oe the cause of tha
the subjective, personal

Consciousness is
inner life of human be
experiences that genarate our beliefs and ideas
about the world.

P T RN

b substance Dualism

Throughout history, many other
terms, such 35 spirit or mind, have
heen used in s

far ways to ‘soul’.

The soul is not an aasily definable concept.
Traditionally, it is taken to be a spiritual
aspect 1o the human person that is
imimaterial and can persist beyond death.

For religious individuals, the soul is thought to
enable human beings to have a relationship
with God.

Descartes

47

Plato vs Aristotle

iato helieved there were tv
o humans: the temporary,
2 permanent, immaterial

A human life sees this soul t
and become united with the
is separatad and returns to t
to contemplate the Forms,

The soui has three elements
and reason. Plato compares
steering the two horses of 3

Piato details these beli
which describes the journay
afterlife before his rebirth.

Just becau
mind and
aot mean

Ryle use
University
colleges ané
the end of

Ryle thus
substance:
argues for
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//;:iuinas' Fifth Way is a teleological \ ﬁﬁ te}egiogicai argument is \

argument. it begins with the
observation that things behave with an
unusual regularity, intelligent or not.
This regularity he calls a beneficial
order.

also known as the argument
from design, as it attempts to
infer the existence of God from
ohservations of properties such
as order, complexity and

purpose, all of which are 7

However, if things were governad by ’
to be evidence o

chance, they wouldn't display such
regularity. Their behaviour must be
detaermined by another source,

especially since thesa things do not
possess intelligence thy,

instead, their reg
be determined by

\inteiiigence; God.

he first three of the Five Ways are different
variations of the cosmalogical argument.

1, The Unmoved Mover - Change and movement
can be observed throughout the world, with each
thing being changed by something else. This chain of
change and movement cannot be infinite. There

must be a source that does not change itself; God.

2. The First Cause — Al things in the world have prior

’/rPaiey in his work Naturo! Theology presents the watct
one were to come across a watch in the wilderness, o
functional order and compl
ow ane to infer that the wa
ence of watches before.

g o -
i
} Williom Paley 1"

[P

causes. Yet nothing can also be the cause of itself.
Since an infinitely long chain of causes isn't possible,
there must be 3 first cause; God.

a posteriori but there are both
inductive and deductive forms!

The cosmological argument is also

z % %3
%5757 U A

3. The Contingency Argument ~ For al things, itis
possibie for them to exist or not to exist. But if it is
possibie for all things not o exist, and an infinite
amount of time had passad, then nothing would
exist. Things exist now, 50 there must be a
necessarily existing being; God.

RS S A AN XA LA

Argument from

Argument
from Causclity

Aguinas’ Third Way is an example of th,
rests on the idea that,
caase to exist, ¢
beings. This wo

Gigehey. This
2ings, who can begin or
erence o other contingent
végrass of explanations.

Therefora, there Friessary being, which has existed forever and
cannot cease to exisern arder to prevent this infinite regress of contingent
explanations. This necessary being is God.

The argument from contingency rests ugon Gottfried Leibniz’s principle of
sufficient reason; the idea that everything in the world requires an

Aguinas’ Second Way is an example of the causal argume
on the causal principle, which states that all things must
However, since an infinite series of causes and effecisis |
there must be a first cause, which itself is uncaused; Gad.

A modern version of the causal argument is the Kalam cost
argument. it can be sumimarised as stating: all things that &
have a cause. The universe began to exist and 50 must ha
itseif. This cause of the universe must be an immaterial, n
powerful being; God.

explanation for its existence and current state.
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Anselm put forward his version of the ontological argument
in his 1078 work Prosfogion. The target of his argument was
the ‘fool, who could conceive of the non-existence of God,

but did not understand how this was an impossibility.

However, Anselm did not view his argument as an isolated
proof of God's existenca. Instead he characterisad it as faith
seeking understanding; a reasonable justification of belief
in God.

Anselm beginsin C
a5 a being than wh
then asks whether
reality {in ve) or inth

ater for God to existin
ellectu}.

Naturaily, he proposes that it would be greater to exist in
reality, and so God, as the greatest conceivabla being, must,
therefore, exist.

The differences between the versions of Anselm
rtant to note. For although b

2 ) . = .
fie ontological argument is an a priori, deductive argument for the
existence of God. it holds that through reason alone, consideration
of the concept of God shows that he must necessarily exist,

However, in Chapter 3, Anselm presents a different version of
his argument. He asks whether it is greater that God could be
conceived not 1o exist, or whether it is greater that it is

inconceivable for God to not exist.

Anselm argues for the latter, meaning God must exist.
However, he also proposas that this argument can only apply to
God as the greatest possible being. Everything else which does
not possess maximal greatness can always be conceived not

o exist.

Gaunilo, a2 monk at Marmoutier in France, criticised Anselm’s
ontological argument shortly after Prosiogion was published
that it led to absurd and contradictory conclusions

which is the greates*
asks whether th
Anselm’s reasons

Gaunilo attempts t
practically any ob And so his argument is meaningless. The
existence of things can only be demonstrated through empirical
evidance, such as experience. One cannot just reason God into
existence or one could do the same for anything elsetl

id respond to 13

Gaunilo, claiming that he did
not fully grasp his distinction
between necessary and
cantingent existence made
in Chapter 3.

God is the only being capable
of possessing necessary
existence; the property
raguiras being maximally
great and cannot apply to

xiontingent things.

Kant als
had fals

As Kant
stifl rem
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Mystical expariences are a variaty of religious
experience where an individual has a direct
awarenass of the presence of God or a
spiritual reaim.

Rudolf Otto hel
‘mysterium trem
mystery, awe an

Religious experience generally refers to an experience, \
encounter or occurrence that involves God or a spiritual
dimension. it can be direct, involving contact and
communication with God, or indirect, involv
sense or feelings of an immaterial any;

Mysterium - Wh

This direct awareness typically involves a .
s uie < YRICaHy invoives nature of God, th

conscious sense of, or unjon with, the divine
that transcends ordinary sense experience.

Religious experienc
individuals e

Tremendum - Th
significance and
dependent,

One famous figure who claimed to have

undergone mystical experiences was Teresa
of Avila, during her periods of religious
acstasy, and later visions of Christ i

Fascinans — Desp
attractiveness fo
over which one h

Fite, means it is difficuit to tell whether an experience is
genuine or authentic. For critics, this probiem indicates that
religicus experience is not reliable evidence for God.

F C Happold dlai
features to mys
undergoing one b
ground to reality; 3
inteliectual faculty, 3 truer spiritual
side 16 the seif and one’s life should be
dedicated towards understanding t
spiritual aspect 1o oneself and life.

These special qu
numinous quality
beyond our ardin

o o e

Mysticat Experiences

¥ e e o o e o mm o e

3

ious experience is often
thought to be evidence for the

xistence of God, particularly due
1o its widespread occurrence and
unigue characteristics.

Formal arguments from raligious
experience typically are &
pasteriori, though thinkers have
proposed both inductive and
deductive forms.

o S

Richard Swinbume

The main source of evidence for religious
experiences is testimony. This raises issues as it is

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

atways possible to question whether testimonies are
accurate. A person may simply be deluded, ignorant
or even ying.

Soime critics have put forward psy
explanations for religious experies

or unfulfilied desires.

Swinburne’s princi

axperiances

sven if there are some
en, the wealth of

ifar gualitias means God is at
a reasonable explanation for religious
experiences.

However, Swinburne argues that critics’ doubts
about refigious experience are often too extreme. In
all other spheres of life, individuals’ experianc’,
not as heavily questioned o
Swinburne, therefo

Freud, for example, held that relig
were a form of wish-fulfilment; 3
beings subcons siy desiringa ¢
of a chaotic natural world. Corpor
also just be the result of mass hys

The Principle 6f €
person’s experience
convincing reasons to

Some have suggested that corporate religious
experiences, where muitiple people undergo
similar, shared experiences of God together,
might be even stronger evidence for God.
Examples of corporate experience include the
Toronto Blessing in 1994,

{ess thers are
herwise.

Maore recent scientific advances h
religious expariences may have a
explanation, with biciogical fact

hunger, drugs or mental illness a

The Principle of Testimony — Peapia’s accounts of
their experiences should be accepted a5 likely to be
true unless there are reasons to suspect someone of
fying or believe they have made a mistake.




(/’,;ugustine, contrary to our intuitions, argues that e
is not a real phenomenon, but merely a privation or
an absence of good. His theodicy draws both on this
idea and on key biblical passages such as Genesis 1-3
to develop a highly theological response 1o the
problem of avil.

Augustine argues that evil arose as a result of the Fall,
an event in Genesis where the first human beings,
\\idam and Eve, disobeyed God.

This disobedience
corrupted, ceas|
passions and becor
corruption is passed
is known 35 original sin.

trorover their
. Moreovey, this
withrough generations in what

Augustine argues that all evil, both natural and moral, is
3 result of this original sin. The suffering we obsarve in
the natural world is due to the misuse of free will by
corrupted human beings and angels, choosing to do
\\jvhat is evil rather than adhering to God’s will.

N e

The clear strangth of Augustine’s frae will theodicy is
that it does preserve God's benevolence; ali evil is due
to freely chosen actions outside his control. in this
sense, it potentially does address the logical problem.

However, it also relles on unprovable events such as
the Fall, original sin or the existence of angels {te
axplain natural evil). Many who aren’t Catholics would
aspecially quastion these concepfs.

Furthermore, it is not clear how God is still not
responsible for evil. Friedrich Schisisrmacher not
that it is a togical contradiction to say that 2 k
vorid could become corrupted, as that -
arise uncaused.

Similarly, he nov
must have been
omnipotence is ¢ “as he could have chosen
to not let it occur. i the world was truly perfect, then
hurnan beings would not have freely chosen to
commit evil acts.

otherwise his

The problem of evil concerns how an omnipotent, benevolent G
the existence of suffering in the world he is believed to have cre:

A key distinction in this problem is betwean moral evil, which a
human action, and natural evil, which arises from natural pheno
solution to the problem of evil has to explain why God permits bé

e tan e ane e e e

i Augustine
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1. Philosophical Language and Thought: Ancient Philosophical Influences

The World of Appearances

The World of Forms

-
",
",
1)

e e e e,

Formal Causes

Final Causes

.
Causes that refer to the characteristics |
of an object, such as its shape or size.

R e Y
. N
Causes that refer to the purpose or telos
of an object.
.......................................................................... =
i
Causes that refer to the agents behind  §
the change of movement of an shject.
W A

an object; its materials or parts.

Causes that refer to the composition of }

2.

What exampie:»é

3. What is the higl

o
R

Difference 1.

o~

Difference 3.

e

~
P
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1. Philosophical Language and Thought: Soul, Mind ond Body

[ piate [ Aristotle

Monism

o

Reason

Substance Duslism

J

Nom e s
g

Materialism

Vsimnr e’

| STeea—

Conceivability Argument

Pi} The mind is clearly a thinking, non-extended thiy
P2} 2
P3}
Ci}

.

R

pe
&
5

indivisibility Argument
P1} All bodies are extended and indivisible.

P2}
\, s P3}
- €1}
COPYRIGHT
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2. The Existence of God: Arguments from Observation

.

. ~,
a,

rd S Mecessary
1} Al things in the world are caused by something prior ‘3 Existence
to themselves. i :
2} Nothing can also be the cause of itself, as this would §
mean it exists prior to the time it was caused. i

3}

4) infinite Regress
N B A e Principle of
o . sufficient
] ‘i Reason

1} For all things, 3 7ie for them to exist, ornotto | o

exist. :

2} %

3) é :

4} ; 1. What version of the cosmological argument is put forward by I
. j' Way?
/ A 2. What is the modern version of this argument put forward by W'

1} Things in the world behave with an unusual regularity Craig?

{a beneficial order}, even though they are not
intefligent.

2} i everything were up to chance, then non-intelligent 3. What does Russeli propose the universe may be, as 3 rebuttal i
objects would not behave in accordance with order :
and regularity.

3}
4}

COPYRIGHT
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2. The Existence of God: Arguments from Reason

Anselm wrote about the ontological argument in his
famous work .

He began by defining God as a being than

greater for God to ¢

atier. Therefors, if God s
hen

Anselm argues |
the greatest

Gaunilo challenged Ansein’s argument in a reply titled
‘On Behalf of the {Fool/Believer)’

Gaunile’s critique attempted to highlight the fallacious
reasoning in Anselm’s ontological argument by showing it
ied to {absurdflogical) conclusions.

He used the example of {an island / 3 river) to illustrate

his critique, saying that under Anselm’s logic, the greatest
concaivable {island/river) would necessarily exist, if it
were greater {0 exist {in reality / in the mind) than
reality / in the mind).

Gaunile contend
something ex
{empirical/phit
prove somethir
alone.

idence. One cannot simply
ugh {reason/imagination)

Predicats

A Priori

Essence

Fallacy
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PROTECTED




3. God and the World: Religious Experience

The nature and content of religious experiences are

ineffability beyond the abilities of hurman description.

Meetic Quality

Transience

Passivity

individual Religious Experience Corporate Religious Experience

Y
-

e e e e e e,

Conversion Experience

P

/ Principie of Credulity: We ought to
experiences, uniess there are conving

helieve otherwise.

o,
o

e PR RS AR A AR A R e,

o
.

4 Principle of Testimony: We cught t
descriptions of an experience are g
are convincing reasons 1o believe o
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3, God and the World: The Problem of Evil

ot a real phenomenon. |
mere {privation/demonstration)

is th ‘/(’m'icy draws on the Bible as evidence, particula
{Genesis/Exodus). He argues that this shows that evil
result of the (Bescent/Fall), where the first human be
and tve, {discheyed/followed) God’s wishes and ate f
of knowledge,

This caused human beings to become {corrupted/san
imperfect, with this imperfection being passed down t
generations 3s (concupiscence f original sin).

Therefore, evil exists due to a misuse of {power [ free %
human beings and cther beings such as angeis, choosi
instead of following God’s will. This means God can sti
\  considered both benevolent and omnipotent. :

3. Murder

2. FEarthguakes

3. Diseass ’

Strength 1.

4, Climate Change

5. Famine

COPYRIGHT
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Weakness 2.




Examiners will be using a general mark scheme to mark the candidate’s answer
expect for a specific answer. These can be viewed on the OCR website.

The following tables should give you an idea of which kinds of answers get awa

A Level (01}

Level Band What type of answer
This answer is excellent because:
® it answers the guestion sation
®  points are relevar C
& 14-16 | e all knowdosi erstanding shown is correct, wit

answer is clear, and specialist terminology is used co
there is a large range of references to scholarly theorie

®
®
5 11-13
®
®

&

This answer is very good because:

it answers the guestion thoroughly

points are relevant and used properly
all knowledge and understanding shown is correct, wit
the answer is clear and has used specialist terminology
there is a very good number of references to scholarly

4 8-10

® & 8 & @

This answer is good because:

it answers the guestion

points are relevant and mostly used properly
rost of the knowledge and understanding shown is cor
the answer is clear, and specialist terminology is used ¢
there is a good number of references to scholarly theoriy

®

&

3 5-7 ®

&

®

This is a satisfactory answer because:

it mostly answers the question
rnost of the points are relevant E
some correct knowledge and understanding is shown, bLE
enough detail f
the answer is guite clear, and specialist terminology is
some scholarly theories and/or works are referred to

&

®

This is a basic answer because:

the guestion is answered in a general way
some relevant points are mentioned

there is some correct but limited k
some correct but limited so.
it is limited in refe

wiedge and unde
minnlogy is used

his is a wea

® —ie® ®

by theories and/or wort

=sponse does not answer the question
t relevant content is missing

1 there is vary little knowledge and understanding of the ©
® specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned Z
® there is littie reference to scholarly theories and/or wo

0 6] Nothing worthy of credit

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 1 Religious Studies: Component 1
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A Level (A02)

Level Band What type of answer

5y

This is an excellent answer because:
e the argument is effective and insightful

o there is insightful critical analysis and evaluation

6 31-24 | ® points are clear, and positions are robustly justified
e the answer is clear, and specialist terminology is used con
e  there is a large range of references 1o scholarly theorie

and evaluation v'

Cverall, this answer is well reasoned, detailed, integrated and
This is a very good answer because; :
2  the argumentis c!ear args stcoessiul
s  the analysis are clear
® Sgeestailed and justified

5 17-20 hevquestion entirely

A6 answer is clear and has used specialist terminology cf
there is a very good number of references to scholarly t\
and evaluation
COverall, this answer is detailed, relevant, integrated and logi
This is a good answer because:

e the argument is effective and clear
¢ thereis good analysis and evaluation 5
#  points are made clearly and contain adeguate justiﬁcatic’%
4 13-36 i e  itanswers the guestion
e the answer is clear, and specialist terminology is used co
#  there is a good number of references to scholarly theo
and evaluation
Overall, this answer is detailed, with relevant material and a It
This is a satisfactory answer because: :
s the argument is mostly successful
e there is mostly successful analysis and evaluation
3 912 #  points are made with some justification but not fully
e it mainly answers the question :
e the answer is guite clear, and specialist terminology is u
s  some scholarly theories and/or works are referred to for.
Cverall, this answer is mainly relevant and has some structu
This is a basic answer because: ;
s  there is some evidence that an argument is being made
s there is some analysis and evaluation, but this is limited |
5 5 9 & points are made but without en Hustification :
° ' t 1 . COPYRIGHT
& erminology is use
® 1g scholarly theories and/or work PROTECTED

s mostly refevant with some structure.
ak answer hecause:

there is little evidence of an argument being made
there is a lack of analysis and evaluation

points are made without any or encough justification

it does not answer the question

specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned :
there is little reference to scholarly theories and/or works §
Overall, this answer tacks structure and clarity.
0 4] Nothing worthy of credit

& ® ¥ & »

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 1 Religious Studies: Component 1 Page




AS {AD1)

Band tevel What type of answer
This answer is very good because: -
e it answers the guestion thoroughly
¢ points are relevant and used properly
13~15 5 ) . .
s all knowledge and understanding shown is correct, with:
e the answer is clear and has used specialist terminology
s there is a very good number of re nces to scholarly t
This answer is good becaus
& it answers the :
10-12 4 ® W and mostly used prqperiy . 55
2 nowledge and understanding shown is corg
swer is clear, and specialist terminology is used ¢
there is a good number of references to scholarly theort
This is a satisfactory answer because: .
e it mostly answers the guestion
s most of the points are relevant :
79 3 e some correct knowledge and understanding is shown, b
enough detail
s the answer is quite clear, and specialist terminology is u
&  some scholarly theories and/or works are referred to
This is a basic answer because:
s the question is answerad in a general way
‘ . e some relevant points are mentioned
46 2 . .
#  there is some correct but limited knowledge and unders
e some correct but limited specialist terminology is used
e it is limited in referencing scholarly theories and/or wor:&:
This is @ weak answer because: .
e most of the response does not answer the guestion
) s 3ot of relevant content is missing
1-3 1 . . . .
e there is very little knowledge and understanding of the
»  specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned
e there is little reference to scholarly theories and/or woréz
0 0 Nothing worthy of cradit .

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 1 Religious Studies: Component 1 Page 3 A
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AS {AD2)

Band Level What type of answer
This is a very good answer because: \\
s the argument is clear and generally successtul
e the analysis and evaluation are clear
¢ points are clear, detailed and justified
13-15 5 & it answers the question entirely
e the answer is clear and has used specialist terminology co
& thereis a very good number of references to scholarly the
and evaluation
Overall, this answer is detailed, releva grated and logica
This is a good answer because
s the argument i
e therei : d evaluation :
® de clearly and contain adequate justification §
10-12 ' swers the question
the answer is clear, and specialist terminology is used corr
there is a good number of references to scholarly theories
evaluation ;
Overall, this answer is detailed, with relevant material and a Eog{s:;
This is a satisfactory answer because: f
¢ the argument is mostly successful
¢ there is mostly successful analysis and evaluation
79 3 & points are made with some justification but not fully
e it mainly answers the guestion :
s the answer is quite clear, and specialist terminology is used§
e some scholarly theories and/or works are referred to for a .
Overall, this answer is mainly relevant and has some structure
This is a basic answer because:
e thereis some evidence that an argument is being made
¢ there is some analysis and evaluation, but this is limited
4§ 5 ¢ points are made but without encugh justification
e it doesn’t answer the question fully
& some correct but limited specialist terminology is used
e itis limited in referencing scholarly theories and/or works f'
Cverall, this answer is mostly relevant, with some structure.
This is @ weal answer because:
e thereis little evidence of an argument being made
¢ thereis a lack of analysis and evaluation
13 y e points are made without any or enoued Hustification
+ it does not answer the qu COPYRIGHT
& specialist terminaly rafy mentioned
e thereis it} scholarly theories and/or works PROTECTED
acks structure and clarity.
0 vorthy of credit

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 1 Religious Studies: Component 1




1. Philosophical Language and Thought: Anclent Philosophical §nﬂuenc¢§

1.

World of Appearances — The material world which we encounter through o
World of the Forms — A non-material, unchanging reality separated from th
perfect versions of the objects, ideas and concepts human beings encounte;

Formal Causes — Causes that refer to the characteristics of an object, such a

iy T of the Good

A number of possible differences can be listed, including: :
i} The Prime Mover is not personally invested in the universe. it does not;é
communicate with human beings.
i} The Prime Mover has no powsr of creation, it simply attracts all thingsii
il The Prime Mover is not omniscient, nor does it possess knowledge int
Christian God. ‘

Exam-style Question ~ ‘All things in the world can be sxplaining by Aristot)
AQZ — Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
& Aristotle holds that there ars four causes which help explain the aetion
s  These causes are:
o Formal Causes — Causes that refer to the characteristics of an obje
o Material Causes — Causes that refer to the composition of an obje
o Efficient Causes — Causes that refer 1o the agents behind the chan
o  Final Causes — Causes that refer to the purpose or telos of an obje
e Aristotle’s theories about causation are derived from observation and
theories, which hold that true knowledge of the world comes from rea
s Aristotle’s ideas about final causes led to his teleological view of the w
towards a particular purpose or end.
&  Looking at the final cause for the universe caused Aristotle to posit the
perfect being responsible for the change and motion observed through

¢ Aristotle’s four causes can
comprehensive framss

»  Aristotle’s four causes provide a partial, limited or wrongful explanat
intuitive understanding of the world in some cases, but notall. Hcanb
have a final cause; theories such as evolution question whether nature
guestionable whether the universe must have an efficient or final caus
cosmological argument note that it is not always valid to infer causes
whether Aristotie’s view has been rendered obsolete by modern scien

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 1 Religious Studies: Component 1 Page 5
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6. Exam-style Question - To what extent does Plato’s analogy of the cave acg
come to knowledge of the world?
AD1 - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through
e Piato’s analogy of the cave is an allegorical stary which is intended to

views and teachings, particularly how there is an important divide bat
and the world of the Forms.
e  The central idea is that we as human beings cannot rely on or trust ou
world. Instead, we must use reason to develop true and lasting knowl
e The prisoner’s journey cut of the cave represents the philosopher co
of the world. The sun shining outside the cave represents the illumina

Good.
¢ Plato’s view is that coming 1o understand the t ure of the world
difficult endeavour that cannot be com 105t people. The ph

using one’s reason is a skill whi

A02 — Students m 5 valuation and analysis through presant

" he cave is accurate: his emphasis on reasoning de
o hsﬁ senseas do not deliver reliable information about the worl
stroggle cutside the cave reflects the difficulty of education in philose
understand the problem of universals.

s Plato’s analogy of the cave is inaccurate: his emphasis on reason is m
enguiry shows that much important knowledge is derived from the se
that empirical analysis of the natural world can help explain phenome
provide any proof of the world of the Forms. The analogy does not ind
or how human beings come to possess real knowledge of them.

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 1 Religious Studies: Component 1 Page
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1. Philosophical Language and Thought: Soul, Mind and Body

1. Plato: Reason, Appetite, Emotion
Aristotle: Vegetative Soul, Appetitive Soul, Rational Soul

2.  Dualism: The view that mind and body are two radically different kinds of
Monism: The view that there is only one kind of thing; mind and body are
Substance Dualism: The view that mind and body are two different kinds of.
Materialism: The view that there is only one kind of thing; matter, 5

3. Students might make a variety of points, including
e  Consciousness is still not a phenomenon that
e |t has peculiar properties which resi :
8 There is still a vast range :
among materialiste

f mental properties or substance.

4. Conceivability Argument
P1) The mind is clearly a thinking, non-extended thing.
P2} The body is clearly a non-thinking, extended thing.
P3) If two things have different properties, they cannot be the same substany
1} The mind and body are two different substances. :

Indivisibility Argument
Pl) All bodies are extended and divisible.
P2} The mind is non-extended and indivisible.
P3} if two things have different properties, they cannot be the same subst
€1} The mind and body are two different substances.

5. Exam-style Question — ‘It is a category error to hold that the mind is a sep,N
Biscuss.
AD1 -~ Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through di
e Substance dualism is the view that the mind is a separate substance frg

a number of arguments in favour of this view, including the argument §;
argument from indivisibility. :
e  Gilbert Ryle argues that substance dualism makes a category error in ta
two different substances. Although it is possible to linguistically expre
ontoiogically different, this does not mean the tweo ore actually differ
s Ryle uses the exampie of a tourist vnsstmg 0 wersity to illustra
all the colleges and libraries, the u end ofthear tour whe
way, one could describe 2 p acesses of the brain, and st
describes the physical description is exhaustive and

i deny that all talk of the mental is false. His pot

hental means there is a specific ‘mental substance’. T

: of two different things having separate properties is not an

ontologically distinct.

w75

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 1 Religious Studies: Component 1 Page
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AQ2 - Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presenta
= Substance dualism makes a category error: Ryle demonstrates that De,
conceivability and indivisibility are fallacious; clear and distinct ideas a f:"
proving the mind and body are two different substances. There is gaodé
materialism, supporting the case against dualism. Substance dualism, o
own set of philosophical issues including the mind—body interaction pr
¢  Substance dualism does not make a category error: Ryle does not sho
definitely not separate substances, just that Descartes’ conceivability a
not comprehensive. There are still many phenomena, such as consciou
the mind being a separate substance. Ryie’s own suggestion of behavig
arguments highiight how the mind and body have separate properties;
mind appears to have certain unique propert]

of the soul rests upon a dualistic interpretation of the mind ag
gueticned by materialistic critics.
s  Some of these ¢ritics, such as Richard Dawkins, have asked whether th ‘
as a metaphaorical concept {e.g. Soul 2}, which is used to tallkc about a pg
based upon biological aspects of their person. 5

&02 — Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presenta
=  The soul can be a meaningful metaphorical idea: Aristotle’s definition
understanding the capacities, abilities and functions of a human perso
perspective which still holds that there is some meaningful way of und
as a kind of ‘soul’. With modern biological knowledge, it may be possibi
view than Aristotle’s on what it means to be human and how human b
This view might extend to individual differences between hurman being
individual genetics and psychology, as well as a person’s own experieng
differences as emblematic of an individual’s ‘soul’, f
¢ The soul cannot be a meaningful metaphorical idea: the meaningfuin
special properties, such as its immateriality or immortality. Materialist
the abandonment of the soul concept; it has too many connotations w
impossible to accurately judge the biological or physical differences be
metaphaorical understanding of soul would be too vague and impracticg

COPYRIGHT
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2. The Existence of God: Arguments from Observation

1. 1} Al things in the world are caused by something prior to themselves.
2) Nothing can also be the cause of itself, as this would mean it exists prac
3} Aninfinitely long chain of causes is not possible.
4} There must be a first, uncaused cause; God.

1) For all things, it is possible for them to exist, or not to exist. :
2} Butifitis possible for all things to not exist, and an infinite amount of 3
would exist as this possibility is realised. A
3)  Things do exist now and continue o exist.
4}  Therefore, there must be a necessary being

not go out of ex;«%

1} Things in the world behave »
not intelligent, ;

gularity {a beneficial ord

ance, then non-intelligent objects would no

e ‘set’ ohjects do not possess intelligence, they cannot be th
4)  Their regular behaviour must be set by an outside intelligence; God.

2.  Necessary Existence: An object or being that does not depend on anything @
come into existence, or cease axisting.
Contingent Existence: An object or being that depends on something else foi
into and out of existence.
infinite Regress: A never ending chain of reasoning or explanation. :
Principle of Sufficient Reason: The philosophical idea that all things require:
existence or state.

3. Students might make the following points: ,
&  The teleological argument rests on the idea that a designer God is the b
appearance of design in the world. :
¢  However, the theory of evolution gives a convincing and evidentially SU
of design in nature. Beings come to be adapted to their environments
mutation and natural selection.
&  This means that the appearance of design is on the whole better expla
designer God, threatening the key inference made within the teleologi

4. 1} First Cause
i} Kalam cosmological argument
i} Brute Fact

COPYRIGHT
leclogical argument surmcf PROTECTED

5. Exam-sivie Question - To what
designer? =

s-:.'traté knowledge and understanding through d
gurmnent is an argument for the axistence of God bas

® Propohents of the teleclogical argument typically claim that the univerj:f:a‘
based on observation of design with certain parts {e.g. Earth, cosmos),
e  This existence of design for proponents is evidence that there must be 3
explained as being God. f

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 1 Religious Studies: Component 1 Page 9




A02 - Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presentation
e The teleclogical argument is successful in proving the existence of a d
displays properties of design such as a functional order and complexity. ¥

nature but also in key constraints upon objects, such as natural laws an

enguiry cannot reasonably or conclusively explain why these properties

is valid in the absence of other good explanations according to the prin

¢ The teleclogical argument is unsuccessful in proving the existence of
that the universe as a whole exhibits the existence of a designer; it m
etc. is simply limited to certain parts, with the universe itself as a who
design argument assumes that like effects must have like causes; we ¢
must be a designer of the universe as human beings have no experien
Scientific enquiry may eventuaily explain phen 4 such as natural
The teleclogical argument is guilty of any rpnism; the idea of

smological argument attempts to prove the existence of God b
universe, such as cause and effect or contingency.

e The first cause argument atternpts to show that the causal principle m
of the universe; God. The argument from contingency attempts to she
universe means a necessary being must exist; God.

s Hume criticises the first causal argument, pointing out that the causal
and instead is created by the mind cut of habit when observing the co
and accurrences. This means the causal principle is only grasped & posty
events beyond the realms of human experience. :

¢ Hume criticises the contingency argument by guestioning the idea of ¢
necessary being can always be conceived to not exist without contrad
necassary existence is meaningiess. Therefore, the existence of a neca
meaningful explanation for the existence of contingent things.

AQ2 —~ Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through present '
¢ Hume’s criticisms invalidate the cosmological argument: Hume's ana
that it is not & metaphysical truth, which is required for the first cause
possitility of an infinite regress supports Hume's arguments, showing
the result of a failure of imagination. The first cause of the universe m
other unknown cause. Hume's criticism of necessary existence shows
the existence of contingency objects; it calls into question whether th
This criticism is support by the argument from contingency being guilt 5
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can be derived from application of the principle of sufficient r
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2. The Existence of God: Arguments from Reason

1.  Anselm wrote about the ontological argument in his famous work Proslogio
He began by defining God as a being than which nothing greater can be con
greater for God to exist in intellectu than in re.

Anselm argues that it is the latter. Therefore, if God is the greatest conceiva
in reality.

2. Gaunilo challenged Anselm’s argument in a reply titled ‘On Behalf of the Fo
Gaunilo’s critique attempted to highlight the fallacious reasoning in Anseim:§
showing that it led to absurd conclusions. f
He used the example of an island to 4Hustrate his ¢
conceivabie island would necessarily exi ;
Gauniio contends instead that inar
One cannot simply prov

aying that, undes
ater to exist in reali
mething exists, even God
ts through reason alone, '

= following points:

gued that Gaunilo misunderstood his ontological argument,
of tr argument in Chapter 3 of the Prosiogion addressed such critigue

e Anseim held that Gaunilo did not appreciate the distinction he made b
existence. Only God possesses the former and the inability of Godto ¢
existing meant that it was only God to which his ontological argument
apply his logic to contingent objects such as islands. ‘

4. Predicate: The part of a sentence that gives information about its subject.
A Priori: Knowledge arrived at through reason alone, independently of expe
Essence: The intrinsic nature of an object, usually a combination of its prop
Fallacy: A failure of reasoning within a philosophical argument, which canr

5. Exam-style guestion — ‘if existence is not a predicale, the ontological argu
AQZ — Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
¢  The ontological argument atternpts to show that the existence of God

reason alone.,
e Anselm argued that if God is a being than which nothing greater can be§
exist in reality than in the mind, God must exist.
#  Kant, however, argued that the ontological argument only works if exist
For if one were to concelve of a maximally great being, it would not be
a being not existing. Existence of an object cannot be predicated in the:
or qualities. f

A2 - Students may demonstrate evaluation an
s if existence is not a predicate, the g
undersianding of God by«
reality, not what :
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rgument does fail: No
e exists. All existence madat:afesg
. erties a being must possess. Gaunilo’s
Srice can be praedicated of an object then anyihl

i ce is not a predicate, the ontological argument does not fail:
Proglogmn makes the important distinction between existence and ne
is & predicate, necessary existence is not. Necessary existence can be p
and validates the ontological argument. Modern formulations of the o
and Plantinga show that modal logic can demaonstrate the existence of
long as the right distinction is made between existence and necessary
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6. Exam-style question ~ Which is a stronger argument for the existence of G
or the ontological argument?
AD1 - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through df'
e The ontological argument attempts to show that the existence of God

reason alone.
®  Anseim argued that if God is a being than which nothing greater can be
exist in reality than in the mind, God must exist.
s The cosmological argument attempts to prove the existence of God bag
universe, such as cause and effect or contingency.
e The first cause argument atternpts to show that the causal principle m
cause of the universe; God. The argument from contingency attempts
the universe means a necessary being must exis

nalysis through presenta:
5 s a deductive argument, its proof ¢
vidence about design or metaphysics. The re

AQ2 — Students may demonstirate,
s Ontological argumentis
chatienged b

God’s necessary existence is properly construed, the ontological argum
existence in this world. Ontological arguments are intended to show th
light of Anselm’s goal of “faith seeking understanding’.
s Cosmological argument is stronger: The reasoning behind the ontolog;};
flawed. Existence {even necessary existence) cannot be predicated of {I
argument is invalid. Key ideas such as the causal principle are rooted m
world; there is widespread evidence for thelr truth. Necessary existencﬁ%
context of the argument from contingency, where it can be used to sh(
being in order 1o explain the existence of contingent objecis. The cosm
theists who share Anselm’s aim of Taith seeking understanding’. it sho
many of the metaphysical principles we commuonly employ throughout
principle) as well as key scientific theories {e.g. the Big Bang).
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3. God and the World: Religious Experience

1. Ineffability — The nature and content of religious experiences are beyond t
Noetic Quality — Religious experiences provide insight or knowledge into ar
human inteilect.

Transience — The experience does not last long.
Passivity — The experience makes the individual feel as if they are under the
another power or influence.

2. Students might use the following examples:
individual Religious Experience — Moses and the burning bush. individual ra\
single individual undergoes a personal, private e ' :
Corporate Religious Experience — Toro
multiple people undergo simila
Conversion Experience :

Rysti
Mysti .
spiritual

ences are where an individual has a direct awareness of the

Teaim.

3. Otto uses the term ‘numinous’ to encompass the elements of experience thi
He holds that the numinous experience has three componeants: :
Mysterium — While religious experiences reveal the nature of God, they sha
Tremendum — They reveal God as being of ultimate significance and somet
are dependent.
Fascinans — Despite one’s initial fright, one feels an attractiveness to God dl
gver which one has no control. 5

4, Principle of Credulity
e |f this principle is correct, then we should accept religious experiences
should naturally trust our senses. This also undermines psychological of
that might seek us to distrust our senses.
¢ Considering the widespread ubiquity of religious experience, this may E
coliectively used as the basis for an argurnent for the existence of God,
ubiguity may be the existence of a God who is causing it.

Principle of Testimony :
®  [f this principle is correct, then we should accept peaple’s accounts of 1
genuine. Cansidering the ubiquity of religious experience, this is impory
discount people’s accounts based on notions such as ignorance, malice:
e (onsidering the widespread ubiguity of reli ‘arience, this may :
refigious experiance may be collectiv the basis for an argum
since the best explanation may be the existence of a Go
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Rei:gndus experiences are used by theists as an argument for the existe
properties and ubiquity are bast explained by the supernatural interve

e«  However, psychological explanations undermine the credibility of this g
special properties of religious experiences are due 1o cartain neuroses
ubiguity is due to widespread natural causes of these neuroses.

¢ Examples of these neuroses can include anxiety or depression and are
such as Freud, to subconsciously lead to psychological ‘wishes’ which a
respite from these neuroses.
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A02 — Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through present

e Psychological explanations do undermine credibility: Psychologists s
expariences can be reasonably explained as wish-fulfilment, arising fr
a naturally chaotic world or as childlike impuises, Psychological explan
naturalistic explanations than the consistent interventions of a divine
explain why religious experiences decline in more knowledgeable orm
become aware of the neurases underlying their behaviour,

*  Psychological explanations do not undermine credibility: Psychologic

God did exist, we would wish for communication with him; it is entire

creator God would want human beings to experience him. Psychoingt

and/or falsifiable; they rest on the interpretation of m@ntai states, no

e R experiences are used by theists as an argument for the exist
pro®ETEes and ubiquity are best explained by the supernatural intery

#  Religious experiences come in many different forms: individual, corpo

e Some theists have argued that certain forms of religious experience, 5
better evidence of God due to the presence of joint overlapping testis
explained away.

AQ2 —~ Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through present
¢ A specific form of religious experience does provide better evidence
o Conwversion experiences show that a religious experience has had
which highlights their authenticity, especially if the experience al

better moral behaviour. :

o Mystical experiences often produce important religious insights an
Moraover, since they do not encompass aspects such as visions,
hallucinations or illusions. :

o Corporate experiences can be verified by multiple testimonies, re '
intervention, whereas individual experiences can always be argu
neuroses or neurophysiclogy. :

s Mo specific form of religious experience provides better evidence for &
possess certain unique properties that require explanation. Bifferent
simply different manifestations of the same core encounter with God.
from religious experience comes from drawing together all public accoy

just those af one kind of experience. f
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3. God and the World: The Problem of Evil

1. Benevolence, smnipotence, evil

2. This exercise is intended to get students to think about both the distinctios
evil and natural evil. Answers 3~5 may arguably be both natural evil and ny
the circumstances. f
i} Moral evil
it} Natural evil
fii}  Natural evil or moral evil
ivi Natural evil or moral evil
v Natural evil or moral evil

S pmtent:ai!y being both a naturaE ev:E anda moraE evil doub!

of evil.

4,  Augustine argues that evil is not a real phenomenaon. Instead, he contends
His theodicy draws on the Bible as evidence, particularly the book of Genes
evil arose as a result of the Fall, where the first human beings, Adam and Ev
ate from the tree of knowledge.
This caused human beings to become corrupted and imperfect, with this im
through generations as original sin.
Therefore, evil exists due to a misuse of fres will by human beings and 0the;§
evil actions instead of following God's will. This means God can still be comsé%;.
omnipotent. f

5. Students might make the following points:
Strengths A

s Augustine’s free will clearly answers the logical problem of evil, showin
choosing evil actions can be consistent with an omnipotent and benev

e Augustine’s theodicy Is consistent with key elements of Christian theoly

& Augustine’s theodicy includes an important explanation for the existent
free wiil.

Weaknesses
¢ Augustine’s theodicy relies on unprovable events su
{to explain natural evil), Many who aren’t
e ltisnot clear how God is still not res
perfect human bemgs coy!
influence from Go

sh as the Fall, origiti
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evaE through creation.
pted or imperfect with some.

od is omnipotent, he still does not eliminate e\
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6. Exam-style guestion - Critically compare Augustine’s and Hick’s theodicies &
of evil.
ADI - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
e The problem of evil concerns how an omnipotent, benevolent God can
of evil. The issue is that if God did possess these attributes, it would be
eliminate all possible evil.

¢ Augustine’s free will theodicy holds that evil arises as a result of the Fa
such as angels} are corrupted and the misuse of their free will results i
and natural evil,

s Hick's soul-making theodicy holds that the existence of evil is necessar
morally and spiritually grow. It allows human beings to freely choose w
unforgiving world, evertually growing closer tion and union w

AD2 — Students may demonstrate
e  Augustine’s theodicv iz
showing how

nalysis through presenta
Aligustine’s free will clearly answers
nd others choosing evil actions can be co
is consistent with key areas of Christian theology, &
explanation for why human beings misuse their powers of f
witi®ine logical problem as it is not clear why moral growth is a greate
created perfect, Hick’s soul-making theodicy is a more unorthodox, les
explanation of evil and so cannot be reconciled as easily with Christian
s Hick’s theodicy is stronger: Augustine’s theodicy relies on unprovable
sin or the existence of angels {to explain natural evil). Many who aren’
guestion these concepts. it is not clear how God is still not responsible
a problem with how perfect human beings could become corrupted or
existence of evil or influgnce from God. It can be asked why if God is o
eliminate evil arising from the misuse of free will. Hick’s theodicy addr
better, explaining through God’s epistemic distance why evil can often
explains why human beings do possess free will: so they can freely gro

7. Exam-style guestion ~ ‘The evidential problem of evil is a greater issue for
problem.’ Discuss.

AQ1 — Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d

s The problem of evil concerns how an omnipotent, benevolent God can

of evil. The issue is that if God did possess these attributes, it would be

eliminate all possible evil,

e The logical problem of evil holds that an omnipotent, benevolent God a

inconsistent triad. All three aspects cannot coexist without logical conts

#  The evidential problem of evil holds that the existence of evil forms an

existence of God, rendering an omnipotent, benevolant God highly im;f
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ologically inspired theodicies such as Augusting’s a '

gis. The evidential problem appeals to the actual characteristics

5 ."r;oubiing, such as its gratuitousness or purposelessness. it is harg

these problems than to the mere existence of evil itself.

e  The logical problem of evil is a greater issue: The logical problem is m
satisfactory answer is produced, it makes the existence of a benevolen
impossible. The logical problem is particularly difficult to answer in the
be easily explained by reference to free will and for which God is direc
of creation. The logical problem directly questions classical theism, wh
theists believe in.
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