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This resource covers the A Level Year 2 OCR Religious Studies specification
for Component 1A: Philosophy of Religion, and includes the following

Teacher’s Introduction

Ablways check the exam board

content: ) ) ) ) website for new information,

1.  Theological and Philosophical Developments: The Nature or Attributes including changes to the
of God specification and sample

2. Theological and Philasophical Developments: The Conflicts between assessment material.
Attributes of God

3.  Religious Language: Negative, Analogical or Symbolic: The Apophatic Way and the Cataphatic Way

4. Religious Language: Negative, Analogical or Symbolic: Religious Language as Symbol

5. Religious Language: Twentieth-century Perspectives: Logical Positivism and Language Games

6. Religious Language: Twentieth-century Perspectives: The Falsification Symposium

The resource is split into five sections as follows:

1.
2.

A4 teacher information pages.

Six A3 revision posters, between them covering the four subtopics. These are [abelled:
These posters are intended as a summary of all topic material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

Six A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Lach of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides write-on
activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 revision posters themselves,
but are also provided in a separate answer document (see section 5). These are labelled with numbers inside
white circles: { ¢

Exam-style questions, modelied on those found in the AS / A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon: %

18 A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3 subtopic
activity sheets. As revision posters, these can e used as a summary for each area, and have encugh space
for teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles

Al answer sheets. These pages provide more detailed answers to the guestions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer questions. Student-friendly, OCR-style mark schemes are also provided
for the exam-style guestions.

Ali posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As @ whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
o revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
to help the students engage with the information in a productive way.
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Examiners will be using a general mark scheme to mark the candidate’s answer, §
expect for a specific answer. These can be viewed on the OCR website.
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A Level (01}

®

Level Band What type of answer
This answer is excelient because:
8 tication
® , selected
® : " . e \}\
6 14-16 nderstanding shown is correct, wi

ates originality
e answer is clear and has, consistently and throughou
precisely
there is a large range of references to scholarly theor :

®

®

This answer is very good because:

it answers the question thoroughly
points are relevant and used properly

> 11-13 e all knowledge and understanding shown is correct, wi
® the answer is clear and has used specialist terminolo
s thereis a very good number of references to scholar!
This answer is good because: ‘
® it answers the question
e puoints are relevant and mostly used properly

4 3-10 . L
s  most of the knowledge and understanding shown is ¢
e the answer is clear, and specialist terminology is used
e  thereis a good number of references to scholarly thef?
This is a satisfactory answer because: 5
® it mostly answers the guestion
8 mast of the points are relevant 5

3 5-7 s some correct knowledge and understanding is shown,:

enough detail

s the answer is quite clear, and specialist terminology E‘
e some scholarly theories and/or works are referred to
This is a basic answer hecause: :
® the guestion is answered ina ¢

5 44 |© SOme relevant paints

¢

there is some
o}

mited knowledge and und
Firmited specialist terminology is use
in referencing scholarly theories and/or w
5 3 weak answer because:

most of the response does not answer the gquestion
a lot of relevant content is missing

e very little knowledge and understanding of the topic

® speciaiist terminology is very rarely mentioned

& there is little reference to scholarly theories and/or w
4] g Nothing worthy of credit
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A Level (A02)

Level Band What type of answer
This is an excellent answer because: -
e the argument is effective and insightful
e there is insightful critical analysis and evaluation
e points are clear, and positions are robustly justified
& 21-24 is  the answer is clear and has, consistently and througho
precisely :
s thereis alarge range of references to scholarly theoriy
and evaluation
Overall, this answer is well reasone ailed, integrated c,
This is a very good answer
e  the argument enerally successful
e the an: ‘ tuation are clear
® ciear, detailed and justified
5 Fanswers the guestion entirely :
it is clear and has used specialist terminology consiste;
there is a very good number of references {o schols
analysis and evaluation
Overali, this answer is detailed, relevant, integrated and |
This is a good answer because:
s the argument is effective and clear
e there is good analysis and evaluation
s points are made clearly and contain adeqguate justifica)
4 13-16 [ e it answers the quastion
s itis clear, and specialist terminology is used correctly
s thereis a good number of references to scholarly thes
and evaluation
Overali, this answer is detailed, with relevant material and;:s}::
This is a satisfactory answer because:
e the argument is mostly successful
e there is mostly successful analysis and evaluation
3 912 | ° points are made with some justification but not fully
' e it mainly answers the question
s itis quite clear, and specialist terminclogy is used cora;%}‘s
s some scholarly theories and/or works are referred to §
Overali, this answer is mainly relevant and has some struc
This is a basic answer because:
s there is some evidence that an argument is being mad
e there is some analysis and evaluatizn, but this is limi '
3 5.8 : ;ﬁ;gi:f;;jz;bm witho: . justification COPYRIGHT
8  s50Mec ed specialist terminology is us PROTECTED
® ‘ ‘eterencing scholarly theories and/or wo
s answer is mostly relevant with some structure.
s a weak answer because: :
e there is iitile evidence of an argument being made
e there is a lack of analysis and evaluation
1 1-4 s poinis are made without any or enough justification
e it does not answer the guestion
e specialist terminology is very rarely mentioned
e there s little reference to scholarly theories and/or Wor
Cverall, this answer lacks structure and clarity.
0 0 Nothing worthy of credit

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 1 Page




4. Theological and Philosophical Developments: The Nature or Attribu

1. Omnipolence — The attribute of being all-powerful or powerful without lim
Benevolence — The attribute of being all-loving or wholly good.
Omniscience — The attribute of being all-knowing.

Free will — The ability to perform actions of one’s own volition, free from ex

2. Timeless — The view that being eternal means being outside time, such Thdt
limitations and maintains an atemporal perspective on the world. >
Everlasting — The view that being eternal means being within time, such th
limitations and experiences the world as a past, present and future. Z

3. Descartes — Omnipotence means that
not subject to the iimits of logic
Agquinas — Omnipotence :
of ingic.

limit; God can do wii

er to do whatever is logically possil

assible differences can be listed, induding:
e Thebis cbmmonly believe that human beings possess libertarian free wi
beings have genuine power and agency over their choices and are not u
forces. This form of free will is thought to be essential in order for moral
¢ Howsever, this form of free will comes into conflict with God’s omniscig
then God arguably possesses foreknowledge of future events. if this is
human actions are predetermined and not the result of free will, A
s Moreover, this issue also draws into question God’s justness. For how
beings for their actions if their ocutcome is already determined? The co
free will therefore also calls into question God's benavolence. :

5.  Exam-style question - ‘God can self-limit his own omnigotence; therefore,
attribute.” Discuss.
ADI - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
®  Omnipotence is traditionally thought to mean that God is powerful wity
e  However, this definition gives rise to the paradox of omnipotence: if Ge

power, such as producing a stone that is too heavy for him to lift, then
®  Some thinkers have suggested that this is simply a consequence of Goo
omnipotence.
#  However, others have suggested that this is unsatisfactory, for it make
rather than essential. :

L through presenta
slogical reason wh
gs can do things that
mnipotence is with omnitemp
3 reasonable to suppase God might sel
h free beings.

i#-limit his own omnipotence: If God’s ecmnipotence is a
God shouid not be subject to the limits of fogic in the first pl
God may simply be capable of any act that is consistent with his nature
essential omnipotence; ocmnipotence may be better framed as almight

unsurpassable in power, :

AQ2 - Students may demonstrate evaluation and a

s God can self-limit his own omnipotence: T
gmnipotence, in the same manne
shows that the issue in th
with temporal om i
creats ;

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 1 Page 3
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6. Exam-style guestion - Has any thinker given a satisfactory solution to the

AQ% - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d

s Omnipotence is traditionally thought to mean that God Is powerful wit

However, this definition gives rise to the paradox of omnipotence: if G

power, such as producing a stone that is too heavy for him to lift, then

¢ Various solutions have been given to the paradox; some focus on rastr
omnipotence while others look at how God might be able to self-limit

omnipotence should be redefined altogether. '

AD2 — Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presentay
®  There is a satisfactory solution: It is logically possible for God to self-lin
is no paradox; omnipotence means being abl nything that is lo
ommnipotence should be replaced with msuch as ‘almightin
unsurpassable powesr, not pow ation; God is not subject:
s There is not 2 satis : God requires essential omnipotenf%
s reating a stone too heavy to lift is logically p
nce is not solving the paradox but admitting itisir
ot logic, then logic iiself has no meaning.

4. Theological and Philosophical Developments: The Conflicts betwee

1. 1} Immutability
ii) Deism
iii} Transcendent
ivi Eternality

2.  Simple necessity: States of affairs that occur due to the nature of the thingsf
Conditional necessity: States of affairs that are due to the powers of an ageﬁs}:
agent’s choice, not because of their nature or a general law. 5

3. Boethius argues that God’s knowledge of human choices involves condition
This means it does not encompass any restrictions on future events. God’s
necessity of human actions in his present moment of ebservation. The anly
entails is that if an event occurs, it will necessarily cccur,

4. i} Anselm proposes that time is a fourth dimension on top of a three»dimf’
beings are subject to the restrictions from being within this temporal di

ii} Al these dimensions are contained within God, although God is not wi

is both transcendent and immanent and how G ceives everything:

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

5. Exam-style question — To what extent
between omniscience and f
AT ~ Students may o

-dimensionalism sug

wiedge and understanding through d
are four dimensions: three physical and one 1
5 are contained within these four dimensions and 50 are s

restilins. :
e God is not contained within these four dimensions and so observes theé
present.
e This means that God’s knowledge is only of the present, not of the pas
entail divine foreknowledge of events. All events involving free agents 3
only to conditional necessity. '

LR

Answers — Topic on a Page for OCR A Level Year 2 Religious Studies: Component 1 Page 4




AD2 - Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presenta

e Anselm is successful: Anselm successfully shows how God only has kng
being in an atemporal present; Boethius” distinction between simple a
demonstrates how knowledge does not impaose constraints on free age
matches our intuitive understanding of time and space; it is reasonall
time would perceive time differently.

s Anselm is not successful: Anselm’s God does not match the interventi
God becomes a mere passive observer of events; omniscience shouid r
future events otherwise God cannot be said to be all-knowing; it is imp
what a God ocutside time would observe as gur own knowledge of time
four-dimensionalism is mere speculation about God rather than a cohe

6. Exam-style guestion — is divine self-limitati
AQI — Students may demonstrate
e  There is typically th :
knowledge of

@ O 20 R

concept when {a
nderstanding through d
hflict between omniscience and fre
ure means that the cutcome of future ev
on is that God’s knowledge of the future is limited,
fluture svents.

e Sucia solution is consistent with the idea of omniscience so long as it

own omniscience, not any external farce.

AQ2 - Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presenta
s Divine self-limitation is coherent: What is problematic, as Swinburne s
future in the face of free agents, yet it is reasonable to suppose that u
God would self-limit his own omnipotence — such a view is scripturaily
does not imply that God could not know the future, just that God choo
limitation is coherent with an everlasting God, not a timeless one; it is
suggesting God has the universal power to restrict aspects of himself.
s Divine seif-limitation is not coherent: God is timeless, not everlasting,
contained in time is nonsensical; it is difficult to understand meaningft
being could change himself while still remaining omniscient; Anselm a
omniscience does not entail divine foreknowledge of events — there is 3
Swinburne’s ideas about self-limitation deviate too much from the Gog
simply reinvents God to fix conflicts between divine attributes. :

5. Religious Language: The Apophatic Way and the Cataphatic Way

1. The apophatic way — It is possible 1o talk meaningfully about God by descri

wards, by using negative language.
The cataphatic way — It is possible to talk me alout God through o COPYRIGHT
f PROTECTED

positive language.

2. i} Viapositiva
i) PogepliaDi
it} A

3. Brian Davies argues that eliminating properties can never reveal whether an
same thing. In the case of Maimonides’ ship, even if every possible negativé§
a ship was, it would be impossible to tell whether two individuals discussingé
since there is no positive external reference both individuals could point to ;
alone is not suitable for talking about God; it does not allow coherent, consi
between different parties. :
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4. Cognitive — Propositions that can be evaluated as true or false
Non-cognitive — Propositions that cannot be evaluated as true or false
Equivocal — Propositions that have more than one potential meaning
Univocal - Propasitions that have only one unambiguous meaning

5.  Exam-style question ~ is Aquinas correct in arguing thai the cataphatic wa
God? :
AD1 - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through da
=  The cataphatic way holds that it s possible to talk meaningfully about

language.
s However, there is the issue that God is a very different being from hurr
whether language used to describe a finite w itable for an infi
e Aguinas holds that one has to use anal se, which is capabl
elements of the finite world w ng the limitations of hu

& evaluation and analysis through presenta

sa of analogical language, especially with analogie;

nality, can descrive God while acknowledging the ways that h
striv®y a good balance between univocal and equivocal language; the ¢
describe any being, while the apophatic way can only be checks and ba
is reasonable to assume there is some base similarity between God an
analogies warranted.

e Aguinas is incorrect: it is faliacious to assume that God and human bei
analogies of proportionality and attribution are meaningful; the cataph
anthropomorphising God; using proportionality results in a significant
way to make the cataphatic way meaningful; analogical statements stil
language, meaning they aren’t meaningfully proportional.

AD2 - Studente m-
e A s

6. Exam-stiyle guestion — The cataphatic way is required to make sense of th
AD1 -~ Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d

e  The cataphatic way holds that it is possible to talk meaningfully about
language.

®  The apophatic way holds that it is possible to talk meaningfully about G
language.

s  Critics have often argued, however, that the apophatic way struggles by
nature or being of God. Either it relies upon positive descriptions of ter

engaged in religious discourse or it becomes impossible to tell whether:

God through negative language are in fact arriving at the same ideas. :

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

generate solid ideas throu
understanding of =
¢ Th phati

not require the cataphatic way: The apophat
$'of human language — it is not intended 1o use pre-ex
akdes shows through the example of a shop how the apophatic
comprehension of a concept; religions such as Buddhism use the apop

about nirvana. Z
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5. Religious Language: Symbolic Language

1. Symbolic language atiempts to describe God primarily through representa
stand in for a particular concept and peint towards a deeper meaning.
Symbols are not the same as signs, as they can contain a variety of meaning;
participation by those engaging with them. :
Symbolic language is often thought 1o be non-cognitive, as symbols do no
inforration and instead rely on the subjective interpretation of those parti 5

2. There are many possible examples. An gbvious one is the flag of a country
Aithough it primariﬁy repr@sen'ts ‘the couniries within th

mistepresenting God as just another bemg like those found in the worig;
iy Symbols are the best way of capturing key existential insights at the heg

S

4.  Students might draw following examplas:
Cutdated: Christian symbols such as the chi-rho, which, while actively used;z%:«:
commonly used symbol among Christian populations today.
Distorted: The swastika; while it is a Hindu spiritual symbol, it was used by 1
problematic associations for Europeans today.

s

5. Exam-siyie guestion — ‘Symbolic language is too subjective for developing
God.” Discuss. :
AQ3 - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through
¢ Symboliclanguage is a non-cognitive approach to religious language pu
s Tillich holds that symbolic language is capable of developing meaningﬂ%ﬁ

symbols not only stand in for g particular concept but point towards des
participant can engage with. ;
e Tillich holds that it is this facet of symbolic language that allows it 1o ca\
the heart of the Christian faith.
»  Tillich puts forward that all religious language is by its nature symbolic.:
truth-evaluable claims but to evoke greater meanings and ideas for p

COPYRIGHT
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them stability in meaning; symbols are capable of ca
faith that are inaccessible via conventional language; the cul
inform participants; dynamic change is necessary for symbols, which
without this, symbolic language could not capture new ideas or beliefs.
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6. Exam-style guestion - Does symbolic language accurately capture the way
AQ% - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
®  Symbolic language is a non-cognitive approach to religious language pu
s Tillich holds that symbolic language is capable of developing meaningftﬁ%

syrbals not only stand in for 3 particular concept but point towards de
participant can engage with.
e Tillich holds that it is this facet of symbolic language that allows it to caé
the heart of the Christian faith.
»  Tillich puts forward that all religious language is by its nature symbolic.;
truth-evaluable claims but to evoke greater meanings and ideas for pany

AQ?2 — Students may demonstrate evaluation and
s Symbolic language does capiure thel
key questions about the nal
symbols are capabl ‘
language; reli

rhrough presanta

istn is concerned not:
f iife, for which symbolic
uswards deeper religious meanings tha
e regularly makes use of symbols when talk
cross, have persisted throughout the history of C
anguage does not capture theistic talk: The Christian faith ny
esp&ially in Scripture, which cannot be captured symbolically; symboli
everyday use; symbolic language cannot convey information effectivel
cognitive statements are necessary to ground theistic talk; symbols carf
to capture key religious ideas.

5. Religious Language: Logical Positivism and Language Games

1.  Synthetic - Statements that are contingent and known a posteriori.
Analytic — Statements that are necessary and known a priori.
Empiricism — A philosophical theory that holds all knowledge is based on ev
Tautology — A statement that is true by definition or by virtue of the meani

2. Strong verification — Meaningful statements are those which can be verifie
being practically confirmed through sense experience.
Weak verification — Meaningful statements are those which can be verified
being theoretically confirmed through sense experience.

3. Students might include a number of examples. Wittgenstein held that form
forms of language through interaction between people engaged in shared g
are called language games, and each language game has certain criteria of ¢
terms and statements can be meaningfully construc d used within thay
example of builders on a building site. Other ey be sports, videaé COPYRIGHT

groups and hobbies. PROTECTED

religious claims to be verified eschatologically {as Hick notes).

5.  Exam-style guestion — ‘Non-cognitive approaches to religious language arﬁ*ﬁfﬁ
approaches.” Discuss,
AQL ~ Students may demonsirate knowledge and understanding through d
e  (Cognitive approaches to religious language are those which focus on it A
¢  Non-cognitive approaches to religious are those which focus on it as my
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¢  Cognitive approaches are embodied by Aguinas, who held that God co
analogical language. v

e Non-cognitive approaches are embaodied by Tillich, who held that God
Instead, symbolic language had o be employed which relies upon the
person engaging with a symbaol.

&  Cognitive approaches face criticism from the logical positivists, who hob
one which can be verified analytically or through sense experience, E

AQ2 — Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presentaz
¢ Non-cognitive approaches are more successful: Wittgenstein’s concep
religious statements gain their meaning from internal criteria of cohereg
verification; Tillich’s symbolic language show: igipus statement
meanings through subjective participati gnitive approaches ¢
language better than cogniii avoid anthropomaorphi
s {ognitive approach : 3 cessful: Theism does make distinct
require a cogr aoh; Aguinas’ proposals about analogical lang
- about God while avoiding inaccuracies or anthror
w truth-evaluable claims can move beyond ordinary descriptis
posivism are ineffective as the verification principle does not work in

6. Exam-style guestion — is verification a valld test of meaning for religious p 5’
A% - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d

s The verification principlie is a test of cognitive meaning proposed by thg

2 |t holds that a meaningful statement is one that can be verified analyti
sense experience.

»  Some thinkers, such as Ayer, have distinguished between the strong ve:
verification principle. The former holds that verification in practice is re;

only verification in theory is reguired. Z

AQ?2 - Students may demonstrate evaluation and analysis through presenta

e Verification is a valid test of meaning: The verification principle captu
statements we hold to be meaningful; the principle devises important
external world; the principle is correct in holding that sense experienc
which we arrive at knowledge; Ayer’s weak verification principle solve
strong version.

¢ Verification is not a valid test of meaning: The verification principle is
capture many important statements we’d consider to be intuitively me
the anly way human beings come to knowledge of the world; Ayer's w
too permissive and allows for eschatological verification; meaning is de
such as the criterion of coherency found in language games. Z

COPYRIGHT
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5. Religious Language: The Falsification Symposium

1. Flew's parable details the experiences of two different individuals; the belie
On chserving a patch of land, the first individual claims it is tended by a gar
not. As they continue 1o ohserve the patch of land, no one turns up to tend
The first individual then malkes excuses and gualifications to his original clai
tending the land is invisible and is maintaining it in secret. The second indiv
Flew holds the first individual is equivalent to the theist, who professes beli
evidence that falsifies his existence, while the second is equivalent to the ai

2. i} KarlPopper
iy Qualifications
iiiy The falsification symposium

t examples — an obwvious one is the Z
omnipotent God SO it appear° the ceexiste

3.  Students may offer a nu
proposes there i

dmmpotent God would not ehmmate evil and instead wouid al

henevoitit
4. R M Hare: The parable of a concerned student who is convinced that all uni
them, no matter how much evidence is presented to them by their friends
Fven this evidence is taken to be surreptitious attempts by the dons to every
Basil Mitchell: The parable of a resistance fighter who one day encounters
This stranger convinces the resistance fighter in 3 strong way that they are
an, the resistance fighter has the utmost trust in the stranger. Thus, even wi
fighter that the stranger is colluding with the eneny, this trust means the flg\g
the stranger.

5.  Exam-style guestion — Which of the thinkers within the falsification sympc:i
convinging account of religious belief? g
AQ% - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d
s  The falsification symposium is a series of papers focused on Flew’s beli

of meaning which highlights the flaws in religious language and belief. .
¢  Flew holds that theists do not make faisifisble claims and their claims
&  Hare holds that falsifiability is not a valid test of meaning as evidence f

person’s blik, not an impartial assessment of experiences.
¢  Mitchell holds that religious claims are faisifiable but that the theist, thg
faith, does not abandon them in the face of conflicting evidence. :

COPYRIGHT
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ce of L,ontrad:c,tory evsdence« :

s H ument is most convincing: Evidence for beliefs is always filte,
Hare rightly identifies as & kind of blik; Hare’s parable is the most convig

it is possible to distinguish between sane and insane bliks; falsifiability §

as it is not possiile to impartially assess evidence for religious beliefs.

s Mitchell’s argument is most convincing: There is a middle ground of re
identified, for even sclentists often don’t initially give up theorles in th
refigious claims are stiil falsifiable, but falsifiability is not the utmost tes

is the most convincing account of religious belief.
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6. Exam-style question — ‘Falsifiability Is not a valid test of meaning.” Discuss.
AQ% - Students may demonstrate knowledge and understanding through d

s The falsification symposium is 3 series of papers focused on Flew’s beli

of meaning which highlights the flaws in religious language and belief,

e Flew holds that theists do not make faisifiable claims and these fail to b

&  However, other critics hold that falsification alone is not a valid test of

s Hare holds that falsifiability is not a valid test of meaning as evidence f¢
person’s blik, not an impartial assessment of experiences.

¢  Mitchell holds that religious claims are faisifiable but that the theist, thy
faith, does not abandon them in the face of conflicting evidence.

R

AQ2 — Students may demonsirate evaluation and
e  Falsifiability is a valid test of meani
if we cannot prove something
offer qualifications :

tatements are alway
S is difficult to think it is me
3 proposals, such as in the problem o
cut God in the face of contradictory evide
f religious belief and themselves are qualifications:
to Flew don't address the primary problem of how religious
acchmmodate conflicting evidence.
»  Falsifiability is not a valid test of meaning: There is a middle ground of:
identified, for even scientists often don’t initially give up theories in the
refigious claims are still falsifiable, but falsifiability is not the utmost te
non-cognitive sg their meaning is not determined by whether they are
statements can be given criteria of falsifiability.
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