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Teacher’s Introduction

This course companion is written for the AS and A Level Year 1 Eduqas Religious Studies specification (B120/A120)
for Component 1A: Christianity and is designed to offer students a comprehensive introduction to the material
within that academic course. The sections and topics therefore mirror Eduqas’s specification headings, and every
care has been taken to not only help students to understand the key concepts and ideas within the course, but
also sharpen their critical thinking skills.

Alongside the main bulk of the writing, there are also a number of other features to help students with their
learning and revision. Self-guided and group activities are included throughout the writing to better engage
students with the material, and we have also provided glossaries, textual references and information on key
thinkers where appropriate. The glossaries cover key terms as singled out by the Eduqas specification for each
section of the guide. Other terms are highlighted in bold font throughout the text to draw attention to important
aspects of the section.

We hope that you enjoy working through this resource and that it benefits both you and your students
throughout the academic year.

Please note: This Year 1 Course Companion has been written to both suit students and teachers undertaking just
the AS Year 1 course and those undertaking the full A Level Year 1 and 2 course. Across the two study options,
some of the themes have been structured/named a little differently by the Edugas specification. The table below
demonstrates which themes are covered in this resource and how they differ across the two study options,
highlighted in grey:

AS / A Level Eduqas Year 1 Component 1A: Christianity
Theme 1: Religious figures and sacred texts
A: Jesus — his birth
B: Jesus — his resurrection
C: The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority in daily life

Theme 2: Religious concepts

A: Nature of God

B: Trinity

C: Atonement

Theme 3* "Slevel / Theme 2* "Alevel: Religious Life
A* "ASlevel ik FAlevel. Loith and works

B* *Aslevel ypx *Alevel. community of believers
C* "ASlevelfrx *Alevel. oy moral principles
Theme 4: Religious practices

A: Baptism

B: Eucharist

C: Festivals

To purchase the A Level Edugas Year 2 Course Companion for Christianity, please visit zzed.uk/10656.

October 2020
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Birth Narrative

Demythnlugisati‘un .

i I5§/ed by Rudolf Bultmarir !
k€ Bible from its ethical and theologics!

:A Christian concept found in Genesis which hoids
order to rule over the natural world and use it ho

A critical method of biblical study which looks t¢ :
the text in focus.

Existentialism

A field of philosophy that primarily looks at issues s

General Judgement

The judgement of all humanity that will occur ot
to Earth.

Harmanisation

The process of combining one or more texts ir & it

Historical Jesus

A term referring to the ‘real’ lesus behind histe:is
attempt to reconstruct with a variety of
methods.

Histaricity

A term referring ?

Incarnation

‘Refers to something that can never be wrong oy i5 i

A theological model which holds that Jesus at tirnzs ¢
emptied’ himself of his divine nature.

A Greek term meaning ‘proclamation’, generaliy

Kerygma Christian Gospel.
Particular The individual judgement by God that a persor ur
Judgement
An Old Testament book that contains a variety ¢f
Psalms

around the praise of God.

Redaction Criticism

A critical method of biblical study which loo
shaped their text according to their %

Sacred Tradition

The idea that both Scri
revelation of Ch

Sola Scriptura

e” and is a Christian doctrin:
sovity in faith and ethical practice.

Thiweligious belief that Mary, the mother of lesus, w

'conception and birth.
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THEME 2: RELIGIOUS

Anathema

A formal denouncement by the Pop
excommunicate an individual

Anthropomorphism

dto indicate an irresolvable intarns

A model of atonement that focuses on how Chrizi’s ¢
forces of evil in the world.

The view that the Holy Spirit proceeds from bath ih:e
just the Father.

Eqalitarian A person or concept which supports the idea that i
Fili A controversial clause or belief in the double proce
ihogue Father and the Son.

Immutability The quality of being impervious to change or i

Impassibility The quality of not being able to experie

Moral Exemplar

Panentheism

A cnristian concept used to describe the ‘mutu i
of the three persons of the Trinity.

A theological term used to refer to philosophers o+ i
that are thought to fundamentally alter or changs
thought.

Radical Feminist
Thealogy

Within theology, radical feminism is a field that =
of gender equality within Christianity or argues ik
religious belief are required to dismantle patriarchai
faith and Church.

Reconstructionist
Feminist Thealogy

A field of feminism that argues that granting womiss ¢
sufficient to erase patriarchal elements of religioy
dismantle and reconstruct the patriarchal structu
enable permanent change and true gender ‘

Substitution

A model of atonement that focuses.;;
debt of honour or sin to God.

Theasis

A concept used
being

row closer to union wit
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«={p THEME 3 (AS) / THEME

RELIGIOUS LIEE

Agape

A Greek term refe conditions:

Antilegomena

henticity, value and importance av

The view that morality does not require peopis o ¢

w iatic Worship

Worship which involves dynamic activities such as i
shouting.

Canscience

A person’s inner sense of what is right and wrons.

Council of Trent

The 19™ ecumenical council of the Catholic Church
growing Reformation.

Covenantal Nomism

E P Sanders’ view that justification comes through: ir:
maintained by following the law of that covenani.

Great Commission

The instruction that Jesus gives at the end of th
and spread the teachings of his mini

Indulgences

Justification

~Re

ion in the Christian faith.

rs to the form that worship takes in a Christiar
the routine customs performed during this worshis,

The organised efforts that Christians undertaks <

Texts that were not written by the author to whuo o

Pseudepigrapha Traditionally used to refer to pseudonymous e
within 200 years of the death of Christ.
Sacrament A ritual or ceremony which is thought to demanst
Sola Fide The view that justification comes through faith aicrn.

Sola Scriptura

A theological doctrine held by some Prot-
Christian Scripture is the sole at
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«£p  THEME 4: RELIGIOUS PRA

SHAPE RELIGIOUS ID

Advent

Anabaptism

cond’ baptisms on those who had bees: b

ptisin that is performed on adults and often inveives
age group.

A Christian festival which celebrates the birth and in

- . The act of making something sacred or holy, typicaily i
Consecration h 8 8 v, Bypieasy i
change.
[: |:I tantiati The belief that at the moment of consecration, ths i
ansubstamtiauon alongside the bread and wine in the Eucharist.
Fast The festival period when Christians celebrate the pass
aster of Jesus.
The holiday succeeding Christmas when Westerrn: Ch
Epiphany Three Wise Men, and Eastern Christians celebrate :}-
the Baptist. .
. The Christian service and sacram
Eucharist

Infant Baptism

« ceding Easter when Christians typicaily i
stifience in preparation for Easter celebrations.

The belief that there is no change in substance at th

the bread and wine used in the Eucharist only symis

‘v'.mNativity Fast

The period preceding Christmas when Eastern Chrisi
abstinence in preparation for Christmas.

Open Communiaon

The stance of some Christian denominations that ths £
anyone who wishes to partake in it and not restricis
or are members of the local church.

Original Sin

The Christian doctrine that all people are born with

Sacrament

A ritual that is thought to impart divine grace and r&
in the world.

Second Coming

The Fall

Transfinalisation

the bread and wine 14

. G-gh there is no change in actual subs
nsecration, Christ’s body and blood are nonethais
change in the underlying reality of the bread and wi:

The belief that the bread and wine used in the Fuc
body and blood of Christ at the moment of consecr
same.
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THEME 1. RELIGIOUS FIGURES

What you will learn in this section:
A. The theology and historical study of the birth narra’

e whether the birth narrativ s ély harmonised intg @ sing
e  how the birthn iwodern Christian theology
B. The theology '
am th

108
ot . . o ,
ise of the Bible as a source of wisdom and authority in every Chrisiia:

e how the Bible is considered to be authoritative by Christians
e the various ways in which it can be a source of moral advice, a guisds i
and purpose of life, and a source of comfort and encouragement.

Starter Activity:
Before starting this section, read through both the birth narratives in the &
1:26-2:40). What differences can you spot between the narratives, and wt
exist? Note down your thoughts and compare them to what you learn irn 5

Name Rudolf Bultmann

Born 1884
Died 1976
Key text Hi

s‘one of the most influential biblical schicizrs o
ty, pioneering not only form criticism but an exist:
theology that sought to demythologise Scripture an dr
Bultmann was famous in arguing it was the ‘thatness’, 1
mattered when studying the Gospels. In other words, aii i
existed, not what happened throughout his life!

Key Thinker

Name N T Wright

Born 1948

Died N/A

Key text The Resurrection of the Son of God (2003)

Why are they N T Wright is a deeply important contemporary th

important? historical matters surrounding the Bible, as,
Wright is quite critical of many figur '

Did you know? | and theological basis, litera! S
of the dead in Chrisiia. #h
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Introduction - How Should We Analyse Religious Texts?

Whether or not you are a Christian yourself, the Bible is a daunting text
to read. Should you begin right at the start at Genesis or at the
beginning of the New Testament? Do you really need to read
random and seemingly dated laws in Leviticus? Well, if y
looking for a comprehensive overview of five ce; ‘
thought, then yes. But for the most
disparate writings that referen,
them is not a simple

us influences may have spurred its
vents in a certain context or manner. In fact, whes

However, before we delve into this subject, we should also consider hows ¢
they contain a wide array of stories, the Gospels are not exactly designed to
recount the life, ministry and death of Jesus, the son of God for traditionat £
straightforward biography. Their purpose is as much to offer theological insi
the events of lesus’ life — but then they are also not just a theological disca
to provide moral guidance for believers in Jesus’ message and help them: n
classification of the Gospels may be simply the rough English translation of *;
purposes, and each Gospel writer in turn wishes to impart their own persg

So how can we look to analyse and criticise the Bible, conside

Nevertheless, the most important method we will look at in the next sectic:
how the Gospels (or any other biblical text) were potentially assembled by
and traditions they drew upon when writing. This might seem strange initiail
the Bible is the Word of God? This is true to a certain extent, but biblical s¢k:
with the orthodox theology that is derived from the Bible. Their main airr i
meaning of the text, or what is commonly known as exegesis. This process ¢
lead to tensions or conflicts between modern Christian teaching and the fin
their main role as historians, biblical scholars ultimately want to find out %

What did the authors intend to say? Why did they include certai /

B|b |cal scholars therefore have long puzzled over numerous issues of histgyi
narratives. Although many hold that it is likely there is little historical truth

&3
i
ot
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accounts, they are still important to study to find out the intentions of thass
their Gospels frames the rest of the teachings within.

The Birth Narrative in Matthew

If you didn’t complete the starter activity at the beglnnln
the first thing to do is read Matthew 1:18-2: 23 /
birth narrative. Matthew recounts quite
beginning looks at Mary’s encou”
surrounding her surprise A
and his fears aho

Matthew’s narrative encompasses many of the traditional features of
the birth narrative you have probably encountered before. The wise
men are guided by a star to the location of Jesus’ birth, where they
offer gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. However, there are few import
the underlying complexity of these passages. The first is that the number th:
wise men; this is simply assumed due to the giving of three gifts. In fact, som
12! Furthermore, the more accurate translation is ‘Magi’. Although this cay i
Christian tradition this is often thought to imply ‘wise kings’, since pass=
bringing ‘gold and frankincense’. Finally, only the Gospel of M
Luke contains no mention of them, and this causes issue,
accounts. -

So just from analysing the wico»

of such prophets (there is still great discussion about this theme!). What is u
note the heavily Jewish flavour of Matthew’s birth narrative. He wishes to
connected to, and is even the culmination of, a wide array of Jewish traditicns =

The second important insight is the weight placed upon the virgin birth in &
pains to emphasise how Jesus was conceived from the Holy Spirit and Mary,
prove vital later when we analyse how the birth narratives have informed CF
lays out the idea that Jesus had divine origins; he was not simply a humar: ¢ COPYRIGHT
Spirit later in life, but from birth was set apart as the result of God’s i=*¢ ' PROTECTED

might come to the conclusion th i 1 0 | |9
Jesus’ birth. It is not just Jev.:
ag

Education
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The Birth Narrative in Luke

Luke’s account of Jesus’ birth and infancy is considerably longer than Matths
contains a number of events not present in his counterpart’s narrative. W
the concept of the virgin birth, with an angel also visiting Mary in Lt
includes details about her relative Elizabeth, who also mi
turns out to be John the Baptist. Similarly, Mary he:zalf -

The second part of Luke’s birth -

As can be easily noted, Luke attaches the same importance to Jesus as the fi:
does. In Zechariah’s song in Luke 1:67-80, Jesus is identified as a figure conti
David. However, the prophecies and revelations in Luke also at first appea
lesus’ future plays a much greater role in these prophecies, with plenty of ar
Jesus will bring light to the world.

Furthermore, there is a direct reference to lesus’ significance being impori:
population), whereas Matthew is very much focused on Jewish traditio
this is evidence for some biblical scholars that Luke was writin
containing Greco-Roman elements.

However, we can go a bit further th

_and’in the next sectin

questions that may be answered through employing this method. These in

o  Why are there differences in narrative, style and content between tha

* What was the purpose of the author in writing the Gospel?

*  Who were the Gospels addressed to? Was there a single audience or we
multiple audiences?

e Was there a single author behind the Gospel, or does it reflect a comrmi

o What cultural climate or context were the Gospels written in, and how

e Was historical accuracy a concern of the Gospel authors, or were they
message? :

These are all broad and difficult questions to answer. If Vi
realise that very few biblical scholars agree 5
conflicting views have been put forwa

~5¢d as evidence for a particular argument, when the author
ilin the first placeI

own ends, when they might have believed them to be historically accurziz.
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e Authors might have included details to simply round out a narrative, not
importance. Scholars might, therefore, place too much emphasis on his §

e Scholars may assume the author was trying to convey a theme with a
fact trying to convey. Since we are not privy to the ways people
modern thinking in inappropriate ways to historical texts.

history by his direct connection to God before he was even born. As such, i
established before the key events of his life.

‘She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will s i3
(Matthew 1:21 NRSV)

‘He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there wii
be holy; he will be called Son of God.” (Luke 1:7:}

and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel” {#ig¥

‘Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young womgin
shall name him Immanuel.’ (Isaiah 7:14 ¥

We also noted in the prior section the allusions to Jesus as potentially being =
lineage of Mosaic prophets, yet there are even greater indications that Mati!
lewishness of Jesus, potentially to a broadly lewish audience. A key part of
infants in Bethlehem by King Herad. This sets the stage for lesus’ exile and
many scholars have cast doubt on the historicity of this event. It is not ;-
including that of the famous Jewish historian Josephus, which
the likely impact it would have had on the Jewish popule

However, it is possible that Matthe
suggested that this event refe;;
rescuing them. This

=" bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, t4:
the Lord.’(Jeremiah 31:31-32 NRSV}

Course Companion for AS / A Level Year 1 Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 10 o

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

a9

Education




Either way, there is much to suggest in Matthew’s birth narrative (and in tha
preoccupied with demonstrating how Jesus slotted into Jewish tradition and
suggestion either. Jesus himself was a Jew, and it is likely most of his early fei
after his death when Matthew was written, most of Jesus’ followers ar>
and so have been concerned with how he, as the Messiah, rela

‘Where is the child who bz,

ote more details in his infarn
. y, in Luke 2 it is directly references!
n important role to play for all religious ingii:

eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Isragi.

Here, the inclusion of Gentiles is particularly telling. Many Jewish people wi
lewish Messiah would have to appeal to those outside their faith. In fact, =
of the first century would have been expecting a wholly political Messiah, w
Roman occupation and governance.

Another example of this can be found in Luke’s inclusion of shepherds raths:
Jesus’ birth. Luke is generally viewed as a more political account of Jesus’ i
rather than religious leaders is potentially telling of Luke’s focus. The birt
marks the culmination of an important lineage of enlightened indiv
typically neglected by religious tradition. The Jesus in Lu
universal importance, who will bring salvation f :

Can the Birth Narratives be Har
Whether or not comhir

On the surface, it might be argued there are certain core similarities that ars ¢
Matthew both describe angels visiting either Mary (Luke) or Joseph (Matthew
Messiah and the virgin birth. They also agree on the location of Jesus’ birtks, s
as it goes when it comes to similarities between the two narratives. Whethg
shepherds in Luke, the differences far outweigh any common features. In fdat
loseph all travel due to the actions of King Herod, whereas in Luke it is due 1
for a census. In fact, Matthew implies that the family lived in Bethlehem, than
Gospel they live in Nazareth, travel to Bethlehem, then go back to Nazareth. : COPYRIGHT
Luke’s birth narrative is dedicated to explaining the importance of Maz.”v: : PROTECTED

Education

How would you harmonise the birth narratives? Write down your own sy
Luke. What would you leave out (if anything), and why?

Course Companion for AS / A Level Year 1 Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 11 i



Are the Birth Narratives Credible?
Many Christians naturally hold that the birth narratives are credible. Even i

aurafe, or, at best, reflectt
set of events. In order to engs:
it is necessary to first cast theologicatl

ipture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reprocs, i o
righteousness’ (2 Timothy 3:16 NRSV}

In fact, the large number of differences between the two accounts is signific:
they are not credible as accurate, historical reports of Jesus’ birth. At the ve:
structure of the family’s travels to be similar, along with their reasons for trz
place.

Moreover, we are not just limited by mere comparisons of the texts. Thers iz
evidence for the credibility of either Matthew’s or Luke’s account. In the ¢as
Matthew’s description of a massacre by King Herod does not appear in
being most notable in Josephus’ writings, which do cover vital

biographers of King Herod are disinclined to believe the

v apart). Therefore, either Luke’s understanding of the date of Jesus
shoehorns in the census as a justification for Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. Wt
referring to a different census, most scholars believe that this is unlikely to b
number of records kept about these kinds of political activity.

The fact that even these core aspects of the narratives lack historicity aiso
other parts. Was there actually a Star of Bethlehem which guided the wise
suggested it was a planetary conjunction or a supernava, but there is ng con

either of these having occurred around the time of Jesus’ birth, especialiw COPYRIGHT
' ' PROTECTED

i

88
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Discussian Activity:
Do you believe the birth narratives are credible or contain any historicai fagis?

The Birth Narratives and Christian Theology

We've explored how the birth narratives, at their core, r
Messiah and/or Son of God. However, thro :
viewed as important in supporting th

God and human at the same *. -

Why i< this

‘[Mary] was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit... “the child conceiv
(Matthew 1:18, 20 NRSV)

‘Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” The ange
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefors
be called Son of God.” (Luke 1:34-35 ¥

As seen above, Matthew believes that Jesus fulfils a prophecy —to be Emim
believes that God intended to come to Earth as a human.

However, we also have to be a little careful here. Although the birth narrativ:
for the incarnation, can it be claimed that the Gospel authors themselves ksl
asserted to be the Son of God, this idea can be interpreted in a myriad way
incarnation can suggest that claiming this was the authors’ intention is a st
recognised that Jesus was a divine figure, but it may be the case that belisf
early Christian communities.

One key detail here to note is that Matthew and Luke are generally not tf COPYRIGHT
written. Although no scholar is certain about the order, many schol PROTECTED
first, or at least written before the Gospels of Matthew a

Education

A8
ti et

Matthew and Luke began to believe it was important to assert how Jesus ws

Course Companion for AS / A Level Year 1 Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 13 i



not simply during his ministry. In fact, there are a few other reasons why we

full-blooded concept of the incarnation to any Gospel author:

e The Latin term ‘incarnation’ is not used in the Gospel, so the doctrine is

s If Jesus was half human and half God, this does not map neatly *;
is the accepted Christian understanding of the incarnatio

*  The baby Jesus himself is not described as poss2s

e Jesus is not referred to as God in th
at the time —indeed, the Jew/i-}

#will be called Son of God’ (Luke 1:35 #if

You are children of the Lord your God.” (Deuteronay:

A.fp'rck up on a number of key considerations here. Among the points
that the Christian doctrine of the incarnation involves Jesus being both fistiy
This is a difficult idea initially to wrap one’s head around, but Christians gerne
support the idea of substantial presence: that since Jesus was fathered by
God himself. As you will learn later in your studies, such an idea is also iniez:
Christian thought. For the moment, though, it is simply important to apprec:
discussion around lesus’ nature — for early Christian history involved a s&ti
around unpacking what the birth narratives (and the rest of the Gospel acoa:

For example, one belief that later became heretical {rejected by the orti
that lesus was not at all human and simply appeared to be in li
unattractive in part because it downplays the role of Ma
important human attributes to him that are im

another view that also became hereti i
some time during his life (or dur?

God and human. However, how can such an idea be reconciled with the vs
Would a divine being feel emotion or be truly experiencing life in the sarms w
in any sense actually feel pain and die? Although the incarnation may be i
of Jesus’ birth, there is the rest of his life to consider.

One common response to such questions has been to suggest what is comm
that Jesus at various times throughout his life commits to a self-emptying of
the birth narratives, this explains why Jesus is born through normal means
special capabilities and why many did not recognise him to be the Mes::

. t was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was i
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, i¢

lkeness And being found in human form, he humbled himseif o+
death—even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8 MRSV

In the next section, we will cover another key event to which this mode! ais:
than any other throughout the Gospels: the resurrection.
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B: The Resurrection of Jesus

In the last section, we explored not only the content of the birth narratives i
Matthew and Luke but also methods of biblical criticism which you can '
any particular event in the Gospels for while the urcumstance

It is likely you know the basir, ;! ction. Jesus was senternce
‘ . 1e of the Gospel accounts) and was
hi ¢ross, he was moved to a tomb, where thres ¢
ed missing. After this mysterious occurrence, fes:
; fowers began seeing Jesus who approached them, proclain
vation and calling upon them for the Great Commission: their

responsibility to spread his teachings around the world. After these appears
which vary in length, duration and significance according to different biblicai
accounts, Jesus ascends into heaven (the ascension) and the Gospels end.

In comparison to the birth narratives, there is significantly more agreemes :
potential historicity of the events surrounding Jesus’ death and resurrectiai.
disciples were mistaken about the resurrection appearances, all four of ths
the same manner, and this lends credibility to the notion that, at minimum, 1
around the death of Jesus that warrant historical investigation. Nevertheis
views beyond this point, and we shall study two figures in this secti
present strongly different interpretations of the Gospel

How Should the Resurrection be Interprete”

This question has been pondere-,
part, religious thinkers

standards of modern scientific knowledge is fundamentally impossibis
disciples were mistaken or lying about their witnessing Jesus after he had i
signify his resurrection or perhaps the simpler explanation that his body wzs
pondered all these questions yourself as you read through the Gospels’ ac
modern audiences, it probably seems fairer and more impartial to treat th
sources and approach them in a more impartial manner, seeing where theay
against what we know today.

To start, we can look at some of the differences between the resurrection n:
first important things to note is that itis not strictly true that all the G '

: - ead of you to Gahlee, there you will see him, just as he told yz:su,
“““tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothin:
(Mark 16: 5-8)
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There are many explanations for this shorter ending. Some scholars focus
pattern of behaviour the disciples exhibit throughout the Gospels when pr
Others focus on the possibility that audiences already knew to some degres
or hearing Mark, while some even claim that Mark was left unfinishe!

also raise the possibility that later authors expanded on a muc

cdﬁ't‘fié«;t, Luke does not list any of the appearances given by Matthew. Twe 2
had come with him from Galilee’, with lesus only appearing later to two faoiic
inform the other apostles that Jesus has already appeared to Peter. Jesus t
during this conversation, where he proves his resurrected appearance by sh:
and eating their food. Finally, in John, Jesus appears to Mary Magdaleng st
from Thomas) and finally to Peter and six of the disciples in Galilee.

So, altogether, there is no deep agreement between the Gospels about whi:
they are added on to the truncated ending of Mark, one might startto b
historical accuracy of the resurrection accounts. Without strict conf
capacity, all that remains to be certain about is that ther

that this tomb was attributed to Jesus’ rebirth rath: the

the most important figures in biblical studies in the twentieth century. HE
radical and controversial figure to begin with, but many of his texts are now
as foundational when analysing the Bible. However, his writings can be ¢iffic
sense of at the beginning. On the one hand, Bultmann was very suspicious
theology, which often sought to reinterpret the Bible in accordance with riic
scientific knowledge. This often resulted in a search for the historical Jesus:
figure behind the various miraculous events and naturalistic explanations g
more fantastical parts of the Gospels. Yet at the same time, his work on fary
breakmg down the Bible mto its various original narrative pieces — i< ; 'A
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risen Jesus’ place in the proclamatlon of the Church.
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This all might be a bit overwhelming at first, but the central point to underst
wished to ‘ground’ study of the Bible. He held that it should not be overwiie
the historical Jesus but it should seek to shed the fantastical elements whi
essential message. The average person in the first century, Bultmannr »
mythological view of the world which stands in stark contrast

Most importantly, key beliefs about Jesus as a miracle worker are jettisong:i
physically rose from the dead. Bultmann argues that the most we can reaiiy -
demythologised was that he was a historical figure who taught for a few vea
the cross, yet even this depiction he held at times was a step too far, for it
central object of Christian faith. For Bultmann, there is a very distinct sepz
post-Easter Jesus. Whatever historical reality Jesus occupied before his ‘resi
of his rebirth was put into place by the early Christian community. Jesus w:
could be impartially recorded but became a myth himself, and thus a dis
Jesus was established. As such, whoever the historical Jesus was. h¢
mythological transformation took place.

At the same time, though, the process of d:
resurrection could not have occt

Bultmann’s ideas were very controversial throughout his life. Many ordinary
felt that his ideas treated the Gospels unfairly. If Jesus did not die, why did
be a true event despite the mythological world view of first-century audisrc
importance Bultmann attached to kerygma was a bit meaningless. What is
in an event which has the possibility of saving people?

There are numerous ways of addressing such questions. As Bultmann’s pro : COPYRIGHT
have been a mythological way for the disciples to express their belief‘j“r1 le s PROTECTED
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N T Wright and the Physical Resurrection

N T Wright is a biblical scholar and Anglican bishop who has written extensi
significant portion of his work is dedicated to the resurrection, and he de

resurrection.

Going back a bit, howe [tmann’s interpretation of the resur
remain:

@1, there are various permutations of these ideas, but it is key to not
more plausible if a spiritual dimension is accepted, yet at the same time = &;w.:
resurrection is not necessarily the supernatural, saving event described i ¢
necessarily cohere with traditional Christian thought. For the resurrectior to
many Christians, it may be necessary for it to be physical. Such an event w«
the divine aspect of Jesus’ identity.

There are various points in the Gospel accounts which seem to affirm a phys:
disciples were able to touch Jesus’ body and feel his wounds:

‘Then [Jesus] said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see m

“...he vanished from their sight.” (Luke 24:31 }

‘When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among thei:
(John 20:19 NRSV)

Furthermore, there are parts of the resurrection narratives which describe hows
lesus when he first appeared to them. This is certainly strange considerirg
Jesus during his ministry.

‘While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself
from recognizing. him:

So if N T Wright wishes to defend th
The first is whether a phv<
credible. The sec

unapproachable by modern standards, Wright argues that there is mgmfaa:a
allows us to understand the words and ideas put forward by the Gospel autti:
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written. In this sense, N T Wright uses redaction criticism as a way of justif
about the resurrection of Jesus. So, considering this analysis, why is a phys

Well, in short, Jewish audiences in the first century did have a firm urd
was a physical raising of the body. This idea wasn’t new and a

Similarly, Matthew takes pains to eliminate other possible explanations for t
guard against rumours or criticisms that Jesus’ body might have been stoisn:

‘After the priests had assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give o i
telling them, “You must say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him ¢y v
28:12—-13 NRSV)

However, if the resurrection was spiritual in nature, it wouldn’t really ma
Whether or not it had been taken from the tomb is only of significa
question. Therefore, there is significant evidence for the
when they talk of Jesus’ rebirth. However, Wright ai:
interpretation. .
e Other messianic movements after the supposed Res

doubted the physica!.; A sus, it is more likely that Christiz:
rather than g: A

sUrrected in the end times, such as a shining body. The Gospel accou
SO erght argues that the unusual nature of the resurrection potentiaily
created (like the birth narratives) to fulfil lewish expectations but to recs

So, turning to the second question, if the physical resurrection is historicaily ¢
account for the conflicting qualities the resurrected Jesus possesses? Wright
although Jesus’ physical body was manifestly resurrected, it was also transis
actions no ordinary physical body could. This makes sense also if one consids
Although this might have been ‘self-emptied’ as per the kenotic model we sti¢ COPYRIGHT
not be as restrlcted in Jesus’ post- resurrectlon state As such Jesus m ‘ PROTECTED
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NoLe‘“here, though, that this is a different approach also from that of Bultrz
modern scientific outlook rejects the idea of the resurrection in the first giac
physical resurrection is possible, but whether historically it is said to hava oo
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impossible, it is unlikely that any historical evidence could convince them, y=
historical evidence about the perspectives of first-century Jewish audiencss
notion that it was believed the historical Jesus did undergo a physical resur
Christians to place their faith in such an event. Wright’s arguments
that of Bultmann who, from the start, is not concerned about

In traditional Christian thought, Jesus’ resurrection signifies what every
human being will undergo after death. However, the interpretation of the
resurrection has varied throughout Christian history. There are two
important cancepts to consider here. The first is the resurrection of the
body; this has typically referred to the physical rebirth of a person in the
afterlife. Often this concept has been used in the context of general
judgement, where all of humanity is raised at the end times for God to judge.
However, the second important concept is the immortality of the soul, whi
refers to the everlasting spiritual aspect of each person. This is more
commonly invoked in the context of particular judgement: the idez.:;
individually after death.

These ideas have been traditionally diffi

‘[lesus] replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me ir Pg

‘For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that
not know which | prefer. | am hard pressed between the two: my desire iz t
far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.*

This view has proliferated in modern times. The Catholic Church, for examp
heaven, hell or purgatory (a realm where people work to atone for their sii:s
being reunited with their bodies at the end of time, when spiritual bodiss
Such a view often draws upon the thoughts of St Paul, who m
body in resurrection.

‘There are both heavenly bodies and

earthly is another... So it is of the dead. What is s

imperishable. It is s s‘ra/sed in glory. It is sown in wegk:

physical body, i ; body. If there is a physical body, thers iz
15:40, 42—-44 NRSV)

Leagt®
coM®Gnities. Many scholars have reckoned that resurrection would have b

physical terms and that belief in a general judgement, where all of humarikis
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would have been adopted by believers. In this view, the soul would have ra
woken at the end times when the general judgement approached.

‘... most of whom are still alive, though some have died’ (here th= ¢
Corinthians 15:6

‘But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new ¢
(2 Peter 3:13 NRSV)

Wright'’s view potentially reflects the views of earlier Christians and of mary it
in many respects from traditional Christian views, which typically paint heasa
or transformed souls. Naturally, it is impossible to know exactly the nature o
view is based much more on both the writings of biblical authors and the ¢
resurrection.

But what about Bultmann? For an existentialist, commit
would be hard to stomach. In fact, through the 4GS
Christian ideas, especially those which talk-:
do not reflect what is known abe

known and so its only |mp0rtance is in how it affects the present. Falth san
on realms or places in the afterlife. This idea is summed up in his famous g
and Mythology that ‘there is no longer any heaven in the traditional sensz
about concerning the afterlife, whether it be resurrection or the soul, has no
possesses meaning in expressing humankind’s understanding of itself in ths

However, these issues also highlight a broader issue that we shall look at i1t %
both Bultmann’s and Wright’s views are coloured not just by their variocus

way they approach the Bible in light of these perspectives. Therefore, it ‘s .
the Bible plays for ordinary Christians, not just in mformmg the' .
of comfort and encouragement.
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C: The Bible as a Source of Authority and Wi

It is well known that different Christian denominations and groups dlsagree
on the role of the Bible. On the one hand, Protestantism was signifi
influenced by the idea of sola scriptura, the idea that the Bibl
central authority in all matters of Christian doctrine and / +a¢
endorse sola scriptura accordingly usually mzaint: :
(or inerrant), meaning it possesses no
Christians put forward a stro -
This means that not ntain no errors but itis whoily

forward the idea of prima scriptura, which holds that the B|ble 5|mply cor
authority. This still sets out a different approach from that of the Catholic
regarding both the Church and sacred tradition as sources of authority that
case, although the Bible is deeply important to study for Christians, teaching
Pope and high-ranking members of the Church who form the Magisteriwum: 17 |
laws and truths for those of the Catholic faith.

Why are these differences important? Well, the degree to which the Bibis i
greatest difference between conservative and liberal Christians. In the case
encounter individuals who prioritise wholly the teachings of the Bib!

position.

‘Al scripture is inspi

followed to the letter but a text to be analysed and dissected to draw out &
inside. Some of these we have noted already when studying both the birth

At the same time, though, it is important to be clear about what is meant by
it is recognised that the Bible is not perfect in representing God’s will, ther «
workings of human reason? N T Wright sets out this problem clearly in a 13
Authoritative?’ He notes that, typically, we view authority in a controlling v
replicated unconsciously in the Christian Church. Followers are instinctively
followed, derived from the Bible, yet even a cursory study of the Bible sh¢
rules and regulations, nor is it easily digestible as a set of time
important cultural and historical context, which determi

COPYRIGHT
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The Bible as a Source of Maral Advice

At heart, the most common belief about the Bible is that it is a good sourz
Christians may well agree with this belief, considering that many of the
origins in biblical teaching. However, beneath this admission is a m¢
Bible as a source of moral advice?

d of laws and
_ésigned to convey religicy
ians don’t find value in faw; £
“should value and follow the rules ¢
llow God’s laws and do as he commands (thus b
. mans according to their actions — which implies that th
ent and to gain reward.

As we noted in the introduction, the Bib
narratives, parables and psalm
dynamic ways. This is not *¢ii
presents two rear,

’The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God, and keep his commiis
everyone. For God will bring every deed into judgement, including every :
(Ecclesiastes 12:13—-14 NRSV}

For many conservative Christians, this is the central idea behind the use of t#
for what it sets out as right or wrong is simply a reflection of what God das
human beings’ responsibility to submit to God’s authority on all things. Takirn
today, it is easy to see how such lines of thinking can lead to opposition 1 g
phenomena such as homaosexuality. With hundreds of laws, rules and di!
comprehensive yet also stringent on the requirements of a ‘goo!’ li

may, most conservative Christians d
lewish traditions included in the

X “it has been widely observed that there are differences in the morat guis
Testament and the New Testament. Jesus, throughout his life, sought to ove
that dominated Jewish traditions in the first century and put forward a new -
the lives of human beings first. If this truth is accepted, then the Bible canns
Christians to follow blindly throughout their lives. Nor should Christians reso
laws that make sense to them in their lives. Rather, the Bible should be a1z
moral principles that Jesus sets out during his ministry.

‘Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you wilf nix
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgivz-

These include ideas about forgiveness, non-judgement,
reject a legalistic approach, the Bible is likel
various stories and narratives might b
particular used as an exampls

N Edﬁc,d‘«“} might well be accepted by these more liberal Christians that ths
m@Eadvice. There might be remnants of views that reflect the cultural ass:
rather than the Word of God, especially around social matters. This includeas
of women in society and euthanasia.

Course Companion for AS / A Level Year 1 Edugas Component 1: Christianity

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Education




‘You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abormipicits

‘... women should be silent in the churches. For they are not permitted te 5;
law also says.’” (1 Corinthians 14°24

In these cases, Christians may recognise that Jesus’
before the rules laid down by other biblical »:
be balanced against other sources o
cultural context under whick
point towards certa ‘

criticised liberal theology or liberal Christianity on these grounds for makins
whatever ethical ideas are in fashion rather than studying its teachings on i
Bible truly is not inerrant, Christians may have a difficult path in determining
from its pages and whether this simply reflects their own natural beliefs rat:

The Bible as a Guide to Living

It is easy to view the Bible as a set of moral rules or stories, but this perspe::
potentially leave out other important roles it plays in the everyday lives of !
key contribution it is often thought to make is as a guide to living. Wheth
or not, Christian life is much more than simply following moral s
case, then it could be argued there is little that is dlstmc
analysis of the Blble shows that it prowdes key

ba5|s Rather, Chrlstlan worship is largely framed as a blessing for Christiarns: & w
bring joy into their lives.

The importance and joy of prayer are regularly expressed in Psalms, a boai: §
wide variety of hymns and laments that are concerned with praising God, :
beneficence. Alongside expressing the significance of prayer, they also dat
should express in their daily lives. This is the second element of the Bibie a3 :

right kind of motives and intentions in their lives towards God and the materiz! . COPYRIGHT
circumstance, many passages in the Bible develop teachings about the - PROTECTED
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steadfast against temptatlon or persecution.
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‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. | have sworn ars ot
righteous ordinances. | am severely afflicted; give me life, O LORD, accorfisse
praise, O LORD, and teach me your ordinances. | hold my life in my hand coriti
wicked have laid a snare for me, but | do not stray from your precept<,
are the joy of my heart. | incline my heart to perform your stat

or ruigs

The Bible as Teaching on the Meaning and Purpose of Life

It has to be noted that the Bible, as a guide to living, is not simply aimed &t &
teaches about key elements of religious history: how the world was creats«,
human beings in this created world. In this way, the Bible does not simply
moral laws exist as they do and how these generate purpose in a Christian’s

The best-known example of such meaning and purpose comes from the first
first few chapters it is set out how God created the world and everyth:
the foundation of the meaningful religious life: God created h
purpose. This automatically lends a pastoral element to . +oii
that human beings can grow closer to him a~= i
in particular gives several important ‘

‘Then God said, ”I: t

em; male and female he created them. God blessed therss,
nd fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fisé ¢
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” {G#

The first important aspect of this passage is the mention of dominion. Go:l 5
and responsibility over the natural world. They are allowed to use it as they -
are equally required to be stewards, taking care of the world and ensuring i
Genesis, the importance of procreation is also asserted. As part of their fio
fill and populate the world, creating new individuals capable of forming thsi:

However, the Bible does not wholly equate the purpose of life with such &
we can look to Ecclesiastes 9:5-9, which suggests that, in part, the
things it brings. God, therefore, gives human beings life not iy.i:s¢
good pleasures it can bring.

) ‘nothing; they have s

‘The living know that they will di kL
~ orid their envy have already peris:

of them is lost. Their |
share in all thaf r

but finding value in material pleasures which can be enjoyed under God’s =

Course Companion for AS / A Level Year 1 Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 25 i

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

88

Education




and spending time with loved ones. Equally, the importance of remaining g
talk of white garments and anointing of oil: symbols of holiness and religia

Finally, it is important to note New Testament teaching when consid
Christians recognise that Jesus’ death on the cross was an act
salvation for human beings. '

... so Christ, having been offered on

ricriat he gave his only Son, so that everyone wii
may have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NESY;

Wriether or not life brings one fortune, it is essential to lead a moral life sg
afterlife. All good moral acts are directed towards this future for Christiars, =
primary purpose of biblical teaching in the New Testament.

At the same time, it is important to consider how all these different purposs
other. The meaning one ascribes to life is an incredibly personal process, ar
different teachings given in the Bible about such themes. For example, alths
importance of procreation, this may well not be an intuitively appealing id
place living a good life above worship of God and believe one’s path to sahv
others be free of pain and suffering. Some might even ignore Old T
according to Jesus’ example can help form a meaningful li
necessarily one fixed purpose given by the Bible; its.me:,

The Bible as a Source of Camfart

The final role of the Bib
There are many r:

o
< a source of comfort and encour

These themes are also found directly in Psalms. For example, Psalm 46 relats
believers and help them through the challenges they face in their lives.

‘God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore wi
change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its :
mountains tremble with its tumult.” (Psalm 4&:3-% ¢

Similar sentiments are also found in the New Testament. Matthew 6:‘ iz

the material world is ultimately transitory. Those who ar::
afterlife for a better future where God will finiirt
have faith in God and perform good a

_wod and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy
g.hrough the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into
- undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you’ {1 F
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Finally, the Bible also encourages Christians as a community. When the Mew 7
written, the early Church was a small enterprise, sometimes persecuted and
Christians are likely to have understood the difficulties which may accompa
encourages Christians by reminding them that they are not alone in the:

and that God will not let them be tested beyond their limits. "

|t can be argued that such messages are already part of Jesus’ ministry. faor
guidance they present, it can also be questioned whether the New Testams
— statements so commonplace or clichéd as to be uninteresting or meaning!
reasons why Christians may or may not draw on Psalms in their spiritual fives.

Why the Psalms (studied) may offer a guide for Why the Psalms
Christian living
e Many Psalms are focused on praise. They
therefore offer a model for worship {praise,
thanksgiving and confession), which is an
important part of Christian living (e.g. 119:12).

e  Furthermore, if Christians live their livec in:

Many Psalins arz

life. They ars i
God instructin

&++19:15-16).
| with desperation and

worship, but tt
aspects of livin
modern issues
@ of despair, and not to abandon faith when | e  The Psalms we
hey feel hopeless (e.g. 119:107). and so may n¢
e They also remind Christians not to be swayed in Christians, a5 t
their faith — if they are tempted to act against different unds
God’s will, or doubt his love and power for any knew nothing
reason (e.g. 119:110). resurrection —

e They teach Christians to rely on God to preserve may be, therefz
them and give them strength (e.g. 46:1).
e Some Psalms deal with important qualities such give.

as mercy and forgiveness. When they express

how God shows these to humans, they remind
humans to treat others in a similar way, which
can be applied in everyday living.

~“Quick Quiz

1. Whatis redactlon

e birth narratives?

7. What is the main purpose of the Book of Psalms?
8. What is dominion?
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THEME 2: RELIGIOUS

What you will learn in this section:

A. The theological debate around the nature of God ar,
e whether it is accurate or appropriat2

e analysis of the three major models of the atonement: Christus Vi
o the theological issues with these models and the debate around it
modern Christian thought

Starter Activity:
What do you believe are the primary attributes God possesses? Make z iist
throughout this theme. Has your concept of God changed in any way?

Key Thinker

Name Sallie McFague
Born I I . A
Died ey Y &
Key text f God in Religious L

Sa ) influential and polarising figure
Why are thev od that has been described as posi-{i

phors and models of God were tainted by patriare
complemented by newer, more egalitarian and femaie-
McFague was also well known for developing an ecolog
which emphasised care for the natural world as care for o

Key Thinker
Name Jirgen Moltmann
Born 1926
Died n/a
Key text The Crucified God (1972)
Moltmann is one of the most influential Reformed theo
Why are they ,

developing a unique form of liberation theology whi

important?
P alongside humanity, rather than being a d|C

Did you know?

tts of the Bible and how Christian appro
;f key narratives such as the birth of Jesus and the
1 often encompasses broader ideas and methods. In fact,
> j\at goes on in academic circles can be described as philosophicai:

uﬂ’ge to shape their idea of God as much as their interpretation of the
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This opens up a much wider theoretical framework for understanding Christ
twentieth century, many theologians have drawn not only on new philose
but also a vast array of secular pursuits. For example, the last 50 years in
growth in feminist theology, which, as we will see, challenges many rf:
used to describe God and the role of women in Christian life.

C ‘&_éﬂr _M ies for Christian thinkers to question the received thought of ths
are 5rso conservative Christians who push back against such thinking and sz«
thought, and this push-and-pull has arguably produced some of the most fert

As we go through the key topics of this section, there are a few important ot
first is to ask what methods a particular thinker is employing when analysi:
on historical knowledge? Philosophical theory? Whatever the case, identify
arrives at their conclusions can often be as revealing as the arguments tham
their form of analysis which aren’t fully appreciated or documented. Simiia
consider is: what are the consequences of a thinker’s line of argument? T
concept can have ramifications far beyond what is expected. Expos
the heart of Christian thought is often the task of athelst
various aspects of Christian thought might just “de.
emerge once we study the doctrine of ator;

Lastly, and most importaz*
the nature of Goc

aestion your own assumptions as
does God possess? How do these att
views will help you gquestion others, drawing out »
itn you can more accurately assess the current theological
burself, or don’t believe you hold a stake in a particular theologi
snarpen your own critical skills and apply them to new debates.

A: The Nature of God

Before we take a look at some critical analyses of the concept of God, it is w
Christian view of his being has typically entailed. For a start, God is traditic
powerful), omniscient (all-knowing) and benevolent (all-loving) being. Thes
commonly cited when describing God and are often the focus of worshig. &
to be essential for God’s role as creator, while his benevolence ensures Gogd
humankind and invested in the everyday lives of people around the worid ;
important attributes that it is worth covering.

For one, God is typically held to be immaterial
this sense, God is contained in anothe
paradoxical. For example, God i<
and immanent (contalr‘ “

Auee
G;.,_wffaturally thought to be genderless, for how can a material thing possi

a controversial suggestion, feminist theologians, as we shall see, have note
God has been exclusively described through male terms. In the Trinity, God §
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as the Son, but why is this the case if such terms are inappropriate when iz
Likewise, God’s immateriality and eternality have often led to the view that
(immutability) or feel emotion/pain (impassibility), but is this necessarily ¢
eternal being to change or feel emotion in accordance with change
that we shall begin to explore when we begin taking a look at :

Why is God Viewed as Male?

We noted in the introduction th
go a step further and s
the concept of g

P51 exclusively male terms used when talking about h|m whether it
Father or other titles such as ‘Lord’ or ‘King’. So, considering God'’s being i
description, should these terms be dropped?

This is a difficult question and one which feminist theologians have grappled w
appears that such male-oriented terms are unsuitable. However, we might aise
describe God are unsuitable considering his immateriality and transcendencs.
typically thought that various forms of positive language serve as important e
some way they capture part of his essence, if not all of it. If we follow the criti
logical conclusion, we might arrive at the idea that there is no point talkin:

d thought were directed towards establishing or preservis

@.isly. In the case of Christian thought, regardless of what egalitaria
prcaentgd it is likely to be the case that these were filtered through male wy
framework which prioritised a male-focused perspective. For many feminist tf
as intellectual and physical heads of society and relegated women to the rolss o7

However, even if such a viewpoint was held by many theologians throughout
that such a divide in gender equality would be the work of a fundamentaliy
patriarchal attitudes of Christian cultures have also been responsible for & =
women, both inside the Church and out. Overall, the patriarchal, misogynis
seem out of step with the teachings of its saviour, who, for the most part COPYRIGHT
equality and non-judgement. Whether it be Jesus’ treatment of Ma PROTECTED
prominent female followers such as Mary Magdalene, there i

Education

new, challenging ways to think about God.
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We will study this debate in more detail later. The key thing to take away is i
do male terms present a limited, misleading depiction of God, but they ar
patriarchal attitudes rather than the will of God. The task of reconst
challenge the historical sources of these attitudes and present

nging God as Father

Before we look at the challenges to male terminology around God, it is wgri!
importance this terminology may hold. Simply put, if, for all of history, suck
have they proliferated? Well, in one sense, the use of terms such as ‘Father
God. The Father—Son relationship between lesus and God invokes the pars
and establishes the idea of a pastoral God — a being who is looking out for hu
Even if terms such as ‘Father’ are biased towards male perspectives, they
truths about the nature of God beyond gendered ideals. The same may ke
Even though these are male-focused, they can be thought to convey ideas
world as well as his omnipotence or omniscience.

substance, even if language is ill-equipped to describe God accurately. Thra
metaphors, it is possible to avoid simplistic, absolutist conceptions of God ¥
human roles and ideas, and, therefore, to enable the development of a deepsr.
his relationship to the world around us.

Already, you might be able to see where this argument is leading. McFagu:s
ideas to describe God is ultimately misleading. Not only do they generally o
of God but they devalue the importance of present human experience i th
argues that although Scripture and tradition are important as building bl
analysis, they should not be given a position of utmost privilege T
evolve according to the Christian community’s own |dea
contexts of the modern world. Through compa i

X
éucp y
gel,,wméss, terms such as ‘Father’ or ‘King’ are now regarded as ‘true’ reflac

that is not allowed to be challenged for fear of destabilising the coherency o
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This might seem complex, but McFague breaks it down simply, remarking i
Theology for an Ecological, Nuclear Age that ‘we construct the worlds we itk
done so’. The male biases that infiltrated the Bible’s imagery and termina!
significant degree, but subsequent male-dominated theology has als~, f
ideas considered to be heretical and generating a theological

reE‘ongising that women can fulfil a much wider set of roles than traditionst:
that intellectual pursuits are not the sole domain of men. It is, therefore, n
begin developing new imagery, models and terms to describe God which ags
experience and the world views of Christians today.

Such ideas place McFague in the reconstructionist camp of feminist theolagic
abandon sources such as the Bible, but they also need to be deconstructed i
rounded concept of God can be rebuilt. However, McFague also suggests e
enable this reconstruction. Moreover, her emphasis on present experienc
what are often called post-Christian movements, which generallv. a
thought entirely. For instance, one key idea present in M
Mother. Through emphasising this role for God, alsc
connections that may exist between God ar:
complement the idea of God as F7::

ew cons
ermore, the df:

Conversely, itisir;

b . Nevertheless, the reimaging, in McFague’s termes, still plays a ha {
theology From identifying God as Mother comes McFague’s view of the cra
the manifestation of God’s self-expression and, as such, Christians shoul
separate being from the world but one who is unavoidably involved in its
theology as a result of her commitment to alternative metaphors and imags:
panentheistic: the view that God or the divine pervades every single part «f
God is not distinct from the world, but by comprehending the world one is &

This latter aspect of McFague’s theology is perhaps the most radical and al : COPYRIGHT
as a necessary way to ground the ideas, images and metaphors that hu gyt : PROTECTED
for it means that human experiences of God are akin to experis,

Education

the term ‘Father’ may be one that is God-given and not a reflection of cuim
simply is no need to reimage God. For many modern audiences, this argume
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can analyse the authorial context and influences on theology as a whole, wi
criticism? This question certainly comes to the fore in the next issue we wi
the use of male terms, it may be that this divine attribute is rooted not in =
philosophical assumptions made by early Church Fathers.

Discussion Activity:
Do you believe that it is necessary to d
Discuss in small groups or pairs

has often adhered to some form of the kenotic model, whereby Jesus empii
suffering only as a human. Such a solution is thought to have the advantag
descriptions given in the Gospels but also solving the quandary over expiaii
whether Jesus faked his emotions on the cross.

In fact, throughout most of Christian history, the idea of God being able tx f=
implausible by many scholars, it was believed to be logically impossible. This
Council of Nicaea in 325 cg, where a number of attributes were asserted 1o ¢
in order to combat the perceived heresies of Arian theology, which held that
supreme, but that the Son as Jesus was the first act of creation by G
through the Son. This means that the Son was not coete
beginning, and his divinity was less than that of the jath:

However, this idea about God bei

or““sway. In fact, many Greek philosophical schools, such as the Stoics, thoug
themselves to embody apatheia in their lives, not letting passions rule what

Nevertheless, when we look at the crucifixion with this ideal in mind, a wids
emerge in explaining why Jesus appeared to suffer despite being fully Godd it
draw the conclusion that God is in fact able to suffer and feel emotion? kit
detrimental impact on Christian theology, or could it even help explain gth
where Jesus displayed human emotions, thoughts and feelings? We can begi
the thought of an incredibly influential twentieth-century theologian; 1irg.

COPYRIGHT
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Does God Suffer?

Moltmann begins his discussion of impassibil}
concept we identified as the histori
God. He argues that althous*
Son is unchangeabl

9

09
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affitfns that it is anathema to state that the Son of God can be subject to ¢h:
this is not the same as arguing that God could not change himself if he witia¢
likely to have been introduced to excommunicate Arius and declare his thou
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broader theological discussion around a changing or unchanging God was pe
implicitly concerned with establishing the Son and the Father as coeternat.

Therefore, through this distinction Moltmann affirms that it is possih!~»
Such an idea isn’t necessarily contradictory. If God does posse

details about the passion (trial, crucifixion and death) narratives in the Gm
in a different way and Moltmann is keen to ground his ideas in biblical ara
completely steadfast in the suffering of the crucifixion and on death cries ou:
God. For some New Testament scholars even, the crucifixion in Luke is ar &
martyrdom, a matter of material necessity in order to reach the wider divins

However, one Gospel particularly stands out for Moltmann: Mark. The ¢cru
more difficult to comprehend, and it is Mark’s passion narrative that Mg
where Jesus cries out, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken m¢
theologians analysing the meaning of the crucifixion, par
is fully human and fully God, for in this passage se.
has abandoned him on the cross. If Jesus v
would he utter such a phrase? In i

a dlfflcult idea to wrap your head around initially, but the simplest way to us:
Moltmann there are two different but intertwined forms of suffering happ
there is the suffering of the Father giving up his only Son, and on the other
giving himself up for humanity. Therefore, for Moltmann, there is a differan:
his death on the cross, and the suffering of God in his giving up of the Son.

But how can these two different kinds of suffering be connected if Jesus is b
there still the issue that the human and divine lesus can’t be reconciled i
argues that a trinitarian interpretation of the cross is essential to underf’M ;

everyday lives.

However, the

e of argument, so long as God is benevolent and looks to i
attltude should |t matter whether he is capable of suffering in

another perspective, the question of whether God suffers unveils a grandesr
Christians are choosing to place their faith in. Is it an overarching, transcends
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with humanity miraculously in spite of the differences in ontology, or is it a Gex«
within creation, and expresses a direct solidarity with the lives and ordinary su?
context, the question of whether God suffers arguably retains a much great
systematic theology, and influences the way Christians have faith in G
one who voluntary chooses to understand and undergo sufferir

This'is undenlably quite a departure from traditional Christian thought, but, =
great pains to ensure that his view is consistent not only with orthodox stats
also with trinitarian theology as a whole. The biggest shift that Moltmann =
evidence for God’s nature rather than an as abandonment of the divine at

the Gospel narratives. The death of Jesus therefore reveals the actions of t¥
and lets us understand how God suffers from his love for the Son and his ‘g
has both given up, and previously been given up by, God. It is an act of love !
reconciliation between human beings and God for the rest of time, and leis
connected to the world, beyond simply being a transcendent, impassibie i

p055|bly asa comfort to one’s own suffe ine : ho argue tha
be resisted. Thomm

hlmself and offering the promise of salvatlon to all who respond to his So
much more traditional concept of God, but also reiterates why this should’
having faith in such a God.

The main thrust of Weinandy’s argument is twofold. The first is that the ide
prevent God from loving human beings, and he criticises Moltmann for writ
suffering, he would be incapable of love. The second is that, despite the na
emotionally powerful, it is unreasonable and not backed up when one cons
presented in the Bible that set him apart from the world. When one ex*:-
cannot be subject to from these biblical characteristics, one ar
Fathers: God is immutable and impassible.

Weinandy’s criticisms do make a good
about what we wish from huma ...
benevolent being be
paint an emoti;:

ships? Why should God, an
man inability to love freely without
A view of a suffering God, it also paints a falss 1
‘om the world, it does not mean that God is not pe
t Naitmann ultimately has to mischaracterise the orthodox vigw
»oglcal appeal than they might naturally possess. Such problesris
cow®der blgger guestions about the nature of the Trinity, the subject of the
discussion around a suffering God is the relationship between the Father a:
relationship has perhaps seen far more controversy than any other throughs::

Course Companion for AS / A Level Year 1 Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 35 oi:

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

99

Education




B: The Trinity

Although Christianity is a monotheistic religion, believers hold God to be a
is one being or substance, he is formed of three different persons: t
person differs only in his relationship to the others and the we

itarian yet monotheistic religion was contradictory. For the
istinct beings. However, a significant section of Christian thegis
the nature of the Trinity, from both biblical evidence and philosophical rum
relationship to the others. One important term to initially note is perichors
the way that each of the persons of the Trinity is related to the others and iz
accordingly translated as ‘mutual indwelling’, for while Christians regard th
they are also thought to be present in one another at all times.

As we shall see in this section, nonetheless, Christian theologians throughgai:t i
challenges explaining how the Trinity should be both theoretically and prac
the death of Jesus, there were innumerable different ideas about who jesu
the beginnings of orthodox Christian thought largely coming togethz..:

i tlohships bt
hd immanent, or unk

‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name ¢
Holy Spirit’ (Matthew 28:19 NR5V}

‘And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, si:!
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on hirr:.

my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”” {#/+

‘And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have see

For example, adoptionism taught that, just as the name suggests, Jesus was
lesus as the Son is, therefore, not cosubstantial or coexistent with God betfars ¢
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appointed as God’s messenger later in his human life. Similarly, Arianisi, riz
that although Jesus is the divine Son of God, he was begotten at a point in
suggested there was effectively a point in time where Jesus did not exist a
not fully God or cosubstantial with the Father, an effective denial of t%:
of Sabellianism, which put forward that each part of the Trini
distinct person who was fully God in his own right.

gians in the third arc

In all these cases, fierce debate rase ;
we shall take a deeper logk -

»
The nature of Christ’s existence, as you may well have noted already, took o -
doctrinal disputes than perhaps any other theological issue. In fact, it can ks
over what it meant to be God’s Son led to the beginnings of orthodox Christ
increasingly began to demand consensus and clarity about the beliefs of th
has become known, began when the presbyter Arius began to clash with th
guestions about whether the Son had a beginning. On the one hand, Arius
(brought into existence) the Son, this moment necessitated a time whern t
the other hand, Alexander argued that this interpretation was heretical: it
trinitarianism, where each person was regarded as of one coeternal divi;

So why did this issue flare up to begin with? Well, on the
scriptural evidence isn’t entirely clear when
there are plenty of biblical reference
confirm or disconfirm identifvi
Father and the Son img,

SirET substance.

However, there are certain parts of the New Testament which do seem i
be thought of as coeternal and cosubstantial. For example, John 10:30 stats:
lesus’ statement here can be interpreted, depending on one’s translation of
literally identifying himself with God. This might especially be the case sins
requests for clarification about his identity, and whether he is the Messiah
proclaims that there is one God, the Father, and one Lord, Jesus Christ. This «
and God are the same, particularly if Paul is referencing the language of the
from Deuteronomy. However, others might argue the use of the terr: 'A

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

rather than God himself.
Other parts of the New Testame i1 . ; : |9
image of the invisible God. %

himself was the firs 1, i i Qg

Education

Either 1 way, it is easy to see how the debate became so divisive. On the giie b
Scripture, while on the other hand there are the ambiguities over terms such
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‘essence’. Far historians, although there is a fairly clear picture of the thears
difficult to trace exactly what Arius’ views were, especially when most of w
the writings of his opponents. However, despite the nature of the conflict
First Council of Nicaea in 325 ce declared an abrupt end to the debats
as heretical. In particular, John 10:30 played a pivotal role in e
nature of the trinitarian persons.

The Relationship between Christ ar-

meenmgfully with the human world? The creation of the Son for many earEi
to effectively differentiate the earthly Son from the eternal, transcendert ¥

In many ways, the debate around pre-existence that came to dominate the &
later Council of Chalcedon in 451 cg, where participants grappled with how t
Christ interacted. In the end, the Chalcedonian definition was agreed, which:
natures in one person, without ever quite explaining how these could be ap:
we saw in the birth narratives and resurrection, other ideas such as the kers
order to account for this definition and these have been questioned bv
Altogether, even though one perspective emerged as orthodo

functions. If all the persons
various dlmen5|ons ory

The Filiogue Contraversy

To be accurate, the filioque controversy does not cover one theological issue i
controversies in the Christian Church centred around the doctrine of proces:
Spirit ‘proceeds’ within the Trinity and the relationship between the threa s
this problem would take vastly more writing than is possible within this cou:
look at how the controversy arose and the implications that its various sgiut!

So how did the controversy arise? Well, if you cast your mind back once #%
you will probably be aware that one of the results of this counci
presented the Church s orthodox beliefs for all clergy to f:

2 vord and Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Fait
together is worshiped and glorified, who spake by i

necessarlly difficult to uphold. It may be that the Holy Spirit does work priry
as creator. However, a conflict began to emerge in the latter half of the sixii:
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began to add ‘and from the Son’ to descriptions about the procession of the
the filioque clause and set the stage for a long-lasting conflict between whizi
Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church.

Let s take a step back for a moment though. Why did the clau

when ¢ descrlblng God. Some modern theologlans have even suggested the fii
linguistic issue aggravated by historical conflicts between various religicus fi
the death of lesus. Moreover, the history of the early Church was marred by
hostilities and secular conspiring than can be listed here.

For example, in 1995 the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity goin:
‘ekmopeVecBal’ and the Latin word ‘procedere’, although both commaonty tr:
different meanings. The Latin term typically means ‘to come through a me
not. When one considers that among many early Church Fathers, the sta
from the Father through the Son’ and ‘proceeds from the Father an
interchangeably, it is easy to see how confusion could ha

Constantlnople For clergy at the time, the introduction of the filioque clat 5a
set out in the First Council of Ephesus in 431, where Clause VIl decreed it w
different principles from those set out in the Nicene Creed. When Latin churt
clause, they were in effect setting out a different faith and denying the found

So there are clear reasons why the controversy emerged besides other hiss
Furthermore, many thinkers have pointed out there are also equally impor
the doctrine of procession. For Latin churches, the filioque clause was sean a2z = COPYRIGHT
equality of the trinitarian persons If the Holy Spirit proceeded from the = ; PROTECTED

Education

prwe*r’vmg not only the absolute power of the Father but the identity of the
is understood as requiring complete equality in all the things, it can be argus
meaning altogether except as a semantic distinction.
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A final important point to note is the disagreements over scriptural evidencs, i
controversy have often pointed to John 15:26 as substantive confirmation
Father alone. It states:

‘When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from t

OGé’Fgﬁ, it is clear to see how the filioque controversy manifested itself from +
causes. On the one hand, there is the lack of underlying scriptural evidence,
trinitarian unity and unresolved questions about the nature of the Son which
theological problem. On the other hand, there are linguistic difficulties, histo:
which have also drawn a schism between those favouring the filioque causs
have been taken to reconcile the two sides, with most churches no longer ¢
the filioque controversy is still as active as ever and looks set to remain that v

Discussion Activity:
Is the filioque controversy simply a linguistic/historical probl
problem? Discuss in small groups or pairs.

The word ‘at

éﬂc&@ P-h on the cross absolved human beings of their prior sins and enakl
th.u..@rﬁgular unique event, human beings would have remained separatg«i
salvation.

On the surface, it is a very attractive idea, and, as you will have likely noted :
it is one of the most pivotal moments in the ministry of Jesus. However, witi
importance of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice, the actual theological details on what
clear. What did Jesus exactly absolve human beings of, and why did this a3k
we see, once we analyse the structure and form of the atonement, a whais ©
questions are raised, and some scholars recently have questioned whethaz
necessary or warranted at all. It may be that the concept is rooted in,
profoundly at odds with our moral and spiritual sensibilities tc

religion John Hick in particular h 1 1
1. The Broad Meaning: ‘k: d... entering into a right reic

important in Christian thought because it plays a pivotal role in what we 3
moment at which human beings truly become open to entering a meaningtu
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beyond this more general sense of the atonement, there is the actual metho
and this method has been construed in a number of ways by theologians.

These were laid out in an influential 1931 analysis of atonement by th~
Christus Victor: An Historical Study of the Three Main Types of

wis an atoning event and brought reconciliation between God &
acrifice functioned; for example, take a look at the passages belnw.

‘and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whet#
peace through the blood of his cross.” (Colossiciis

‘and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but aiso fo i
whole world’ (1 John 2:2 NRSV)

In both these passages, the relationship between atonement and the clea:
is developed, but the nature of this pre-existent sin is not identified and ¢
its cleansing identified. Such issues might initially seem trivial for or
matter whether we know how the atonement has occur
reconciliation with God is now possible?
To a certain extent, this perspective might !
first is that sin is not simply som

The Christus Victor Model

The Christus Victor model is the oldest and simplest model for the atoner
substitution model, which we will study next, and is also sometimes know::
Christus Victor (as its name suggests) holds that the death and resurrectic
the forces of evil, which were let into the world when Adam and Eve dischey
a view held by practically all of the early Church Fathers until Anselm put for
eleventh century. So why was it so popular for so long?

Well, we have to consider the much more mythological view of the 2
Blble is often regarded as a symbol of evil, for much of Christiz:.

‘rescue’. For example, Irenaeus called the victory or ransom of lesus’s death
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in creation at the moment of Jesus’ death. This means that lesus’ voluntary :
emphasised in early atonement theories. His death and resurrection wers i«
sacrificial victory over evil.

At this point you might be wondering: well, what actually is ex

deat’ﬁoflesus and more a passion or drama about the power of God, channs
and liberating humankind accordingly. To a degree, this makes sense wher: w
early Christians. For them, Christian dogma had not yet set in; discussing £
less important than simply celebrating the victory itself. However, by the end
death, questions about the atonement took on greater significance. Christiar
the atonement was but how it worked. Thus, we turn to the next model we 3!

The Substitution Model

The substitution model is a wide set of theories of the atonement whict;
substitution for the punishment due to humanity for their wilf
of ways of explicating this idea. Substitution modelsrcarr

time, God is benevolent and ultlmately would not seek to punish humam?:\,
beings do not possess the means to satisfy such a grave debt through their
us to pay back the honour God is due as a divine being. Therefore, God irsts
this debt, in order to avoid the punishment humanity is due. Jesus, as boti
of restoring the honour that God is due and reconciling humanity with him.

Anselm’s theory is often compared with the similar penal-substitutionary
popular in Reformed theologians such as Luther and Calvin. The structure f 1h: COPYRIGHT
but the focus is very different. Rather than the satisfaction of God's - 'A : PROTECTED
their name suggests, concerned W|th the punishment human /

9
P9

Education

God demand the blood of an innocent to save those who are guilty?
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We can pick out a few more issues from these questions. The first we can note
forgiving, why does he demand satisfaction or punishment for human sin? Fur
satisfies all past transgressions, is there even any room or opportunity for divi
demand the blood of an innocent human being rather than finding a w2
misdeeds. Overall, the picture painted by substitution theories ¢

their own misguided ideas a*; |shment onto the atonems:i;
substitutionary mod ; ction and penal-substitutionary rao:
: ice that does not align with the modern Ck
uch more liberal model of the atonement, often refe:

o
##®sian Activity:
Is there any satisfactory version of the substitution model of atonemer, «

judgemental or even morally repugnant idea of God? Discuss in pairs or s

The Moral Example Model

The moral example model is the theory about Jesus’ death on the cross that is i
also, on reflection, the least substantial. It is the third and last view of atons:
it presents Jesus’ death as necessary in order to improve the moral sensikiiit
granting them an insight into God’s love for humanity and leading them tc b
towards others. The moral example model does not have as richa bk,
an extent its sentiments are present in all the other mode!

inébiring regardless of one’s religious persuasion, especially in light of the p=
from religious and political authorities alike. His example of sacrifice is one &
up people to new ways of thinking and being, just like any other important &

We noted at the beginning the difference between narrow and broad theay
example model is certainly in the latter camp. As such, it may be unappeaiin:
to identify the exact reasons why the atonement reconciled humanity to G
no narrow, transactional meaning of atonement that can be accepted wit

understanding of the world and their modern sensibilities. In his V|ew thsr'.~
the doctrine of atonement in Chrlstlan theology, and unless the '

teachings of Jesus himself.
Hick draws attention in particul

opposed to Catholic or
death of Jesus 2 5,1

: portance of theosis in light of the atonement — the gradua
gdd’c’ ey achieve oneness and union with God. The atonement thus b
WPrient that is ignored by transactional theories. What matters is not ko
death but how it influences human beings to perform good deeds and grow s
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However, you might well have noticed that this shift in emphasis represents =
substitution model and the moral example model. The former was wholly ¢
occurred at the atonement event. Whatever model was adopted, it detailed @
actually occurred at Jesus’ death on the cross, regardless of whether nne
Conversely, the moral example model is focused only on the su
event. Jesus’ death does not really bring about any real ct. #ige

Chrlstlans this undermines the foundations of their faith and ultimately fas§5 i
important at all. We can thus ask at this juncture: do we even need a doctri

Is There a Need for a Dactrine of Atonement?

The atonement is still studied greatly today, yet it is not always clear why.
about a shift in human beings’ state of sin? This very change is predicated i
already being separated from God due to the actions of Adam and Eve int
mythological explanation seems very at odds with our modern scientific wor
to say that human beings don’t possess original sin and Jesus’” ministry
with human beings and God, not just his death on the cross?

Sanders’ views are not universally agreed with, but they do provide a fourii
atonement. Moreover, it can be noted that even modern transactional mois
escaped the trappings of their historical counterparts. For instance, we carn &
contemporary theory of the atonement in his work Responsibility and At
1.  Human guilt/sin is the primary obstruction to redemption and salvatic
2. Reconciliation with God requires repentance, apologising, reparation a+
heartfelt regret.
3.  The way human beings morally engage with each other is the s2;
with God.
4. Sinning against human beings is also sinning agni
duty towards him to live a good life. “
5.  While human beings can re
penance, for the onlv t%
Jesus Christ is t

At flrst thls might appear quite agreeable. Swinburne simply takes how ws v
human level and maps it onto the relationship human beings have with Gad.
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cause some degree of separation between God and human beings, ther it is
required to atone for their actions.

implausible’. In the same way as Ans
honour, Swinburne does the..a €0

Quick Quiz
What is immutability, and how does it differ from impassibility?
What does McFague mean when she talks of ‘reimaging’ God?
What does Moltmann mean when he talks of a ‘suffering God’?
What is the issue of Christ’s ‘pre-existence’ in Christian thought?
What is the filioque clause?
What is the Christus Victor model of atonement?
What is Anselm’s satisfaction theory of atonement?
What is the moral example model of atonement?

O NU AN
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What you will learn in this section:

A (AS Level) or D (A Level)
The theological and historical debate ars
e Luther’s arguments for j
the issues the Couz

unding the Church as a community of believers, inch
e way the early New Testament community is a model for the Ch
the different roles of the Christian Church, including provision of w
e the theological debate around the main roles of the Christian Chusci
C (AS Level) or F (A Level)
The various moral principles that form Christian ethics, including:
o  therole of key moral principles such as love thy neighbour, forgiezs
e the theological debate around what is the most important mora! pri
e the way God’s behaviour towards humanity can be a model for Ch

Starter Activity:
What do you believe are the key ethical principles that define Chri
and compare to your studies as you work through sectiol

Key Thinker
Martin Lut

&f was one of the most important figures in the Ke
guestioning many traditional Catholic doctrines but aisc &
which made it accessible for many more people throug
Luther’s translation of the Bible had a vast impact beyayis
Did you know? | had a strong influence on the first mass-produced Engli
helped standardise the German language in the sixteenth ¢

Introduction - What is the Religious Life?

It might seem strange to question what the religious life means for Christians, bt
Church there has long been a debate about what should be the primary focus
Should it be a life led in worship of God, or should charity towards one’s feliow
causes a decline in religious observation? Moreover, this issue concerns nc#

the religious I|fe is typically a communal one. People congregate *..:1¢

tested against both historical and present theological conflicts. To start, thu
faith and works in the Christian faith.
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Faith and Works

The best way to introduce this section is by asking this simple question: da
achieve salvation? On the one hand, if the answer is ‘yes’, then we’
virtuous or morally good atheists could effectively be condem
existence of a benevolent God. On the other hand, if the: .

important or distinctive about Christian mo ‘ :
place! What this question addresses
Should the Christian life be d
saving grace?

dilemma that have io
ming right actions or dev=i

«y called justification by faith, and it refers to the
aving a committed faith in God’s power to save humanity.
g¥in a person, it can be argued that they simply do not deserve the s
ith God in the afterlife. Only those who are unreserved in their betie!
God’s grace can justifiably call themselves Christians and be rewarded for tiis
beliefs. The latter response is commonly called justification by works. The
thought behind this concept is that salvation is dependent on a person being
good and righteous throughout their life. Those who are wicked, conversely,
those who do not deserve salvation or the chance to be unified with God in
afterlife.

There is a deeper tension between these concepts when one looks at the v:
One of the most difficult aspects of justification by works for Christi;

dings can save
e other end of the s

ion touches on many divisions between the Protestant and Catholic d&:
all that matters, what is the role of the Church other than to enforce obedi
by works is all that matters, is religious observance even necessary? Such ¢
divisions during the Reformation, and, as we shall see throughout the rest
from healed today in theological discourse.

Nevertheless, the difficult and intractable nature of this problem has not st
provide a solution. Thus, we shall first take a look at the views of a deeply i
tradition: Martin Luther.

Martin Luther and Justification by Faith Alone

Luther was a German priest and seminal fig

itioh who we o

mportant in matters of salvation, Luther began to preach a doct
is entirely the work and will of God. Human beings as fallen ke

grace to be received. However, it is important to also note that faith itseif «

Course Companion for AS / A Level Year 1 Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 47 i

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

48

Education




instrument or means by which salvation is received. Luther summarises his
an overview of his work until that point:

The first and chief article is this: Jesus Christ, our God and Lord, d
Justification (Romans 3:24-25). He alone is the Lamb of Go
God has laid on Him the iniquity of us all (/SGIOh 536).
works and merits, by His grace, through th
is necessary to believe. This cannn?
clear and certain that thiz

; in Chnst des
uired or grasped Ly ¢
s ... Nothing of this articie
eni and earth and everything else faiis
her, Martin. ‘The Smalcald Articles,” Part ii .

s

seem quite an extreme position, but it is worth briefly considerir
g5 landscape at the time of the Reformation. The Catholic Church «
|mmensely powerful institution, capable of drawing together armies, depos
facilitating political careers. Moreover, there was an increasing percepticit ¢4
Church was fundamentally corrupt, particularly around the granting of ing
These were (and still are) acts taken to reduce the punishment a person s
their sins during their lifetime. Originally, indulgences were primarily interic
and other good people to engage in a process of forgiveness of their sins, b
Reformation abuse of indulgences was rampant, with priests and other cia:
highest bidder.

Reorienting Christian thought around both the Bible and the religio
importance for Luther. The doctrine of sola fide effectivel

we shall explore some key ways that Luther drew upon the letters of PauE to
scriptural support for his beliefs.

Luther and the New Testament

The issue of faith and works is complicated when one turns to Scripture for
both being part of Jesus’ ministry. Throughout the Gospels, there is a clear
faith in the saving power of God, yet at the same time there are plenty of 2
importance of good works. Perhaps one of the clearest examples of the iatt
sheep and goats in Matthew 25:31-46:

it me.”” (Matthew 25:4}~

A on are spelled out in clear eschatological conit
5 eternal life, and wickedness is the path towards eteriia!
of faith over works? To find this out, we have to turn to his
*that of the Epistle to the Romans.
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Justification and Romans

Romans is the longest and densest of the epistles, and most New Testamsrit s5
written by Paul himself (there are a few of anonymous authorship). For th

‘For he will rep 5 one’s deeds: to those who by patienth
‘ ‘give eternal life; while for those who are self-see
wickedness, there will be wrath and fury.” (Romgass

NP1, when Luther began lecturing on the epistles, he started to arrive @t s
that although works are held to be important by Paul, there are significart
suggest that justification by faith comes first. For example, we can look to &
clear examples of supporting evidence.

‘For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is wii:
live by faith.” (Romans 1:17 NRSV}

‘Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God throug o

TriceT what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of waort
hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by ¢

However, at the same time, there is some evidence to suggest that Luther
read his own views into Romans. In 3:28, he controversially translated ths
through faith’ instead of the version given above in the NRSV. While thers i
translation was in circulation in Catholic circles prior to Luther’s study, the wx
original Greek text, and Luther had to defend his view here from Catholic crizic:
in his interpretation.

However, Luther does not stop at drawing on Romans fo
in the epistles. These include Ephesians 2:8-9 and Galat:

‘For by grace you have been sove

views human works as insufficient for achieving salvation. This is not to sugg:
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(holding there are no religious laws) but that faith in Christ resulted in a stats
love and righteousness. Thus, it is important to recognise that the law issue
are still necessary for salvation, but they do not cause salvation. As such, &
position of a believer who possesses faith but nothing else, but he s
justification solely comes through faith and not works. As Ah

plcture of thew relationship, in particular verses 2:14-26. In fact, so contrad
teaching that he explicitly had to reject their validity when it came to his do
writing following his death has had to explicitly accommodate or defend iz
by critics of Luther’s theology. Let’s take a look at some key parts of this s2
without Works is Dead’:

‘What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do
brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to ther:,
fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of *.

dead.’ (James 2:14— '

‘You see that a person is justified by works
justified by works when she welcom=?

¥s and sent them oust
Without works is also decis.” :

' to qmte explicitly argue that faith alons = o
! chlevmg salvation. So why did Luther reject James,
.an? Well, there has long been significant debate over the au
o to James the apostle from the third century, there were some &3
wieoubted this claim and considered whether the text might be pseudzp
author). Moreover, it was not part of the Muratorian Canon, the earliest doc
Furthermore, there are a few pieces of evidence to support the notion of &
not invoke any special relationship to Jesus in the introduction, and the raths
is at odds with the Jewish origins of the apostles. At the same time, there a
actual content of the epistle and Jesus’ teachings, and there is little depenis:

At first glanc

Nonetheless, Luther in his early career was very critical of James, denying it
describing it as an ‘epistle of straw’. He pointed out it contained very few
himself and held that it was just the writing of a Jewish person who
people. There is evidence to suggest this view softened |
authoritative teaching. Nevertheless, it remains par*;
disputed - to this day for even if Luther did
secondary to the writings of Paul, w

Course Companion for AS / A Level Year 1 Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 50 i

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

205

Education




These ideas are echoed in Luther’s original writings, even if there is a slight t
authority of James and then seeking to show how it is still consistent witi: i
Lutheran thought morphed into perhaps the more nuanced position in Jam
of true faith without accompanying good works. However, in the nev*,
responses to Luther, particularly from the Council of Trent.

Discussian Activity:
What New Testament texts d
justification? Discuss in :

2 most important when e

nuniber of Reformed theologians and clergy who had begun to command i
governors around Europe. Despite some minor attempts at reconciliatic,
Counter-Reformation movement, with the Catholic Church issuing condemn
typically proposed by Protestants. Furthermore, it resulted in clarifications
dividing the two denominations, one of them, of course, being justificatio:n.
in the sixth session and ended up with the council rejecting and condermiirig
by Luther. One of these was, of course, sola fide, with the council instead su
modern Catholic position on justification. But why was the council so vehgr:
number of key reasons, arising out of both scriptural analysis and prior Cath:

The first was that Luther’s and other Reformers’ concepti
reception of grace. Not all Protestants came to holr. this:

between God and man. Itis a process in which there is no single moment of i
both are contained in a continuous acceptance of God’s grace and an equalty
principles Jesus endorsed during his ministry. Acknowledging this helps undsay
other qualms with the Reformation. If justification is by faith alone, then s
how certain works could lead to condemnation. In particular, the Catholic
that justification is not permanent and can be lost through the committing ¢f
damage one’s relationship with God. In other words, the Council of Trent ¥
because it implied serious sinners could receive salvation so long as they we::
today, justification is a process which is intended to purify the |nd|V|duaI ¥
or sins egregiously, they cannot be purified.

Finally, the Council of Trent opposed sola flde as, it
who received God’s grace. Such a sug
confidence’ over knowing wh
oversimplification of th “
in Justlflcatlon

iﬁd@}‘{‘p hat implied individuals can acquire eternal security for salvation i#
M@t through mortal sins or the unknown will of God, one should always

face of God and not claim to know the workings of his divine plan for humar:
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follow Jesus’ example in the hope that one might be justified, rather than ke
the faithful.

Finally, it is important to note how the declarations of the Council of Trent §
Scripture, for the Council also rejected the Protestant idea of sola scrin
authority in the Chrlstlan faith. Rather it argued that sacred t

So w”ﬁo should we support? Well, for clarity, we can look to the work of 3 M

E P Sanders and the Role of Works

So far, we have broadly analysed two sides to the debate around justificatic:
Reformed views such as Luther’s. These have emphasised a position of sgia ¢
arguing that human works play no part in justification. Christ’s death was 3 ¢
decisive action in salvation history, and there is no human power of God's w
Instead, through faith, God declares the faithful to be justified and one iz @53
being saved. On the other hand, there is the Catholic view, which holds.;,

justification isa cooperative synergistic process requiring the

Temoie perlod (516 BCE — 70 CE). Sanders in particular is a key proponent of 4
in the context of the Jewish milieu within which they are likely to have been
Christianity was probably strongly Jewish in nature.

Why is this important in the context of justification? Well, we talked abgoiut i
law as necessary for justification. Such a rejection was emblematic of both i
distrust in legalistic thinking, which he believed was rejected by St Paul in B¢
Luther’s interpretation of Paul misses the mark. He puts forward from anal
the Judaism of Paul’s time was not overly legalistic, despite the depiction of
Sadducees in the Gospel In fact, much of early Christian wntmg is sn 'A

2. God has given the Iaw

3. Thelaw implies both God’s promise to maintain the election and...
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the requirements to obey.

God rewards obedience and punishes transgression.
The law provides for means of atonement.
Atonement results in maintenance or re-establishment of the ¢
All those who are maintained in the covenant by obedien

PN Uk

those who accept it.

e
##®sian Activity:
Do you believe the New Testament letters support sola fide, or are works ¢

justified? Discuss in pairs or small groups.

The Community of Believers

The Christian Church has long been the most visible sign of the religion acre:
Christian faith engage with the Church to some degree, and many accordirn
denomination. Although this is often due to upbringing within a religious ¢
Christians also personally choose the church they attend, and this choice cay
preferences. Moreover, such choices often arise out of individual re
be. Many go beyond simply teaching and educating peo
towards engaging followers in various forms of worzhip,:

worth detailing how the 1
&din your studies, ‘the Christi
urch is often held to refer to the enti
ss'faith in Jesus Christ. This may just be faith i t¥:
logical belief in his identity as saviour of humanity.
nts the community of believers, whether or not people view th#

Before we get into these aspects -
contexts. As you most prob
meanmgs Onaur

However, the term is often used on this smaller scale. Within a denominati
of that section of Christianity. For example, ‘the Catholic Church’ will often ¢
Catholics as ‘the Church’, even while they recognise the existence of other
smallest scale, as we all know, the term ‘church’ often refers to a local paris!
gather under one roof. What’s important to recognise is that, irrespective ot
community. Whether it be only a small Bible study group or the entirety of
Jesus that ties together all these individuals as a church. Thus, it is importan:

before looking at the various roles the Church undertakes.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Activity:
Research your local church and note dow
throughout this section, compare tk
whether they cohere!

Education

terms implying that the apostles were carrying on the work of God through
towards Acts, this idea is reflected in the early work of Peter, who preachiss
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miracles himself. However, beneath these grander acts are indications of ko

founded the Christian Church as we know it today.

‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the nams

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have comr::
always, to the end of the age.” (M

‘Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being :
were together and had all things in common; they would sell their posses
proceeds to all, as any had need.” (Acts 2:43-

Naturally, considering our previous historical analysis of Acts as part of the
more fantastical elements of Acts 2, whether it be Peter’s conversion of 3,{{
himself performed miracles, yet we can also notice that, despite these elas
focused on discussing the way the apostles put Jesus’ teachings into pracii
emphasised that early followers sought to embody the ascetic ideals that !
possessions, gave up property and gave to those in need. Their live:
good news to those who hadn’t heard.

Moreover, there is an emphasis on religinu:
by the author of Acts to spend m

‘Day by day as :

considering the very small number of Christians existing after Jesus’ death.
effectively cease to exist within a generation. Second is religious teaching, ¢
Although evangelism was important, the kerygma inevitably gave way to ser:
life that Jesus represented. Moreover, Acts puts great emphasis, as we noiad
followers, who sought to emulate Jesus’ example by giving up material lusu
charitable service within the early Church; it was not enough to preach the g«

The fourth aspect concerns religious practice. Followers were not simply s
cultivating their own prayers, traditions and practices centred around p73"

Thus, considering these five aspects, we're i
model |tself on this early communlty? 2

ieve the early Christian community can be a model for the mo
differences in culture, situation and belief for them to be corrizar
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The Role of Christian Churehs

To some extent, all these original beliefs and practices by early followers of !
yet the way they are implemented or guided by Church doctrine can vz '
much more emphasis on religious practice, ensuring that all fo!

the key duties of the Church to carry out these rituals and ensure that thsssy
Jesus’ ministry and the history of the Church. This is because sacraments ¢
just ways of symbolically remembering Jesus’ example but distinctive outw
grace. In other words, they signify God’s continued presence in the Church
demonstrate the inward commitment those followers make to the teachings

However, you may well remember from your studies in Year 1 that not ai
sacraments. Moreover, there are strong disagreements about the ways ¢ne
baptism, and some denominations have quite radically different forms
sacramental mould. For example, the Catholic Church recogni
confirmation, reconciliation, anointing of the sick, marr
recognises only the first two. The schisms that ‘
overbearing role of the Cathaolic Church zn:
importance given to ritual overt
century was what they
practice shoul” b

ks

'WAn movements go even further than this. The Quakers, for exampis
and instead gather in groups to undertake silent meditation and participat
from reading Scripture. On the other hand, the Orthodox Church tends 1o vis
sacramental, although setting aside certain key practices as more important
although carrying out sacraments is an important Church responsibility, the
varies incredibly widely from denomination to denomination. This mears thiz
guiding the practice of sacraments is a primary role for the Church or not.

At the same time, discussion of the nature and practice of sacraments can
as a general place of worshlp for Chrlstlans Whlle private worship is.

often is a place of peace and refl
and not be distracted by the,

‘ﬁg A
dﬂc’&jﬁ“
E :se, this is teaching on how to live a properly Christian life. This mig

ways that any ordinary person can follow in order to adhere to the will of ¢
religious teaching that go beyond simple moral guidance. As you will have ex
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wide range of advice about the meaning of life itself, and religious teaching r
their lives in new ways, whether this be cultivating new attitudes or thinking
Furthermore, many Christian denominations still teach certain cosmologica!
These might be beliefs about the nature of God or the way God is cor»
often has particular beliefs not found elsewhere, and religious

in contrast to other groups and movements. '

However, it is equally important to consider non-liturgical denominations.
those that place much more emphasis on experiencing the Holy Spirit dut
Although there are many Pentecostal movements which still engage in routi
many who eschew extensive Church teaching for much more dynamic servic
express their faith how they wish. In these forms of charismatic worshig, =3
are questions about whether they reflect the real teachings and emphasis
such non-liturgical services may reflect the dynamic beginnings of the eariy
that there is much more attention given to proclamation over direct ethi
Christian movements which adopt charismatic worship in their serv
teaching is not the primary role. Instead, it is to msplre C
Holy Spirit in their own lives.

As a last point, it is important to
Bible in Christian commu: =i
S0 hoId that tradi*

Church are one of the main sources of mformatlon about the doctrines m‘ th
religious teaching is arguably just as important as study of the Bible, if ngt

Mission

We explored how evangelism is contained in the foundations of the Christiz
explicitly sets out how Christians have a responsibility to engage in missiona:
certainly present in nearly all Christian denominations today. However, an =i
good interfaith relations between Christian denominations and other religicns, COPYRIGHT
many churches take another look at how they engage in evangelism 'A PROTECTED

o
a9
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world, and for Christians who view their religion as having essential messagas «u
of individuals hearing the message of the Church outweighs these criticisms.

However, in recent years, many Christian mission efforts have been rm-
Western world. Evangelism has not been directed towards co!

new churches across the developlng world are reachmg out to Western ¢pur
churches, particularly those evangelical in nature, which still regularly engag
world. This is in contrast to major denominations, which tend to view missis
outreach. By engaging in charitable works or corresponding with the local «:c:
the Church through more natural means. There is, therefore, a deeper guss:
be construed as a singular role for the Christian Church, let alone a primary ¢
up resulting in inadvertent harm or draws attention away from performing g
evangelistic activities should be of secondary importance to teaching and 7
intimately intertwined, as we shall explore in the next part.

Service and Dutreach

We hinted at the notion that missio
seen as a joint enterprise with.t!
when we take even 2, h
healines and iy

hEI'p"OOth the local and global communities.

Covering the former first, most churches will at the minimum hold courses
joining the Christian faith. However, many will also do community work, wis
or social difficulty, assisting organisations such as food banks or performin
The aim of these activities is both to help those who are most disadvantagsi
church as a place of solace and safety which individuals can turn to if they
and charities operate in your area which are tied to the Christian Church!

Many Christian charltles and organlsatlons however, aIso act global'

countries across the world. Whil
|mportant part of Church i

e plhg others in need is an amg;-s
“what the Christian faith is all about an«

ind|V|duaIs, their faith is a defining part of their identity, and naturally the
actively talk about it to others who share the same sentiments. However, this ¢
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people’s lives, and the central narrative of redemption and salvation within
equate it to a mere interest is understating the meaning of the Church for
much more than just a group of people who share similar ideals but an enti
reason why many denominations see the Church itself as a sacred thi»s
unified under the teachings and message of Jesus Christ. This

\WPC1 and mission, such that their unique vision or ideas can spread t¢
the dlfferent dimensions of their faith.

Beneath these different aims, though, are also various theological and phite:
Those modelling themselves after the early Christian community may wetii
of the Church, especially considering Jesus’ call at the Great Commission. ¥
not working towards saving as many as people as possible, then it is failing i
may well argue that it is too easy to give undue focus to this call, or to oveariy
Rather, any evangelism work should be tied into service and outreach, just =
main aim of the Church should be to provide religious teaching.

This |dea might espeually come to the fore when one co

Thuefore it is important to understand how the roles of the Church are def
to the Church by different Christian denominations. In the next section, we
at what key moral principles might be most important in the Christian faith.

Key Moral Principles

It is likely that in some way or another you have encountered Christian mara
Many of the common ethical sentiments we express have their origins ir: {h
whole has had a deep impact on the way we think about ethics. At the sam

debates both around what moral pnnmples the Bible puts forward an

centred around the notion of agape. This is a Greek term commonly defins
towards humankind and God which is thought of as the highest form of lovs
Therefore, even if there is a situation in which the circumstances point tow:
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agape love would still mean one seeks the best for them regardless. We wiit
we come to the importance of compassion and forgiveness in Christian et

It is finally also important to stress the importance of the Church in f2
principles. Although we explored in the last section how the C

prmuples, which we will look at nexi: i

" gHbour is one of the best-known Christian moral principles, arii |
f(..on for moral guidance in Christian communities. It calls for a loving =
if they were next door to us. However, there are a few important clarificati
‘neighbour’ here implies a universal solidarity with all human beings —an &
boundaries. This idea in particular can be found in many of the teachings an:
his ministry. Most notably, we can draw attention to the parable of the go

When most people read this parable at face value, the initial meaning seems
However, such a reading ignores the important cultural context behind its
At this time, the Samaritans were largely hated and distrusted by the Jewish
the historian Josephus records an incident in which a crowd of Jews de<;,
Gezirim. Tensions were also high around the time of Jesus’ mi

desecratmg the Jewwh Temple at Passover with human :

tion, saving a lewish person from near death while his ¢

elp those in need but to help them regardless of their social st:

thaarable may well have been taking a swipe at the overly legalistic or puri
that are depicted as common among the religious authorities in the Gospais.

‘He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, ani +
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as ycus

The parable of the good Samaritan effectively emphasises the central rols of
when its cultural context is considered. Moreover, it implies that love effact:
commitment to social justice. Loving thy neighbour is not just a case of lavir
route is easy; what love really entails is expressing a universal com 'A
those who are poor, marginalised and sick.

‘You have heard that it was said, “You sha!
enemies an

This strong underst:

all equally.
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‘The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you: v«
you were aliens in the land of Egypt: | am the Lord your God.”

This statement comes in the context of God having led the Israelites *»
oppression the Jewish people faced there, this is an equallv ra

PP cthical ideas. Many parts of the Bible illustrate how the love hurr i
other is mirrored in the love God has for humanity. In fact, the various narra
kind of salvation history, in the sense that they trace God’s loving investrs
time. This arguably begins in the earliest moments of Genesis and continuss
where God’s protection of the covenantal Jewish people is explained as & iz

‘The Lord, the Lord,
a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger,

keeping steadfast love for the t
forgiving iniquity and

upon the children

and the children’s children,

to the third and the fourth generaticsi.”
(Exodus 34:6—7 NRSV)

k50d’s love reaches its peak or zenith in the New Testament, whe
hlsvvrﬂy Son to Earth as a sacrifice for human sin. You previously explored th
models of redemption and atonement in Year 1, and how figures such as i
the cross as a direct example of God’s love for humanity and solidarity witi:
suffering. Although, of course, there are various reasons given as to why ths
was necessary, theologians on the whole have viewed God’s willingness to
consequences of human sin as emblematic of the unconditional love he has
Even in moral example theories of atonement, the importance of the cross &
love can be stressed, even if Jesus is viewed only as human and not divine. ¥
that in an important sense the cross is not a necessary act; it is a voluntary ¢
love for humanity and a willingness to sacrifice oneself in order that * 'A
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‘Those who say, “l love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for i
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. T
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters

Thus, the model of God’s love and relationship to humanitv fo

The same may be true of the very images and metaphors we use to descrils
Although familial terms are a useful convention, they probably fail to do just
humanity in the Christian faith. This raises the prospect that while God’s &
Christian morality, it is not an exact model. In fact, we might well be betts:
behaviour is the basis, especially considering the different kinds of atonemss
this course companion. Moreover, the Old Testament is often noted to prs
one who does get angry, is jealous and is wholly concerned with justice. T
Testament when God explicitly punishes human beings for their tra
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis.

represent the ide:
Ch LS A

Discussion Activity:
Do you believe God’s actions in Scripture are a good basis for Christian m:

Truth and Honesty

Another important virtue often put forward in Scripture is that of truthfuins:
typically oriented around being good and loving to one’s neighbours, such
though, beneath this call to honesty there is a broader message about the iy
fellowship, for the Christian Church as a community is considered to be ar;
section of this theme, and in order for such a community to flonrichz i

its foundations. s

‘So then, putting away falsehood,

Thus, it is imp
- ES Jtiier, but the second is the consequences in buildi
AT . . N .
09 nesty itself is necessary for fellowship; it is not possibla 1 1
Eé\}cp?i}@ bwards God if one misleads others. This highlights another impari:
WP Wards God. In essence, God’s love requires a certain honest cooperati
in 1 Samuel 12:24.
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‘Only fear the Lord, and serve him faithfully with all your heart; for consicie
you.” (1 Samuel 12:24 NRSV}

Honesty, in an important sense, is linked here with faith, for it is not =~
transparent about one’s misgivings and wrongful deeds. In th

explore in the next part.

Conscience

ow honesty is linked to moral improvement. How
. ue that connects the two: conscience. This term is us
tis referred to as a moral sense each person possesses that nistt
W id bad. Some Christian theologians have even suggested that conscizs
human beings to help them along the right path. However, there are a nuiii
term. While it certainly might help steer right behaviour, it can also sum up ¢
finds themselves in.

‘Indeed, this is our boast, the testimony of our conscience: we have behavs:i
sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God—and all the more

In this sense, conscience is a state of moral honesty: an acknowledgement ¢
has done in their life. Moreover, 2 Corinthians 1:12 here suggests that i
conscience. This means repenting for one’s past sins and atte

One of the central messages of Jesus’” ministry is the importance of repentarn
as the ultimate judge, the only being capable of wholly forgiving sin, and, as
requires honesty about one’s shortcomings and the possession of a clear ¢o
However, even if forgiveness can be granted only by God, this does not mea:
not forgive each other in all circumstances. This point is made strongly in
placed on a par with many other important Christian virtues.

‘As God'’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compasr : ggg;?g;gg

patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complai

9
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others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.’ {f‘wa
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What is the Most Important Moral Principle?

This is a difficult question when considering ethics. There have been sam
suggested that the overriding principle in Christian morality is the promaotiza:
Fletcher in particular was a Christian thinker who argued that this v
and there were no other important rules that Christians ;
most loving action according to the situation at the
held that many practices such as abortio
Christian positions. A

Now, situation et “{at least for Christian ethics), for comm:

can be saved, and we should not hold a grudge against people who have e s
are acting to demonstrate the most love possible.

However, aren’t ideas such as honesty, forgiveness and even justice imports
example, as we noted, is as much about having a clear conscience in follgwir
closely as possible. Fletcher’s ethics seems overly subjective and open te i
demonstrating agape love, and it can easily be argued that truth, honesty an
naturally intertwined with love, not separate from it. While Christians shoule
this should always be in light of other virtues that Jesus declared to be righis
the most important moral principle but instead equal to all the other idz:
when evaluating what Christian ethics holds to be important a
principles interact and how Christians can realistically fo!

Discussion Activity:

moral principle in Christiarn

Quick Quiz

3. What is covenantal nomism?

4. What is the Great Commission?
5. What is a sacrament?

6. What is agape?

7. What text does the phrase ‘Love your enemies and pray for those wha ;
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THEME 4: RELIGIOUS PRACTI

RELIGIOUS IDEN

What you will learn in this section:

A. The theological debate around thz
whether infant bap?

ytism in the Christian
ith reference to the views o

theories about the nature of the Eucharist, including trasnsu
ansfinalisation

Protestant theories about the nature of the Eucharist, including «oms:!

C. Thetheological debate around the identity of Christian festivals, inciu
e the diversity in Christmas celebrations, particularly between Easis
o the diversity in Easter celebrations, particularly between Eastern (il
e  whether there are any unifying ideas or principles behind the ceis

the Christian world

Starter Activity:
In your own time, look up on YouTube or another video platform how i
the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox traditions) celebrate the '
can you notice? Note the most obvious and compare v iy

onfessions (397-400), City of God (early fifth century}
Augustine is probably the most influential of the early £
Catholicism. His ideas about creation, eschatology and
modern Christian theology on a wide variety of topics, |
free will. However, his views have often gathered cortr
and many modern thinkers have criticised the dogmza tf
Augustine was an unlikely advocate for the abolitior of
Did you know? | clergy to release slaves and writing in the City of God th
was the result of original sin and unbefitting of those s

Wﬁy are they
important?

Key Thinker

Name KarlBarth e
Born 1886

Died 1968 w0 dmd T
Key text Church Dogmatics (1975523 .

Why are they Barth is °

important?

as a key member of the Confessmg Church i the
who opposed the Nazi Party. He was even deported frai
sign an oath of loyalty to Hitler.
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Introduction - Worship and Practice

In Theme A we explored the role of the Bible in the everyday lives of Christizns
briefly mentioned, however, was how the Bible was a source of informatir.
festivals that Christians engage with throughout the year To a gt

eeper look at v
“and importance of worsh

ent forces creating tension between {hyi
he significance of tradition. Should Christians as
: |stor|cally professed their faith in God and what this faith b
' E}&g@ ave been practised in the Church in a similar fashion for thous
it " iportant to maintain such traditions against the modernisation or tra
at the same time, religious practices are to a degree affected by more libers!
Christians adhere to certain traditions even if they make sense only withis: 2
seems out of place when a more scientific perspective is adopted?

Throughout this section, you should think about these two questions ang sv:
on what philosophical or theological merits they might have but on the way
guestions about religious practices are not just intellectual speculation but §
being Christian today and may have ramifications beyond simply a changs
Christians choose to engage in.

The first question we can ask when
Christians required to be bant! % a rlte of adoptlon it signifis
moment when an mr' oses to begin a relationship with
under, Fhrls’r

edrry ge a rltual appropriately termed infant baptism. However, increasin
process, choosing instead to let their children make the choice themselves w
denominations, as we shall see, don’t even perform infant baptisms, reguist
and reason before committing themselves to a relationship with God. Being
referred to as a believer’s baptism (although ‘adult baptism’ is often used}, =
examine the various arguments for and against both infant and adult bagtis:

But first, it is worth quickly looking at what baptism involves. In the Catholic
typically involves aspersion (a sprinkling of water over the head) or affusic
while various blessings are given to the initiate. However, espeuallv : '
is also common, where the initiate is completely or partial

enter into a relationshi
passages are read ,
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One further important element of believer’s baptisms is confessions of faith
declarations read out by the initiate prior to being baptised that testify to ik
reasons for undertaking the ritual. This is in order to show that the person
decision and made a real commitment to a relationship with God.

the idea that baptism is anything more than an outward personal sign that
obedience to God’s will. Human beings’ sins have already been washed awz:
itself does not accomplish anything or represent a real change. However, thi
Baptists, who still hold it to be an essential element of the Christian faith. Wi
meaning as a wholly symbolic act will be discussed later in this section. For
more pressing debate: whether infant baptism should still be practised.

Activity:
Read the account of Jesus’ baptism in all the Gospels (Matthew 3:13-*
1:29-34). On reflection, note down three key aspects of this
modern-day baptismal practice and compare to the ide

The Case for Infant Baptism

We noted before that infar
|tseIf is arguably n

extent infant baptism was practised by the very earliest Christians, before
Some scholars believe that it was not a common occurrence in the first cani:
Acts (see 16:15, 16:31-33) to entire households being baptised, this is not ¢!
actively baptised their children. Similarly, there is no direct ritual in Jewish tr
baptism, and Jesus himself was baptised by John the Baptist as an adult. This
that early Christians engaged in infant baptism, Scripture does not directly cr

The earliest direct references to infant baptism instead come from early Churoi
Fathers. Irenaeus (130—202 CE) talks of children being ‘born again to God

AAAAA on, we can look a little later in time to the writings of Augustine of Higp
(354—430 CE), who, perhaps more than any other theologian, laid out the ¢
baptising children as early as possible. Augustine held that all human beings
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born with original sin due to the disobedience of Adam and Eve resulting i
nature. This original sin pervades all aspects of human behaviour. Althoug
is good, they are naturally wounded by what Augustine called concupiscen
motivated desires. Free of divine influence, human beings were efferth,
conflicted by desires of the senses, and Augustine argued that
condemned crowd.

e

This might seem a little unfair at firs

So how does this all tie in to infant baptism? Well, Augustine generally press
absolutely essential in order for a person to be saved. At the moment of &
the grace of God, cleansing them of original sin and allowing them to be rac:
course, that in Augustine’s time, child mortality was much higher than it is
past the age of five, and so Augustine was naturally concerned that childran
could not be saved. Hence, in order to ensure that salvation was possible, b
baptised as early as possible in order to remove their original sin.

Naturally, you may well have some objections to this line of thinkin
infants who hadn’t been baptised? While it may be Cath
Augustine’s theology has often been cr|t|C|sed a -

At the same time, we might well reject such a strong idea of original sin ard
not condemn infants to hell simply because they are unbaptised. If this is t
be baptised at all? This question once again came into view in the sixteerith
Reformation, a period when the authority of the Catholic Church was being
movements were being developed around the writings of figures such as £
new denomination of Protestantism was a group known as the Anabaptists,
who baptise again’. One of their central practices was rebaptising Christizns
infants, arguing that it was necessary for candidates to make a sound ang ¥
being baptised. Furthermore, they claimed that infant baptism was not >
should be rejected altogether in Christian worship. -

This was quite a radical position for the tim
partlcular who challenged the Anabar\

_wémen present at the Last Supper. Even though the Bibie das
istians to baptise their children, this does not mean it is not i
resenig of Scripture.

Course Companion for AS / A Level Year 1 Edugas Component 1: Christianity

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Education




So what is baptism in Zwingli’s theology? Well, he primarily holds that baptiz
covenant with God. In this way, it is more than a simple pledge of obedie:
relationship (although his view is often reduced to this idea). However, ths
within Zwingli’s thought. The first thing to note is that Zwingli conne
traditional Jewish practices. If circumcision is the sign of the Je

denymg the importance it has for the community at large and therole it pian
generations of Christians under the same church.

However, it is easy to potentially poke holes in Zwingli’s arguments. Could b
unity of the Church? All that would be required is for individuals to be cidsr
a difference would not necessarily undermine baptism as a sign of the cows
involve the wider Christian community, why should this undermine the cans
Despite Zwingli protesting against the Anabaptists, his argument might sub
ultimately feel their baptism is less meaningful due to not actively partici
mind, we can turn to the other side of the argument, best presente
Karl Barth.

The Case for Believer's Baptism

In the last part of this secti
have noticed that Aoy

different arguments for infan

as an adult is a much more meaningful process for the initiate thar :
will spell out this argument in more detail with reference to the views of Kar

First, it should be noted that Barth himself was a Reformed theologian ansi o
Christian thinkers of the twentieth century. His work extended far beyorid
ways his rejection of infant baptism is rooted in his wider theological though
is worth considering the quotation below, which sums up some of the majo:
believer’s baptism.

COPYRIGHT
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Baptism without the willingness and readiness of the baptized is truo
correct; it is not done in obedience, it is not administered arco’:.

presents itself to the Church: ho
weakening through a baptir;
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We explored in the previous part how Augustine argued that infant baptisi
being misses out on the possibility of salvation. Barth wholly rejects this iges,
about election (how God chooses those to be saved) were mistaken. Christ’
salvation for all human beings, not just those who had been baptised, £
power in itself. Nor does its power lie in the initiate’s choice o

strengthen thelr faith through cognitively opening themselves up to recongit
aspect of baptism is the subjective fashion in which it encourages faith in th«

This idea lends context to Barth’s rejection of infant baptism, for if its meani
the mind of the initiate, then baptism can be meaningful only if a ‘willings
person being baptised. This can, in a sense, be reduced to the idea of coris
point that no real cognitive change could occur in an infant who is being kap
the capacity for an awakening of faith or the ability to respond to the pres
infants is not necessarily an incorrect or improper procedure — it is just a
such irresponsibility in the context of faith in the saving power of C!
an issue, since it denies the initiate the power and profu
mentions himself in the quote, to persist in adminis:arir:

and diverts attention away from the core requirement of the Christian faith 1
not only is infant baptism without scriptural precedent, its justification bass
communities denies both the role and importance of God and the meaning:
baptism has no saving power in itself, there simply is not a case to be mads i«
subjective importance of a person’s faith and understanding during the rituai

In the next part of this section, we shall explore another key religious pragtic
mirrors the theological discussion around baptism: the Eucharist.

Discussian Activity:
Do you believe the Catholic Church should glve u
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B: Eucharist

While there are many key religious practices in Christianity, such as baptissi o ¢
important or as universally practised as the Eucharist. Also termed Hol: '
Christian church service and is one of the primary ways Christi
throughout their lives. As a ceremony, it primarily repre«
when Jesus offered his disciples bread and win syn

Eucharist each week, Christiz:
spread Jesus’ messa ‘

place it has within a Church service. In the case of the Roman Catholic Chusrt
one of the most important ways that Christians can regularly communicats
Church, yet for Christians such as Quakers the Eucharist is not even present,
conceived of as a symbol of Jesus’ ministry and sacrifice rather than as a myy:
presence of God in the world.

However, even within the Catholic Church there are numerous theories ab:
Eucharist, and in this section we will explore whether it is even correct to &
common ground between the various Christian approaches to this import
briefly looking at the scriptural basis for the Eucharist itself and not
further study.

The Bible and Eucharistic Practice

Beyond tradition, why do Christi
might imagine. As we n

harist? This is a more ¢if
A harist is primarily a commemara
ent It as a ritual for future Christians to s
f its other name, the Lord’s Supper, is preseritas
, ight. The same is true of Matthew, while in John it is the
g Jesus. In fact, it is only in the Gospel of Luke that Jesus really pres
ractice that the disciples should follow in the future.

‘Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it g+
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of .

historical Jesus himself saw the Last Supper in this way (although that is & i
important is that, regardless of this historical question, there is clear evidsnis
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central practices of early Christians. We can gain a glimpse into this via 1 Car
the ‘institution’ of the Last Supper and the divisions in the Christian comiyius
practised and how it should be practised.

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lo

foundatlon for the Eucharist is really just layers of Church tradition, and as
come into conflict, criticisms of these traditions have been laid bare. Thus,
theological debate around the Eucharist, beginning with a selection of Caii:
meaning.

The Catholic Church and the Eucharist

The history of thought about the Eucharist in the Catholic Church reveals
of what are often termed ‘literalistic’ interpretations of the religious practics
short, this designation is used due to Catholic theories generally emph#,
actual change occurring to the objects used with the Eucharis

wine, in an |mportant way, cease to be merely materlal ’

an®®vine are converted into the actual body and blood of Chrlst with only &
remaining. This change is typically held to occur at the moment of consecrat
made sacred by the priest who is leading the service uttering the Words s i
evoke or repeat the language used by Jesus at the Last Supper and are thoug
within the church leading the Eucharist.

There have been some theologians who have sought to provide a theorstics
doctrine of transubstantiation, but such backing is often limited. The Cathaiic ih
justify why the conversion occurs but simply holds that it does so in a way | COPYRIGHT
In this way, one not only remembers the life and teachings of Jesus - 'A : PROTECTED
feels the overwhelming and magnificent power of God acting’ j

i
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consecrated bread and wine. If there is any left after the Mass service, it is 1
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a special receptacle designed to conserve what becomes the Reserved Sacrz
that the body and blood of Christ should not be discarded or treated witk:
reverence. In contrast, most Protestant churches, which do not uphold tra
ministers to reserve the consecrated bread and wine, with some ever {
leading the Eucharist consume any remaining bread and wine

Finally, it is important to note that the Cath, giving of ths
,,,,, nany churches go fus
enough that if the mdlvaf} ;

separated from God to receive them is administering a blessing they do not

However, there are also a variety of other Catholic theories about the Euchati
aren’t accepted as Church dogma. These have often been put forward as wa
the Eucharist itself. If the consecrated bread and wine are genuinely the b
not appear to be a more significant material change? Similarly, we've noted
very literal interpretation of Scripture. What if there were a more reascna
Catholics to accept what at first glance can appear to be a very unintuitive i

One variation we can look at here is transignification. As the term ¢
is no change in actual substance at the moment of conse

reaI presence in the consecrated bread and wine whlle they substantlally rar
and modernising move considering the somewhat archaic way the mystery «
also a move rejected by the Catholic Church. In Pope Paul VI's 1965 encyclic:
theories of the Eucharist are considered and rejected, including transignifics
which are regarded to fail to uphold the real substantial presence of Christ

Turning to this latter idea though, transfinalisation is a theory put forward i,
to those we have explored, rejected transubstantiation. He held that it rests
substance as a whole and was an example of a sort of overly mysticaluth:
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Pratestant Approaches to the Eucharist

In comparison to Catholic theories, Protestant churches vary much more in ¢
although it should be noted that many still hold similar views. For exam
Catholics that there is a real presence of Christ at the Eucharist, alt!

transu bstantlatlon yet this opposition was motivated less by a dlrect rejec
firm belief in the real presence at Eucharist. What ultimately was importart
during the ritual rather than discussion over how the change in substance 1«

This ambivalence is still a key part of Anglican practice today. Most church
there is a real spiritual presence of Christ at the Eucharist and don’t delve i
consubstantiation works. However, at the same time, it is clear to most A
transubstantiation is unsatisfactory, for there is no magical conversion of t
At heart, the real presence is necessarily spiritual but not necessarily pk::
that, in contrast to Catholic Mass, Anglican Communion servic

strlct restrlctlons upon who can partake in the Eucharlst

However, it is still possible to question whether consubstantialism is still a to
Eucharist. The focus of Luke 22:19, as we noted, is remembrance. Why isn’t 4
instead of some mystical presence of Christ brought about by the service? ¥
with this suggestion and reject any view that the Eucharist is about anything
Christians are termed memorialists and take the position that the consecrat:
understood only as symbolising the body and blood of Christ. What is most i
the mind of the participants, not any notion that there is a real objective gre

COPYRIGHT
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These beliefs raise an interesting question. Even though nearly all Christizn ¢
interpretations of the Eucharist, it can be asked whether these differences
practice and implementation. This debate we shall explore in the final part

The Diversity and Similarity in Eucharistic Traditian

We've looked at a variety of ways in which theoln
have noticed that, despite various conc
the same grounding. With the .

\W51e materials used, how these materlals are treated before and afte:
or blessing said during the service. So do the theological differences explors:
amount to much?

Well, in one sense, the answer is a transparent ‘yes’. Even a cursory look aci:
reveals innumerable conflicts over what the Eucharist means, whether it &
between both these denominations and Baptists. Great schisms have emegrg
Christian movements to declare other positions of the Eucharist as hereticai,
reconciliation will happen. Moreover, beliefs about the Eucharist often refis:
Christian movements and denominations analyse the Bible. We’ve seer
symbolic interpretation of baptism in the Bible, and underlyin

broader conflicts about the extent to which biblical refer

in wfﬁmemoratlng Jesus. It makes the past events of Jesus’ ministry reai for
and respectful recognition of his life and death. Moreover, it can be conten
that allows for variations in theology surrounding the Eucharist. There are
within local Catholic and Protestant churches that reflect both the unity of ix
eucharistic practice on a global scale. What ultimately may matter most is t
commemorate Jesus and understand his life in the way they wish rather tha:
interpretation of the eucharistic ritual itself. If this is the case, the different
this section are perhaps more a reflection of academic theological discussiar
understanding of the Eucharist by practising Christians around the world

calendar, but times wh
being scheduled Ac

now more readily centred around the buying of presents or figures such as &
Christ, and the most memaorable part of Easter for most children is surely t
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However, these festivals still hold a great deal of theological and spirituat i
celebrations, although likely to incorporate elements of secular culture, ha
often will be the main focus of their holiday periods. Moreover, those cels
to reflect on their faith and think about the ways in which it affects tk~

Christmas

Most people in the UK recognise that Christmas, at heart, celebrates the birt
that the purpose of the festival is to recognise his enduring presence in ths
Christmas, Christians may refer to Jesus as ‘Emmanuel/Immanuel’, which
us’. However, this basic description hides a more important element of {hris
celebration of the incarnation. As we explored in the birth narratives, the :
arrived on Earth is the focal point of God’s plan for humanity, when the Waor
flesh and lives among human beings. It is this doctrine that gives Christr;
spiritual meaning. If Jesus had never come to Earth, he could
humanlty s sins and we could never be reconciled with C

co-~~~rprretely arbitrary. The blrth narratives, as you will remember do not mar
was born, and, even if they did, it would be difficult to justify this date as h
evidence that early Christians did celebrate the birth of Jesus and this evert
date in the fourth century cE as 25" December, which corresponds to the wi

However, if you're a bit of a history buff, you might know that the old Romar
best-known version of this calendar, which was used throughout the Romat:
Julian calendar (so named because it was introduced by Julius Caesar), yet t¥
flaw. Although it accounted for leap years when calculating the revolution
possessed a small discrepancy: the calendar year was about 10. 8 mir 'A
meant that every four centuries, the calendar year gained thre.;id
over time.

For the Romans, this wasn’t consi
sixteenth century, the Juli
the Council of Nicae

Day on 7" January instead of 25" December, and it will continue ¢
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This difference in date also highlights other differences, particularly in the ¢z
and afterwards. In the Western churches, the lead-up to Christmas is kngwt:
varies in length but typically begins on the Sunday nearest to St Andrew’s
weeks (thus encompassing three other Sundays) before ending on Chi
begin to prepare for the celebration of Christmas, both remen.
Second Coming. :

These preparations take various for

meanlng

Other preparations take similar celebratory themes. Ministers and clergy s
often wear royal purple or blue vestments, and congregations will be enceois:
typically glorify the prophecies and arrival of Jesus. Ordinary Christians wiii
their loved ones and plan their holidays. The Nativity play will often be siage
Christmas Day. This allows people to learn about the events leading up to th:
Matthew and Luke and gives young children an introduction to some of th:
Christian faith. Some churches even run an Advent course, in which partic?
further on the meaning of Christmas.

prlmarlly on the glorification of the incarnation. Generally, this fast runs far ,
sees followers abstain from meat, dairy, fish, eggs, oil and wine. However,
this period, fish, oil and wine are allowed.

Although the Nativity Fast is not as severe as one we shall study later in this =
undertaking for committed Orthodox Christians and reflects the different fo«
purpose of fasting is not to simply test the person undertaking it but to focus
than physical ones. Orthodox theology often elaborates on the connections
soul, such that altering the circumstances of one can affect the other. In ~f

Although repentance is a theme, it is not as prevalent as in Lent, which pearh:
the year for Christians of all denominations.
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There is one final difference yet to explore, and that is the time following Ci
Epiphanytide, which has its focal point on the day of Epiphany. In the Wes
6% January, whereas in the Eastern churches it falls on 19 January, yet, de
days celebrate very different parts of the Bible. Moreover, they equ

and traditions. For Western churches, Epiphany commemorat

and it |s con5|dered inauspicious to leave decorations hanglng past this dats,
Candlemas (the conclusion of Epiphanytide on 2™ February) at the latest.
Epiphany, or during the season, in which the leading priest blesses Epiphany
and chalk. This chalk is then used to write the names of the wise men o ar ¢
homes. Christians in some central European countries will also eat Three ¥
sweetbread decorated with icing and glazing. Overall, these celebrations ars
lesus’ arrival and mission towards the human world.

In contrast, Epiphany in the Eastern churches is focused on a very differen: s
the Baptist. The emphasis is, therefore, on the revelation of Jesus’ i
moment in the Gospels. Jesus’ baptism is one of the few
present, and so for Eastern Christians it is a key '

Moreover, Epiphany sees the normal fasting laws we’ve noted throughout s -
eight days afterwards. Therefore, Epiphany celebrations in the Eastern chure
joyous as those in Western Churches, although focused on a different evenit.
customs and traditions that tie into these celebrations. In fact, every Europs
its own traditions around this festival period. Next, we shall look at anotheay |
calendar, Easter, and the differences in practice surrounding it.

Easter COPYRIGHT

Easter, in comparison to Christmas, is perhaps the main Christian fec* PROTECTED
secularisation. At heart, it celebrates lesus being resurrected f..:¢

to the Christian faith, including J DY 7 | |9
the reconciliation of humar.;
Q9

Education

Course Companion for AS / A Level Year 1 Edugas Component 1: Christianity Page 77 i




Beginning with Western churches, it must first be noted that the dates of Ea:
liturgical calendar, although Holy Week, the main period of celebration, &y
Holy Week is preceded by Lent, a 40-day period of fasting (not counting 5u
Lent is perhaps the most solemn period in the Western churches, and ¢
fast and abstain from festivities. Other celebrations such as m

may'end it earlier, on Maundy Thursday. This is the first of three days knowr: :
the passion narrative in the Gospels, including the crucifixion, death and r¢
day commemorates the Last Supper as described in the canonical Gospe!s, =
reflect upon and remember Jesus’ words and actions during this meal. Thus,
church services are held for most denominations, which include one impar
This is a practice that has long been popular in the Catholic tradition but is inre:
denominations and reflects how Jesus washed his disciples’ feet at the Last &
the word ‘Maundy’ refers explicitly to the Christian rite of foot washing, ai
Latin word ‘mandatum’ meaning commandment. Lastly, the morning of #4:
service being held, traditionally called Chrism Mass. It is typicallv a
congregation are encouraged to renew their baptismal p
blessed for their use throughout the next year.

Next, on Good Friday, Western C Iy commemorate

the grief and sorrow at Jesus’ death. Following this, passages are read
or chanted, and a series of prayers is said for all the different sections
of the Christian Church. Next is the Adoration of the Cross, in which
the crucifix is displayed to the congregation, who venerate it by Hot cro
bowing to it or kissing its base while hymns are sung. Lastly, firs 7
there is Holy Communion, in which the Eucharist consecrated

on the eve of Maundy Thursday is served to the crowd. Among Protestarit «is
strict structure to services but instead a variety of local customs that simila:!
and express Christians’ grief at the event. In the Anglican Church, servicos -
ones, while in the Lutheran Church followers typically abstain f=..> "+

Finally, there is Holy Saturday, the day befo
more stripped-back affair. Churches tv.

_sthe next morning, but some key elements are practlsed th
he lighting of the Paschal Candle, which represents the light of
co®iues to burn throughout the rest of the Easter season. Once the candis
church while prayers and blessings are spoken in a call-and-response fashi
congregation.
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The Easter Vigil also sees the renewal of baptismal vows by the congregatic: i :
sermons and teachings given on the meaning of the resurrection and the cor
world. Finally, most Easter Vigils end with the Eucharist. Once sunrise has ot
Sunday begins: a day of celebration in which Lent fasting and abstin
Easter season, which lasts seven weeks and ends with Pentec
the Holy Spirit upon the disciples. '

Throughout the Western waorld, East

' IIy a bank holiday, a:

However, when we turn to the Eastern churches, we can notice a few maijor
Christmas, the date is significantly later (generally by a week or two but soim
churches still use the Julian, not the Gregorian, calendar. Easter is also mgrs
period of Lent is referred to as Great Lent and there are some significant «
with both. However, at the same time, there are also many liturgical simiiari
whether the two traditions can be easily compared, or whether they exhihit

Beginning with Great Lent, there are a few key aspects which should be :
Western churches it is primarily a period of fasting, it is significantl
the discipline around fasting and abstinence during Lent
occurred to quite the same extent in Eastern ch as, 1

encouraged among followers. A speC|aI service book, called the Lenten ’E’”s’ma
and, gradually, material from this book replaces parts of regular services uiii
during liturgies. During the week, the Eucharist is also not given, as it is @ joy
focus on penitence and repentance that characterises the Great Lent periad,
very different during the Great Lent period, and the hours in which church:
members of the local congregation have the opportunity to engage more fis

One final important difference which should also be mentioned is the cha:
Literally meaning ‘praise the Lord’, it is one of the most common phras#-
Lent period Western churches refrain from uttermg it, for the fo

P
ER

LS in the Gospel of John (11: 1—45) However, the fast partially continus
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Sunday, although at various points the rules are relaxed. For example, o &z
Thursday Eastern Christians are permitted to consume wine and oil. Simiiz
washing of feet is common on this day, and, typically after the final eveniry
churches will change the hangings to black or darker versions to signif:
of the passion (in contrast with the stripping of the altar in W

to 'commemorate the events of the passion but recreate them ina dlstlnct at
the early afternoon Christians gather for the Vespers of Good Friday, whict: «
cross. This is a special service in which, during readings and hymns, the figt
cross in the church, wrapped in a shroud and taken to the altar. At the end =
upon a table to represent the tomb and processed through the streets.

This procession primarily takes place on the Friday night and is a unique sarviss -
Lamentation at the Tomb. Crowds will gather around the body prior to ths ;
series of lamentations between readings of Psalm 119 by the clergy. Afte
outside of the church before being returned to the tomb. Althoush

large role here, and every church follows different practi

proclalms the resurrection of Chrlst At this point, the Paschal Candle is it an
their candles from the flame. After this, the priest leads a procession arout
for the beginning of the divine liturgy. This marks an important point in ths
to each other the Paschal Greeting, which involves one person saying ‘Christ
“Truly he is risen!’. Furthermore, the service becomes much more jubilant, w
usual liturgical proceedings.

Overall, the emphasis after the proclamation is on joy and exuberance a% ¢
Lent is broken, and throughout Easter Sunday people will feast in celeb
Sunday begins is regarded by Eastern Christians as one continuz.- ( «
possible, giving Paschal services, and there are generally...ii
Sunday is perhaps of greater significance in East:;;
before it, and is often a very colourful
accordmgly often very elabo‘

celebrations. However, through examining how Western and Eastern chus
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and resurrection of lesus in different ways, we can see the stark diversity in £
In many ways, this diversity mirrors the variations both in baptismal practi
have analysed throughout this theme, and once again we can question o v
truly the same celebration throughout the Christian faith. If both the<»
on divergent elements of faith and require different rituals. is
the Gospels themselves? ‘

This is a difficult question to answer _Juson one’s willingness &

At the same time, we can see clear differences between the Eastern and s
greater premium on the importance of fasting and abstinence before majar
and celebrations eschew much of the excessive festivities that are often asss
Western world. It is thus a common observation that both Christmas and &
countries are a much less secularised and commercial affair. However, the
celebration, particularly around the feasts that accompany Christmas Day ax
Eastern churches’ traditions as austere or demanding is equally unfair. Inst
emphasis on the importance of individual spiritual growth around key fest:

Conversely, Western churches often focus on the import
a more individualistic approach. Thisis not to s :
reflection, but typically the demands on Ck;
decorations play a more central r;:

Quick Quiz
Give two differences between infant baptism and believer’s baptisiv.
Who did Zwingli defend the practice of infant baptism against?
What is transubstantiation?
What is consubstantiation?
What is memorialism?
What is Advent?
What is Epiphany?
Why do the Eastern and Western churches hold festivals on differ

O NV A WNRE
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ANSWERS TO ACT

Theme | Activity
How would you harmonise the birth narratives? Write
Luke. What would you leave out (if anythin :

This activity is designed to g

Theme 2 Activity
How would you reinvent God if you had the choice? Write down five diffsien:
believe would help describe him, and list your reasons why.

a large number of terms, models and metaphors that suit God depending
people today. Basic ideas might be familial in nature (e.g. mother/brother,
abstract (ruler/queen/friend).

Theme 3 (AS) / Theme 2 (A Level) Activity
Research your local church and note down the:
throughout this section, compare t!
whether they cohere!

gcstudents to think about how the Church opsr
. Depending on the size of the church, there wili b
service and outreach, and students can hopefully get a sense of i+

Theme 4 Activity
Read the account of Jesus’ baptism in all the Gospels (Matthew 3:13-17, #4:
1:29-34). On reflection, note down three key aspects of this account that v
modern-day baptismal practice and compare to the ideas you study throug!

This activity is designed to get students thinking about the scriptural foun:
often-overlooked part of the discussion around the need for infant baptis:
about whether other theological ideas should play a greater part in m
be true to the way lesus himself was baptised.
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ANSWERS TO QUICK

Theme | Quick Quiz

1. Redaction criticism is a critical method of blbllcal stu
shaped their text according to their theolog: ‘

2. Harmonisation is the process of co

3. Matthew and Luke prowde

Demythologisati

aspects of t

d employed by Rudolf Bultmarn w

rical and theological elements.

theologlcal model which holds that Jesus at tims

Zawnself of his divine nature.

e | judgement is the judgement of all humanity at once, typicaiky ti

We=oming. Particular judgement is the individual judgement of a human &
their death.

7. Psalms gives a number of hymns, songs, laments and verses primarily :i:

8. Dominion is a Christian concept found in Genesis which holds that hurs
rule over the natural world and use it how they wish.

Theme 2 Quick Quiz

1. Immutability is the quality of being impervious to, or unable to underga, i
the quality of not being able to experience pain or pleasure. The for
but not the other way around.

2. Reimaging means creating new models and metaph
male-focused terms used to describe God.

3. Moltmann wishes to say that God i<.n:

it is of his own volition. God

forces of evil in the world.

7. Anselm’s satisfaction model focuses on how the atonement was necass
honour owed by humanity to God.

8. The moral example model of atonement facuses on how Christ’s death is s
sacrifice that inspires human beings to reconcile themselves with God.

Theme 3 (AS) / Theme 2 (A Level) Quick Quiz
1. Sola fide is the view that justification comes by faith alone.
2. Luther argues that the Epistle of James is antilegomena.

3. Covenantal nominismis E P Sanders' view that justificz*ic

enemies and pray for those who persecute you
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Theme 4 Quick Buiz

1. Infant baptism is on children and generally involves aspersion, whereas bai
more commonly involves immersion.

2. Zwangli defended the practice of infant baptism against Anabz

3. Transubstantiation is the belief that the bread and '
the body and blood of Christ at the moment of

4. Consubstantiation is the belief that at
alongside the bread and wi

5. Memorialism is the k2
bread and w

5 arist only symbolise the body and bioo:

‘ sreceding Christmas when Western Christians begi
ati 1 tmas.

ny is the holiday succeeding Christmas when Western Christian:

8 The Eastern and Western churches hold festivals on different dates as t
dating of the Gregorian calendar, whereas the Eastern churches use th fi:
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