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Teacher’s Introduction

The revision summaries in this series are designed to support your students as they study the AS / A Level Year 1
Edexcel Religious Studies specification, and have been designed to cover the major themes and concepts of each
topic point accordingly. This revision summary supports the AS / A Level Year One Paper 2: Religion and Ethics
part of the specification.

All students, whether they are academically strong, average or weak, can

benefit from a concise and clearly explained set of notes to revise from,
both as they work through the Edexcel course and when preparing for their
end-of-course exams. It is recommended, therefore, that students be given
each relevant summary after learning a topic so that they can clearly
understand the summaries and refer back to them when needed. However,
the summaries can also function well as a pack given to students in the run-

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

up to their exams.

Each topic follows a set structure detailed below:

v
v

Glossary: A clear list of important terminology students need to know when studying the topic.

Overview: A look at the major themes of the topic, with a brief introduction to the major points of discussion
and disagreement.

Key Points: The main body of the summaries for each topic, providing a clear and concise set of notes that
help students support their own knowledge and understanding of the topic.

Key Figures: An important overview of any major philosophical or theological figures students are required
to know.

Key Texts: A set of notes around any important theological or biblical texts students may require background
information about and understanding of.

Student Checklist: A helpful guide to what students need to know by the end of the revision summary and a
way to check their understanding and progress through a particular topic.

! Note: The checklist is presented in question format and these questions would be ideal to set for
homework or revision so that students can build the skills they need in order to progress to longer
exam-style questions.

Exam-style Question: A practice essay question with helpful assessment objectives, complete with levelled
mark schemes and indicative content at the end of the resource. These are useful for students approaching
their end-of-year exams or wishing to improve their essay technique on a particular topic.

Year Two Considerations: These have been added where appropriate to support the transition from A Level
Year 1 to A Level Year 2 as well as giving further information to those who wish to stretch and challenge.

NB Depending on the figures studied and the required reading, not all topics will have a Key Figures or Key Texts section.

This structure clearly ensures students have not only a grasp of the key themes of each topic, but also a way to
understand their place within the specification as a whole. Students who may have missed lessons or not made
detailed notes may benefit greatly from these revision summaries, especially in helping their recollection of key
topics closer to their end-of-course exams.

September 2019

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel RS: Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 1 of 44 © ZigZag Education, 2019



Topic One: Significant Concepts in Is
Religion and Ethics
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1.1 Environmental Issu

Overview
The environment is changing at a rapid rate — the vast majority

that rapid climate change is a real and concerning phenomenon. Therefore, ma
have developed differing ethical approaches to the environment and conservat

Important aspects of this issue include animal welf~ ability, waste man
se issues.

General 1

»  Environmental issues have become central to public discussion, and resulta

»  Even within the UK increased awareness regarding environmental issues (a
towards these issues) has seen great change in recent years. This can be se
practising a vegan or vegetarian lifestyle, as this is considered to be more s
consumption of animal products.

» This change can also be observed globally. For example, 2015 saw approxi
Agreement at the UN (United Nations) Conference on Climate Change. This
climate change actions, including the commitment to keep global temperat

» ltalso committed to attempt to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases b
the agreement.

»  One key theme that occurs throughout discussion of environmental issues i
religious idea that the world is a gift from God and that p=ople should look
the next generation in a better or the same con “ ich they receive

Animal Welfare and Protec*

» There are various differz
regarding whet

ons regarding animal welfare and pr
. g meat is ethical to the testing of products o
sdng of meat requires animals to be bred and raised and

general it is seen as more acceptable to test on animals for medical purpos
whereas cosmetic reasons are viewed as being superfluous.

Sustainability

»  Sustainability is the proper use of the Earth’s resources by human beings in
resources, ensuring the durability of said resources.

» Many parts of modern living involve a heavy use of elements such as fossil f
emit gases which harm the environment. Because we burn quite a lot of th
which is not sustainable. This is something which is attempted to be curbe
renewable energy (i.e. things such as wind and solar powzr).

»  There has also been intentional development of aces as these can
emissions being made and also trees ¢ uie in removing harmf

While inftiatives such as focusing on recycling and composting what waste
solving this problem, the amount of waste generated remains a big issue fo
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Climate Change

» The UK Met Office defines climate change as the ‘large-scale, long-term sh
or average temperatures’.

»  Climate change can be seen in a number of phenomena within nature. Th
Antarctic are melting, leading to a rise in sea levels. The weather is also in
to an increase of rainfall (and a decrease in some areas) and the increase o
blizzards and storms. |

» These changes have had negative impact an and non-human
beings can lose their lives in freak g ons.

Christian Sacw

> Both are rooted in the ideas of dominion and stewardship.

»  Christians believe that they have been given a special
responsibility from God, according to verses in the Bible
such as Genesis 1:28-29.

»  Christians believe that God created the world and that it was good, and he
responsibility to care and rule over that creation. They believe that huma
the power to rule over creation. Therefore, we have the responsibility to

» This is a central point regarding the Christian attitude towards environmen

»  From these two ideas come two divergent approaches:

o  Firstly, the vast majority interpret this as humans needing to intentio
o Secondly, a minority interprets this as being able to do what they wis

Sccular Approaches to These Issucs
»  Many non-religious people largely agree tha
and that of an animal.

» Forexample, a secular ar
is unjust for one

o difference betwe

mal welfare is speciesism, as posit
siven biased treatment over another.
gs having priority over, say, pigs, is immoral.

» Deep ecology is a viewpoint developed by Arne Naess. It is an ecological m
viewed as having intrinsic value.

» This is juxtaposed with views such as shallow ecology, which posits that th

» Naess set eight principles for environmental ethics and policy according to

» In this viewpoint he argues that there is no situation in which human bein
environment — even if it is in service of their ‘vital needs’.

» Instead, he argues that changes should be made to the way in which huma
simpler lives, using less technology).

» Healso said the population of the world would have to decrease.

Sccular Shallow Ecology
»  The direct opposite to deep ecology is secu
» Itis also known as conservatio
» ltis probably the mos ar form of discourse about climate ¢
that the efforts . of the planet should happen because it is
>  For ex¢gs . , our well-being and the future of our species and
tion of the planet giving us a home which we are able to li
Protecting the environment is in the interest of human beings and it is onl
look after the planet.

ar
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The Gaia Hypothesis
» The Gaia hypothesis was developed by James Lovelock. Itis a theory based
around us. It can be seen to be an environment which has provided the pe
Elements are complementary and work in such a way as to facilitate life. T
evidence of a self-regulating system. The way in which so many elements (
and evolve together is considered evidence of this.

Lovelock uses the moniker ‘Gaia’ {Greek deity perso
Despite being a secular environmentalist t
Interestingly, it opposes Darwnmst e
developer of organisms
» However, Lovelock.l:

fgthe Earth).
ras the world as be
ory because it believes

Y YV V¥

i d in his latest book The Revenge of Gaia

rate change as contracting his self-regulating worl

Analysis: nsths and Weaknesses of Christian Stewards

Strengths:

»  Christianity is one of the biggest religions in the world, meaning that it is fa
environmental charities to raise a lot of money and utilise many volunteers
and raising awareness.

»  The concern within Christianity for the ‘least of these’ (those living in pove
missions are focused on these groups. Such groups are often disproportio
environmental issues.

Weaknesses:

» Some secular ecologists argue that because Christians view the world as ha
intrinsic value they miss the deeper value of the world.

»  The Christian ideas about the consequences of poor environmental manag

means that it is anthropocentric.
»  Some secular thinkers, such as Lyn
Christianity and this is a maj

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

»  Shallow¥ gy is very practical and it appeals to both human experience

» It does not rely on the presumption of God’s existence.

» It has been proven that taking action now to stop climate change from gett
financial gain for future generations, e.g. the building of the Thames Barrie

Weaknesses:
»  This approach gives no intrinsic value to the Earth so is subject to the same

Key Figures COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

] Lovelock
» James Lovelock is a scientist and an enwronmentahst
» Heisresponsible for positing the theory of the i

A Naxss

» Arne Naess wasa N y
» Heisbestz esponsible for positing the idea of deep ecolog

ig

Qg
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Gaia: A New Look at Life on Earth

»  Published in 1979, this was the text in which James Lovelock put forward h
and the self-sustaining nature of the earth.
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Student Checklist

No Idea Some Good

?
What Do | Know? ® Idea® | Idea ©

What is climate change?

What is anirn;zs

What is sustainability?

What is waste management?

What is stewardship?

What is deep ecology?

What is shallow ecology?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

What is th

What is the viewpoint of
J Lovelock?

What is the viewpoint of

A Naess?
What are the strengths of the COPYRIGHT
Christian approach? PROTECTED

What are the weaknesses of
the Christian approach?

ig

Qg
Education

What are the weaknesses of
the secular approach?

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel RS: Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 6




1.2 Equality

Equality is the state of all groups and demographics being the

opportunities. Historically, there are some specific groups which have been disa

Examples of groups which have struggled with achievin
minorities, and people with disabilities. It is also i
communities to these people, as well as loc!:ii

making change. :

PI treatment in soc
amine the resp

General Points

»  Equality is the notion that individuals, regardless of their demographic, sho
opportunities and status within society.

»  Equal opportunities is an important part of law in the UK, including such leg

» Some inequalities have historically and religiously been considered to be ju
these issues have changed throughout time.

Chiristian Concepts of Gender Equality

»  Within Christianity, the issue of gender equality surrounding gender roles i
(e.g. ordination) has been controversial, especially within the last 100 year
enable women to become ordained.

»  The Bible has specific teachings on the roles of men and ?romen. For exam
and women are both considered to be equal in th, God. Galatians
which teaches that all people (regardl re equal.

» However, there are some verses.: e that suggest specific roles

Genesis 2:18 teaches t ‘ t woman) was created in order to be

woman in the role , d, rather than an equal, to men.

which take these roles and apply them to their lives

iy uiverfull Movement within Christianity (largely within the s

traditional gender roles within their homes, families and societies.

» However, this is not the case among all Christian communities.

»  Many put forward the idea that women played a huge role in the New Test
accompanied by women (despite no women becoming apostles) and impo
Magdalene played large parts in his story. Women discovered the resurrec
give a group whose importance is considered secondary.

Chiristian Concepts of Racial Equality

»  There are multiple verses within the Bible which emphasise the idea that a
under God.

»  One of the more famous examples is the parable of the G ?d Samaritan. Th
of racist attitudes as it would likely have challenged a 2judices in the con

»  ltis no surprise then that the teachings of Je. ere foundational t
Luther King Jr to his fight against raciuii. ithin the United States.

» However, there are som: Ihg passages within the Old Testam

passages on how s treated. Surely showing how slaves sho

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel RS: Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 7
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Chiristian Concepts of Disability Equality

e

>

Sccular C#icepts of Equality

Key Figures

There is considerable time given in the Bible, specifically the New Testamen
specifically the healing of disabilities (e.g. blindness/deafness).
A large chunk of the miracles of Jesus involve healing of the deaf, blind or la
as the healing as Bethesda.

This clearly established Jesus as being a healer.
However, while considered largely to be a good
the modern view of disability. Many peorl|

any Christians, t
lities do not want pi

as something which needs to be want to be respected the
The demand is for autone rlghts not a miraculous cure.
However, many hampioned not only the rights but the aid

Secular concepts of equality are harder to gauge as there is not necessarily a

Generally speaking, there are various different approaches towards equalit

are as follows:

1.  Strict (or simple) equality: Everyone has the same amount of goods/m

2. Equality of need: Rooted in the ideas of Karl Marx, this is the view that
be allocated according to abilities and needs. It is believe that equality
the needs of individuals. Those who have the greater need of resource
extra/specialised care) should be provided these resources.

3. Equality of desert: This is a meritocratic allocation of goods, i.e. goods/
based on how much an individual deserves them, so those who put in
the most goods/money/resources.

Martin Luther King Jr

» Rev Dr Martin Lut " a famed leader of the civil rights moveme
the tweg specifically, he was known for his pacifist approach

» Hewal ed minister and an outspoken Christian. It is believed that
strategy™ on-violent resistance to the discrimination and prejudice which
society at the time.

» He was known for peaceful protests such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott o

Joni Eareckson Tada

>

>
>

Peace Prize for his efforts, but was assassinated in 1968.

Joni Eareckson Tada is a Christian and disability activist who was paralysed
17; she has since devoted her life to charity and disability activism.

In her books and lectures, Tada confronts suffering and posits her theodicy.
Tada argues that God permits suffering because it draws us closer to God.
need for Christ in our lives.

She states that disabled people demonstrate to
by faith. Hence, it is vital for disabled peon

i

nt‘:::””égral part of the C

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel RS: Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 8
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No Idea
®

What is equality?

What is the Christian approach to
gender equality?

What is racial equality?

What is the Christian approach to
racial equality?

What is disability equality?

disability equality?

What is the secular approach to
disability equality?

What is the importance of Rev Martin
Luther King Ir?

What is the importance of Joni
Eareckson Tada?

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel RS: Paper 2: Religion and Ethics
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Practice Exam-style Questio

If you are sitting the AS assessment for this course, please answer ques
A Level exam, please answer question 2.

1. Explore religious perspectives on environment:

HINTS

In your answer yo
»  exhibit :

“comprehension of differing beliefs, including
which environmental issues are pressing to the mode

y ideas of stewardship and dominion

ey responses as o result of these views

2. Clarify the thoughts put forward by Joni Eareckson Tada in the bel
excerpt in your answer.

Many people in the throes of suffering, disappointment, and despair, feel ur
circumstances. They see no hope beyond their day to-day drudgery of disabi

families place themselves under the shower of God's mercy, suddenly the cle
hope, life, and even joy beyond their suffering.

HINTS

In your answer you should:

» exhibit awareness and ~ differing beliefs, including

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Topic Two: A Study of Three Ethi

ilitarianism Ethical system based on the premise tha

atest numbe
o

ility Principle

Philosopher and founder of utilitarian

| 1 eloped cl

1

ti

| shift i e e

alues to more liberal progressive valu

A form of Christian ethical thinki

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

The individual whose work heavily influ

ethics.

ortionalis natural law C COPYRIGHT

have proportional reason to do so. PROTECTED

pli

imary Precepts
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2.1 Utilitarianism

Utilitarianism is an ethical theory developed by Jeremy Benth
form of ethics. While Bentham was the first 1o develop the theory, it has since
Generally speaking, there are two forms of utilitarianism — act utilitarianism a
utilitarianism is commonly associated with Bentham, where< ule utilitarianism
Stuart Mill. ; :

Key Points

General _

»  Utilitari\§ is a modern form of secular ethics, although it is not totally
sphere. Itis centred on the key ideas of happiness/pleasure and pain. Itw
Bentham, but further developed by John Stuart Mill and others.

» Utilitarianism is also a form of teleological ethics as this is a form of ethics
the consequence of an action.

»  Classical utilitarianism was born as a result of, and influenced by, the Enlig
Enlightenment was a cultural and intellectual movement in the late sevent
saw a shift from understanding morality as being from solely the source of
of open dialogue surrounding ethical conduct. Other cultural factors inclu

» Itis based firmly in the idea of the greatest happiness for the greatest num

»  One useful way to explain and engage with the ideas of utilitarianism is by
is a hypothetical dilemma which asks whether it is better to allow a trolley
use the lever to switch the tracks and only kill one person. No action would
but taking action to save those five would involve in hally causing the

»  Itis a situationalist and consequentialist met! } _nkmg which means
the situation and it lays emphasis or f the situation. It can
different courses of actio ered equally valid in relation to th

, Y Bentham’s Act Utilitarianism

eveloped utilitarianism in his 1789 work The Principles of M

W torward many key concepts of his ethical theory.

» At the very foundation of utilitarian ethics is the concept of pain and pleas
considered a synonym for pleasure).

» Bentham is arguing that being ruled by pain and pleasure is just the way h
the matter; we must seek pleasure, and we must avoid pain.

»  The utility principle is the means by which this is communicated within Be

» Having made this claim about human nature (such claims are sometimes ¢
describe how things are), Bentham goes on to make his normative claim (h
ought to be). This is the principle of utility which states:
When faced with an ethical decision, we should choose the course of actio
minimises pain for the greatest number of people.

» This is considered to be a hedonistic theory as it foc
calculus, the calculation for how an act will be<t

pleasure, whic
_atility principle.

Measure of Happiness Definition

1 | Intensity intense or weak the happiness is

2 How long the happiness will last for

3 How likely or unlikely the happiness is to occu
4 Remoteness | How near or remote in time the happiness is
5 | Fecundity/Richness How likely or unlikely the happiness is to reoc
6 | Purity How free from pain the happiness is

7

Extent How far the happiness will reach

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel RS: Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 1
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Social, Political, and Cultural Influences

»  Utilitarianism was founded by Bentham in the late 1700s; however, the ide
has been around since Aristotle’s eudemonia.

» At this point in time there was a huge cultural shift happening post-Enlight

been invented, revolutionising the way in which people communicated ide

distributing ideas were for the masses, no longer just the educated elite.

>

»  For Bentham, all pleasures were in a sense equal; it was simply a case of qu
»  Mill, on the other hand, is much more concerned with the quality of pleasu
» One way to describe the difference between the two theories is the old ad

»  Mill differentiates between different kinds of pleasures as result, positing t

pleasures:
o Higher pleasures: Pleasures which help people to reach their full intell
o Lower pleasures: Pleasures which fulfil the base, instinctual wants of
»  Examples of higher pleasures include philosophy and academics, while low
food and sex.
»  Mill argued that happiness was ‘much too complex and indefinite’ to be ca
»  Therefore, he thought rules should be developed which guide moral agents
» Theserules would be developed through trlal and ~ ror, rather than

‘do not fle and ‘do not hit’.
Followed en masse by every

here is that of the actions of the Nazis in Second World War Germany —un
benefited the majority this could theoretically be justified. The ‘harm princ
that this cannot be.

Other Forms: Preference, Negative and local Vtilitarianism
» There are a few other (although less popular) forms of utilitarianism. Thes
o Preference utilitarianism — this is a form of utilitarianism put forward
forward the idea that a better end would be the fulfilment of preferen

pain or pleasure.

o Negative utilitarianism — This form of utilitarianism lays emphasis on
course of action would be to create the minim unt of suffering.
rule utilitarianism; however, it differs in * : s is not consider
of suffering. It was posited by Nini :

o ldeal utlhtarlamsm T forward by Hastings Rashdall in
utllltanamsm at it does not view happiness as an end

iimisation of the moral ideals here is considered to

=
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Application of the Theory in Historical and Contemporary £

» The introduction of vaccinations for various diseases can be considered an
utilitarianism.

» It provided the general public with a health service, preventing children fro
previously have killed or paralysed them (e.g. polio).

»  Some individuals in Britain opposed these introductions on the basis of diffe
true utilitarian fashion these parents were give t option, meaning
to the majority, creating happiness for thos ren were no longer

Strengths:

»  Appea] nse within human beings that what is good can be eq

» The he! alculus gives a guide on how to apply the utility principle furthe
in real-world application.

»  The hedonic calculus is fairly thorough, making this ethical theory fairly user-f

» It appeals to our sense of fair considerations — the ‘majority rules’ method is
as the best way to run groups (e.g. politics).

Weaknesses:

»  The hedonic calculus, while useful, is an attempt to quantify happiness. This
of happiness does not constitute a quantification.

»  Some situations might result in conflicting happiness; how then should this b
50/50 split?

» Itcould, as pointed out, be used to justify hugely immoral acts as long as it se
e.g. the actions of the Nazis in the Second World War.

Analysis: Strengths and Weaknesses of R
Strengths:
It removes the issue of justification,
It has a slightly longer, more
than SImply aone-r

| he name of the benefit of
ethod of working out what is right
as ethical dilemmas are never usually simple
wer pleasures removes potential for the animalistic
ywas an issue with act utilitarianism.

any of the strengths of act utilitarianism — including the recogni
towards which people should work.

However, it also recognises that we have a strong internal conviction that an
because it produces happiness — other principles are also important and need

It mamt i

Lt 4

Y V. YV VYV
—
>
@
g
4

Weaknesses:

»  People have questioned the fact that there is no guidance about how moral a
distinguish between higher and lower pleasures. Mill does not provide a way
although any such categorisation would presumably be subjective.

»  Theintroduction of more regulated utilitarianism (e.g. the ‘harm principle’ an
some of the benefits of situationalism and consequentialism. Situationalism i
vary depending on the context, and consequentialism is theg idea that what is
outcome of the choice.

»  There is the difficulty of knowing when rule n order to achiev
for the greatest number of people. T ‘need for lengthy analysis

removed —simply shtfted

vein — it IS 1argely regarded as being too hard to actually make a choice, as pre
people and, therefore, a majority happiness is too difficult to achieve.

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel RS: Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 1
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Key Figures

Jeremy Bentham

» Bentham was a British philosopher, juror and writer who posited the theory
the belief that the most ethical action is the one which posits the principle of
most ethical thing achieves the highest amount of happmp§s for the greatest

» Bentham was an atheist and developed an ethic ich was removed
for belief in God.

»  Bentham developed what is kno
goodness which w:ll be de

» Healso develo

ic calculus. This is a method

utility, discussed below, which is the basis for

Godson of Bentham, John Stuart Mill was the founder of act utilitarianism.
» He was raised on utilitarian ideals but published his own version of utilitariani
considered to solve some of the issues left by Bentham’s formulation of the e
»  Tothe theory, he contributed the development of the principle of utility to co
principle’ as well as adding in the idea that pleasures should be measured by t
guantity which they create.

Key Texts

The Principles of Morals and Legislation, ) Bentham, 1789
»  In this text Jeremy Bentham put forward his ethical theory of utilitarianism.
» Itwas considered to be, and still is considered to be, an important work refle

morals of the time in which he lived. .

Utilitarianism, | S Mill, 1863
»  This work was heavily influen,
own version of uti ’

rk of Bentham; however, in this w
now termed rule utilitarianism.
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Student Checklist

What Do | Know?

No
Idea

Some
Idea

Good
Idea

What is act utilitarianism?

What is the import

What is the utility principle?

What is the hedonic calculus?

What is rule utilitarianism?

Who posited this theory?

What is the difference between higher
and lower pleasures?

What is an example of a higher
pleasure?

What is an'egl e of a lower pleasure?

What is the ‘harm principle’?

How does rule utilitarianism attempt to
improve on act utilitarianism?

What are the strengths of utilitarianism?

What are the weaknesses of
utilitarianism?
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2.2 Situation Ethics

Overview  mumm— —— . —
Situation ethics is a Christian ethical system which began its life in

but in its most well-known form it was developed by Joseph Fletcher. Situation et

i
1 means ‘end’ or ¢
odels which are fo
cs, suggestfing that an act
orisidered to be good.

The word ‘teleological’ comes from the Greek root fe'..
models which are considered to be teleologic
of the moral choice. They are a form of
towards the end goal of somethi

Within situcig
love. It on
love, then iv

goal is agape. This is a Christian idea about lov
nc.pre that Fletcher argues moral actions should be taken. If a
e said fo be moral.

Key Points

General Points
» Joseph Fletcher wrote about situation ethics after ] A T Robinson, whose i
about agape and Christian situationalism preceded those of Fletcher.

» Situationalism is a form of ethics that posits that the correct ethical action

depending on the situation. Situation ethics is, therefore, a form of situati
»  Fletcher wrote about this theory in his book Situation Ethics (1966).
»  Unlike some more conservative elements of the Church, Fletcher believed
social change occurring at the time of his writing of his text (and ethical th
meant that the Church needed to reconsider how.
»  Equally, however, he did not think a life unc
was needed instead was a marri :
make it fit for a world ver,
needed was a si

»  Situatiorethics is a moral relativist form of ethical thought as it posits that
situation differs depending on the situation; morality in this case is not fix
when compared to traditionally Christian viewpoints of ethical practice, su

» Itis a consequentialist theory of ethical practice as it is dependent on the co
than adhering to principles which govern actions regardless of the outcome
most loving outcome; the emphasis on the outcome being loving is what ma

The New Morality of the Twentieth Century: Social, Politic
» At the time of the development of situation ethics, there was an increasin
were leaning away from traditional legalistic Christian morality and leanin
»  The backdrop of two consecutive wars (the First and Second World War) h
attitudes and behaviour as a result of the huge h alties experien
shift saw a rejection of traditional absolutist
Second World War, society felt
» Toageneration whose m
between two eq

Wrmed this approach antinomianism, which literally translates fro
» Atthe opposite end of the spectrum are those moral philosophies which h
always be made in accordance with a set of strict rules or commands. Flet
‘legalism’ because, like the legal system, it is concerned with obedience to
» It stems from a changing social move away from traditional, legalistic Christia

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel RS: Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 1
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The Concept of Agape

Biblical Examples of Situationalist Thinking

>

>

Apphcahon of the Theory

Y V VYV

The boss, or ruling, principle of situation ethics is the principle of serving ag
Agape is a particular kind of love — selfless love.
This is the kind of love which is referred to in the Bible in Matthew 22:39 w
Commandment is given — to ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’,

u shall love your neighbour as yo
Matthew 22:39 NRSV

Fletcher argues that there is only one thing that is intrinsically good: agape
This is important as it defines two important points about situation ethics.
The first is that love is the end of all actions. It is an intrinsic, not an instru
is not used in the pursuit of another idea or concept.

It simply is the sole guiding purpose behind all actions a person makes.
The second point is that identifying this form of love as an end in itself allo
love people who stand against their own ethical principles or sensibilities.
Therefore, while someone might intensely dislike and disagree with anothe
agape love for them when considering their choices in any ethically difficul

Throughout the Bible, numerous references are madp
it persists as a central theme and guiding fo
of the lewish elders and Pharlsees
Matthew12:1-4 states: ‘At t
hungry and began

y

ute the consecrated bread-which was not Iawful forthem to d
The above example includes an account of Jesus encouraging a more relax

In his own work Situation Ethics, Fletcher used various examples in order to
theory is that of abortion.

This is the medical termination of a pregnancy.

This was illegal until 1967 in the UK, and remains a controversial topic and
Traditionally Christian teaching had held that, because Christians considere
therefore, in possession of sanctity of life, abortion was immoral.
Fletcher, however, used the principle of agape to argue that in certain situ
himself is in the case of a young victim of rape who hac jllen pregnant by
to do would be to allow a termination.
Within the realm of medical ethics thi
euthanasia, it can be argued “
considerable amou

ded to other issues, e.g
stioving thing to do in a situation wi
be to allow them to die. This would giv
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Strengths and Weaknesses
Strengths:

>

»  Itisin keeping with Jesus’ biblical rejection of legalism, as seen in the Bible
12:1-4). Jesus’ teachings are, to some Christians.} st important part
more attention to.

» It provides flexibility and responsihi ' at individual moral agen
choices rather than simp i b

»  Agape is widel e desirable, even by those who are not Chri
love is nd it is, therefore, easy to understand why people

Weaknesses:’

»  Situation ethics has received a fair amount of criticism from those within th

»  For example, Pope Pius XlI criticised it as he considered it to be encouragin
he emphasised natural moral law (discussed in section 2.2) as the better m

» Jesus condemned some actions as always wrong, meaning that while he di
also very clear that on some moral issues there is a black and white right a

» Peter Vardy argues that situation ethics confuses agape and gives a lack of
with the extra help given by Fletcher, it is not wholly useful as a form of et
misconstrued, he argues, as sometimes it could be seen that the most lovin
Agape is not simply serving the wants of others, which situation ethics can

» It could also be argued to be easily abused to get what individuals want rat
flexibility of the system leaving too much leeway for misuse.

» Barclay argues that it creates dangers of moral mistakes zind harm. This is
vague.

»  Therefore, Barclay argues it could leav
their own interests under th
the way of laying out 2
opposits .

> L T

It responded to social and moral change of the time, which has continued t
as time has gone on. This means that situation ethics has been, and will co
system for Christians seeking a more flexible form of ethical conduct.

However, even with these principles it is still quite difficult to find one gen

Year 2 Considerations

Application of situation ethics to modern issues: Medical ethics

Situation ethics allowed Christians to have a more liberal, situational app
While it has traditionally been held by the Church that euthanasia is wron
forbidden within the Bible in Exodus 20:15), situation ethicists would be a
case-by-case basis.

If in the instance of one individual, it could be conside gd to be the most
to end their suffering, then this would best serve ‘and is, therefore,
permissible.
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Key Figures

Joseph Fletcher

» Joseph Fletcher developed Robinson’s ideas as he too felt that Christian eth
flexible approach.

> In his works, he developed the idea of agape which w

> Fletcher’s approach towards Christian situatior ¢
legalistic ethics and antinominalism._ .

] A T Robinson

g}rst discussed by J
,.0sed as a midway

more flexible.
His ideas centred around the Bible verse Matthew 22:39, which is where Jes
Greatest Commandment to love your neighbour as yourself.

>
>
>

Student Checklist

No Idea Some Good
What Do | Know? ® Idea Idea
® ©

What is situation ethics?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Q
What is ag —11

What is antinomianism?

What is situationalism?
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What is legalism?
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2.3 Natural Moral Law

First posited by St Thomas Aquinas, natural law is a theory bas

and reason. When formulating natural law, Aquinas relied on the twin pillars o
accepted that the Bible did not give specific rulings regarding certain situations
writing (thirteenth century) people were encountering p 's which were not
Therefore, someone needed to develop a woy to

Enter, Aquinas and his natural law.

» Natural law is a form of deontological ethics, which means it is an ethical th

» Deontological ethics can be religious if it is believed that the rules originate
revelation from God.

» He reasoned that all humans have a natural purpose towards which God w
or telos, will bring humans into unity and fellowship with God and enable t
human potential.

»  Strands of Aquinas’s theory can be seen in early development of ethical tho
and St Augustine’s idea that the natural state of humans is that of before th

»  The first formal formulation of natural moral theory is put forward by St Th
Summa Theologica.

» Aquinas divided his ideas into precepts, of which there are three kinds — the |
avoid what is evil), the primary precepts and the second gy precepts.

»  The primary precepts are set rules derived from & nd from them,

» Importantly, this is both a legalistic fo atist form of ethical ¢

» ltis legalistic in that it contams as tive laws, and is absolutist i
to at all times accordin

Biblical . Foundations

> wo sources Aquinas believed that humans could use to understan

humanity: the Bible and the world and reason.

» The laws of the Bible have influenced Aquinas’s thinking as he believed it t
pillars of morality. As a Christian thinker, he believed that the Bible (God’s
teaching and, therefore, it is on this basis that he developed his ethical the

» He was also influenced by classical thinkers such as Aristotle, whose idea o
influenced Aquinas’s formulation of his theory of purpose.

Key Precept

» At the heart of natural law theory is a single, uncontroversial moral princip
that we should aim to do good and to avoid

Primary Precepts
»  Aquinas believed that through reason, the
‘primary precepts’ that formed tho @
himself, it is clear that he

llowing five rules were the most si

o fto preserve lif

o)

o

le) s

o to create an orderly, harmonious society

» These rules are absolute, and to disobey them is always to do wrong.
»  This shows that this is an absolutist form of ethics.
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Sccondary Precepts

e

>

Contemporary Adaptations

e

>

Y VYV V¥V

Strengths and Weaknesses
Strengths

e

» It gives objective mc: which is not ambiguous. This makes it fai

>

> -
precept of the upholding of the preservation of life is found in most culture

Weaknesses:

»  This theory requires belief in God as it is based on the rules of the Bible, ar
not work for all people — an ethical system based on a God they do not beli
an atheist.

» Modern science has proven that there is a great deal of chaos in the world
issue with Aquinas’s assumption of purpose and order.

» It can be viewed as being too strict on moral principles in ways which othe

From these primary precepts, Aquinas argued that moral rules could be de
decision-making so that humans can fulfil their natural purpose.

Vardy describes these secondary precepts as ‘unpacking’ the primary prece
what they involve and mean for daily decision-making.

The secondary precepts also show us the legalistic character of Aquinas’s e
case of deciding which rule to apply to a given siti:»
For example, from the primary precept of
moral law, has argued for the i :
command in the Ten Co i
Similarly, the C ‘f

holic Church, whos
rtion based on the view tha
U"Yo not murder’.

gues that homosexual sexual acts are imm
ﬁmary precept.

As time has moved on, there has been a noted effort from those who ascri
attempt to adjust natural law theory somewhat.

Bernard Hoose, one such scholar, argued that we should generally follow n
significant reason that would mean it was fair to temporarily set aside thes
Therefore, acts are not inherently or always evil, assuming there is significa
them aside.

This is known as proportionalism.

Proportionalists would hold that in a given situation it becomes clear what
Another such scholar is John Finnis, who put forward his amendments to n
what he termed the Seven Basic Goods which should always be upheld. Th
relationship, recreation, aesthetics, pragmatism (reason), religion.

Natural law is firmly rooted | appeals to common sense, and

situation ethics allows far more flexibility.
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Student Checklist

No Idea Some
What Do | Know? ® Idea

What is the basis of natural law?

Who first p ward natural

law?

On which two foundations is
natural law based?

What is the key precept?

What are the primary precepts?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

ry precepts?

What is proportionalism?
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What is another contemporary
adaptation of natural moral law?

What are the strengths of natural
moral law?
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What are ti knesses of
natural moral law?
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Practice Exam-style Questio

If you are sitting the AS assessment for this course, please answer ques
A Level exam, please answer question 4.

3. Analyse the strengths of situation ethics in ap

HINTS

In your answer you sh
» exhibita

‘ mprehension of differing beliefs, including
_ situation ethics and Joseph Fletcher
& ideas of the principle of agape
oW ey strengths of situation ethics
o key weaknesses of situation ethics
o key strengths of other ethical forms, such as utilitarianism or natur
» evaluate and assess facets of religious approaches and differing idea
and impact

4. Assess the idea that rule utilitarianism is more successful than act
ethical issues.

HINTS

In your answer you should:

»  exhibit awareness and comprehension of dif
o key ideas of rule utilitariani
o key ideas of act utilitaric.

key strengths of r

-4

|

_eliefs, including

: , in relation to act utilitarianism
nitarianism in relation to rule utilitarianism
cets of religious approaches and differing idea
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Topic Three: Application of Ethical T
of Importance

scale conflict b

The absence of w

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

ildlessness e stat re
Peter Vard eologia e
ominia atholic theologian w e Churchne
a wards sexual e itionall e
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3.1 War and Peace

War is the act of conflict between two countries or groups, usu
military or physical action. Usually, it will result in a great deal of suffering an
of people will want to avoid war where possible. Peace is th2 absence of war
countries where individuals are able to live freel '

General
»  Waris & of ongoing violence and conflict considered to be something
want to avoid.
» This is because it causes a huge amount of suffering and pain. War often c
number of human casualties, and those who are left behind feel the emoti
those who gave their lives in the conflict.
»  The vast majority of people accept that war is an unfortunate reality of hu
and believe that it is not the ideal and should only be used as a last resort.
» Religions and ethical systems have different ways of approaching the issue
however, almost all agree that war is not the ideal. Many see it as a neces
and set out limited criteria which justify war, including the just war theory
Christianity. Just war theory was developed in Christian thinking due to th
develop an approach to human conflict which could be considered to be m
» Just war, the most popular religious contribution in the West towards navi
influential and relevant, as it is practiced by many i LJals who do not h

There are'exceptions to this — for example, within the Bible in some instance

as though the narrative suggests God is on one side of the fight (e.g. in the B

»  Some religious texts contain instructions for how to undertake a just war.
example, within Islam, there are the criteria given in the Qur’an for the un
lesser jihad.

»  While not included within the Bible, Christian just war theory is based on b
biblical laws were highly influential in the development of just war theory.
influential to those who practice just war theory.

» ltis also influenced by the thoughts and writings of St Augustine, a Christia

important in Christian tradition.

Just War Theory
» Just war theory is a Christian system of ethic
there are situations in which waging

e

_t ding the idea of justi
e considered the right thi

> t majority of Catholic and Protes
ups who practise pacifism, such as the Reli
> eloped because Christians acknowledge that while

» Just war theory was developed by St Thomas Aquinas; however, the theo
other Christian thinkers, such as Augustine.

»  Throughout just war theory there are clear Christian principles displayed, i
sanctity of life and justice.
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» The principles of just war theory can be broken down as follows:

Principle Meaning Criteria
1. Just cause —war should be waged
2. Declared by a just authority — war
kind of authorlty

The criteria for
ality —war, as a respon
or starti i “proportional to the original injusti
5. Llastresort —war should be only b
solve the crisis have failed.
6. Likelihood of success —there has t
the intended outcomes will be ac
7. Comparative justice — both sides o
considered.
1. Principle of proportionality — the
proportion to the threat posed.
2. Principle of discrimination — those
between civilians and non-civilians
civilians are harmed. There should
or indiscriminate attacks that put ¢
1. Punishment —at the end of a war,
military has committed crimes or
rape) then those responsible shou
be duly punish

Jus ad
bellum

The conduct
required during
Jus in bello war in order for
the war to be
considered just.

ny peace settle
The conditions ‘
for ensuring crimination —the people must
of their rulers.
Compensation — a defeated natio
compensate the victors for the los
war (in both humanitarian and ec
5. Rights vindication — the victors of
rights which were not respected b
such as freedom of religion or fre

Jus post
bellum

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Contemporary Conflict and Just War Theory: The Irag Wa

» Thelraqg War was an armed and prolonged conflict between America and |
in 2011.

» Itis alargely controversial war, causing a huge amount of debate and critic
consider the reason for war to be unjustified and the scale of war to have s
reasonable.

»  The Chilcot Report (published in 2016} examined the Ir=
‘the UK chose to join the invasion of Iraq befo
Military action at that time was not a

»  The Chilcot Report also state ' _ume UK forces left Iraq in 2009, t

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

‘War —and took s
| . .
ul options for di

stated objectives’. 39
»  Furthermg ; llmated that at least 150,000 lram C|V|I|ans d|ed

Qg
Education

was certainly found by the Chilcot Report to not be a last resort. It also did
fulfilling its end.

»  Many Christians were opposed to the Irag War and many protested their g
during the time.
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Analysis of the Success of Just War Theory

e

>

Special Issues Arising from Nuclear War

>

>

Peace and Pacifism

>
>

>

There are issues within just war theory —in theory and in practice. For exa
war theory is that one cannot guarantee one’s enemy is also following a jus
This might lead to a disadvantage and the potential for an unjust side to wi
would be considered bad for humanity.

War is an incredibly complicated issue, with many different facets all comin
politics, strategy, negotiation, weapons develop It could be argu
all is too simple to manage such a complex ic

the theory impractical
Furthermore, he b

lives everpe considered ‘just’?
However, there are strengths to the theory. It appeals to human ideas of r
form of structure to an ethical approach to wars.

It is fairly practical and realistic, dealing with the realities of what one faces
It goes some way to solving ethical issues within war —and just because it d
does not mean that we should simply abandon it. War is difficult —therefo
also be so.

It appeals to many people outside the Christian community also, so it is app
of people.

Nuclear weaponry is a form of weapon of mass destruction which harnesse
a devastating amount of destruction.

The possession of nuclear weapons by a state is
The idea here is that possession of nuc
ideally result in the high likeli
Many religious groups ~

potential for destruction caused is too great a risk to humanity.
However, this argument is relatively impractical in the realm of politics. Th
states who claim to give up their nuclear weapons have actually done so, so
weapons could make a country more vulnerable and pose a national securi

Peace is widely considered to be the ideal — it is the state of harmony witho
Pacifism is a belief system based on the value of peace. Itis the idea that vi
can be taken as an umbrella term for different kinds of pacifism.

There are various different kinds of pacifism. These include absolute pacifis
pacifism and active pacifism.

Absolute pacifism is the belief that violence and
Relative (or selective) pacifism is that w
set of instances.
There are some group
pacifist stance. Fo

This is a practical problem which pacifists may run into — being called to arm
war. However, there are allowances for such beliefs, resulting in conscienti
Many pacifists are known to campaign against wars which they are engage
(or join) lobby groups or stage protests against a government should they d
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»  Many pacifists argue that while war has some advantages (such as technol
see the strides taken in the two world wars of the early twentieth century)
the human cost that occurs during war.

»  Nuclear pacifists are those who hold the belief that all countries should get
totality, resulting in a removal of the threat of nuclear war.

»  Active pacifism is where someone evangelises their pacifist beliefs to other

attempt to convince people in their lives that their i

order to be able to use it to navigate unprecedented moral dec
to be highly influential.

» He developed, among many other theories, the idea of just war theory in h
Theologica.

St Augustine

A fourteenth/fifteenth-century Christian thinker and considered a saint within th

Church, St Augustine of Hippo is responsible for the development of the doctrine

> His ideas about justice and the navigation of conflict were influential on Th
in his development of just war theory.

> This is a pervasive idea which continues to be used in Christian belief and d
this day.

Key Texts

Swumimia Theologica
» Thisisthe textinv
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Student Checklist

No Idea Some Good

What Do | Know? ® Idea Idea

What is war?

What is peg

What is just war theory?

Who put forward just war
theory?

What is jus ad bellum?

What is jus in bello?

What is jus post bellum?

What are the strengths of just
war theory? .

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

How does the Irag War measure
up to just war theory?

What is pacifism?

What is the difference between
absolute pacifism and relative
pacifism?
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What is an example of a group
which practises absolute
pacifism?
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3.2 Sexual Ethics

Sexual ethics are concerned with different kinds of sexual relati
are considered to be acceptable. The main issues relevant to the content of this
premarital and marital sex, contraception and same-sex marziage. There are di
as those with specific religious or secular viewpoints, _divergent views w

Key Points

General

g and/or receiving of intimate pleasure between consenting

> There are laws within the UK regarding the age at which an individual is con
consent to have sex. This is 16 years old at the time of writing.

»  Premarital sex is sex which occurs before a couple have entered into a mari
condemned; however, it is now widely accepted within the UK.

»  Extramarital sex is sexual relationships outside a marriage. This is commonly k

» Heterosexuality is sexual and romantic attraction between people of the op
Homosexuality is a sexual and romantic attraction between people of the s
and a woman or a man and a man. There are many other forms of sexual id
beyond the scope of this resource — but it is important to be aware of this f

»  Contraception is the use of methods or techniques to attempt to reduce th
conception of children as the result of sex. Other uses for contraceptive m
protection from STls or STDs.

Premarital Sex and Promiscuity
» In the modern day, premarital sex is i

British society and is genera
» Those who wait unti

Traditio\s within some ethical and religious systems, such
as Christianity, sex was considered to be restricted to the
context of a marriage between one man and one woman.
» This essentially condemned sexual practices such as
premarital sex, extramarital sex and promiscuity. —/
»  This was because of biblical teachings, such as 1 Thessalonians 4:3—4.
» Many Christians view sex as being an intimate and sacred bond which is des
in marriage, as this is the context by which this kind of expression of love ca
»  Genesis 2:24 teaches that in marriage, via sex, husband and wife become ‘o
» Therefore, the purpose of sex can only be fulfilled in marriage. In this cont
very good thing — something to be celebrated and encouraged. This should
when sex results in the birth of children, considered t blessing from G
Jesus does not speak a great deal about sex,

relatiorXi here people are perhaps choosing to live together rather tha
is one su'ch Christian group.

»  For the Church of England, among other liberal Protestants, sex within a lov
considered to be acceptable.
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Premarital sex outside of a loving, monogamous relationship such as prom
to be a good sexual practice within religious thought. This is when an indi
with a number of others which society might define as being a high numbe
This is largely condemned by most religious groups as they would argue th
designed sex. However, some religious people might emphasise a non-jud
who practise promiscuity.

Some secular groups would consider this to be fin
their cultural and social background.

fver, others may

arital Sex

*

Arguments a

! It increases the r
and it indivi i . transmitted dise
Marriage has become less important in today’s ¢ Judaeo-Christian
society, with more people choosing to cohabit. it as immoral for
There can be loving, committed and stable sex within marri
relationships outside of marriage. society, for child
It is not illegal and is a common occurrence. union of a marri
Religious teaching is not relevant to atheists or ¢ There can be psy
agnostics.

Extramarital Sex

>

Same-sex Relationships and Marriage

e

>
>

>

This is specifically condemned within some religi
Ten Commandments that adultery is conden _A.istians consider sex
and a sacred thing; therefore, t ‘ ne s’spouse is considered a vio
well as a breaking of divi
The vast majcrtt

ople would disagree with extramarital sex (
. xual liaisons outside of the marriage is known and
a marriage can cause a huge amount of emotional pain to
viclation ot trust and loyalty, commonly held to be important values.

Same-sex relationships, also known as homosexual relationships, are sexu
between two people who are of the same gender.

The vast majority of people in the UK consider these relationships to be ac
Homosexuality was decriminalised in 1967, and gay marriage was legalised
homosexuals are now able to legally marry their partners within the Unite
Some people consider homosexuality to be wrong, such as some groups o
biblical teachings.

Jesus did not specifically speak about homosexuality; however there are
Testament which take a condemnatory stance towa /
Verses such as Leviticus 20:13 and 18:22 are =/
homosexuality.

One group of Christians w
teaching, as wei -

However, the Church does emphasise the dignity of homosexuals and that
against. Instead they should be treated like everyone else, with the comp
them by being a human being.

They would argue, however, that engaging in homosexual acts is still consi
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Contraception and Childlessness

>

They would also consider marriage to be a union between a man and a wo
accept homosexual marriage.

However, not all Catholic Christians believe this.

Jack Dominian, psychiatrist and Catholic theologian, believes that sexisa g
Church should be more open and accepting of different sexual practices.
He argues that sex is a person-to-person experience, and that this, instead
emphasised in navigating sexual ethics.
He also believes that too much emphasis h
emphasising that sex has many oth nd creating life (fosterin

them], t¥ this is] the way of life God wills for them’.

Some churches within the UK wili happily marry homosexuai couples; how
refuse based on religious beliefs.

Largely, the secular community has no issue with homosexuality. It is wid

society as it is considered a right to love (and marry) whom you choose, as
consensual.

In terms of law, civil partnerships had been the main option in terms of leg
same-sex couples. This was created in 2004 as an alternative to marriage,

under the law to same-sex couples. 2014 saw the legalisation of same-sex
legal rulings intended to broaden the ability of all people (including opposi
partnership should they not wish to marry.

There are a variety of different kinds of contracer?! : uding barrier m
hormonal methods (such as the pill)
In some ethical thought, contra
of contraception is consic

natural law. the

< ns ered to be immoral. For ex
demned. This is because it breach
S based on both the Bible and reason which

thical conduct is one of the main influencers of the Catech
central document in church teaching.

Contraception breaches the precept of reproduction within natural law an
immoral and impermissible.

There is no explicit rule within the Bible which prohibits the use of contrac
were largely not available in biblical times (e.g. the pill was developed in 1
groups consider the teaching of Genesis 1:28 which states ‘be fruitful and
teaching against the use of contraception.

The Church of England has no issue with the use of contraception. It belie
those choices for themselves.

It may even consider it to be a form of good stewardship via responsible par
ensuring that you only have as many children as you can handle, you can en

This, he argues, is causing huge fractures in modern romantic relationship
nature of sex is central to the importance of human development.
Furthermore, contraception is intended to avoid the natural result of unpr
the creation of human life.
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»  Childlessness is the state of not having biological children. This could be by

»  Some religious people, such as Catholics, might consider childlessness (in th
choosing to not procreate) to be wrong, as one of the important precepts o
Genesis commands humans to reproduce and, therefore, this is an importa
purpose of marriage. Such Christians might encourage adoption should a c
infertility issues.

»  Other Christians, such as liberal Protestants, might
responsible parenting should an individual
stewardship and, therefore, the

»  Secular responses vary. M
children; howev

he choice to rema

ave children. This i
18I is to be fine.

' ipeople would accept an individual w

sidered a societal expectation and in these

Key Figures

Peter Vardy
»  British theologian and the author of 18 books, including his thoughts on sex
» Vardy believed that the development of the pill has led to a negative impac

consenting adults, such as the development of transactional sex.

Jack Dominian

»  Psychiatrist and Catholic theologian who believed that sex is a gift from Go

» In his lifetime, he lectured widely on the nature of sex and marriage, promo
shift away from purely traditional approaches.

Key Texts

The Puzzle of Sex
»  Published in 1997, The Pu,
the perceived isst

€S e text in which Vardy put forward
modern approaches following the sexual r

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

ideas about the changes necessary in order to address the issue he perceiv
within the Catholic Church.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg
Education

Revision Summaries for AS / A Level Year 1 Edexcel RS: Paper 2: Religion and Ethics Page 34



Student Checklist

No Good
What Do | Know? Idea Idea
©

What is sex?

What is marital sex?

How is this s

How is premarital sex viewed by different
groups of Christians?

How is premarital sex viewed by secular people?

What is promiscuity?

How might this be viewed by different groups of
Christians?

How might this be viewed by secular people?

What is extramarital sex?

How is extramarital sex viewed by Christians?

How is extramarital sex viewed by se
people? '

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

What is horgs

homosexuality?

How does the Church of England view
homosexuality?

What is contraception?

What is the view of the Catholic Church towards
contraception?

COPYRIGHT
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What is the view of the Church of England
towards contraception?

What is childlessness?

What is the view of the Catholic Church tov
childlessness?

ig

Qg
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What is the view of Jack Dominian on sexual
ethics?

What is the view of Peter Vardy on sexual
ethics?
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Practice Exam-style Questio

If you are sitting the AS assessment for this course, please answer ques
A Level exam, please answer question 6.

5. Assess the strengths of religious approaches t

HINTS

In your answer yo
»  exhikit ¢

omprehension of differing beliefs, including

ideas of just war theory, including jus ad bellum, jus in bello
ey strengths and weaknesses

examples of just war theory evaluating a war

analyse and evaluate the facets of religious approaches and dif
implication and impact

&
oY
(¢]
O

6. Explore the approach of religious ideas to sexual ethics.

HINTS

In your answer you should:
» explore the facets of religious approaches and differing ideas, includ
such as:
o key ideas of sexual ethics
o  key ideas of Christian approach rms of sexual p
premarital sex, extramarit , sexuvality
o reference fo view i
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Mark Schemes

8-mark Questions (AS and A Level)

Level A:\::::: d Answer Description
0 0 s No content within the answ ch is relevant or ahl
. N
1 1-2 _f . . . .
. u s of religious ideas/beliefs, with so
only gives a shallow understanding of relev

‘ good demonstration of knowledge on the topic,
specific terms and words, with some mistakes.

e  Generally good examples of religious ideas/beliefs,
incorrect statements.

e Develops knowledge of religious ideas and beliefs t

e  Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with correct
continuity throughout answer.

3 6-8 e A wide range of examples of religious ideas/beliefs,

e  Deep development of religious ideas and beliefs to
understanding.

9-mark Questions (AS only)

Marks
Level Answer Description
Awarded P
0 0 . No content within the ans is relevant or at |

e Ademonstrati
with their.

| g / in their correct contex

‘ fes of religious ideas/beliefs, with so

er only gives a shallow understanding of relev

Answer only gives a shallow demonstration of the li

arguments.

Specialist language is used in a limited way.

. A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic,
specific terms and words, with some mistakes.

e  Generally good examples of religious ideas/beliefs,

2 4-6 incorrect statements.

e Develops knowledge of religious ideas and beliefs t

e  Answer gives a good demonstration of the links bet

e  Specialist language is correctly used throughout the

e  Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with correct
continuity throughout answer.

s A wide range of examples of rel!

e Deep development of =3/«
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10-mark Questions (A Level only)

Level

Marks
Awarded

Answer Description

0

0

No content within the answer which is relevant or ak!

1-3

A demonstration of limited knowledge. Relevant la
with their correct meaning / in thair correct contex
Limited examples of relig} } beliefs, with so
i erstanding of relev
shallow demonstration of the li

ist language is used in a limited way.
Answer only gives a shallow demonstration of the li
arguments.

A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic,
specific terms and words, with some mistakes.
Generally good examples of religious ideas/beliefs,
incorrect statements.

Develops knowledge of religious ideas and beliefs t

7-10

Far-reaching knowledge demonstrated with the cor
used with continuity throughout answer.
A wide range of examples of religious ideas/beliefs,
Deep development of religious i fgas and beliefs to
understanding.

‘ tectly throughout.
‘,good demonstration of the link

12-mark Quesiaans

Level

Answer Description

No content within the answer which is relevant or

A demonstration of limited knowledge. Relevant la
with their correct meaning/context.

Limited examples of religious ideas/beliefs, potent
statements, with few or no links made.

Limited ability to use examples of viewpoints and j
examples to support answers; concluding with a ju
scope.

5-8

A good demonstration of knowledge on the topic,
specific terms and words, with some mistakes.
Some examples of religious /beliefs, containin

ples of viewpoints and jud
port answers; concluding with a ju

Some ability

7/ used with continuity throughout answer.

ng knowledge demonstrated with the co

Many examples of religious ideas/beliefs, containin
many links accurately made.
Good ability to use examples of viewpoints and jud
examples to support answers; concluding with a ju
and justified.
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20-mark Questions (AS and A Level)

Level Av“\/ll::(li(: d Answer Description
0 0 No content within the answer which is relevant
A small range of demonstrated knowledge. Rele
1-5 (AS) o . .
1 1-a used not within their correct meaning/context.
Limited examples of s deas/beliefs, with
(A Level) . -
Very few judsa 4de and these are suppo
6-10 (AS) | 1 of limited km?wledge on.the to
vic terms and words, with some mistakes
2 5-8 . .. . . .
me examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with s
Some judgements made but these are not fully s
. Good demonstration of knowledge demonstrate
11-15 (AS) and language used with continuity throughout a
3 9-12 Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with some lo
(A Level) but not all.
Some judgements made, mostly supported by e
A demonstration of strong knowledge on the to
16-20 (AS) effective use of specific terms and words in thei
4 13-16 Examples of religious ideas/beliefs, with a wide
(A Level) Logical judgements made on most parts of the g
supported by evidence.
A demonstration of strong knowledge on the to
5(A effective use of specific terms and words in thei
17-20 . . . . .
Level (A Level) Examples of religious Ideas/bcihefs, with logical |
only) Logical judgement ! |l parts of the que
comprehensiv by evidence.
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Answers

Topic One

1.

Explore religious perspectives on environmental issues.

Ge"nerally speaking, there are two largely divergent Christian approac
rooted in the key ideas of dominion and stewardship.

Christians believe that they have been given a special responsibility f
creation.

This is rooted in verses in the Bible such as Genesis 1:28-29, which st
in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that

They believe that human beings have dominion, which is the power t
Therefore, we have the responsibility to do so well, which is known a
From these two ideas come the divergent approaches to environmen
Firstly, the vast majority interpret this as humans needing to intentio
environment. This might manifest in churches making efforts to imp
such as helping with recycling or getting mvolved in Christian charitie
environmental focus, such as Operation No: §
Secondly, a minority interpret thi to do what they wish
natural resources, which me “will pay little attention to t
issues facing society

& put forward by Joni Eareckson Tada in the ab
#Hyur answer.

Indicative Content (AO1)

Joni Eareckson Tada is a Christian disability activist who advocates fo
of Christians within the Church.

She was paralysed from the neck down at the age of 17.

She has since devoted her life to charity and disability activism specif
Church.

In her books and lectures, Tada confronts suffering and posits her th

A theodicy is an attempt to explain the existence of evil and suffering
the suffering she has experienced due to her disability — while also m
all-powerful, all-loving God.
Tada argues that God permits sufferlng..: aws us closer to
By facing hardship, people car of Christ in their lives.

the world.
Hence, it is vital for disabled people to be an integral part of the Chu
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Topic Two

3. Analyse the strengths of situation ethics in approaching different

Indicative Content (AO1 + AO2)

AO1:
e  Situation ethics is a form of Christian ethi.
e  [twas first put forward by the w nson and Joseph Fl

o [tis based on the Chris
e Agapeisthe Ckhy or the principle of selfless, unconditiona
bel humanity and that, therefore, we are called

o TN =ing force behind the idea of situation ethics is that the most
will serve the interests of agape.
e This is a relative and consequentialist form of ethics.

e  One of the main strengths of situation ethics is the fact that it was b
cultural change. As a result, it appealed well to the modern audienc

e  The new morality of the twentieth century was moving away from t
conservative ethics, and situation ethics offered people a way to nav
more flexible way with reference to their religion.

e However, some critique this on the basis that this seems to present
should take its morality from the changing world rather than be a so

e Agape is a very attractive principle to Christians a

eping with Jesus’ biblical rejection of legalism, as seen in M
Jesus’ teachings are, to some Christians, the most important part of
paid more attention to.

e  However, Jesus condemned some actions as always wrong, meaning
preach against legalism, he was also very clear that on some moral i
and white right and wrong.

e  One big strength of situation ethics is that it provides flexibility and r
that individual moral agents are engaged with their moral choices ra
as they are told to.

e  However, this flexibility means that it could easily be open to be abu
individuals want rather than what is moral — the flexibility of the sys
leeway for misuse. |

e  Barclay argues that it creates dangers
Furthermore, while popul i
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4. Assess the idea that rule utilitarianism is more successful than act
ethical issues.

Indicative Content (AO1 + AQ2)

AQ1:

e Act utilitarianism is posited by Jeremy Bentham | is the classical f
is wholly built around the utility princi $its that the best
achieve the greatest happine &st number.

e Rule utlhtanamsm is pr ¥ tuart Mill, and posits a similar
utilitarianism, ddded criteria of the no-harm principle an

ower pleasures.

Answers in favour of rule utilitarianism being more successful than act ut

e  Rule utilitarianism was developed in reaction to issues it perceived i
many ways it will be more successful at solving ethical issues.

e  For example, one main issue within act utilitarianism is that pure act
used to justify things which are considered to be moral evils —for ex
simply because they are the wish of the majority.

e Rule utilitarianism solves this with the no-harm principle.

e This is the principle that states that an action can only be moral if it
happiness for the greatest number and also minimises pain.

e Insuch a situation, this would stop utilitarianism being used to justif
minority, in the name of the majority, which is considered to be the
ethical system. .

e  Rule utilitarianism also solves the issue th !
the base urges in humanity.

e  Act utilitarianism is hedo

e While rule utilites

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Rule utllltariamsm is easier to apply in ethical decision-making than
because there are clear rules to follow.

which could be difficult and time-consuming.
e [tstill allows some flexibility with the notion of strong and weak utili

e  The hedonic calculus posited within act utilitarianism could be argue
and straightforward than the idea of higher and lower pleasures.

e Mill does not provide a way to categorise pleasures in this way, alth
categorisation would presumably be subjective.

e  There is the difficulty of knowing when ru
amount of happiness for the greatef“t

e This means the need for

simply shifted.
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Topic Three

5. Assess the strengths of religious approaches to war.

Indicative Content (AO1 + AO2)
e  The religious approach to war can generally %idered to be just

e However, this strength can be countered with the argument of whet
given the human cost, can ever be considered to be reasonable.

e ltis fairly practical and realistic, dealing with the realities of what on
a war.

e However, it does have one flaw regarding the reality of war —a prac
war theory is that one cannot guarantee one’s enemy is also following
This can lead to a huge disadvantage.

e |t goes some way to solving ethical issues within war —and just beca
solve the issue does not mean that we should simply abandon it. W
therefore, ethical approaches to it must also be so.

e  Waris an incredibly complicated issue, with many different facets al
same time — politics, strategy, negotiation, we 5 development, e

e [t could be argued that one rule to gove"‘ too simple tom
issue.

e Scholars such as Pe

;arguéd that just war theory is far
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d\fferent groups of people, meaning that in a war situation it is not 0
might find this ethical theory useful.
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6. Explore the approach of religious ideas to sexual ethics.

Indicative Content (AO1)

e  Sex within many religions, such as Christianity, is considered to be a
e  Traditionally, many Christians have held that sex should take place w
husband and wife are considered to become f»sh (according to
therefore, this is a sacred bond WhICh C ed with more th

e  Within the context of marriage ed and considered to b
Christian communities .., :

e Within the Cat x outside the context of marriage is co

o  Thioa raditionally things such as homosexuality, pre

sex were condemned.

r, some Christian groups, such as the Church of England, hav
approaches they might accept sex outside of marriage in a monoga
relationship where a couple are cohabiting, for example.

e Within the Catholic Church, the practice of homosexual acts is consid
however, it is emphasised that gay people are to be respected and fr
It cites biblical bases such as Leviticus 20:13 and 18:22 as being a bib
homosexuality.

e Other Christian groups, such as the Church of England, posit that whi
ideal, if someone feels highly convicted that a gay, committed and lo
God'’s calling for them, then this is to be respected.

e  The Catholic Church also teaches that the use of contraception is wro
procreation, which is a precept in natural law theory (an important ¢
teaching). The only form of contraception which ;ight be acceptabl
a natural form of contraception.

e  The Church of England, howeve any issue with the use
method to help couples p! s as there is no biblical teac
condemns it.

R
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