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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource covers the AS / A Level Year 1 AQA Religious Studies specification for Component 1B: Ethics, and
includes the following content:

Normative ethical theories

e Deontological: natural moral law with reference to Aquinas Always check the exam board
e Teleological: situation ethics with reference to Fletcher website for new information,

e  Character-based: virtue ethics with reference to Aristotle |ncIu.d.|ng Fhanges to the
specification and sample

assessment material.

The application of natural moral law, situation ethics and virtue ethics

e Issues of human life and death: embryo research, cloning and designer
babies; abortion; voluntary euthanasia and assisted suicide; capital punishment

® Issues of non-human life and death: use of animals as food and intensive farming; use of animals in scientific
procedures and cloning; blood sports; animals as a source of organs for transplants

The resource is split into five sections as follows:
1. A4 teacher information pages.

2. Seven A3 revision posters, between them covering the specification content. These are labelled: nto
These posters are intended as a summary of all topic material, focusing on the main points rather than the
detail, so that all important areas are covered without going into too much depth.

3. Seven A3 subtopic sheets with activities. Each of these sheets covers one subtopic and provides write-on
activities for students to complete. Answers can generally be found in the A3 revision posters themselves,
but are also provided in a separate answer document (see section 5). These are labelled with numbers inside
white circles:

Exam-style questions, modelled on those found in the AS / A Level exam, are marked by a pencil icon: <

4. Sixteen A4 subtopic revision posters. These provide answers for the main activities given in the A3 subtopic
activity sheets. As revision posters, these can be used as a summary for each area, and have enough space
for teacher or student annotation. These are labelled with numbers inside black circles:

5. A4 answer sheets. These pages provide more detailed answers to the questions on the A3 subtopic activity
sheets; in particular, the long-answer questions. Student-friendly, AQA-style mark schemes are also provided
for the exam-style questions.

All posters can be displayed on classroom walls, or given to students to learn in lessons or at home.

As a whole, the resource can be used to help students to consolidate knowledge at the end of a topic/subtopic, or
to revise before a test or an exam. Different styles and layouts are used to make the information interesting and
to help the students engage with the information in a productive way.

December 2019

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other RS resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Natural moral

Absolutism:

law is both That one version of morality holds in all places, at all
legalistic and times, and for all people: it is universal. If it is a moral law
absolutist. that persons ‘should not steal then they simply should not |
steal; it is inherently wrong regardless of situation. : Stren
- e It
: ; ; . : e
[ Aristotle formed the classical foundation. which was based 0' Legalism: | fe B
| around telos and eudaimonia. St Paul's Letters formed the ! At the simplest level, legalism can be understo - I, that : | |
I biblical foundation. Aquinas’ theory of natural law is heavily | when it comes to morality, we sheild «dons  sed i e Bl
I influenced by these two writings. | on previously established [z < yaude eet e ws of f the iof
1 Aquinas took up Aristotle’s ideas and combined them with i Torah by Orthe*J. sanc slir - ase.afice of Sharia law Ce B
: Christian teachings about God. He believed that morality could 1 ornst e JrOach LU1‘ﬁ|§:‘a|lty in this sense. : th
: be derived from two different sources —the Bible and reason. He : ) a ] ; d
. | & [ €
I posited the key precepts, the primary precepts and the H - ' 0
1 i - ! |
1 secondary precepts in order to posit his idea of natural moral -\ - Deontology stems from the Greek : inl
* N . '/A -l word for duty. Deontological ,_ ________
______________________________ ethics are duty-based ethics.
)=

Natural Moral Law:
It is the ethical theory of the Ca
there is a law inherent in the woi
which must be followed. It was flr‘stlur‘mulatad by
St Thomas Aquinas. He put forward his argument
in a series of precepts:

Key Precept:

The moral principle from which all else is derived: that we should
aim to do good and to avoid doing evil.

Primary Precept:

Fundamental rules which can never be broken and from which
secondary precepts are drawn: preserve life. reproduce, educate
children, worship God, create an orderly society.

Secondary Precept:
Rules developed on the basis of primary precepts, deduced from

primary precepts.

Modern example: from the primary precept of
‘preserve life’, the Catholic Church has argued
for the immorality of abortion based on the view
that it ends a life.

L
ogﬁq‘\of‘

g v
When Gentiles, who do N8 f,g@'s'; the law, do
instinctively what the law requires, these, though
not having the law, are a law to themselves.
Romans 2:14

J Principle of Double Effect

Double Effect while primary precepts
were absolute, Aquinas recognised
situations where it is not possible to
do good without also doing bad. It
holds that a bad consequence does
not make an act morally wrong so
long as that bad consec  nc

is n
intended. r

Proportionalists would hold that in a
given situation it becomes clear what is a
proportionate reason.

Hoose argued that we should generally follow natural n|

moral law until there is a significant reason that would
mean it was fair to temporarily set aside these rules.
Therefore, acts are not inherently or always evil. This is

proportionalism.

According to natural law, theft is immar
number of the primary precepts. For ex:
of worshipping God. It is considered to £
commandments of God. To steal is agair
God — as in the Ten Commandments, it ¢
(F'2 | s20:15 NRSV). By breaking this rt
1. Ipping God is broken. Theft also vi
,\d'urs. _gan ordered society, as it violate

Qurrounding material possession and ow

“You shall not ¢
Exodus 20:1

ﬂowever, in some circumstances excef

law which would view theft as being tF
example, proportionalism would arg
proportional reason to break a law, wh
then it might be ac

An example of this might be Jean

Les Misérables, who stole a loaf of bre
The primary precept of preservation
proportional reason to steal. If stealing
of upholding the primary precept of ar

be considered to be acceptable in Bern

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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'Y
‘Normative €thical Theories >
Antinomianism Situationalism Legalism
Joseph TFleicher & the Basica of i
Situation thics Strengths
Agape: e It responds to social and m
7 One of the Greek words for love. It is an r modern moral sentiment.
attitude of generosity that expects nothing | e ltisinkeeping with Jesus’ [

e Fletcher did not think that legalism or living without any moral in return. It is the love Jesus shov: “J e Itgives modern Christians

codes whatsoever were attractive ways of living. Situationalism, humanity, y - traditional, legalistic morali

Fletcher’s proposed idea, is positioned in the middle of the two. 7 / : beyond the strict boundaril
e On the one hand, unlike the antinomian, Fletcher believes k // - : - It provides flexibility and re

people must have some principle or concept to appeal to when N ) : e Agape is widely considered

making an ethical decision. This is agape, and the maxims . . ‘love’ to be an undesirable

derived from it. ) il R
e On the other, unlike the legalist, Fletcher believes t~~t « _ ' /,4

principles cannot be so absolute and inflexible 5~ “4q 4

decision which flies in the £ ycomi it o
e This ethical theory is Q i e }..réé with

the outcome of actic 11'0 ction _estlt in the

demonstration of low e ves that there are four

presuppositions and si. Ed\y‘-'o ich will enable someone to

make an appropriate morerresponse.

Telos is a Greek term which Aguinas
adopted from Aristotle - it means 'end’ or
‘purpose’. This is the root of the term

]l

[ Tletcher’s Six Tundamental ‘Principles

‘Only one thing is intrinsically good; namely love: nothing else at all’ Lol
‘The ruling norm of Christian decision is love: nothing else’ Teleological ethics is an ethical system
‘Love and justice are the same, for justice is love distributed, nothing else’ which serves an end or purpose.
‘Love wills the neighbour’s good, whether we like him or not’
‘Only the end justifies the means, nothing else’
‘Love’s decisions are made situationally, not prescriptively’ [ The 133ue QI‘Th.Qﬁ'
Fletcher’s four )
- Explanation o
presuppositions |
- - - - - tuation ethics is a Christian form ¢
Pr-agmatism Moral demands should be practical and achieve the intended outcome or result, which - 4 J‘couraged within Christian teachl C O P Y RIG H T
is love: ‘ | S most situation ethicists will view st
Relativism All situations should be assessed on how best to demonstrate love, rathe - ha thro h = -/ However, situation ethics aims to s P ROTE CTE D
following moral laws which use the words ‘never’ or ‘always’. P - 4 agape in a contextual basis, meanir
Being able to say that ‘God is love’ on the basis of f~"*" xe Bk Bor FEh.D considered the most loving thing 8
Positivism experience. The moral agent has to decide, *' 1 ftheirt h bw,rf(at love is the
most important thing of all. = =3 Y~ : I
87 (0 are considered f
. Demands that the needs = 1 & L p. ¢ are considered first, not the
Personalism !
deman- law &>
LN s This is well explained through the 09
of 2 [5) Jean Valjean in Les Misérables wa .
Cultural Background. ) specifically stealing a loaf of brea Educo-tlon
The foundation for situatic Y ped in a time of change ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” (as she was starving to death). A ¢
worldwide in the 1360s and 1570, including: Matthew 22:39 consider this to be a moral action
»  Women inthe workforce action.
»  Vietnam War
*  Kennedy assassination However, if an individual chose t¢
»  Civil rights movement they felt entitled to the bread or |
»  Contraceptive pill and sexual revolution lerr t‘he: ﬂl‘(is ol o aeni |
»  Hippy and student culture \"‘te”t Sitheikevilsste:




Normative Ethical Theoriea n

at the heart of virtue ethics. His form of virtue ethics is a form of
character ethics. His form of ethics posits that there are a series of
virtues which human beings should adhere to. Aristotle believes in a
hierarchy of souls at the top of which are humans — which is on the
basis of the human ability to reason. The moral choices we encounter
each day need to be navigated using this reason — hence Aristotle’s

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
development of virtue ethics. !

‘Living Well': The Concept of Eudaimonia PSSt *

For Aristotle, goodness consisted of somethine ~al | A efla A lwing’ or “flourishing’).

Every object has a certain fun—g ) ‘h=1 3 _ae cando. Since everything has

its particular use, so mus ‘L\I(j IS ,wr%ationality which separates us. Our
o9

ultimate good is to exerc capa _uies in the pursuit of Eudaimonia. Eudaimonia is a
Greek word meaning ‘the o{\of‘ ind is often referred to as happiness, but Aristotle uses
it to refer to the ‘good life’ "_doc /__,Arishingﬂ It is an individual state, but also involves social
interaction — living in harmony-and cooperation with others.

The Golden Mean: Virtues and Vices
To work out what can be considered a virtue, Aristotle said moral agents need to find the

mean or balance between two vices, avoiding excess or deficiency of any virtue. To work
this out, individuals need to use practical wisdom (phronesis). This is an individual process
of working out what virtue is suited to each situation and to each individual. Thus there can
be no rules or maxims about how to act. Individuals use their autonomy and intellect to
work it out and then put it into practice. An example of this is below:

Excess Virtue Deficiency
& >
< 14
Recklessness Bravery Cowardice

4 iy A

The extreme of the virtue This virtue, when practised The deficiency of this virt:

could lead an individual to properly, can be used to take might lead indivir S~ |

put themselves or others at risks and stand up to defend injustice r. to fz fostar, - /

unnecessary risk. oneself and others when it +— e e foi / -
- — - -

r % L
X @A\

j B
The example of virtuous people can be usefulinde - dti Ac - SO o, This ideseawithinn
virtue ethics is that by identifyine 2 N S el 3 e wrtﬁfhem, we can imitate their virtuous
behaviour and subsequent 9 A e Ve Wever, examples are also not to be worshipped

or idealised in any way, as ctar 2.eryone has flaws. Not everyone can copy a template of
another’s actions. Also, pet 119 o sout who is virtuous, so it might be hard to know who the right
person is to use as an exarn Q_d\)co 2

Historical and Cultural Influences on Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics:

Virtue ethics is found first in Plato, but it was his student Aristotle who developed it into a fully fledged
moral philosophy. The Ancient Greek culture emphasised many of the virtues listed by Aristotle in the
Nicomachean Ethics. Both Aristotle and Plato belonged to the Athenian upper class, and their
descriptions of the virtuous individual are likely tied very closely to their conception of the ideal
gentleman. Aristotle grounded the goodness of the virtues in what he considered to be human nature.

Strengths

. Virtue e
emphas
amoral
respons

. The mul
well wit
factors i
being af
when m
differen

. Things s
taking u

. ltalsog
(i.e. thre

R

The Tasue of Th

ﬂ {founder of virtue ethics, Aristotle
ft. Theft, in Aristotle’s thought, is'

¥ a _)n’ —an action which is performe
be considered to be moral in any way

Just as one cannot cheat on one’s spt¢
considered to be virtuous, one canne
towards a moral purpose. In this way
always wrong.

mowever, it is important for modern'
that the way in which Aristotle appro
informed by his experience. He and h
largely wealthy men of status, for wh
motivated only by greed. This would

However, when applied to more vuln
stealing due to necessity (e.g. stealin|
survive) then a modern virtue ethicig
\to steal as the virtue of valuing life w

COPYRIGHT
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4[ Situation €thica on Designer Babies and Cloning ]‘

The {ipplication of Natural Moral Taw, Situation Ethics and Virtue €thica to-Ethical Tasues

Joseph Fletcher, the founder of situation ethics, argued that the
use of genetic engineering to improve the human race should not
be totally rejected, as long as love is the reason behind the
changes. If the aim is to lovingly improve the health of the human
race (as opposed to, for example, being motivated by hatred of
disabilities) then it could be considered to be okay. By eliminating
genetic conditions through the use of genetic engineering,
Fletcher argues agape could be served by improving quality of life

ethical conduct, this allowance 2 | ich =
teachings. Such practices as '
violation of God’s will and al¢
against the most vulnerable ir
disproportionately affect those
society (i.e. those with genetic condi‘tﬂ)ns), It might be considered
unloving to intentionally genetically engineer away from such

s P~ L\ W\

for those who would have otherwise struggled with genetic

conditions.

He stipulated, however, that there would need to be considerable )

regulation in place to ensure that this practice is not abuser ” 5
- e e o J 4

However, considering that situation ethics is a Ch~'~tic a4 4

Virtue ethics might oppose L
designer babies for a number of reasons. The first is that, as a teleological ethical
system, it relies on identifying a specific set of ends for human activity. However,
if humans changed enough through DNA editing, these mig' ;eventually change
or become unrecognisable, meaning the language -~ -« light not apply in

the same way. Another reason might be th- i _Jrin vecific genetic

diseases, the creation of designer b Jo inot ‘d to express or
demonstrate any specificvi - 1e. R her tha /é to improve future human
beings, itcan be - ' *h of t ‘/f‘ms pérson is improving the lives of,
and dem- N\ fgvi 1 o _»se immediately around them.

( Virtue €thics on Designer Babies and Cloning, ]

\ —/;[ Natural law en Designer Babies and Cloning
Ne ,adawmightoppose

—

“designer babies in a number of ways. One way is that designer babies might

prevent the ordering of society, especially if it heightens and influences
inequalities and abuses between those who are rich and poor. However, another
might simply be from the primary precept of reproduction, and biblical texts that
emphasise human beings as made in the image of God. These would indicate
that it is simply wrong to interfere with nature, and as such designer babies are
going against God’s plan.

conditions as it would be seen as taking away the right to life of .
those who do have that condition.

e —— o — i
£
—

~—

[ Situation Ethica on flbortion ]

. Situation ethics approaches each individual case of abortion
differently depending on context.

. Joseph Fletcher himself used the example of abortion in his text
Situation Ethics (1962) to posit his theory of situation ethics.

. He argued that in a situation such as rape —in which he would
consider abortion to be the most loving route to take for the
sake of the mother — surely, to save a young woman the trauma
of carrying and birthing a child following a rape would (he
argues) be the most loving course of action.

. A common example used is the Angel of Auschwitz, a doctor who
performed multiple abortions on Jewish women during the
Holocaust, thus saving them from the gas chambers.

issue of abortion, arguing tha+

children than they are \Q Ly
occur in the instance tl 1199 | this _y.er.

. However, he emphasise on t occur ‘before sense and
life have begun’ (Politics. {«,6\3(‘0

. This means that within Aristeeae’s virtue ethics there is a
differentiation between stages of development of the foetus.

A collection of cells is of less value than, say, a foetus gestating
during the third trimester.

. In virtue ethics, the intent behind an abortion should also be
considered. If an individual is, for example, seeking an abortion
because they do not wish their appearance to change during
pregnancy, then this would be considered immoral as it has a
vain motivation.

] c:
( Yirtue &thics - ¢ « 1 / ~ Ideas of autonomy
‘ L A A o= =) . Method of conception (e.g. instances of rape and/or incest)

‘Designer Babies’ is the term for genetically engineered foetuses designed to have
specific characteristics. This could either be in the efforts of avoidance of genetic
conditions or due to desire for specific characteristics (e.g. gender). Cloning is
artificially creating an exact genetic copy of another being through artificial
fertilisation and gestation.

Abortion is the medical ter~ i fofc {;ncy - is legal in the UK
before 24 weeks’ g=-tatic follow -+ \Lrtion Act in 1967.
Itisacontrove ! 3ctic '"’f/no wiiich the following issues are key:
. I a5 od

“ 4 hsol ar ity of life (of the foetus)
'd : . ‘eay ‘d/tq/TJality of life (of both the mother and the foetus)

—~— ——
e wm = - T o e e e B Em R M S T Ee R e

. Traditionally, abortion is thought to clash

[ ‘Natural Taw enflbortion ]~

with two primary precepts, ‘to preserve life’ and ‘to reproduce’.

. By accepting that a foetus is a life then abortion, by destroying it, directly
contradicts the precept ‘to preserve life’.

. Similarly, abortion, since it ends a pregnancy, also directly contradicts the
precept ‘to reproduce’.

mother’s life is put at risk.

. That said, the doctrine of double effect has often been invoked by the Catholic
Church to justify abortion in special circumstances, usually if, by giving birth, the

. At such times, although performing an abortion results in a bad consequence
(the death of an unborn foetus), the intention (to save the mother’s life) is good.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Thefipplication of Natural Moral law, Situation €thica and Virtue Ethica to Ethical 1asues H

~
Virtue Ethics en Voluntary Euthanasia
and flasisted Suicide ) —[ Sttuation Ethics on Voluntary Euthanasia and lasisted Suicide ]~

. Agape love is at the heart of situation ethics and, therefore, in the instance of
voluntary euthanasia and assisted suicide, the moralitv ¢ ' | choices is
situational. ’

. The founder of situation ethics was a ="~ W fﬁtar\, _Jthanasia for

|
|
|
1
|
|
|
|
. There is no clear guidance on the |
|
|
those who wish to undergo it A > 1
|
|
|
|
|
I
I
I
1

application of virtue ethics to either

voluntary euthanasia or assisted suicide.
. The idea of eudaimonia is central to the

debate about the morality of euthanasia.

Eudaimonia (human happiness/flourishing) . He argued thatitisthei -t ving ‘ne duvoran individual who is

is considered to be the purpose of human experiencing ~xt e 1 to alluw them to die in the way they wish to
life. If an individual is no longer able to and = - gt B Rhifer 819 =

achieve this end, due to being in a medical . H IEVE/I', Ui i abs rhight not support voluntary euthanasia and
condition such as PVS (persistent = # ster’ a1 _JeTh every situation — it would only occur in the instance where
vegetative state), then euthanasia would 4 J js e {ost loving thing to do.

be considered permissible T
argument marries witg
life and quality of life L)
. However, it should alt 09{\0(\ d that 7
there is value in suffer/ {g o /' Voluntary euthanasia is the ending of
thought of virtue ethics, o, a life of someone at their request via
this may lead some virtue ethicists to view an intentional medical intervention
that value as being an argument against the {i.e. medication). Assisted suicide is
practice of euthanasia. the act of enabling an individual to
end their life via a medical manner,
such as by providing them with life-
ending drugs. The differentiation lies
in who is administering the drugs —in
the case of voluntary euthanasia, the
life-ending drugs are administered by
a doctor or professional, whereas
within assisted suicide, the life-ending
drugs are administered by the
individual wishing to die. Both of
', these are currently illegal in the UK.

)

@

Natural Taw on Voluntary Euthanasia and flasisted Suicide / -
! e y y B N\ COPYRIGHT
N - :I ~rn thica Cup'llul unishment
. Euthanasia is the practice of ending a life, which is the intentional violation of one of i — on i P ROTE‘ TE D
the primary precepts of natural law — the preservation of life. Therefore, generally - . X
. . K . e 4 3 . Aristotle, the founder of virtue ethics, offers no
speaking, euthanasia is considered to always be immoral within natural la* M - ) L ) i )
. } y . . / direct application of virtue ethics to the issue of
. It is considered to subvert the order of society (another primarv =7e gty ds >4 R .
. . a capital punishment.
subverts the natural role of a doctor (to save life rather+-  * = swe a7 . . .
p ; : o ’ - -~ // . However, it should be considered that it was a I
placing human beings in the position of choosin~w v o = X . R o
. However, some people posit tkzzthe dc 1 2 'ou. = act endbles voluntar commen practice at his time and his omission of
! peopie p > B e V4 talking about this might be viewed as support or

| 4
r woral consequences are permissible as

euthanasia or assisted ¢ y
This is the idea that ac 9
long as they were inten o of out good things.

If we apply this doctrine Eé\)cox' PPcuthanasia and assisted suicide, we arrived at
the idea of the administer ®®=ra fatal dose of painkillers.

Emphatically — this cannot be done on purpose. This should be done with the intent
to alleviate pain (a good consequence); however, it has the additional effect of
killing the patient (a bad consequence). Because the direct intent is not to kill, it is

considered to be permissible.

acceptance of the practice.
One important part of capital punishment is the
idea that it provides justice for the victims of

heinous crimes — the idea of a just punishment for

a crime being equally weighted.

Justice, within virtue ethics, is one of the virtues
for which no excess can be experienced.
Therefore, it could easily be argued that capital
punishment is easy to justify as it serves the
purpose of justice.

829
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cause undue suffering to an animal through intensive far~ir

may be considered to be a violation of avirtue in* je ¥ %

4

and is, therefore, immoral.
. Modern virtue ethiciste,
entitled to virtuous t
animals as well as hu
meat or practise inten:
. They may also consider prritul effect intensive farming

N
U 5 tieatment to
2, they' would not eat

has on the environment in terms of examining the impact this

will have on future generations of humans. They have a
responsibility to treat future generations with virtue, and,
therefore, this might impact how they navigate this issue.

"4
4[ Situation Ethica on the Use of finimals as Foed and ‘Tntensive To

|
The fipplication of Natural Moral law, Situation €thics and Virtue Ethica to- Ethical Tasues /I
4
— -
P e
4[ Siiuation Ethics on Cloning, ]— I LT 4 . . m
| Virtue Ethica on Scientif|
e Ifcloning could be used towards a loving * Arls’fotle EBVENO giect guAldance ont Experimentation
i L cloning, as it was not possible during his
outcome (such as having a positive result X
on medical development, meat time. Auch like Aquinas, Aristotle believ|
production, enviranmental solutions, etc.) SEtloweverineldidinotisselanimai=lasiy Y d 7 r;rarchy'within the world in whick
then this would be considered to be a SrEatresito whom humanls ane required r / _  aboveanimals.
erallcheice: to show virtue; therefore, if it —~ui’ e o= e Therefore, he would consider it pe|
o If artificial cloning were to cause pain to an ::ownrt]hTt bleneﬂt col’ P~ L ' - hunrma_ns to_use anir_nals,' however, T
animal (e.g. genetic issues as a result of rc;ui 3 onl'v A\ N i3 *I;| - ! ShEEBHHE EEhEiee |
their unnatural creation) this would not be PIoS s 48 '\ _ Al | extended to all creatures and, ther
arsrEiEe e e el s Y i suffering of the animals often endlt
A * 4 scientific experimentation would n
y \
< S
—4
‘Natural 1 “ |
A Scie
e The main issue Aquinc ==
with the process of cloning is that it is pTTTT T
not a natural process — it disturbs the | Cloning is the practice of making a
I
natural order. H direct genetic copy of a being via
¢ Natural law holds very strongly that the | scientific experimentation — this has
order in which things are within nature ! Been achieved using animals’ DNA.
should not be disturbed; as all cloning i Ttie miost famous incident is the
spe v . . !
takes place artificially this would violate ' creation of Dolly the sheep.
this natural order and potentially a v
human being could place themselves in SmmmTmmmTommmmommmommmmmmemet ~N o
: - -
the place of God by creating life. -
- -
____—_ —————————-__——‘
The Use of inimals as Tood »
and Tntensive Tarming
Virtue €thica on the ‘Use of finimals for Feod
and Intensive Farming, ittt z frommmmmmmmmmmomonmo o
! The eating of animal products ' 2 _sally “enanormal part of Western soc
e Aristotle believed in a hierarchy in the world, and placed E however, recent deve! A infa ji \methods have meant that larger amour
human beings at the height of this hierarchy. For this reason, ! canbeprodice fvia  lensi= '__,é). This results in a decreased quality of life f
he believed that it is not immoral to eat meat. The virtues Loanime A ed, /./s an ethical objection many have made against this |
required within virtue ethics are only extended to other ‘ 1fern i he _are ethical debates around the idea that animals can be killed
human beings. However, the attitude required in order to N /"- - gL EPIIIPIPPPIPIPPP |

Situation ethics are governed by the principle of agape.

The concern here is whether or not human beings have a duty to treat all beings wi
agape love is only extended to human beings, and not animals.

Many situation ethicists believe that the most loving thing to do is not to eat meat,
There are others who may eat meat, but choose to only eat free range meat (meat
farming) as they believe this to be the most loving way to approach the issue of eat
eating the meat is fine, but that intensive farming is wrong.

Largely situation ethicists would also consider the impact on human beings created
can often put undue strain on environments as well as disproportionately affecting

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

829

Education



The {Ipplication of Natural Moral 1aw, Situation Ethica and Virtue Ethica to Ethical 1ssues

( 4[ Situation thics on Blood Sports }-
Natural law en Bloed Sporta )—

*  Aquinas viewed animals l . Situation ethics would largely oppose blood sports.
as only having instrumental value — this meant that he considered . In the interest of agape, there is very little that can be
their only value to derive from the way in which they can be used gained toward this end by blood spr-ts
. For this reason, Aquinas would have no issue with the practice of is their entertainmant e, t of, en tainment
blood sports. derived from f' ,«m.lf". ‘~f ne ,t‘ > blooathirsty
. However, one way in which blood sports might be considered to be mo* ati s. y
wrong in natural law is the potential that the kind of violence which i 3 erie »{e a value of lower importance to
i e . . " 7 -
can be fostered in individuals and communities which practise or ) St Ju 1 eodics, coming far further down the list than the
engage in blood sports might spill over into their treatment of i l ﬁice"éf agape
N 4 - .
human beings. - < Furthermore, humans can entertain themselves through
° This has the potential to lead to behaviour whic B A s / means which do not cause harm to animals.

flmansiwhichivotidibehlissTEo A wta — e However, it is important to remember that this will

§ & > Jiged could always be depending on the situation, as it is situation
\9 \usn. ol wdciety. To violate athies.
[o= 3 "W 25t would violate the I
E.dgco“on f the order of society. !
— ”

I

|

|

1

1

|

|

1

1
by humans. . The only benefit that blood sp. . 3. rner for humans 1
|

I
|
1
|
I
I
1

. Furthermore, allowin~,
potentially threater
this would be an iss
primary precept of tt

Blood sports are a form of sport in which humans
observe or interact with animals in such a way
that causes harm to the animal. Forms of this
include dog fighting, cock fighting and hunting.
These activities are undertaken only for human
entertainment, rather than for any other benefit,
such as the slaughtering of animals for food.

~ . COPYRIGHT
Virtue Ethics on Blood Sports ! — (0, N/ 2 tiimals PROTECTED

e Virtue ethics ! - » raf:li/tionallv it is thought that the founder of
are centred around the thoughts of Greek philosopher A 18 ) virtue ethics, Aristotle, would have been in favour
Aristotle — a fact which becomes important when disc! ss - (' =/ of organ transplanting from animals.
blood sports. ) ) x ') / “1 = . This is for a number of reasons, not least because I
s Blood sports were highly common diir - 2 R it serves the virtue of using human reason to solve 9

Aristotle, and the fart that he !¢ n( <o 4 thel.
indicates thatg N i

. Virtue ethic Jly 16 other human
beings, and, not necessary to treat animals
with respect. £dv

. However, man NP ethicists have countered that
ethical virtue treatment should be extended to animals also;
therefore, they would argue that there is no benefit to
human life apart from entertainment.

. For this reason, they would oppose blood sports.

the problem posed by issues with human organs.
There are more people in need of organs than are
willing to donate them, and by transplanting them
from animals this issue is solved.

. Furthermore, this displays the virtues of
compassion and mercy towards the person
receiving the transplant, which would be
considered to be a positive.

. However, virtue ethicists who extend virtues to
animals may think it immoral to use them as a
source of organs.
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Decntoelogical Ethica - Natural Meral 1aw

1. Fill in the gaps. Use the words in the box below.

€arly Development of
‘Natural Meral Taw

Avristotle formed the classical
foundation which was based around

A and B . St Paul's
letters formed the biblical foundation.
C took up Aristotle’ o f

L2
QE{\O

believed that morality coulc{Zenad

a final cause and combine

Christian teachings about «

F____ argued that we should generally

from D_____ different sources = the ) )
Bibles amd ressan, He posisd the key follow natural moral law until there is a

; significant G that would mean it was
precepts, the primary E and

the Seaonian praRRis T ATHEE fair to temporarily set aside these rules.

S Therefare, acts are not inherently or always evil.
posit his idea of natural moral law.

ThisisH______
Hoose precepts telos reason
eudaimonia  Aquinas two proportionalism
4. Explain how each of the Bible 5 y
verses on the scrolls impacts A) ‘You shall not bear false witness
natural law theory regarding the against your neighbour’
issues of lying and theft. J (Exodis 20:16)
. \
1
: o)
- |
' r J A
i X ¢ > !
! / o ;
| 4 — ,
. N T L ?
—d
o -
B)
(¢

2. Fill in the definitions of the different forr
ideas of Aquinas on natural moral law.

Primary Precept

o g (e B G
E o= &
oroary r‘f-enept

Key Precept

3. What is meant by the term ‘proportionali
fit into natural moral law?

Iy

Y . ‘ ¥ 9 TR
—/—l- —1/,-/

> -’What is meant by the term 'double effe
fit into natural moral law?
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1. Which of the following word for love is important /,—v
within Christian situation ethics? Write the 3. Fillin the gaps with the missing
correct letter in the box below. words regarding the strengths Pope E §
R B i S e S S S S las . and weaknesses of agape. —
[ a) Philia i _ = moral law.
1 1 -
i l:)) ELZZS i » v -~ 4 Jesus condemned s¢
1 d) Agape ) l Sweng'gt M & > Peter F____ argues
------------------------------------- 7 _,/ confuses agape and
- \ " /p(mds to social and moral A It Id
; o L e 7 i . It cou
2. E'xplal'n how -the answer to question 1 fits into FI ol ) B i< in keeping with Jesus' biblical rejection
situation ethics. ) € _— of B be easily H
ST T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 2 ) - - It provides € and responsibility. rather than what is
7’ / N
4 by 4 b D is widely considered to be William Barclay argu
! B~ i desirable.
1 ! I __an
1 1
1 1
1 : _—
1
i E -—— 4. In the space
i ! o 5 verse comim
| ; Situation  \
1
. ]
; : fthics
\ ,’ -
\ . ~ e -
\\ ----------------------------------------- P
5. In the space below, fill in the fundamental
principles of Joseph Fletcher. 7. Give an exan]
ethicist might
Fundamental principles < justified.
; A |
1
6. Fil gomh e/ b !
& llan i »sof !
= " swaer's four |
/S i
-\ presuppositions. i
Tl ¥ > ‘
L > re—— | Tttt/
_ =
- O A 8. Give an example o
Fletcher S.fl'JLII‘ ) > Explanat[on ethicist might con!
presuppositions - justified
Pragmatism (CTTTTTTTTTTTTT .
|
Relativism |
|
1
Positivism 1
1
1

Personalism
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Character-based Ethica - Virtue Ethica

1. In the space below, fill in the name 2. Explain the concept of eudaimonia in virtue ethics.
of the Greek philosopher who e |
posited virtue ethics.

& Y
\

______________________________________________________

example of a virtue, its excess
and its deficiency. Explain each
one underneath. &

4. Whatis meant k

____________

Excess Virtue Deficiency

VN

...............................................................

P ) W COPYRIGHT
-E PROTECTED
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Tasues of Human 1ife and Death (a)

3. Read the sen

V\ error in the b

1. Fill in the blanks |

\

A’ Babies’ is the term for genetically engineered

foetuses designed to have specific B . This could

a) Abortion only viak

]
1
|
'
1
|
|
|
'
1
1
1
|
'
|
1
'
|
|
|
v

i
either be in an effort to prevent a genetic condition or due to a desire i
i

for specific characteristics (e.g. gender). C is B
4
artificially creating an exact genetic copy of another being through t 5 r y ~ J
e . . r & h) The reason behini
. artificial fertilisation and gestation. b = . .
- Z =/ important to virfy
_________________________________________________________ < \ | “/
.~ — o/ = c) Joseph Fletcher b
Abortion is the medical D nfg. /: tiesdlm circumstance, evi

the UK before 24 weeks’ gestation follo*:'in, . AL fio __-tin’1967.

d) The doctrine of tr

:' :
i It is a controversial pract ndv “_wing issues are key: : - ]
' e Ideasof E N ! to justify abortion
1 B — - :
é e Ideasof F gV f life (of the foetus) E e) Virtue ethics dogs
' s Ideasof G of life (of both the mother and the E stage of foetal de
| foetus) E
' e Ideas of autonomy ; 4. Expli
‘. ® Method of conception (e.g. instances of rape and/or incest) S . . babi
o 2. Emily is a scientist .
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" - : diffe
T T T TR - working on embryonic [ [ "
e stem cell research. In the e
! H are the beginning stages of cells during pregnancy. \: boxes below, explain i
i When allowed to develop, an embryo will become a foetus which will E how each ethical system :
1 eventually become a baby. Embryo experimentation is the use of scientific i : , |
! ' would view her line of '
! research and testing on [ with the aim of ! work. :
i developing treatments/cures for existing conditions in the medical field. For ! :
' example, human embryos contain stem cells which can be used to treat E AR I " :
1 1 . . 1 1
1 specific chronic, debilitating J . However, in order for P Virtue Ethics ! I
i these experimentations to take place, the embryonic cells are destroyed. . r 4 1
' The key ethical issues concern focus around whether or not these cells can o ) r ' - 3 1 CO PY RIG HT
I ' r o ! 3
b idered to h K : \ ! ---B
e considered to have PN v 4 ! PROTECTED
P .l = 1
7 - 4 = : 4. Exan
™ y = : babi I
) W S "~ i i to di
' % S I | e 9
P N = . [
i A . . 1
i Natural Law .~ 1 | Situation Ethics i ] 09
1 o ] 1 1
1 o ! | .
: B ; | Education
! o ; :
i — : |
1 ] 1 1
1 1 1 : 1
1 1 1 ! 1
1 1 1 ! 1
1 o ! 1
1 1 1 ! 1
| Lo ! .
- Y W i |




Tasues of Human 1ife and Death (b)

1. Fill in the blanks below. 2. Below, and right, are two case studies of real-life
______________________________________ events. Use your knowledge of the ethical theories to
//” e briefly describe how each of these schools of ethical
7 Voluntary euthanasia is the ending of a life of 5 thought would approach each case.

someone at their request via an

(@) Tony Bland (1970-1993) wr- 7P O
British man who su-‘ain fser. '~ juries
during the "=~ ' ‘orc . _disaster. He
wae {0y Fsis Il _vegetative state for

individual to end their life via a medical 3 rauf) a uu-,o"r’e a UK court permitted

manner such as providing life-ending drugs - ~ _'_emoved of artificial nutrition and

S
Sisaca iy ' | ==~ treatment. This resulted in his death.

A medical intervention (i.e.
medication). B

is the act of enabling an

N

The differentiation lies in v

whereas within assisted suicide, the life-
ending drugs are administered by the

D wishingto E
Both of these are currently
. F in the UK. !

Natural Law

.

G punishment is the state N

intentionally ending the life of an individual as

a result of said individual being convicted of a

serious H (such as

PROTECTED

[
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
|
1
1 -, . " 2
| Stustion Ehics s\ @ COPYRIGHT
1
| .
murder). This was a practice in the UK until ' |
1 1
1963. It remained technically a punishment for ' i
1 \
treason and piracy (although it was never JCCCCITTTITTICITCITTTITI |9

carried out) and was finally ontlawer

completely in 1998. F,

of
1 ) /clude
/

hanging, J , death by firing

829
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squad and the electric chair. It is still a legal

practice in many countries, including certain

-___..______..____..______...\ \J i 8 e i A i

i \
i Virtue Ethics E

states of the K . K



Tasues of Non-human 1ife and Death (a)

Aquinas believed ina C as instituted by God in Many E eth

1. Write the correct multiple-choice ) o
. the Bible. This hierarchy influenced the formation of Natural Law. In
answers in the gaps. thing to do is not to eat meat

this hierarchy, human beings are placed at the top, above animals

This heavily informs Aquinas’ view — because humans F N ’/ are others who may eat mea

The: enting of animal products has over animals, Aquinas would consider the cons ,fﬁ'pt{o ‘*f'/éa..fo meat (meat produced throu
traditionally been a normal part of Western b letely D 4
. ) e completely b ______ o = ) this to be the most loving w

society; however, recent developments in . ¢ /, S
farming methods have meant that larger r - j S \
amounts of meat can be produced (via SA 7 4 ' Creative NeW—.Age Inte'nflve

b 7nctrtjf Length Quality Validity Aristotle believed in a hie
A o Hierarchy level System Concept

-

. - D  forbidden encouraged  discouraged permissible human beings at the he
in a decreased B S ) a )

E Situation Virtue Religious Muslim
the animals being farmed, whi®®%s-an ethical F Level Hierarchy Concept System For this reason, it is permis
objection many have made against this G Animals Humans Non-humans  Souls

as virtues are extende

practice. Furthermore, there are ethical

debates around the idea that animals can be

i ” 4. ‘Scientific experimer
killed and esifen. 1asues of Non-human 1ife and Death (a) Hocipe

never be justified." A

2. Fill in the speech bubbles / Natural Law \
around Dolly the sheep with
the way in which each
ethical theory views cloning.

, b COPYRIGHT

/Situatinn Ethics \ \ﬁ N PROTECTED
\ Vlrtue Ethics \

4. ‘Scientific experimer |
never be justified.” E 9
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1. Which of the following refers to Aquinas’ view of the 2. Fill in the gaps in the paragraph below using the wor
value of animals? L
ST T T T T T T T s EE T EE I EEEEEmmEE ) e |
i a) Inherent value ; | A sports are a form of sport in which humans
1 b)  Intermittent value ! : ‘
1 ¢) Instrumental value 1 | animals in such away that = . s 'm to the animal. Forms of this
1 1
1 d) Involuntary value ! - r o
s ! : fighting and mur{h "het‘,'a _ivities are undertaken only for huma
' L
A ) n foi .mﬂ/)ther benefit, such as the slaughtering of anima
=] Ll | -
A //_ I i s i i e e o S R B e S i e I_ ________

Tasues of Nen-human 1ife

Sometimes animals are used as a C for organs use

willing donors, meaning that scientists have proposed the use of animals as

3.

Read the speech bubbles below, and in
the boxes write which school of ethical
thought each view belongs to.

’
1
1
:
1
1
1 whose organs are failing. The need for human organ donors far D
1
1
i
1
1
1
1
1

ethical considerations.

‘Animals are below human beings in the hierarchy
of existence, and, therefore, human beings are
able to use animals for whatever end they wish

A Gut Olympic Blood Competitive
a) B  entertainment benefit nutrition disappointme

C test scapegoat  source receptacle

D  underweighs  condemns  ruins outweighs

and they need not worry at all about the need to 4. In the boxes below, explain how each school of thought
treat them in an ethical way ~ it's a human would approach the issue of blooc ;ports.
prerogative to treat them in any way they wish.’
b) oo T T I J (Q -9 Y, -
' Natural Law g .«an Ethics Vit
: " 4
1
1

‘Love should be the end of every decision we make ]
— so we need to decide whether or not the

treatment of animals should be Iovmg, or

o loving outcome for hi1a beir s

precedence over t/

‘Only human beings are required to be treated
with virtue, so it isn’t important to treat animals
in a virtuous manner. However, it should be
considered how one’s virtue might be impacted by
immoral treatment of animals.”

]
|
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‘Normative thical Theories: Deontological €thica (1)

Aristotle formed the classical foundation, which was based =y * )
around telos and eudaimonia. St Paul's Letters formed the biblicg’ ™ ‘dai 'n 2 ’.’/

:

1

1

|

|

:

!

Aquinas’ theory of natural law is heavily influenced by th~ 2 4o 1 .,

-

Aquinas took up Aristotle’s ideas and combine- f...f\i\, h ' hoodn téachings
about God. He believed that moralitv ec. =« = L e Jjromtwo different sources

— the Bible and reasan. He ne a0, 'ﬁn _apts, the primary precepts and
the secondar,

-

Natural Moral Law:

It is the ethical theory of the Catholic Church that
there is a law inherent in the world from God
which must be followed. It was first formulated by
St Thomas Aquinas. He put forward his argument
in a series of precepts:

Key Precept: Mo
The moral principle from which all else is derived: that Modernfldant-tions ‘ol
we should aim to do good and to avoid doing evil. ) . for th
Primary Precept: o ey

rimary Frecept: J )

Fundamental rules which can never be broken and from

which secondary precepts are drawn: preserve life.

) =5/
R .
: : AN C) A\
reproduce, educate children, worship God, create an -~ —f’i’r'/ inle of Double w} \‘
27 Princpleof Doubie g e

orderly society. s s
¥ Bl ="
Secondary Precent - Double Effect while primary precepts Prog
Rules developed of, A} Alyprecepts. were absolute, Aquinas recognised that
deduced from pri situations where it is not possible to do becc
() good without also doing bad. It holds prop

that a bad consequence does not make
an act morally wrong so long as that
bad consequence is not intended.

When Gentiles, who do not possess the law, do
instinctively what the law requires, these, though
not having the law, are a law to themselves.

Romans 2:14

C
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‘Normative thical Theories: Deontological €thica (2)

Strengths
e It is compatible with and common to
everyone.

i e Itisan objective theory — certain actions

are inherently right or wrong.

e Double effect and proportionalism giv- J [
: degree of flexibility. Y %

)
e Evolutionary ng " X _,'(erf/
. _/
argue that ect. 5 purmoral

on ined genetically

—
are instinctive or naturally instilled in us in
some way.

.

. Weaknesses

l e Nature does not always seem to be good;

i there are many things which are instinctual
to us that might not necessarily be moral.

e Atheists are unlikely to follow this

i supposedly universal ethic as it is
inextricably tied to belief in God.

i e Issues with infertility would challenge the
primary precept of the importance of
natural reproduction.

e It suffers from the naturalistic fallacy

E (is/ought) — just because something is, itis a
leap of logic to infer that this makes - —
statement about how somett 4y * 20 ;/,
i o Feminist critgst ave 't ! it could
aist s¢he primary

n could reduce

E women to or¥®Eving value in their
biological reproductive function.

9P

~
ﬂying is immoral according tc.» ' [ural law. It violates
the primary precept "« “ Jjip ing God, much like
theft, because /' rec y orbidden in the Ten
Comn ™ me, - "/Exu us. It is also considered to

6la » ac primary precept of pursuing an ordered
o .J(\‘/ because falsehoods create issues in
communication within society, leading to malfunction.
This is an example of divine command ethics, because
Qt sources morality from the commands of a deity.

“You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbour
Exodus 20:16 NRSV

’/ (N(llll.l‘(l.l. \) .—ﬂppucam
. Morallaw(2) of The

- -

ﬂwever, in some circumstar-gs exceptions can be

made in natural law wh' . v Id view theft as being

the mo= "y ‘orr “hoi_e. For example,
propnri Yna fm ne ‘_Jargue that as long as there is
~+ 7 - Ona .~eéson to break a law, which upholds
: f/h«che’r precept, then it might be acceptable.

-

An example of this might be Jean Valjean from the
novel Les Misérables, who stole a loaf of bread to
feed his starving niece. The primary precept of
preservation of life would be deemed a proportional
reason to steal. If stealing somehow serves the
purpose of upholding the primary precept of an

ordered society, then it can be considered to be
\acceptable in Bernard Hoose’s proportionalism.
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‘Normative thical Theories: Teleological Ethica (1)

e Fletcher did not think that legalism or living without any moral codes

whatsoever were attractive ways of living. Situationalism, Fletcher’s )
proposed idea, is positioned in the middle of the two. d T /; A "4

e Onthe one hand, unlike the antinomian, Fletcher believe-n" ~ 'm¢ * - . . .
have some principle or concept to appeal to whe= 'Y fg. ) ti..al AI‘ItII‘IIJmmI'IISI'I'I
decision. This is agape, and the maxims ’; edfi n I =/~

e On the other, unlike the legalist. ~} o /s’tﬁ'af these principles
cannot be so abean s e s terequire a decision which flies in (
the face of S

e This ethicai IeoToéicaI because it is concerned with the

Fletcher believes that there are four presuppositions and six principles
which will enable someone to make an appropriate moral response.

Fletcher’s Six Tundamental ‘Principles ]

‘Only one thing is intrinsically good; namely love: nothing else at all’

‘The ruling norm of Christian decision is love: nothing else’
‘Love and justice are the same, for justice is love distributed, nothing else’ /____\/
‘Love wills the neighbour’s good, whether we like him or not’

‘Only the end justifies the means, nothing else’

‘Love’s decisions are made situationally, not prescriptively’ ¥ o " 4 COPYRIGHT
( "~ | FRetcher’s four
A __ PROTECTED
g - presuppositions
Cultural Background: ol W/ - viorl
- T, - | 2 p tism s
The foundation for situation ethi~~1" < v " & ~* ae-of change ragma resul [e]
o h L ~dh - |
worldwide inthad860s 4 Ll dding e
. N s~ w sitl
- ) it Relativism thardl Qg
A - - Being Education
= Civil rights movement Positivism |
=  [ontraceptive pill and sexual revolution lovely
= Hippy and student culture Personalism Dema
the de




‘Normative thical Theories: Teleclogical Ethica (2)

Strengths !

. It responds to social and moral change,
meaning that it fits well with modern moral
sentiment.

. It is in keeping with Jesus’ biblical rejection of
legalism. o i 4

e  Itgives modern Christians wh~ 7 D " b
uncomfortablegith may + ‘vl /I, —

Wa '\ | cose their
d tite strict boundaries of

legalistic
religious |
natural lav{d

) It provides flexibility and responsibility.

. Agape is widely considered to be desirable —
few would consider ‘love’ to be an
undesirable end.

-
/As with any applicatior ¢ "« luation ethics, the

only blanket ru L " _pp =d here is the service
of love (a «pd) Sre «_value is placed on love

+i 2t - _weof truth. As with theft, lying is

Ch o ~aged within traditional Christian discourse,
ﬁhlch had a heavy emphasis on Christian

practice. As situation ethics is a Christian ethical

-

Weaknesses :

° Pope Pius XlI criticised it and emphasised E
moral law. For some Christians, such as
those within the Catholic Church, this would !
be a significant issue. The Pope is considered
to be the closest person to God, and the
most in tune with the will of God. To decry
situation ethics as immoral, it would mean
such a Christian would struggle with this.

. Jesus condemned some actions as always
wrong. >~

. Peter Vardy argues that sit::z - A _
confuses asg 0d g ) ,"Iea"r/

r

=

guidanc( 'L‘f

. It could a! Ogﬂc.f\ jed to be easily abused to
get what il.r,faa‘l/s want rather than what
is moral.

° William Barclay argues that it creates
dangers of moral mistakes and harm.

u)ractice, this should be considered.

/_,,« W\~ 5
T &1 =ll % _ained through the use of an
(R e

‘A‘//Ije n in Les Misérables was imprison

¢ || _stealing — specifically stealing a loaf of bread

o/ his niece to eat (as she was starving to deatl

ethicist would consider this to be a moral ac
a loving course of action.

However, if an individual chose to steal a log

because they felt entitled to the bread or sir

feel like paying for it, then this would be con
Qnmoral. Here, the intent is the key issue.

COPYRIGHT
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‘Normative €thical Theories: Character-based €thica (1)

4 ] ] ] ] Excess |
Aristotle was an influential Greek philosopher - ‘
— = =

whose thoughts are at the heart of virtue ethics.

]

1

1 1 = (— i

1 | f >

1 His form of virtue ethics is a form of character : QBL *.l../s".: 5 —|

: ethics. His form of ethics posits that there are a ¥ '\ s = |

| series of virtues which human beings shor * A =

: adhere to. Aristotle believes in a hiex = '; 5015 o The extreme of the virtue This virti
N L - 1

1 at the top of which are huma 5 . -h _Athe | could lead an individual to properly

: basis of the, v ‘ _,A."The moral : put themselves or others at risks anc

| choices ter _ach day need to be ' unnecessary risk. oneself

| navigated L eason — hence Aristotle’s 1

| o . ) 1

1 deve®®gment of virtue ethics. |

\\‘ ‘/I T TTT~ ~ o

————————————————————————————— P >

-

"Living Well': The Concept of Eudaimaonia
For Aristotle, goodness consisted of something called Eudaimonia (‘good living’ or ‘flourishing’).
Every object has a certain function, a particular thing that it alone can do. Since everythi ~ jas

its 'partlcular u§e, SO musjc humans.-ArlstotIe th'lr'1ks '|t is our ratl(?nallty Whlch ser ‘C.‘ s ' ur COPYRIGHT
ultimate good is to exercise our rational capacities in the pursuit of Eudai oife Fur Ji Joniaisa
Greek word meaning ‘the highest good’ and is often referred *~ a' " = pir. == JutAristotle uses P ROTECTED

it to refer to the ‘good life’ / ‘human flourishing’. Itis - '¢ Gid\ }. te_2, but also involves social
- -
interaction — living in harmony and coopera’r"/' oy e\

A”A = 19

The Golden Mean dV v o

To work out wh: B o onsidered a virtue, Aristotle said moral agents need to find the
mean or balance E.d"r“ two vices, avoiding excess or deficiency of any virtue. To work
this out, individuals need to use practical wisdom (phronesis). This is an individual process
of working out what virtue is suited to each situation and to each individual. Thus there can
be no rules or maxims about how to act. Individuals use their autonomy and intellect to

work it out and then put it into practice. An example of this is below:
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‘Normative Ethical Theories: Character-based €thica (2)

Strengths For Aristotle ‘~; ' ly extension, virtue ethil

e  Virtue ethics are centred on the individual so liesar . e _vo very complicated
emphasises the role of the person in the making of a i snce ji-fg is primarily a social action,
moral choice. This emphasises personal moral 2 res a social function. Lying is not simg
responsibility, which many see as a positive +:f AN / ~ telling of an untruth, it might be omission ¢

giving of a false impression — all forms of
falsehood are encompassed within lying.

e The multifaceted nature of virtue =’ .+ ' farrie. v
: with human experience. It *2 =4 i T~ ,.e6rs into
i consideraticg =N & ) -k« 1 _Jis being approached.

If we consider truthfulness to be a virtue, t
virtue ethics dictates that we must treat th
other human being with this virtue. Theref

Qmust always tell the truth and lying wo

This mirt ‘L‘E as 1 2n-when making a moral
choice th! igﬂon ny different factors to consider.
° Things suck ,.«fécions are considered also, taking

——
undue emphasis away from reason.

E RGRCECEEEEEEE R PR EEE R PRTS

o It also gives us a way to gauge morality in others (i.e. considered to be immoral.
through the example of a virtuous person).
Strengths and ‘Weaknesses ]‘\/’ s
______________________________________ /7 . N
' Virtue \
Weaknesses ' |

. Some virtues are considered to be more important in
some cultures. If virtues are not universal, then this
causes issues with the application of virtue ethics
worldwide.

. It can be used as a general guideline, but it falters when
faced with extreme moral dilemmas; thinking of virtues
in depth does little to assuage the suffering of those in

——— -

=PNC ¥ COPYRIGHT

extreme poverty. rThe _'"'/’d.:f of virtue ethics, Aristotle, h P ROTECTED
. Virtues can also be difficult to practically apply dire © - //V stro’ng view Otheft' Theft, in

their nature of being subject to interpret>*” « v ) @ AL 2 L, B e

individuals applying virtue ethics <=+ = fue i nient | ‘base action’ —an action which is perfori

virtues differently. Becaus i /s e :;, urfis could E L2 S IO LS R e s 9

lead each —g L £~ et moral choices, , be moral in any way. a

which ar 1_"‘;9 ally yoad.” E 9
o Virtue ett WiedSgoxible that it can be interpreted in ’ Just as one cannot cheat on one’s spolgy EdUCO’tiOﬂ

many diffe\@®ays. This means that people can use the | a way which is considered to be virtuolg

same form of ethics and come to vastly different 5 one cannot steal in a moral way or towa

conclusions. How then can meaningful decisions be a moral purpose. In this way, virtue ethi

\sees theft as always wrong.

made using virtue ethics?

_____________________________________________________________________________




The fipplication of Natural Moral law, Situation Ethics and Virtue €thica

1asues of Human 1fe and Death. (1)

4[ Sitnation Ethica on Designer Babies and Cloning ]7

Joseph Fletcher, the founder of situation ethics, are:- i @t
use of genetic engineering to improve the kir - m fa ». W ./not
be totally rejected, as long as love = j / ) "'/md the
changes. If the aim icto lovir 'v 4, 2 2 thealth of the human
race (as oppo-gEt ex< B pe ;l.m’g/motivated by hatred of
- be considered to be okay. By eliminating
genetic conditid gduf- the use of genetic engineering,
Fletcher argues agape could be served by improving quality of life
for those who would have otherwise struggled with genetic
conditions.

-

He stipulated, however, that there would need to be considerable
regulation in place to ensure that this practice is not abused.

However, considering that situation ethics is a Christian form of
ethical conduct, this allowance can be countered by biblical
teachings. Such practices as genetic engineering could be seen as a
violation of God’s will and also as an action taken in discrimination
against the most vulnerable in society as it would
disproportionately affect those who are considered to be ‘lowly’ in
society (i.e. those with genetic conditions). It might be considered
unloving to intentionally genetically engineer away from such
conditions as it would be seen as taking away the right to life of
those who do have that condition.

A’ 4 - / -

through artificial fertilisation and gestation.

---------------- - - - e e - -

[\ N .;nrfoFgenetically engineered foetuses designed to
racteristics. This could either be in the efforts of avoidance
of genc\Zuu ions or due to desire for specific characteristics (e.g.
gender). C‘I’(ﬁng is artificially creating an exact genetic copy of another being

Virtue ethics m
designer babie:
system, it relies
if humans chan
or become unr
the same way.
diseases, the ct
demonstrate al
beings, it can b
and demonstra

Natural law mig
designer babigs
prevent the ort¢
inequalities ant
might simply bt
emphasise hun
that it is simply

going against G
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The fipplication of Natural Moral law, Situation Ethics and Virtue €thica

Tasues of Human 1ife and Death (2)

,/_

( Situation Ethics on . Wit s dl /dl ¢ _ue of natural law, due to the

— &mbruo €xperimentation he ' jinAquinas’ thought, life is considere

S 5|.tlfat|0|.1 ] @ f| _ais would mean that an embryo, a collection
Eth_lc'St it/ seE ROl Kathie acttorr_ 4 /"~ human life and must be respected and given t
Pt sive: o N b N - . Therefore, the primary precept of preservatio

e  One of the four workine ni') e of . . ) )
i ) - ) .- experimentation destroys the embryo itself, it
situation gt PR s rrsider . In a similar vein, embryo experimentation alsc

oo Gl _n~This is the idea of
Poortance of the

BPon. When applied to the issue
of embryo experimentation the question is
posed: when approaching embryo
experimentation, does one have to consider
an embryo a person?

. If an embryo is considered a person, then it
would be considered to be the most loving
thing to allow that person to live (i.e. not to

conduct the experimentation and destroy flmbl”l,w S’XPWWM‘ |

the embryo). However, if one took the
approach that the embryo is not yet a L_\
person, then it could be considered the most

loving thing to conduct the experimentation If eudaimonia is the et

as it would have immeasurable positive N o _, weighed up between | COPYRIGHT
benefit for the individuals who can r J i By using stem cells to

experience the medical benefit. ] =27 T individuals in their dai P ROTECTED
> ;
B Al SR

because it destroys an embryo during the gesi
° If one views an embryo as being a human life,
life — which violates the primary precept of wt
Exodus 20:13 it states that ‘You shall not mur¢
. A natural law theorist would view the destrug
as murder, and, therefore, that it would be in
violation of the primary precept of worshippir

the use of stem cells t

S. paralysed person wou

/! Embryos are the beginning stz < it > A ’/(;n.gﬁ/regnancy. When allowed K of virtue ethics. |9
to develop, arg oW . ) ~oetus which will eventually become . Furthermore, virtue el a
a baby. Emt \ ceion is the use of scientific research and humans extends only" 9
testing on en is with the aim of developing treatments/cures for regarding whether or EdUCQ‘tion

not then virtuous behi
towards this group, m
° However, if we do con
extended to them. Thi

existing condit ,/rn’t/he medical field. For example, human embryos
contain stem cells which can be used to treat specific chronic, debilitating
illnesses. However, in order for these experimentations to take place, the
embryonic cells are destroyed. The key ethical issues concern focus around
v whether or not these cells can be considered to have personhood. /




The fipplication of Natural Moral law, Situation Ethics and Virtue €thica

1asues of Human 1gfe and Death (3)

| situation &thics on fibortion |

Situation ethics approaches each individu?a! < \ L’:ov ) =~
differently depending on context. X \ B

Joseph Fletcher himselfus~d & 4 *'= ~dbortion in his text
Situation Ethoali 96, {je A ,hecﬁ?of situation ethics.

He argue : sit. ) _on'such as rape —in which he would
03{\00 ) be the most loving route to take for the
Ed\)c —surely, to save a young woman the trauma
of carrying and birthing a child following a rape would (he
argues) be the most loving course of action.

A common example used is the Angel of Auschwitz, a doctor who
performed multiple abortions on Jewish women during the
Holocaust, thus saving them from the gas chambers.

Abortion is the medical termination of a pregnancy. It is legal in the UK

before 24 weeks’ gestation following the Abortion Act in 1967.
It is a controversial practice, around which the following iscue ‘ar

o Ideas of personhood i

. Ideas of sanctity of life (of the foetus® g A g >

. Ideas of quality of life (of bo b~ the e _athe foetus)
/ o _//

° Ideas of autonomv . _

-

e _mstances of rape and/or incest)

J

Traditional
with two p
By acceptir
contradicts
Similarly, a
precept ‘to
That said, t
Church to |
mother’s li
At such tin
(the death
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The fipplication of Natural Moral law, Situation Ethics and Virtue €thica

Tasues of Human 1ife and Death (4)

_[ Natural law on Voluntary Euthanasia and {lasisted Suicide

/
!

A}

Voluntary euthanasia is the ending of a life of someone ¢ *t ir -
request via an intentional medical interventior ' 2 /|
medication). Assisted suicide is the ar‘*o edb ny Bl J -

individual to end their life vie . \ S Sn R ~such as by
providing them with Iif - = 5,0« ‘J/g‘ e differentiation lies
in who i « ,;-;g§ in the case of voluntary

-endin’g drugs are administered by a doctor

ereas within assisted suicide, the life-ending
drugs are auministered by the individual wishing to die. Both of
these are currently illegal in the UK. '

|

Euthanasia is the practice of ending a life, which is the intentional violation of one of
the primary precepts of natural law — the preservation of life. Therefore, generally
speaking, euthanasia is considered to always be immoral within natural law.

It is considered to subvert the order of society (another primary precer"/ N\ 7
subverts the natural role of a doctor (to save life rather than take .5 d: 'vei/x. 5
placing human beings in the position of choosing whe liv: 2 da - ” Ana

~

However, some people posit that the doctrin~ ! bl = ;e\ ~enables voluntary
euthanasia or assisted suicide in cer'r~’/ fUatic e _
This is the idea that actions v " 'z s " _moral consequences are permissible as

« o ". r abdﬁt good things.

If we apy, 9 b \dluhtary euthanasia and assisted suicide, we arrived at
the idea ¢ 1’99 W\ inistering of a fatal dose of painkillers.

Emphatice A/cannot be done on purpose. This should be done with the intent
to alleviate paln (a good consequence); however, it has the additional effect of
killing the patient (a bad consequence). Because the direct intent is not to kill, it is
considered to be permissible.

long as they wegs int- 1

Situatiof

° Agape lovi
voluntary
situationa

° The found
those whe

° He argued
experienci
and to ent

° However,

assisted st

it is the mi

° There sk
voluntary
. The idea |
euthanas
purpose ¢
to being |
euthanas
ideas of ¢
. However,
thought ¢
view that
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The fipplication of Natural Moral law, Situation Ethics and Virtue €thica

1asues of Human 1gfe and Death (5)

Capital punishment is the state intentionally
ending the life of an individual as a result of
said individual being convicted of a serious

the UK until 1963. It remained tr ';n —/) o
punishment for treason ~n 1 ac, = thoagn
it was neverge?t ut) v e .rrfa'lfy
outlawed co W) 1598, Forms of capital
punishment i _Jnging, lethal injection,
death by firing squad and the electric chair. It
is still a legal practice in many countries,

« including certain states of the USA.

___________________________________

crime (such as murder). This was a pracfif/\' r

_[ Virtue Ethics on Capital Punishment }_

° Aristotle, the founder of virtue ethics,
offers no direct application of virtue ethics
to the issue of capital punishment.

) However, it should be considered that it
was a common practice at his time and his
omission of talking about this might be
viewed as support or acceptance of the
practice.

° One important part of capital punishment

victims of heinous crimes —t' i v )\ Gl

just punishmzgfor e 3 - e 3 quadlly

4

o

experienced.

° Therefore, it could easily be argued that
capital punishment is easy to justify as it
serves the purpose of justice.

is the idea that it provides justice for~ 2 [ /|

r

4

=

=

a\ dh’
r P
ns. ~.on e#\ics, the service of agape is the |

\) ~egarding capital punishment, there are multi

/ viewed.

Firstly, it could be argued that it can never be
committed a heinous crime. Instead, forgivent
emphasis on forgiveness within the teachings
However, it could also be argued that to exect
definitely continue to kill innocent people mig
might be considered to be unloving towards il
could be argued to outweigh this.

Therefore, there are two key differing ways in
laying the emphasis once again on the contexi

Capital Punishment |
N\

P
7

Thomas Aquinas, the founder of natural law, consi
punishment to be perr- < |ble in certain circumsta
shall not mur” -\ "/}, ohibits the killing of oth
crimes e b i

- al . _nment for crimes as serious as homic
L' 3 vecept of maintaining an ordered society. Thi

/support the use of the death penalty.

It would then be considered not only permissible,

certain crimes.

However, capital punishment is the practice of kill
preservation of life. This is a key principle of natur
evaluating the approach of natural law theorists f¢
Natural law is based on the Bible, verses of which

crimes when these crimes are detrimental to the ¢
Therefore, someone who is following natural law ¢
the death penalty.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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The fipplication of Natural Moral law, Situation Ethics and Virtue €thica
Tasues of Non-human 1ife and Death (1)

to show virtue; therefore, if it could be
shown that benefit could be achieved
through cloning, a virtue ethicist would
probably consider it to be permissible.

4{ Natural aw on Cloning ]_‘ "

/l‘/

e  The main issue Aquinas would ha* == | , COPYRIGHT
with the process of clonir~ i tha 't :;/ - P ROTECTED

not a natural pro-2c =, « /bstn

natural or " g ~
. Moo 7 bk jeovery strongly that the |9
~ €r _w«hich things are within nature
5 _nould not be disturbed; as all cloning 09
|> takes place artificially this would violate i
this natural order and potentially a EdUCOtlon

human being could place themselves in
the place of God by creating life.




The {ipplication of Natural Moral |aw, Situation €thics and Virtue €thica

Tasues of Non-human 1ife and Death (2)

r 4 5) |
y |
' _y/’ -

4
. " 0 r - Scientifi
‘Vu1ue£tlwon8aelwﬁcw L ) & D * Scizntiﬁ'
o - L\ a==

Experimentatior 93 4 medical
S reatly ¢
e  Much like nas, \ e » svedina g N |
. = - suffering
hierar the v _ria’in which humans are .
> ° If it is sir
above ! ermiss|

° Therefo! ould consider it permissible for p e
- . justified

humans to use animals; however, modern .

.. . . . . Caring f(
ethicists might posit that virtue should be ) |
extended to all creatures and, therefore, the importa
suffering of the animals often endured during
scientific experimentation would not be moral. H

[ Scientific Experimentation ]

/o) : COPYRIGHT
P RW A A PROTECTED

[/ Anima'_ r fet ‘Jc.,:test'
- ajett. S 7_'sg.\.fn/tiff|c
j © 4 8. _imentation, e.g. to test
/ E ~medicines or cosmetics or to
! ensure they are safe for
- {\ human consumption and use.
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The fipplication of Natural Moral law, Situation Ethics and Virtue €thica

Tasues of Non-human 1ife and Death (3)

Virtue Ethica on the Use Oj‘ﬂmjor Food — ®  The eating of animal produ

and Tntensive ‘Farmuu; E )/ 7 i however, recent developm

1\d @ 5) . E can be produced (via inten

e Aristotle believed in a hierarchy in *L/\ s1id, ¢ Yieced B i animals being farmed, whii

human beings at the height 1 = ;i wa. - _/For this reason, :\ Furthermore, there are etk

he believed tegg itic 7 nic 3 to cat’meat The virtues SRR ———

require (CR rtu ¢ ‘\.\/ar/ e only extended to other \

human | 'vever " the attltulde;]requrl]red in ordefr to (—
cause un \&ag##®=ring to an animal through intensive farming .

may be cons"ii:llered to be a violation of a virtue in virtue ethics Th'e (UM ojﬂm a ‘l

and is, therefore, immoral. and Intervive Farmin

. Modern virtue ethicists might consider all creatures to be
entitled to virtuous treatment — extending this treatment to
animals as well as humans. Therefore, they would not eat
meat or practise intensive farming.

. They may also consider the harmful effect intensive farming
has on the environment in terms of examining the impact this
will have on future generations of humans. They have a
responsibility to treat future generations with virtue, and,
therefore, this might impact how they navigate this issue.

e d COPYRIGHT
4[ SMaﬁon&himontlw‘Uuojfﬂnilm'f,‘ L a._+ntensive Farming PROTECTED

>

~
° Situation ethics are governed by *' ~ "~ ‘DlF 7 Jgdpe. / i
° The concern here is wheth 1 “r. +h. __anoeings have a duty to treat all beings with agape love — or whetl 9
agape lovegs ol £ ‘irfan belngs, and not animals. 09
° Many sit icis\ elieve that the most loving thing to do is not to eat meat, and, therefore, they do
There are iSyio may eat meat, but choose to only eat free range meat (meat produced through ethigi EdUCOtion

elieve this to be the most loving way to approach the issue of eating meat — the idea that
eating the meat is fine, but that intensive farming is wrong.

° Largely situation ethicists would also consider the impact on human beings created by intensive farming; th
can often put undue strain on environments as well as disproportionately affecting the less fortunate.




The fipplication of Natural Moral 1aw, Situation Ethics and Virtue €thica

Tasues of Non-human 1fe and Death, ()

\ : ‘

[ ‘Natural 1gw on Blood Sperts -~ | 7~
o A 1 'l =

) Aquinas viewed animals — =/

as only having instrumental value — this meant the . 7 . ‘ereu =4

their only value to derive from the way '/ 00 B “ nwe used

L 2
by humans. -~ B > / - \
° For this reason, Aquinas 7 4 = e '/isméwith the practice of '

J=
7in _sich blood sports might be considered to be
w is the potential that the kind of viclence which
can be foSd in individuals and communities which practise or
engage in blood sports might spill over into their treatment of
human beings.

. This has the potential to lead to behaviour which might harm
humans, which would be an issue for Aquinas.

. Furthermore, allowing violent tendencies to be encouraged could
potentially threaten the harmonious nature of society. To violate
this would be an issue for natural law as it would violate the
primary precept of the upholding of the order of society.

‘Blood Sports ]

_______________________________________

) d COPYRIGHT

! Blood sports are a form of sport in which humans N 4 4 /.1 M
i observe or interact with animals in such a w='" s g P ROTECTED
i .that causes harrT\ to the ar‘nm‘a'xl. Forr f; is J 4: / . Virtue ethics are centred B
! include d?g_ flghtlng, Cole figh*n "_""‘6' Lg=" | Greek philosopher Aristotl
| These activitiesare u_je - ¢ [ dr fluman E s Elooalspereshere hirhi @ 19
i enterts'“'ngn* IRRE R jor ‘rny other benefit, : eonderin thern indicates B
Y D 3 g of animals for food. ,,' e  Virtue ethics traditionally € 09
T~ i uo ) s ’ necessary to treat animals Education
s . However, many modern et
extended to animals also; t
apart from entertainment.
. For this reason, they woulc




The fipplication of Natural Moral law, Situation Ethics and Virtue €thica

Tasues of Non-human 1ife and Death (5)

4
4[ Situation Ethica on Sourcing Organa from " nir fila:;j/;

° The principle of situation ethics will alwav~ ' AN a'r'v/1 Jy,"and will always

serve the interests of agape love. A @NY
° If it is possible and the mo=1 A1 n ”'/*u G is to transplant an organ from
an animal_tg isp T ‘.w“/x_,-this/to happen.

. The savii 1{?}9 han i isconsidered to be a good end in terms of agape —
the love & 2 oo ated by alleviated suffering and allowing loved ones to live
long and h.,, 2t lives rather than dying of an organ-related issue undoubtedly
serves the interests of agape.

° However, this must be balanced by the potential harm caused to the animals —
if raising an animal and removing organs severely damages the happiness and
quality of life of the animal, this might be considered to not be serving the

interests of agape and, therefore, would not be considered to be permissible

within situation ethics.

—[ Virtue Ethica on Sourcing ‘Organa from {Inimala )7

Traditionally it is thought that the founder of virtue ethics, r
Aristotle, would have been in favour of organ transplanting = om ( & =
animals. ~ ~

e  Thisis for a number of reasons, not least L/ LE B S r s <he”
virtue of using human reason to <= == ‘orc*) y.-posed by issues
with human organs. There | . JL /)It: T need of organs than

\ r '/\,{ransplantlng them from

S0 ed.

e isplays the virtues of compassion and mercy
towards th"®2rson receiving the transplant, which would be
considered to be a positive.

. However, virtue ethicists who extend virtues to animals may think
it immoral to use them as a source of organs.

The practice of soL
Aguinas’ thought g
possible to apply n
As before, the hier
central to the unds
This hierarchy mea
This could be used
extension, their or
permissible.

This is not only ma
precept of presenv
this is fine.
However, natural |
organs into a hums
considered to be a
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Mark Schemes
Levels of Response (AS)

Level Levels of Response (AO1)
» Answer should demonstrate a good level of knowledge and understa
Level 5 content which is requested in the question.
(13-15 * The answer should also make use of and reference to specific views ¢
marks) specific theories which demonstrate very good knowledge and und

Use of specific or specialist language should be employed accurately,
Answer should demonstrate fair knowledge and understanding. Ans

Level 4 subject raised in the question.
(10-12 e The answer should also make use of and v 1. 1ce to specific views ¢
marks) specific theories which are sufficic «vt 'd 1. onstrate good knowledg

Use of specific or special*. 1. - ua, should be generally employed a
Answer should /.4 1 '« = & sufficient knowledge and understanding
Level 3 the subint ¢ e ' i¥ine question.

(7-9 aT' s :.should also make use of and reference to specific views ¢

marks) sp _cfic theories which are sufficient to demonstrate knowledge and
g Use of specific or specialist language should be generally employed.
Answer should demonstrate limited knowledge and understanding,

Level 2 the subject raised in the question.
(4-6 e The answer should also make use of and reference to specific views ¢
marks) specific theories to demonstrate limited knowledge and understandi

o Use of specific or specialist language should be generally employed, 2
¢ Answer will demonstrate poor, or lack, knowledge and understandin

Level 1 directly address the subject raised in the question.
(1-3 » The answer should also make use of and reference to specific views ¢
marks) specific theories which are sufficient to demonstrate poor knowledgg

o Use of specific or specialist language may be employed inaccurately, (

Level Levels of Response (A02)
Answer should contain a high level of analysis and evaluation of the ¢
Level 5 e Strong argumentation should have been employed throughout the ar
(13-15 manner, and the answer should lead to a justified conclusion based o
marks) the answer.

Use of specific or specialist language should be employed accurately.
Answer should contain a good level of analysis and evaluation of the |

Level 4 e Good argumentation should have been employed throughout the ans
(10-12 C .
and the answer should lead to a justified conclusion based on conteni
marks) . .
o Use of specific or specialist language should be employed mostly acct
e Answer should contain a sufficient level of analysis and evaluation of
Level 3 the question,
(7-9 ¢ Some argumentation should have been emplev :d throughout the ang
marks) the answer should lead to a conclusior = <« .{ ¢ ! content analysed thi
» Use of specific or specialist Ianuz ‘e .5}. -~ 4abe employed. COPYRIGHT
e Answer should cont="m . nalysis and evaluation of the content PROTECTED
Level 2 . ) y =
(4-6 e Limited argu: s frati suollld have been employed throughout the g

marks) somew At <a o a conclusion based on content analysed throughou
e& ® n_peclfic or specialist language should be employed although lii

Answer will have given a poor standard of analysis and evaluation of
="the question.

L((e‘llle,’ 1 e Poor use of argumentation, or complete lack of argumentation, will b I 9
marks) answer. Answer will lack justification for the arguments or views pre Q
completely irrelevant to the desired topic. g

e Use of specific or specialist language will have been poorly employed Educa—tion

A Level Year 1 AQA Topic on a Page: Component 1B: Ethics: Answers Page 1of 11



Levels of Response (A Level)

marks)

Level Levels of Response (A01)
e Answer will communicate a strong knowledge base showing nuance
5 with fully relevant information included.
(9-10 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authorit
marks) o Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating e3
context and meaning of these phrases.
e Answer will communicate a good knowledge base showing nuanced
4 with mostly relevant information included.
(7-8 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
marks) correct.
o Use of specific language will be applie -«  rz ely, demonstrating at
the context and meaning of these on < . ©
e Answer will commuric «c 1 jequzi"ce knowledge base showing soi
. relevant infory w6 1) wded.
(5-6 e Refere ¢ o uly _<holars, views and sources of wisdom and authori

al Jed
@ Use of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfactory 1

meaning of these phrases.

Answer will communicate a limited knowledge base showing under:
information included.

(32_ 4 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
marks) and correct.
o Use of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfactory |
the context and meaning of these phrases.
* Answer will communicate a poor knowledge base showing very limi
1 understanding with little relevant information included.
(1-2 o Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
marks) and/or incorrect.
o Use of specific language will not be applied, or if it is it will be appliel
Level Levels of Response (A02)
e Answer will display outstanding analysis and evaluation of the conf¢
6 o Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authorit
(13-15 e Astrong argument will be displayed showing nuanced and balanced
marks) o Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating e3
context and meaning of these phrases.
e Answer will display above average analysis and evaluation of the col
4 o Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
(10-12 and correct.
marks) e Anabove average argument will be displayed showing balanced un¢
e Use of specific language will be applied accurately, demonstrating at
the context and meaning of these phrases. -
o Answer will display sufficient analv<i . ¢ ¢ve_ uation of the content
3 e Reference to the scholars. vi=i's . ﬁd‘ﬂ;\, «rces of wisdom and authori
(7-9 and correct, 3 ® 1%
e Asufficiert 5 fmei & vur be displayed showing some balanced und
marks) | e . g .. :
o Us~ of A ifi _language will be applied sufficiently, demonstrating s
¢ 1 c_tdnd meaning of these phrases.
Answer will display fairly basic analysis and evaluation of the conter
2 = Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
(4-6 and correct.
marks) e Abasic argument will be displayed showing some understanding,
o Use of specific language will be applied, demonstrating satisfactory |
the context and meaning of these phrases.
e Answer will display poor, or lack, evaluation of the content raised by
1 e Reference to the scholars, views and sources of wisdom and authori
(1-3 and/or incorrect.
marks) ¢ A poor argument will be displayed showing limited understanding,

Use of specific language will not be applied, or if it is it will be appliei
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Answers

1 Normative Ethical Theories

1. Deontological Ethics

1.

A)
B)
9|
D)

A)

B)

telos E) precepts
eudaimonia F) Hoose

Aquinas G) reason

two H) proportionalism

Primary precepts — fundamental rules which cannot be broken and which for]
Secondary precepts - rules which were developed 2. ‘he primary precepts
Key precepts - the moral principle from wh*3l ai ¢ Se .s derived: we should

Bernard Hoose was the first *=:fifn 1y ‘ntroduce the idea of proportionalis
had historically recog= = @ 1.\t ausolutism had its limitations.

While Aquinas} ‘. .. * fueprimary precepts were absolute - they are rule
ting di . .aces - healso recognised that sometimes life throws up sil
to d without also doing bad.

This Bible verse condemns lying. [t impacts natural law theory as, due to thi
commandment of God, it establishes the idea that to lie is to violate the prim
Therefore, it is always considered to be wrong.

This Bible verse condemns stealing. It impacts natural law theory as, due to
commandment of God, it establishes the idea that to steal is to violate the pr
God. Therefore, it is always considered to be wrong.

The doctrine of double effect holds that a bad consequence does not make a
that bad consequence is not intended.

A classic example is the case of killing an attacker in self-defence. Aquinas’h
reasoned that it is morally acceptable for an individual to kill in self-defence
intention was to preserve their own life rather than take away another’s.

Answers to the AS question should be marked against the AS AO1 mark scheme.
Answers to the A Level question should be marked against the A Level AO1 mark

Answer could include, but are not limited to, the following content:

Natural law is the ethical theory of the Catholic Church; it posits that there i
the Word of God which needs to be followed. This theory was developed by
Bible and on reason. He formulated a series of precepts - the key precept (tl
else is derived - that we should aim to do good and avoid evil), the primary
reproduce, educate children, worship God, create an orderly society) and th
developed on the basis of primary precepts).

One of the main strengths of natural law theory is that 't is objective - there
opinions; the rules are set and do not change d=¢ * lii 3 on viewpoints. Actl
right or wrong; there is emphatic clarity. ~~ /=~ )

The rules are taken from one cor a. - )Uue"'and, therefore, will not differe
law theorists believe that .l 11 1. .w applies to everyone and is, therefore, |

Thereisadegre o« '\-5__";-y to natural law, through modern development,

Bereasm Hi ¢ - _.'upo'rtionalism.
Fi 101 2, some modern neuroscientists, such as Pinker, have argued th:

be R are determined genetically, which fits well with Aquinas’ ideas al
However, we can observe that nature is not always necessarily good and, th
assumption that instinctive goodness is natural.

It cannot be considered to apply to everyone as it necessitates belief in God

have! This challenges the idea that natural law can be considered to be univi
Furthermore, some of the primary precepts are not possible for certain group
nature - for example, the primary precept of reproduction cannot be upheld k
The theory also commits the naturalistic fallacy - just because something is,
ought to be. For example, just because human beings are able to reproduce,

moral value to the act of reproduction.
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2. Situation Ethics

1. d) Agape

2. Agape is at the centre of Fletcher’s situation ethics. It is the Christian principle of
argued that agape was at the crux of Christian ethics and that as long as a moral ¢
agape, then it was moral - even if it violated traditional biblical laws.

3. Strengths:
[t responds to social and moral A) change.
It is in keeping with Jesus’ biblical rejection of B) legalism,
It provides C) flexibility and responsibility.
D) Agape is widely considered to be desirable.

Weaknesses: : _

Pope E) Pius XII criticised it 2 wu'¢ 1.5, sised moral law.

Jesus condemned sor; 1 . dlways wrong. Peter F) Singer (1) argues that
and givecameck 7 = ) guidance. It could also be argued that it could be easi
individ nt sather than what is moral. Barclay argues that it creates danger

4. ‘Thou Shalt love thy neighbour as Thyself Matthew 22:38

Fundamental Principles

‘Only one thing is intrinsically good; namely love: nothing else at all’

‘The ruling norm of Christian decision is love: nothing else’

‘Love and justice are the same, for justice is love distributed, nothing else’

‘Love wills the neighbour’s good, whether we like him or not’

‘Only the end justifies the means, nothing else’

‘Love’s decisions are made situationally, not prescriptively’

Fletcher’s four

presuppositions Explanation

Moral demands should be practical and achieve the

L. | Fragmatism which is love.

All situations should be assessed on how best to de

%. | Reladvism through following moral laws which use the words

Being able to say that ‘God is love’ on the basis of fa
3. | Positivism experience. The moral agent has to decide, through
the most important thing of all.1

4. | Personalism Demands that the needs .. 1. flportance of people

demands of mora’uet s, |

—— e i

COPYRIGHT
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7. Students should give an exam .o 'L b s the appropriate ideas of situation eth
given on the summar:} - « s “,edn Valjean in the novel Les Misérables who ste:
his sisterzmild {1 - :oving. Here, he was serving the interest of love of his fan
that, a¢ 7t situation ethics, his actions were moral.

8.  Students should give an example which fits the appropriate ideas of situation eth
page uses the example of when you may be required to lie in order to save the lifi
considered to serve the interests of agape as it is ensuring the safety and continu
love they share with their loved ones. Therefore, despite being something which
considered moral because it serves the interests of agape.
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1 1966 Situation Ethics: The New Morality, Philadelphia: Westminster Press
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Answers to the AS question should be marked against the AS AO1 mark scheme.

Answers to the A Level question should be marked against the A Level AO1 mark

e  Situation ethics is a form of Christian ethics developed by Joseph Fletcher w
of serving the Christian principle of agape — unconditional love as demonstr

o  Theftis the deliberate taking of an item or asset which does not belong to yt
or omission of a fact or falsehood.

e  Situation ethics is a Christian form of ethics, and, as stealing is discouraged 1
Exodus 20:15), most situation ethicists will view stealing as being immoral.
serve the purpose and end of agape in a contextual basis, meaning that theft
loving thing to do in certain situations.

e  This is well explained through the use of an example: Jean Valjean in the noy
for stealing — specifically stealing a loaf of bread in order for his niece to eat
situation ethicist would consider this to be a moral actian - asitis a loving ¢

° However, if an individual chose to steal a loaf c©%1 * .a hecause they felt enti
not feel like paying for it, then this would " ¢. =< dered to be immoral. Her¢

e  Aswith any application of sitvt’ s < 0 s, ute only blanket rule to be applie
(agape). Greater value is jidcC C ..0Ve than on the value of truth. As with ti
traditional Chris’ 'z - 4 st ..8¢ which had a heavy emphasis on Christian pr:
Chriss el 2 ,;cti'cé, this should be considered.

in vnich a situation ethicist might approach this question is not asl

wr #¥is whether or not lying would serve agape. For example, if lying wi

human being, then it is the correct moral choice in that situation - it is made

However, if a lie is told in order to avoid punishment, for example, then agaj

therefore, this is considered to be immoral.

3. Virtue Ethics

1.

2.

Aristotle

Our ultimate good is to exercise our rational capacities in the pursuit of eudaimo
meaning ‘the highest good’ and is often referred to as ‘happiness’, but Aristotle
‘human flourishing’. Itis an individual state, but also involves social interaction -
cooperation with others.

Students could give any example with an accurate explanation. The example and
summary page are included below as an example.

Excess Virtue Defit

<

Recklessness Bravery Cow

The ¢

-

The extreme of This virtue when
the virtue could practised properly this v
lead an can be used to take lead |
individual to put risks and <t¢- 1 up to all
themselves or to "2 en | meelf or to
others at ad yuwers when it up to
unnecessarv il | ' _matters. force
\___ 2L \_ NG
A virtug s 1. e useful in demonstrating practical virtuous behaviour. T
that by 7ing virtuous people and spending time with them, we can imitate th
subsequa#®®*Decome virtuous ourselves.

Students could give any three of the following strengths:

e  Virtue ethics are centred on the individual and emphasise the role of the pei
choice. This emphasises personal moral responsibility, which many see as a

e  The multifaceted nature of virtue ethics marries well with human experiene
consideration when a moral choice is being approached. This mirrors reality
choice there are many different factors to consider.

e  Things such as emotions are also considered, taking undue emphasis away

e Italso gives us a way to gauge morality in others (i.e. through the example o
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6. Students could give any three of the following weaknesses:

e  Some virtues are considered to be more important in different cultures. If vi
causes issues with the application of virtue ethics worldwide.

e Itcan be used as a general guideline, but it falters when faced with extreme
virtues in depth does little to assuage the suffering of those in extreme pove

e  Virtues can also be difficult to practically apply due to their nature of being
example, the development of medical technology has thrown up huge medit¢

e  Virtue ethics can be applied to these issues in different ways so different coi
then can meaningful decisions be made using virtue ethics?

7. Answers to the AS question should be marked against the AS AO2 mark scheme.

Answers to the A Level question should be marked against the A Level AO2 mark

e  Virtue ethics is a form of character-based ethics which was developed by Gr
the Golden Mean to find the ideal virtue as am’.’ . * pc¢ nt between deficient

e  Theft is the deliberate taking of an iter: o1 ass. % hich does not belong to y¢
or omission of a fact or falsehra<,

Arguments for:

o Theauilde -~ 7~ Le ethics, Aristotle, had a very strong view of theft. As he
sy | ceaabe considered that Aristotle’s view is the view of virtue ethics
whi own as a ‘base action’ - an action which is performed in a way wh
moral in any way.

e Justasone cannot cheat on one’s spouse in a way which is considered to be
moral way or towards a moral purpose. In this way, virtue ethics sees theft:

e  For Aristotle (and, by extension, virtue ethicists), lies and truth are two very
primarily a social action, which provides a social function. Lying is not simp!
might be the omission of a truth or the giving of a false impression - all forn
within lying.

° If we consider truthfulness to be a virtue, then virtue ethics dictates that we
with this virtue. Therefore, we must always tell the truth and lying would be

Arguments against:

e  Regarding the way in which Aristotle approached theft in particular, it is im
ethicists to consider that the way in which he approached moral issues is wi

e  He and his contemporaries were largely wealthy men of status, for whom st
by greed. This would obviously be wrong. One of the most important virtue
stealing uphold the virtue of justice then this might be considered to be mor

e  When applied to more vulnerable situations, such as stealing due to necessi/
order to survive) then a modern virtue ethicist might argue that it is moral t
would win out.

e  The tension with the issue of lying stems from the point at which the virtue
with other virtues. In this instance, it would be difficult to uphold both virtu
virtue ethicist would be in a situation where they would need to make a cho
need to hold up.

e  For example, if you have to lie to someone in order to bravely save another’s
the virtue of bravery and the virtue of truthfulness 2~ foming into conflict.

4. Issues of Human Life and Dea*" |
1. A) Designer = wi sonhood [) embryonic cel

B) characteristi~s <3 sanctity ])  illnesses

¢ a L G) quality K) personhood

D) T¢ jon H) Embryos

2. Natural Law:

e  Within the dialogue of natural law, due to the roots of the Bible in Aquinas’{
at conception (i.e. when sperm meets egg).

° This would mean that an embryo, a collection of cells, is considered to be eq
it is human life and must be respected and given the same dignity.

e  Therefore, the primary precept of preservation of life would apply to the eir
experimentation destroys the embryo itself, it cannot ever be moral, becaus

e Inasimilar vein, embryo experimentation also comes into conflict with the |
This is because it destroys an embryo during the gestation process, prohibit
human baby.
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If one views an embryo as being a human life, then the process of embryo e3
human life — which violates the primary precept of worshipping God. The Bi
of God, and in Exodus 20:13 it states that ‘You shall not murder’.

A natural law theorist would view the destruction of the embryo which takes
experimentation as murder, and, therefore, it would be in direct violation of tl
further violation of the primary precept of worshipping God, as to worship Ga

Situation Ethics:

A situation ethicist will always seek to take the action which best serves aga
One of the four working principles of situation ethics is important to considi
is the idea of emphasising the importance of the individual person. When ap
experimentation the question is posed: when approaching embryo experim|
consider an embryo a person?

If an embryo is considered a person, then it wez'4 - » ¢ hnsidered to be the n
person to live (i.e. not to conduct the evpe aric 1t ton and destroy the embt
approach that the embryo is not <=, . ‘rsc.'then it could be considered th
conduct the experimenta’;ca 1. . = ould have immeasurable positive benefi
experience the mai & o ~ifie

A

Virtue

If ¢ Ponia is the end goal, then the benefit must be weighed up between
If stem cells are used to treat and cure diseases which cause serious harm aj
their daily lives, eudaimonia would be achieved. An example of this would b
a cure for paralysis. Giving back the use of limbs to a paralysed person woul
eudaimonia, and, therefore, fulfil the purpose of virtue ethics.

Furthermore, virtue ethics stipulates that the virtue that one must show to {
to this group — humans. Therefore, there can be a debate had regarding whe
embryos to be part of this group. If they are not, then virtuous behaviour, si
not need to be extended towards this group, meaning that embryo experime
However, if we do consider embryos to be human beings then virtuous behz
Therefore, embryo experimentation could be considered to be immoral.

3. Students should correct the sentences as follows:

. . . Abortion can be considered to violate

A)  Abortion only violates one primary | . . : :

including the upholding of reproducti
precept. . :
ordering of society.

B)  Thereason behind wanting an The reason behind wanting an abortia
abortion is not important to virtue | ethics, as it is the deciding factor as to
ethics. be considered moral.

<) ]psep h FI?tCher belfeves abortion Joseph Fletcher believes that abortion
is wrong in every circumstance, . : )

correct and most loving thing to do in
even rape.

D) The dqctrme of triple ?ﬁf egt can The doctrine of double effect can somi
sometimes be used to justify . . .

L abortions in n2* ral law.
abortions in natural law. -]

E)  Virtue ethics does not differentiate | Virt e e i s differentiates its stance ¢
depending on the stage of foeta'~ . . veiopmental stage of the foetus - a|
development. e | Teeling pain is considered to be of grez

4. Answe e ; S question should be marked against the AS AO1 mark scheme,
Answel ' A Level question should be marked against the A Level AO1 mark

‘DeEiier Babies’ is the term for genetically engineered foetuses designed fc
This could either be in the efforts of avoidance of genetic conditions or due
characteristics (e.g. gender). Cloning is artificially creating an exact genetic ¢
artificial fertilisation and gestation.

Joseph Fletcher, the founder of situation ethics, argued that the use of genet
human race should not be totally rejected, as long as love is the reason behii
lovingly improve the health of the human race (as opposed to, for example, |
disabilities) then it could be considered to be okay. By eliminating genetic ¢
genetic engineering, Fletcher argues agape could be served by improving qu
have otherwise struggled with genetic conditions.
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o  He stipulated, however, that there would need to be considerable regulatior
practice is not abused.

e  However, considering that situation ethics is a Christian form of ethical conc
countered by biblical teachings. Such practices as genetic engineering could
will and also as an action taken in discrimination against the most vulnerabl
disproportionately affect those who are considered to be ‘lowly’ in society (
It might be considered unloving to intentionally genetically engineer away {
be seen as taking away the right to life of those who do have that condition.

e  Virtue ethics might oppose designer babies for a number of reasons. The firt
system, it relies on identifying a specific set of ends for human activity. How
through DNA editing, these might eventually change or become unrecognisz
virtue might not apply in the same way. Another reason might be that beyor
the creation of designer babies cannot be said to express or demonstrate an
trying to improve future human beings, it can b= s = 1« ‘e focus of the virtuo
of, and demonstrating virtue to, those imr eui te y around them.

e  Natural law might oppose desigr z.'Y ' =s wra humber of ways. One way is |
prevent the ordering of s c.e v. ¢ Zcrally if it heightens and influences ineg

those whoare ri=h -« oo o4 tfowever, another might simply be from the pr
andgalica” < 1.t emphasise human beings as made in the image of God
si ro. g-to interfere with nature, and as such designer babies are goin

5. Issues of Human Life and Death (b)

1. A) intentional E) die [) capital
B) Assisted suicide F) illegal ]) lethal injectiol
C) doctor G) Capital K) USA
D) individual H) crime

2. a) The case of Tony Bland.

Natural Law: A natural law ethicist would disagree with the choice to remo
Euthanasia is the practice of ending a life, which is the intentional violation |
natural law - the preservation of life. Therefore, generally speaking, euthan:
immoral within natural law. It is considered to subvert the order of society |
subverts the natural role of a doctor (to save life rather than take it) as well

position of choosing who lives and dies. The doctrine of double effect could

there was another medical reason to remove his nutrition.

Situation Ethics: Agape love is at the heart of situation ethics and, therefor«
euthanasia and assisted suicide, the morality of such choices is situational.
his family might have been considered to be so great that it would be consid
approach this issue. Therefore, it could be considered to be justified under s

Virtue Ethics: The idea of eudaimonia is central to the debate about the mo
(human happiness/flourishing) is considered to be the purpose of human li
able to achieve this end, due to being in a medical condition such as PVS (pe
euthanasia would be considered permissible. This." 1. bf argument marries
quality of life. Therefore, since Tony Bland ..a /i = bersistent vegetative stz
to be unable to experience eudairzoi ‘2 n. + serefore, this would be permis

B) Natural Law: The f~» ~ * 04 aaral law (St Thomas Aquinas) believed that ¢
for certain ~in'=_ = ¢h ws homicide, as this is laid out as a punishment in the

| Vi ewgtrkilled 168 people in his act of terrorism, this would be a cl¢
Int according to natural law. While the preservation of life is a prima
alsc®primary precept. Upholding justice (administered via punishment for ¢
important in maintain order in society and, therefore, a natural law theorist »

Situation Ethics: Agape must always be upheld in situation ethics - however,
ways to this situation. Firstly, it could be argued that it can never be in the ser
- even if they have committed a heinous crime. Instead, forgiveness and rehal
in keeping with the emphasis on forgiveness within the teachings of Jesus. Ho
to execute an individual who shows no remorse for serial killings and will def
people, might be the most loving thing to do for the majority of people. While
unloving towards the murderer, the amount of agape shown to the remaindet

A Level Year 1 AQA Topic on a Page: Component 1B: Ethics: Answers Page 8 of 11

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

I9

49

Education




outweigh this. In the case of McVeigh this could be applied directly - as he kil
number of people, then it might be loving to protect the rest of society from fu

Virtue Ethics: One important part of capital punishment is the idea that it p
heinous crimes - the idea of a just punishment for a crime being equally wei
ethics, is one of the virtues for which no excess can be experienced. Specific:
this is such as colossal crime (with so many impacted) that it could be argue
just conclusion.

Answers to the AS question should be marked against the AS AO1 mark scheme,

Answers to the A Level question should be marked against the A Level AO1 mark
(The example answer here is of situation ethics; however, students’ answers could r
ethical theories covered in this course. Correct and relevant content should be awai

e There are two main issues which should k' af Sr a_hed concerning the end
- those of capital punishment an-’ ~  ta,, cuthanasia (and assisted suicid

) Capital punishment is the,-a £ . “2dlionally ending the life of an individual
convicted of asexi ;.1 =2 (such as murder). This was a practice in the UK
techzagally = =~ n- nent for treason and piracy (although it was never carr
foll ly 11998. Different forms of capital punishment include hanging,
sq? #1 the electric chair.

e  Voluntary euthanasia is the ending of a life of someone at their request via g
intervention (i.e. medication). Assisted suicide is the act of enabling an indiy
medical manner, such as by providing them with life-ending drugs. The diffe
administering the drugs - in the case of voluntary euthanasia, the life-endin
doctor or professional, whereas within assisted suicide, the life-ending drug
individual wishing to die.

. In situation ethics, the way in which a life can be ended morally must be apg
and always serving the interests of agape.

° The founder of situation ethics was a proponent of voluntary euthanasia for

) He argued that it is the most loving thing to do for an individual who is expe
allow them to die in the way they wish to and to end their suffering.

) In terms of whether or not it is moral to take the life of a prisoner in recomp
punishment), the issue must be considered in light of what end would creat;

° Firstly, it could be argued that it can never be in the service of agape to take
committed a heinous crime. Instead, forgiveness and rehabilitation should &
the emphasis on forgiveness within the teachings of Jesus.

) However, it could also be argued that to execute an individual who shows nq
will definitely continue to kill innocent people, might be the most loving thii
While it might be considered to be unloving towards the murderer, the amo
remainder of society could be argued to outweigh this.

6. Issues of Non-human Life and Death (a)

1.

A) intensive E) situation
B) quality F) hierarchy
C) hierarchy G) humans

D) permissible

Situation Ethics: If cloning rc ..u ¢ .-~ cowards a loving outcome (such as hay
development, meat o=y - ; “o. _avironmental solutions, etc.) then this would be
If artificizegmoniy, -~ 2 . 5 cause pain to an animal (i.e. due to genetic issues as a
this w | bi considered to be moral.

Natural Law: The main issue Aquinas would have with the process of cloning is
disturbs the natural order. Natural law holds very strongly that the order in whic¢
not be disturbed; as all cloning takes place artificially this would violate this natu
being could place themselves in the place of God by creating life.

Virtue Ethics: Aristotle gave no direct guidance on cloning, as it was not possibl¢
However, he did not see animals as creatures to whom humans are required to sho
shown that benefit could be achieved through cloning, a virtue ethicist would prob
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Modern demand for increased meat production has led to the development of dif
intensive farming. This results in a decreased quality of life for the animals being
objection many have made against this practice. Furthermore, there are ethical d
animals can be killed and eaten.

Answers to the AS question should be marked against the AS AOZ mark scheme.

Answers to the A Level question should be marked against the A Level AO2 mark

. As modern science has developed, there has also emerged the necessity for
scientific experimentation to develop products such as cosmetics and medic

e  Animals can be used as test subjects for scientific experimentation, e.g. to te
ensure they are safe for human consumption and use.

Arguments against:

) Some situation ethicists would argue that scien**fi - x; erimentation has gre
scientific experimentation on animals cre: ces - 2cor treatments for medic
immeasurable suffering, then thi .« ! gicatly serve agape.

. This would be the most 1.0 "« - ,to do for those suffering in pain as a res
they would cons**¢ - & s ~vice of agape as being sufficient justification for
exnoamced - 90 jals.

la vethicist would consider scientific experimentation on animals
the n of hierarchy in life.

. Aquinas believed in the hierarchy of creation, with human beings at the top.

. For Aquinas, animals have an instrumental value rather than a moral value
human beings and their value does not go much beyond this.

. Aquinas also puts a huge emphasis on reason, something which could be se1
experimentation.

. If human reason and knowledge are served by the use of animals for experii
consider this to be a moral choice.

. The same hierarchy is observed within Aristotle’s virtue ethics - and in a sii
reason why animals should not be experimented upon. Virtues should only |
beings, and do not need to be extended to animals.

Arguments for:

° In situation ethics, while many view it as permissible to experiment on animn
cosmetic motivation would not be considered permissible.

o Caring for the welfare of animals might be considered to be more important

e  While Aristotle’s view of the place of animals can influence the way in whick
ethicists traditionally, modern ethicists have argued that this practice might

) Such virtue ethicists might posit that virtue should be extended to all creatu
the animals often endured during scientific experimentation would not be n

7. Issues of Non-human Life and Death (b)

1.

2.

C) Instrumental value

A) Blood C) source
B) entertainment D) outweighs
A) Natural law AP S Ztnics

B) Situation ethics

Natur A s

Aquina? d animals as only having instrumental value - this meant that he ¢
derive from the way in which they can be used by humans, For this reason, Aquir
practice of blood sports. However, one way in which blood sports might be consi
is the potential that the kind of violence which can be fostered in individuals and
engage in blood sports might spill over into their treatment of human beings. Thi
behaviour which might harm humans, which would be an issue for Aquinas. Furt
tendencies to be encouraged, this could potentially threaten the harmonious nati
would be an issue for natural law as it would violate the primary precept of the u
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Situation Ethics:

Situation ethics would largely oppose blood sports. In the interest of agape, there
toward this end by blood sports. The only benefit that blood sports can garner fo
and, at that, entertainment derived from fulfilment of negative, bloodthirsty moti
value of lower importance to situation ethics, coming far further down the list th;
Furthermore, humans can entertain themselves through means which do not cau
important to remember that this will always be depending on the situation, as it

Virtue Ethics:

Virtue ethics are centred around the thoughts of Greek philosopher Aristotle — a |
when discussing blood sports. Blood sports were highly common during the timj
does not condemn them indicates that he had no issue with them. Virtue ethics ti
human beings, and, therefore, it is not necessary to treat animals with respect. H¢
have countered that ethical virtue treatment should he - 1. 1ded to animals also;
there is no benefit to human life apart from ent « & nr 13 at.

For this reason, they would oppose bl A _‘ ~rt_

5. Answers to the AS qupc -l d be marked against the AS AO2 mark scheme,
Answers teghe A« e, 1esuon ‘should be marked against the A Level AO2 mark
) 0 eV zysof heallng particular illnesses is to transplant an unhealthy
he #he,
. The need for human organ donors far outweighs the number of willing dont
proposed the use of animals as an alternative.

e This throws up ethical considerations.

Arguments for:

o Natural law does generally support the instrumental use of animals; howevs
practice as by transplanting animal organs into a human, the biological orde
which would be considered to be a violation of the primary precept of uphol

. Modern virtue ethicists might consider this to be an unethical practice as th
extend virtuous treatment to animals as well as humans. Therefore, to use t|
considered to be unethical.

e Asituation ethicist would generally see sourcing organs as a positive thing
receiving them due to the large amount of benefit and agape generated by s:
harm caused to the animal against its consent, meaning that this might be c¢
interests of agape and, therefore, would not be considered to be permissible

Arguments against:
e  The principle of situation ethics will always differ situationally, and will alw
love.
. Therefore, if it is possible and the most loving thing to do is to transplant an
permissible for this to happen.
e  The saving of a human life is considered to be a good end in terms of agape -
alleviated suffering and allowing loved ones to live long and happier lives ra
related issue undoubtedly serves the interests of agape.
° Traditionally it is thought that the founder of virtue ¢* ics, Aristotle, would
transplanting from animals, . COPYRIGHT
e  This is for a number of reasons, not '~a't1 ’C‘ Lot Serves the virtue of usin
problem posed by issues with" 1 m. | . gans. .There are more people in nees PROTECTED
donate them, and bv t-1 spla t ng them from animals this issue is solved.
. Furthermorp Mosp LS the virtues of compassion and mercy towards thi
ou 1, considered to be a positive,
siew about the hierarchy within the world which places human be
un - nding of natural law, and, therefore, central to the way in which ory
be interpreted in natural law.
e  This hierarchy means that human interests are placed above animal interes| a
. This could be used to argue that it is possible for humans to use animals (an 9
their own purposes and for this use to be completely permissible. EdUCDtiDﬁ
° This is not only made permissible but is potentially encouraged when one ¢
preservation of life - if this is furthered with the use of animal organs, then |

I9
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