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Springboard 1

‘We will run the country until such time as “What
we can do a safe, proper and judicious Venezu
transition... We’re going to have our vary that vic
large US oil companies, tb:- s ﬁgest law...
anywhere in the world, ..A spend governi
billions of dollarv fﬁ: e badly broken with u:
infrastrogtuy~ L2 3 gil mfrastructure, and cooper:
start n 1gwmoney for the country and we framew
are rea®y to stage a second and much law.’

Acting |
Rodriquez.

President Trump claims the US will run Venezuela after
capturing its president, Nicolas Maduro, in a raid in which 32
Cuban soldiers who were protecting Maduro were killed.

Discussion Points

B To what extent do you think it is true that this military action is about a ‘war on.

B Trump seems to claim control over Venezuela without actually having control of &
think the threat of further use of force will be enough for Venezuela to acquiesce

B According to the US Constitution, only Congress can declare war. What does thi
strength of checks and balances in the US?

B Given the apparent justification of a ‘war on drugs’, 37" < *_a. ern of attacking coul

Trump's policy represent a real departure froma t' e f;f"ﬁ,,s’ ong-term foreign policy
-~ & | 2
A °
Springboard 2

‘We reed Maduro as an illegitimate President a
about the end of his regime.

I reiterated my support for international law this
government will discuss the evolving situation wit

the days ahead as we seek a safe and peaceful trans
government that reflects the will of the Venezuelan ;

Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s statement on the US capture of Maduro. Madu COPYRIGHT
Corina Machado, had been banned from participating in the 2024 election - i PROTECTED
reasons the 2024 elections were regarded as neither free - sr fair. Machado rec
Nobel Peace Prize - apparently coveted by Don“"J 1 1p - for her work as the
favour of democracy. s
4 o

Discussion Points TOAY |9
B Why is it difficult for s it g j e Minister to criticise the US government?

B Does a | rel . ' weaken international law? Qg

B |nthe ap M& y Unthinkable but not impossible scenario that the US tries sorn Ed .
which as afr autonomous territory of Denmark is a US ally through NATO — what ucation
would be?
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A Word from the Editor

2026 begins with a crisis as the US tries to take over Venezuela by capturing its president. We've tackled
this in the springboard and I'm sure we'll be seeing more on this in the next few issues.

Surprisingly stable polling that puts Reform ahead (but not with enough support to win an election)
means it's time for everyone to take a serious look at the Labour and Conservative parties’ competitors.
So, our focus on political parties in this issue begins with Reform UK (overleaf) and Your Party (page 8).

This also marks the start of a 2026 series on devolution — with the next big electoral markers being Floa
elections to the Scottish and Welsh parliaments in May. We're starting with an overview of the Scottish :
Parliament (see page 16) and will continue with more on Wales and other parties this year.

After this year's devolved votes, 2027 looks relatively quiet for planned elections (although it may feature more locals than usual with
lots of reform to boundaries), while the 2028 London mayoral election will no doubt be a key one. And if the next general election is
not held that year, it'll be in 2029.

But the most important vote that happens in the next year could be one internal to the Labour Party — if, as many predict, Starmer
resigns before the end of the year. While this shouldn't be happening just looking at election results, his popularity is stubbornly low,

and poor May election results could be the first trigger for either a challenge or resignation. That's something to watch in 2026!

We welcome feedback and contributions at SamFrancis@PublishMeNow.co.uk
If you have any ideas for the magazine, or articles you'd like to write, please get in touch!
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Reform L

a breakthro:gh in 2

Graham Goodlad asks Wheth" wi fb:j;. J..can bu:/d on its remarkable success i
T 4

Both Edexcel and AQA ¢ a4 w&:w:ﬁuio study minor or main parties. In

emerging ¥ a>  urimpact on UK politics, Christopher Harbar
and the @oﬁ“" A.nce of a multi- -party system. largest single don.
Understandi®y the rise of Reform UK, the country’s Reform also repoii
leading party of the populist right, and its prospects, political party, with

is therefore worthwhile for A Level Politics students. comfortably overta:

Reform UK achieved remarkable success in July 2024
with the election of five MPs (see Table 1). Previously
it had just one, Lee Anderson, who joined Reform
after being suspended from the Conservative Party
over claims that London had been taken over by
Islamists. The UK's first-past-the-post voting system
meant that its 14.3% vote share was not translated
into a proportionate number of seats, but it was still
a significant achievement. In the May 2025 local
elections, Reform secured 41% of the council seats ;
that were up for election, and took control of .2~

councils. In two areas — Greater Linco"'ﬂ i i
Hull and East Yorkshire — a Rpfff A L "&Jayo’r“ was
elected. 117 " 4

There are '11 ig. . of success for Reform UK. It
averages 27 eao‘?*" most opinion polls - roughly 10

percentage points higher than either of the two

Table 1: Reform UK MPs
. Still a
Name Constituency Reform MP?

Nigel Farage Clacton, Essex Y Party lea
Richard Tice Bgston aqd Skegness, v Party lea
Lincolnshire deputy |
) . . Left the |
Lee Anderson Ashfield, Nottinghamshire Y 2024;10
Suspend
Rupert Lowe Great Yarmouth, No=fol 7~ /> 7N 2025 fol
g now org
et \¥ i . right-wit
“~ tl sasildon and East Left Refﬁ
L A N allegatia

“Thurrock, Essex .
receive {
Runcorn and Helsby, Elected |
Sarah Pochin Cheshire Y Reform |
Former (
Danny Kruger East Wiltshire Y minister;
Septem
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Not surprisingly, the party leader, Nigel Farage, is in
buoyant mood as we enter the new year, and he has
told his followers to be ready for a general election
before the officially expected date of 2028-29.
A YouGov poll in September 2025 predicted that
Reform would emerge as the largest party in a
general election, falling just short of an overall

majority. How secure is the progress made by “i.c

party, and what does the future hold for *? >4
i s”'w “. y A
Opportunities and choll 5. - ). —~ ../~ :

¢¢¢¢¢¢

Reform UK N o pport comes from male
rather than@ thers, andfrom older rather than
younger ag\@®oups - although it also attracts a
significant minority of 18-30-year-old men. Polling
suggests that those who opt for it do so because it is
different from the two main parties, both of which
have proved disappointing in office. It offers radical
solutions and adopts a tone that speaks to many of
these voters. Predictably, the key issue most often
cited isimmigration - the failure of Conservative and
Labour governments to ‘stop the boats’. This links to
a wider concern among older, less affluent voters —
many of them living in east coast constituencies now
represented by Reform MPs - about the pace of
social and cultural change in recent decades.

The party faces some significant challenges 4

issue has been the quality of its candic .*<  vit..d
number ordered to step down i w wnap to the
2024 election after emh i s «, cial media posts
from them A wqed “Insiders claim that
vetting ano g procedures have improved since
then. Howe @# 1’1egative stories have continued to
come out. In December 2025, Farage himself was at

the centre of allegations that he had indulged in
racial abuse as a school pupil in the 1970s.

Farage is a ‘Marmite’ political figure. Support for
Reform increased after he took over the party
leadership from Richard Tice during the 2024
election campaign. Farage’s down-to- earth, straight-
talking, pub-going persona appeals to a significant
audience. He has even started to gain traction in
Scotland - a part of the UK where, as leader of UKIP
in 2013, he once had to escape from hostile 3
demonstrators in Edinburgh. On the other lan f, ~
sizeable section of public oplnlon "L as a
divisive figure. He has attrar* < 5nt ] \\ersy not only
for his views oglimuy '« oo v m.d ’the EU but for his
criticism off » e Nmronmental policies and his
admiration & ﬂnald Trump. His high profile has
also led to accusatlons that Reform is a ‘one-man
band’, with few substantial figures at the top.

Another issue is how well-prepared Reform is for
government. There have been suggestions that its

g

-

economic policies ¢
row back from ea:|
citing the state of |
also pledged to re!
without giving a cle:
the French governit
ad councils have

' expected to make la

realities of running |

Present opponents.
Over the last year ti
defectors from the
A serving Conserva
Reform last Sept.
Conservative MPs |
them are some |
Nadine Dorries, Sit
Jenkyns, now Refori
Reform also has on¢
upper house, Lord ©
in Scotland.

However, thereis s.
that some of the fai
politicians, motivate
ind a parliament
keform is sensitive
out a rebranding e
would not be toits ¢
supporters of the

which they see .
immigration, taxatic

The relationship

Conservative Party
Conservatives, hou
movement on its ri¢
matter. At the Dec:
Party, as Reform wa:
down in Conservi
Johnson to win @
guarantee the impi:
for which he had foi
“natter in the July
orthcoming this
have cost the Conse
by splitting the righ!

Farage was quick i
end of 2025 tha!
Conservatives was
insisted that he cant
track record in
commentators have
kind of deal, it is
power on its own. »
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voting was demonstrated in two by-elections for Discussion Questi

devolved parliaments last year — at Hamilton in 1. How far do you it
Scotland and Caerphilly in Wales. Labour took the UK depends on i
former from the SNP, while Plaid Cymru won the 2. Will the UK’s first:
other, hitherto a safe Labour seat. In Caerphilly, the prevent Reform .
size of the swing to Plaid (27.4%), and the unusually future general el

1

high turnout for a Welsh Parliament contest (50.4%), .

. o P Duestion in the Sty
suggest that many voters supported Plaid to k7. " B Evaluate the view
out Reform.

4 B parties have limite

il must consider thi:
Where next? Wi L
,,,,, view in a balance.

Reform is tizmiAto - . \;g “i i the next big electoral
test for UK@ tire May 2026 local elections. The
Starmer gov@®iient has had a disappointing first 18
months, dogged by policy U-turns, sluggish
economic growth and slow progress on improving
living standards. Similarly, the Conservatives remain
in the doldrums, with Kemi Badenoch’s leadership
widely seen as uninspiring. But it is likely that we are
still three to four years away from the next general
election, and a great deal can change in the interim. It
is an open question whether Farage and his party can
sustain their current momentum for the long haul. &

Dr Graham Goodlad teac:
is a co-author of the Pear.:
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fao’flle' Zohran Mamd

Ideolo%: Democrat Nationality: American

Career: Mayor of New York City

Personal Profile

Born in Uganda to a Hindu film-maker mother and a Muslim
academic father in 1991, Zohran was given the middle name
‘Kwame’, after the first president of Ghana, an important figure in
the postcolonial politics which is his father’s academic focus. It was
this name he used in his campus newspaper at Bowdoin College in
Brunswick, Maine, writing on a range of topics in ‘Kwame’s
Column’.

|

Mamdani’s political activity began in ea ae t - j ‘e his interest in ra|
article where one of his favorric - 3ela’alscussed support for a l¢
2015 he Volunteered ires fSpe WAL e’lecnon for New York City Counc:
Mamdam was hi emxtéd to the City Council.

Compe £<5°‘~ n the 2025 mayoral elections against former Democrati
Mamdani represented the relatively radical left of the Democratic pa!
childcare, affordable homes, and a $30 minimum wage by 203¢
democratic socialist. During the campaign, President Trump thre:
funding if Mamdani was elected. Mamdani won the election with just

Mamdani became the first New York mayor to take an oath of offic:
holy book, in a ceremony in the old City Hall subway station on
afterwards sworn in by Bernie Sanders, the left-wing independent S¢

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

don’i
have bi

New York will remain a citv »f
immigrants: a city hut) by
immigrants,  <t(w.ed by
immigrar?s ,.{ Z, as of tonight, I am |
lecg®a \ ..iimigrant. So hear me, democt
Pre%¥ent Trump, when I say most d
this: to get to any of us, you will refuse
have to get through all of us.’ any of {
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300 Words & an E
The Your Part;y

An exam-style 300-word extract fol swi C,; ,,fstrong essay with exami;

-

The formation of Your Party .- /o wcwl.—rfé “six MPs

including former Labour! & ﬁxxﬁﬁrbm and Zarah
Sultana — wzee@lhot & . - waly 2025. It has a socialist
agenda and to tie left of Labour. It pledged that
key decisiot! t the organisation would be made
democratically by the membership at the party’s
inaugural conference in November — which meant
months of uncertainty and often confusion, not least
about whether it would keep the name Your Party. (It
did.) It seeks support from voters and MPs dissatisfied
with Labour, and has had some success on this front.
However, it has been beset by power struggles, infighting
and the resignations of two of its MPs.

Its inaugural conference was relatively well-attended
with around 2,500 supporters but, according to
Sultana, they were not given the option of voting for a
dual leadership. They voted against having a single
leader and opted for a leadership committee with a
chairperson who must not be an MP — which ruled out

both Corbyn and Sultana. This could significantly den’ 4 .
9" A

the party’s media and public impact. j

-~

Your Party is one of several qu il ';xwp.,»em’élzging UK
parties  which have : % . itmber, size and

i cel Ly, making UK politics more
pluralist, ¢! T‘L 9,0 ‘ive ‘and — for better or worse —
unpredictabNa#®®hopes to redress the UK’s political
shift to the ught at least partially. It could potentially
jeopardise Labour’s place as the dominant party on the
left, just as Reform UK is undermining the
Conservative Party’s dominance on the right. However,
Your Party has to contend with a Westminster electoral
system which usually disproportionately favours the
larger parties, and also with a rising, left-wing Green
Party under new, self-described ‘eco-populist’ leader
Zack Polanski — as well as trying to resolve its own
internal struggles.

An original commentary written for The Think Tank

Evaluate the view that the only political parties that i«
matter in our political system are the Labov .+
Conservative parties. Fd e ) =30 marks)
DITI X ke multi-party system.’
;‘fwﬂ ‘e this statement.

AQA-style (25 marks)

60‘« o

-

Your Party is one of
parties in the UK, wi
Labour MPs Jeremy
also initially had ¢
independents electes
Between its formatic
conference in Novers
says — months of
about the party’s na
and  funding. Ther
arguments and di
Sultana launched a @
Corbyn’s agreemen:
gnore its requests

payments. Corbyn ar
the handling of £:
Sultana controlled

. ansfer to the partt
other five MPs of bt
conducting a ‘witch ¢
had been expelled foi
Workers Party. (Th
voted to allow dual |
‘Zaral's eve of confei
the big event, and ¢
own party’s first day
have even crossed s\
media support, witi
out that her TikTa
Corbyn’s is only 280,
internal disagreeme
transgender rights, |
MP Adnan Hussain

and expressing suppi
views of some of Youi

e conference vot
o liberation’ to its w

‘struggles of all oppr
Party just before ¢
culture’  towards |
‘persistent infighting
struggle for power,
than a shared com:
Another MP, Igbal
referencing ‘false alle
Altogether, it was
According to YouGoy

Issue 85, January 2026

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

a9

Education




Party fell from 18% in July to 12% in November.
However, the party’s mere creation does enhance
pluralism and the UK’s increasingly wmulti-party
political system, which should be good for voter choice
and representation.

The significance of a small party depends partly on
its size ~ which can mean membership numbers, “ ot
and/or votes. Your Party already r‘(r;, s 50
members including 28 council'ns, i Ais quite
impressive considering l v A 7 s, ‘However, the
Green Party e\ :1;70 000 members since
Zack Po(am@wﬁg leader, and Reform UK now
claims to be #€ largest UK party with over 200,000
members. (However, Reform (s not a ‘party’ with
‘members’ in the usual sense, but rather a limited
company with paying subscribers and a lack of
internal democracy; and they, too, have had internal
disputes and have lost MPs.)) Small and emerging
parties are usually relatively unimportant in terms of
seats at Westminster, because — as the source says —
the first-past-the-post electoral system tends to
under-represent them, while over-representing the
main parties. For example, in the 2024 general
election Reform UK won 14% of the votes but under
1% (five) of the seats, while Labour won two ~thirds
of the seats on one-~third of the votes. This apparen’
unfairness way boost support for provort ﬁw
representation, especially amonz.. ae 4. vOWlV\g
number of voters who ars. 'fufg 1o the smaller
parties. At thegime " .

4

g) rour Party is too new
>, ectxons) the May 2026 local,
regional an o o om( elections should be its first
significant tests. However, even if small parties get
few seats but sizeable voting support in the country,
that may be enough to prompt the main parties to
steal some of their policy ideas. In the same week as
Your  Party’s November conference, Labour
announced the abandonment of their two-child
benefit cap, a move supported by Your Party and by
many of Labour’s own backbenchers. Indeed, Zarah
Sultana lost the Labour whip in 2024 precisely for
voting against Labour in the Commons on this issue.
Your Party - currently with four MPs in the
Commons — intends to hold the Labour govemw\erm‘
accountable in Parliament and the countiy, an-.
many Labour backbenchers quietlu = v 50 + s me o
its more explicitly socialist . d(} -otoF example,
nationalisation of 212 “,\If “«/owr, rail and malil, a
2o Y Sir-Rouse building programme,
denunciatio G @.rs sales to Israel, and rigorous
party gmssroots democracy. Your Party (s also trying
to persuade some left-wing Labour MPs, e.g. in the
Socialist Campaign Group, to defect and join them.

Small parties, fina
‘kingmakers’ by en:
main party (e.g. th
agreement 20171
the Conservatives o
2015). Many Conse:
: grt of electoral pa

‘iﬁ; . current party leadei:

many Labour backb
Your Party’s propose
leadership, no Labou
of pact with Your
hinted at a desire fo
with the Greem Pa:
getting the keys to [
could create a mor:
UK party politics. Mu
Party can get itself ¢
more donors and ¢
Its lack of clear leac:
limit its media an:
purpose label could b
Commission reportes
complaint that it n
However, the new

rg(ftica{ scene, and

¢ d voter choice ana

" — may pose potei
government. The L
party system and
important roles. Wl

Examiner’'s Comme|

There was not alw.
for/against argumet
there was occasiol
material - which, &
could not gain
comprehensive use
useful detail on son:
in the formation ot
ir“formation on the ¢
_ « ssay did explicitly ¢
~ titles in the final para

AO1:9

Moyra Grant is an exp:
textbook author.
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THE

~RR
PRO!!

Rig v w\

KEY

¢¢¢¢¢¢

Pierre-Joseg
was a left-wi o

mass, peaceful “r”'e”&stance as a strategy to bring down the
state (similar to Mahatma Gandhi’s doctrine of ‘non-
violent direct action’ in India). He advocated common
ownership of the means of production, but did not
entirely oppose personal ownership. His core idea of
‘mutualism’ envisaged a highly decentralised federation
of cooperative workers’ communities, with a national
‘people’s bank'’ to redistribute funds among them.

He is credited with coining the word ‘anarchy’ - literally
‘no rulers’ — to mean natural order, in his book What is
Property (1840). He worked with Karl Marx and other
revolutionaries to establish the First Workers’
International in London in 1864; but Marx ultimately and
scathingly labelled anarchists like Proudhon as ‘utopian

socialists’ in contrast with his own objective, materialist g
theory of ‘scientific socialism’. By this he meant that* feir
theories were based upon emotion and ™ 4 . vaue

judgements (for example Proud‘"“ eu ) u.,»'statement
that ‘property IS theft’) re 4 2y «pon hard, factual
analysis. Prog 3 wejected Marx’s idea of a
temporary s.ate after revolution. Despite his
anti-statism, ¥ on briefly became a member of the
French Parliament after the revolution of 1848 (when he
described himself as a ‘federalist’).

PROUDHON’S KEY IDEAS
MUTUALISM

Proudhon proposed his central idea of ‘mutualism’ as an
economic and social system - to replace market
capitalism - where individuals and independent,
collective associations of workers, craftsmen and
peasants traded and cooperated with each other in
voluntary, equitable, non-exploitative and mutually
beneficial ways. As such, he is often seen as a bridge

between collectivist and individualist anarchism, thounh
his ideas lean more in the direction of collectiviim 'Hli

statement that ‘property is theft’ referr;d o » ralists
and landowners who ‘stole’ the TUOATS L e Workers
who had created them th «( A 'j .pour. However, he
contrasted gmg@loOr * v ‘private profit - which was
exploitative 9 acveptable — with personal property
including \§ ;ﬁ homes and what he «called
‘possessions’, e.g. workers owning their own tools, hence
non-exploitative. He was not, therefore, a wholesale
anarcho-communist. He also advocated a national
‘people’s bank’ to provide interest-free loans to workers
and peasants.

IDEAS

-—JOS]

“examines what the French anarchist brought to polit;

HUMAN NATU
Here again, Proudhoi:
being sceptical of the |
selflessness — and i
combination of egal
collectivism. He believe
‘vehicle through whic|
capacity for moral groy
in pursuit of freedo::
conflicting instincts -
believed, the driving fi:

THE STATE
Anarchists all view 1
undesirable, even
statelessness as the |«
ntil a mere six thous:
_:ateless societies ai
again. Proudhon saw |
and oppressive, and i
freedom and the nati|
Idea of the Revolutio:
watched over, inspe.
regimented, closed
controlled, assessed,
all by creatures that |
nor virtue'. (This is oniy
stream of invective a¢
government; that is
capitalist state, he sai.
for the few at the exp
Proudhon believed,
be almost as inhe:
bourgeois state and.
itself rather than ‘witi\

Anarchists are often s
‘lestructive and nih|
. roudhon was one ¢!
their opposition to

peaceful abolition ¢
reorganisation of thy
communes and free

rationality. His influg
acknowledged war
innovation and econ:
its state-sponsored, st
the sacrifice of its citi.:
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SOCIETY

Proudhon'’s vision of the good society (he rejected the
word ‘utopian’) was based on free association between
highly decentralised - federal - communes, with freedom
‘not the daughter but the mother of order’. Anarchists
favour direct democracy on the grounds that
‘representative democracy’ is neither representative nor
democratic, because it entails people voting to surrender
their personal power to self-serving elites and in ai€
process, colluding in their own oppressic .. *dn.wﬁ"
specifically ~ favoured local, iy .fEI’hOCI’atIC
communes, workers’ self— > ~N3 - “/and equal rights.

What anarchigss pii = r jally

s

the state. However, Proudhon briefly became a member
of the French Parliament after the revolution of 1848,
which he saw as an opportunity to dismantle the state
from within, even as he distrusted it. His radical ideas were
popular, but — or maybe therefore — he was imprisoned a
year later from 1849 until 1852 for his open opposition to
French President Bonaparte.

In summary, Proudhon was the first to announce proudly
in 1840, ‘l am an anarchist’ — as an advocate of direct self-
government, personal freedom and rejection of all forms
of power. Anarchism is widely assumed to mean chaos
and disorder, but it was also Proudhon who devised the
circle-A symbol for anarchism to mean ‘order in anarchy’,
and who wrote ‘as man seeks justice in equality, so society

seeks order in anarchy'. He is often seen as the fathe ~uf ~

anarchism, which he summarised as ’o:ﬂ'w Hthiw
power’ and its ultimate goal as 0' t : v aader the

single law of reason’. R .Y A

and collective equality has influenced many; for example:
twentieth-century  cooperative  associations;  the
profusion of communes in the 1960s and 1970s; the
contemporary ‘fair trade’ movement; and many current
and diverse pressure groups which are anarchistic and
anti-capitalist in their aims, e.g. Anarchist Federation,
Solidarity Federation, Class War and Freedom Press (who
still have a bookshop in London); or in their organisation
and methods, e.g. various environmentalist, feminist,
anti-nuclear and animal rights groups. He also influenced
other key thinkers: Peter Kropotkin and his idea of ‘mutual
aid’, Mikhail Bakunin and Emma Goldman - although they

did not share his pacifism - and he inspired anarch it

movements in Spain and the USA.

i

APPLYING F

CASE STUDY I:
PALESTINE ACT!
The ‘non-violent’ pra

was banned by the |
terrorism legislation |
iroperties of arms co
mardware to Israel. O\
since been arreste.
expressing support fi
on remand awaitin
debilitating hunger s |

WHAT WOULD
Proudhon would stro:

anavowedly non-viol.
overreach of state piu
arrests of peaceful pra:
state to silence public
public. However, the «
between the state o
protest might give hir

CASE STUDY 2:
‘Populism’ is a leatl

demagogues, which ¢
against established ¢
liberal democracies, i\
inequities, cultural clo

ritics say that it may |

WHAT WOULD
Proudhon opposed .

He advocated direct ¢
faith’ in people’s auty
and fair decisions. He ¢
democracy because, |\
their sovereignty’ — |
personal power to ne\
- or perhaps especia |
democracy enable an:
often authoritarian ¢
cite US President Trui:

Discussion Points

1. Why do anarchist
oppressive?

2. Does anarchism
contemporary so¢

. xam-style Quest.

B 'The state can be
and evaluate this
anarchist thinker:

B To what extent at
nature utopian?

Moyra Grant is an exp:
textbook author.
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Cc ,;ﬂit’ution, conventions are not
,,,,,,,, g associated with how the USA
would ﬁt a UK- type definition of these important political
norms. In the UK, conventions are numerous - an
outcome of an uncodified Constitution where not all
elements of the system and how it should operate are
immediately clear to see. Conventions have developed
over time, filling in the gaps and typically helping to
ensure democracy or accountability in some way.
A recent contribution to The Think Tank was able to quite
easily offer a top ten of UK conventions. | would struggle
to do the same for the US; however, there are a significant
few worthy of consideration. The following seeks to
outline how the three selected areas fit the definition of
convention, why they have developed over time, and the
significance of each.

-

As a starting point, my working definition of ‘s tionias

an ‘accepted norm’, often sompfk ‘g Aot hias been
recognised and adhered to1- {g-period of time.
Conventions 2 amabitl - T'“N,mahy binding nor, in the US
context, son wh..cn is referenced in the Constitution
directly, and 2
of the things that allows the US Constitution to be flexible
despite being recognised as entrenched and rigid.

Convention 1:

Executive orders and agreements

The power of the President to sign executive orders and
agreements has become the increasingly expected and
accepted norm. While the subject of such an order might
be controversial and the legality of an action may be
debated, the use of the instruments to begin with are not.
They are now without doubt a convention, utilised by
every President in modern times — acceptable it seems

being justified under the vagueness of Article Il which
asserts ‘executive power shall be vested in a Pres’ le %oﬁ

the United States'. Y ¢

S

- & L

Executive orders can be = 4w 'f Jarat the moment of
yuhie checks and balances -

Congress to pass a bill when executive orders can achieve
something by themselves. Executive agreements, despite
being a clear alternative to negotiating treaties, are also
an accepted norm, completely sidestepping the Senate's
power to ratify treaties as would normally be the case.

i

There are some sai:
powers from the Cot
absence of formal che:
undo an executive o\
the Supreme Court v
rule an order uncor:
void. The danger wi
reactive and therefo.
made in the first plac:
between signing (an¢
challenge during wh
partly had an impact «

What would the it
presidential tools? it
nver tyranny would
rders and agreeme:
suggestions that pres|
tools with which to by

The ab
presiden
the Con.
there is an
c!

Convention 2:

Congress ignores |
When it comes to fi
been described as .
President given th:
rongress the power {
:ongress has not us:
war on Japan follow
immediately shows |
Congress does not ba
allows the White Hou:!
centre. This is now th

On the face of it, t\
unwilling or unable
significant policy ari
make some practical
reluctant — more co\
which it is judged. A |
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be tainted with a foreign policy failure of a President with
the same party label. They will gain re-election or not
based on issues within their congressional district.
Alongside this, Congress recognises reacting to
international crises requires flexibility. Sometimes the US
needs to act swiftly. The very slow-moving legislative
process in the US cannot respond effectively and quite
obviously lends itself to individual (or very small group)
control. You cannot have 535 Commanders-in-Chief,

i, il
Congress does have some checks hU s . ettty weak
and increasingly redundar®, - x - ‘M,ér*"to declare war,
mentioned abggmhas « 7 ¢ jxds€551nce1941 despite the
fact the USH acive abroad ever since. Congress has
itive appomtments and ambassadors

s

Advisor, a key foreign policy role, does not require Senate
confirmation at all. Congress ratifies treaties but Presidents
just use executive agreements instead. Congress controls
the appropriation of finance but it is difficult to not fund
something already instigated by the President.

This convention was tested in the 1970s by a ‘resurgent
congress’ but to little effect — best shown with the War
Powers Resolution of 1973 which stated that the President
may commit US troops to hostilities only under certain
specific circumstances. These were outlined as 1. if
Congress has declared war, 2. Congress has passed some
form of enabling legislation or 3. the US has been attacked.

It also set out a timeframe during which the President g
must explain and during which Congress can approy »oi |

not of the action. The irony here is thatuy « iggust
domination of foreign policy in rec | .7/ the Bush
Doctrine — was supported g, e an limited by the
Resolution as el )S * g b attacked Alongside this,
subsequent EREFR N1 nave largely ignored it, typically
suggesting tRE2 w. 2 acting ‘consistent with’ rather than
‘compliant to’. This is partly a result of how military action
has evolved over time where military objectives are met
via aerial strikes with no ‘boots on the ground’ required.
Incidentally, this convention, like convention 1, tends to be
centre stage of the imperial presidency idea.

Convention J:
The Cabinet meeting

The Cabinet in the US, on the face of it, looks and sounds
very similar to the UK experience: it is part of the executive
branch, it is made up mainly of the heads of government
departments, it meets in a cabinet room, it is appointed

by the head of government. Here though is where the .

similarities end, with codified versus uncad lec*)
Constitutions and fusion of powers ver<:sise; ¢ o on of
powers ensuring a very differen* te ih ‘e )uthere is an
easy case to be made frtiie ot g “the UK system as

Nt ls’ﬁrstamong equals’, the
namiy from the House of Commons
‘wﬂ refore having their own mandate, and

|

with membeNs

it performs well-es
established norms |
conventions - both |
responsibility, for exay

In the US, the Cabin
meetings, is entirely t
%sult, far weaker |
Constitution it states |
opinion in writing ot
executive departmen!
it. ‘May require’, there:
decision; ‘in writing’, <.
envisaged or articulai:
‘principal officer. The .
become the expectec |
President Washingto:
a meeting with his s¢
(the only ones at this |

Unlike in the UK,
infrequent and wide
merely a photo op|
meetings also tend:
administration. Clinta!
first term, and in his six
by the Lewinsky affait .
6. He only held 49 ov.
2ttempting to appea!

nonthly and missed
16, on average 1 evei
held9,9,4,1.Thefact |
allows them to be sei
making in the White i
of a UKPM who is jusi

Discussion Quest.

1. Does presidentia
suggest the chec!
are too weak?

2. How far does acce
here add weight |

Exam-style Quest}
1. Explain and analy.
system that can b
2. Explain and analy:
Constitution can
(Conventions cot:l

Richard Lawton is a teack:
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Is China a

SUP=RPOW=R~"

With one of the largest populations on Earth, and an incrensi- g,
wj’ust how powerful is China:

Angela Mogridge asks the constant question in glob il £ ol {”
-t

The question of whether China ¢z s 3. o Mffp”érpower
has become oneofthedef i & {f:y‘@éln globalpohtlcs

\/n. ' . drt away from the unipolar
‘lowed the Cold War, scholars,
policymakers\a#®® = observers increasingly view China as
the most significant challenger to the long-standing

dominance of the United States.

A superpower is traditionally understood as a state with
the ability to project power globally across multiple
domains - economic, military, political, and cultural.
During the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet
Union embodied this definition through their global
alliances, ideological influence, and military reach. After
the Soviet collapse, the United States stood alone as the
world’s sole superpower, with unmatched military bases,
economic influence, and cultural penetration.

The position of the United States has, however, been

challenged by China’s rapid rise over the past four
mil’ ary 4

decades. Its economic transformation,
modernisation, and expanding diplomatic f ity |t huud
led many to argue that China is ya'fk.m L cLperpower.
Others contend that while ¢ «Jﬁ"la 7 nrably powerful, it
has not yet gmev « - lopal reach, institutional
appeal necessary to match the
th Iles somewhere in between: China
is a superpower in some domains, a near-superpower in
others, and a rising challenger overall.

China’s economic ascent is one of the most dramatic in
human history. Since the late 1970s, market reforms have
transformed it from a largely agrarian society into the
world’s second-largest economy. China is now the world'’s
leading manufacturer, the largest trading nation, and a
central component in global supply chains. Its Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), spanning more than 150 countries,
extends its economic influence across Asia, Africa, Europe,
and Latin America. Through infrastructure financing,
trade agreements, and investment, China has built a
network of economic relationships that enhances ‘s

it -

"

é

DO “tant economic powe:

China’s technologic.
superpower status.

infrastructure, artific.
and electric vehicles.
Tencent have becc)
investments in quan|
signal long-term amki
Geopolitically, China |
multilateral institutic
strategic partnership:
UN Security Couni|
peacekeeping, and .
Infrastructure Invesi:
emphasises sovereig
cooperation, appealiiy

Yet China’s global i
political system, hu:
fareign policy have ¢
articularly in West
cultural appeal, globa
attractiveness - lags |«

To evaluate China's st
United States’ endui\
world'’s largest econg
the dominant global ¢
world’s most influe
cultural industries. It:
hundreds of bases a:
projecting power any:
the Quad, and AUKU:.

Unipolar: A sing
States, holds a |
economic, military
the globe.
 Multipolar: Whe |
hold significant
" challenging the d¢

global reach. Militarily, China has undergone a A »e; in g )
modernisation programme. It poccc 1403 vorld’s such as the United
largest army, a rapidly expand'n iy ,”anced missile Belt and Road In
systems, and growina ~vii i mpaCe capabilities. The ‘The One Belt Ro.
People’s Lib gETYR A 1 ! Jav‘y (PLAN) is now the world’s aims to increas:
largest by é\)@;‘fﬁw of ships, and China’s economic  relatic
anti- access/auwﬁemal (A2/AD) systems challenge US infrastructure inve
dominance in the Western Pacific. China's military

ambitions are most visible in the South China Sea, where

it has built artificial islands, deployed military assets, and

asserted territorial claims that place it at odds with

neighbouring states and the United States.
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CAT=GORY

Economic size (GDP)

UNIT=D STAT=S
Largest in the world Set
Global financial dominance; US dollar

Economic influence

an international currency

Majo

Military strength

Most powerful globally; extensive
overseas bases; regular involvement in
foreign conflict.: .

Largestai

:
|

Den¥graphics

Stable population

o s —
. . w0 Lim E
Global alliances Extensive lic fc;;,, 29 NATO imited .
e
. . L Ao e potech, semiconductors Leaders i
Technological leadership_ . 0L R .
) P and aerospace technology vehic ¢
c Wl v i3a Strong cultural influence; dominant Limited; p:
i} 1 media globally record ni
A

Political system

Democracy

The US also possesses unmatched soft power. American
culture — movies, music, technology, fashion, and higher
education - shapes global tastes and values. English
remains the dominant language of business, science, and
diplomacy. The US political model, despite its flaws,
continues to inspire democratic movements worldwide.

As can be seen from the table above, China does face
structural challenges to any ascent to superpower status.
China’s population is ageing rapidly, with a shrinking
workforce and declining birth rates. This trend threatens
long-term economic growth and increases the burden on
social welfare systems and high local government d i
And while China is investing heavily in im0 ng v
overseas image, its political systﬁ;j”,, o ’<t"\y;s,aaip“ and
human rights record limitit< =2 =% o ear- especially in
the West. In axts 37 s he-US has managed to

-

G

-

Thus, the most accui:
an emerging or pa:
capacity to shape th.
equals the United St.!
The coming decadi
overcomes its interiy
influence, and ultim:
system into a multip.

Discussion Quest.
1. How far do mods
between superpa
2. To what extent is
dominant superp
3. Can China now k¢

Essay Questions

1 i ) G YE China i R
.strengthen 1199 ce L ueto C.hma S unwelcome activity 1. Assess the view
in the South @\,co'é Sea, the Taiwan Strait and along the

Indian border.™

Having said that, China is undeniably a major global
power with significant economic, military, and
technological capabilities. It has reshaped global trade,
challenged US dominance in key regions, and positioned
itself as a central actor in international affairs. In many
respects, China already functions as a superpower -
particularly in Asia and across the Global South. However,
whether China has achieved full superpower status
remains debated. Its global military reach is limited
compared to the United States, its alliance network is thin,
and its soft power remains constrained. The United States
continues to hold a unique combination of economic

greatest challen¢

2. Assess the impoi
determining supg
3. ‘Superpowers rely
than military force

Angela Mogridge is a retis.
in the East Midlands. Sh:
Government and Politic:.
Politics. She is also a long
kady for A Level Politics
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short
history

------‘

The Scottish Parliament was founded in 1999 following a
referendum - only in Scotland — on devolution. PM Tony
Blair's ‘new’ Labour government held the devolution
referendums (also in Wales and Northern Ireland) partly
out of a genuine reforming zeal, but also to shore up their
own party’s support against rising nationalist sentiment
in what were then Labour strongholds in Scotland and
Wales, and especially to head off growing calls for
complete Scottish independence. The 1997 Scottich
referendum comprised two questions; on a 600 trr ’ﬁx*}
support for a Scottish Parliament wor [y 77 7 Jainst
26%, and support for it havina “.- war 't 3 pbwers was
64% to 36%. A4

The Conser\rty bhbosed devolution until it had
happened, fe 2‘5 at it could be a slippery slope to the
break-up of the UK. Nigel Farage’s UKIP argued for the
abolition of all the devolved assemblies as ‘glorified forms
of local government’ and the return of their powers to
Westminster. However, Farage has now accepted that

‘devolution is here to stay’.

The Parliament is housed in an impressive new building
in the Holyrood area of Edinburgh; it was prize-winning
but controversial as its cost spiralled from an estimated
£40 million to over £400 million. Unlike the Commons’
laborious voting system, Members of the Scottish
Parliament (MSPs) cast their votes via electronic consoles
on their desks, so results are known within seconds. Other
Holyrood procedures such as whipping, committ .,

.

(li

With the next big elections in the UK to include those of Scotland’s Parliament, Moyra Gr¢:

As Blair had hoped,
since then the Scott..
Scottish government .
party which camp.
through civic natioh
government in 2011~
electoral system wa:
herefore, the Westi
‘ameron’s UK gover
to hold a referendunm
side won by 55%to 4:
leader and Scottish
resigned and was repi:

Holyrood elections |
(changed from foup
(Reform) Act 2020). Th
SNP were still riding |
party balance of MSF.

passing of bills and scrutiny of government 2re i ile -
Westminster’'s. gl ( | 2 2 SNP: 60
l . w e onservatives:
- LA AT
Elecuczaan = ; wrae bour ]
The ‘hybric\giis®ional Member System (AMS) was
g Greens: 7
chosen by th@ Labour government to elect the 129 ‘
MSPs; 73 are constituency representatives elected Liberal Democrat
through first-past-the-post, and 56 are regional MSPs ) he whol
elected by the proportional party list system — where Since 202‘1"( € who Q
eight regions each contain seven ‘additional members’ - Of e?(Feptnon.aI flux, s¢
to make the overall results more proportional. significantly in Holyroc
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Holyrood’s powers

The Scottish Parliament can pass primary legislation on
devolved issues such as health, education, justice and
policing, the environment, energy, transport, planning
and some aspects of taxation. It cannot make laws on
powers ‘reserved’ to Westminster, notably the UK
constitution, defence and national security, foreign
affairs, trade and industry, immigration, asylum ,me:
citizenship, equality, employment law, broz=' = g -
data protection. 5 7N j”»

"\;w”’

s
UK PM Tony Blaizin thz: '+ o ) “hued the words of former
Labour leac LS e perhaps more in hope than
expectation ie devolutlon arrangements were ’the

-
s

many Scottish voters for total |ndependence was not
extinguished with devolution. Scotland voted decisively
against leaving the EU in the 2016 referendum by 62% to
38%, and ongoing resentment at being ‘dragged out of
Europe against their will has helped to sustain calls for a
second independence referendum. In efforts to appease
nationalist sentiment and undermine SNP dominance at
Holyrood, UK Conservative governments granted more
powers to the Scottish Parliament, mainly through the
Scotland Acts 2012 and 2016. Westminster has retained
control over things like defence and macroeconomics,
but the Scottish Parliament now decides Scottish income
tax, has partial control over VAT, increased control over
borrowing, more say over welfare laws and control of

Scottish parliamentary and local government elect !

arrangements. So, for example, 16— 18—\ ozl ds B
Scotland were given the votein the 207 ¢ "F‘yat .Jm, and
in 2015 this right was extens.« —. f\/f juay people in all
Scottish electiow (thz A‘ 155 must still be over 18).
Holyrood is rewna powerful legislature, leading
some comiy Prs to describe the current UK
arrangement a:. devo max’ or even ‘quasi-federalism’.

Policies

Significant examples of policy differences between

Scotland and England include:

¢ Income tax - high earners pay more in Scotland (48%
in Scotland and more income tax bands, compared
with 45% in England)

*  Free university tuition in Scotland, unlike England

e Universal free personal and nursing care for all adults
in Scotland, unlike England

*  Free medical prescriptions in Scotland, unlike England

+ Different social welfare systems, e.g. Best Start Food

policy in Scotland i
+  Distinct laws on issues like alcohol priciug '« imum
unit pricing) and smoking bans ~ s T
& S y, T

o
’jw

&
iy

Westminste

However, disputes ke
have repeatedly det
sovereignty. Example:

P

The UK’s Interna|
regulate post-Br.
nations of the Uk
single market’, a:
put it. The legisl
devolved assemi:
grab’ by central
implemented wi!
citing many sout.
isto preventinte |
to restrict the I
administrations |
Nicola Sturgeon ¢
on devolution’. 7\
was? - a long-.
Parliament will
devolved policy |
devolved parlian:
Sewel conventio:

Pro-independeng
in the 2021 Hcl
announced plan:
referendum in 20,
allow the apprc:
and the UK Supi:
would therefore
Scottish Parliam:
sovereignty. Stui.
(after eight year:
current FM is the |

Scottish gende:
defined ‘women’ |
In April 2025, ina
For Women
government, the
terms ‘man’, ‘wo.
2010 are binary ¢
not to gender

primarily on tra
extensive implic
single-sex spaces.
toilets, prisons,

shelters, changin:
The ruling reaffiry
law over that of 11

Scotland hasa h
of drug deaths b
harm-reduction

treating addictict
such as super:
decriminalisatior,
by Westminster {1

In every case, it is the
right to set limits to thi
confirming Westmin: |
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: Discussion Points
COIlChlSlOIl 1. Has Scottish devi.
If Scottish devolution was intended to end calls for far enough?
independence in Scotland, it has failed: a recent NatCen 2. Why is there no £
survey in Scotland showed 47% favouring independence
against 41% preferring devolution; and ‘asymmetric’ Exam-style Questi
devolution across the four countries of the UK has caused " Evaluate the exte:

i

some ongoing resentments and conflicts. However, a ") enhanced represe

survey on attitudes in Scotland to the Scottish Parliar it 4 g -

dtdbthSttthfS“\g . .
was conducted by the Scottish Centre for Sc.iny 1 cec i B ‘Devolution thres

in 2025. It found that - while Scofw =/ may not ) v
always like their governmsi. + .\ & xma’nce on some Wgstmlnster Pari
policy areas ——gar €2 2. | onsistently said since the this statement.
Scottish Pa! s’ ¢ edtion that it should have the

most influen "how Scotland is run, compared with Moyra Grant is an exy:
under 20% expressing a preference for either the UK textbook author.

government or local government. ll

20 Qu ‘t.ons

Twenty hints to test i~ . vledge or to play ‘twenty questions’ with
. (.,_.'Jssmate. (Answer at the back.)

am a woman.

| grew up in a left-wing family.

I grew up in Scotland as a child, and Leeds as a teenager.

| attended Oxford University.

| was President of the Oxford University Liberal Democrats.
| studied Politics, Philosophy and Economics.

After university, | worked in management for Shell.

| was elected as a Conservative MP in 2010 at my third attempt. COPYRIGHT
9. lwas ajunior minister in the Education Department during the coalition

10. I'am strongly associated with the Thatcherite/Libertarian wing of my part} PROTECTED
11. lentered Cabinet as Environment Secretary in 2014 A I made a famously {

12. lendorsed the Remain side in the 2016 EU .f ’re unr.

PN A WN =

13. I was appointed the first female b '*' \euary by Theresa May in 2016

14. | supported Boris Johnson' ‘= ¢ - e ' A campaign in 2019.

15. Iwas Secretary of Sl " sematlonal Trade from 2019. '9

16. ! agn Secretary in 2021. a

17. _ lme“Mlnlster on 5™ September 2022 after winning the Conser 9

18. abeth Il died on 6% September 2022, the second day of my time Educcﬁ:ion

19. My Chancellor, Kwasi Kwarteng, announced an infamous tax-cutting ‘min
2022, spooking the markets and leading to a crisis.
20. Iresigned as Prime Minister after 49 days in the post.
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FOP

Most Controversial Uses of
US Presidential
War Powers

| 0000 d

Angela Mogridge looks at past Presidents’ use of their lir .z

war powers. g

e

Tensions between the Unlted Stk s‘é} 1 furézﬁela rose

¢¢¢¢¢¢

escalated int\e#®JS forces removal of the Venezuelan
president, with him and his wife being arrested and flown to
New York for court proceedings. While a new president has
been sworn in, the United States has made it clear that the
US government intends to be fully involved in how the
country proceeds. President Trump has even met with US oil
executives to plot what some fear will be an American
takeover of the Venezuelan oil industry. President Trump
has even met with US oil executives to plot what some fear
will be an American take over of the Venezuelan oil
industry. President Trump claimed that this military action
was aimed at disrupting drug trafficking which he accuses
the South American country of turning a blind eye to.

This military action against Venezuela was not approved

by the US Congress and has highlighted the question of;

which branch of government has the authority *o @nc.

&

American troops into armed conflict. .~
T10A\ v

Under the US Constitution (%5 & = uion 8) Congress has

the power to qmm'ar "4 to raise and finance the

armed forc 11 -le v, section 2 stipulates that the
President is e«soﬁ”g" mander-in-Chief’ and thus leads the
armed forces in defence of the United States. The President
has the right to sign or veto a Congressional declaration of
war, while Congress has the power to override any
presidential veto. As with most of the Constitution, this
ensures that no one branch of government can take
unilateral action. This dual structure was designed to
prevent unilateral military action, ensuring that decisions of
war would reflect both democratic deliberation and
executive leadership. American presidents, however, have
routinely stretched their war powers, often bypassing
Congress completely. These actions have sparked fierce
criticism within Congress and in wider society, with debates
about constitutional limits, democratic accountability, and

i

Here are 10 example:
presidential war powe:

@ The Korean W:
President Truman seni
Nations authority wit
i stified the interventi

e | .
.~ t_eurgency of repellin,

"

G

~ ~ swift action.

By bypassing Congr:
Presidents to engag:
without formal authcr
cost over 36,000 Ame |
of unilateral president:

This episode also revea
such as UN resolutiot:
action without congre:
shaped the Cold W.
Presidents could act ¢
even at the expense of «

9 The Vietham |

Resolution (1964
The Vietnam War e
congressional authori:
ships in the Gulf of T
- anting President Lyt
r. .cessary measures’ to

Johnson used this res.
dramatically, commit
troops. Critics later ar¢
was misrepresented,
handed over its constii

The war dragged on fo!
lives, and fuelling distri:
Resolution became a

authorisations can be ¢!
campaigns far beyond |

9 CambodiaBo!

President Richard Nix¢
War into Cambodiy
campaigns without i
Nixon argued that er¢
territory as a sanctuai

X ltraged lawmakers at

the balance of power. 18

‘ o ThIS episode highligt
Since 1973, the US President’s power * tusihl e ?xﬁ: wountry executive secrecy in &
to war has been checked by *h ar © nwers Resolution by attempting to «
Act. The President mus*ris 4 - 31’655 wnthln 48 hours of operations, but Nix
committing \g | friel o mllltary action. Any such Presidents could circu:
military  ac yannot exceed 60 days without decisions as tactical nu
congressnona. u-u’fhorlsatlon for use of military force
(AUMF). Every President since has challenged the The Cambodia bombi
resolution’s constitutionality, arguing that it infringes on contributing to the
the Commander-in-Chief's powers. The ongoing dispute subsequent atrocities.
reflects the unresolved tension between executive unilateral presidential
flexibility and legislative oversight. global consequences.
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O GrenadaInvasion (1983)

President Ronald Reagan ordered US forces to invade
Grenada to protect American medical students and restore
order after a coup. The operation was swift and successful,
but Congress was not consulted beforehand.

Critics argued that Reagan violated the War Powers

Resolution by failing to seek authorisation. Suppc, i r
countered that the urgency of the sntu“ ‘ 1S fad

e

immediate action. o >
= of .

-

The Grenada invasior ¢!~y ?’a @d h/jw Presidents often
justify unila litc c.gtrﬁn by invoking humanitarian
or emergen bnales. It also showed how quick,
decisive vici®ies can mute criticism, even when
constitutional questions remain unresolved.

9 Panama Invasion (1989)

President George H.W. Bush launched Operation Just
Cause to remove Panamanian leader Manuel Noriega. The
invasion involved over 20,000 US troops and resulted in
significant casualties.

Bush did not seek congressional authorisation, arguing
that protecting American lives and combating drug
trafficking required decisive action. Critics questioned
whether the scale of the operation was proportionate and
whether bypassing Congress undermined
democratic accountability.

-

g
The Panama invasion reinforced the patterr‘f af L siGgs
using broad justifications to expari.i 1, 2 eds. It also
highlighted how military inte:. 3 A negourd be framed as
law enforceme-"*

ACHC s i mg the line between war

President Bill Clinton ordered NATO bombing of Serbia
during the Kosovo crisis without congressional approval.
While Congress debated the issue, it never formally
authorised the campaign.

Several members of Congress sued Clinton, arguing that
he violated the War Powers Resolution. Courts dismissed
the lawsuits, citing ‘lack of standing’ - insufficient proof
that harm was caused by the action - leaving the
constitutional question unresolved.

The Kosovo campaign highlighted the difficulty of enforcing

war powers limits when courts avoid direct interventicj;' ~
also underscored how humanitarian crises c>h L2 s g ¥

justify military action Wlthoutcongre«"« Y w Jar!
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After the S 11_99% 11 attacks Congress passed the
Authorizatior d’se of Military Force (AUMF), granting
President George W. Bush authority to use ‘all necessary
and appropriate force’ against those responsible. Ever
since, the AUMF’s broad language has been interpreted by
successive Presidents to justify military operations

worldwide against terrorist groups, even those not directly

linked to 9/11. Critics
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