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Springboard

‘My message to Labour is very
clear: we are not here to be |Reform

| Labour
disappointed by you. We are =~ -

here to be concerned b" i Me Lib Dems

-

are here to reple-eyu o Greens  |F
= g @»f\ Others
> i, . a,,c»pt”’ng a resoundlng vote in his A Recent opinion
g5 e Green Party of England and Wales. Reform in the leac
Polanski is thought of as the more left-wing populist fora governing o
option and achieved 85% of the party members’ votes. have massively it
He faces questions as to whether he is the right leader election, it also sh
to retain the party’s rural support, and how he willwork  other main partie:
alongside Jeremy Corbyn and Zarah Sultana’s new left- hold up in a gene
wing party. result that woulc

system - is anyoi\

‘Congratulations to Zack @
victory. Your campaign toc
stood up for the dign:
communities. and gave pec
coming. T~ . k forward to w
fau‘f ay - ,mer ‘world.’

v Fbrmer Labour leader Jeremy Cor:.
welcoming Polanski’s victory. ‘Real ¢t
manifesto under Corbyn’s leadership

Discussion Points

B Do you expect the Greens to gain more media attention with a single leader rat
co-leader arrangement?

B Given that Reform have replaced the Conservatives as the main right-wing part,
is it that the Greens could replace Labour as the main left-wing party?

B Does a fractured left pave the way for a Reform victory at the next general elec
through a ceiling of around 30%?

B Does the first-past-the-post system — which granted Labour a large majority in .
vote — make it easier or harder for Reform and the Greens?
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A Word from the Editor

A lot of focus has been on Reform and the right, so the election of a
new Green Party leader and the alliance of Zarah 7. fana and Jeremy
Corbyn give us a great excuse to focus on t'e .4k Meanwhile the
Liberal Democrats — who compet= itt all » Més for a certain kind of

progressive-minded voter .7 e ',; Wy gaining support.
W .

5
The polls r\, ? '5'% i opposrce have been frankly astonishing since
o) a4l election, which had Labour and Conservatives holding

A cp two spots as ever. Kemi Badenoch's Conservatives seem to be
#¥ting used to third place, while Labour flounders on lows that would
have ousted a previous leader.

While we're used to a narrative of a two-horse race, and it's generally an
accurate picture of general elections, we have been here before. In 2019
the European elections saw the top four parties within touching distance
of each other. In 2015 UKIP — a previous vehicle for Nigel Farage — upset
the Tory right with just 13% of the vote. And in 2010 of course, Nick
Clegg’s Lib Dems broke through to become coalition members with 23%
of the ballot.

We welcome feedback and contributions at SamFrancis@PublishMeNo\\
If you have any ideas for the magazine, or articles you'd like to write, please ¢
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Moyra Grant surveys the competitive procressive side of UK pari)

SN MY N QNS SNy

Fifty years ago, the UK had a relatively vnciac = o wg’two{t
party system’. In the 1979 genera! ¢ «cti 1 Jo/two main
parties between them we i * & =iiuof the votes and
96% of the sp“* pheil o 2 0 as they were then — won
ar s-allof the other parties combined
s Today, the picture is more diverse
with many more sngmﬁcant parties jostling for power and
influence. This enhances pluralism and choice for voters,
but also risks dispersing the votes and making the
disparity between votes and seats ever more
disproportionate. This article will focus on developments
on the left of UK politics (excluding the many small
revolutionary groups).

NS S S 3

The first major shift away from the traditional UK party
system was in 1981, when a group of centrist Labour Party
‘big beasts’ rejected the left-wing radicalism of Labour
leader Michael Foot and broke away to form the Social
Democratic Party (SDP). This
‘Gang of Four' (former
Cabinet  ministers  Roy
Jenkins, David Owen, Bill
Rodgers and Shirley
Williams) were joined by a
couple of dozen o*h v v
Labour MPs

09
an electoral # ?6“-‘ with the Liberals. However, the 1983
election starkly demonstrated the perils of small-party
politics in the UK with the first-past-the-post (FPTP)
electoral system: Labour won 27% of the votes and 209
seats, while the Alliance won 25% of the votes but just 23
seats. After an equally disheartening result in 1987, the

Liberals and SDP merged to form the Liberal Democrats.

Other small left-wing parties have come and gone over

the years:

» David Owen spurned the merger with the Liberals and
briefly led a much smaller version of the SDP until
1990, with no electoral success.

e In 2015, TV presenter Sandi Toksvig and others

launched the Women's Equality Party, campaigning

on a platform of gender equality for all. It Won a ew
council seats but no MPs, and dissolved ¥ ! w
¢ In 2019, seven centrist, pro- Euror. AL o v’lPs (not
very ‘big beasts’) rejecter 'j o\ Ay radicalism of
party leader arersyi i ’,f— ~>pecua|ly his perceived
anti-Senr ek} approach to Brexit - and broke
o9
away to i gange UK. Obvious comparisons were

30
made with*¥e formation of the SDP in 1981. This new

group caused a media stir and were joined by a few
other MPs, including Conservatives (whose then
leader Theresa May was also having Brexit problems)
such as Anna Soubry, who led Change UK for six
months. Boris Johnson's sister Rachel even stood for

Corbyn’s new
Labour ~ an., . rtheirmoney:
the Vot electlon but it ma
Jqually crash and burn

. Change UK at the
new party lasted i\
in December 201¢
that month’s gene:
politics had struck

Under the radical lef.
(2015-2020), Labour ¢
western Europe wit
election Labour wa:
Conservatives, resultit
fared badly in the &
Johnson, in large |
ambivalence aboui
perceptions of party ¢
Keir Starmer took ov:
and Human Rights C¢
anti-Semitism in th
condemning anti-Sei

Aty may g

MP in the 2024 electic

In 2025 Corbyn, tog:!
had lost the Labou:
Labour’s two-child be:

of a new, radical left.
banner of Your Party. \\
name at the autumn
the party’s policies - |
for example, wealth
social housing, safegii
right to protest. By Al
750,000 sign-ups. (L.
members, the Consetr

; ib Dems have 90,0C0
~ L xpressions of interest
7 further development:.

Several other small pa
the left than on the riy
* In some ways, the 1|
‘progressive’ than |
on the wealthy an:
and social care pol
and customs union |
expanding legal ro
challenges to Ref.
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the British Election &
the proportion of
elections. And it was
record, with the high
parties of any UK geri¢

policies’, ending arms exports to Israel and seizing
frozen Russian assets. They surged to a record 72 MPs in
the 2024 election.

* The Green Party — which has existed since the 1970s - is
also on a roll, with a record 65,000 members, four MPs
and 860 councillors. It campaigns not only on net zero
by 2040 and other green policies but also for rejoining
the EU ‘as soon as the domestic political situation is ..
favourable’, a wealth tax, big NHS investment, :ree - A
personal care, scrapping university it

in sum, UK elections -
olitical spectrum -
, luralist and competiti
less representative o
behaviour persist -

-

abandoning the UK’s Trident nu&l’f..JT A L = Aine.

unpredictable and ert

- Other centre-left 4/ —wudi  parliamentary election may produce
represent-ge ¥l cli - 3 o5NP, Plaid Cymru, Sinn Féin
and the N Irish SDLP. These and others joined

o3
o
me‘

mer recess to demand - without
government recall

that the Labour
Parliament, stop all arms sales to Israel and intensify its

success -

diplomatic  pressures over ‘the humanitarian
catastrophe unfolding in Gaza'. As regional parties, of
course, these can never jeopardise the UK dominance
of the two main parties.

It is fair to say that some of Labour’s policies over the last
year have disillusioned or angered many voters — notably
maintaining the Conservatives’ two-child benefit cap,

increasing inheritance tax and employers’ National
Insurance contributions, not taxing the rich more, early
prisoner releases, immigration — and particularly on cutting
pensioners’ winter fuel allowances and cutting Personal

Independence Payments for the disabled. Starmer ha e

water down both of these policies under the *hi > ov 71y
Commons revolts. The government i< ~liw \ar 1.9 many
popular policies, such as proi- «;f;il *ho riple lock on
pensions, strenathenin: ('L 1 8" Lyhts, banning no-fault
oley :!._»jll"éér breakfast clubs in schools,
sp\at British Energy - but these are

g ) .
WSS media attention.

and launchi
receiving rath

Corbyn’s new party may give Labour a run for their money
at the next election, but it may equally crash and burn -
as others have done before - thanks to the
disproportionalities of FPTP. The durability of
Westminster's electoral system has outlasted many small
parties because, of course, its winners — who are the only
ones with the power to change it — are unwilling
to abandon it.

Meanwhile, there is growing diversity and choice in UK
party politics, while the national electoral results are
increasingly disproportionate and unrepresentative. The

2024 general election broke many undesirable records. It

was the most disproportionate ever: the total.of the

§ A

e

The left’ originally t¢
of the assembly

representing the cal
right represented th
feel they have a gou
wing (or even ‘leftist|
political lexicon). |
definitely means si |
and redistributive ¢
associate other thir¢
LGBTQ+ and min.
immigration) and |
policy and internati.

In everyday langua
into ‘progressivene

~Labour is failing t¢

these make sense a:
in the UK we tend 10
US ‘left’ and ‘right
and ‘conservative’.

There's a lot of inte!
these concepts — a
kinds of policies

whether that define
For example, why
considered right wit

Discussion Points

1.

Suggest reasons \
emerging on bot
and the Conserv.

2. In what ways can.

both strengthen o

‘xam-style Questi

B Evaluate the view

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

.

differences between the seat shares and » .. res of in the UK warrant
each party was the highest ever e L. ar-Party - electoral system ‘9
achieving 63% of the seats. 2} . whare of just under . : .

o B 'The UK still esse
34% - broke thogmast « - e ) dfor the lowest vote share Analvse and evalt
of a party fc T;E’)g ) )01ty government. 2024 also saw y | 09
the lowest-e PeES@hbined vote share for the two largest .
parties at 57%, though between them they got 82% of the EdUCQthﬂ
seats. It was also the most volatile election recorded by Moyra Grant is an exp:

textbook author.
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300 Words & an E
The Proscription of Pﬂlest

An exam-style extract question with an exam p/e €

Palestine Action (PA) is an outw‘f or . ;wmn"éﬁL
pressure group which was fc: = a’i ,uzé ‘to end
Israeli apartheld’ asthy a ey came to public
promlnence 2; . ..gthe protests against the
war in Gaz °9’a<~ 2023. Their members engage in
‘non-violent 26““‘ "disruptive’ direct action, such as
vandalising property and occupying premises. In 2025
activists broke into the military base at Brize Norton
and sprayed red paint on two RAF planes — including
into the engines — ‘to symbolise the bloodshed in Gaza’
because ‘Britain continues to send military cargo, fly
spy planes over Gaza and refuel US/Israeli fighter jets.
Britain isn’t just complicit, it’s an active participant in
the Gaza genocide and war crimes across the Middle
East.” Six people since have been arrested.

This incident was apparently the last straw for the UK
government, who proscribed — i.e. banned — PA in
July. This means that people who join or support the
group are now liable to a maximum 14-year prison
sentence. This puts PA in the same category as groups
like ISIS, Hamas, Al Qaeda, and neo-Nazis Natlo" A

Action and the Maniacs Murder Cult. Civil. live. e b

groups such as Liberty and Amnestv I’*i, r @ . 1o have
criticised the ban, saying that i ﬂqm 3 ﬂ({l]—wolent
protest with terrorism. T A i *5 wie ban there have
s\ . . dround the UK in support
oY Mr lesulted in over 700 arrests.

However, Home Secretary Yvette Cooper has
defended the ban, saying that PA caused £7m worth of
damage to the planes, jeopardised national security
and is in fact a violent group, though ‘many important
details cannot yet be publicly reported because of
criminal proceedings’. PM Keir Starmer also said
that the government proscribed PA in part because of
the group’s targeting of Jewish businesses.

An original commentary written for The Think Tank

B Evaluate the view that governments may undermine
civil liberties in the UK more than pressure groups
may do. Edexcel-style (30 ne ’ks‘

B ‘The success or failure of pressure TSP
influence government polic *mﬂu l cxetermmed
by the methads whicy & ¢ \mp oy Analyse and
evaluate ‘LL ate y_.nt AQA-style (25 marks)

As the source’shgs, controversy has survounded the
pressure group Palestine Action (PA) in 2025 because,
after they deliberately damaged two wilitary aircraft,
the government banned (‘proscribed’) them under the
Tervorism Act 2000, so that being a member or

%) ,,%/1 e your own answer to

jw

Y
i

e

simply a supporter
up to 14 years. The
PA are undermining
UK national securit:|
or whether the gove
liberties by suppres
arguments may simi.
will argue that, on
seems potentially
and freedoms.

Palestine Action &
pressure group — i
with the executive
disapproves of its i
PA, are to oppose
activities in Palestiy
‘a the form of “civil
legal actions as
occupation of premi
the group’s launch in
400 strikes agains:
military. It claims ¢
the suspects’ first h
PA had ‘not partic
person or endanger:
or safety’. If this is ¢
dangerous precede:
groups such as Libgl
However, Home Si:
that PA ‘have beer
the source points oy
few details whit
underway, so ‘son
know the kind of
romoting.” Given th
FPA’s activities is
the government do:
n the UK’s liberal ¢

The UK’s legal defin
Act has been critici
Liberty as too b
encompasses ‘serioi
would not deny an
ever, cited as the ni
proscription of PA.
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wilitary aivcraft at Brize Norton, PA sprayed paint
divectly into the engines, disabling the planes, which
cost millions and which could potentially undermine
national security in the UK. However, the group’s
supporters seem to find it difficult to see this group
n the same light as other proscribed groups —
curvently 84 in all — such as ISIS, Hamas, Al Qaeda,

In conclusion, PA’s
against Israel and
many wmillions of |
national security an
Home Secretary ha:
are an important p
?eedoms will alway,

and neo-Nazis National Action and the Mar at j . Action (s not a non

Murder Cult, who all openly advocat .  nad
commit murder. WA\ A
i j -

hiia Nd “the bam on PA involved
people  hol :e({”bemtelg provocative placards
saying ‘1 oppwe gemoc:de support Palestine Action’,
and sitting waiting patiently for the police to move
in. As the source says, over 700 people have so far
been arvested, including 474 at one peaceful protest
on ath August in London’s Parliament Square (the
largest number on a single day in the last 10 years,
said the Met Police). It was notable how many of the
demonstrators were elderly — perhaps because they
were vetired and would have less to lose if convicted
and imprisoned. Amnesty International commented,
‘The protesters were not inciting violence and it is
entively disproportionate to the point of absurdity to
be treating them as tervorists’. It will take time —
probably many months — before we know the scale

of charges, convictions and sentences agains* e iA

r

i

The protest
o8

- )

Meanwhile, Palestine Artii~ [ LM “been  given
. . . v ol

permission bugthe ' % 3'&.» to mount a legal

challenge QNI ti - proscription, and the case

will be hear woﬁ‘*“‘q‘ ovember Another PA trial is also
due in November concerning an attack on an Israeli
defence firm in Bristol where allegedly three people
were injured. This may, in due course, change the
picture and may change the opinions of some PA
supporters. The ban followed lobbying of the
government by Lord Dannatt, paid adviser to a US
defence company, and PM Starmer has said that the
government proscribed PA in part because of the
group's targeting of Jewish businesses. Also, the PM
has been vigorous in acting against real or perceived
anti-Semitism since he expelled former Labour

leader Jeremy Corbyn from the party. Starmer’s .

W

supported by the Co

However, the Fo
reservations about

reaction which risk:
Muslims and in favo
expressed concern
could look like ‘stat.
have argued that tiy
address vandalism
to the sledgehamn
they say are an ¢
Dozens of internati
Angela Davis and
calling the ban ‘an o
The current UN
Rights, Volker Ttrk
TA actually breach
(beral Democrats |
tervorism law itsell
‘¢hilling effect’ on
and protest. There i«
understandable ur.
Palestine Action be:
enhances civil liberi

Examiner’s Comm:
There was compreh:
here, though the s¢
referred to more oil
(AO1) was very gat
generally careful a
argument (AO3) was
but the essay lacl
argument and «
paragraph together
if each paragraph
undermined the clai

critics say that his action against PA was thore "’)w’ W

to some extent politically wmotiver { D it is

unclear so far whether the P2 4 i 2 ,av*owxpted by AO1: 10

concerns for goublic. 3 ’f wor costlg property

damage, fc e v ertect or for political bias. Moyra Grant s an exp
i textbook author.
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THE KEY IDEAS

JEAN-JACQUI

ROM"SSE,

Moyra Cri “ «m«d' Rousseau s relationship with nationalism. It's prc::

3

seat’ fy1712—1778) was a Genevan THE STATE OF

philosopher \Gg#redated most contemporary political Like many other philos
ideologies as we now know them, including nationalism Rousseau employed th
itself, but whose ideas have influenced almost all of them nature’ when huma:
- from anarchism through liberalism and socialism to governments, states, r.|
totalitarianism - in very different ways. As this implies, his have used this thougt
theories were multifaceted and sometimes contradictory — explain, justify or con
but that has only helped to broaden their appeal. arrangements. Rousse:

nature who believed i

ROUSSEAU’'S KEY IDEAS improvement and ever

advocate of freedon

NATIONALISM pessimism and sugge
Rousseau was an early advocate of the idea that nations nature, humans lived |
have the right to govern themselves in what we now call a peaceful, equal and cci
‘nation state’ — a sovereign political territory housing a they formed social cat
community with common values - and he advanced a they were increasingly
form of ‘civic nationalism’ where the state is legitimised by ..~ >rms which often a
the active participation of its citizens, and national ide; wut. “ . limited their freedoms ¢
is premised on such participation rather tha ..., tuedr  he meant by his fan
ethnicity. He was influenced in part spte s _zarthought everywhere heisin ch:
of John Locke and argued w&) e “hents should serve would endorse. Anarg|

phe ¢ r sy ’around as monarchists

the people, e
believed. (K ‘39
free and woﬁ‘*‘“ spmt’) He is
therefore usually classified as a pioneer
of liberal nationalism, but some of his
ideas - notably the ‘general will’ \
(see below) - seem contrary to ) L establist

liberal individualism. That said, the . . \ authoit
and &

never be free until |
entrails of the |

THE SC
in The

pondered

‘nation’ is a collective concept, so

the very idea of ‘liberal peopl
nationalism’ embodies inherent assell
contradictions. Liberal \ procit
nationalism is based on a belief in » betW?
the rationalism of human nature, powe: |
and its goals of economic self- contrast:

century the
which asseri.

determination and  peaceful
international coexistence can

be seen as reasoned and monarchs wa:
sensible. It also accords with L ‘ COHSGHt(_Bf
Rousseau’s belief that ‘o ) hotic
country cannotgsubs .

without ik @} \ mrt’y'
without i s y However,
Rousseau’s

notions of a ‘state of nature’,
‘social contract’ and ‘general
will may be seen by some as
irrational fictions.
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were confined to the sphere of home and family — which
earned him a rebuke from one of his contemporaries, Mary
Wollstonecraft.) In essence, he argued that government
must rest on the collective will of the people in pursuit of
the common good. His vision of democracy was a system
of delegates: Thus deputies of the people are not, and
cannot be, its representatives; they are merely its agents,
and can make no final decisions. Any law which the people

have not ratified in person is null, is not a law.’ Sn 7 A

democratic - but: g i
- 5 - -

THE GENERAL wWi't | -

hisgllying cagfof’/he ‘general will’ as
the indivisik Ve (] e sovereign, collective people
in pursuit of Wi\w good - which, he argued, was
not simply the'aggregate of individual wills, i.e. the ‘will of
all’, nor the aggregate of group or ‘partial wills’. This was
an idealistic vision of ‘people power’ as the foundation of
national unity, but it conflicted with liberal individualism.

Rousseau advanm

Rousseau further disagreed with Locke by arguing that all
individual rights, including property rights, were
subordinate to the general will. He believed that private
property created inequality, injustice and social conflict.
He wrote, ‘The fruits of the earth belong to us all, and the
earth itself to nobody’ - meaning that natural resources
such as land and water should be owned in common, while
the products of human labour should be owned by the
labourer himself. Socialists like to quote him on this.

Rousseau also said, ‘Each of us puts his person under th

supreme direction of the general will". His idea of ¢ lle tl\

sovereignty meant that individuals .« dic ve to
surrender some of their freedorr: .« *’thg 70U ofallwhlch
by definition included tr»* & .4 “ud! This meant, in his
t il oy fuals may be ‘forced to be free’

i plymg that coercion is legitimate if it
serves the Wlder community. At the least, this presents the
clear danger of the ‘tyranny of the majority’ so feared by
liberals. Also, autocratic, authoritarian and totalitarian
leaders have often employed Rousseau’s concept to
buttress their own power and control. Mussolini’s fascist
theory, for example, coined the idea of ‘totalitarianism’ - lo
stato totalitario - which claimed that he and the state
embodied the general will of the people, justifying total
control. Similarly, Hitler claimed to embody the ‘will of the
Volk', justifying his demand for complete public obedience
to the Fuhrer: ‘His will is not the subjective, individual will
of a single man, but the collective national will'. The
potential paradoxes within Rousseau’s ideas mean that h9
has variously been seen as the father of both ararc ash
and totalitarianism. B ) W

THE IM"5 ”‘3‘“' OF
R” LAY 'S IDEAS

Rousseau'’s ,\N phllosophy helped to shape the
development of much modern political, economic,
cultural and educational thought, including thinkers as
diverse as Marx and Herder. His ideas influenced Europe’s
Age of Enlightenment, and inspired both the 1775
American Revolution and 1789 French Revolution with

w’jw

&
W

their republican drive |
such as Julie, or the

Romantic movement

century. In Emile (1762}
of child-centred edu
reasoning man’witha .
sfgll resonates centuric:

¥ Al
ROUSS

CASE STUDY I: F

There has been a rise |
nationalism around
governments such a.
Russia, Belarus, Austria,
rising parties such o
Reform UK.

WHAT WOULD |
The concepts of freed

of the people towarc:
Rousseau’s philosop |
contemporary popu.
authoritarian and driv
for power, contrary
healthy democracy.

CASE STUDY 2: §

There is today a wic

o ross the world, bot
~ the UK, for example, 1

wealth while the botty

WHAT WOULD |
In his Discourse on Ine;

such economic dispar.
and generated social ¢
would likely see st
undermining social |\
common good — whilg,
in populist nationalisn

Discussion Points

1. Would you classify
- a collectivist or &
- a rationalist or ai
- favouring equal
How far do Rouss:
of other nationali:

N

~ EL.iam-style Questi.

e

B ‘'Nationalism is an
idealism rather tho
Analyse and evalui
to the nationalist |

B To what extent d¢
view of the nation

Moyra Grant is an exp.
textbook author.
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TRUMP’S TRC

THE PRESIDENT BUSTS THE FEDEE

Trump's administration has continued to push the boundaries of the US Constitution, usi
deploy troops to thff_;*' - s fWashington DC.
2 | : e

3
The Trump administration has takerfws hig iy

controversial and antagonistic apor.... " ‘e _evalism in
recent months, twice disrer. . . ~iyovernment and
law enforcemezgaby v - vi  the National Guard - the
Wy .o deal with law and order.

In June, Trurﬁ’ﬁ:}“w deployed the National Guard in
Los Angeles, against the wishes of the State of California.
And just last month a further major mobilisation took
place on the streets of the nation’s capital city,
Washington D.C.

So what exactly is going on? Well, one thing that all sides
can agree on is that Trump’s deployment of the National
Guard is highly unusual.

The National Guard is an organised military force which
can be called upon by the US army as a reserve army.
Each state has its own National Guard; however, the
President can — under certain circumstances - federalise a
specified number of guards,
placing them under the direct
command of the President rather BY
than the state governor.

There is some precedert ». 4 * “creates

Famously, d thy o i onghts .

struggles in ?5\15," President visual
e

Eisenhower \#8

National Guard in Little Rock,

s

Arkansas, instructing them to c1t1es, lawlessness and
protect African American students poor governance

who were being prevented from
entering their school by white
segregationists.

Unusually, this executive order from Eisenhower went
against the wishes of the state government, as well as

¢ eg";;}iﬁg the
it iual Guard, Trump

association
Ueralised  the  hetween Democrat-run

Trump thanking officers in Washington, D.C.,
August 2025

many local people. Ci
Guard have been dep
1992, or the aftermat |
been with the consen!

Trump's recent deplo
in conflict with the sta
Gavin  Newsom ¢
‘purposefully inflamny
tensions and erode !
Muriel Bowser simil
‘unsettling and unpre:

These kinds of feders
with Trump going &
Newsom should be .
bad job'. Unlike preyi
Trump’s have not !
enforcement being o
government refusing |

powerful

|
support the Trump ac\|
crime is at its lowest |
Los Angeles, meanw:
lowest homicide rate |

Similarly, in Chicago ¢
places where Trum
lational Guard next

 some of the lowest ctl

occurring in recent yo
dismissed these offic}:

A UNIGUE A
In Washington D.C,, t}\
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assumed direct cont
means that it is the fe.
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This scale of federalisation would in theory not be
possible in other parts of the US; however, D.C. is a little
different. Unlike every other part of the continental
United States, the capital city is not part of a state. Instead,
the region is categorised as a ‘federal district’, the District
of Columbia.

Due to this special status, D.C. does not enjoy the same
kinds of rights and protections as fully fledged stz s’
Most notably, D.C. cannot elect members £ = g o/

leaving it unrepresented in the P\ M,ég,»ésr‘ature.
Similarly, it does not enjoy th-. » - 'owﬁwof’ autonomy as
states and lackeguqorcin v 3 ﬁ aie city’s mayor given a
reduced po: N

09
LZ-Sa
As a result, Tremp does possess broad powers over law

enforcement in D.C., of a kind he does not elsewhere.
Mayor Bowser acknowledged as much in her response to
the deployment, when she conceded that the
Constitution allows the federal government ‘to intrude on
our autonomy in many ways'. In some ways, this makes
D.C. the perfect testing ground for Trump. He can push at
the limits of his extra-constitutional powers to see where
they give, and what effect they have.

By contrast in California, which has its own autonomous
system of governance, Trump ran up against some very
real constitutional limits. Within days his deployment was
found to be illegal by a Californian court. This ruling was
later overturned by an appeals court — such is the highly

politicised nature in which the US judicial system ol o

functions. The case, known as Newsom v Trum».''s . 'W;
back again in a higher federal court. ;v7 it j Bve ntual
outcome likely to be influert: — 1 n s of Trumps
broader strategy. A 4 -

JISM IN DANGER?

To the extent Wat all constitutional arrangements are in
danger from such a norm-busting president, the short
answer is yes.

09 W

However, the big picture is more complicated.

On 25" August Trump signed an executive order
establishing ‘specialized units’ in the National Guard to
address crime in cities. On the face of it, this seems to be
an attempt to redefine the purpose of the National Guard
as some kind of federal government militia - and expand
the role of the military in policing American cities.

Trump’s aim seems to be fomenting a perception of
lawlessness within, and asserting greater control ¢,

¢
-
- i

s,

-

W
w’jw

Democrat-run cities: o
of the strongest oppa:

However, given what |
operator, this doesn
with the federal &
undermine state aiu

pproach to governan
ine substance.

The televisual image
being deployed in D¢
main goal. Trump ui
and projects his own
his opponents. By de;
creates a powerful vis
run cities, lawlessnes:

Meanwhile Trump
motivated by favoural
role of hero; strongn:
the political salience ¢
well, and his opponei:
American news medi.

But while Trump ma
federal crisis for any ¢
coverage, that doesi
troops won't have gro

‘ltlmately, the Presic.
matters of law and or¢
and when the Pres:
cooperation. It is nol
to work. B

Discussion Quest.
1. Is National Guarg
executive overrea
2. What does Presic
crime’ tell us abal
3. How should Den
deployments?

Exam-style Quest
B Evaluate the exte
undermine US feu

Dominic Glover is a freelc:
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The UK's
Chonging Voting Envi

4 N 7 the UK’s different el

Graham Goodlad examines the chan('

Three major changes are in prospect over ... t .wv’
years which will affect how peonle va. 3 *é”UK The
Labour government has arig »y) : ",at‘lt will Iower the
voting age to gamfori\ .t jster

will be replaced with a closed list proportional system.

Finally, English mayoral and police and crime
commissioner elections will revert to the Supplementary
Vote (SV) after a brief period in which first-past-the-post
(FPTP) has been used.

With the Scottish Parliament retaining AMS, FPTP
continuing for general elections, and STV for the Northern
Ireland Assembly, this means that the UK will have an
even greater variety of electoral systems. This article
examines each of these three changes and reviews the
arguments for and against them.

Votes at 16

Lowering the voting age to 16 was a Labour Party
manifestoc commitment at the 2024 general ele’fi n. lﬁhﬂ
issue has become something of a left/r'“'“ di o g line,
with the Liberal Democrats A _f Gre 1 uXckmg the
change, while the Conser i < f'a neform UK oppose it.

‘g‘aw oleligl sndes have been well-rehearsed
over the yeat ?‘“ our's case is based on the idea that at
16, young people can work and pay taxes, so they are
entitled to a say in how the money is spent and who
governs the country. It would also be a logical step to take
because 16-year-olds can already vote in Scottish and
Welsh local elections and in elections to the Scottish

Parliament and the Senedd.

Opponents point out that in practice, many rights
enjoyed by 16-year-olds are limited. They can join the
armed services, for example, but are not allowed to serve
on the front line. Some rights cannot be exercised until a
person is older — the age at which someone can be a
parliamentary candidate is 18. In fact, the general trend
has been towards raising the age at which certain ric
can be accessed. Young people are expector ™ bl
some kind of education or training * . ¢ . 18. The
right to marry (with parental G 1Al 0 .6'was ended by
legislation in 2028 [ercit iy bxet:t young people from
forced marr’ o

WP’_,

Underlying th¥® uébate is the question, are 16 and 17-year-
olds mature and knowledgeable enough to vote? Some
people (including many teenagers) feel that they do not
have enough knowledge of politics. On the other hand,
supporters of the move argue that it will promote political
participation. This is by no means certain - turnout

B

S 4

w’jw

among 18 to 24-ye
general election, so
differently from their .
argue that the cha
advantage - in 2024,
Labour, while only 2¢1

Whatever you feel o
biggest change to t)
That was the year wh:
18, in recognition th.
age of adulthood. It i
Wilson’s Labour Part:
change - the Conser;
following year.

Closed lists in

From May 2026, wh:
scheduled, Wales wil| «

oting system since ||
. 2eans that the FPTP ¢
disappear. Instead, W
will be divided into 1
return six members to

This means increasin;
members - which is
Welsh government’s ¢
need to increase the ©«
Political parties will i}
constituency - inde
allowed to stand. Vo
independent candid.
used to ensure that
reflects the share of s¢

The Welsh governme
grounds that closed |
and will better reflec:
the rank ordering of c.\
ienying voters a

~ voice in who is

placed at the top
of the list - and
thus more likely to
be elected.
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Return to SV

The Supplementary Vote (SV) was the system originally
chosen for mayoral and police and crime commissioner
(PCQ) elections. The system gives voters two preferences.
If no candidate secures 50% of first preference votes, all
except the top two candidates are eliminated and their
second preferences are allocated to the remaining two
candidates. This process produces a clear winner.

In 2022 Boris Johnson’s governmentanz . t ‘e« . Y.« FPTP
would replace SV in the next .. 5f n a,0rdl and PCC
elections. The Consera: - Wffn.f:.ea”’}%hat SV was too
o \RAEN C ot spoiled voting papers, and
:3@0 'iMBIer and more effective in enabling
voters to holu‘blic officials to account. There is some
evidence that the change was designed to favour the
Conservatives, given that there was more division on the
left between Labour, the Liberal Democrats and Greens,
than on the right. FPTP enabled the Conservatives to
benefit from this splintering of the opposition to them,
winning several PCC races on a simple plurality. Only five of
the 10 mayors elected in 2024 won a majority of the vote.

The advantage of SV is that the winning candidate is
usually elected on a sizeable share of the vote - for
example, Ben Houchen was elected mayor of Tees Valley
in 2021 on 72% of the vote, compared with 53% when
FPTP was used in 2024. Given the high profile of mayors,
it is important that they are seen to command broad

support. Supporters of SV also argue that it gives voter< a

wider choice than FPTP.

&
-

The proposed return of SV for m2:c av'a 0 1w elections
has led to a revival of ce!l ‘Jc ¢ = _idpping of FPTP in
o . specially as the Labour
1% of the seats on just 34% of the vote
in the highl \a#®Broportionate 2024 general election.
However, there is little indication that this is on the cards.
Party advantage is likely to shape thinking in this, as in so
many other areas.

-HOW THE ADDITIONAL MEMBER SYSTEM (AMS) WORKS
Voters have two votes — one for a constituency
member, using FPTP, the other for a political party.
Parties are listed and the voter chooses one of them.
For this part of the system, several constituencies are
grouped together to form a region, and a set number
of candidates are elected from that regional list. This

o~
] :
9 " &

S
W

The D’Hondt fo
mathematician, Vic |
rounds. The formul:
votes cast for each |
have won, plus on:
.their votes are divi.
two seats their vote

“with the highest tot:

Discussion Quest.

1. Present the argui
changes outlined
a table.

2. Which of the varit
the UK - FPTP, A\
outcomes in you:

Exam Questions

B ‘Introducing prop
Westminster elec|
addressing low I
the UK. Analyse

B Evaluate the viev.
representation fo
best way of imprt
UK.

You must conside:
this view in a baio

Dr Graham Goodlad teac:
is a co-author of the Pear::
the second edition of whiy:

element helps to make the outcome more
proportional than with a purely FPTP system.
7 4 ) .

Another issue is persistent low electoral tiiin - Thias
unlikely to change as a result of 7 . v 4 electoral
system. It was 40.5% in the 79 1 st ' mayoral election
and 42% in Jqde T o :uts that there are deeper
causes of ai.w disengagement from politics
among the ei e B
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20 Questions

Twenty hints to test your knowledge or to play ‘twenty questions’ with a cla:

1.1am male.
2.lama hv 2 Hlic figure.
\/\N.:s born in 1967.

L N " 4.1am American.

5.1am from San Francisco, California.

6. My father was a prominent Californian juc

7. At school | was affected by severe dyslex

8. | attended Santa Clara University on a baseball s¢
9.1 graduated in political science in 1989

10. I volunteered to help elect Willy Brown as San Frar

11. Brown appointed me to the San Francisco legislal

12.1am a member of the Democratic Part:

13.1n 2004 [ was elected "% yor of San Franci

14.1 gained national promlnenc" R Y)(‘ Y authorlsmg unlawf
15 Iy "(' ud \ g elected Deputy Governor of Ca

- ».6 In 2018 | was elected Governor of Califor

S
T

éw" .In this role | have overseen pandemic and wildfire

18.1am considered a strong contender for 2028 Democrat pi
19.1n 2025 | opposed President Trump’s deployment of ti¢

20.1am currently embroiled in legal action against Pre
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Denied and Occ
Qecogmsmg a QWL’H:e 0

Mutual recognition is one of the key tenets of s at. fony ,fnfh has been enshrined in |
seventeenth-century Treaty of W=t m.j . ominic Glover explains how it applies |

- i
: myuestern nations are

s

foreign policy (3

ich those nations usually align.

French President Emmanuel Macron got the ball rolling,
with his announcement that France would recognise
Palestine at the United Nations General Assembly in
September. This was followed by similar commitments
from the British, Australian and Canadian governments.
By the end of September, 153 UN member states will have
unilaterally recognised the Israeli-occupied nation.

Their decision to go ahead with unilateral recognition is a
result of heavy public pressure and shifting political
realities, and follows the same decision made by Spain,
Ireland and Norway more than a year ago. But unilateral
recognition does not mean a nation has achieved
statehood. By most definitions, fully fledged statehood

depends on membership of the United Nations - whic ¢~

-

a multilateral process of its own.
There are 193 member states 25 a '1 ed Natlons In
order for a state o be'\ >l '='n wer state it mustaccept
the terms ¢ N~ acer ‘and be recommended for
statehood b} S o N Securlty Council. The UN General
Assembly will nen vote on the nation’s membership, and
if a two-thirds majority of the assembly is secured, the

nation will become a member state.

The most recent state to join the United Nations is
South Sudan, which split from the Sudanese state in 2011
following decades of civil war, and was recommended by
the Security Council and accepted by the General
Assembly just days later.

There are a few nations which do not have any
involvement with the UN due to territorial disputes. These
include: the territory of Western Sahara in North Africa,

which is disputed between the self-declared Sahrawi s

Republic and Morocco; the enclave of Kosovo, whic « n’é
claimed by Serbia; and the island of Taivu s
claimed by China. These nations are o AN ,'ing rather
than occupied by a for.c o however their
dit ﬂ"v;..fth“éﬂresolutlon of disputes
rei .ut member-state neighbour.

In addition, there\are two ‘observer states’ of the United
Nations which occupy a space somewhere between
member and non-member states. These states, Palestine
and the Vatican, are allowed to attended the General

S
W

Assembly but do no
recognised as fully fleg

A journey tonc:

Palestine’s attemptec
and uneven. The nati.
established by a UN ¢
Palestinians never cc\\
Palestinians from thy
neighbouring counti:
now know as the oc:
Gaza Strip and the W

In 1949 Israel was a.
United Nations; how
to be conditional or}
implemented: UN coi
“he right of ro
Aalestinian refugees.

In 1974, the Palestin:
was formally recogn
Palestinian people .
discussions. In 198&
resulting in almost |
recognising the sove

In 2011, Palestinian |
applied for members:
of Palestine was gran
special designation i
the Vatican, which ca.
constitutional specifit |
full observer status re'|
Palestinian statehooc
states voted in favout
states voting against.

itimately, the singl

' _chieving its statehat
Y A

Israel’s ally, the Unite
members of the Secu:|
veto any proposal p.i
body. If Palestinian <t
Security Council is i
member to the Ge:
process. The most i
Palestinian statehooc
hopes dashed by the ;
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What has changed now?

Despite this long history of obstructed diplomacy at the
UN, Western leaders such as Macron and Keir Starmer
believe that now is the correct time to push for
recognition. But why now, almost 40 years since Palestine
declared independence?

Well, according to Starmer,

‘two-state  solution” - in
which a viable Palestinian

Israel — is g fa. ;

Western rect 0o appears Umted States
to have waitc\G#®i the very
last moment, and ‘while there is still a state to recognise’,

to use the words of the UK's Foreign Affairs Committee.

Since 2023, most of the Gaza Strip has been turned to
rubble by Israeli bombs. According to the UN, 92% of
residential buildings have been damaged, while all critical
civilian infrastructure has been destroyed.

In the West Bank, Israeli-backed settlers continue to
intensify their annexation of Palestinian land. In 2024 tens
of thousands of Palestinians were displaced from their
homes, with the amount of land illegally seized by Israel
over 12 months exceeding that of the previous 20 years
combined. Palestinians who seek to defend their land

from settlers are frequently injured or killed with impunity.

In this sense, this last-minute recogmtlon 2 esiigl
might already be too late. The twonp SO won’ has
been on its last legs for so l7.: "f, 1’r shere is very little
diplomacy or geageti e \ft ‘revive. Unilateral
recognition “’39 in y.2 context of this impasse, but it
does little in ?Mwﬂ“ tacklmg the fundamental obstacle
to achieving statehood: the fact that the Israeli
government, and much of lsraeli society, is firmly
opposed to Palestinian sovereignty.

Israeli Prime Ministe:
entire career upon ¢
and often publicly be
formation of a State .
Research finds that |

The single fac‘c ' preventin
it's because the idea of a Palestme “xe. “ﬁ“&CthVlng il

st“‘ ‘o a-at the UN is the vet
state  coexists alonqt'( v T,; “ Wer of Israel’s ally, tl

the United Nations — .
no doubt represent:
viable Palestinian
international pressur:
the United State

resolutely opposed.

Discussion Quest
1. What does Pales|
us about its relati
2. Does unilateral rg
demonstrate tha!
3. By what other m¢
revive a 'two-sta.

Exam-style Quest:
B Analyse how rea|
importance of th.

Dominic Glover is a freelc::
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»PfOflle Zarah Sultan

Zarah Sultana was born in Birmingham in 1993. Her family are of
Pakistani ancestry, and she is a practising Muslim. Sultana described her
formative political moment as a trip to the West Bank when she was 17,
where she watched Palestinians be humiliated at Israeli military
checkpoints. She went on to attend the University of Birmingham, where
she studied international relations and economics.

Sultana joined the Labour Party in 2011, in response to the coalition
government’s trebling of tuition fees and broader austerity policies. She
became a strong supporter of Jeremy Corbyn, who was elected Labour
Party leader in 2015, following the party’s general election defeat that
year. In 2019, Sultana was chosen as the general elec” in candidate for
the constituency of Coventry South, follov ol gb \ ”i“eylgnatlon of the
sitting MP. She won her constltuen(; Vit & “‘;,xju 1ty of just 401 votes.

i e

o M,/ w
Following her elecﬁ”; ) "« > /became a prominent figure on the left of
the par’ss@d 1 1 adept at social media, earning her the title of MP

with ti 2o llKTOk followers. In 2022, Sultana was awarded the ‘MP
of the Y award by the non-political Patchwork Foundation. She was
overwhelmingly reselected by her constituency party to contest the 2024
election, in which she grew her majority to 10,000.

Following the election, Sultana was one of seven Labour MPs to be
suspended from the party for her opposition to the government’s two-
child benefit cap. Despite being described as a six-month suspension, she
was never re-admitted. In July 2025 Sultana left the Labour Party,
announcing that she would form a new left-wing party with Corbyn.

“Every day the far nght laur - bogroms on hotc&

’ “The enemy of the working class t:
private jet, not migrant dingh
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FOP

Constitutional
Conventions

| e0ees

keep the UK’s uncodified £Cus {‘ui} ol v lng

the nature ot P“arllamentary Sovereignty, conventions
come a close second in shaping how the UK system
operates and has developed over time. A convention
is an ‘accepted norm’, often something which has
been recognised and adhered to over a long period
of time and more often than not focuses on ensuring
democracy and accountability in some way. While
conventions are not technically binding and can be
ignored, to do so often results in controversy. What
follows is a survey of some of the most important -
some long established, others emerging in more
recent times.

1. Royal Assent shall never be refused

The UK has developed over the last 200 year<.in 0 a

constitutional monarchy, and a nurmh « . ¢ tions
by the monarch have becorr '\e} 5 cpted norm.
The monarch will irvii * & —auér of the largest
n . mwh’to form a government
#Sially shake their hand, a formal
gesture to signal the passing on of the royal
prerogative powers to the democratically elected
government. Both these actions are themselves
conventions — they are the long-established and
fully expected way in which the transition of power
occurs following a general election. Alongside this
delegating of the prerogative powers the monarch
also rescinds the right to veto legislation. The final
part of the primary legislative process — Royal Assent
- is an absolute given, regardless of what that Bill
seeks to achieve. The last monarch to refuse Royal
Assent was Queen Anne in 1707 — a clear signal of its

longevity and acceptance. o

g 8 |
,.»’ = &
Richard Lawton takes a stroll through the v ve i sthat

W

2. The prime
the largest
If we simply list the
PMs - Thatcher,
Blair, Brown, Ca:
May, Johnson,
'unak and Starmer
have all been the le:
the party that ho
most seats in the Hu
Commons, and itis |
reason that they
been PM. On oni
occasions in the
century or so did wi
PM briefly not at or
the same time lea
the largest party -
(Asquith remainec
initially) and Winsto
(Chamberlain  ret
Conservative Party i
occurred during @
coalition does not

2. Salisbury C:«

he House of Lon
(Parliament Acts |
democratic moves |
is subservient to it
Parliament Act ens.
be able to hold ©
Parliament Act en.!
year, would be the |
the legislative proc
dictates that the Le
that reflect manife:
that its unelectec
democratic safequa

4. Collective 1
All members of the
convention and shuo
and decisions in pii
‘svel to the Cabinet |

< or not. All decision

as collective decisiu
this should resign ¢t

This is pretty cruc.
indeed to public coi
recognised limitatic
be easily suspendec
with many an exami
and Clare Short Irag
the more recent Al
over cuts to interna.
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5. Individual ministerial responsibility
This convention maintains that each minister is fully
accountable to Parliament for their own conduct,
the conduct of their department and the actions
and/or perceived failings of their department.
Failings in any of the above could lead to calls for
resignation (or dismissal if severe enough). This

convention is important in a democracy =~
responsibility and accountability arefw Dai DUl

crucial. It is important that mlm(M . ompelled
»Parllament and

come under strain as ministers have been known to
sidestep responsibility, or even if accepting
responsibility and resigning, popping back up in
government with barely a lapse in service. Suella
Braverman's resignation on 19™ October 2022 as
Home Secretary being reappointed on 25™ October
2022 is probably the most startling example of this.
Priti Patel achieved the biggest ignoring of it to date
when she remained Home Secretary following
bullying allegations and evidence of breaking the
ministerial code.

6. Sewel Convention

The Sewel Convention applies when _tle UI}?)

Parliament wants to legislate onar= 't 114 .nthe
devolved competence of 5ta o \"Nales or
Northern lIreland. ! x’ “terms  of the
st nister W|II ‘not  normally
w-the relevant devolved institution
having passed a consent motion. Like all
conventions, it normally functions as expected - but,
like all conventions, it has been ignored.

7

One of the most divisive issues of recent times,
Brexit, provides a good example. While accepting
the convention applied to the EU withdrawal Bill,
this was passed regardless of the fact that all three
devolved legislatures denied consent. This partly
stimulated the current Labour government in its
2024 manifesto to suggest the ‘setting out a new
memorandum of understanding outlining how the
nations will work together for the common good’ -

a reference to Sewel for the future and an un 'at ”tr\
the 2013 memorandum. s

o
-

! ‘C-in-C" means ‘Commander-in-Chief’, which is a title and power of the
US President as commander of the armed forces. In the UK the
equivalent power is technically the monarch'’s.

e

1. Ask Parlian
Probably the most
powers is the comn|
life and death natui:
why it has become t:
should be consulted

~ Yhen Parliament

recalled early to c.
airstrikes in Syria in
PM at the time
Cameron - despite h
conviction that
would be both le¢
necessary — was k:
show consideratic:
constraint to refle
mood of both
opinion and Parlian
theory he needed
neither butitisincre:
the accepted norm |
needed to do both.

At the despatch bao:
believe in the need
chemical weapons, i

vill of this House oi |

) inat, while the Hou:

clear to me that the
views of the British p:
military action. | gei
accordingly.’

The convention, lik:
Sunak’s use of air:
consult Parliament
convention was
defend his decision |
the action, saying

speed... to protect ||
adding that he hac
the earliest opp
conventions, if not i«
accepted that it will
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8. Ask ‘the people’

If there is to be a significant constitutional change in
the UK then that this is put to the people has
become the convention. Devolution introduced in
1998 through Statute Law was preceded by a
referendum in each nation to ask whether it was
wanted. Scottish Independence was last considered

via a referendum in 2014. When the SNP ur .u ‘f:;,,‘

Sturgeon wanted to try again - tho.. pod
mechanism was to be anotherwrf,;vr\ v, 4 The last
three nationwide refere < i < ...ve been held in
relation to gms@lic: ©

in-out EEC;

- satutional change (1975,
s hange to AV; 2016, in-out EU).

s

9. Accept what ‘the people’ say

Shown with every single referendum outcome in
recent times. If you are going to ask the question
then you are also going to accept the answer
without exception. The UK remained members of
the EEC in 1975; the UK retained FPTP in 2011;
Scotland remained part of the UK in 2014; and in
2016, the outcome led to Brexit. The latter, given the
majority of MPs were ‘Remainers’, shows just how
accepted this ‘accepted norm’ is.

W

10. Accept (wi
grace) what
‘We accept the rulin
spoken words follovw
action by the execui
applies to any case,
iovernment or govi
profile cases of rece
Secretary of State ft
government could
Parliament approva
suggested ‘First of &
in and value the in¢
foundation upon wi
course we will respe.

Johnson as PM wa.
annoyed followir:
Court's declaration |
attempt to p
Parliament in 20
unlawful. Nicola St
in 2022 was thwarte:
attempt to iniil
second referendt
independence whe!
wuled the |

' arliament did no

the power to duo
annoyed yet accep:
good description

press conference fo!
the ruling in both co

Richard Lawton is a teach
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