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Teacher’s Introduction

This pack is designed to provide students with a comprehensive educational

resource on Democracy and Political Participation for AS and A Level Edexcel. Always check the exam board

website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

Understanding democracy is essential for learning about politics in the United
Kingdom. The idea of representative democracy, the developments in the
culture of democracy, and the introduction of legal rights are all fundamental
parts of how democracy in the UK operates today. This chapter will give vital
context to the rest of the students’ learning about British politics. Students will be introduced to the concept of
democracy and how it applies in the United Kingdom today, as well as how it has developed over time.

The democracy and participation module in the 2017 Edexcel specification covers four main topics: democracy in
the context of the UK, the widening of the franchise, group politics, and rights in context. The idea of this chapter
is to give students a basic understanding of what democracy means in the United Kingdom. The course
companion is as comprehensive as possible, and covers key political developments up to and including the June
2017 general election.

This pack has been designed either to be worked through in order, or dipped in and out of to support your own
lesson structures. Please use it in whichever way you prefer. The talking points and activities provided are
designed to engage students while provoking the critical thought and analysis that will be required in the exam.

Each chapter contains:

e  abrief overview and learning objectives for the chapter

e alist of key terms and key words

e students’ notes and analysis of the key events

e  ‘talking point’ questions designed to encourage discussion in class and develop key analysis skills

Second edition, April 2020

The second edition of this course companion has been updated to reflect recent developments, contemporary
debates and new political contexts that have emerged since its initial publication. In relation to Democracy and
Participation, this includes (but is not limited to) political developments since the 2017 general election, the
evolution of policy commitments, the advancement of debates around the influence of European institutions and
the role of the judiciary, and the impact of new pressure group activity.

Third edition, October 2022

The third edition of this course companion has been further updated to include developments such as the
political context since the 2019 general election, the passage of new legislation, the emergence of new pressure
groups, and the impact of Brexit on civil rights.

Fourth edition, January 2026

This edition incorporates the tumultuous events of the last three and a half years: a change of government,
reform of the House of Lords, further electoral reform including a reversion of the change to mayoral systems,
and the move towards votes at 16. New case studies include the debate on giving prisoners the vote, Marcus
Rashford’s free school meals campaign, and the removal of IPP sentences.

Course Companion: A Level Edexcel: UK Politics: Democracy and Participation (2026 Ed.) Page 1 of 41 © ZigZag Education, 2022-26



Unit 1.1 Democracy in the Context

Learning Objectives

v Learn the features of, and similarities and diffP"* 55 between, direct ¢
representative democracy o

Be aware of the advantages andul. ac 'Mmué)es of direct and represe.
Have an understanding ~7ia 5 « v v ¢ .nrhealth of democracy in the UK

o 4
Know some of th=.ii -1 refirms proposed for UK democracy
ol Gisia

¢

AN

s 0 | ———
.
i

s

Stems from the Greek words ‘demos’ (people) and ‘kratia’ (poy 77N

D
emocracy idea that the people in a society should control how the society

A form of democracy in which the public is consulted direc:|

Direct Democrac . . .
y representatives. Referendums are a mechanism of direct de:

A system in which the electorate chooses officials (representati

Representative . . L
Dell)nocrac parliament through the process of elections. Representatives i
y organised into parties.
A political sys in whict difi 1 it views, opini .
Pluralism political system in which man}; di o) f views, opinions a

and compete. o

&
Wv

- ! y
Atermuser oy 3 7'/ who believe that there is not enough ¢
Democratic Deficit |the . -1 v, 7dis could mean that the public is not involved ¢

L wernment is not held to account enough.

Election A formal public vote to choose political representatives.
Judicia The system of courts in a society and a collective name for ali
Yy uphold the law and make judgments in trials. They also havi
. All forms of mass communication in a country. This include
Media

television, radio and newspapers, as well as newer forms suc!

The movement of powers and responsibilities away from th
Devolution in the UK) and towards regional bodies (such as the Welsh COPYRIGHT

Scottish Parliament). PROTECTED

One of the Houses of Parliament: ** » a 1se where the 650 r¢

House of United Kingdom to reprgse  t t’i ,.mterésts sit. The House
Commons and pass laws arzd st o L se e government. The governny
. N i o
arty in e Lo oS,
party @Sy ig

! 1.2 cords is the other House of Parliament. It is made up of 09
main role is to scrutinise the government and make suggest. E dUCQ tion

In a democracy, accountability refers to the ability of the put

Accountabilit
¥ government and parliament are held responsible for their a¢

Course Companion: A Level Edexcel: UK Politics: Democracy and Participation (2026 Ed.) Page .



Representative and Direct Democracy

These important terms are a favourite in the exams. The first is the basis of
in the UK and many other states. There are particular aspects of democrac:
you should think about.

Let’s get the basics out of the way first. Demor’r* AE ally means ‘rule b
Greek. The idea of democracy sounds fiv< 1 f\ ; w”ufd we object to the id¢
people of the state should deﬁlf; >4 ,i At mattel s? There are two main

-

Direct Dezgara: A

A direct d&cy is a system that allows the people to make all the decis
rarely practié‘able today. We do use it in a way when we hold referendum:
bound to follow those decisions. You would think that direct democracy w
government — a true government of and for the people. Yet, if we look arct
few examples of any state simply allowing its people to govern.

Representative Democracy

On the other hand, an indirect or representative democracy is where the p
represent their interests and to make the important decisions of governmer
adopted a system of representative democracy, and developed it into a fort
This is an aspect of politics that you should make thorough notes about fro

Similarities and Differences betweoﬂ no frusentatlve and

o

Direct Democracy o

;" S —y;-w
Now we have determir 1 ~. .dif features of direct and representative de
should try, ork . tiether there are any similarities between them, an

csoﬁ*’
The most im portant similarity between the two forms of democracy is that

the will of the majority. In both systems the idea is that the best way to ma

everybody what the right thing to do is, and do whatever the largest group
democracies the interests of the many are represented by elected individua
democracies individuals represent their own interests. It is also true that r¢
tend to offer more protection for minority interests, but in total, the will of |
important factor in both systems.

On the other hand, there are a great many differences between direct and 1
a direct democracy, every political decision would be taken to a vote of evi
Citizens would be active in all sorts of decision- mak' B ind there would b
other hand, in a representative democracy cit’ LE’I 3 * e part in elections in
make political decisions on their }w Y al.
& ,.f‘?

There is a casgafor == . ‘nfocracy as being the “purest’ form of democrai
the hands (#8801 1ic. Howeve1, although it may seem democratic, that ¢
without disG >

Llf'lt a ge S.

Talkmg Point

Why do you think representative democracies are so m\
than direct democracies in the modern world?

Course Companion: A Level Edexcel: UK Politics: Democracy and Participation (2026 Ed.) Page
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Advantages and Disadvantages of Direct Democracy

Advantages of Direct Democracy

1. The people elected in representative democracies tend not to be repres
the people who live in the state as a whole. In western democracies st
UK and the USA, they tend to be male, W’h‘ff o, AT gn an educated b.
Direct democracy overcomes thlS nroter © o & =

2. Direct democracy encourazasty bi i_lpation. Citizens are taken serious
opinions are how 75" 4« aned. Direct democracy encourages a set
comm bt - _voters as they feel part of the governance of the ¢t

3. Some @sy’stems, such as simple plurality used in the UK and US#

represeritation in terms of seats won. Direct democracy overcomes the
being properly represented.

4.  Once elected, representatives can become corrupt and want to become
makes them follow the orders of the party leader rather than the intere
democracy overcomes this problem.

5. The problems of vast numbers voting with direct democracy can be ov
technology such as the Internet.

6. Wealready use direct democracy when we hold referendums in the UK, ar
recent years.

7. Direct democracy means that governments will be directly accountabic
the time. They would always worry about the interests of the people 1
election time.

Disadvantages of Direct Democr? o

You could argue that stat- > = h A w1tzer1and carry out forms of direct ¢
degi et guth as the USA and the UK, but it would be dii
maﬂently running on the direct actions of the people. Eve
never ment @ the word ‘"democracy’ and built in systems that would pr
electing the President. So, what problems might there be with direct deme:

government

1. It becomes impossible to reach agreement in a modern state with a lar
millions of people.

2. It will be the will of the majority who bother to take part in elections ti
the majority of people in the state. These might be influential for the »
be undemocratic.

3. Itis cumbersome and costly, and open to much corruption.

4. There are strong indications that most people would not have the i
decisions. Turnout in elections in major democrﬂ-“’ = i can often be very

5. Uninformed voters will think of themselv ., at . f tian what is best f&)

6. Many of the issues of modern Oz Bl e jroo complex for ordinar

7. It could lead to rule bv *l 2 ) ' . be open to emotional decisions.
the majority. o

EXAM TIP:
Remember the advantages and disadvantages of both direct democ:
representative democracy; they may come up in an exam. Remembe!
help you to write a complete answer.

Course Companion: A Level Edexcel: UK Politics: Democracy and Participation (2026 Ed.) Page «
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Representative Democracy

Liberal democracy — our form of representative democracy — has developed |
John Locke, who believed that governments should be removed by the peop
and Adam Smith, who believed in reasonable individual freedom, especially
business. It has some special characteristics. The ‘liberal” vart refers to the b
of the individual. It is a particular form of represer' ¢ Elemocracy, and th
interchangeably. The UK turned to liberal ‘et ‘or: ¢ when electoral reforr
to vote towards the end of the nir- (< 1t} . z.tury. This developed further in
producing a type of dem¢ 55 f;ﬁ;wcaﬁ also be described as a mass democr¢
allowed to @t} i v Jlincs if they wish to do so, and where all citizens

Some Cha®Tteristics of Liberal or Representative Democracy

Government derives from the people,
usually through regular elections (where
most adults can vote), secret ballot, and a

good choice of candidates.

A

It often encourages political,

social, and economic
competition, and there are CHOICE END ——

usually political parties, and PARTICIPATION

many pressure groups. / D
- »
. s &

.
/-f" - ok \ylxl i

. “tes to limit the
““power of the main
branches of
government.

Government is acc.
to the people fa:
does, through pat

Let’s repeat that liberal democracy is a system that believes in civil rights a1
politics. It also owes something to the ideas of writers such as the eighteern
Rousseau and the nineteenth-century thinker J S Mill. But Rousseau onc¢

The people of England believe they are free. They are seriously mistaken.
during the election of Members of Parliament.

Think about that idea as you go through the course. Develop your own opii
Rousseau was right. When you read below about some ¢ { the problems wit
about some of the good points. After all, we do <o, « c 1r governments th
happened strongly in 1979, 1997 and 2072 W iﬂ,.,m (fet the government knor
methods such as referendums .1 5 .j‘*_ﬂ,p:es"sure groups, and through a free
amount of freedom wh i« m uther states don’t allow, and so on. Make &

balanced. g8 .
ZSE&W .
Ta¥ing Point

‘The people of England believe they are free. They are serious!
only during the election of Members of Parliament.” How far d¢
statement, and why?

Course Companion: A Level Edexcel: UK Politics: Democracy and Participation (2026 Ed.) Page
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Advantages of Representative Democracy

1. The only workable system in places with large populations. It means ¢
can focus on governing, leaving everyone else to get on with their owi
democracies have developed the concept of a professional politician w
their time to thinking about policies, government and representation. |
society to do the same thing would be unreasgzg, e i

2. Is much more efficient than trying to rn 4 vo . for every issue. Imagi:
every decision in the Umteﬂ 170y i ), 4t would be challenging to say

3. Elections mean tha’f;’“ 2 Ao  onda clear link to the electorate. Even thao

will be Zgmac-tl © - v > d dec1s1on on each issue, if free and fair electior

then t@%eseﬁtgtives will still have to act on behalf of the public or |
represc¥¥itive is linked to a constituency (as they are in the ‘first past ¢
can be closer to the electorate of their constituency and gain an unders!

4. Can protect minority rights and stop the tyranny of the majority. Repr
exercise their discretion to protect minority groups in a way that direct
For example, in a referendum there is essentially no representation for
parliament there will be representatives for every group, rather than ju

5. Encourages a diversity of opinions to be represented; this is known as |

Disadvantages of Representative Democracy

1. Politicians may have to follow their own judgments. Should the peoplc
our wishes, or should they decide for themselves what is best? In the
Burke believed the second was true, and fhe ' s ¢ a0uld be represen
for themselves, and not delegates folow e ,»Uuﬂ' every command.

2. Today, the growth of pe‘h’;‘ N o) which is often a typical part of
parhaments, has gl XiPs usually have to follow the party lin¢

. s‘agree with what local voters want.

3. e > nany d1fferent ideas that it’s impossible for every voter to ¢
that weel follow the decision of the majority. But what happens to t
very large in number. Who will protect their interests?

4. Some, such as Marxists, would say that it's only the rich who actually ¢
the capitalists who hold the real power in our society. Government is i
capitalist state. Others would add that it’s the media that holds the req
people of this country.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Talking Point
After looking at the advantages and disadvantages of
direct and representative democracy, which do you
think would be better for the United K]“"‘i 1. ?Canyou
think of examples of when the othe +s", ~fj1 +has

been used? B

o e
e £ i

9

. a9
ke Education
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Why Do We Hold Elections?

You know by now that an important aspect of liberal democracy is represe
direct democracy to be generally practical. In the UK, this means holding ¢
and local level to choose people who will represent our interests. We tend
Most candidates who successfully become MPs or local Councﬂlors are repi
Theoretically, to be fair, we should end up with th=1 ‘)er of representati
councils that is directly in proportion to th. ¢ {i‘m Lidge of the votes their pe
work like that in the present syst~ .« £1 | 1.g for parliament, or for local co
at that later. Before you ey AS v arther, try to draw up a list saying why -
(Rememb@ A s Mec‘fdy said about representative democracies.)

e
i

The Purp®5e of Elections

1. The UK does not generally use direct democracy. It is an indirect democra.
in local and national government.

2. We need to retain a democratic hold on governments by making politician.

3. Elections provide a way for us to participate in politics and to influence the
(and our lives as citizens) to take.

4. We wish to protect the freedom that a liberal democracy offers, and to ha.
those in power from changing that.

5. We look at our own history or at other states that don’t hold fair elections .
chance to vote has become.

6. We might one day want to change the political system altogether, and vot
bloodshed.

A point to ponder. If this list is true, whv do 0L f:‘f A 4 so few people in the
and European elections? Why did 110y ® . % of voters take part in the 200
figure since 1918? Turnon* ' 1“0 1 steadxly rising since 2001, peaking at ¢
increased po‘** calalic b ?; >n:e‘ht and fewe1 issues regarded as settled He

political ch\e#®™ow turnout presents another problem for representation
else for you to think about as you carry on through the course.

I The mandate means that the winning party in an election will claim that they hay
I carry out the policies that they promised before the elections. Often, it's very diff
: given the winning party a mandate on every issue, because there are usually so i
| about a general mandate to govern, and this might include changing some of
I change. But obviously, a mandate can be taken away if the voters think that the ¢
: much from its promises. Margaret Thatcher, for example, always claimed that he
; People to govern. But when she introduced the so«called Pc!l Tax, many people |
1 uncertain terms through demonstrations and rioting * ' "¢ her resignation in 1

- —,-w_——-—————m

Remember how |
representative ¢
the public choo

The Poll Tax was opposed in protests around the
country in 1990.

Course Companion: A Level Edexcel: UK Politics: Democracy and Participation (2026 Ed.) Page .

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

a9

Education




The Health of Democracy in the UK

We have not yet looked comprehensively at what makes a state more or les

we can assess the health of democracy in the UK we must first understand

democracy. Some of the most important functions are:

* Representation: The people must be able to have thoir views adequate
and government. 4 ;,

e Participation: It must be possﬂ:)le fort e ’f:;’ ut’j to engage with the poli

* Openness: A democr acy s sk S o he > speh to all those who wish to parti
of pluralism. €)@ M,x -

* Accovg 1 e st be possible to force the government to take res
to ren@e g’overnment if necessary.

e  Protectin of minorities: Liberal democracies must have a method for
particularly for stopping minorities from being persecuted by the maj.

e  Checks and balances: It should not be possible for one branch of govei
powerful in a democracy. One of the main features that distinguishes
dictatorships is that there is no all-powerful and unaccountable entity.

Signs of a Healthy Democracy in the UK

Free and Fair Elections

The UK has elections roughly once every five years to choose its representa
both free and fair, meaning that everyone can participate (both by standing
voting) and no one group has any institutional advantage. Elections are ob
and non-party interest groups, and overseen by a = * la ory body called th
which makes sure that the election is run & £ irl‘ Jicx“trénsparently as pos
with an election, a member of the. . f'[h Al pohmal group can go to the I
Election Courts to settle t'. = ’;" The Electoral Commission was introd
ensure the v" S 2 ,Jectlons held in the UK. When there are signific:
(such as wi eu expenses) then the Electoral Commission can issue firit

In an election the public is able to throw out a representative they do not &
them to account) and is able to show its preference for policies. Elections a
which the public exercises their power over their representatives. Howeve
way in which UK democracy is healthy.

Independent Judiciary

Representatives are also held to account by the judiciary. This is the name
for all of the courts in the land, the highest of which is the UK Supreme
Court, established in 2009. The judiciary enforces the laws that Parliament
passes. One example of the judiciary ensuring that th~ - are checks and
balances on the government was the R (Miller' . 5S¢ ) stary of State for Exitit
the European Union case in ]anuary 2058 Biras Jeaded that the
government could not invok 2 A (meanmg start the process
of leaving the Euronen L a1y without first getting an Act of
118 meant that the judiciary had effectively
constrainec Taowe1 of the government to act without making
sure that representatlves approved of the decision. The judiciary is also
there to help minority interests be protected.
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Free Media

A media system is the main means of mass communication,
including newspapers, television and the Internet. In the UK the
media system shows a high level of diversity, and is not
constrained by the government in what it chooses to publish. The
UK media includes many privately owned media comn+ nies

(newspapers such as the Daily Mail, The Times fﬁ; i Jzzmrdzzm) |

and a publicly owned broadcaster ( tb; “ o ) Electroni:
oA\

The media system in * v & 2 we“fy Lompheated but the most

democrati et ;mwfsvthat it is not fully controlled by the government.

different 0} cEm be represented in the media This is especially true

s

Devolved Governments

Since the 1990s, there has been a process of devolution. This means that m
hands of regions rather than at the centre of the UK. This has added anotl
UK democracy in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. These bodies ar¢
under different electoral systems. The addition of more local representatic:
closer to politics, and policies can be more tailored to local interests.

Pluralism in Political Opinion

One of the clearest signs that the UK has a healthy democracy is the range «
represented in the public sphere. In the British medi~ " the House of Coi
Lords, in the devolved parliaments and the prad 52 pressure groups, and

there is no end to the diversity of oni ..y xpiessed in British politics.
e - & v
Referendums Ad” 7
Since the 7| h\ ' 11as been a marked increase in the number of refereric
are a form Xge#ct democracy, and you will learn much more about them

know for now is that a referendum is a public vote on a single political issu
involve the public directly they are seen as part of a healthy democracy. K¢
chance for citizens to participate.

Talking Point

What parts of the UK’s political system do you think are the 1
has a healthy democracy?

Signs of an Unhealthy Democracy in the UK

Although the UK has many signs of being a b zai Av )& emou‘acy, there are &
UK is governed, saying thereisa der v 1 v ¢ ueficit. Some of the main isst

democracy are the tollowm ToA N all

First Past w
You will he{ &)t in your study of UK politics about first past the post. Tt
to elect MPs to Parliament. It is not a proportional system, meaning that th
does not necessarily match the votes cast. FPTP favours the larger parties ¢
struggle to win seats. Many see the electoral system as unfair to smaller pa
excluding those who support smaller parties from participating as fully as |
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House of Lords

The House of Lords is the second chamber of
Parliament, and although less important than the House
of Commons, still has a major part to play in British
politics. Its main role today is to scrutinise laws passed
through the Commons and hold the Commons to
account. The House of Lords is completely ur “‘; i ’:"'
In 1999, Labour significantly reduced =« - 1n st
hereditary peers (members of .o 1 ,,z’k”}f Lords who
inherit their seats), ar< « ~a }y’élﬂ to remove them
entirely w OC wmﬁy the Labour government in
2024. In th of the 26 Church of England Bishops in the Lords, the Hot
special prlvﬂege for one religion. Most of its members have been appointe:
ministers. Although there is a House of Lords Appointment Commission v
appointed as Lords, the House of Lords is still not elected, and, therefore, |
Lords are also not accountable, and hold their seat until they die. They ar¢

The famous «

European Legislation

During the 2016 referendum on whether Britain should leave the EU, ther¢
having EU laws over the UK was undemocratic. People opposed to Britisi
argued that the EU forced its laws on the UK. A good example of EU law
in the Factortame decision of 2000 when a case over fishing rights resulted i1
could overrule UK law in the event that it was opposed. Defenders of the |
governments can participate in creating EU law and »!v «ing it if they disa

- W
L
3 i
L

Citizens” Rights ¥ =
The European Conventmn Gis fllil < xﬂgh’ts was incorporated into UK lay
because it is not bir 4" {' “rifament, there is still not strong enough proi

example t' o B iuzens rights groups see as evidence that the Human
the Terrori\g§ sf«*" s passed from 2000. These allowed suspects to be imprist
14 days.

Media

Although there are many different opinions expressed in the media in the L
louder than others. Some business own a large number of media companie:
group owns The Times, The Sun and Sky News. Having all of the media con
unelected politicians raises questions about how accountable these powerfu
also increasing pressure to reform social media regulations. Facebook and |
fault for any news spread on their platform, but critics argue that they bear
(not all of it real) that their platforms are used to broadcact.

¥ o
Low Turnout ( o ~
If elections are one of the most =, « m L oparts of democracy in the UK, the
vote at elections can be S ’L«:, glear 51gn that not everything is healthy in
shows the &

a governm

A\ & VL people are participating in elections, and also co
330\’*

i otér turnout saw a moderate increase following the 2001 ¢
of 59.4%, buutms trend reversed in 2024. The general elections of 2017 and
68.7% and 67.3% respectively, yet by 2024 turnout dropped again to only &
always lower for elections outside Westminster; average turnout in the Ma:
only 32.0%.
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England

Since devolution, there has become something of a problem in the division
in Parliament — the so-called West Lothian Question, which asks whether
from Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland should be allowed to vote on m.
which only affect England — the problem being that MPs from the devolvec
administrations can vote on English-only matters but r-  the other way rat
2015 the Conservative Government mtroducefJ QL v‘iaAd -only committe¢
designed to address this problem, th(‘ iy § PP Gach was ultimately ab:
in 2021. Some want to introdu et A C;hsh Parliament in order to resolve
eDe bt

Party Mer, hiy 0¥ -
Another in n that there is not enough participation in the UK is the ¢
In 1983, 3.8% of people in the UK were members of a political party; by 201
approximately 0.8%. However, in recent years party membership has startc
figure at 1.5% in 2022. This differs between the parties, with the Labour Pa:
increase in members since the 2015 leadership contest. While Labour’s mei
peak of over 500,000 in 2020 to approximately 300,000 in 2025, Reform UK
over 200,000, overtaking the Conservatives and gaining on Labour. (These |
reported so can only be glimpsed at key moments such as leadership electi
membership might indicate that people no longer identify strongly enougi
or that people are choosing to express their political interests outside politi(
groups, or independently, through social

media. However, the gradual revival of

political party membership in recent years j‘\ '
suggests this trend might not be so clear-cut. v~ Q:;/I “Remember to explaii

to an ideal democra.

-~

A Crisis of Participat;:} L A

& “,J’ "“’Q
Although ‘s s « . " acUK democracy is suffering from a crisis of parti

evidence tiy [#ZZyuld suggest the way that citizens interact with politics has
the new 1mpu1 tance of social media in connecting people to politicians and
their news consumption, there is also a system of e-petitions. These e-petit
viewpoint online that will be considered for a debate in parliament if it get:
However, the most successful e-petitions have not yet caused any real char

It is possible that one of the reasons people do not choose to participate in |
trust politicians. Since the parliamentary expenses scandal in 2009 (when 1
found to be abusing their expenses allowances for their own gain) many pc¢
politics. Politicians have always been an unpopular group with the public,
corruption, scandals and hypocrisy are widespread. This all adds to a situ:
choose to isolate themselves from politics rather th e to participate.

The referendums on Scottish Independence a «. i /-2 membership of the
voted on with a much 1arge1 than a7 zay  arnott. The turnout in Scotlanc

S

referendum was 84. 6%, ahfJ tm wJ1e 'EU referendum it was 72.2%.

of the way in whxch UK democracy is run. The theory by many reformers i
their voice is not being heard, and that means they stop bothering to partici
more democratic, people might be more likely to participate.
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General Election Turnout
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Feb Oct

General Election Turnout =~ eseeesees Linear (General Electic

Talking Point

Is there a crisis of participation in the Ul

How Should Democracy in the UE :.}& j'!y,iifpmved?

Change the Electoral Sve*., n o ”

J) ___________________________________

debate in UK pohtxcs, and the last major news in the debate was the referencE&
voting system (the alternative vote) in 2011. The pro-AV side lost the refereri
from that it seemed that there is little public support or interest in changing t!
reformed electoral system would allow for seats won to more evenly match v
the advantage that the larger parties have because of first past the post. If thi:
don’t worry — the debate over electoral systems will be explored in much mat
your course.

House of Lords Reform

Some suggest a wholly or partially elected House of Lor<s would make th¢
parties in the UK are committed to scrapping the 2.+ 5.2 favour of a more
as stated in their 2024 manifestos. HOW( i, ﬂf Luﬁservatlve Party resiste
introduce elections to the Lord 7 AN 5 spell in government, and Lab¢
reforms face heavy opr oo i » om the Lords themselves. Peers currently
vested intcgni 1> - .»10rrﬁ to maintain their positions, as demonstrated
hereditary éfg in 1999, which resulted in the compromise whereby 92 wo

ot
00 g

An elected House of Lords would be a significant change in UK politics, an
dimension of legitimacy and accountability to the Lords. The questions stil
the Lords look like and what would it do after reform? Would it have the ¢
completely new set of responsibilities and powers?
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Change the Way We Vote

There are two common responses to calls for increasing turnout:
making voting compulsory (as it is in Australia) or introducing
electronic voting.

Compulsory voting is a contentious proposal for 21 1. or of

. o . . . g f 1 =
reasons. Forced participation could be insinc te. > it-could
lead to people casting their votes . t ?‘5?;\ . on consideration of
policies, but based on SO ﬁfp;yteature, such as how much
they like sorgane’c ~ - ;y;joﬁ}‘Vhere a candidate is on the ballot Physical ¢
paper. Ur. 'voem of compulsory voting, people would not
have to vot\@®T any candidate (there is usually a no-vote option on the ball

reopen nominations), but they would have to cast their vote or face a legal

Electronic voting is another proposal that has caused a large amount of det:
of e-voting claim that voters will be more likely to turn out to vote if they ¢
home. Those against the change argue that it would be open to cyberattack

More Devolution

There have been calls for further devolution of powers away from Westmis
support for these initiatives is mixed. Since 2010, there has been a growing
authorities” which have powers over transport, policing, and housing. Sorm
introduced directly elected mayors through referend:« |, but turnout is us
between 20% and 30%. In 2004, a referendum .z (kb » 4 on whether to estab
the entire North East region, but this . -er.wnelmingly rejected by 77.9¢
assembly’s limited powers 37 1 {)1 g tﬁe‘wsigniﬁcant logistical costs, whi

VAT L .
assembly would be t¢ = * (i 4 on Newcastle, leaving rural areas under-re;
i

Talking Point

What reforms (if any) do you think should be @
the UK political system?
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Arguments for and against an elected House of L¢

The House of Lords should be fully elected

The House of Lord:

If the House of Lords were elected, then it would
better represent the people of the country.

The appointments pi
win seats in the Lords,
win elections

An elected Lords would mean that voters could hold

corrupt Lords from serving in Pa-o,  t. o

-
2

}

Lords to account and would stop underservin jo1 ©

Tk ? Lords are not afrai:

~ speak openly on isst
‘consequence, meaning

open and thorough it

.
The House of Lords is a =+ = 1< Jiwilege and an
, i

undemocraigarel i

o ) Sast This is symbolised by

the fa: 'fii,g ‘he o are still hereditary peers and
et N
Bishops w @0‘? a seat in the Lords. Not anyone can

become a\@Lword; they need to be given the seat by
birth or political patronage.

The powers and respc
would need to be
extremely complica
Attempting reform ma
tricky constitutional ¢
time for discussion ¢

At the moment a prime minister can change the
composition of the Lords by appointing whoever they
want, giving them great powers over the scrutiny
procedure. Tony Blair appointed 162 Labour Lords,
and only 62 Conservative Lords.

The Lords tend to be |t
and so are more likely
and unbiased judgn
interest. There are cu:
meaning they are not

The House of Lords has been superseded by the
Supreme Court in one of its main functions; it should
be changed to reflect its reduced responsibilities.

It is possible that vote:
anyway, and asking

i

Voting is a responsibility as WP'L slelris a0 cvery
citizen should contribute #.0-, ‘w ».tneir democracy
& - § s

Voting should be compulsory -

%,

N ! Voting shou

“Voters may turn out i
but that does not m¢
result of an election
voting based on arbii
they |

) |ﬂ
G 3
— 119%00 -
If the m\&#®e of Parliament is to represent the

public, then everyone should have to vote.
Non-compulsory voting means that Parliament only
represents a self-selected group. At the moment 30—
40% of people are not represented.

The essence of pari
Forcing people to vo!
takes away our freg

The consistent non-voters are ignored in the current
political system, despite their having interests.

Compulsory voting do:
people choose no!
important problen

increases participatic
undoubtedly more &\
peop

It would still be possible to choose not to vote for anv
of the candidates if someone objects to the v

: The religious belig
. 2hovah’s Witnesse:
’ point of mora|

g’" . i )
Politicians would have to run 2 Lami Y ‘w0 appeal to
the true majority of 7 w v ’jf;.u-f’tﬁan the majority
of the voge® Lware more likely to turn out.

Politicians will still be
some areas, such as g¢
demographics —
dramatically ©

Talking Point

Should voting be compulsory?
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Case Study — Elections Act 2022

A controversial bill to reform aspects of how elections are run in the UK was intro
into Parliament in July 2021. Measures within the bill included scrapping the use
supplementary vote system, giving voting rights to citizens who live overseas, an:
ending the independence of the Electoral Commission from ministerial directives,

§

:
The most controversial measure, however, was the infrogo won j;)f photo identificatia
requirements for voters. The Conservative gov i ters . gued that voter ID is need:
combat electoral fraud — people costiv v 5 baT“"fI{ey are not entitled to. They a
that public confidence in elect > sWwi 1 = fﬁproved as a result. However, critics say
there is no evidence ¢ & “.aé,:j’f,',‘-rdfua being a widespread issue in the UK, and the
governme Ul L, w;w,écfl voter ID to tip elections in their favour, perhaps believ!
ikely to vote for other parties are less likely to have costly photo L

Arguments for and against voter ID

Voter ID should be used in elections Voter ID shoul¢
Voter ID helps to ensure that election results are There is no evidence ¢
genuine and not fraudulent.

Voter ID gives electors greater confidence that they Certain demographic:
are participating in a secure process. identification, whic:
Requesting ID when voting is no more of a burden Many low-income ing
than requesting ID for any other activity. form of identific:
Election fraud can be hard and costly to prove, but Voter ID may preve
easier to prevent. . genuine vote:

U =

e §
4 Jw

[The Elections Act 2022] now means we ¢
make elections more inclusive, ensuring i
vote will continue to have the opportunity

Kemi Badenoch, Conservative M|

‘Voting is safe and secure in Britain. Ministers should be promoting
confidence in our elections instead of spreading baseless scare stories
which threaten our democracy.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Millions of people lack photo ID in this country —in particular the

elderly, low income and black, Asian and ethnic minori*, ¢« ‘ers. The

v & o i ,
Conservatives are reversing decades of <t 5:’1‘ loC progress.

-, at umith, Labour MP

S

X
R W

) , T - |9

e ”"yI"yalking Point Qg9
Education

Does the Elections Act 2022 help or hinder demc:
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Unit 1.2 A Wider Franchis

Learning Objectives

i
Know the main events in the extension of the frarhis

Know how the franchise was ex'rended to irgue {tl,&wworkmg class and won

Learn the importance of the suffro.t. . d _ciragettes in extending the fra

Learn the main arguments f ¢ ¢ ;gims'r extending the right to vote to incly
s i

ANANENEN

Franchise/Suffrage |The right to vote in elections.

A group who protested in favour of women being al
Suffragettes often used more extreme forms of protest such as ar:
were led by Emmeline Pankhurst and the WPSU.

People who argued women should be allowed to v
Suffragists peaceful means. The largest suffragist group was {!
Fawcett. The group was mainly middle class.

Voting more than once, for more than one represer
possible when graduates of certain universities wer
wanted to represent that univers 'ty for the rest of th
their home constituen<:’, e} ¢ '»s'ex tative.

Plural Voting

L

The old NATI6 AL L ne constituencies. Before the R¢
19 “ ’ierﬂ v, ore many problems with ‘rotten borou;
). \ 1n tn them but still got to elect an MP.

All the people who can vote in an election.

Key Milestones in Widening the Franchise

The franchise is the ability and right to vote in elections (also known as ‘su

franchise is set before every election, when the election is called, but must {

groups. In the UK all citizens are now able to vote in public elections, witl

* Anyone under the age of 18 (with the exception of some elections in S¢
independence referendum) — this restriction is due to be lowered to 16
elections bill in 2026

e Some EU citizens can vote in local elections

*  Members of the House of Lords cannot vote in e’ - ns

®  Prisoners cannot vote in elections g J

e Those convicted of an electoral cui. 1 ¢« ¢ vanned for up to five years

e People detained in a m @l iﬁ <piial cannot vote in elections

oAU dﬁwealth citizens resident in the UK are eligible to
; Mg« have lived abroad for under 15 years. Anyone who wishg
must be registered to vote at an address in the UK.

However, it has not always been this way. There were many groups of pet
voting before the reforms that we will now look at. Most shocking is proba
only been able to vote on the same terms as men since 1928.
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Timeline of the Extension of the Franchise

Timeline

Before 1832

)

o032
Great Reform Act

i~

"x

Before the 1832 Great Reform Act, the franchise wa
land worth at least 40 shillings. The franchise was re;|
rather than by law. The nim’~ 1 f people who could
only about 200,000 i %"6,}5 .d 10 o population of ¢!
also many I=.x  'es ../’who could vote in certain bor
very. !,f S0 ‘. ;s,»these were known as rotten borougi

A g 1o become more democratic.

¢¢¢¢¢¢

“In'1 832 there was the first major change to the frang
property holders were granted the vote for the first|
abolished and seats were created for urban areas. ||
representation across the country. There was still a pr
the act equalised the qualifications needed to vote ¢
increased to about 650,000 — around 5% of the adi:
the age of 21 were able to vote.

1867
Reform Act

Male suffrage was further increased to include men
property qualification. This was a further increase tc |
classes who could vote. The number of people who c.
from approximately one to two million — around 13¢

1884
Representation of the
People Act

The 1884 act redressed the discrepancies in the fran:
and the countryside. Rural householders were grante:
borough ones had received since the 1867 reform ac
five million — around 25% of the adult population. All
still without the right to vote. Property was still the ma
was granted.

1918
Representation of the
People Act

e
This Act was introduc s’ f;fﬁf e end of the First War
21 and oll pen | Q\:\.N’BOmThe right to vote. Practical
wer -l > 5 4. The First World War was extremely
o) N 4 dnd one of the features of the act was that p
war could vote under the age of 21. Women were ¢
contribution to the war effort. 75% of the adult popu

1928
Equal Franchise

In 1928 the terms for the franchise were equalised bei:
was given to all women over 21 years old without any
made women a majority of the electorate as they werg
The act was passed by the Conservative Party without ¢

1948
End of plural voting

This reform ended the process of plural voting, and ¢!
vote system that exists today. It meant that all MPs v
(no more university seats).

1969
Voting age reduced

The voting age was reduced to 18. This reflected the
adulthood in the 1960s. The provision for students ta !
was also put in place.

1981
British Nationality Act

This act provided Commonwealth citizens with the rigt
Representation of the People Act 1985 gave British ¢
for a five-year period after . = had left the Unitec

essentially extended ,..é F’r(jf. hise to groups who othe
able to vote ! Sl ilihey were in the UK or had @

Before 2029

At e AL wrmng, the government intends to fulf\
»’\Ionng rights to 16- and 17-year-olds before

s ‘w,_'
W
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Suffragettes and Suffragists

As you can see from the timeline, there were two major trends in
the push towards universal suffrage. The first was to allow
people without property to be able to vote, thereby ensuring the
democratic rights of the poor and the working class. The second
was the push towards equal voting rights for WO JE %ual
voting rights for women were only establi. he { i+, 225, less than
100 years ago. The fight for VVOW‘ 9¢ - uie vote was a long
and difficult one, and bﬁf ) i M,aae*nmeteenth century there
was very litgarc 3 ome MPs had argued in favour of
equal voti%ts i6r women (most notably John Stuart Mill),
but there ha®#5¢een no success.

In 1897 the National Union of Women'’s Suffrage Societies
(NUWSS) was formed under Millicent Fawcett. The members of
this group were known as suffragists. Suffragists were mainly
middle class, and were non-violent. They preferred to campaign
in favour of women'’s suffrage through petitions, lobbying and other forms
Progress was slow. Fawcett said that the movement was like a glacier: slov
suffragists also allowed men to join their organisation.

The progress of the NUWSS was too slow for some campaigners, who becar
The Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU) was formed in 1903 by Em
a more militant, women-only organisation, who usec . ger strikes, breaki
order to pressure the government into change - \e Dl ‘the most famous exa
was when Emily Davison threw hersi a1 eru © ng s horse at the Epson
her injuries. After her deatt: = 0U’0 i Juéigettes accompanied her coffin in pi
and 50,000 peanle cov f ._see her coffin pass. As this example shows, &
the suffrag 'I,L ac ‘ons. However, they also provoked public hostility beci
some occas w‘wt government force-fed suffragettes who were on hunger

The suffragettes received a mixed reaction from the public. Some were syn
the way the government had treated them, whereas others saw them as too
suspended their campaign at the outbreak of the First World War, which st
support for Britain during the war as important enough to stop their previc

The first act to allow limited female enfranchisement came in 1918. Wome:
householders or the wives of householders were given the right to vote (co
the right at age 21). Men were given the right to vote without a property qi
impact of the First World War, when many young workmg class men has ©
for a political system that they had no stake in. ’

o -
.

~{ )%
The question as to whether the suffre ;o' = weed successful is a controversi

the issue of women’s votine i nfc Cute agenda in the decade before the |
argued that the vin'» ' tm suffragettes put members of the public off {
fCouda also be argued that the more radical methods of the

publicity tl a'«‘ non-violent actions that the suffragists

did. Overall, the impact of the movements is hard to Ta!

gauge, and the First World War provided the immediate Wh

reason why suffrage was extended to both some women imi:
rar

and all adult men.
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The Right to Vote

As we have seen from the reforms that extended the right to vote, the vote
citizen’s political rights. Without the vote, a person cannot be represented
time in the history of the United Kingdom, the right to vote was restricted {
This meant that, in effect, withholding the right to vote v jas a form of discii

political disempowerment. J
,«"j i
If withholding the right to Vote jwt dlscnmmatlon and political dis

about the people who coa - ¢ w\ ;,,g mday7 Prisoners are unable to vote in U
found by ti o) . ourt t of Human Rights (ECtHR) that the British ba
a breach o®arépean Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). While a 2!
prisoners refeased on temporary licence to vote led to the ECtHR dropping
prohibition remains in place. Scottish Parliament legislated in 2020 that pri:
than 12 months could vote in Scottish elections, while the Senedd Cymru ir
to reform prisoners’ rights in the future.

The most recent major debate on the franchise was over who should vote it
European Union membership. UK and Gibraltar residents who were Britis!
citizens were entitled to vote. That EU citizens living in the UK were not ef
referendum caused controversy, as the European citizens living in the UK 1
in the event that the referendum result was to leave. The question of whet}
the UK should get the right to vote is another one that divides opinion. Sct
might possibly be affected by a parliament’s decision sh uld be allowed to
left EU c1t1zens w1th even fewer votmg rlghts oAl W\ 'g taem to vote in loce
s A -w’g :

Members of the Houez 4 " o annot vote in general elections. They are
' ne - o the European parliamentary elections. The ratio:

o'u*‘. dy represented in Parliament because they can sit in the |
opinions. It 1s' also seen as part of the constitution that separates the Comm

There are many debates over whether the currently disenfranchised should
in the same way as working-class people and women were in the past. Per
these is whether the vote should be extended to 16-18-year-olds.

“ Always try to use |
Keep an eye on 1l
not be on the fron:
voting rights.

EuropeanC. ourt of Human Rights in Strasbourg
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Current Movements to Extend the Franchise

With the election of the Labour government in 2024, the movement to exter
secured a key goal: to allow 16- and 17-year-olds to vote in UK elections. Ti
already vote in Scottish elections, but not in general elections. The Labour [
franchise to 16- and 17-year-olds in their 2024 manifesto Nhﬂe the Consery.

they would not change the voting age. g
;M,,f £ "jc o
This is at least partly due to thpfw 0* \@r@s at16,a LOahtIOI‘I mcludmg t

¢¢¢¢¢¢

Other pres? b: oups such as Unlock, the National Association of Ex-Offe
Trust, have argued that prisoners should also have the right to vote.

Arguments for and against extending the franchise

Arguments for prisoners voting Arguments a;

Convicted criming
Participating in politics by voting is a human right — because they hav¢
the European Court of Human Rights reprimanded | judgment and could

the UK for the current ban in 2005. those rights w
responsibility as

R 2gaining the right ¢
 1ould be an additic
want to be freed, .

The right to vote would give prisoners a link to
outside society, increasing social cohesion, 311\(

encourage an interest in socic! « s |y ole” 5
" N ‘&y") them

¢

& e
oy .

If MPs hadgaaca. i @ ¢ )r the votes of prisoners in .
their T‘L °Ncy the would be more likely to Prisoners would §
. s . N
oo N Y y bloc in constitue:

£

represent t#1 pmpelly and consider their needs and . ,
_ .. ] ) skewing representati

interests as citizens — and as prisoners, given that . ,
. . . do not participate &

prison conditions have been poor for a long time.

Allowing prisoners |
Although prison is reserved for the worst offenders, popularity of the gt
not everyone in prison is there for things that most the reaction in new

people would consider deeply immoral. voters. Is the expen

Some ethnic minorities are over-represented in

prisons, and this is an indication of systemic bias Prisoners do not hat
and/or social exclusion. Therefore, excluding ther nformation and n¢
from voting damages the representation nf ne ’hm & for

e '
demographics . 1

'y“_"“,wﬂ

|
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Unit 1.3 Group Politics

Learning Obijectives

Know how participation in a democracy can have ai:. gqcr on society
Understand what a pressure group is, and b ire o jj?e groups attempt to ¢
Know the different theories on how};"g : re jisups operate: pluralism, elitisy
Know the methods, mo'riveg 7l 00 2¢ polnts used by pressure groups

Be able fo conclude ¢ 4 T pvessure group might be successful
Unde@ﬂ S et brian Haw, UK Uncut and Stonewall, and their diffe:

AN N NN NN

Und¢ he . ofher collective organisations, such as think tanks and corpat
influe: icy.

o

A group that tries to influence the government or parliarn

Pressure Group
It is different from a political party because it does not try

A group that represents a particular section of society,

Sectional Group .
representing workers.

A pressure group that tries to promote a certain cause, 1o
particular group of society. The Cam»aign for Nuclear [

)y. '
A group that is consulte ' b "7, “.nments on certain issues.
issuchagron= .= An . nae think tanks.

- L

Cause Group

Insider Group

R, e R

2 g
A\ vy ipnat the government does not accept, or whost

| .
sun a policy issue. These include protest groups such as

Outsider g

The idea that society is governed by elites and that pres:

Eliti
ttism pluralism; they just enshrine the strength of elites.
Lobbying Seeking t(.) influence a representative or government af
is a technique used by pressure groups.
Think Tank A group of experts who seek to advise the government

political goal in mind.

The Impact Participation Can Have on S~y oty

Every democracy in the world is base:? cghe f::',ﬁ'd f citizen participation.

participate, then how can their - %+ - /ieard? In a representative democ

citizens can participats ‘s " . “G{ the election of representatives, but this i¢
¢ Ot v 1 VayS that the public can make sure their opinions ait

Citizens can join parties in order to influence policies and run for election.
groups (known as pressure groups) designed to pressure lawmakers into
Citizens can also choose to demonstrate in public in large-scale protests.
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Groups are recognised as having certain democratic rights in the same way
are allowed to assemble in groups, and some groups have other rights (suc
to make sure they can protect their members against the government.

Groups who come together because they have similar interests, or all beliex
called ‘pressure groups’. They are different from politi~ 1 parties because
office; they simply want to influence the goversy e 5f wae day (or other r¢
the policies that they agree with. 4 s
P yag o D
5 7~
Participation is seen a5/, s - mfﬁg for democr acy in and of itself. The lar
participati D CETiD uacy,  the more likely it is that policies enacted will
people as | e. It can also ensure that no group is overlooked and, ther

s

There are thousands of pressure groups active in the UK today. They rang:
together for local issues, to huge multinational corporations looking to gair
the government. We will have a look at all of the different types of pressur
their successes and failures.

Talking Point

Is it a moral duty for citizens to
participate in their
democracy?

Pressure Grounr A4

Definitior! 0‘3‘09 jsure groups are groups of like-minded people who seek
in power wiout acquiring political power themselves. They are usuall

1. Sectional groups — these represent the interest of particular sections it
doctors or transport workers. Good examples are the National Union ¢
Confederation of British Industry (CBI).

2. Promotional (cause) groups — these promote issues such as anti-fracki
sugar or reducing animal cruelty. Examples are Greenpeace or the RS!
usually set up with a particular cause in mind. They do not represent |
group of people united by anything other than their belief in a single ¢

3. Insider and outsider groups. Insider groups such as the National Fart
Union and the CBI are those that are accepted b 'l governmentand
consulted when policy is being made. Tk.u ar ) “nown as core insider
groups. Outsider gr oups either o’ otu O thxs position or don’t wa
such as some radical ac*>> « g1 N pywho believe in violent demonstrati
action, such as *h» 0 ™ i J out by some antivivisection groups. A godx
exam;| A" ,,nblder group is the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmame¢
which \§ _»een a pressure group for years, with widespread support, |
approach them for advice on matters of defence. There can also be gro
insider groups, such as Charter 88, who could be accepted by the gove
who stridently oppose acceptance from the government.
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Remember that these classifications are not
always neat, and many groups could fit into EXAM TIP:

both sectional and promotional categories, e.g. Rem‘?mb?r to use exany
the Ramblers’ Association. arguing in favour of or ¢

Pressure Groups and Democracy

Good for Democracy 2 N S

the envi¥onmental lobbies.
3. They provide the resources and information necessary for people to rep:
in Oxfam.
4. They encourage cooperative action, enabling people to work together,
They provide a vital check on government power.
6. They can give expert advice to governments, as in the Royal Society fo!

o

Bad for Democracy

1. There is a danger that minorities can wield too much political influen
and Business Association, a disproportionately powerful group repres
privileged minority.

2. They can turn society selfish by demandmg TSECls for individual ¢¢
a whole. oA ¥ L 0

3. Power can be concentrated ir 7 ‘h « w_of a ]ust a few people who hay
such as some trade v= '~ ’53: ans. ”fhls is known as “elitism’.

4. Certam A ple may have strong influence over government:
becau )Luﬁl and educational background, while others are not ser

5. PressuM 1 ups are not necessarily right in what they believe, and mi¢
militant groups on the extreme left and right of the political spectrum.

6. The more recent trend for large demonstrations and direct action, perh

Internet, can lead to riots and damage to property. This tends to hapyp
economic summits, when people from many different backgrounds gi
such as Third World debt.

What is Pluralism?

Pluralism is where a society allows many different and competing ideas to
where power lies within society, and about the d’ ..+~ at bn of power amon
Not all societies will permit a pluralist a=r. "o “}“ v uc)’me will be fearful that
groups will have an mﬂuence RN Ve & .tent. The UK is said to have a I
many different points o, - ;= muowed, and where pressure groups car

oA T Ose who defend pluralism say that the richer, ma:
M@Oﬂ it because smaller groups will join to form new groups
compete wi¥them. This is called countervailing power. The government
make sure society runs fairly.
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Criticisms of Pluralism

The elitist school of thought argues that a few important groups will alway
because they have things in common such as educational background and
will not be considered seriously when it comes to making policy, although
their views matter. g

1. Elitist Arguments g {0 \ ¢

= ) i’
Y & @ L9 ™ i
. S - Mff *
M /
' GOVERNMENT,

| INFLUENCED BY A
FEW GROUPSONLY. |q

2. Marxist Arguments

Marxists argue that the idea of pluralism doesn’t really work at all. Govert
capitalist state, dominated by systems and interests that support big busine
who want other things don’t stand a chance, but are wrongly led to believe
might matter.

OTHER
GAIN IN
be led tu

GOVERNMENT, ONLY
INFLUENCED BY THOSE | o
WITH WEALTH.

I

O I

OTHER GROUPS IN SOCIETY UNABLE TO GAIN INFLUEN:
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Methods, Motives and Reasons for Success

What Political Access Points Will Pressure Groups Use?

1. The executive — Whitehall civil servants, ministers, the Prime Minister.
influential figures will be hard to get, so pressure groups can influence
they are highly regarded by the current exeo:; v N

2. The legislature — both the House of Cem 1or. - - ad the House of Lords.
large number of MPs and LorZ, «t 5 . icnh'easier to get some access to
sympathetic to the carc oress ,.de"él oups may try to petition Membet

them in parson *c . *7'L em on an issue.
3. Indivi AL ﬁs'peually those with influence in committees.
4. Politic: ies — thr ough mdlvldual MPs, through mﬂuencmg the ma

s

parties. The Labour Party has strong hlstorlcal links to trade unions.

5. The public, especially through the media. This is one of the most com¢
groups. If a pressure group is able to get the support of the public, the
lawmakers much more easily that their cause is the right one to choos¢
advocates managed this before the 2004 law to ban fox hunting.

6. Thejudiciary. Pressure groups can bring cases to court in order to for¢
that might help them achieve their goal.

7. Local and regional government. Local governments are much more r¢
issues. Organisations may form on very specific issues, such as the clo
the local government to stand against the bus route closure. In any loc
groups campaigning on local issues putting pressure on the local gove

Why Might a Pressure Group Form? P

_________________________________ U G0 " S
Pressure groups can form f01 2 ‘1* J1-of good reasons. Sectional group
usually form asaresult» ) rfi n socxety believing that their interests
need to be g o ct . < 2 This was the origin of trade unions. Unions ar¢
collectlons ‘kers who believed that by joining together they could
become pov*rul enough to challenge their employers, and, therefore,
demand better treatment. The union movement has been one of the most
enduring and successful movements ever, comprising pressure groups acr¢
most countries. The current Labour Party grew out of the union movement
of the nineteenth century, and dedicated itself towards representing the
interest of workers. The relationship between the unions and the Labour
Party is one of the most important examples of pressure groups having an
impact on government and party policy.

Cause groups usually develop as a result of a specific incident or policy
proposal, but they might simply represent the views of a large non-specific
group (such as non-smokers). Just Stop Oil was a hic™> = rofile single-issue
group that campaigned against new fossil fue’ v e Pu ‘orclicences in the UK
Significantly, they disbanded in 2025 .« 'ny waccess after a ban on new |
groups can be created for almesva 1 odson. They are most likely to form |
support for their catie:s » 4 jw_k_,ue’ is a small group of people who are very |

wwiiat do you think are the most important access points for pi
does it depend on the group?
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Methods Used by Pressure Groups

1. Taking action in the UK and international courts to challenge governm
legal decision on an issue can be one of the most effective tactics in cha
The Supreme Court’s declaration of Boris Johnson’s prorogation of Pat
probably the most famous example of this.

2. Using professional lobbyists — businesses that 5=t ip to contact and
of the pressure group. It is hard to see the ﬁrf ~_nipact of lobbying becai
the public eye. : 1 N4

: A,f . .
3. Attempting to provi<. ) - ‘t;r;mns with funds or expert advice. Pressu

politiCiogmain . * ¢ wga‘in their ear.
4. Using%eafa in a variety of ways, e.g. publicity stunts, advertising

traditiC*®T media still has a place in advertising pressure group beliefs
people still do not get their news from social media, the importance of
be being overlooked. One good example of a pressure group that usec
was Fathers 4 Justice, who dressed up as superheroes and attracted wi

5. Direct mail shots to peoples” homes. This is an old-fashioned method,
groups. Itis a reliable way of making sure people hear about a group
a successful one for making people care.

6. Demonstrations and public protests. Another common technique usec
Demonstrations and public protests can help to draw the public’s atter
convince the government that a cause is worth paying attention to.

7. Illegal actions such as damage to property or even murder to force oth
most controversial method that pressure groups car use, and blurs the
and terrorist organisation in some cases. o\ 4

8. Internet activism. By far the most inreirte “\t ,tuent development in pre:
Internet provides a platfor"‘ LD Apsto pubhc1se their views, a place
means by which tc.- 1o« e government E-petitions and the fact tha

e nave meant that the Internet has become a key t(&g

>>>>>

EXAM TIP:

Remember the different methods
used by pressure groups, and try to
think about which ones, in your
opinion, are the most likely to lead
to success.
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New Types of Pressure Group Activity

Grant, who first defined the idea of insider and outsider groups, has since |
distinction is not so clear now as before. Many more groups are potential
right sort of pressure at the right time. He also points out that a newer met
activity is occurring, namely the presence of large-scale demonstrations ant
organised on a national or global scale, using the Int- sl . Such action was
demonstrations against the war in Iraq (2003\ i i ;egular international |
environmental and economic summi’, - . the G20 protests in 2009, or the
2011/2012). In the UK, we b= rse * luf’é@ demonstrations both against the
(2002) and against the = A A J@OOS) The Iraq War protests were conside:
political h; Wity over one million in attendance; however, the governi
position. 5XEc ' demonstrations against rises in university fees provoked
achieve their aims of preventing the changes. Most recently, large demonst
people in support of a second referendum on leaving the EU failed to perst
day. Often, this pressure group activity is characterised by having no clear
presenting itself as originating from the mass of the people. While such ty
inconvenient and difficult to manage, it has to be said that governments do i
to be overly influenced them. In 2011 Parliament set up a website that allowt
start an online petition on any topic for which the UK Parliament or governi
petition which reaches 100,000 signatories can be considered for a debate

in Parliament, and pressure groups have certainly encouraged members
and supporters to get involved as another way of furthering their cause.

It remains true, however, that pressure groups have had o adapt their
methods in order to stay effective, as demonstrate” - * la ge investments
many groups have made into digital strate die © f ~ernments now tend
to consult much more with all tveze b are group before they carry
out major changes, and thi~ — ~ b 1 - ¢he difference between insider and
outsider grougs. Pu * 'L;f? Vier heed to ask yourself whether these new
methods I Hg v 2d successful. Look back at some of the reasons why
some grouy @‘ more successful than others, and see whether these
apply to these new social movements, which are often hard to identify

and which seem to have several purposes.

What Makes Some Pressure Groups Successful?

1. Resources, in terms of both money and people. A large or dedicated n
subscriptions to be part of the pressure group means that the group is .
They can pay staff, rent offices and organise more lobbying activities. COPYRIGHT
pressure groups can get more publicity through advertising. The Tradl
federation of trade unions that represents over 5.6 million members a¢i PROTECTED

The Congress is, therefore, very influential beca: - f its resources anc
& o

2. Anappropriate strategy that seems =< p. “fww /at the time to governt

seen in the different ways th .- " 5 < A4 agettes and the suffragists wer¢

More violent or shos' ¢ "xl «0ds can be a good way of getting media 19
necessgayliAth e .my of gaining public sympathy. In a more modet a 9
again ylaﬂﬁed rise in tuition fees (organised and led by the Natic

Education

Umvermy and College Union) was criticised after several hundred of |
taking part branched off and attacked the Conservative Party headqua
violence of the protest became the main focus of all coverage rather the
protestors had been trying to spread.
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3. Compatibility with the aims of the government, at least to some exterit
insider groups. Trade unions have always been considered more under
whereas large business interest groups, such as the Confederation of Bri
influential when the Conservatives are in power. Think tanks are especi
The Centre for Policy Studies was very influential in creating Thatcher’s
the Institute for Public Policy Research under Blair. [

4.  Accepted by the public for their cause, € 2.1 e ,,@Aowdl op campaign 1
1996 massacre in Dunblane, whe e ' . ;ulcif/én and a teacher were kllke
support for a total bf" \ - *‘i:zj? ngim”/ The Snowdrop campaign was a

w1despr9§ walo npﬁthy for their cause. Compare and contrast w

attem ni .uduge more stringent gun control laws has been frequ¢

5. Unity. Tnere are some pressure groups that do not present a united fi
similar ideals. There is no leading teachers’ union (unlike many profe:
result in the government taking less care in its decisions regarding teac
one union. The merger of the NUT and the ATL in 2017 demonstrates
pressure groups.

6. Good leadership. A highly motivated and well-organised leadership ¢
much more likely to succeed. In the 1980s the leaders of trade unions !
figures. In particular, Arthur Scargill of the National Union of Minew¢
a way that caused national attention. Union leaders today can still bec
their leadership abilities. This is the case with the former General Sec
Lynch, who became an unofficial spokesperson for the wider trade uni
profile rail strikes in 2023.

- - &
7. Support of a public figure and possi'! p ’%}haé@} e.g. the anti-landmin
Princess Diana. Diana’s su» i« « *ﬁ, A-ed for the issue to become more i
household-name ¢ g AR Jled to many pressure groups being more &
might g be' i fwe ann—phone—hackmg group Hacked Off became mi¢
actor i) jrant speakmg on its behalf. This has been a feature of pres:
of the Lelebrlty, and among the most famous are the animal rights work ¢

and Marcus Rashford’s campaign for free school meals.

S

Talking Point

Based on what makes a pressure group successful, ¢
with elitists that a few pressure groups will always I
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Case Studies of Different Groups

Case Study 1: Stonewall and Same-sex Marriage

Following the agreement between the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats t
in 2010, it was announced that a consultation would take rlace two years late
marriage for same-sex couples. Stonewall, the 1mr lai, JrC sure group repres
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) t < »le (e, St u»gout preparing their resg
consultation. First, they allovierf,;f_ 4 f:&; drne for their members to send in 1
produced a document !",.f: * A “econtributions, and, finally, they sent this
2012 whﬂe%t 1 L sts for lobbying MPs and ministers.

This approact reflects the nature and type of pressure group Stonewall want:
by a small group which set out to get the infamous Section 28 of the 1988 Lo¢:
Its website says the aim from the start was to create a professional lobbying ¢
others to put the case for equality of LGBT people onto the mainstream politic
in England, Scotland and Wales, employs a professional staff and has a budg¢
is a good example of a sectional group which has, or aims for, insider status.

The debate on the issue of same-sex marriage generated a wide range of stror
supported same-sex marriage so that the relationship homosexual people coii
equally valid as the relationships to which heterosexual couples committed. |
prejudice against them. While the government’s consultation was on same-s¢
argued that any legislation should allow same-sex 1eligim 5 marriages to take
body was in favour. Legislation was introducec “» 0 “t"hument in January 2(
allowing for religious same-sex marria ¢ ar. . i»eaders agreed MPs would |
fierce opposition, the Marriage “Sui '« & - Couples) Bill was passed in the Cot
and in the Lords by 352 » 5 “auydne. Tt received Royal Assent in July 2013,

W

Each of the' 2 > studles illustrates well not only the importance of leadershi
orgamsatlon resources and methods, but also the vital point that the cause u¢
sympathy to be successful. It is worth comparing the different approaches tal

Case Study 2: Extinction Rebellion

In May 2018, a group of academics signed an open letter calling for
direct action to encourage political urgency in responding to
climate change and other global environmental crises. They
declared their support for a new pressure group called Extinction
Rebellion, which aimed to raise awareness of what they described
as a ‘sixth mass-extinction event’ and sought to force = ticians to
acknowledge the crisis as a global climate em- .4 n« ) ) Thélr
methods were to encourage d1srupﬁx . v.eeent civil
disobedience among a Iar;.e TodL - Lofmitted activists which
they hoped would ho 1« ySt wT;uD“ilﬂty for the issue and force the

In November that year, large groups of activists caused significant
disruption in Central London, blockading most of London’s bridges over it
occupying roads around Trafalgar Square, Parliament, the Department for
Industrial Strategy and other government buildings. The disruption lasted
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large-scale actions continued to take place throughout 2019. In contrast to ¢
Extinction Rebellion was different because it encouraged participants to ge
warned those not willing to be arrested not to take part. It took this approa:
would become so overstretched processing large numbers of arrests that ti
quickly break up the protests and end the disruption. Extinction Rebellion |
outsider group, without any links to government. It is 2 « ;ecentrahsed mov,
economic and public pressure on the governm=y' . ﬁgA disruption and p
make the government declare a climat~ 5 < ec ’Jgical emergency, and to m

the advice of a “citizen’s assem’ ., 1 | " Wmfg ‘action to tackle climate change |
2 :; e

The group has seen
more than similar p
successfully blockat
London, Extinction
generate significant
their actions and rai
Many pollsters reco
environment as a pt
significantly in 201¢
YouGov recorded il
public’s tenth most
— : ’ L 8% of the public citi
Extinction Rebellion prif;;c;r: il;l:c}l;ng?)/\;c;f‘erloo Bridge in Central election, it had bect:
 ressing matter, tie«

of respondents saying it was a major factor in ..« T N *fmg preference. This
to Extinction Rebellion’s actions. The 5. hao Heen significantly less suce
government to take action. -y ;re’v 1 ﬂfhough the government did commi
carbon—neutral by 2007, 4 »S st ‘below the target of 2030 that the group h:
some of E: on ,:uelhon s methods have been criticised for alienating t
the Lond o1 (&5 °“3 rground system have angered commuters and received ¢«

the Underground is considered a more environmentally friendly method ¢
said to represent a tension between the group’s strategy of disruption and i
environmental sustainability.

EXAM TIP:
When judging how successful a pressure group is, remember that they |
Some might seek to influence government policy, while others focus oy
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Case Study 3: Marcus Rashford and FareShare

FareShare is a national charity which seeks to reduce food waste and food p«¢

collects food from suppliers which is due to be thrown away, and redistribut

community groups to help feed low-income families. In early 2020, at the or:

pandemic, FareShare partnered with Manchester United footballer Marcus &

resources and publicity as FareShare attempted to fee . ldren from low-in

normally receive free school meals, but were g i fxij,igoﬁ’t due to the closut
= 4

-
In June 2020, Rashford pub®t Ev ar«dy pubhc1sed
open letter to all MPs .« @ ,mg’?hat the government
ensure all i umdren entitled to free school
meals are t 'ing the summer holidays. The letter
gained strong pubhc support, and a number of
Conservative MPs applied pressure on the government
to implement the policy. The next day the government
announced that it would issue summer holiday food
vouchers to all low-income families, with Prime Minister
Boris Johnson congratulating Rashford on his successful
campaigh. Demand for food ba
Rashford received an MBE for his campaigning, and continued to speak ot
hunger. He started a parliamentary petition to expand the free school meal
more than 300,000 signatures in a few days, and led to a parliamentary deb
MPs were whipped to vote against the popular policy. On the back of the ¢
high-profile campaign, raising significant funds e~ 4 - mg support from
government to issue food vouchers. His ncrli "m; "ty petition continued {
million signatures over the next fP @ » cabsequently, the government ¢
Rashford’s demands, all(‘“ﬂ T J1 Lo ther £400 million for the expansion of |
programme. Gans> ' 1. ) ”Mi 5 were privately angry they had been whipyx

measure, ( 1}999 rin government to give in to the demand just days later.
>

In January 2021, photos circulated online depicting
being sent to households by government contracto:
were clearly of a value considerably lower than the
expected to receive. Rashford once again spoke out
public outcry received reassurances from the primi
voucher scheme would be reviewed and the issue !

Over the course of 2020, Rashford’s campaigning a
FareShare deliver 21 million meals to children, an.
government provision of food for children from lo
campaigning can be seen as & + «ample of the imp:
endorsement, particu’«d * v i 2n‘a campaign is pop
Rashford's campaigning  effectively orgeatiid mdhgsxde civil society groups

forced the government into
two high-profile @
U-turns. ¢ hese case studies illustrates well not only ¢

dse of the media, organisation, resources and meth

..w’" "

that the ca\{ ,Jally has to attract public sympathy to be successful. Itis

different apprdaches taken and
the reasons for them.

Talking Point

What do the three case studies |
pressure group can become st
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Other Collective Groups

Pressure groups are by no means the only way that groups can have an infl
government of the day. There are also professional lobbying groups, large
pressure groups that spontaneously organise based on a single issue.

. |
ThinkTanks = A W
o 1
A government can also be influenced - roup/'that assembles in order to

advice. These pressure grov: vafe ¢ ;L«d “think tanks’ and they are non-go
produce research on ¢ i (¢ :Won’éywareas. Think tanks tend to be more suc
the day is it > 110 their views. The Centre for Policy Studies was a |
reducing t rer of the state, and became very influential during the ye:
was prime m1mste1 The CPS’s support for free market economics and trac
meant that it was in line with Margaret Thatcher’s own political views, anc!
influence policies by providing research on possible policy impacts. For ai
older links to the Labour Party, see the Fabian Society, a socialist organisaii
of the Labour Party for over 100 years. More recently, the Institute for Puby
major think tank in the New Labour era.

Think tanks can also be less obviously ideological. Chatham House is a thi
international affairs, and the Foreign Policy Centre explores the impact of ¢
have a very specific policy goal that drives their research, such as the Electt
tanks hope that their research will be influential in driving policy change b

Lobbyists =) o

A lobbyist is anyone who tries to in“l @ . . he cfecxsmns of a lawmaker or ¢
However, a pr ofessmnal I ”s’r 6 Aonf}ymg service can be employed by a
Ax ound 4,000 people are lobbyists in the UK an

There are several major issues to do with the ethics of lobbying. The first is
is the process by which people can move rapidly between the lawmaking a
could create a certain conflict of interest when a person’s responsibilities as
interests as a lobbyist come into conflict. For many years, lobbying was cat
but in 2014 there was a law passed requiring lobbyists to register. Critics b
transparent enough.

Another issue on the ethics of lobbying is that the pressure groups with the
invariably afford to lobby more effectively. Far from pressure groups addi
increasing plurality of opinion, they add to the imbalance of power in the ¢
privileged a louder voice. One of the ways that this . © en criticised is tha
hire lobbyists much more easily than ordirar i, i':‘ As can.

Corporations o @ L\ 7

As well as gafns .« _tations can form pressure groups. In almost any ¢

é\s@&aﬂ a relaxation of government regulations, or a new governin
attempt to pressure the government into action. Tobacco companies have ¢
commitment to pressuring the government by campaigning against legislal
of cigarettes to anyone born after 2009. However, influential pressure grou
UK support the measure, and with cross-party backing, the legislation app:
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Unit 1.4 Rights in Contexi

Learning Objectives

v" Know what rights and responsibilities are, anc' ! >w they have develc

v Understand the major milestones in Tlﬂ'\ iy 6pwen1 of rights in the |

v Understand the current debat=< 'n o', «f the UK, especially on ho
primacy of polrllolmen+ Lo 1y puoblem of rights and democracy

v" Know the tensin.~ ‘*rv; N mdfwduql and collective rights, and how |
e A L \\\\\ -

A moral or legal entitlement to do something free from in

Rights that are believed to belong to every person. Thest

Human Rights _ )
8 right to freedom from torture and the right to free speech
Civil Rights Any right that b.elongs toa person as a citizen. These ii
law, employee rights, and the right to vote.
Civic Duty Any responsibﬂ.ity that a person has as a citizen. This m
taking up arms in a war.
Universal
. The Universal Declaratior.f 1 “fah ‘Rights was a doc
Declaration of ave a common -+ 'd "¢ all rights across the world
v shmili id e
Human Rights & 00 & g"
Y ¥ A 4

w® oy ;;6@:5363& in the United Kingdom in 1998 which ens
~.aw. The rights enshrined in the HRA are taken from t

Human Rights.
Parliamentary The idea that Parliament is the supreme legal authority -
Sovereignty restricted in what laws it passes by any other body or s¢
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The Concept of Rights and Responsibilities

One of the other major features of a liberal democracy is the concept of righ
liberties. Individual rights are the legal or moral entitlements to do someth
person’s rights are the actions that they can take without government inter!
the UK, you can almost do whatever you like, so long as you don’t break a:
There wasn’t a written list of rights in the UK unf?’ = -t ‘uman Rights Act |
force in 2000. What the UK has built up nvor ‘he ,ﬁtﬁnes are two kinds ¢!
— the right to do certain things (n> .= 7e | 3.4s) and the right not to have cei
(negative rights). Let'sb~ > = i}amén rights are those rights that all hur
irrespectivai \ (b”ni, ; Tive. Examples of these are the right to food, she

s
e
i

Civil libert:\G##¢ those rights that a person enjoys through being a citizen ¢
can vary. Inthe UK, for example, most adults are free to criticise the gover
break any law. In some other states, citizens don’t have that particular fre¢

Some important civil liberties we are said to enjoy in the UK include the f¢

1. Freedom of speech, which refers to our right to state our views freely i

2. Freedom of movement, which is said to allow us to travel peacefully in
without fear of being arrested when doing so

3. Freedom of association, which allows us to gather in public for a variet

4. Freedom of worship, which allows us to follow any legal religion we ¢!
arrested for doing so

5. Freedom to vote in free and fair elections

Responsibilities are a much more dlfﬁcult congiy i *i’eLne There are defi

everyone in a society needs to follow ‘=i ™ as ymg taxes or paying fines)

state depends much more on i i i o ,»behefs Some people consider voii

in their democracy, as -4 2 7.t responsibilities as a citizen. Others see jt

' T‘L E )l 090n51b1hty You may often see citizens’” moral resg

Mnere is no legal standing for this concept. What constitute
debate in conterhpm ary society.

The problem is that Parliament passes laws, and in trying to preserve order
state, may have to allow certain things that infringe our rights. For example¢
exercise our right to freedom of speech, what would happen if we spoke oul
person in a television interview? We might truly believe that our opinion 11
find ourselves in court, being sued for defamation. We soon see that civil 11
human rights, to which every human being should be entitled all the time, &
tortured. Civil rights or liberties are rights that the state allows us to have,
depending on public attitudes, economic circumstances, and so on.

In the 1970s members of trade unions enjoyed ~ » ¢ '). a1 ge of rights. But {
government believed it was pleasmg il L o S and following its own
disappeared in laws passed fr(* ar ) 992, In other words, governmet
civil rights that they he 3 ) n\ Mjorlty will accept, and that might leave ¢
it often only be protected if the judiciary is impartia

ylWS are passed or which laws are acceptable. Even then, a

problems wli’fhls In June 2006 David Cameron called for the Human Rig
rewritten to make the rights of individual citizens more clear. The governn
looking to alter aspects of the act, mainly because it was proving difficult t
who had committed criminal offences in the UK. The chorus of criticism th

indicated just what a difficult task it was to lay down rights for every indiv
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Judges are there partly to make sure that the rights and liberties of the citiz
other citizens and from governments that might choose to ignore them. In
have much power against a government and a parliament that chooses to |
are harsh, and have no power to change those laws, even to protect civil lit
do is to declare that a particular law or government regulation is incompati
Act and point that out to Parliament, or to the governmeat. Parliament the
law changed through a fast-track system. Lav;; Jaav 6&,;1 changed that w:
tied in that they also have to follow tha hisitad Of the European Court of
will be applied to cases inour cat mﬂke the Supreme Court of the US,
strike down (end) patiu 4 1"’ »v«s’tﬁat might be seen as unjust, even if they
Act of 199 Lliso, the Human Rights Act has been accused of proé

o

the c1V11 liberties of citizens also brings up the arguments that we’ve alreac
minorities, while governments are more interested in the feelings of the ma
independent of governments and neutral when it is working? Will it alway
justice and the rights and freedom of the citizens, or will it be sympathising

The most recent debate on civil rights in the UK is regarding the effect of B
European Union in 2020, many EU-derived laws were retained to ensure l¢
included important environmental standards and consumer safety protecti
sceptical over whether these laws should be kept. The UK has also remairit
European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), which, although separait
with British leadership, has raised further questions ov» 'the influence of 1i
on British politics. The issue is further compl’ .t @ ; 7 the fragile political ¢
where the ECHR plays a central role 7.5, Go m\xl*f’i)day Agreement. Signg
governments alongside North xif =« 1ed’s main political parties, the agree
ending decades of sec* 4 4 “owehce and political instability in the region.

o

Talking Point

Is the right to vote a human right or a civil ri¢
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Major Milestones in the Development of Rights

Magna Carta - 1215

The Magna Carta can be seen as the first explici
in British history. It restricted the power of the |
subjects. This is the first recognition that laws ¢t
monarch. It included a bar ~ { retroactive punis

Habeas Corpus Act -
1679

. 4 N e
This act was a ste” 't0 = s the idea of a fair tri.
rlght ofa % 1 wghai”f;ged with a crime to go be!

””*’ {;t :‘h@}) had been ri hﬂy detained.
- j g
@ »»"L

Iy
English @Rigms

“The bill passed after the glorious revolution. Th

powers of the monarch and drew up the power
established the requirement of regular parliame
established the civil liberty that people should ©
unusual punishment.

Universal Declaration
of Human Rights -
1948

After the Second World War, there was an inte:
enshrine fundamental human rights across all 1
adopted by the United Nations and gives a rarig
everyone, all over the world, is entitled to. This
liberty and security.

The European
Convention on Human
Rights — 1950

The European Convention on Human Rights (&
treaty drafted by the Council of Europe in 195C.
the UDHR, and had a similar aim — to uphold h
The European Conver '~ 0. Human Rights is
Court of Hur’\c 1l 19‘ /A1l members of the Eu
51gh S SO} e ECHR

ol
o

et

Human Ne#¥ts Act -
1998

~

Ad Ty 1“RA was passed by New Labour, and incor

British law. The HRA meant that people could &

courts to argue that their rights had been infring
the European Court of Human Rights. It includ¢
freedom from torture and the right to life. The A
Parliament (because of parliamentary sovereigin
accusations that Parliament has overruled it sin¢

Equality Act - 2010

This Act expanded on previous legislation, suct
or the acts prohibiting discrimination based on
protected characteristics such as disability, race,
were legally protected from discrimination by ¢
This strengthened the ability of individuals wh
discriminated against to take their cases to cour

and merged nine evic a1 sie ses of legislation o
o Y A
' o ’
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Debates over the UK’s Culture of Rights

Parliamentary Sovereignty

If there is one central problem with the application of human rights in the Ut
is also the fundamental principle of parliamentary sovere? gnty The questiot
Parliament votes to infringe human rights, whlrh a0 dk s precedence? So |
because the Human Rights Act is an act I« a1 - o oL <t = there is nothing to st
or amending it if they can get asiatn {;f jﬁ,«oﬂty.

-

W - M’ .
In the 2000ge@Te = ”Acts showed the power that Parliament has ovei
cases (the d the 1eal<e1 David Miranda’s detention as the main one) w!

that the TerrOrism Acts are not compatible with the European Convention ¢
are able to take two actions in any situation where the Human Rights Act a
found to be incompatible: either interpret the legislation in a way that is coi
that is not possible, then the higher courts can issue a declaration of inconiy

Because one of the main features of some human rights is that they are me:
say, they cannot be breached under any circumstances) having a parliamen
to disregard human rights, or the decisions of the European Court of Hum:
court said that prisoners in the United Kingdom should be allowed the righ
government disregarded the decision), constitutes a lack of proper protecti
are always rights that are qualified, such as the right to free expression, wih
your expression may be a threat to national security T problem with par
however, is that it means that there are no pretar ac ’to cights, and nothin
by Parliament. Other political systen““ Al ndidie Woﬂd (those with entre:
protect rights through their co s v -/ which puts limits on what their g¢
such as the Basic Law " A 4 “auy or the Bill of Rights in the United States |
hCLc L stmply be repealed by a parliamentary majority.

[ s et e VIR e e een e v o o w——— —— o— — o— — o — o — o— — — Tt — e\

Case Study — David Miranda

The David Miranda case has caused a re-examination of the current terrorism le
over the case and what it has meant for the antiterror acts.

David Miranda is a partner of a former Guardian journalist who was covering 1
blower Edward Snowden. Miranda was detained in August 2014 at Heathrow
Terrorism Act 2000. His mobile phone and laptop were seized, and he was foui
materials. He was not a journalist, but his flights had been paid for by The Gua

Miranda challenged the legality of his detention, and the High Court ruled that
on the needs of national security.

Miranda appealed the High Court decision, anc e C‘y t ot Appeal made a juc
of the Terrorism Act 2000 were incomr ., e European Convention on H
that if the Act could result in QU (5 4 e_ldlng not to publish stories of public i
confidentiality breache~ i+ ) . e wars incompatible with the right to free exp!
free to publaa moy v hO’UT havmg to show it to police based on the idea the
d ut his de’renhon was still lawful under current legislation.
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Undemocratic Judges

The shift in the UK constitution that took place with the introduction of the
the judiciary a greater role in UK politics. The Human Rights Act has givet
Parliament and government to account for not complying with the Conven
name of the process by which the courts supervise the exerdse of power of
judicial review has been exercised much more since *' o Jassage of the Act.
reviews in 2000, and 15,600 in 2013. The incre ¢ (;,1 ,,traﬁty of legal rights

is criticised for decreasing the power ... ",‘ - ilawent relative to judges (altho
previous section, not as mup‘" &0 et other democracies).
] mwj -

decisions. estion of judicial independence has become a political flast
profile Supréne Court rulings: the 2017 decision requiring parliamentary ap
and the 2019 unanimous judgment declaring Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s
unlawful. These interventions prompted concern among senior Conservativ
imbalance of power between the executive and judicial branches and that tht
authority. Included in the 2019 Conservative manifesto was a provision to 1t
between the government, parliament and the courts’, which has been interp:
these rulings. Tensions further increased in 2023 when the Supreme Court 11
Rwanda asylum scheme was unlawful, as Rwanda could not be considered ¢
relocation. In response, the government passed the Safety of Rwanda (Asyl.
which sought to prohibit legal challenges based on Rwanda’s safety — prom
the erosion of judicial independence.

The increaw a‘(fges is contested because it gives unelected person

Undeserved Protection

One particularly prominent criticism of i ne A j:;bgffs legislation is that it 1t
people who do not deserve profasin 4 junie factions of the Conservative |
supported the repeal of = “c ~acRights Act and its replacement with a ¢
Rights’. Pr paiid sould reduce some of their perceived grievances

I\t 111ustrates the reasons the Conservative Party found the |
internment of Abu Qatada. Abu Qatada was an extremist Islamist preach¢
violent methods to promote his cause. For many years, the security service
deport him to his home country of Jordan. Abu Qatada’s lawyers protecte¢
arguing that if he was deported to Jordan then he might be tried using evitl
a contravention of the Human Rights Act. Abu Qatada was only flown bac
made between Jordan and Britain promising that evidence obtained using |

More controversial have been some judgments by the UK Supreme
Court, which is bound by the HRA to take into account the rulings
of the European Court of Human Rights. In 2011, it ruled that sex
offenders could appeal against having to register wit . > > police
for life. The Supreme Court said the lack of a»v, o 1 umty for
review was incompatible with the Fv <~ Luﬂventlon of Human Rights.
Conservative backbenchers +H (> wesion was offensive and seemed to |
common sense. Judgr ¢ 4, " uie European Court of Human Rights have ¢
also. A fay ot juitas been its decision taken on four separate occasic
rule that tf’ w« ban on all prisoners voting in elections contravenes the [
Rights. The European Court of Human Rights has exercised its right to call
has no power to enforce it. Both the Labour and Coalition governments di¢
was a consensus in Parliament to remove the ban on all prisoners voting. [
committee recommended that prisoners serving a sentence of 12 months or
However, these attempts have never satisfied a majority of MPs.
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Both these issues were seen as undermining the authority of the UK Parliaix
the sovereign lawmakers. Others see the cases as the courts responding to i

Equality Act Protected Categories

The 2010 Equalities Act brought together existing legislation to create prote
characteristics protected by the Act include: age; dis*";' vy; gender reassign
partnership; pregnancy and maternity; race; r 44 O  r belief; sex; and sext

The act has caused some Contrf" S ‘{;;}5« tne limits that it has placed on ¢
Breastfeeding has becom € a = dy protected, but there are often reports it
owners Whessilc > ; Lato breastfeedmg mothers, and the public debat:
whether b p owners should be allowed to discriminate on certain gro

s

There has also been criticism from some disabled rights activists who say i
recognise the specific needs that disabled people have in order to avoid dis
particular issue with the Act where it regards disabled people in that it ofte
change in some way (to improve accessibility, etc.) but does not establish
implementing this change and making sure it has happened. The Act may
but it does not necessarily enforce steps to reduce discrimination without
been made.

The Conservatives’ Commitment to Replacing the HRA with a Brit

As a result of the controversies generated by court decisions, the Conservat
themselves in their 2010 and 2015 election manifestos to replacing the Hum
with a so-called ‘British Bill of Rights’. The Liber > . ".n crats stopped this
the Coalition government of 2010-2015, hu - t. @ ‘ w(bervatlves win in the 2
them with the opportunity to P f"h “Gmmitment. However, the timet
consultation document SJ v i A sghedule armd d1v151ons w1th1n the Con

The issue regained traction in the wake of Brexit, embedded in a broader 1
control from European institutions. Although the European Convention ot
not connected to the EU, some Conservative figures argued that leaving th«
fully reclaim legal sovereignty. This sentiment culminated in the introduct
2022 under Justice Secretary Dominic Raab, which sought to limit the role ¢
of the Supreme Court. However, passage of the bill was halted in 2023 by |
Minister, Liz Truss, amid criticism from legal experts and human rights grc

Under Keir Starmer, Labour remains committed to the Human Rights Act ¢
the ECHR. However, in June 2025, Justice Secretary €'. ana Mahmood an
reform. While rejecting full repeal or withdre va 71 ) Jout aims to restore P
reform. This marks a shift froma el a
defensive stance, contrastin s ath "3 e T

Conservative efforts v “.fa “o tie Human Would repealing
sovereignty back

Talking Point
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The Work of Advocacy Groups

There are a number of pressure groups dedicated to civil liberties. We will
determine the impact that they have had on rights in the UK.

The Howard League for Penal Reform is the oldest prison reform
organisation in the world. Founded in 1866 as th~.3 - v %‘d League, it
campaigns to reduce the number of peoplc ir 6ri_ ,,f’ and to tackle what it
sees as the real causes of Crlme I~ °p | >is fundamentally believe that
prisons do not solve the A wf crime, and that other types of solution
should be Scgmt. « > ,pasf ‘the Howard League has fought for prisoners
rights and@’gceéded in a number of key cases. In 2003 the League
took the go®¥fiment to court and won, arguing that children in prison and
in custody should both be entitled to welfare support. In 2014 the Howarc
League successfully campaigned for the government to remove restrictions
on the books that prisoners could receive from friends and family. In the
past the Howard League had also campaigned in favour of the abolition of
capital punishment. The Howard League has become synonymous with th
rights in the United Kingdom. It provides evidence to the government in ¢
and campaigns against policies that it sees as unjust. The Howard League |
advocacy pressure group that has become well respected and entrenched i1
has focused on abolishing Imprisonment for Public Protection (IPP) senter
detention for those deemed an ongoing risk to the public. Although abolish
affected. The Howard League helped secure reforms in 2924 to limit licence
campaign for full resentencing of those still imnr'.c . d.

y?

Liberty is another pressure Loz A o y,mng legal rights. The group was it
the police brutality at t-> ). - . -4donal hunger march. Liberty has campaig
liberties isguilr. ' 5t “the’years They were opposed to racial discrimit
and lobbie! a’wﬁ"“ vour of the Race Relations Act. They have used the Humai
including supporting Christine Goodwin’s fight for transgender rights. The
support test cases, and provide free advice to people concerned that their ri;
In 2020, Liberty supported a successful legal challenge to the use of live faci

Police, marking the world’s first court ruling against police use of the techri¢

found the practice breached privacy and data protection laws and failed to «
discrimination. In most cases Liberty is campaigning against what it sees as
into civil liberties.

Although pressure groups can be very successful in promoting a cause, the
government reconsideration is often limited. You could look now at the pa
League and Liberty on their websites, and see that tt. ave had some hig|
some failures. Remember as well that their w otk ie ) X Nays ongoing; each ¢

continue to advocate for reform fora /iy Sas mey believe that rights are by

certainly true is that the ik 1L+1 1. 0r'the Human Rights Act (and before
European Coiet 0f "1 1 2 1 ldghts in Strasbouréj) have empowered the pres
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Individual Liberty vs Collective Rights

Perhaps the most controversial recent debate over human rights has been o1
collective rights (such as security) and individual liberty. This has been the ¢
terrorism legislation introduced since 2000. The 9/11 attacks in the USA, as v
bombings in 2005, resulted in the government introducinf*g legislation that lin

protect what they saw as the national right to secu .. ;
o ,z J
o
The argument is that in glvmg e 3 fCﬁ,f:fofectlons under the Human Righ

prlvate Lommumcatlm* a1 o ":’X MésSlon or free assoc1at10n) terrorists are ab|
,»‘

will result @m t . 1 population later on. The government has argued

A

communic onstitutes a threat to public safety, then it should be overrt
importance Or people’s right to life.

In December 2004 the Law Lords (the highest court before the introductiorn
that indefinite detention of terrorism suspects was discrimination, and, the
Rights Act. The challenges to the government’s proposed policies have ofi
their interpretations of the Human Rights Act. Successive governments ha
allows the government to collect data on citizens (such as the Investigatory
some civil rights campaigners say is a breach of the public’s right to privac:

The government has often not been able to extend their policies as much as
Blair’s Government was defeated in the Commons in 2005 when it proposs¢
suspects, and was forced instead to compromise on 28 4 1ys.

i o

Ly
-

However, Liberty and other civil libert= - {v ;ﬁcy“’ér"oups have been unat
that they oppose. The Investic .o y \ ~vers Act 2016 was still passed desp
liberties groups. Liberev Ca Synat the Act, in allowing for interception of ¢
'es \ uteach of the right to privacy. After an Act is passc
Al way to oppose a bill that is believed to infringe civil libéi
can be long and often requires an appropriate test case. Liberty raised £50,{
launch a legal challenge to the 2016 Investigatory Powers Act; however, in
High Court.

Most recently, the Covert Human Intelligence Sources Act 2021 has legalis¢
police and security service activities which were previously conducted in a
manner. Supporters stated that it was important for intelligence gathering «
footing, but opponents argued that gave undercover officials immunity fro
the most serious crimes.

For most governments, the issue is not one of erod™ - & il liberties in favor
finding what could be considered a ‘balan-2’ )’eh ~cthe two.

» fy‘ § ‘
TAd ‘L’;g’ Point
Wh1ch is more important in your opinion: individu
or national security? Is there really a tension betw:
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