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Teacher’s Introduction

This pack is designed to provide students with an applied educational

resource for the presidency module as part of their A Level Politics study of Always check the exam board

the United States. website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

Understanding the key individuals, circumstances and events associated with
a selection of modern presidents is essential for learning about politics in the
USA. Debates surrounding the attributes which make a president successful,
the executive’s relationship with other branches of government, and the limits on presidential power should
become familiar to students studying this module. This pack will give vital context to many of these debates,
providing students with examples to learn that are relevant to both the module and the wider course.

This pack will cover every president from Clinton to Biden, exploring key elements of their presidency that are of
relevance to the exam specification. Although this pack provides a detailed overview of each presidency, it is not
designed to be comprehensive, instead focusing on events and debates that may be of particular use to students
when sitting their examination.

This pack has been designed to be either worked through in order, or dipped in and out of to support your own
learning. The talking points and exam questions provided are designed to engage students while provoking critical
thought and analysis that will be required in the examination. While students may be required to provide examples
of presidential activity in their exams, they do not need to have an exhaustive knowledge of every president in this
pack, so teachers may want to use their discretion to determine which examples are of most relevance.

| hope this resource can contribute towards an engaging and rewarding learning environment. Best of luck with
your teaching!

October 2025
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Bill Clinton

Bill Clinton rode into office in an era of American dominance

and optimism, his youth and charisma reflecting a confident and

buoyant USA at the very peak of its global power and influence.

With the Cold War conclusively over, the nation had lost *~ " | o

long-term adversary of the Soviet Union and was ” f’fo}s jf}épé ; ]

the world in its own image — a project Clizig ur_wed at an

extraordinary pace. WA\ A :
2 A

At home, mg il \\\ mimgeconomy kept citizens mostly
content, an n's approval ratings rising. In many respects, he
was simply fo#&inate to inherit the presidency during an era of

prosperity and relative peace. But Clinton, with a telegenic charm, also
changed the office of the president through sheer force of character.

The American global order

Perhaps the major achievement of Clinton’s presidency was the advancement

of American leadership into almost every corner of global politics and /
economics. With the fall of the world’s rival superpower, the Soviet

Union, the USA could claim to have won an ideological fight for world J
domination, and most of the world’s nations and leaders accepted this N
new reality.

Into this space came a revitalised project of global intear.: 2 which built on the
ideological predecessor-but-one, President Reag< " {w L 5A would champion fre
new massive trade deals removing bam o aad and opening up economies tu
products, while allowing Amerizz xc Y. e L{es to access cheap foreign labour — po
was a driving down of ¢ 5 i ;"‘.,Q..Lﬁcan consumers and businesses alike, fuelling

Theory >
The cultural fheory could be used to understand some aspects of the Clinto:
This is because Clinton’s approach to politics was very much in tune with she
attitudes of his era. The end of the Cold War gave the impression that the
conclusively won an ideological battle — and that it was the only economic
chimed with Clinton’s personal brand as being ‘post-ideology’.

o —————————————————————————— - —— ——————— ——— - —————— - -\

In particular, the North American Free Trade Agreement, or NAFTA, became a syn
global relations. Coming into force during his early years in office, it created one
history between the USA, Canada and Mexico. It was enthusiastically promoted @
way’ approach to politics, which aimed to strike a compromise position between |
Republican policies. ’

-~ W

But the drive towards an American global ople v 'w, w?ond the economic realm
pushed for a world in their own I|P"‘ A 'a' e profmsmg that the Western mod.

peace and stability to the rc. Hf,»world “much of which was unfamiliar with de

o VS avention of the NATO institution — previously a bulwark age
QX

under his le X nip into a force for the advancement of liberal democracy. It qu|
the new mdependent states that had broken away from the Soviet Union, while &
military intervention in conflict-ridden states in Europe and beyond, establishing
world’s policeman’.
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And the resolution of age-old conflicts became a top priority, with Clinton becon:|
diplomacy and negotiation. His personal intervention in Northern Ireland playec .
agreement which was secured in the long-contested territory. His administratiot
complicated settlement which ended a brutal genocidal war being waged in Bosi|
to a viable peace process in the intractable Israel/Palestine conflict, setting out a |
which offered hope to many at the time.

i
:
|

In all of these projects was a common thread—a <.z (g «ﬁeﬁn the power of int:
would come to define Clinton — and his ng = -¢ .rcise of American power. Thi
restrictions on the executive, ant‘f,.a ) ,,;se of bipartisanship regarding Americ
Clinton is remembered 2 a3 = A the global stage who sought to symbolise th

the start of@’o o S mospenty
L] . ’ﬁ

Failure iiTCongress

Despite Clinton’s far-reaching influence abroad, his record on domestic politics v
first two years of his tenure in office did Clinton enjoy unified government, wher:
houses of Congress.

A primary part of Clinton’s legislative agenda was healthcare reform, which he ha
1992 presidential election. Once in office Clinton unusually put his wife, Hillary, it
reform programme, while the details of the scheme were worked out in private. |
increasing criticism from Congress throughout 1993 due to the perception it was |
without the participation of legislators.

The long period of behind closed doors discussion also gave opponents of the leg|
dominate the public debate. Conservatives, in collaborat’, ‘. sith the health insu:
public campaign opposing reform. The lack of de’ . rc A fea “by the Clinton adn|
complicated nature of the legislation, all-..« s b,,p’onents to frame the public »
undermine its chances of passaar il N w’hgress

4 47 7
Ultimately, RCa o fwan wasn’t put to a decisive congressional vote until Au
before mid! actions which threatened to end Clinton’s advantage of unified

o‘l . .
failed — desp&---vemocrat control of Congress —in an embarrassment for the Clin|

demonstrated the importance of cooperation with Congress over legislation, anc¢
throughout an electoral term, rather than simply during an election period. Que:
Lady, who was not traditionally given responsibility over policy, also created con:|
slowed the legislation’s progress.

At the 1994 midterm elections the Republican Party campaigned heavily on Clinto
successfully galvanising opposition against them, and effectively killing off any ch.
The Republicans sensationally took control of both houses of Congress — a positic
throughout the rest of the Clinton presidency, thus limiting the president’s ability

And once Republicans returned to control of Congress, they eagaged in tactical ot
extent not previously seen in Washington DC. House 7.~ «e. Newt Gingrich deve
confrontation over cooperation, and sought rofle g t*' i legislative muscles. R
with their own legislative agenda, er*2z 7+ » o ate to that of the executive’s. Dul
they introduced 10 hefty bil'; wv“"“ I“* oto Clinton’s agenda which took up much ¢

la s faféély doomed given the president’s ability to veto legis!
,eatmg legislative gridlock in Washington DC.

Though thi
consequenc Ms‘

This more combative, showboating and uncompromising approach to the legislai
acted as a blueprint to what would eventually become the norm in American poli
demonstrated that even when a party did not control the White House, it could s
conversation and significantly restrict their opponent’s power.
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The personal touch

Nevertheless, despite such restrictions on Clinton’s exercise of power, his popula

throughout his presidency. Though an initial wobble saw his approval rating fall

popularity was otherwise seen to rise throughout his presidency, peaking at 66% .

Upon leaving office, Clinton had the highest end-of-presidency approval ratings ¢
:

One reason for this record-breaking popularity is >, Gt aﬁoe?sona. Clinton beca

presidents elected to office in the USA, CP= ! v;”t;ﬁre‘fflected his extraordinarily

e

political scene. Y 4 \ e ©

2 A
He had bee«illate (’; hor of Arkansas at just 31 years old, and with no priot .
political oﬂ@;he"m}d-w%s he had burst onto the national political scene &
governor, ar\e®as widely touted as a potential presidential candidate at the 19&

contest in which he decided not to run. Throughout his pre-presidential career, i
at exploiting his youth and charisma for political popularity, and for adjusting his |
national mood of the moment.

By age 46 he had been inaugurated president, becoming the third youngest presi:
history. His youth and approachable demeanour were particularly advantageous
opponents — George Bush and Bob Dole — who were conversely perceived as mo:
Clinton was the first of the large ‘baby boomer’ cohort to take on the presidency,
communicating increasingly chimed with what was becoming the largest generai

Clinton also widely became known as the USA’s first ‘soundbite president’, able 1.
in an accessible, succinct and often humorous way which would disarm his oppo:
the ‘explainer-in-chief’ by Barack Obama for his abilitvﬁ )b ge and persuade a.
This casual, almost chummy approach *c s ffice‘i?vaé new — but will be familia
premiership of Tony Blair, a fe!'w p"cwil “urtraveller who both emulated and culti:
approach. However, Clizi % s ,:,::G’F}élisation of the presidency had consequenc:
h." c.uts and his personal affairs began to overlap after he w:
¢ 2 h a young secretary in the White House.

i USA vs UK Comparison

i Clinton’s approach to governance resembled Blair’s in a number of ways. |
I focused than their predecessors, were more reliant on special advisors, anc
! approach to decision-making. They also shared a commitment to a ‘third wi
| course between traditional left-wing and right-wing positions, which radica
E coalition that their political parties had traditionally relied on.

S — - - — - — - — - -\

Though personally embarrassing, the subsequent launching of impeachment pro.
Republican-controlled Congress only served to bolster, rather than diminish, his ¢
disapproved of the way in which the presidency had begt:, . take on the tone of
largely unfamiliar territory, though such an appre jca ’K/cyu d later come to domina

-

-
& .w"? -
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It’s the economy, stupid

But Clinton’s popularity did not simply rely on his own character traits. In the far
advisors, ‘It’s the economy, stupid.” The central Clinton doctrine was ensuring st
from which everything else would follow.

And most presidents would envy the economic condition< !, sversaw. On averag
4% every year of his presidency. By the end of his . sic zfcy,JJClinton had overse:
economic growth in American history. H;;'g ' »c izéome increased by 13% ove:
stayed low and relatively stable Ton 8 22 reduced for the majority of Americat

-
receiving welfare paymer s - . "4 halved.

¢¢¢¢¢¢

On top of ti mpl’byﬁnent fell every year of Clinton’s presidency, across all de
exceptional Y@ the end of his presidency the American government was consis
meaning it was generating more money in tax than it was spending on governme:
state of affairs, particularly in America.

In short, Americans got richer and their lives got easier throughout the Clinton ye:
government had more money at home than it knew what to do with, and abroac
power like never before.

So perhaps in this context it’s not so hard to understand why Clinton’s political b\
tend to be victims or beneficiaries of their circumstances —and Clinton’s could hai

Discussion Questions

To what extent did Clinton take the lead or £t s vents during his pr
Were Clinton’s personal oh‘nbutes arisc nr‘ .' g condmons a bigger fa:
To what extent did Clintor’s. « (e . oS result in the 1994 midterm la:
Did Clinton’s prors ."v £ Ledce cmd diplomacy improve his standing
Waslelon & . 7 &,;mnf on formal or informal powers to achieve his ¢

)
2&(‘3&@9 be consudered an imperial president?e
G

S —————————————————————— T ——— T —————— - —————— ——————— ——— - -

Exam-style Question
Explain and analyse three factors that determine the success of a
US president or UK prime minister.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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George W. Bush

Not many presidents have swung from one extreme to another in
terms of popularity quite like George W. Bush. He was elected as
president in 2000 as the loser of the popular vote — and only
assumed the presidency on the basis of a highly contenti~= v |
Supreme Court ruling. His inauguration was clour’-d W}};xfgfry*
protests and cries of illegitimacy. At first :n * us,..dministration
simply seemed relieved tobe the </ =~ ~

-

YA 4" 4
Yet internag oV | 5o conspired to give him the second
highest pre@’gl approval rating in history. 84% of Americans
backed the w®™eader Bush, dizzying heights which he rode into a
second term. And with those highs came hubris, and crisis, which
saw his presidency end with the second lowest approval ratings in
history. It’s fair to say that Bush’s presidency was dominated by an

event out of his control, though it was the nature of his response
that ultimately precipitated his dramatic downfall.

A wartime leader

Bush had a shaky start to his presidency. His policy agenda began f
to take shape in the early months. Bush had already unveiled his '
plans for educational reform and created the White House Office of

Faith-Based and Community Initiatives. He planned to cut taxes over 10 years, ai
towards Iraq was becoming evident. In February he o:de - nilitary strikes again
While Congress was debating the McCain—Feingo’ad 't egulate spending in fex

&

an aggressive stance against some parts . auny
o 47 ) \ ‘\y") -
But by May the unemo'ziw 4 W‘ff,am"’f\é“d risen to 4.5%, the highest rate since 19¢

cic = 1 s wecome an independent, temporarily shifting the balan
-e very clumsy and he seemed too ill-at-ease. By June he had &

uncomfortable with the politics of Washington. Things did not look particularly g
and some authorities were already talking of an inevitable replacement at the ne:

USA vs UK Comparison

The USA’s presidential system means voter intentions are generally more p
dependent on the character of a single individual. In the UK, the parliamen
intention is traditionally more dependent on people’s opinions of different ;
prime minister’s character is still an important factor.

Everything changed for Bush — and America — on 11" Sep* -+ Jer 2001. Two jetlin
Islamic extremists into the World Trade Center, a” . ’t’hj: fwas deliberately cras
jet was brought down in Pennsylvania bP; A co. '« be directed against the Cony
people died, and Bush immediate’ e s d ‘the stance of a war leader, protectih
Three days later he declze’ ) y;‘j} _Jnflict was begun on the timing and terms of ¢

at an hour h \

('.\330"* o
The attacks sp’t‘yaside dislike of Bush; across the world many national political \¢
USA, and his approval ratings skyrocketed. Bush had said little to nothing about
appointment, but now he found himself as Commander-in-Chief against the shac.
inspired by Osama Bin Laden and Al Qaeda. Bush seized the opportunity to say t |
would be the priority of his administration. And this would mean bringing in emg
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He called on the Taliban in Afghanistan to surrender Bin Laden. On 7" October th
camps in that country. Much of the world was solidly behind the Bush administr.
Afghanistan, with the French newspaper Le Monde declaring ‘We are all America:

Bush was now a major player on the world stage, setting the agenda and growing
addressed the United Nations General Assembly in November, and military tribup\
foreign nationals. in December he announced that the U7, ‘/ buld be pulling out |
between the USA and Russia, the first time the US «v. ‘?:l/} $efh|s
5 i

What many did not know was th- #Bl _,5 élready drawing up plans for anothe!
his greatest mistake. Ir." v a ﬁu 2002 Bush finally got support from Congress .«
basis of the, s ¢ L stla|ms that the Iragis were developing weapons of
Congress w@: vurtually unanimous in both houses, underlying the power tha
However, the®ack of restraint and scrutiny placed on his actions during this peric
further down the line.

Executive overreach?

9/11 had turned Bush into something of an imperial president, empowering the ¢
saw fit under the guise of national security. Bush began to push his Constitution.
under the umbrella of emergency powers. He signed into law the Patriot Act in (.
considerably strengthened the power of the Federal Government to combat terr.
some individual freedom.

Theory

The structural theory could be used to explain the way in which the Bush a¢
constitutional powers, and reduced checks and b» 2 onits own activity.
explicitly mentioned in the Constitution, but C »)nr ~ snas ‘previously legislai
right to enact emergency power< - . se nave been interpreted fairly
subsequent administrations 7" & 'P 0 JuiAct is another example of the exec:
approval for an evt . # ¢« “iis‘own powers.

executive oraers wlt prevented presidential documents being released and aIIowec§ !
trial (until this was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 2004). Calli

combatants’ allowed the government to treat them without regard to the Geneva
prisoners of war. The Patriot Act had opened the door to a wide range of undercc!

It has not been uncommon for presidents to use foreign crises to establish thems:
the office. Emergency powers are a classic means by which presidents may get ro
Constitution. At first the American public and Congress largely went along with t
pumped-up patriotism, albeit with some misgivings.

Then the realisation that there were no weapons of mass destruction in Irag turney
they had been misled by Bush for his own purposes. Whe+; e orts surfaced of stat:
as 1999 that the time had come to remove Saddar i sSf i pa“rtly because he hac
Bush senior, many became suspu:lous of Kdu, v Vesior ordermg the invasion of Iri.
claimed that in doing so he was re 4. 3, . world of a tyrant, but soon rather fewe
several US companies wz v g » wf‘to be making a fortune from reconstructing p.

\Q

M&w cost, both financially and in terms of human lives, and the laci

style of forelf,.x-«-pohcy, left the president with serious questions to answer. What |
the basis of national security suddenly looked like extraordinary executive overre:
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It is fair to say that Bush was not a constitutional expert. Indeed, his own political
notion that he was not an expert at all — it meant his voters could identify with a ¢
Instead, he was known as an affable individual with a dry and homespun sense o
If Bush had a strength that had been with him all his life it was the ability to ‘wips
separating himself from total strangers’ {Draper). These are qualities that may w|
not necessarily equip you well to lead global wars against foreign adversaries beiy
be reasonable to argue that Bush, as wartime leader, \:ﬁ/af o of his depth.

Lame duck e Dt
""'"""'"'""""""""""';;' - g ;j”‘" """""""""""""""""""""""
The poor outcome of the 5.~ _.ad the distaste when no weapons of mass de:
were shapingslilic & j g ‘the Commander-in-Chief’s policy. Bush was accuse.
and 2005 w ’ticar’year that turned many undecided voters against the Repu.
It was the ye\@®5i Hurricane Katrina, when the Bush administration dithered whiie
Orleans. It was the year of Harriet Miers, a bizarre choice by the President to rep
Supreme Court. Miers was an old friend from Texas who had never held a post &

the nomination in the face of obvious Senate opposition.

What had also come to light by 2005 was the practice favoured by Bush of writing
had signed bills into law. This practice became common during the Reagan presi:|
president will sign a whole bill into law without using a veto, but will reserve to i\
parts of it that he believes are unconstitutional when it comes to his own powers.

According to some legal experts in America, Bush quietly challenged over 1,000 p
through over 150 signing statements, far more than all other presidents put toge
Commander-in-Chief and therefore in control of virtually all things military (by fa:
such statements), but many saw this practice as yetan~t'. - ray of drawing even
branch - a kind of line-item veto by the back doo 9 ) S

e

.
As Chief Executive, Bush was e"f m(n ‘\ g |nstruct|ons to the Federal bureau:
should be carried out 7. ¢ ¢ Tace ‘meant that he was interpreting the Constitu
this way, B Sty v elt he could defy Congress and even the Supreme Cou:

constitutior 2{;300*‘ ‘s that he believed he had.

By now the budget deficit amounted to $236 billion, and however much Bush’s at
the figures, the fact remained that sections of the public were rapidly turning ag.|
sinking fast and by 2006 had collapsed to below 30%. The midterm elections of {
Party recapture power in both houses of Congress and Bush’s influence over Cor:
was straining with the price of houses falling, and while a number of factors were
both parties in Congress, the banks themselves, and the policies of Clinton, most \
blame should fall on the Bush administration for not controlling the markets and ¢

Bush was accused of appointing people to the Treasury Department who had no ¢
and who at the very least should have warned Bush about the major financial pro
in 2007-2008. In some ways these criticisms are unfair. o, . ny of the problems
Bush’s control. He had, somewhat weakly, called jor "brj: _regulation as early as
that he should have done more, and rem .2 sye\,wy’bd‘dy of the failed businesse:

Texas, in his pre-presidential care . ) bl &

modern tin! w‘*"“ these assessments were made at a disturbing and uniqgue mp
measure of N trightened people saw his performance in achieving a particular |
nation at a time of great danger.

Bush was jt‘m B e wh’iwlué at least by public opinion polls, to be one of th:
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His success, however, cannot simply be determined by someone being able to im;
matters whether those measures were desirable and beneficial to the people. B:
about a great deal more than being a decisive Commander-in-Chief. We could ai:
Bush’s performance as Chief Executive and Chief Legislator was in many respects
2001 proved to be short-term, ill-thought-out and confused, and the measures hy
Congress were in themselves badly planned.

i
:

Bush left office at the height of a global financial 7 i o fy of his administration
ratings as low as 23%. We'll never know “\ ° » wedld have fared had 9/11 not b
perhaps his weaknesses as a le=¢ . ) ;5,'.,*»7{:3% been easier to spot if his nation i

A
[ _— st st ot ot ot Bt S Bt S S
1 Discussil stions
i e Did Busﬁ”’i&écd, or was he led by, events and circumstances?
E ®  What do Bush’s wild variations in popularity tell us about his governinc
1 * Did Bush engage in executive overreach, or act within constitutional lirn
E ® To what extent did questions around Bush’s motives for the Iraq War &
I ©  Was Bush more reliant on formal or informal powers to achieve his ain
i * Did 9/11 make Bush an imperial president?

M ————————————————————— T ——— ———— ——— ——— - ————————— -

Exam-style Question
Explain and analyse three differences between congressional checks on the
US president and parliamentary checks on the UK prime minister.
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Barack Obama

Barack Obama’s sudden rise to the presidency of the United
States was widely hailed as a historic moment for the country.
As the first African American to take the presidential oath, he
became a potent symbol of change in a nation consumed 'y s
ongoing struggles with race relations, and its trov’ .« -”H}\fry*
of slavery. N i

5 fw..f'w j”’ -

-

But while campaigning cc.a 1 =, .etless for the young senator
and gifted g By g proved to be a far harder task.
Riding into @’;n a wave of hope and an expectation for
radical chang®moderation and caution became Obama’s
modus operandi in office. It was a far cry from the initial

promise of his candidacy that America had seemed to be
crying out for.

Governing style

Obama'’s first exposure to national politics was at the 2004
Democratic convention. The newly elected Senator was said to
have laboured for two weeks over his keynote speech, which he
had been gifted by the party’s establishment following his
impressive landslide victory in a Senate primary. [t wasa
golden opportunity for Obama to introduce himself to the
American public — and one that he was determined to <&’ o)

4
ey
;

And so he did. The public response to vhi' oy was irﬁmense, with pundits labe |
presidential speculation immer2 & v y..g around him. Obama’s speech was ¢t
of the convention, areus’ v .4 ff;;.ad’oi/ving the appearance of that year’s presiden

W

3
There was 1 i&’&@ tion that Obama was a gifted speaker. His words and his delive
emotions, an® ne consistently preached a theme of broad unity, which helped hin
above partisan factionalism. Indeed, Obama would consistently position himself
party politics. His famous refrain that there are ‘no blue states or red states, but :
summarised his ambition to be a leader for all Americans, rather than sections oi

partisan interest groups.

However, politics is often a combative game where competing interests exert the
order to achieve their aims. In this sense, the actual nitty-gritty of politics was ne
always more comfortable sitting in the White House surrounded by executive pc
behind the presidential seal, than he was negotiating with Congress or balancing |
political stakeholders.

Obama had spent only four years as a national leg .i¢ ’6rj>- f)fal-ely enough time to |
before he was elevated to the highest of®. > - 'bL udtion. He was untested asa |
as a dealmaker. The choice of W- .. ¢ '« 7.0C veteran Joe Biden as his vice presic
that he needed help find' ¢ * i. 4.y around the nation’s capital.

9 S i

syss in Obama’s arsenal that would be exposed almost immediate
Congress qu,-y"étarted to complain that he was a lofty and distant president, tc:
policy to devote any time to his rank-and-file legislators. His personal brand alwa

his party’s, and many on his own side would quickly come to feel left behind.
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As shown by his breakout speech in 2004, he was also clearly meticulous in his pi:
detail. A true believer in process, Obama was never one to break protocol or cut |
political interests. A president with sharper political instincts may have recognis::
way to achieve your goals isn’t necessarily the noblest. Successful presidents ten:
than the ‘means’.

Obama’s calculation may have been that his significant m0 5te from the 2008
with his soaring oratory, would be enough to swe i is ) | 1 mpers of Congress intt
be associated with his youthful and opﬂr . mr,w«ﬂ"al brand. But Congressisa

came to learn — circumstances 72« 1 5 ety quuckly
-] -~ » A

Qg_qgre@n \ y.fdlock _______________
Obama had & initial legislative success during his presidency. Assuming the ¢

financial crisis, he was left with the unenviable task of rescuing the American eca:
institutions across the country were crumbling. While his predecessor George W.
course through the crisis by bailing out the banks with public money, Obama was
task of working out how to prevent the economy falling into a deep recession.

Obama had one huge advantage in this task — Congress was on his side. The Der
gaining a firm majority in the House of Representatives, and an even more impre:
with 57 Senators to the Republicans’ 41. This meant that Obama could enjoy sor.
his presidency. Alongside the economic rescue package, which was widely credit¢
growth and preventing greater unemployment, Obama also set his sights on hea |

Reforming the American healthcare system had long eluded Democrats, becomii
previous spell in the White House under Bill Clinton. Ohz . 2 iad campaigned str¢
intended to significantly increase the scope of fec sra w mng “for health insurang
Americans going without protection. Tb Pl ogeor ‘his bill was not without cont
surprising amount of negotlat'f 3 fgIV\ r. rus-party’s dominant position in Congress.
legislation — 2010’s Affc+ 4, & “re Act - represents a high point in Obama’s pre:

v

Healthcare expansmn and the high cost of the recovery bill, over $800 billion, infu
a low-tax, low-spending economic model. The spending package in particular wa:
republican opposition to Obama, already a deeply unpopular figure among the gi:
That opposition movement organised under the banner of the Tea Party, and ad\
government intervention in the economy — a more radical form for governance t
argued for at the time.

The organised nature of opposition to Obama proved highly fruitful at the 2010 i
Democrats were sensationally swept out of Congress on a scale few had anticipat
landslide in the House of Representatives, while Democrat losses in the Senate le!
on a knife-edge. Overnight, Obama had lost control of Congre}ss — a position he w

Incoming congressional Republicans were someth g if lifferent breed to those

Many had succeeded in their primaries ¢! .. . up,.wrt from the radical Tea Party
clear mandate from their voters * s ac ¢ . ,.ftmng possible to obstruct and frustra:
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Did he achieve his aims?

As legislative gridlock began to set in, and facing a divided Congress, the initial pt¢
Obama had ushered in seemed to fade. In contrast to Obama’s early commitme:
politics had become more confrontational than ever, and with trenches dug dee}.
to attract support from sides.
i

Obama the president had also proven to be a verv¥ er | ’factor from Obama thi
campaign had heavily suggested favounr‘” Al ,,,ftn{he status quo, in office i\
more interested in gradual, mcre'f s ‘;ﬂ.ge Once stating that his job as pre.
‘make things work’, Obar & : - °./to have become increasingly detached from
wenton—fosg@i ¢ > iéon  the function of government, rather than captur |
exercising c@mﬁead of pushing for a politics of change.

Even on foreign policy — an area in which Obama particularly sought to make hin
—there was little major change of direction. The War in Afghanistan intensified, |
intervention continued, and the closure of Guantanamo Bay detention camp nev:
primary achievement — to end the War in Iraqg — seemed more like political neces
time the last American troops had left.

Meanwhile, his Republican opponents became ever more intransigent. House R¢
faction entered Congress with a radical agenda — prepared to shut down the gove
if they didn’t get the concessions they were after. On two occasions, in 2011 anc
between executive and legislative threatened to escalate into a major debt crisis |
escalations averted disaster.

House Speaker John Boehner, though more moderate *h. - 1. : Tea Party colleagu
extracting small concession from Obama — forrin; mn f*y;. astrict his spending pl.
government. Instead of leading a promr O ior;af’revival Obama found himse |
unsurprising that by the time ~%1 e’z ). . uresidential election, Obama had becon

negative campaignine 1 ¢ w'_,,gupponents. Where once bipartisanship was his

And Republican opposition would only become more pronounced as his presider
Democrats lost the Senate in 2014, new Republican Senate leader Mitch McConr¢
obstruction by reinventing the Senate filibuster — a device used to stall laws. Whe
‘talking out’ legislation — meaning senators would need to actively waste debating
McConnell the mere threat of a filibuster became enough to make the executive |
result was that laws now needed a ‘supermajority’ of votr. . the Senate to pass,

end a filibuster. iy J o

;
As a result, Obama became incre o, 1 o ,Jendent on executive orders in order t
meant he could determirwy, A < sm the comfort of the White House, it also le}

exposed. Agelly : Nﬂf\/e orders can be implemented by the stroke of a pe:
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Many key parts of Obama’s policy agenda therefore failed to last much longer tha
immigration, Obama’s signature move had been to normalise the residency of na!
USA since childhood. On climate, the signing of the Paris Agreement was intende
the global fight against climate change, and a symbol of the president’s global lea:
Obama’s pushing through of stricter background checks sought to address the in.
mass shootings that were plaguing the nation. And in foreign affairs, a highly coi:
other powerful nations seemed to minimise the risk of fu*. - _§Nar in the Middle £
relations with a long-term adversary. g (C ) -
£ =

All of these policies were qu:cklw v b fevgrsed by his successor, President T
policy legacy in tatters - ,,e ~ouig ‘the risk of relying on executive actions to ¢

¢¢¢¢¢¢

wwwww
.....

his policies either by using legislation or by setting constitutional preceden:
executive power meant that many of his policies lasted only as long as he ¢

In addition, one critical policy area that Obama had campaigned strongly on in 2
corrupted and lobbyists too powerful, also proved to be out of the president’s re.
United v FEC (2010) Supreme Court ruling, which essentially established a constit.
campaign spending, gave Obama little room to tackle the key public perception t:
sense that government works for the powerful, but not for the little guy.

Perhaps the expectations placed on President Obama had besn too high. After al

one person to be able to challenge an entire political 7,1 * a. In his memoirs, Ob
jubilant initial campaign, he felt like ‘at some kas’' ¢ Ie\ ,,aeople were no longer sg
taken possession of my likenessand ~1 e 2ssel for a million different dream
when | would disappoint then " L7

A 4" 4

Had expect o of , yama been lower, maybe his presidency would be seenin .
particularly ¥eg#early in his presidency, were no doubt of significance. But it wa
lofty ambition that had raised expectations so highly. The tragedy is perhaps that
remembered for his own achievements and more for the extraordinary political i}
seemed to stir.

Discussion Questions

To what extent did Obama over-promise or under-deliver?

Did Obama’s governing style undermine his ability to enact reform?
Could Obama have taken greater action to limit the backlash to his pi
Was Obama’s early presidency ambitious or complacent?

Was Obama more reliant on formal or informal ». - vers to achieve his
Do the limitations on Obama’s power de .u st ,é un ‘imperilled’ pres
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Donald Trump

In many respects, President Donald Trump is a totally
unique political figure. His explosive entry into politics and
meteoric rise to the presidency defied all the predictions,
expectations and norms of the existing political
establishment, and of common political sense. v r
5 >
And his governing style is equally ..« Ny Vo ,,xldnal Taking
a heavily personahsed Arer U M?np eschews ideology
aall b vedising pubhuty and loyalty as
naﬁce of the world’s largest economy.

J°

s

Trump’s zero-sum approach to politics — in which everyone
is either a subordinate or an enemy — has wreaked havoc
both in the United States and across the world, as he has
leveraged the immense power of the USA in pursuit of his
scattergun and unpredictable presidential style.

But the inconsistency of Trump as a political actor should
not disguise his incredible popular success. There is no
other modern figure to have so effectively understood and
expressed popular anger at a political establishment, nor
to have so mercilessly exploited such anger for their own
political gain. In this respect, Trump stands alone as a modern political pioneer.

The source of Trump's powpr )

Trump established himself as noliaca r\sudtick from the very first moment he de:
ambitions, using inflamix 'y = ;Bd’age to smear Mexicans and promising to ‘M.

e, though many overlooked the level of anger the Re,
elite.

Fury reigned supreme among this voter base over the Republican failure to defeat
on the American right — not just once, but twice. The general consensus among the
different approach was needed. This sense became acute particularly as major pa:i
candidacy of the unpopular Jeb Bush — brother of President Bush Jr, and son of Pre:
that Republican leaders had learnt from the presidential losses that had so angerer

Enter Trump and his bold and simple demand for the USA to build a giant wall alg
he promised Mexico would be forced to pay for. His theatrical, aggressive and cc.
news cycle, and created a juggernaut of support that the other candidates strugg!
unusual approach was not necessarily based on careful political calculation, nor v
Instead, he was consistently the most entertaining and p~- ative of the candid:
from his rivals and making the entire contest reve . ﬁ'(jm \a im.

;’*" | S
It worked. The more people spnI( st ) W Tuamp, the more popular he became. ¢
contempt towards the Reut i m _stablishment. Casual supporters were simply
b s Key in a pre5|dentlal run, and nobody could compete |

His outsider status, established through his lack of political experience and his di.|
politicians, meant he couldn’t be associated with a political class that had becom«
America. This outsider status became the source of Trump’s appeal throughout |
himself as a break from the status quo, in contrast to Hillary Clinton’s ‘more of the
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Trump carried the same energy into his presidency, maintaining public support by
was a corrupt establishment, and legitimising his outsider status through his willii
parties, and his tendency to adopt political positions rarely expressed by career p:
communication style, speaking in short emotive sentences and rejecting political
relatable to an electorate who felt little affinity with the complex liberal bureauct

While Trump’s constant attacks against political rivals pre.20 éxhausting for part:
they were also idolised by his own supporters, me i g f,. jmr:i increasingly playe:
among the Republican base is critical for .. Lt .wing Trump’s power. It gave h
in Congress, who were either thr e u . _/incentivised into supporting him who

' - \\\,w"f

¢¢¢¢¢¢

Ultimately, 4 her ol T_agress want to ensure their own re-election, and Trum
Republican ‘es’into a personal loyalty test. This provided him with free reir

have ever ha®enabling a highly unconventional accumulation of power.

USA vs UK Comparison

A critical difference between the UK and US political systems is primaries. |
elected representatives are more accountable and responsive to their core
on them frequently for reselection. Because core Republican supporters are
forces Republican representatives to also demonstrate their loyalty. In cont
in the UK are internally selected and rarely deselected. This means they co
which their core voter base might not share.

An iron grip over his party representatives meant immunity from congressional ac
meant to act as a check and balance on the executive, but Trump’s domination o
circumvented this restraint. This allowed him to push constit':tional limits withoi
first president in history to be impeached twice by CO' " "5, wthe could be assu
votes needed to prevent a conviction. r ' A

In terms of
successful.

Theory

Donald Trump’s governing style could be explained using the rational appi
usually based on whatever he perceives as beneficial to himself, and by e
Because Trump has a ‘zero-sum’ approach (at least rhetorically), he believe
himself and his country must always be to the disadvantage of somebody ¢
therefore a key concept from Trump’s viewpoint, and he rejects concepts o'
interest which would be emphasised by liberal politicians.

Viewed through a more traditional lens, however, Trume’. « icy record is mixed
achievement was a range of tax cuts passed bv Cog §s< i 20'17 The cuts, whic |
campaign pledge, primarily benefited we . 10 uua1s and corporations. The

fall in corporation tax, from an 2 g, = th a flat rate of 21%.

'e '\, Lughron reducing levels of migration, thanks in part to vis
6;‘33@ tle'in the USA. In addition, Trump made good use of his execut
number of O a-era arrangements, such as global climate cooperation, increas:

residency rights for child migrants, and a diplomatic peace process with Iran.
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On other key first-term Trump pledges, the President seemed mostly content wit
substance. On his major pledge to abolish NAFTA — the North American Free Tra.
dramatically withdrew from the treaty, before signing a largely similar treaty wit:
border wall, Trump largely focused on replacing existing barriers, with only a sma|
construction — funded by American, not Mexican, taxpayers. His much touted tr.
without the US gaining concessions, and worsened the US trade deficit with thei:

Meanwhile, one of his biggest pledges became perhap< g ;fgest failure. Trump
support of a Republican-controlled Congress to re ¢ OJ; .ma-era healthcare pro
embarrassment for the President. g 4

o 7
Perhaps Trump's definin 4 .- % w«éc"hlevement however, was his reshaping of |
appointmer he o _are Court mostly come down to the luck of timing —aiy
this regard@;er’ed office with a vacant seat to fill, after Senate Republicans
predecessor ®oama from appointing his own liberal justice. Trump’s appointme
ushered into office.

In 2018 the resignation of swing vote Anthony Kennedy gave Trump the chance t¢
make-up, appointing conservative Brett Kavanagh following a series of highly con|
significantly, however, the death of liberal justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg at the very
ensured a firm shift to a 6-3 conservative majority with the appointment of Amy |
get the chance to appoint three justices across two terms, let alone one.

All three Trump justices have proven to be loyal to their appointer, reliably voting
conservative landmark rulings, including abolishing the federal right to abortion, |
programmes unconstitutional, expanding gun rights, narrowing federal protectic:
most importantly for Trump — establishing broad immunity frem prosecution for @

Waxing and waning of powe (’C\ - 19

Trump’s presidency gives us a5 sul . ? & .)‘{Udy in the waxing and waning of pres.
2020, Trump’s re-electin @ wcrr,:f,e riad seemed to be in a fairly strong position. U
solid, and T, s a Y, 1o val ratings were the highest of his whole presidency.

However, the emergence of the coronavirus pandemic proved to be a crisis that |
handle. His freestyling, gut-instinct, attack-laden approach to governance gelled |
careful planning, clear messaging, and preventative measures being taken. Rathy
tone, Trump made a series of conflicting statements regarding the seriousness o' |
between assertions that the crisis was overblown, and proclamations that COVIL
president’ fighting an invisible enemy to ‘total victory’.

Ultimately, the President was torn between dual obligations: the need to manag:
crisis as a head of state, and the urge to satisfy his adoring base who were incline:
seriousness of the crisis.

As a result, he frequently publicly rebuked his own admir, . tion’s medical and s
occasionally questioned the necessity of the publi s éilvja slan he was supposed ¢
from the World Health Organization at tL L. " 4t w.othe pandemic, when the US
coronavirus death toll of any nati s d o & was widely ridiculed for his suggestit
tackled through the injec ¢ "¢ M .vi’fectant

i
e

\Q

60@;&(,“ ies have the potential to unite a nation and greatly boost the
classic examp.uis President Bush’s enormous increase in popularity in late 2001,
for a nation traumatised by the 9/11 terrorist attacks. But the careful managemg
coronavirus pandemic required of Trump worked against him. It conflicted direct
style, and — rightly or wrongly — associated him with the deaths of large numbers

good look in a re-election year — and Trump subsequently lost the 2020 president
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Return to power

Perhaps Trump’s most impressive achievement is his return to power four years .
Only the second person in US political history to serve non-consecutive presiden:
managed to outmanoeuvre a Republican political establishment. And he once ag.
presidency, beating opponent Kamala Harris this time outright in the popular voi:
brand of politics and himself as a political actor.

s 4
f,w,,f i ’}; =

Trump’s second term is likely to be differ;j‘p ©om stirst. He is more experience
a more ideologically coherent tp?fw ¢\ =4 around him. His politics have also ey
expansionist territorial ar &. N,L SN, demonstratmg an increasing willingness to

foreign allieg

¢¢¢¢¢¢

He can be eX@®®ied to push the US constitution to breaking point, knowing that i
rule in his favour. Perhaps the ultimate test of Trump’s resoive will come at the ¢
theory he must relinquish power. Based on his track record, term limits seem un.
president’s ambition.

- ——————————————— ——— T —— - -

Discussion Questions

]

1

E ® To what extent is Trump’s approach to power unique, and why?

i ® Has Trump been successful in circumventing the Constitution?

I o  Was Trump’s first term successful, and did he achieve his aims?

i ® To what extent were Trump’s Supreme Court appointments his greates!

E ® |s Trump more reliant on formal or informal powers to achieve his aims

i ® Does Trump’s control of his party make his an ir- '« al presidency?

I_____'-------------------------------"'w T f*‘y}; "‘ﬁ-w’ _____________ W

- s

.......................... X e N\ ——
Exam- style Questicn W L
Explain ¢ al L3> iree 5|m|Ior|'r|es between US presidential primaries ¢

UK leade Iec’rlons
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Joe Biden

The archetypical Washington DC veteran, Joe Biden’s four years in

America’s top office followed his 36 years as a Senator, and eight

years as President Obama’s vice president. And it was this experience /J,«

and longevity that propelled him upwards — first to the vz, fesidency p

alongside a young and inexperienced senator, anc’ .z ’6r};jtu’the /j

presidency, defeating a volatile political 7.1 - I\e(.wj N j
=3

h

i B
Y e

-

Despite his decades of nr &~ & ff‘:;.mfﬁd‘wever, Biden’s presidency
turned out % 3 Vi _ontradictions. Extraordinary success at
breaking th@’;on’g’?essional gridlock and implementing a domestic
agenda cont’8ied strongly with catastrophic failure abroad and
personal unpopularity at home. And ultimately, Biden’s speil in the
Oval Office came too late in his long career, with questions over his
health and mental acuity coming to dominate his tenure and

spectacularly collapse his re-election campaign — handing power back
to the very man he had sought to define himself against.

Domestic policy success

Biden entered office at the height of the coronavirus pandemic crisis,
and had an immediate economic conundrum to resolve. With large

numbers of people unable to work due to the requirement to stay at
home, both families and businesses across the country were facing financial ruin,

In his election campaign Biden had promised a la' ;e gi‘ffy)ﬁL;:.IS package for the eco
office, and in this task he gained a signifi a1 ya.wafge: A run-off Senate electi!
Senate seat Democrat, giving bi5 saftl 3 ol ~ow control of Congress. This ensured ¢
his American Rescue Pl a4 o~ j’.‘gc first in a series of huge legislative packages th:
would pass T‘f at.a 14 trillion to tax relief, welfare provisions and direct pay!
o g
(0

This early action was not unlike the start of President Obama’s administration, in:
president. Obama had quickly passed a large stimulus package to deal with the a|
financial crisis, with the aid of a united Democratic Congress. However, Obama’s

the rest of his presidency, with the former president failing to build the right relat

Biden was determined not to make the same mistake again, though the initial mg
look promising. Two Democratic senators, Joe Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema, can
spending plans and dug in, denying Biden the crucial votes he needed to push hig

As his landmark ‘Build Back Better’ plan ground to a halt amid months of painsta:
something his predecessors had squarely failed to do — he looked across the aisle
announcement, alongside Senate Republican Mitch McCr- . |, who had so stymi
programme, Biden announced a bipartisan infrast ¢ ﬁr; ﬁll. “The legislation, whi
votes of 19 Republican Senators, aIIocatg" S wtr.j';a’n towards the reconstructic:
Biden had secured the support nf cuc ./ the Republican caucus to pass a signi
extraordinary featinancua ) ’;f: “an divisions and congressional gridlock.

\2};‘!&;{,& came another surprise announcement — a breakthrough in neg
spending bil & had finally secured the support of Democratic dissidents in the ¢
version of his key legislation. The unassumingly named Inflation Reduction Act d&
dollars primarily towards green energy and other climate measures, as well as lo\
and tackling tax evasion. The bill heavily subsidised clean energy initiatives, seek|

American energy production, and to bring down costs for consumers.
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Biden pulled one final legislative trick in 2022, once again persuading a number ¢
spending plans — this time a large package of corporate subsidies, known as the €|
$280 billion towards the American microprocessor industry — an attempt to rival ¢
advanced computer components.

Biden’s ability to pass massive pieces of legislation seemed to defy the recently e:
Washington DC — that the parties could not work togethe .. 5 that Congress cou
vindication of Biden’s deep knowledge of the intr’ .u¢ gslg _Washington DC - pari|
in which he had worked for more than fr,& N aax_J/Bnden had done the work th
relations, maintaining communric ! xd’mpromlsmg in the right places and .
the benefit of competen v » vﬁbm’m — notably his highly experienced chief of ¢

chipped aw@a Vi Jehators until they conceded.

Overall Bider™iad managed to allocate trillions of dollars towards a restructuring
focused on advanced technology, green energy and infrastructure investment. k.
industrial strategy of a kind that the USA had not seen in decades. However, the |
investment of this kind is that the economic gains take so long to come to fruitio:

never gained. Biden would need a second term to reap the political rewards he
beyond his domestic agenda, things were not going his way.

Foreign policy failures

In many respects Biden’s foreign policy outlook was surprisingly similar to that o!
to foreign interventionism, having been a lone voice in the Obama administratiorn
Afghan War. He was in favour of economic separation from China, seeing increa.
maintaining American economic dominance. And he was an ardent supporter of |
describing himself as a ‘lifelong Zionist’. While these f""t 1 olicy commitments
America, they would come to spectacularly disrur e ‘n m|dency over the cours:

- 4

r
An early disaster for the Bidenr ur i o sy was the botched withdrawal of Americ:
While Afghan withdrawa 44y :fan'ﬁ» frump—era policy, it was wholeheartedly su.
11 lei 1) dce at which troops would leave the poorly defended ¢
had fought M&x §-aq War, the 20 years of conflict in Afghanistan had been again

he was determmed to put an end to the highly costly and seemingly unwinnable .

Yet American intelligence had failed to grasp the extent to which the Afghan stat:
protection. As soon as US troops withdrew from regions of the country, they we:
Taliban militia group that America had spent so long fighting.

The pace of the Taliban military campaign, and the ease with which they took coi
stepped the American military. As a result, American withdrawal was sped up tc
assault. The end result was chaotic scenes in which US troops were besieged at |
time to exit the country, and not enough time to extract their own allies and billig
equipment from the hands of their long-term adversary. The catastrophic Afghai
approval ratings to a level from which they would never = -( er.

USA vs UK Comparison N ¢

The extent to which the b~ 4 5f 9 v erfment is in control of foreign policy ¢
the USA and.the 'V .+ e wOA the president is both the Commander-in-C|
Chief Dij 2o Cy ~s.1'ru'r|ono||y, they are supposed to consult Congress be
or signing é\w“ es — though in practice this rarely happens in the modern ¢!
able to conduct foreign policy without much legislative scrutiny. By contrast,
prerogative powers which enable them to start wars and sign treaties. Ye!
Parliament has more authority in these matters, with Parliament votes havii
preventing or initiating military action, and recommendations from parlian:
shaping key foreign policy decisions.
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Meanwhile, increased American separation from China was starting to push the @
direction. At the sidelines of the 2022 Winter Olympics, Russian president Vladin:
Jinping signed a ‘no limits’ partnership acknowledging a ‘redistribution of power |
criticising the unilateralism of the United States.

Just a month later President Putin launched an extraordinary mass invasion of the
full-scale state conflict on the European continent of a ki"; % ;t seen since the Set
invasion was a disaster for Russia, who failed to ¢ v« fe};; 2 cefputal Kyiv and wer:

Western Ukraine. In response, NATO alli..v . eq w.gnificant sanctions on the Rus
price of gas — a key Western enar s o ¢
- ] w mwj -

The sanctiog NP s an already inflationary economic environment, drivit
lowering Ii»@’adérds. Suddenly, economic management became a crisis for i|
inflation unc'®®&iining the president’s argument that he was building a more stak
As the Ukrainian war ground on in the east of the country, the Biden administrati;
involved in the supply of arms, aid and diplomatic cover for the besieged Ukrainia
dollars handed over in the name of Ukrainian defence became an unpopular pos:
isolationist American electorate, especially as the everyday cost of living rose.

Facing an unstable international environment, Biden’s energy became increasing |
policy dominating the second half of his presidential term. In October 2023 a Pa
southern Israel launched a fresh outbreak of war between the state of Israel and |

The Israeli assault on Gaza put Biden in a painfully difficult position. His own inst
different political era, were to support Israeli military action no matter what. Hoy
coalition felt very differently about the war — partlcularlv ey swing states. In \
Pennsylvania, heavy concentrations of young anc wil Air ] Jotérs with sympathie:
population risked losing the Biden admir 5.« . n n..rtlcal votes.
1o\

Meanwhile, ardent sugn t 5 :‘_imw’éé“li‘military action were mostly in the other ¢
: : v furms a core part of their belief, were some of the most |

a highly emoL.vé"ussue at the start of a re-election year.

As the war steadily escalated and civilian casualties became catastrophic, questici
competence and handling of a military campaign involving a key US ally. And tho:
were about to explode at the worst possible moment for the octogenarian presic:

An age-old problem

In 2020 Biden had become the oldest US president in history, assuming the office
come in part because his opponents were of a similar generation. His primary riv.
nomination, Bernie Sanders, was a year older. His presidential rival, Donald Trun
This had enabled him to dodge questions over his age in 2020 particularly after

performances at key debates throughout the year ., ~
i

At times during his election campp'g Siw NEW B|den had mused that he would |

generation of leaders. And = 5h JLtnis early presidency, questions arose over

stand for re-gleglior 9. IIy an mevutablllty for a first-term president. By the ¢
w0 CELE the retwement age in most normal lines of work. By 2022,

g@ﬂ

¥ thought he was too old to do the job.

Americans a\& M

The Democratic performance at the 2022 midterm elections put pay to the idea
election. The elections were a surprisingly strong showing for the Democrats, da:
back control of Congress, and vindicating Biden’s first two years in the job. The r¢
suggestions of Biden relinquishing power, and set him on course for a re-election
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Theory
The cultural theory could be used to explain the way in which presentation,
perception underpins the amount of authority a president commands. The ¢
project strength, the more they are perceived as being ‘in control’ of even::
project strength became severely compromised as his public speaking skills
in office. This projected an image of weakness and . rability which was
in control of events. This perception eroded t ¢ ﬁly ity, ultimately forcing
election year. o s
I.--------—---—---—---—--J:'f' = 1 “'wj”"“'-w --------------------- ]

Yet niggling doubts reviy = “a :d grew louder over the next 18 months as Biden |
er 3.ﬁ.ed”k¢ey facts and figures, and became physically frailer. =
'wn administration — which was intended to clear Biden of mish

s

Subsequently, intense scrutiny was placed on his age — with every slip of the tong
besieged president.

Seeking to address the concerns head on, Biden pushed for an early presidential ¢
But his plan dramatically backfired. In a catastrophic debate performance, Bider.
disorientated, and struggled to complete sentences. His authority as president, ¢
immediately drained away following the debate. Panicking Democrat insiders sta
to end his re-election campaign, and party unity fell apart. Less than a month lat:
his vice president Kamala Harris for the presidency, unceremoniously ending an &
federal government.

Discussion Questions ¢

To what extent were limitations za B ;“‘,Jowﬁerw of his own making?
What does Biden’s recor e | . ~oout the value of government expe:
To what extent A" Ju*“ d-s*‘bfe‘ign policy actually affect his popularity

pc -y sty explain the extent of Biden’s authority in office?

Na : . . . . ¥
2 more reliant on formal or informal powers to achieve his ¢

Exam-style Question
Explain and analyse three ways the US president can influence the legislai
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Essay Questions

Question 1

‘The president sets the political agenda in the USA more than the prime |
political agenda in the UK. Analyse and evaluate * tatement.

Question 2 ol (o

‘Presidential power is mr“a i "’{1“* ‘utlbnally limited than the power of th

f

UK prime migistcy” A yae and evaluate this statement.

s

The UK president and the UK prime minister are the wmost high-profile figui
politics. They tend to dominate the political scene relative to any other in
from far wore publicity and autonomy than their political rivals or allies al
political agenda to different extents, and in different ways.

One reason to think that the UK president has wmore agenda-setting power
greater political mandate to do so. A presidential campaign is a heavily pei
high-profile individual specifically sets out a certain agenda to the public, w
attention and debate throughout the country in presidential election years.
then vote for the individual who is wore persuasive, or whose aqenda is wer
presidential election, for example, was heavily peréom\li<'~' The debate was
character of Donald Trump, the mental acunity - o ‘Sic«_'\, and the relati.
The winner therefore has a highly pé.f'{:*c‘ e e 4o set a political agend

. o ' A

In contrast the UK oneipi xx “ptem of parliamentary democracy, in which

e
rather ﬂ\a» hoal wn\mar\t This means that ~ at least in theory -
the basis _r theu‘ preferred party or their preferred local represent
then derives m’éu‘ anthority from their party's electoral performance, rath
mandate. In this sense, the UK prime minister has less power to set an as
greater extent on their political party for authority. An example might b

2024, which was widely attributed wmore to the unpopularity of the Conserwy
the popularity of Labour leader Keir Starwer.

There are other restraints on the power of the UL president, however, tha
their control over the political agenda, relative to that of the UK prime v
strict separation of powers that is entrenched into the Constitution. This
does not have total control of the federal goverament, and many differeat
the political agenda. For one thing, the USA is a Fadara\l system, with sta
authority to challenge the agenda of the federal anv: > int. Congress can
presidential agenda -~ as is often the case if foﬁ ‘al qovernment is divic
Supreme Court ~ can also serve to Lo Wy such disruption to the sitting
example of this would be the, ? sel % wos v Jackson court case, in which a A
abortion rights was {1 » « ot tut:o'\ad) paving the way for an overturning
A 5.Jekt Biden's intended agenda.

In contrast, The UK does not have & written constitution, or a strict seps
that a UK prime minister with a comfortable parliamentary majority does |
complete control over the institutions of central qovernment. The only fory
ability to set the political agenda is Parliament -~ which can reject their pry
However, this rarely happens as the prime minister always seeks to avoid p4
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to destabilise the goverament. In addition, there are also areas of policy |
overrule the prime minister. These are royal prerogative powers, which give
to set the aqenda without checks and balances. For instance, in 2024 Rish
election, despite not having the support of much of the governing party for

A final reason to arque that the UK president may have wore ability to sz
Once a president is elected, they are virtually qmrrxo k to remain in powe
can in theory be removed by Congress, this ve g1 ‘- Ay v happens.  This means
on their own agenda, without the foa : thcﬁﬁf pa\rty might remove thew
hope m@ht restrain a first-"u aooe sua’f\t term limits also mean a second:
autonomy in their eosill »’o\ ,,,«tw’é; can exercise power for a constitutionally
George W. fo ,.mmuple continued to pursue an increasingly unpopular ¥
second terw in the knowledge that he was no longer personally restrain

s

In stark contrast, most modern UK prime ministers have lost power becauns:
control of their political party. Prime wministers must constantly seek to v
their parliamentary party in order to remain in power. This can greatly in
control the political aqenda. In addition, opinion polls can force a prime mis
dramatically, as poor polling often instigates internal rebellion aqainst prin
historically short premiership was defined by her inability to maintain contr
constant U-turns on policy. This was largely because catastrophic opinion po
confident that her party would retain her in power.

On balance, we can see that the US president and the UK prime minister ¢
ways, making it complex to argue which has wore agenda-setting power. Whi

autonomy from everyday politics in their poSH:icr\, the: = 50 have fewer fory
minister to implement their agenda. Overall, 'wn ve e “it-can be contended

mandate ~ which insulates them from - .= o lis to a greater extent - ¢
manoceuvre than a prime ministo o »f"_«x"“d’ed“.

§ o
# Q’J e 0

Arguments for

US presidents are limited to two | The Constitution forces a president Apr

presidential terms to relinquish power, unlike in the UK |[inde!
A president cannot determine Aofi
Congress possesses the ‘power of |government spending alone, but a Ie\r/)e&@
the purse’ prime minister largely determines .
cons
budget
. . This gives the president Apt
The USA has a strict separation 8 . P , P
of powers predetermined powers ' thereas there |prec:
is no written cor . Lor in the UK forn
(i —
Arguments against 5 g
The UK parliamentary system . ~ 1.~ ) -
P . . ¥ sy J e IS means a prime minister must Apr.
means a prime ministe | Sies .
. ) listen to their party more grea
their party, A
L W/
A prime mi. ao Cabmet This means that a prime minister A ore
appomtments are restricted to cannot appoint allies as easily as a ic E%

parliamentarians president

A prime minister can be removed |This makes it far easier to removea |Api¢
by a parliamentary majority prime minister than a president mot¢
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Mark Schemes

9-mark questions
Level \ Mark \ Description
. AOQ1 (knowledge)
Demonstrates in-depth knowledge of political ideas, institutions a:\
issues with careful choice of knowledge .o :es extensive reasonin:
3 7-9 necessary, that support knowles v 01 3 Jfiticsl ideas, institutions ai
*  AO2 (analysis) 4
Well-structurech v 01 « niad answer on three clear points. Analy:
at hana.. v”i'_s!a‘ ‘h.,arrt’éftiwvely expressed. Answer is coherentand
\ 1A leuge)
. diohstrates sound knowledge of political ideas, institutions and
*issues with careful choice of knowledge, which, however, may not
extensive reasoning and appropriate examples, where necessary, |\
ideas, institutions and systems. Further detail may be required.
. AOQ2 (analysis)
Mostly well-structured and organised answer on three clear point:.
question at hand. Answer is coherent and relevant to the questioi
descriptive.
. AO1 (knowledge)
Demonstrates a limited range of knowledge of political ideas, instit\
analysis of the issues with knowledge, but this may be inaccurate. |
1 1-3 examples to support knowledge of political ideas, institutions and ©
. AO2 (analysis)
Analysis rarely stretches beyond description and does not appear \«
organisation are weak.
0 0 . No content worthy of marking.
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25-mark questions

Level | Mark
5 21-25

Description

AO1 (knowledge)

The student demonstrates in-depth and extensive knowledge and u:
institutions and systems. Analysis of the issues is supported with ca;
Points in the source are developed with sophistication.

AO2 (analysis) ;

There is a well-structured and organ’;= sy =r, consistently focuset
question. Analysis is evenly ‘we. jne. aud auth%ritatively expressed.
are clear and well str: iy #Jquﬂé’mgnts are based on well-chosey
incorporatj?r(w. W ings

Aoz ey ®°

Tt 1y ravadtion leads to well-supported conclusions with clear links ta
_ounits of view are considered and evaluated in order to form logical arg.\

AO1 (knowledge)

The student demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding of
systems. Analysis of the issues is supported with accurate knowledg:
comprehensive. Points in the source are developed with sophisticai
developed further.

AO2 (analysis)

There is a clear answer, containing analytical points consistently foci:
Analysis is evenly weighed and clearly expressed, but may not be fui
key points are clear and relevant. Judgements are based on pertine
source.

AO3 (evaluation)

Clear evaluation relates conclusions to the facts and analysis, althou:
Pertinent points of view are considered and evaluated in order to fo!
evaluation may be developed further.

3 11-15

AO01 (knowledge)

The student demonstrates a range of knowledge and understanding of pt

Analysis of the issues is supported with kne: '« e, but factual errors are |

developed with some balance, but 7z ne . de_criptive.

AO2 (analysis) " 4

There is a structy.id ey ;ons\\i‘gtently focused on answering the

analysis. . 1ysis s ‘)Icﬁ’él’{t, and not entirely one-sided, though oft:.

aniius **:;;.,,a’Fis’bns between key points are present, with limitec |
- urate the source.

' A03 (evaluation)

Conclusions related to the facts and analysis are presented, but with
points of view, which may contain those from the source, are prese;:
links are limited.

2 6-10

AO1 (knowledge)
The student demonstrates a limited range of knowledge and unders:
and systems. Analysis of the issues is supported with knowledge, bt
points are present. Points in the source are developed with some b
and lack support.

AO2 (analysis)

The answer is somewhat structured, with limited focus on tackling ti:
not entirely absent or one-sided, though they tend to be descriptive
Comparison between key points is largely absent or unclear. Analysi
AO3 (evaluation)
Conclusions are not entirely absent, but are generally unrelated to t\
Pertinent points of view, such as those i : ‘ource, are mentionec.

“The answer is largely disorganised, failing to tackle the question. Att:

using them to support argumen® g |
AO01 (knowledge) ) -
The student dfmf}( Wt ate ; _nuted knowledge and understanding of po
systeme . teva, i.uch of what is presented is inaccurate, extranec.
Pl it ’:j_f,(.suu"'ryce are developed descriptively, with little attempt ai |
A Wyanalysis)

descriptive, unsubstantiated and unbalanced. Links between points .
the source is unbalanced and rare.
AO03 (evaluation)

Conclusions, where included, are unrelated to facts and analysis. Pe!
those in the source, are largely absent.

No content worthy of marking.

US Presidents 1993-2025: from Clinton to Biden for A Level AQA Page 25 of 25

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

a9

Education






