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Teacher’s Introduction

This pack is part of the comprehensive Topic Assessment System for Edexcel A Level Politics Component 2A:
UK Government.

Tests: Set B

A one-hour short-answer test worth 40 marks for each topic.

The tests consist of 4-mark explanation questions, primarily focused on AO2 skills. Always check the exam

For each 4-mark question there are four possible answers, double the number board website for new

required by the question. information, including
changes to the

Set B tests are designed to mirror their Set A equivalents (for instance, by asking specification and sample

for disadvantages where the equivalent question in Test A asked for advantages). assessment material.

Structure

The Tests are divided into the following topics:
e  Constitution

Parliament

Prime Minister and Executive

Judiciary

Power and Sovereignty

Section 4 of the specification — Relations between the branches — is split between topics 4 and 5. The other topics
incorporate in entirety their respective sections in the specification. In ‘Prime Minister and Executive’, in terms of
the case studies of a prime minister’s control of events and policy, questions are asked about Harold Wilson and
Margaret Thatcher (as pre-1997 PMs) and Tony Blair and David Cameron (as post-1997 PMs). Other prime
ministers are referred to in the answers where relevant.

Also available:

The Complete Topic Assessment System
Quizzes: Set A Quizzes: Set B
For each topic, a 30-mark multiple-choice quiz with A second quiz per topic, covering the same content,
answers and explanations. allowing students to retry after completing the

first test.

Tests: Set A Tests: Set B
One-hour set of short-answer questions per topic. A second one-hour test per topic, with questions
Each question is a bite-size challenge towards cleverly mirrored from Test A.
an essay. /
Essays: Set A Essays: Set B
10 essay questions with model answers for students 10 more essay questions on similar topics, with
to analyse and compare with their own. indicative content for easy self- or peer-marking.

These tests could be used one after the other, but are designed to be more effective if they are spaced out
throughout the one-year course (e.g. Test A used to consolidate knowledge and provide a standard assessment
during delivery, and Test B used to identify weaknesses in knowledge and analysis skills prior to revision sessions).

D Glover, January 2023
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Constitution - Test

s

1. Explain two arguments opposing the claim that the UK has seen massive ¢ p
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2.  Explain two arguments for further House of Lords reform.
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3. Explain two arguments for further devolution.
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Explain two ways in which the Human Rights Act supports the UK constitu
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Explain two arguments against an English parliament.
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Explain two reasons why the UK constitution should not be entrenched at
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Explain two arguments for regional assemblies in England.
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Explain two arguments against Scottish independence.
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Explain two disadvantages of a British Bill of Rights.
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10. Explain two reasons for electoral reform in general elections.
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Parliament - Test |
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1. Explain two ways in which the House of Lords is not powerful. »
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Explain two ways in which the House of Commons is not powerful.
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Explain two ways in which Parliament can be considered unrepresentativ:
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Explain two features of the House of Lords.
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Explain two reasons why the whip system is damaging to Parliament.
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Explain two restrictions placed on the Official Opposition.
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Explain two weaknesses of parliamentary committees.
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10. Explain two possible reforms to the House of Lords.
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Prime Minister and Executiv

1. Explain two limitations on the powers of royal prerogative.

2. Explain two roles performed by the Prime Minister.

3. Explain two ways in which Prime Ministers have become more presidenti:
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Explain two examples of ‘pre-eminent’ Prime Ministers.
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Explain two examples of resignations due to collective responsibility.
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Explain two factors affecting the Prime Minister’s relationship with Cabin
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7. Explain two arguments supporting the notion that Cabinet is integral to 1
the executive.

8. Explain two examples of Cabinet exerting influence over the Prime Minisi

9. Explain two examples of Margaret Thatcher strengthening the office of Py
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10.

Explain two examples of David Cameron strengthening the office of Prim
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Judiciary - Test B

Explain two features of statute law.
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Explain two ways in which the Supreme Court can be considered insuffic
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Explain two ways in which the Supreme Court can be considered insufficie

4666880 % % H 600008860008 AKNGDODD RN 600008 8K NGE D00 HKESOOO 0 A KGO O SN NAKEOOO R E NG00 S S NNKEOOONREEOOO0NAKNAGEOOONNEOOO00N NGO S NNY
8866000086 060008896660008806000088666808008560000086600888966000008806000884666000088000008006600002860000086006008%46880 NN
98555000005 550009058000055850009955800998555000905550009058800005555300995580009058800099558000985550009055590995880 NI

i §
a r : Lo
& A

S ", ¢

Explain two ways in which the Supreme Court cannot influence governmg
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Explain two examples of judicial review in Supreme Court cases.
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Explain two examples of human rights Supreme Court cases.
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Explain two examples of Supreme Court cases lost by the government.
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10.

Explain two ways in which judicial jurisdiction has not changed since the |
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Power and Sovereignty -

1. Explain two ways in which Parliament is ineffective at holding the execut

2. Explain two ways in which the executive is submissive to Parliament.

3. Explain two ways in which the executive has sought to strengthen its pow
in recent years.
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Explain two ways in which the judiciary is an ineffective check on the exe.
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Explain two ways in which Parliament cannot be considered sovereign.
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Explain two arguments opposing the view that the UK has embraced popt
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Explain two reasons why devolution does not undermine sovereignty.
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Explain two reasons why the Human Rights Act does not undermine sove
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Explain two reasons why the European Union can be considered unsucce:
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10.

Explain two reasons why treaty commitments do not undermine sovereig
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Constitution - Test

1. Explain two arguments opposing the claim that the UK has seen massive ¢
since 1997.

2. Explain two arguments for further House of Lord~ - rm.

|

-
g““’"’; 5 e
3. Explain two arguments for furth .4 luced.
Y ol L A=
4. Explaintwo warrin ﬁ.,,ﬁe”Human Rights Act supports the UK constity

s

6. Explain two reasons why the UK constitution should not be entrenched a¢
7. Explain two arguments for regional assemblies in England.

8. Explain two arguments against Scottish independence.

9. Explain two disadvantages of a British Bill of Rights.

10. Explain two reasons for electoral reform in general elections.

:
& :

X e e e e, e o o o v e e v e s v v v v v s 3L - @w.m;‘}mwnmmmmmmm»m
. Jz -

PP —a\ .|

/2 “Parliament - Test [

.

2.  Explain two reasons why Parliament could be considered a bicameral sys:
3.  Explain two ways in which smaller parties have little influence in Parliamg
4. Explain two ways in which the House of Commons is not powerful.

5. Explain two ways in which Parliament can be considered unrepresentative

6. Explain two features of the House of Lords.

f
7. Explain two reasons why the whip system i< ¢« yin,_to Parliament.
.?}J o
8. Explain two restrictions placsaic %‘S‘Eygk_ﬁ;m‘ﬁc‘i‘al Opposition.

Wl
i e

- w"‘; M\ . .
N0 sesof parliamentary committees.
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Prime Minister and Executiv

1.

Explain two limitations on the powers of royal prerogative.

Explain two roles performed by the Prime Minister.

. N . . ‘N .
Explain two ways in which Prime Minister ..« "’%ﬁgﬁcome more president .
e
@ =

Explain two examples of “ie 5, nt Prime Ministers.

3 B
b

‘ "y 2 M - . - . sy
0 2 o suees of resignations due to collective responsibility.

s

Explain two arguments supporting the notion that Cabinet is integral to {
the executive.

Explain two examples of Cabinet exerting influence over the Prime Minist

Explain two examples of Margaret Thatcher strengthening the office of Fy

10. Explain two examples of David Cameron strengthening the office of Prime

:
& :

7 -

- .n§xm;mwnmmmmmmmm“

sy W

¢

fvw -
e\ Y L.

W

~ Judiciary - Test B

W
3 - o
1. vo features of statute law.
2. Explain two ways in which Supreme Court justices can be considered unrg
3.  Explain two limitations placed on the Supreme Court.
4. Explain two ways in which the Supreme Court can be considered insufficie
5. Explain two ways in which the Supreme Court can be considered insufficie
6. Explain two ways in which the Supreme Court cannot influence governmg
|
7. Explain two examples of judicial review in Sursuy JC urt cases.
s g“\wj -

8. Explain two examples of hiiciu “igﬁg; supreme Court cases.

Tah Y L.
9. Explaizgave ¢ = x5 orSupreme Court cases lost by the government.
10. Expi ways in which judicial jurisdiction has not changed since the |
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Power and Sovereignty -

1.

10.

Explain two ways in which Parliament is ineffective at holding the execut

Explain two ways in which the executive is submissive to Parliament.

5

o

Explain two ways in which the executive F . “’fgfg.f to'strengthen its pow
in recent years. g = &

b f“’f/w ,fﬁw N
Explain two waxrin 4 ﬁ;.»ﬁe”jﬁdiciary is an ineffective check on the exe.

v} -

Y e -
11"‘“« ways in which Parliament cannot be considered sovereign.
iy

Explain two arguments opposing the view that the UK has embraced pop.
Explain two reasons why devolution does not undermine sovereignty.

Explain two reasons why the Human Rights Act does not undermine sove!
Explain two reasons why the European Union can be considered unsucces

Explain two reasons why treaty commitments do not undermine sovereig
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



