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Teacher’s Introduction

This pack is part of the comprehensive Topic Assessment System for Edexcel A Leve] Politics Component 3A:
Government and Politics of the USA,

Tests: &t B

For each topic there is @ short-answer test worth 40-52 marks, designed to take around 1 hour. Note that for
comprehensive specification coverage, the Presidency and Democracy tests are worth the maximum 52 marks, so
please ensure you allocate enough time for these (for instance, if a 52-mark test is too long for your lesson, you
may wish for students to compiete the 12-marker as homework}.

The tests combine 4-mark explanation questions with exam-style 12-mark analysis guestions, primarily focused
o ADZ skills. For each 4-marlk question there are four possible answers, double the number required by the
guestion. Each 12-mark guestion includes a possible answer which is indicative rather than exhaustive.

Set B mirrors Set A, by, for instance, asking for disadvantages where the equivalent guestion in Test A asked for
advantages. The key principle is that trying and then reviewing answers for Set A should help students do better
on Set B.

ideas for using Set A ond Set B: These tests could be used one after the other, but are designed to be more
effective if they are spaced out throughout the one-year course {e.g. Test A used to consolidate knowledge and
provide a standard assessment during delivery, and Test B used to identify weaknesses in knowledge and analysis
skills prior to revision sessions].

Structure

The Tests are divided into the following topics: Constitution and Federalism, Congress, The Prasidency, The
Supreme Court, Civil Rights, Democracy and Comparative Theories. The final topic, Comparative Theories, covers
the previous subtopics, assessing their relationship to the rational, cultural and structural approaches outlined in
the specification. Questions assessing the similarities and differences between the US and UK political systems are
inciuded throughout the resource.

Also available:

The complete Topic Assessment System

Ouizzes: Set A Quizzes: Set B
For each topic, a 30-mark multiple-choice quiz with A second guiz per topic, covering the same content,
answers and explanations. allowing students to retry after completing the
first test.
Tests: Set A

One-hour set of short-answer quastions per topic.
Each guestion is a bite-size challenge towards
an essay.

Essays: Set A Essays: 52t B
10 essay questions with mode! answers for students 10 more essay guestions on similar topics, with
to analyse and compare with their own. indicative content for easy self- or peer-marking.
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1. Explain two disadvantages of the amendment process.

2. Explain two weaknesses of the Constitution.

3. Explain two ways in which the Constitution is authoritative.
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4, Explain two reasons why the Constitution might be amended.

5. Expl Cwhy the Constitution guarantees a separation of p

6. Explain two ways in which state governments are similar to the federal g
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7. Explain two ways in which the Constitution can be seen as undemocraticf

tages of the Constitution being vague.

9. Expiain two negatives of federalism,

Topic Assessment Systern for A Level Edexcel Politics: Comp 3A: USA Politics — Tests {Set B}

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




10, Analyse the similarities between how constitutional reform is achieved i

in your answer you should refer to ot least one comparative theory.
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



9.  Explain two economic policies advocated for by Republicans. :

® Republicans tend to favour eliminating welfare programmas and encauragé
Republicans tend to support the insurance system for healthcare and oppcz
Republicans strongly support low taxes for everyone
Somie Republicans are opposed to virtually any state intervention in the ecg

e @ @

10.  Explain two policy differences between the Democrats in the US and Labour in
® Labour are traditionally far more comfortable with state invention in the
® Labour have a socialist tradition and sometimes favour universal policies

tend 1o oppose
s Labour tends to favour higher taxes on big business and the rich, wherea
s Labour traditionally supports working class and trade union causes, whai
associated with the interests of the business classsd

emsvin the US and the UK.
e comparative theory.

11. Analyse the similarities between th
in your answer you should re

Student preduced no material worthy of a mark.
® A01 - Students portray surface knowledge and u
surrounding US and UK politics, with little orno a
Level 1 -3 ® AQ2 - Students show little or no reasoned comparat
theories, making simple finks betwsen material an
side of the argument they cannot achieve above a
® AD1 - Students portray some knowledge and un
surrounding US and UK politics, which are somet
Level 2 4-5 evaluation. Some relevant general points are ma
® AD2 - Students show some signs of comparatively
making some relavant links batween material and ¢
® AQ1 — Students portray accurate knowledge and u
surrounding US and UK politics. Knowledge s used
Level 3 7-9 analysis and evaluation. Mostly relevant general p
® AD2 — Studenis show mainly reasoned comparati
theorias, making relevant links betweesn material

® AQ1 -~ Students portray detalled and accurate kno
and concepts surrounding US and UK politics, whi
Level 4 10-12 relevantly support analysis and evaluation. Releva
® AOZ - Students show consistently good, reasone
concepts and theories, making muitiple reasoned

& Ananswer using the structural approach may highlight: both the US and
systern, which helps to create a two-party system by generating s ‘'winne
than a proportional approach; constituencies in both countries elect a sin
of a muitiparty system, which is more commonly, Yated with multi-n

e Ananswer using the cultural approach : storically two par

tandscape of both countries and & Swer with each other, with

and outside of election : d largely on the activity of the tw
arrangements | s make no provisions for political parties,
; dtional approach may highlight: in both countries t
 placed to form broad coalitions which encompass a vari
which represent certain political factions.
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Comparative Theories

1. Explain two similarities between Congress and Parliament according to the str

@ Both are bicameral lagislatures, allowing for greater levels of scrutiny in t
in the lower house

8 Both include elected national representatives which give the institutions
and significance

® Both are responsibla for scrutinising and providing a check and balance o
ability for executive overreach

® Both are forums for public debate and discussion to determine the outco
accountable and transparent mannar

2. Explain two similarities between civil rights in the US
s The US Bill of Rights and the UK Human Rigl
speech, assembly and expression
derocratic culture :

® Changing attitud

UK according to t
uisine many sinilar pr
ed within wider societ

Vi rights reflect people’s changing prejudi

recogni i nderstood within society
® rulings in cases of judicial review on civil rights matters
context within which that case is taking place
» ights standards can be notoriously difficult to reverse or alter in bot

more familiar with, and accepting of, sodial norms regarding eguality

3. Explain bwo differences between members of Congress and Parliament accordin
® Merbers of Congress face primaries for reselection as a candidate prior t&
incentive to represent their constituents and demonstrate party loyalty in
contrast, rarely face re-selection after election to Parliament.

e  The separation of powers in the US mean that members of Congress are |
likely to be disciplined by the executive than MPs.

@ in the US, more negotiation and compromise is often required due to the
powers and greater barriers to legislation. This means politicians are reqguiy
MPs, who will usually vote as they are told by their leader.

® Gaining promotion to the cabinet in the UK is far simpler as there is less co
cabinet posts are restricted to legistators, which further disciplines MPs. &

4. Explain two differences between the US president and the UK prime minister a

cubtural approach.

e  The US president has a far greater personal mandate on account of their
and authority in wider society to conduct themselves in office how they s

e The US president also has more constitutional restrictions placed upon th
often reducing their role to more of 3 figurehead than a governor, and m
through their platform and influence on wider society.

® US presidents require a large electoral coalition and will often takeonap
build a social base of support across society. By contrast, prirne ministers
base as they can work their way up through Parliamant instead.

s US presidents will often appoint a cabinet with a widegange of expertise
different backgrounds and social grouping, in etter represent th
their mandate. By contrast, a prime
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s Both use tha
s ST
 countries can result in large discrepancies between vote
ines legitimacy. In 2005, Labour won 55% of seats with only 35%
e Blair Government. In 2016, Bonald Trump won the presidency with a
undermining his credibility. :
® Both countries operate a largaly two-party system in which cooperation beg ‘
debate is highly partisan. :

@ Due to first past the post and a predominately two-party system in both ¢
campaigning in a select few ‘swing seats’ or ‘swing states’ in which small
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6.  Explain two similarities between the US and UK Supreme Courts according to t

® in both countries, Supreme Court justices are independent of the legislat
government to prevent their rulings being unduly influenced by political
@ in both countries, Supreme Court justices cannot gain career advantages

becaussa in the US the job is regarded 1o be for life, while in the UK a retir
® Similarly, Supreme Court justices cannot gain pay advantages in either co
in the US, the Constitution states that the pay of Supreme Court justices
while in the UK salaries are determined in line with judicial consideration
e Judges in both countries must be extremely well qualified and demonstr
considered for the role. This reduces the likelihood of an opportunistic o
Supreme Court.

7. Explain two differences between political parties in the US and UK according t
s In the UK the political traditions of parties have ko hore consistent his
the US. The Labour Party has been a mix g zad soclal democrat
traditionalists and economic liberais als a mix of classical ad
Democrats and Republics g ositions and support base more o
and remain less lar ideologies.
® Primari : itfferant culture in the US, in which challenging i
Sia party’s support has graater influence than in the UK.
oyalty is regarded as of more importance in the political culture of
D can lead to suspension, and party disunity traditionally has greater

® Other political cultures have been represented by third parties in local go
whereas the US is dominated entirely by the two main parties.

tudant produced no material worthy of a mark.
® AOL - Students portray surface knowledge and u
surrounding US and UK politics, with little orno a
Level 1 1-3 ® ADZ2 -~ Students show little or no reasoned compar
theories, making simple links between material an
side of the argument they cannot achieve above a
® AL - Students portray some knowledge and un
surrounding US and UK politics, which are somet
Level 2 4-5 evaiuation. Some relevant general points are ma
® ADZ - Students show some signs of comparatively
making soime relevant links between material and co;
® AQ1 -~ Students portray accurate knowledge and u
surrounding US and UK politics. Knowledge is used
Level 3 7-3 analysis and evaluation. Mostly relevant general p
® AD2 — Studenis show mainly reasoned comparati
theories, making relevant links between material ai
8 ADL - Students portray detailed and accurate kno
and concepts surrounding nd UK politics, whi
relevantly support ar: valuation. Releva
istently good, reasone
edfies, making multiple reascned

Level 4 1012
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tral approach may highlight: the location of so

the ultimate authority compared to parliamentary so

1 whereas in the UK it is uncodified; the US has a clear separat

#es of government whereas in the UK the executive sit in the legisla

e Ananswer using the cultural approach may highlight: in the UK the constit
process rather than a legal document, making constitutional development
changing social attitudes underpin constitutional reform in the UK rather t
series of different national identities and histories add to the complaxity of
the US there is a strong, single national identity underpinned by a single co

& Ananswer using the rational approach may highlight: the president’s po
FM's power is entirely dependent on Parliament; incumbency provides M
demands more party loyalty whereas members of Congress must appeal
resalection in primaries; Supreme Court justices in the US have more po
when reaching rulings than those in the UK.
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.





