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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource is for use with GCSE Eduqgas (C680QS) Media

Studies Component 2A Sitcoms and relates specifically to the Always check the exam board website for new
set products for first assessment from 2024: . . .
information, including changes to the

* Mgdern Fam:ly Serl.es 8, Episode 2 specification and sample assessment material.
®  friends Series 1, Episode 1

Pages from this resource which are relevant to the set products for final assessment in 2023 are available
on the ZigZag Education support files system, which can be accessed via zzed.uk/productsupport

The tests can be used for monitoring the progress of students throughout the course and will help to provide
regular informed feedback on progress and learning for the teacher and students, and for reporting to
parents/carers.

The tests can be used as end-of-topic texts, revision quizzes, exam preparation or homework.

The tests are engaging and help consolidate learning, giving students the opportunity to practise applying their
knowledge. A range of question styles has been used to expose students to different question types and to give
variety in the activities, including practice questions in an exam-style format.

Each topic test uses a range of question styles:

®  Each topic test starts with factual multiple-choice, tick-box and short-answer questions, testing factual
knowledge and key vocabulary. This ensures that core fundamental ideas for each topic are understood by
the student. These questions allow weaker students and students who don’t enjoy extended writing tasks to
test and show their knowledge.

e Questions then increase in difficulty including medium-length knowledge, explanation and analysis
guestions. These are not in exam style, and the purpose of these is to test different elements, knowledge and
skills from the specification in a variety of styles.

® At the end of each topic test there are exam-style questions, requiring longer answers. This helps to prepare
students for what they might meet in the exam, and to test exam skills.

Mark allocations and answers are provided, which are useful for peer- and self-assessment as well as providing
you, as the teacher, an opportunity to assess students’ strengths and weaknesses in order to inform the teaching
and learning process.

Specification overview table
This table can be used to identify which areas you are teaching and select the appropriate topic test to suit your needs.

Tests are all worth 45 marks in total and should take approximately 45 minutes to complete. However, some
tests may take slightly longer, depending on the content covered by the test.

Topic test Topic test title Set Products Total marks
1 Sitcoms — Genre Modern Family Friends 45
2 Sitcoms — Media Language Modern Family Friends 45
3 Sitcoms — Representation Modern Family Friends 45
4 Sitcoms — Industries Modern Family Friends 45
5 Sitcoms — Audiences Modern Family Friends 45
6 Sitcoms — Contexts Modern Family Friends 45
May 2023

Second Edition, May 2023
This resource has been updated in line with specification changes to set products for exams from 2024.

GCSE (9-1) Edugas Media Studies Topic Tests for Component 2A: Modern Family Page 1 of 43 2d Ed. © ZigZag Education, 2023



Students should complete the relevant sections of this grid before and after eve

progress and identify any areas for further study.

Student Progress G

Modern Family
1 Sitcoms — Genre
Friends

M Famil
Sitcoms — Media odern Family

2 Language
guag Friends
; Sitcoms — Modern Family
R i .
epresentation Eriends
Sitcoms — Modern Family
4 .
Industries
Viodern Family
5
Friends
; Sitcoms — Modern Family
Context .
ontexts Friends
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Topic Test L: Sitcoms - Industries

Q1. Choose the most accurate definition of the media term ‘green light’. ——
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a)} Cars can drive forwards

o make a profit
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" An idea for a programme will go into
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d) The production company enjoyed the
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Q2. Fill in the details about the sitcoms.

N
s

a) Which network was Friends first broadcast on in America?

i

o
b) Which channel was Friends first broadcast oninthe UK? ... i
c¢) Name one of the producers/writers of Friends ... o
d) Which channel was Modern Family first broadcast on §\“‘\
in America? . & §
e) Name the parent company for Modern Family = ... \\\\*“‘”‘\\\
Q3. Fill in the gaps in this paragraph with the wo hox. Use the words o \\\\\\\
: Eoa
‘ PG watershed FC Federal Communications R\‘
By
In the | rogrammes are regulated by the a)
age rati "y “b) . In the UK, Friends was given an age
In the UK, television programmes are monitored by d)
ratings by the e) . Modern Family was shown before
UK, Modern Family has an age rating of g) meaning
responsible for their children engaging with the show.
COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED
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Q4. Add the terms in the box to the correct stage of the production process.

Network commissions a pilot Editing Film onset Prepare a pitch

SRR

Hire a show runner Network checks the program e
Network picks up the programme Hire a production team & &
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N
cking the correct boxes. Tick only one box on each | \\
, Modern
Friends ,
Family
Makes a lot of money from official
merchandising
Some unofficial merchandise available,
little official merchandise
_ _ ; COPYRIGHT
Employed A-list stars when it started PROTECTED
Employed mostly unknown actors when 5
it started
Many episodes received over 20 mil

viewers
When it was prodt
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is predominantly available on
subscription services
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Q6. a) Briefly explain why the theme tune of Friends is an example of successt

SRR

b) Briefly explain why prod; ¢ used in Modern Family is an ex:|
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Q7. In what ways are Modern Family and Friends influenced by their context of
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Topic Test 5: Sitcoms - Audiences

Q1. Select the correct definition of the term ‘active audience’.

a) Those who are the main target group for the programme

b} Audience groups who keep fit and 1

¢) Audiences who makz:

ept#and believe in what they see on TV

d) _ Audie:

ot definition of the term ‘passive audience’.

a) Alazy audience group who watch too much TV

b) Audiences who don’t agree with what they watch

d) Audiences who accept and believe in what they see on TV

Q3. Find and correct three errors in this sentence.

Friends is aimed at a cult audience of elderly

gecisions about what they wat

c) Those who are the secondary audience group for the programr

Q4. Select the correct wo

t a broad niche/mass/active audience in order to

b) A J:(ample of this is Modern Family, whose audience was target
the watershed.

c) Modern Family has always been aimed at a wide primary/secondary/ 5

Q5. Tick the five most likely attributes of the typical audience for Modern Fam
briefly explain why you think Modern Family appeals to people with that a

White, middle class beCaUSE .......cccvvieeeeiiiiiiiiieeee e

Well-educated because .................

i'Sentence a true statement about sitc 5
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Q7. Television producers often use psychographics to define their audience. Ch :
below would watch Modern Family [ Friends [ both / neither, and briefly e}

Female because .

young {18-35) because

Q6. Fill in the blanks in this paragraph using the wor ox. Use each wo

L negotiated opposition

a)

«uggests people respond to media product

reading, where they fully accept and und

e people take the c) reading, where t

meaning but don’t fully accept it. Other people may take the d) __

reject the intended meaning or read the text in ways not intended by the p

been done for you.

a) Aspirers like to copy what famous people and celebrities do; they may

Eamily-[ Friends | both [ neither because they like to- see what

b)

c) Explorers like to try out new things and new technologies; they may w
Modern Family [ Friends [ both / neither because ...........cccocevveneenne.

GCSE (9-1) Edugas Media Studies Topic Tests for Component 2A: Modern Family Page 17 o
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d) Succeeders are financially stable, and they like established, reliable br
such as Modern Family [ Friends [/ both / neither because .................

SRR

e) Mainstreamers are happy to do what is popular and what everyone el

and may have financial problems

f) 3
both / neither because .......ccoviiveveeeienen.
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Q8. How does watching sitcoms fulfil an audience’s needs? For each aspect of
gratifications theory, give one way watching sitcoms fulfils the need.
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Q9.

How does Modern Family target, reach and maintain its audience?

seserEarasesercrerenraras st arerErErna Crerererrararercr et et asassstnnsasssasastnns

fesasstyarerecesasrayipronensasaaasssannassanras
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Topic Test 6: Sitcoms - Contexts

Q1. Define the term ‘context’.

Repetition
Stayed the same over time
{seen in a lot of sitcoms)

Circular narrative

Aimed at mass audience

Ensemble cast

d)

Mainly white attractive cast

e)

Filmed in front of a studio
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audience

f)  Narratives deal with everyday

e
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events

g) Laugh track

Men are th

Q3. How have changes in the television industry influenced TV programmes? D

cause, effect and influence.

Cause Effect
Increased number of 1. Similar sitcoms will be
channels commissioned

Digital broadcast and
storage of television
programmes

Sitcoms such as
Friends proved
hugely prafitak

AT

2

More on-demand/box-set
viewing

st channel has a smaller
share of the audience
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Q4. Give an example from the set episode of Modern Family that illustrates the

Value/Message Example from Modern Fg

Being tolerant of
others

Treat others how
you wish to be
treated

Be true to yourself

ABC is a public servin
make inpegativi

!

The ‘new man’: ....ccooeeenne..

Lack OF dIVEISIEY: wuviiiiieies et et e e

GCSE (9-1) Edugas Media Studies Topic Tests for Component 2A: Modern Family Page 21
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Q7. For each context, give an example of how it is shown in Modern Family.

Class SYSTOM .ttt et et bt e e e

SRR
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Family values:.....

P

......... F %
=y
Patriarchy: g
m\\\\‘%
b
........................................................................................................................ R
S

. - =
DIVEISTEY: oot S H

Q8. How far do you think sitcoms are influenced by contexts? In your answer, re:
Family and Friends.
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Topic Test 1: Sitcoms - Genre

Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

Qeé.

Q7.

Qs.

Which is the most accurate definition of the term ‘genre’?

e Whether audiences prefer a comedy or horror or romance
®  The type or style of media product

e  The codes and conventions of the product

What two words is ‘sitcom’ ma

et products for sitcoms [Modern Family, F
) the episode you are studying?

_;‘sisode and series is it?

e Wh&h was it first broadcast?

Answer the quest

Which of these is usually a code/convention of the genre of sitcom?

®*  Murder e  Narratives

e Detectives or police as main characters ordinary ang
e  Home or workplace setting e Narratives

® Llinear narrative events

e  (Circular narrative e  Episodesu

e (Can be filmed in front of a studio audience e  Episodesu

®  Filmed on location e Ensembleca
e Funny/comedy moments ¢ Onemain

Scary/frightening moments

Lock at these examples from Mod
Friends or both sitcoms. T

Thé*éb‘iéode is mainly set at home
The characters wear unusual and amusing clothes

Copy and complete the paragraph below using the terms in the box. Use ea\

need to use every word.

interested repetition variation co

buy bored contexts codes and con;

Genres often change because of changes in the social, a), political or histori -

changes. There will be a lot of ¢} of codes and conventinns of the genre. T
media products. However, there will also be snmass; f}, and new an
introduced. This helps to keep the audi

Every sitcom brings to the genre. For each sitcom [Modern i
' a'new when it was released.
‘The ge! iu‘*‘“ Fsitcom has essentially stayed the same over the years.” How fz
statement? In your answer, refer to the set episode of Modern Family and E

GCSE (9-1) Edugas Media Studies Topic Tests for Component 2A: Modern Family Page 23 o}
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Topic Test 2: Sitcoms - Media Language

Q1. Define the term ‘establishing shot’.

Q2. Is Friends filmed in front of a live studio audience? Answer yes or no.

Q3. Assign the terms in the box to either visual code des or technical ¢

high-angle shot
non-diegetic soun

props
soundtrack

Pro‘bﬁ.s'uggested that most stories have completely different types o
characters are the hero and the donor. The hero is usually on a horse t

achieve something.

Q5. Copy the sentences below and select the correct word to make each sentence &

a) Sitcoms usually have a circular/linear narrative because characters en :
they started.

b) Sitcoms often have a single/multistranded narrative which focuses on

c) Sitcoms usually begin with enigmas/closure and end with enigmas/cl

Q6. Todorov’s narrative theory has three main stages. Put f,
from the episode of Modern Family.

tagesin ordera

Stages:
Resolution

‘her new friend Tom Cameron and Mitchell get t¢

Conniotations of newspapers on the table
¢) Connotations of sitting with feet up

d) Connotations of Ross holding coffee cup and looking down
e) What camera shot is used?

f)  How do visual codes create humour in this scene?

GCSE (9-1) Edugas Media Studies Topic Tests for Component 2A: Modern Family Page 24
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Q8. Look at the image from Modern Family. Add the connotations for each deno
the questions.
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Modern Family Season 8, Episode 2. © ABC, Lloyd-Levitan, Picador 23 I S—

a) Connotations of Alex’s costume - g\‘\\m‘\\\
b) Connotations of Clare’s costume §\\
c) Connotations of Clare’s movements/posture - -

d) Connotations of the setting \

b

#
i,

4

i,

g
e) What camera shotis used? \\ %
. R \ \\QL\
f)  How do visual codes create humo e
-

Q9. Explain how sitcoms u
your answer,

N

510 create meaning. Refer to the set epis:
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Topic Test 3: Sitcoms - Representation

Q1. Match the words with the definitions. —
i @‘
Term Definition o
= S5 g
a) Stereotype 1. chis very differe; 5 \\‘\\\\
: S 4
. k SRR
b) Countertype social groups are repr \§ \§
¢} Representation Vhere certain social groups are not ré g
. . _ gOF &
d) 4. Afixed and sometimes oversimplifie \\\\x\\\\
o

of people § |
e) 5. How media language is used to conve ® T
b4

W\\Y\\\\
kY
B

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

\\\\\\\\\\\

Q2. Copy and complete these sentences with either ‘Friends’ or ‘Modern Family:

a) _ has been accused of under-representation as it features very fe Q %

.. . 8 &

b) __may be seen as feminist as there are as many main female char \,\ \\\\@\
. SR

c) _could be seen as patriarchal as there are fewer female characte —
d) _ uses character archetypes. - &

. e 5 & .

e) _shows more diversity in the characters. i
R

Q3. True or false? & Y

&

a) Representations in the media are important as many people believe wk
b) Representations in the media always reflect reality.

N\\

&

&

\‘ &
i o
\\m@_ﬁb

]
\§ \%

S
gt

Q4. Use the words in the box to copy and compl

L narrative

traditionaE”

o
=

m\\\\\\\&
e

“'éonsidered a) in some ways as it focuses on th
ting a ¢) role as a wife. Instead she tries to support he
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c) Lily’s costume
d) The mural
e) The colour palette
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Q6.

Q7.

Qs.

Qo.

Select the most accurate definition of the term ‘patriarchal’.

a) Where society is organised for the benefit of men rather than women
b) A sexist society

c) Asociety where women are objectified

Lock at the image of Gloria from Modern Family.

For each aspect below, briefly explain how it repr foria in a patriar

R

R

Modern Family Season 8, Episode 2. © ABC, Lloyd-Levitan, Picador 2016

e Choice of actor
e Costume

e  Camerawork

e Dialogue

® Rolein narrativ;

e  Representations of women (e.g. Gloria, Claire, Haley, Alex, Lily)

®  Representations of younger people (e.g. Haley, Alex, Luke, Manny, Lin,%j

e  Representations of older people (e.g. Jay)

How far are representations influenced by contexts? In your answer, refer ti:

Family and Friends.

re conveyed by the representations in Modern Family? Briefly§§
*  ReXw#Chtations of men (e.g. Jay, Phil, Mitchell, Cameron, Luke, Manny:
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Topic Test L: Sitcoms - Industries

SRR

Q1. Choose the most accurate definition of the media term ‘green light’.

WY
war
war

P \
&
oy
S

Cars can drive forwards -
A sitcom is going to make a i
An idea for a programm

o

\k‘é' \\\\
&

\\\\* 3

\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\x

SRR ‘N\\\\\

S

e

(=)

o

Fase

Q2. Answer the quest;om

i
pssess

&

a) s
P
o) N
i H
i o Lo
d) Wh;ch channel was Modern Family first broadcast on in America? g

"
W\\\\\‘%
=
#

e) Name the parent company for Modern Family

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

Q3. Copy and complete the paragraph below with the words in the box. Use the §\ 3
- \\\\m\\\\%
‘ PG watershed OFCOM BBFC Federal Communications \\\
In the USA, television programmes are regulated by the a). They awarded Fi:
UK, Friends was given an age rating of c). \\\\\m\\\
In the UK, television programmes are monitored by d) but DVD releases areig §\\ |
L
Modern Family was shown before the f). In the UK, Modern Family has an a3 \M\
- § %
parents would still need to be responsible for th \ §
: i
Q4. Assign the terms in the box to the ¢ the production process [ s
o 'Q
o \"{S\:\
Network commis diting Filmonset Prepare a pitch \\\\\\\
runner  Network checks the programme matches \
Network picks up the programme  Hire a production team
Q5. For each statement below, say whether it applies to ‘Friends’, ‘Modern Fam
* Makes a lot of money from official merchandising -
e Some unofficial merchandise available, little official merchandise
® Employed A-list stars when it started
® Employed mostly unknown actors when it started
® Many episodes received over 20 million viewers
® When it was produced, there was very little digital technology
® s now available on Netflix COPYRIGHT
e s predominantly available on subscription services PROTECTED
Q6. a) Briefly explain why the theme tune of Friencss : txample of successt.
b) used in Modern family is an ex
- i9
Q7. In what wais 2 ily and Friends influenced by their context of &

Qg

Education
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Topic Test 5: Sitcoms - Audiences

SRR

Q1. Select the correct definition of the term ‘active audience’.
a) Those who are the main target group for the programme

b) Audience groups whao keep fit and take exercise -

c) Audtences who make their own dec&snons about w ot they watch and \R \ \\‘\

d) esnTV St 4
\\\\\\\\\\\\‘Q

Q2. Select the correct definition

gy
b) @-\“Q’\\S}'\\\\\
c) he secondary audience group for the programme & %
g §
d) L's who accept and believe in what they see on TV L N

2l

"
W\\\\\‘%
=
#

Q3. Copy the sentence below and correct three errors.

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

Friends is aimed at a cult audience of elderly people, who are ma \\\\\*
Q4. Copy the sentences below and select the correct word to make each sent
about sitcoms. &\\\m\\\

T
i

#
o
g,

a) Many sitcoms target a broad niche/mass/active audience in order to _
b) A good example of this is Modern Family, whose chosen audience was §

the watershed. \\m\
c) Modern Family has always been aimed at \\\\§
Q5. Select the five most hkely attn*‘ \\\\\i\\x
explain why you thin| e
[ ]
o S o
e Professional occupation / aspiring to be professional because ...
®  Male because ...
e  Female because...
®  Young (18-35) because ...
e  Middle-aged (over 55) because ...
e |ower class because ...
Q6. Copy and complete the paragraph below using the words in the box. Use COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

’7 negotiated reception opposition

n uifferent ways. So
er’s intended meanings.:
yeed meaning but don’t fully accept it.
ntended meaning or read the text in ways né

a) theory suggests people respond to media
where they fully accept and unders
where they may recogni ’
reading, where |

'9

Qg

Education
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Q7. Television producers often use psychographics to define their audience. C
below would watch Modern Family [ Friends [/ both / neither, and briefly
been done for you.

a) Aspirers like to copy what famous people and celebrities do; they ma
Eamily-/ Friends [ beoth [ neither because they like to- see what
and mavy copy Rachel's founous haivstyle.

b) Reformers like to be socially responsible and ghi®igt the world for the £

SRR

\\\\
§
®

o
e

d)

R

e)

i,
. /
Dt

,_famers are happy to do what is popular and what everyone el §\\\
sucﬁ as Modern Family [ Friends [ both / neither because ..

f)  Strugglers find everyday life difficult and may have financial problems
Modern Family [ Friends [ both / neither because ...

2l

"
W\\\\\‘%
=
#

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

FHRE
Fa N
Q8. How does watching sitcoms fulfil an audience’s needs? For each aspect of \\ &
gratifications theory, give one way watching sitcoms fulfils the need. W\\
e |nformation \x\\*“*
®  Entertainment -
e  Companionship "
i
e Identity & \\
Q9. How does Modern Family target, reach and maintain its audience? m\
R 8
\\&\w\*‘
\\\\\\\\\\
%
\\\\\\Q\

PROTECTED

'9

Qg
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Topic Test 6: Sitcoms - Contexts

Q1. Define the term ‘context’.

Q2. Genres change over time, partly because contexts change. But some code
the same. For each code or convention listed below, decide whether it has
(repetition) or whether it has vaned/changed ov
a) Circular narrative
b) Aimed at mass audience
c¢) Ensemble cast
d) Mamly wh;te

“studio audience
s geal with everyday events

g) Lae®rack

h) Men are the main characters

i) Home or workplace setting

Q3. How have changes in the television industry influenced TV programmes? M:
and influence.

Cause Effect
1. Similar sitcoms will be a)

commissioned
Digital broadcast and storage | 2. More on-demand/box-set b)

Increased number of channels

of television programmes viewing
Sitcoms such as Friends 3. Each channel hasasmaller |c)
proved hugely profitable share of the audience

Q4. Give an example from the set episode of M at illustrates th
e Being tolerant of others

Families come in diffe

ABCis a pubhc service / a commercial channel / both a public service and &
make innovative programmes that appeal to minority/mainstream audienc
NBC is a public service / a commercial channel / both a public service and &

make programmes which make a profit / serve the community.

Q6. For each context, give an example of how it is shown in Friends.
Twixter generation
The American dream
Feminism

The ‘new man’
Patriarchy:

Lack of diversity:

Q7. For each context, give an example of h Y ih Modern Family.
e  (lass system
Feminism

Familassa

Q8. How far do you think sitcoms are influenced by contexts? In your answer, re
Family and Friends.
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Answers

Topic Test 1: Sitcoms - Genre

Q1. The type or style of media product {1}

Q2. Situation/situational [1}
and comedy [1]

Q3. [6]

Modern Family

What | ,\ntle of the episode

you are studymg? A Stereotypical Day

Which episode and season is it? Season 8, Episode 2

When was it first broadcast? 2016
Q4. [7]
M Home or workplace setting
M Circular narrative
M cCan be filmed in front of a studio audience
M Funny/comedy moments
M Narratives deal with domestic, personal, ordinary and everyday events
M Episodes usually last for about half an hour
M Ensemble cast
Q5. [10]
Exambple dern Family,
p Friends, or both?
Modern Family Circular nas
r a3 a storyline Modern Family Ensemble
The ch W5 discuss romantic problems | Friends Domestic/.
The eplsode is mainly set at home Modern Family Home or w
The characters wear unusual and . 5
) Friends Funny/cors
amusing clothes
Q6. [7]

a) cultural

b) contexts

c) repetition

d) recognise

e) variation

f)  codes and conventions
g) interested

Q7. Answers such as: [2]
. Modern Family: Mockumentary stvie

of characters
. Friends: ensemble ¢z

on different strands of thé

amily as main relationships / focus on yois
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Qs.

(10]

Each bullet point below may be worth 2 or 3 marks if there is enough explanation
and Modern Family. Answers should also include some justified conclusions about
stayed the same. Answers may include points such as:

Stayed the same:

The ‘situation’ traps or limits the protagonists, e.g. any of the family homes i
and ‘unsuccessful’ life in New York
There is a focus on comedy

A small group of protagonistsin a
A focus on a group of frien;

A focus on ‘lovabla

: ual ensemble
rather than on a family

characters tend to return to the same point in life

Modérn Family has a mockumentary style where the cast break the fourth w

in ‘confessional’ segments on the sofa.

A larger cast in Modern Family could have provided too many narratives for t
character is intrinsically linked through their family tree.

Narratives and representations change in order to reflect changes in the soci
Modern Family highlights increasing variations to the ‘nuclear family’ as well

and age.

Narratives make a return to placing the family at the centre of the comedy ra
of friends or work colleagues.

Friends popularised the ‘ensemble of friends’ model of sitcoms. Prior to this,

many sitcoms, and there was often one lead character; this reflected change

Conclusions

d significantly, or
olitical context

Answers may conclude that sitcoms have or haven’t cha
been introduced due to changes in the social, cultus
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Topic Test 2: Sitcoms - Media Language

Q1. Answers such as: [1] R
e A camera shot which establishes/shows the general location/setting of the sceny i

. e . . i i

* Avery long shot of the outside of a building or a city, used to establish the genes o
2 iy

N

Q2. Yes([1] \\\\\\\@& )
oo
Q3. [10] \§ §
Audio codes S
e  dialogue L

5

i
P

&

®  non-gdiaget!
‘._.. .s.i\\"“\\"\\\
. F \
. L :
=
. . 8
Visual codes . mem—
e costumes e
L4 props 5 M
e setting §\ §
\
o \\N
Technical codes o s
H 2 G
®  high-angle shot 5 \\\\\\\\\\\*\
ey =
L4 editing AR

e  close-up

%

#
i

y

s

Q4. [3]
Propp suggested that most stories have completely-different similow / the sou
main characters are the hero and the denor villauivy The hero is usually on a

‘::}g;\\‘:\\\\

e

) . %
achieve something. i §
\\x\m\\*‘\

’ i B Q‘
a) Sitcoms usually have aci drrative because characters end up in & \\\@\Q
they started, 5 o
b)  Sitcocgmof sisgle/multistranded narrative which focuses on a range | \‘\‘\‘\\\\\

c) Si 3§u’ gin with enigmas/elosure and end with enigmas/closure.

Q6. [6]

1.  Equilibrium — Lily is playing with her new friend Tom.
2.  Disruption — Lily calls Tom a ‘weirdo’.
3 Resolution — Cameron and Mitchell get to the bottom of Lily’s outburst.

Q7. Answers such as: [6]

a) Connotations of wedding dress:
She is getting married

b) Connotations of newspapers on the table:
Intellectual / relaxed / they spend a lot of
time there

¢) Connotations of sitting with feet up:
Relaxed/casual/informal

d) Connotations of Ross holding coffee cup and
looking down:
Depressed/worried/tense

e) What camera shot is useds
Long shot

f)  HOv g

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Friends Season 1, Episode 1 €;
and Warner Bro

; )
eate humour in this scene?
e wedding dress with the casual clothes of the other chara¢}
Sing to see a woman in a wedding dress in a casual coffee shop as it

Qg

Education
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Qs.

Qs.

(8]

Connotations of Alex’s costume:

She is ill / quite childish / conservative pyjamas to match character
Connotations of Claire’s costume:

She is dressed for work / busy, working mum / dark suit connotes
her seniority at work

Connotations of Claire’s movements/posture:
Looking at Luke questioningly / suggesting Alex i
encouraging agreement from Luke
Connotations of the setting:
Typical family home, often
audience as it is aui :

r/

s, relatable to the

X i clearly the focus of the scene and looks frantic although she is cleg
gesture codes connote she is in charge and as Luke and Phil are looking &

U Phil’s slightly bemused facial expression creates humour

®  The setting is quite cluttered, hence the reason for Alex’s outburst, whi

U Claire’s body language connotes her fake surprise at Alex’s behaviour a
family members to think Alex is the ‘bummer’ in the family, not Claire

The short, catchy theme tune is typical of the genre and acts as a support to tk
introduces the members of the family during each beat. The theme tune has n:
also feels like an introduction. The jazz-type music with the drums feels suita
Modern Family is a mockumentary — a subgenre of the sitcom. Therefore, in té
created through the interviews which the characters take part in at points thr¢
reveal themselves honestly, which is often very amusing for the viewer.
A typical sitcom convention to signal comedic scenes 1 audience is the la
a single camera production and not filmed i wn to a live studio:
also adds realism to the show, as itis :
also be argued that moder
Verbal humour is the

L ng and talking to himself, as well as pumme!lmg on the broken doo
the begmmng also Is amusing for the audience.

The diegetic laughter of Claire’s employees which stops promptly whenever
basis for Claire’s quest for the episode.

Alex’s angry outbursts also create humour.
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Topic Test 3: Sitcoms - Representation

Ql. [5] AR

a) 4 d 2 s
b) 1 e 3
o 5 s
2y %\\\\\ ‘3\\\%
Q2. [s] . el
a) Friends i odern Family 5 \\\\\\\\\\\\§
b) Friends e)  Modern Family \\\\\%

SRR ‘N\\\\\

c)  Modern Family

i
pssess

&

R

Q3. [2] P Y
a) Tr 3 3 § §
H R H . . o : RS

b) Fald®epresentations in the media only reflect one version of reality and are;; % F
. 3 b3
of view. \\\\\\\\\\\\\\%
I B
s SRR
Q4. [4] \\\\\\\\\\\\
a) feminist c) traditional §‘ %
. . 3 &
b) narrative d) independent % \§

5 \\\}1‘&:&\

s

Q5. Answers such as the following, with alternative answers accepted if they are approk

a) Cameron and Mitchell’s costume:
Cameron and Mitchell mirror each other in a way as they are
both smartly dressed in shirts. This could be considered a
masculine dress code, but also plays on stereotypes that
people who are gay are very well put together.

b) Cameron and Mitchell’s posture/movements:
Here, stereotypes are subverted in a way. Cameron and
Mitchell are clearly very loving parents and care

-

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\
&

\\\\\\‘&\\

%
b

#

g

4

/5?/‘//4?
K

and so the ideology of the sitcom is porte, “modern \\\\\“\*\
family’ is clearly very successful H——
c) Lily’s costume: \\ﬁ
Lily is stereotyp &5
Modern F¢ \\\\\\Q\

Lloyd-Levitss

steféﬁ't'ilpe of the extrovert or ‘over the top’ gay person. However, it could als:
security of Cameron and Mitchell’s relationship and how comfortable they are;
that Lily is very accepting and supporting of her fathers’ relationship and ident

e) The colour palette: =
The colour palette is soft and feminine, clearly conforming to the gender and

Q6. a)[1]

Q7. Answers such as the following, with alternative answers accepted if
they are appropriately justified [5]

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Choice of actor:
Considerably younger than Jay, slender, Columbian; kaeiy to
be seen as attractive, or even ‘exotic’, by men

Costume:

Tight jeans emphasise her legs, a
hugging it does emphasisg,
and creates ma

ig

Qg

Education

Dialogue:
Despite the stereotype suggesting that she may be fiery and passionate, Gloria is cg
refers to Gloria as ‘my’ wife, indicating possession along with his gestures.
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Qs.

Qo.

Role in narrative: =
Her role in this episode is very stereotyped and satirised as she is mostly concernecﬁ
and clearly has an issue with breaking remotes. This is a very soft, comical narrative§
has a job with power. -

2 marks for each point that is briefly explained. Answers such as: [8}

Representations of men {e.g. Jay, Phil, Mitchell, Came
. Men are dominant as there are a lot more m,
It reflects a patriarchal soc;ety wh

3 represented posntxve!y and in positions of power as Claire clearl
e holds a lot of power. Alex also demonstrates power and control ove
e Although Claire’s dress codes show her as being very professional, Gloria conf:

dressing in a way that clearly shows her figure and beauty
®  There are an equal number of women in supporting roles, showing an increas
society, but traditional stereotypes can still be seen in Gloria and Haley

Representations of younger people (e.g. Haley, Alex, Luke, Manny, Lily, Joe) [2]

. On the whole, the younger generations of the family conform to common st
relate to and find humorous — for example, Luke taking short cuts with his stué

L However, Lily shows a greater level of maturity and understanding when discu
about the mural with her fathers

Representations of older people {e.g. Jay)} [2]

e Jayis the head of the family, which conforms to patrxarchal expectations A:

e However, while he illustrates the fact the older gene re often unwilling
traditional, controversial beliefs, he does expros: s to Mitchell with &
able to grow with changing views and =

marks if there is enough explanation /:
Mily. Answers should also include some justified

Each bullet point be!ow m

However Claire, Alex and Lily show a greater level of control and power Wlthlt
their family, showing a greater lean towards more feminist ideals
e Alexis a key character to the narrative — even though she does not do a one t¢
action within the Dunphy family happens around and to her, showing an incre:
L However, there are still some traditional stereotypes of women that remain
also because of her nationality — she is clearly fiery and has broken many re
stereotyped as ‘dumb’ in that she has lost her job and is trying to hide it.
®  Women also show power even in the minor characters. Though we only see hy
both socially conscious and wanting change within society, and stereotyped i ln
causes Manny’s entire storyline about changing who he is.
e Agood deal of the humour within the episode comes from the male charact
slapstick-style set-ups — for example, Phil being stuck in the closet and satiris
e Jayis clearly representative of society in that he is ve iare of how his act
he still manages to misunderstand and create husiis nce by assuming
e The representations of relationships s nge since Friends, as ther;
and given equal or focal ttme \ . This clearly indicates a differencg
. Friends reflected the , having six white heterosexual characté
inich it was produced.
character was Ross’s wife, who conformed to social sté
‘Ross was foolish for ‘marrying a lesbian’. However, given the fir
" ‘rgued that the show was brave for the time in including a gay cha
across the 10 seasons, and step/same-sex families. Clearly though, Modern
LGBTQ+ in a far more positive way.
. On the whole, representations in Friends have been influenced by contexts, an
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



