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Teacher’s Introduction

This pack is designed to provide handy cover lessons for GCSE {9-1) Edugas {C68005) Media Studies Component
2: Understanding Media Forms and Products, Section A — Sitcoms, specifically the products for assessment from
2024 Modern Fomily and Friends.

Pages from this resource which are relevant to the set products for final assessment in 2023 are available
on the ZigZag Education support files system, which can be accessed via zzed.uk/productsupport

Atotal of 10 cover lessons for Component 2 Section A have been provided.
The lessons are roughly one hour long and are divided into the key concepts with | Always check the exam board
an additional two lessons on context. All of the lesson objectives that are

website for new information,

included follow Bloom's taxonomy to provide structure that supports lower- including changes to the
ability students and pushes those with higher abilities, which are also reflected in | specification and sample
the activities. Extension activities are included for students who need additional assessment material,

work within the lessons.

There are plenty of opportunities within the lessons for discussion and feedback, and answers have been
provided to allow seif-, peer- or teacher-marking of the completed work, whether it is a whole lesson or single
activity being used.

This pack focuses specifically on the set product Modern Family (Season 8, Episode 2: A Stereotypical Day (2016})
throughout, with a mixture of additional products {including Season 1, Episode 1 of Friends} used o provide
students with @ more rounded study of their key concepts. Students should have ideally already watched the set
episodes before you use the cover lessons with your class.

Homewaork tasks are provided for each of the key concepts to support learning outside school,

August 2022

2 edition, August 2022
This resource has been updated in line with specification changes to set products for exams from 2024, Changes have been made throughout.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this rescurce or other Media Studies resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specifica
and peer reviews, oF 0CCasic

11 changes, suggestions from teachers
nal errors reported by customers

Go 1o zzed.uk/freeupdates

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Modern Family Page 10t45  v2 © ZigZag Education, 2022
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) because she is sick, and the ot A

of her fami™™idke advantage of this. uses Alex as support because

frightened of being locked in, having been accidentally locked into o closet at

is trying to steal Alex’s so that he can ¢

open houses.

assignments, get good grades but not put in any of the work. is tir

the boss ail the time, so lets Alex boss her family around ot home so that she do

be the bad guy. . isthe only member of the family trying to get Aie')%

college, because she has lost her iob but wants 1o keep this o secret.

The

wanis to live outside like Mowgli from The Jungle Book,

become o in arder to impress ¢ girl, and is struggling &

television remote bui is trying not to destroy it as she hos so many others befare.%

is the main focus of the fomily for this episode as he is irying to make a good it

the new neighbours across the road after warrying that they will think poorly o

installing new security cameras on the day they move in {even though this is pur

1).
The COPYRIGHT
After feeling so proud that Wiy of her trans friend, PROTECTED
hear her call ki which leads them to question whet

reaily have as accepting as they thought.

ag

Education
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In pairs, create a list of sitcoms. Time yourself and see which pair in your class ca

Looking at the list of sitcoms you have created as a class, create a list of similariti

Family. Examples have been given in the table below to get you started:

of 1

I i -y
Centres around a group of characters ® The characters

e same Tan

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Modern Family

Page
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The unique selling point {USP) of the series, and the thing that makes it different.
aired at the same time, is the fact that all of the characters are related to each o
belong to the same family, ’

Why do you think the producers chose to centre the show around different brané

Even though the characters all stem from the same family, they are differentin
differences could be considered aspects of social or cultural context. Fill in the
examples of context you could be asked about.

Same-sex ra/af[onﬁ/x?oﬁ

i help you expand on the notes you made today. Create a sing
of Modern Family.

Aim to include:

Key characters

Key settings

Air dates and time
Distribution company
Production company
Cast and producers

& & B & & &

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Modern Family Page:
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refer to:
#  Social: Th|s is br

e  Historical: Big historical events are likely to feature in media at the time, o
they have happened.
@ Ppolitical: The party in power, as well as how leaders are perceived, will def:
media is, and what is included within them. :

Although there are many ways to refer to the different make-up of families, the

to Modern Family. Can you match the correct term o the definition and exampl

In this family, the adults both
share the same gender {i.e.
there are two fathers or two
mothers}

e of the adults already
as children. It is also known
as a stepfamily.

This is a traditional family,
made up of a mother, a father
and children,

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Modern Family Page

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Education




it could be argued that the producers were clever in naming the show Modern
represent a lifestyle that audiences were familiar with and could relate to. How
producers also need to keep the show up 1o date in order for the name 1o mak

Take a lpok at the examples from the show below. Can you explain how these r
been done for you to get you started. 5

nist audience.s

R - . . it
USINe. Ss. ﬁ‘*adz%'zona///y

%/zroug/z the male line.

pa%n’am/w/ society yohe

WO}"/é are ,_‘S/EOH//‘? 1.2/‘7(/ 'Z'

Modern Family {(Season 8, Episode 2) @ 20™ Century Fox, 20092020

Cam and Mitchell have &

has a trans friend:

Modern Fumily {Season 8, Episode 2} © 20 Century Fox, 2009-2020  crorxeverserensaiiiinaia i,

jay is concerned about 1'5

received by the new neiy

Modern Family {Season 8, Episode 2} © 20™ Century Fox, 20092020

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Modern Family Pag
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Think back to the contexts within Modern Family that you have learnt so far.

a}

b}

f What is included?

Use the table below to create a comparison to another sitcom. An example
started, but you can also work with a partner or use the Internet if you have

Context in Modern Family Comparis
Ross has multple

~

There are different family set-ups in the X ,
Y & forms a blended

show.
56.a504i.

MNow that you have identified and discussed different aspects of social cont@;

include it in your exam?

Thinking about the following structure may help:

is included? Example from the epi

For example:
There are different family set-ups withi
and Gloria were married bef:

Family Soemms ed in sitcoms such as Friends as Ross has muftiy

2nded family with Rachel in the final season.

/Example from the episode \

. AN /

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Modern Family Page 3
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P M6 b ena e nNE 3 e0 e N s o ANE AN a0 T8 NE O R Eaun s 0eANE S EnaCa N 0Iu 0N B e ansEaNaNE I EnNCa 0N eI aNE B Eaans N0t ErueNEa N taanNEreanrrennareane SEN

D T L TR L D T L L LT T P P P T EET PR PRPPPRPRIP::::

What other aspects of modern society could a

d in Modern Family?.
be prepared to share your answer

Use the bullet points below to record examples of social context within the suppy
that your examples come from the pilot episode only! f

Remember, this is unlikely to be as modern as Modern Family.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ag

Education

This lesson has focused on social context, but remember that you can also comm
political context.

Identify two to four examples of historical and political contexts that may apply to:

3
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” Background:
‘ Ana!ysing media language within moving image / audiovi
analysing it in print (such as magazines, newsp
Component 1. In this lesson you’ll some
and supporting texts for sitco

texts {such as si‘é
you may have d
rmation that you aln

The key term mise en scéne is French and is a really useful way of breaking dows
image text such as a television show or film. Use a French dictionary to work out;
1o look at each individual word rather than the term as a whole. ’

TRIS TEITTN ITEBENS 1ottt e ea et sr e et e sbe s nan e e st et e nes

What aspects of mise en scéne do you think the arrow
labe! the correct parts of the image.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

[

ag

Education

Modern Family {Seasorn 8, Episode 2) © 20 Century Fox, 2008-2020

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Modern Family Page ¥




Maodern Family {Season 8, Episode 2} © 20 Century Fox, 2009-2020

One way that the show sets itself apart from others is that it ‘breaks the fourth v
a}  Canvyoufind a definition for this? Z

B e 4 AU e A A s s e A e s oA u e s P A e AN N A e AL A AL A AN AN A AR I A R AN A AN A A AL AN N AN eA AN AN AL AR AN AN an s Pt ALY AN akea NS

b} What are the advantages and disadvantages of using this?

As you can see from the sc
characters often have mon
sofa, speaking directly to
of address, which makes
talking to the audience t

In this enisode, the Dunp :
with the audie

sunphy family who wé? COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Who is the character we ney

he camera, what would they have revealed?

g
/o9

Education

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Modern Family Pag




Using the internet, see If you can identify any other sitcoms, shows or films tha
break the fourth wall.

The mockumentary style of sitcom is a relatively modern way of presenting the
aired, there were very few shows in this style.

How would you adapt the pilot episode of Friends to fit the mockumentary style%}?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ag

Education
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Despite being produced in 1994, the sitcom Friends has stood the test of time ar
audiences even today due to reruns on popular channels such as E4 and Comedy

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ag

Education
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Using the information gathered and the class feedback from the starter activity,
what is humorous about the first episode of Friends. '

Take a look at the conventions listed below.

a.
b.

Highlight those that are used in UK sitcoms.

Using the UK conventions as a guideline, fill in the empty table with conven
sitcoms made in the USA. You can aiso add vour own observations from youﬁs:s

has been completed for you.

LK Sitcom Conventions

Short series {usually 610 episodes)

H .‘,S?/?‘ll?ua/ 3@% produ :

Regional language and dialects are
often maocked

Mational stereotypes are played upon

The narratives are often believable

Often include stand-up comedians in
‘cameo’ roles

Locations are vague rather than specific

Low-budget productions

The shows maintain longevity, often going
beyond five series

‘Stock’ characters are often used

COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

{.ocation-based filmin

e on roles within

effect )

intertextual references are often used

a9

Laugh tracks are often included 1o mimic an
audience

Education

Limited to one or two writers

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Modern Family
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a}  Working either in pairs or as a class, create a list of British sitcorns that you |

b} Choose one of the sitcoms that you have
Modern Family or Friends. You ¢

€Write a short compa
n the right to help you wit

Do you prefer British or American comedy? Explain your reasoning.

JFBIOI oo ettt ca e creee v aauen cav et 2as snaas asas s esans e as et s aar e e aresat e s a2 as e in s et ane nen s
BECOUSE oottt ettt e s serass e asaasaes st s s e e s ase eaatasessasaus s asasasassaanasesnssasansaasanssans

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Define the term subies how subjectivity might explain the differen

A British sitcom that could be compared to both Modern Family and Friends is M
Use the internet to research the show. Create two PowerPoint slides with the fo}
s Slide 1: My Family :
o Details of the characters
o Some plot points
o Production details {e.g. how long it ran for, production and distributioré
e  Slide 2: How it compares to Modern Family and Friends
o It may be useful to split the slide in two and bullet-point the comparisoy

ag

Education
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Background:

Yo may have already investigated some of the regulat ithin the media En(é
their content, si

Fill in five things that the regulator Ofcom {Office of Communications} would cheg

Regulator: Ofcom
it checks:

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

a9

Education
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Go back through the steps you ordered for Task 1. Using three colours, colour-c
belongs in: '
1. Pre-production
2. Production

3. Post-production

itis hard to ma
j#there is little in t

Some audiences —and comedians — argue that in today’
people are quick to criticise and cancel. This could
audiences to take offence at.

ot episode that audiences could consid

a} Choose an example ¥
examploqtii

b} Do you think that Modern Family Is too safe for audiences? Include an exa
response.

Complete the card to exit the lesson. Note down ¢ st you have learnt

‘Pilot Season’ in the USA is an extremely important part of the production proces
industry as a whole. Create a fact file of what it is and what it involves,
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Background:

d how it is distrit
ireferences at a 1
almost every country ac

The content of a television show will often determine
be completely inappropriate to air a programme
watching; because of this, a watershed tin:»:

part of law, while for others it is an unwri‘é

Some countries have :
: intent can be aired after a particular time {10pm in §

shows with, gasse

However, 5#are other influences on what can be shown. For exampie, sub
cable television can have channels that allow more explicit content.

E Shows
b Modern Family @  Friends 8
Pos MNewsround e  EgstEnders L
P This Morning s Homes Under the Hammer .
Poe 24 Hours in A&E '

AR R R M R A R AR A A I A R RS AR AR AN AR AR G VR MU R R AR AR A A AR WA R AR AR AN AR AR AR WA WA RAR RA R AR MR e aa e s mms R RS
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Each of the distribution methods below is used for Modern Family and Friends a
For each, give three advantages and three disadvantages of using this method.

On TV Hard Copy
feither original air or repeats) {DVDs)
Advantages: Advantages:
& ®

Disadvantages:

Disadvantages:

& (]
& ® b3
@ ® &

s

Many sitcoms use synergy {partnering with different companies to help market

This is often in the form of T-shirts with well-known catchphrases on them. Mar

official websites which is a form of convergence for the sho

ds has a website. W '
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Boross

1 A broadcasting channel such as ABC s considerad a (73

4 When a show creates negative criticism, it creates {11}
5 This term means using multiple platforms to market a product {21)

7 The grganisation that funds a television show is knownasa {6}
& The main phase of making a television series or filmy {10}

9 The technical term for two or more companies working together (7}

11 The technical name for watching a film or television show online. {3}
17 The name given to the list of programmes and adverts a particular channel ha

19 Ofcom is the for television and radio in the UK {9)
Bown
2 10pm in American television scheduling is known asthe {9)

3 Owning merchandise that isn’t online means that the audience own a
6 Putting a show out on DVD or across channels is known as

10 When a television channel chooses to put a show ori air they
12 The channel that distributes Modern Family (3) (3)

13 A major streaming service that can be accessed onlin
14 The place online the audience can go to find
1% The opening episode of a television sk
16 When an audience refuse to

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

5 me and campaign against it, this i
rfilm would be on a {3)

Following the popularity of Friends, a spin-off surrounding Joey’s character was ¢
nowhere near as successful as the original show.
1. Explain why this may have been the case

2. Plan a spin-off show around one of the characters from Modern Fomily. Ex

ag

Education

Design a website for Modern Family. Label your illustration, explaining the chol
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Background:

As you may have found out from your study of Component. i audiances chooss:
in their uses ang

Unscrambile the words below to give the five gratifications of Blumler and Katz’

10 0FBMOINT s
2. nERIBEENDBIOT oo e
3.0 vlaretlablt s
L o] T T o1 E RO ST ORI TORUO ROt
B ntanteemnrig e

So, what keeps audiences coming back to sitcoms? Thinking about Modern Fami
diagram reasons why viewers might choose to watch sitcoms and their repeated
which sitcom each of your points comes from.
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Thinking about the different gratifications, can you find examples from the set e

each of the different gratifications? One has been done for you.

Gratification Example

s / / . | s
Audiences could use the conversation between Jay, L
information advice on how +o deal with sttuations such as their ¢

are. gay or trans - which may be _some/%/zm:j Hie/)/ vill

Talking point

Relatability (to
characters, events,
settings)

Escape (fr§

Entertainment

Some shows, such as Friends, have their episodes played through again after the
is known as repeat broadeasting. This can be very useful for a show to broaden &

Think about the repeats of Friends that are aired on Comedy Central and stream Z
who the audience is for the show for the repeat broadcasts? Cut cut the audien

corract box.

PRIMARY

SECONDARY

! 35-50-year-olds,
: Criginal fans of ths
1 show who watch for
; nostalgia and 1o
3

]

]

i

3

24=40-year-olds,
They are likely to be
a passive audience
who watch the show
1o escape their
daily lives,

relate to the
characters and

S o o e e e o o WA

situgtions.

ot o o o o o e e oo oo o
[ e
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Both Modern Fomily and Friends spanned multiple series over several years. Giv

shows lasted this long.
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“““ Background:

ifinal episode in 2

Annotate the cutline below with words and phrases that describe the target aud
Friends. You could colour-code which words/phrases apply to Modern Family an
you mray find the audiences are very similar! i

COPYRIGHT
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Look at the reasons listed below for the continuing popularity of Friends. Cut ouié
order, showing what you believe to be the most important reasons for the show:

W A R AR AR AR R e e e R R

£
: ‘Friends’ are something thot all audiences can
. relate to,

There are so many characters that they appeal to
different audiences.

o e e o o e e e e =

The show makes
! they o

The situations are relatable to day-to-d
are not out of the ordi

'
. o keep the audience ' ' The show had g
Sklked and interested. : ' Bruce Wi

it's easy waich

The discussion about the show can :
: background or co

span generations.

Although Modern Family has many similarities with Friends, it could be argued t
as Friends. :

Thinking of this, to begin with, look back over the reasons given in Task 1. Highiig%
Modern Family. :

Following this, summarise below the reasons you believe that Modern Family ha
as friends.
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Look at the pictures of the two settings below. One is the Dunphy family’s loungs
other is Monica's apartment in Friends. Explain why the audience would identify:

Modern Family (set), © Modern Family Twitter :
(@i\/lodemFam), 02/04/2020 ...........................................

SRR

Set of Monica Geller's apartment in Friends, Gary Nuil |
NBCU Photo Bank via Getty Images

Create three methods that you could use to increase popularity of Modern Fom
Modern Family and Friends to explain your ideas.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9
a9

Cne of the reasons that Modern Family and Friends may have stood the test of ‘ EdUCG‘tIOﬂ
relatable to a large audience. '

Create a Facebook profile for a new character that you could introduce 1o a Brit
popular, fdentify the show, and justify the choices that vou have made.
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z

Background:
One of the reasons for a successful sitcom is the characters.

twa different categories: those whom we laugh 2
mixture of both to make the show mor

Characters, though, ¢
tales) and iclamgific

¢

oles that characters could fill.

t feature withi
swhom we laugh
0 increase the audience

vased upon Propp’s theory. He studied dify

Propp's Character Types

The Hero
Usually the main choracter who is
sent on a quest fo solve.

The VYillain
The oppusite of the main
character, Usually bad/avil,

The Helper
Acts as o sidekick and helps the
hero to complete the quest.

The Princess/Prize
A person or a prize. The reward
for the hero.

The Donor
Assists th ;
SO

rincess’s Father /
Dispatchar
Gives the hero the quest/reward.

The False Hero
Often mistaken for the hero.
Appears throughout,

Look at the characters from Friends. Draw lines to match each characterto a ch
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Within Friends there are easily recognisable character types. For each of the chat

their character type is and what it involves. One has been done to help you.

As o wisecracker, Chandler
will usually foke o back seat
in discussion to walch what
the others are doing. He

then has the opportunity to
jump into the conversation
with one-line jokes that are

usually sarcastic.

/;handier: The Wisecmake:\‘ / Joey: The Womaniser \\\

/ Phoebe: The Flake \\
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The characters within Friends are designed to represent the types of people that.
either within their own friendship groups or within their wider social circle. Hows

same character types to the characters from Modern Family.

Choose a character from each of the families. For each character, list adjectives
summarise what that representation would do for the audience. One has been

// DUNPHY: Alex

e« Uptight
e Intelligent

80007
g

8 Strong-willed
& Reliable

reates a lot of humour
ict that she knows far more
than the Other characters. She is also
someone that younger female audiences
can aspire to be like. Many clder female
viewers may recognise her traits in

\\iiemseives or their doughters. /
/ PRITCHETT \\\

N

PRITCY
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AYouGov poll in 2018 asked audiences to rank their favourite character from Fris

1. Chandler \\
2. loey Why do you think Chandler is the most popular character? |
3. Phoebe :
4. Rachel

5. Raoss

6. Monica

If you had to rank the characters from Mode
your order be? Record the informati

\ / Justify y

your favourite to yoi.

- AN

Create a class poll. Does your order match with the class? Explain why you think}
as their favourite. :

imagine that you are going to be a character,

oose one of the texts
your character type. :
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Remember that it’s not just characters who could be discussed under represents
of the show. What are suggested by these representations? An example has bee;

Modern Family — lay trying to make a good impression on his neighbour: Jay rep
worry about what their actions might suggest to people from other cultures, ev
jokes that he is an ‘old white mar’, which is a stereotype that the show is trying
also shows that he is trying too hard.

Maodern Family — Cam and Mitchell’s concern about Lily calling Tom a weirdo:

Friends — Rasw®™Deing cut off from her father’s finances: ..o

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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A

R

Background:
uses and gratifi 5
op up in everyd
to situations, character
umour in the similar {obs, styles

Sitcoms provide an ‘escape from daily life’ (Blumler and Kz
audiences to watch and get involved in situatio
this, sitcoms are also able to allow audi
uses and gratifications theory) b
characters they see on

se gratifications, sitcoms are able to have great success &

Use the Venn diagram below to record the aspects of real life that are represents

supporting text.

COPYRIGHT
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With a partner, discuss today’s modern life. Bullet-point the aspects of today’s s¢
in sitcoms. Examples have been given for you. Z

4 Semings N O

Example: a modern secondary schoaol Example: o loud

/
™

_— -

Example: o fitness insiructor Exomple: Brexit

fnt

Remember, the set episode from Modern Family was aired in 2016, whereas the%
aired in 1994, 5

Summarise how ‘modern life’ had changed between the air dates of the two sitc},;;

B a3 ua s e s Eanununsaea s e nEanunNnu I us E2EaE N MR N O En P28 2 e E I E KON NN E AL 3K E N NN L O EA N 2N £ £ N O RE KN NNSa K e EAENDNA DR E e ERENR YD s KD L

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Modern Family Pagé

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

‘ Edﬁc

ag

ation




Each of the different situations below has been taken from the set episode of M
2). For each situation, evaluate whether or not it is a successful representation (g
true to the idea that sitcoms represent real life}. Remember to justify your ideas.

Phil is terrified of being locked inside | Suce
Justification:

B

Gloria has etelevision remotes

Iustificatic

Succes

Manny wants to become a communist

Justification:

On the exit ticket below, explain how you can use the knowledge you have gain
how could you use it in your exam?),
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In Friends, one of the first things the audiences learn about Ross is that his wife k
lesbian. At the time, LGBTQ+ relationships were very rarely shown on television. |

Using the internet to help you, create a timeline of sitcoms to show how far reph
{such as LGBT(#+) have developed. Use Friends as your starting point and make 5§
on your timeline. 5

Choose a sitcom other than Modern Fam
Record your findings as a spider ¢!

_ id investigate the repres
ent to the rest of the class. :

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Starter: Summarising the Episode
The show centres arcund three branches of the same family. In this episode:

The Bunphys

Alexis home from college (university} because she is sick, and the other members
Phil uses Alex as support because he is frightened of being locked in, having been a
one of his open houses. Luke is trying to steal Alex’s laptop so that he can copy her
not put in any of the work. Claire is tired of being the boss :
that she doesn’t have to be the bad guy. Haley is th
because she has lost her job but wants to '

The Pritchetts

Joe wants to live outside: #irom The Jungle Book, Manny is trying to bec
WG ggling with the television remote but is trying not t
_ s the main focus of the family for this episode as he trying to m

neighbours a®Ss the road after worrying that they will think poorly of him for insta:

day they move in (even though this is purely a coincidence!).

The Tucker-Pritchetis
After feeling so proud that Lily is accepting of her trans friend, Cam and Mitchell hea
them to question whether they really have raised her to be as accepting as they thou

Task 1: Sitcoms

Answers can include but are not limited to:

®  The Office ®  Friday Night Dinner
e  The inbetweeners «  The Big Bang Theory

Task 2: Comparing Sitcoms
Answers may include:

#  Centres around a group of characters

¢ Recognisable locations part of +

e  Characters are often stereotyped 2 Some site

s The clothing, situations and characters are often overarchi
exaggerated stand-alo

e  The protagonists portray a variety of character types e The ages

®  Play on words and suggestive language are often o Thetarge
included different

Task 3: The Focus of the Series
Example paragraph:

The producers may have chos
huge audience and ther
beliefs and [N

ecause everyone has a family. This
he show more popular. However, eac
otiid help to draw in more specific groups to the s

Other reascz 8 d include but are not limited to:

e  Gives a relaxed atmosphere

e Makes the humour universal

#  There is less backstory for the audience to understand or figure out

Finale: Other Contexts

Answers could include but are not limited to:

e  Same-sex relationships ® Race ®
&  Adoption s Age differences

»  Tolerance

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Modern Family
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Starter: Types of Family A
»  Nuclear: This is a traditional family, made up of a mother, a father and child
e  Blended: This kind of family is when at least one of the adults already has ch
stepfamily. For example, the Pritchetts,
8  Same-sex: In this family, the adults both share the same gender (i.e. there a;
For example, the Tucker-Pritchetts.

Task 1: Making Modern Family Modern :
Claire is running the family business: Claire would appeal minist audiences
business. Traditionally this would be passed dow male fine. This shg
society where women'’s talents and hard w . ¥n and treated as equally

ghter, who also has a trans friend: Mods
. s a more open, discussed method of creating:
There are &f & boos around adopting a child with a different culture fror:
It is also far Xy normalised for people within modern society to respect the ge:
to use and the genders they identify as. Z

Cam and Mitchell have
inclusivity and

X

Jay is concerned about how his actions are being received by the new neighbo
that modern society is increasingly aware of. People are also more considerate a
received by others, rather than simply what the intentions of the actions were.

Task 2: Comparing Contexts
Answers could include but are not limited to:

Context in Modern Family Comparison wi

There are different family set-ups in the Ross has mu/"i*{p/a divorces +F
show. blended famz/y with Rackel in

Army and Bernadette in The 8i
s intelligence and have high-po
shown as a stereotype {‘ditzy’
Men (Phil} are shown as being more Barney in How | Met Your Mo
sensitive. Phil. He is more concerned wi
1D in Scrubs often turns to his
acceptable.

Women are shown as more powerful
and intelligent.

Jay is afraid of offending his neighbours.

Extension: The Supporting Text

Answers could include but are not limited to:
2  loeyis a womaniser
Rachel’s wealth has made h
Paul the Wine Guy
Ross’s ;g Q
Phoeb,b

"‘hne to seduce Monica

® & & &

piritual
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Starter: Mise en Scéne

s Setting
¢ In
#  Staging

Task 1: Mise en Scéne in Action

Costume/make-up

Lighting

Modern Fomily (Season 8, Episode 2} © 20% Century Fox, 2009-2020

Task 2: Breaking the Fourth Wall
a}  Where the characters break away from the action/story and talk directly to
b}  Answers can include but are not limited to:

s Makes the audience feel more connected to the e Pauses the;
show. flow of the§

¢ Puts the audience in a more privileged position » Canmake i
—they know the thoughts and feelings of some ¢ Some audis
characters that others do not. document

s Provides a different experience from other Z
sitcoms.

Task 3: Mockumentaries
We never hear from Alex.
She could have revealed:
How she was feeling
What she was worried about missing
How she felt about her fami

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Finale: Other Examples
Answers could include but are not limited to:

ag

e How [ Met Your Mother E dUCG tIOﬂ
e  The Office Z '

s  Glee (some episodes)

»  Deadpool

&  Ferris Bueller’'s Day Off
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Starter: Friends
Answers may include but are not imited to:

Characters

¢ Joey e  Ross

e  Chandler ® Monica

Piot

® Rachel/Ross’s romance e  loey’s career
«  Monica’s weight e Phoebe's back
Settings

#  Monica’s/Joey’s apartment Ceniral Perk ¢

Task 1: The Pilot
One aspect of the pilof
she has a hige ¥R

Ovous is the fact that Rachel has left her fiancé a
: nd Ross, and the beginning of their relationship is r
comes fromg ‘hdse wife has divorced him after revealing that she is a lesbian.
which mean the audience are often laughing at him. Finally, Monica’s one-nig
provides humour as Monica realises he has tricked her.

Task 2: Sitcom Conventions

UK Sitcom Conventions amer

Short series {usually 6-10 episodes) National stereo

Regional language and dialects are often mocked High-budget pr

. Sitcoms cover a
National stereotypes are played upon far as 10

The narratives are often believable ‘Stock’ charact
Sets are often b
than baing on |

Often include stand-up comedians in ‘camed’ roles

Locations are vague rather than specific ‘Stock’ charact
. Well-known ac
Low-budget productions e 2 o
sitcoms
The shows maintain longevity, often going beyond five Costurnes are 0
series effect
‘Stock’ characters are often used Intertextual ref
. - Laugh tracks ar
Location-based filming g
audience

Well-known actors often take on roles within

the sitcom

Costumes are often exaggerated for comedic effect
intertextual references are often used
Laugh tracks are often included to mimic
an audience

Lirnited to one or two writers

Task 3: Comparing

Rers e Outnumbered
s Friday Night Dinner e Misfits
&  Man Like Mobeen s  The Office

Extension: Subjectivity

Definition: an understanding that is influenced by personal feelings or beliefs.

This could explain the differences between UK and US sitcoms as the general Hifesty
the USA are different. For example, there is a larger emphasis on getting together foy
the UK, which is why a coffee shop may be used as a setting in Friends.
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Starter: The Regulator

The regulator is: Ofcom

It checks the following {answers are not limited to}):

1. Misleading comments or suggestions

Age-appropriate content

Use of children in television shows

Avoid glamorising behaviours such as drug-taking / illegal activity
Appropriate air times of shows

Wk Wy

Tasks 1 and 2: The Production Process and Sta
Key: Pre-production, Production, Post-prod::
1. The production company wil

Z.
and pd ] n processes are then determined.

3. Ashowy ir is hired to ensure that the plans are stuck to as clasely as

4. Filming begins. This may be shot on location (for which permits wifl need t
studio, which allows a live audience to watch.

5. While the show is heing produced, o team will be marketing it to help mok

&, Editing takes place in post-production before it goes on air.

7. Buring post-production the production company and studio will approach
broadcast it and when,

8.  The network will give the show a final check before it is released, 10 ensur

and sponsorship it may have as well as other shows either side of it

Task 3: Making Comedy ‘Safe’
a}  Examples could include:

&  Stereptyping lesbians
Stereotyping Rachel as “ditzy’ or ‘dumb’
Emphasising wealth and working for your success
Sexualising women
Phoebe being overly spiritual

@ 2 B8 8

These may have been included to:

e Satirise {make fun of} people who legitimise these stereotypes
e  Normalise ‘taboo’ issues in society

e«  Represent alternative groups or beliefs in society

b} Arguments in agreement:
&  There is such a broad rang
s  The jokes and humo
®  Thereislitt

s@ons, is it really realistic?
e audience

sagreeing:
Y6 are elements of satire — such as Jay worrying about how he will b
¢ There ars still stersotypes within the show {such as Cam and Mitchel}
s Alernative representations are still included in the show 5
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Starter: Investigating the Watershed
Pre-watershed:
¢  Friends

*  BBC News
»  Newsround

Post-watershed:
¢  Game of Thrones

Task 2: How to View

¢  FostEnders
¢  Modern Family
®  Homes under the Hammer

) 24 Hours in A&E

OnTV
{aither original air or repeats}
Advantages:
®

demographic
¢  Provides nostalgia {if a repeat
episode)

Disadvantages:

s  [f the audience miss an
episode they may stop
watching the show

e Limits the audience who can
watch the show

=  Has to abide by
regulator rules

“ Advantages:

e The audience can waich
whenever they want to

e  The content can be expanded,
and special features can be
included

e The demographic get to own a
piece of merchandise as well
as watch the show.

Disadvantages:

#  Canbecostlyifitis along-
running show

® DYDs are becoming more
ohsolete with the increase in
technology

e Limits viewing to the home

Finale: Crossword

] N 2W ol vl 3 » Task 3: Con
Answers cou
o 2 2 ¢  The sho
Gy Of N TE RY Of Vi Bl R 8 Y time.
E D e Thecon
- R c appropr
D S| T{ Ul D ) can view
f H P ¢  Website
“sivinlElRlGl Yl | Y rerain
T D ¢ Thesho
R Rl E|l"Al M| 1|"N| G making
a ! o) B E i
Bl P E c A T Extension:
U | 5 A 5 - Reasons why
17 18 Friends coul
Ty Ef L] Ef vi 11 Sf 1] OfF Nf 8§ Cf HY Ef Dy Uf L E .
¢  Theinte
i O J £ a Y E in Frien
O T ek, ; S B X e italiena
N RY{ Ef G Ul L A TI O R Joey’s c
e  Thesto
because
the focy
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Starter: Anagrams
s information »  relatability
& talking point e  escape

Task 1: Common Themes

Answers may include but are not limited to:
&  Relatable characters.

¢  Recognisable locations.

#  The recognisable situations provide humour.

»  The weekly release dates give the audience tcilook forward to. |
e  Sitcoms can be on in the backgroun dience are getting on with
e  Humour makes people f : audience are more likely to want to:
e  Satirical comedy h e to have a common talking point. :
Task 2: Fin

Answers ma

Geatification Example

Audiences could wse the comersation between Jay, Com an

information advice on how to deal with situations such as their chid &

qay or trans = which may be something they will experenc
lay’s predicament on how he is coming across to his neighbg
on whether he should worry or whether he is trying too har

Talking point

Relatability {to
characters, The different family set-ups within the show appealto a bro
events, settings)
Escape {from Audiences from the UK would view this as escapism, but als
daily life} to the family on the screen and not their own.
Entertainment | Gloria’s issue with the TV remote, or the way that the Dunp

Task 3: Repeat Programming

e PRIMARY: 18-34-year-old females. They are C1~-D on the ABCI system, and v

e  SECONDARY.: 24-40-vear-olds. They are likely to be a passive audience whoj
daily lives,

&  TERTIARY: 35-50-year-olds. Original fans of the show who watch for nostaig%
and situations.

Finale: Longevity

Reasons could include:

&  The audiences are broad and large.
¢  The humour is less offensive an g to audiences.
¢ There are many chara aly > show relatable.

s The wider cettin: bW are relatable and recognisable.

Extension: fa&ext and Audience

{deas could include:

e  Relationships {between family, friends or romantically}
Gender roles and equality

Representation of minority groups

What is socially acceptable today compared to previously
The level of disposable income

Influence of technology and social media

® & ® & B
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Starter: Audience Profile
Answers could include but are not limited to:

e Age 20-40
®  Wealthy
*  Women
s  Mothers
¢  Families

Task 1: Why So Popular?
There is no one correct answer for this task as it is de

enerate discussic

Task 2: Investigating The IT Crowd
The following reasons are simitiz:s
‘Friends’ _(Faml

odern Family and Friends

g that all audiences can relate to

_ énaracters that they appeal to different audiences. :
. K are relatable to day-to-day life and are not out ¢f the Ordmar;

The humour is not specific to a particular time or audience

The show makes the audience feel included, like they are part of the story.

It's easy watching. You can have it on in the background or concentrate on

& @ ® B3 B8 @

Reasons why Moadern Family was not as popular as Friends could include:
e  The families seem more affluent and this could alienate the audience.
¢ Younger audiences would struggle to identify with the family aspect.
s  Some characters and situations were more exaggerated and stereotyped thi
®»  The humour is safer and more predictable. :

Finale: Settings and Audience
Answers could include:

¢  Weicoming colours

®»  Comfy furniture

e Personalised itemns / knick-knacks
®  Recognisable furnishings

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Starter: Matching Propp's Characters
There is room for discussion with this activity, but the answer could follow this

Propp’s Character Types

The Haro
Usually the main character who is
sent on a quest to solve.

The Villain
The opposite of the main characte
Usually bad/evi :

nd helps the
'6 complete the quest.

The Princess/Prize
A person or a prize. The reward for
the hero.

The Donor
Assists the hero by giving them
something to help their quest.

The Princess’s Futher / Dispaicher
Gives the hero the quest/reward.

The False Hero
Often mistaken for the hero.
Appears throughout.

Task 1: Character Types

@

Chandler: The Wisecracker

As a wisecracker, Chandler will usually take a back seat in discussion to wate
then has the opportunity to jump into the conversation with one-line jokes &

loey: The Womaniser

loey is a stereotypical male. He is very confident of
gpportunity as a chance to flirt and find a new.¢,

Ross: The Cynic
Ross is overly emotional a

Phoebeg The Flake

Phoebe is very spiritual and moves from idea to idea very quickly. She often%
happy-go-lucky and this attitude can be influential over the other friends. §

often believing what she is told.
Rachel: The Spoilt Brat

Rachel hasn't had to support herself at all. She has no social awareness an
simple tasks that the other friends will have been doing for g long time beca
them for herself. Shopaholic with no knowledge of the value of money.

:‘ charge in a situation. She cannot handle being incorrect an

If and his ability tc:
artner. Less likely ¢
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Task 2: Characters in Modern Family ;
Students should be credited for any description that they can justify with exampx}a

Task 3: Popularity of Characters :
Chandler is likely to be a popular character because his sarcasm creates a lot of
awkward situations arise around him, as he comments on society rather than ge
way that the audience comment.

Extension: Representing Storylines

Modern Family — Jay trying to make a good impression on his neighbour: lay rep
worry about what their actions might suggest to people from other cultures, eve
jokes that he is an ‘old white man’, which is a stereoty: e show is trying 3
also shows that he is trying too hard. E

Modern Family — Cam and Mi
considered stereotypes,d:

about Lily calling Tom a weirdo: Ait
g en the mural that they have painted on Li
hey have educated Lily shows that she is considez@;

% different from her. She is also shown to have high emotionak
how painting®ver the mural may affect her fathers.

friends — Rachel being cut off from her father’s finances: This is a very sterasotyp
satirised. It could be making fun of certain types of audiences within America, su
less refatable in a modern time and to a modern audience who are likely to be a

COPYRIGHT
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Starter: Real Life
Answers could include but are not limited to:
e  Modern Fomily
o Worrying about how you are perceived
o Hiding secrets from your family
o Taking the easy way out
&  Friends
o Working together as a team
Colleagues as friends
Becoming independent
o Moving on to a new relationship
o Being tricked in relationshi :

O

Task 1: Modern Life
Answers could include but are not limited to:
&  Settings
o  Acrowded, horing workplace
o A small office
o Alocal shop
o A well-known restaurant
e  Personalities
o A nosey neighbour
o A suspicious store owner
o Anangry drunk
o Aprankster

*  Careers
o Waiter/waitress
o  Cashier
o Pawnbroker
o Teacher

o Emergency services

& Interests/Events
o Feminism
o Sport —football/rugby
o Animals (primarily dogs)
o Campaigner

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

and reiationshlps are more fluid. Furthermore, traditional stereotypes are no o
society; a greater emphasis is placed on women’s equality in all aspects of societ
fast-paced. People work longer hours to make as much or just over what was mz
has increased,
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Task 3: The Modern Fomily Representation

e  Phil is terrified of being locked inside UNSUCCESSFUL

o It's natural for people to experience claustrophobia and fear anxigty at be

traumatic events. However, Phil was only missing for 18 hours, and, even 1}

would have realised he wasn't there and rescued him. ‘

e Gloria has destroyed multiple TV remotes UNSUCCESSFUL :

o  This is a complete exaggeration of a feisty Colombian woman. Yes, pec&E

remote doesn’t work, but this humour is overly emphasised and exagge

o Manny wants to be a communist SUCCESSFUL
o Many people choose to do things in order to please a person that they

is unlikely that communism is something they would dabble with, but ¢

common when trying to impress someone '

Extension: Critical Representati
Answers could include the fo ‘

My Family (2000-2011)
Giee (2009-2015)

Modern Family {2009+}
Brookiyn Nine-Ning {2013+}

® & & & ® B

&
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