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Teacher’s Introduction

This pack is designed to provide handy cover lessons for GCSE {9-1) Edugas {C68005) Media Studies Component
2: Understanding Media Forms and Products, Section A — Sitcoms, specifically the products for assessment from
2024: Man Like Moheen and Friends.

Pages from this resource which are relevant to the set products for final assessment in 2023 are available
on the ZigZag Education support files system, which can be accessed via zzed.uk/productsupport

N

Atotal of 10 cover lessons for Component 2 Section A have been provided. The
lessons are roughly one hour long and are divided into the key concepts with an
additional two lessons on context. All of the lesson objectives that are included
follow Bloom’s taxonomy to provide structure that supports lower-ability
students and pushes those with higher abilities, which are also reflected in the
activities. Extension activities are included for students who need additional
work within the lessons.

website for new information,
including changes to the
speacification and sampls
assessment material,

There are plenty of opportunities within the lessons for discussion and feedback, and answers have been
provided to allow seif-, peer- or teacher-marking of the completed work, whether it is a whole lesson or single
activity being used.

This pack focuses specifically on Man Like Mobeen (Series 1, Episode 2: Wifey Riddim {2019} throughout, with a
mixture of additional products {including Season 1, Episode 1 of Friends} used to provide students with a more
rounded study of their key concepts. Students should have ideally already watched the set episodes before you
use the cover lessons with your class.

Homewaork tasks are provided for each of the key concepts to support learning outside school.

August 2022

2 edition, August 2022
This resource has been updated in line with specification changes to set products for exams from 2024, Changes have been made throughout.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this rescurce or other Media Studies resources your school has
purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from miner specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go 1o zzed.uk/freeupdates
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is suspended for fighting.

was that of a big brother and not of ¢

farriage might be the answer. After picking up a magazine for h

Mobeen begins 1o reflect on what he is

that she might be missing out life

where he speaks to his uncles, who jokingly sugg A

her. He tries to speak to her

children. His friends are on the situation, but Mobeen agrees to ir

marricge anyway. He talks to his . who arranges o meeting with o

about his attempted arranged marriage and talls him thot she doesn’t need o

In pairs, create a list of sitcoms. Time yourself and see which pair in your class ¢

that parents would normally ?euch%

their mosque whose daughter may be _ but at the last minute his un
drop out, leaving Mobeen to face the meeting withhis . The meeﬁng;

onddescendsinte . The episode is resolved when Aqgmé

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen
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Looking at the list of sitcoms you have created as a class, create a list of similarit
Mobeen. Exarnples have been given in the table below to get you started:

uC’J’?‘g’?”?/S QV‘O{AMC{ a (JJI’"OLA/D of characters

® The characters

specific socal or:

An interesting aspect to Man Like Mobeen is the fact that the writer — Guz Khan
and a former teacher. Can you find a specific example from the episade that com
and is designed to make people laugh, and one that comes from his tirme as a teg

educational?

Comedy: v,

F
Education: §

Arranged marriages are not something that are common 1o every audience, Exp
decided to include this so early in the show’s first season.

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen Pag
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Use the internet to help you expand on the notes you made today. Create a sin
the set episode of Man Like Mobeen. '
Alm to include:

¢ Key charactars
Key settings

Air dates and time
Distribution company
Production company
Cast and producers

® & & & ¥

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen Pa
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Different social groups have always be
often overly stereotyped. Moder

but is often thought of as being more impoverished compared to cities such as

Birmingham and the Black Country are also thought of as being less intelligent
north of the UK. These negative associations may be something that Guz Khan §
combat.

The producers would have been aware that wider audiences are unlikely to be Er
reference within the show. However, it is important that you understand the epzxts
learn more about other groups within society. '

Add to the spider diagram with elements from the episode that you didn't fully L
included to get you started. .

Armnged marriage

Wifey

Riddim

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen Pag
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The episode centres on Mobeen beginning the process of an arranged marriage.
has often created divisive and polarising attitudes and responses. Again, it is likel
teacher) is focusing on this topic to educate audiences and break down a long-sta
as well as including something that some viewers may be familiar with. Z

Look at the table below. Use the left side to record any stereotypes or negative E
regard to arranged marriage. Then, think about how the show challenges these. ¢
you. :

Stereotypes Represenis

L . The parests may
The marriage is decided by the pa ’ /

bride and groom irtroduction, but e

the marn'acj)a i

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

MNow that you have identifis assed different aspects of social and cuitu

can you inclugass: ir

Thinking a following structure may help:

a9

Education

For example: E
Guz Khan has based the show on an Asian culture; this can be seen through one
of Mobeen’s mosque. This may hove been included to tackie the under-represents

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen  Pag




mainstream medio. it also helps to connect audiences to the show as there will b*
the characters and settings that are featured. 5

Use the boxes below to record your own examples before writing it up into a shay

/ What is included? \\ cxamp!e from the episod;\

As mentioned in the background to this lesson, there are other elements of saci:%
included in the episode. :

Complete the Venn diagram below by adding other contextual references from tf
given for you. ‘

Mobeen raising Agsa alone

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen  Pa
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If you couid choose to include any other under-represented social group to featné
choose and why?

SOCIAEBIOUDRT wooervctier e eeees e aeen et sss e a s e as s sse s e e ansn s sssarerass e e eseseesassese s eae s

JUSHRICAEIONT oo e

agram below by noting down characters or sitcoms that
show comm3cs and cultures that have been under-represented. An example

- . - . ; , ,
Sheldon Cocper (The Big Bang Theond - Neurodivergent
¢ 4 ¥

A .

",

Create a list of three under-represented social, cultural or historical issues that hy
sitcoms but which could be seen in sitcoms in the future. -

RS

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen  Pagé:

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ag

Education




Background:

Ana!ysing media language within moving image / audiovi

analysing it in print (such as magazines, news
Component 1. In this lesson you'll re
and supporting texts for sitcom

you may have
information that you a

to look at each individual word rather than the term as a whole.

Mise en scene

texts {such as sit

The key term mise en scéne is French and is a really useful way of breaking dowsg
image text such as a television show or film. Use a French dictionary to work out;

What aspects of mise en scéne do you think the arro
labe! the correct parts of the image.

SRR

Man Like Mobeen {Season 1, Episode 2) © Cave Bear Productions / Tiger Aspect Productions,

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen  Pa
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For each of the elements listed below, explain why each of the aspects to mise &
what they might tell/show the audience. 5

L T T U

0 8380 €38 8 E2 080808082 E2ESE R 0RO O0R IS0 K> EIESE RO ROBO SIS P EDEDEEOBOBOB 82 EDESNE SO O0BO8 2RO EIEDEN DS ORORDE I EIEBEIEROSOBORDEIEIERE OB ONO ST KD NS

LIghEINg e

Costume/makge

O 382 €288 Ca0RUAGRORI A0 AT AURORIRIEIEICAL AT AGNDEIRIEICICAURORGRIEIEICACRCRONORINTEIEICAURCRONORIEIEACICRURORORDRIEICACRORONT RS

08380 €38 8 E2 080808080 E2ESE R 0RO ORI8O0 KD EIESE SO ROBO SIS P EDEDE S OB OROB O8I EDENE SO O0S 082 EIEDEI SO0 0808080 EIEFEICNOPON0E0EIEIEIESDE O N0 S E D NSA

O 382 €288 Ca0RUAGRORI A0 AT AURORIRIEIEICAL AT AGNDEIRIEICICAURORGRIEIEICACRCRONORINTEIEICAURCRONORIEIEACICRURORORDRIEICACRORONT RS

O 382 €288 Ca0RUAGRORI A0 AT AURORIRIEIEICAL AT AGNDEIRIEICICAURORGRIEIEICACRCRONORINTEIEICAURCRONORIEIEACICRURORORDRIEICACRORONT RS
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Man Like Mobeen (Season 1, Episode 2} © Cave Bear Productions / Tiger Aspect Productions, 2017

it is not only the staging and set-up of what you see in the episode that is impo

impact on the way you respond. Different camera angles create different effects;

one scene moves to another),

a. Labslthe camera shots below using the terms in the grey box.

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen  Pagé
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c. There are many transitions and camera movements within the episode. Tw
effect do you think each transition creates? Make notes below each examp

Split screen: ...

Man Like Mobeen {Season 1, Episode 2) © Cave Bear Productions / Tiger Aspect Productions, 2017

sovermnents that a

3. The camerais in front of, or behind the character {or action) and moves wi

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen  Pa
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Take a look at the images below; they have been taken from a key scene in the set.
arranged marriage meeting. Z

Analyse the media language in the images below. You can begin by annotating

Your analysis should be 1-2 paragraphs long. An example has been given to get
or continue on o the second image. :

The 56‘[‘{7779 (s generic and e;oui

\\ UK, makmg it more relatable o

own, ik kes bum seem (s

5 the audience +o Sy

v}
to maoke the setting more aw

Man Like Mobeen (Season 1, Episode 2) © Cave Bear
Proguctions / Tiger Aspect Productions, 2017

Man Like Mobeen {Season 1, Episode 2} © Cave Bear
Productions / Tiger Aspect Productiors, 2017

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen  Pa
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Background:

Some of the more famous and widely known sitcoms — as your supportmgé

COPYRIGHT
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Education
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Using the information gathered and the class feedback from the starter activity,
what is humorous about the first episode of Friends. '

Take a look at the conventions listed below.

a. Highlight those that are used in UK sitcoms. :

b.  Using the UK conventions as a guideline, fill in the empty table with convent
sitcoms made in the USA. You can aiso add vour own observations from yOL{s:;
has been completed for you. E

UK Sitcom Conventions America

Short series {usually 610 episodes) High-budget produc,

Regional language and dialects are
often maocked

Mational stereotypes are played upon

The narratives are often believable

Often include stand-up comedians in
‘cameo’ roles

Locations are vague rather than specific

Low-budget productions

The shows maintain longevity, often going
beyond five series

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

‘Stock’ characters are often used

{.ocation-based filmin

e on roles within

effect )

intertextual references are often used

yole!
Laugh tracks are often included 1o mimic an EdUCG‘tIOﬂ
audience f ‘

Limited to one or two writers

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 2A: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen




Evaluate both the set episode of Man Like Mobeen and the pilot of Friends. Expl
media language that is used in each and give an evaluative cormment about how:
successtul each episode is, Z

Man Like Mobeen

t of your main text {

Use the tweet bubble below to directly com

text {Friends). Remember no mo acters!

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen  Pag
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SETTING

HARACTERS

COPYRIGHT
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Background:

Yo may have already investigated some of the regulat ithin the media En(é
their content, si

Fill in five things that the regulator Ofcom {Office of Communications} would cheg

Regulator: Ofcom
it checks:
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Go back through the steps you ordered for Task 1. Using three colours, colour-co
belongs in: Z
1. Pre-production
2. Production

3. Post-production

e Mobeen makes a

Today Llearnt: ..o e 8 e ee s s e e e er s

‘Pilot Season” in the USA is an extremely important part of the production proce
industry as a whole, Create a fact file of what it is and what it involves. ’
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The content of a television show will often determine

Background: |
:and how it is distris

sreferences at a ti

almost every country ac

be completely inappropriate to air a programme
watching; because of this, a watershed tin:»:

part of law, while for others it is an unwri‘é

Some countries have :
: nient can be aired after a particular time {Spim in tE'

shows with, gasse

However, 5 are other influences on what can be shown. For exampie, sub
have channels that allow more explicit content.

P L L s

Shows 5
s Man Like Mobeen e Friends s
s Newsround e FastEnders .
e This Morning &  Homes Under the Hammer ?

e 24 Hours in A&E

AR R R M R A R AR A A I A R RS AR AR AN AR AR G VR MU R R AR AR A A AR WA R AR AR AN AR AR AR WA WA RAR RA R AR MR e aa e s mms R RS
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The distribution methods below are used for either Man Like Mobeen, Friends o
sitcoms). For each, give three advantages and three disadvantages of using this

On TV Hard Copy

feither original air or repeats) {DVDs)
Advantages: Advantages:
& ®
-3 ee
8
Disadvantages: Disadvantages:
&8 ®
8 ® 3
-] ® &

Many sitcoms use synergy {partnering with different companies to help market to
This is often in the form of T-shirts with well-known catchphrases on them. Mar
official websites which is a form of convergence for the sho ‘

iends has a website
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Across

1
4
&
7
9

i0
12
i8
19

Down

The channel that distributes Man Like Mobeen, (3,3}
The main phase of making a television series or film. {10}
A broadcasting channel such as the BBC could be considered a

The place online the audience can go to find more information about the si’uf

9pm in television scheduling is known as this. {9}

Putting a show out on DVD or across channels is known as
Coffee mugs are an example of Friends

A hard copy of a television show or film woulg!
When a show creates negative criticicn it

This ter ple platforms to market a product. {11}

g service that can be accessed online or through apps. {7}

The organisation that funds a television show is known as a

e en to the list of programmes and adverts a particular channel

The technical term for two or more companies working together. (7)
OFCOM are the for television and radic. (8)
Dwning merchandise thal isn't online means that the audience own a

The technical name for watching a film or television show online. {9}
When a television channel chooses to put a show on air they
The opening episode of a television show. {5}
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Following the popularity of Friends, a spin-off surrounding loey's character was ¢

nowhere near as successful as the original show.
1. Explain why this may have been the case

2. Plana spin-off show around one of the characters from Man Like Mobeen. &
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Background:

As you may have found out from your study of Component. i audiances chooss:

in their uses ang

Unscrambile the words below to give the five gratifications of Blumler and Katz’

10 0FBMOINT s
2. nERIBEENDBIOT oo e
3.0 vlaretlablt s
L o] T T o1 E RO ST ORI TORUO ROt
B ntanteemnrig e

So, what keeps audiences coming back to sitcoms? Thinking about Man Like Mok
spider diagram reasons why viewers might choose to watch sitcoms and their re
note whether your reason applies to Man Like Mobeen, Friends or both!

Rude lan

s . hY
{ Fricnds

Relatable chs

Cover Lessons for GCSE Edugas Media Studies: Component 24: Sitcoms: Man Like Mobeen  Pagé:

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ag

Education




Thinking about the different gratifications, can you find examples from the set
fit each of the different gratifications? One has been done for you.

Gratification Example
information EFducates the audience on +he difference between
Talking point

Relatability (to
characters, events,
settings)

Escape (from daily life)

e

Some shows, such as Friends, have their episodes played through again after theé
is known as repeat broadeasting. This can be very useful for a show to broaden

Think about the repeats of Friends that are aired on £4 and streamed on Netflix
audience is for the show for the repeat broadcasts? Cut out the audiences and

35-50-year-olds.
Original fans of the
show who watch for
nostalgia and to
relote to the
characters and

who watch the show
to escape their
daily lives.

e new o o o e v e e

situctions.

o To Em Ex ax ox om o ma o oEm Ee o
T o on oe o oo e -

o
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Friends is widely known as having repeat episodes, but Man Like Mobeen is not &
reason why you think this could be. '

B s ole and see whether you can answer the folowing q
Like Mobee (g gu#amples to support what you are saying. f
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&

%

Background:
Friends was created in 1994 and spanned 10 seasons until
been aired on repeat through several terrestria
it is also available to stream on subscripti

inal episode in
h as Channel 4, E2
as YouTube, Netflix and §

Man Like Mobeen hasn

underway [
g

sueh success as Friends, though it is still in
istributed via the BBC, a company that does

Use the table below to compare the similarities and differences between the aug
the audience for Friends. Examples have been included to get you started.

Similarities
& The primary audiences for the ikl air dotes e The audience For
were, r"oug/vfy s 'Bﬁ"y@ar'"o/'ris. repre.sented, espes
&
-]
2
&

COPYRIGHT
® PROTECTED
-]

/o9
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Look at the reasons listed below for the continuing popularity of Friends. Cut ouié
order, showing what you believe to be the most important reasons for the show:

g “ ¢
: ‘Friends’ are something thot all audiences can : : The humour i
: relate to. : :

oo oo o KR K K KR G R OO RO KU KK KK KK OO GO KK KK KK RN KK OOK OOK OO OO KO KK KR KR XU KK DK 4 nmn A A A An s e e

(Coo T mmm e v pTTTmEmEmmm e
i There are so many characters that they appeai to | Actors hav
: different audiences. !

ed and interested.

it's easy watd

The discussion about the show can :
: background or col

span generations.

To begin with, look back over the reasons given in Task 1. Highlight those that al

Following this, summarise below the reasons you believe that Mon Like Mobeen:
as Friends.
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Think about settings seen within the show.
»  Make a list of the different settings that feature in the two episodes you hag

e

uld find more relatable? Why?

Reasons why it is the most relatahle:

oy

Create three methods that you could use to increase the audience of Man Like A
both Man Like Mobeen and Friends to explain your ideas. '

P I S

P I S

One of the reasons that Friends may have stood the test of time is that the char
large audience.

Create a Facebook profile for a new character that you could introduce to Man L
popular. lustify the choices that you have made. ’
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Background:
One of the reasons for a successful sitcom is the chara :
twa different categories: those whom we laugh 2
mixture of both to make the show mor

t feature within
hom we faugh w
0 increase the audience

’

“ased upon Propp
es that characters could fill.

Characters, though,
tales} and icmeif

s theory. He studied di

Look at the characters from Maon Like Mobeen and Friends. Draw lines to match :

type suggested by Propp.

Man Like Mobeen Propp’s Character Types

The Hero
Usually the main character who is
sent on o quest to solve.

Mobeen

Ang The Villain
The oppuosite of the main
character. Usuaily bad/evil.

MNate
The Helper
Acts as o sidekick and helps the
hero to complete the quest.
Eight
Uncle Habib

The Donor
Assists the hero by giving them
something to help their quest.

The Princess’s Father /
Dispatcher
Gives the hero the quest/reward.

Ahmed

The False Hero
Khadijah Often mistaken for the hero.
Appears throughout.
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Within Friends there are easily recognisable character types. For each of the cha
their character type is and what it involves. One has been done to help you. '

/;handier: The Wisecmake:\ / Joey: The Womaniser \\\ /

As o wisecracker, Chandler
will usually foke o back seat
in discussion to walch what
the others are doing. He
then has the opportunity to
jump into the conversation
with one-line jokes that are

usually sarcastic.

M Know-it-all / Phoebe: The Flake \

The characters within Friends are designed 1o represent the types of people that%
either within their own friendship groups or within their wider social circle. Howg
same character types to the characters from Man Like Mobeen, Z

Look at the three main characters. For each character, list adjectives that descrit:s%:
what that representation would do for the audience. One has been done to help:

// MOBEEN \ / AQSA \\\ //

&  Childish

L e COPYRIGHT
. loyel PROTECTED
# Kind-hearted

Mobeel

contrasty resentations.

On the one hand he
displays stereotypical
young male hehaviour as : j

he is jokey and childish. But EdUCGtIQﬂ
he is clearly kind-hearted ‘

and loyal as he is raising his
sister by himself. This makes

\?;he audience warm 1o him./ \ /
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AYouGov poll in 2018 asked audiences to rank their favourite character from Fris

1. Chandler \\
2. loey Why do you think Chandler is the most popular character? |
3. Phoebe :
4. Rachel

5. Raoss

6. Monica

If you had to rank the three main characters fr Mobeen in terms of

your order be? Record the informati

y'your order here:

Create a class poll. Does your order match with the class? Explain why you think
they did.

imagine that vou are going to be a character in a sitcom. Choose one of the texts
vour character type.

Your character type: .vvvvvevveevee e i a8 e,
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Remember that it’s not just characters who could be discussed under represents

the show. What are suggested by these representations? An example has been g

The inside and outside of Mobeen s ROUSE: (e e reasias

Friends Central Perk Café: The coffee sh
and cosy, representing a relaxed ¢

i o0 it seems welcoming.
This is a stereotypical iocation fo

Friends Mon il

ceassercrcaonnnns mnnnnmmmmmmImmmmmm I nmmm I I I eI e I I I I I I I I’ IS
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R

Background:

Sitcoms provide an ‘escape from daily life’ (Blumler and Kz
audiences to watch and get involved in situatio
this, sitcoms are also able to allow audi
uses and gratifications theory) b
characters they see on

op up in everyd

uses and gratifi 5

S to situations, character
umour in the similar jobs, styles ;

se gratifications, sitcoms are able to have great success &

Use the Venn diagram below to record the aspects of real life that are represents

supporting text.
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With a partner, discuss today’s modern life. Bullet-point the aspects of today’s s¢
in sitcoms. Examples have been given for you. Z

4 Semings N O

Example: a modern secondary school Example: o loud

/
™

_— .

Example: « fitness instructor Exomple: Brexit

Remember, the set episode from Man Like Mobeen was aired in 2017, whereas
was aired in 1994,

Summarise how ‘modern life’ had changed between the air dates of the two sitc},;;
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Each of the different situations below has been taken from the set episode of
2). For each situation, evaluate whether or not it is a successful representation

frue 1o the idea that sitcoms represent real iife}. Remember to justify your ideas

Mobeen’s sister is suspended from school for fighting E Succ

Justification:

Mobeen triga

Iustificatic

about boys Succes

Wobeen decides that an arranged marriage is best for him and Agsa | Succes

Justification:

On the exit ticket below, explain how you can use the knowledge you have gain
how could you use it in your exam?),
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In Friends, one of the first things the audiences learn about Ross is that his wife k
lesbian. At the time, LGBTQ+ relationships were very rarely shown on television.:
Using the internet to help you, create a timeline of sitcoms to show how far reph\
{such as LGBTO+) have developed. Use Friends as your starting point.

avestigate the repﬁé‘i
to the rest of the class. |

Choose a sitcom other than Man Like Mobeen or £
life. Record your findings as a spider dia

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ag

Education
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Starter: Summarising the Episode

To begin with, Mobeen's younger sister Agsa is suspended for fighting. Mobeen v

that of a big brother and not of o parent. He heads to his local mosgue where he
suggest an arranged marriage might be the answer. After picking up o magozine
reflact on what he is teaching her. He tries to speak to her but realises that she mi
parents would normally teach their children. His friends are divided on the situatic
arrangad marriage anyway. He talks to his Uncle Habi ranges a meetin

whose daughter may be eligible, but at the last m has to drop out, |

mesting with his Uncle Shady. The meeti . wkwardly and descends §
when Agsa finds out about his atte: ged marriage and tells him that sh

Task 1: Sitcoulih

are not limited to:

¢ The Inbetweeners

e Fridoy Night Dinner
e The Big Bang Theory
e  Outnumbered

s (otostrophe

Task 2: Comparing Sitcoms
Answers may include:

¢  The characters always have elements that make them
refatable
e  The comedy is often silly or rude

I
® CIOHIC  COMELD:

others.

#  Centres around a group of characters The characi

e  Recognisable locations specific socs;

e«  Characters are often sterectyped 8 The comeds:
VAR

and be,mq 5

e  Comedies often reference other kinds of media that the

C
. . ® N 2 Co &
audience will understand pome: comea

/-
/7!62/&'5!"75 SOmE;

Task 3: Behind the Screen
Comedy:

¢ Wobeen’s reaction to his sister being suspen
e  The way he talks to his uncles a

?

®

¢  The references to nostalgic TV

Finale: A Different Perspective

Answers could include:

¢  To break sterectypes

e Tofit in with the cultural setting of the show

®»  Togive the audience something to identify with or recognise

e |t could be something that relates to Khan's own background and culture
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Starter: Learning and Understanding

Responses may include:

e  Arranged marriage

¢ Language such as ‘As-salamu alaikum’ (Peace be with you)

#  Dress codes such as the kufi

e References to older films such as Three Men and a Baby and The Goonies

Task 1: Arranged Marriage
Answers could include but are not limited to:

Stereotypes Representati

The parents may set o
but each person is fres
+/‘L&>/ wish. E
Khadijah questicns M
him, and is clearly inves:

The marriage is decided

the bride andai
e

The womar®®S no say in whom she marries.

Mobeen's uncles set up:

The couple meet each other at the wedding.
P & meet and talk to each

The marriage is arranged for business or Mabeen is thinking of
wealth, sister to have a mothe
Kadijah is cbviously be
stereotype. However, in

Arranged marriages are something that
people who are socially awkward or

unattractive do.
the characters.

marriage is also commay

Task 3: Further Context

Answers could include:

Social

¢  Mobeen raising Agsa alone

s  The furniture cutside the front of Mobean’s house ;
s Mobeen makes a healthy smoothie linking to social movements such as clea

Cultural

e  The close family and friend community
e  The market and mosque setting

#  Mobeen’s dress codes

Both
e Mobeen listening to his uncle’s

® Rahjes’i‘. E‘a|:$'ali (The Big Bang Theory) — Indian representation
e  Will and Grace — same-sex relationships

e lzzy (My Mad Fat Diary) — mental health

®  Fresh Off the Boot — immigration

e The Pritchett family — Modern Family — adoption
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Starter: Mise en scéne

s Setting
¢ In
#  Staging

Task 1: Mise en scéne in Action

Costume/Make-up

Lighting Body language

RS

KMon Like Mobeen (Season 1, Episode 2} © Cave Bear Productions / Tiger Aspect Production

Task 2: Why is this Important?
e  Setting: This heips to provide a sense of familiarity with the audience as set
recognisabie to the demographic, in this case the audience may recognise t
e  Lighting: This creates an atmosphere/tone for the audience. They are likely
narrative from the kind of lighting that is used. In this case, the high-key ligh
place to be.
o Costume/make-up: Although it is not possible 1o see the make-up from thisé
wears here is evidence of his faith and the cultural context of the show, 5
&  Props: These help to add detail to a scene. The items are likely to be found ¢
also patterned in a way that better represents the Islamic culture.
e Staging / camera shot: The shot types are important because they can shov%:%
the characters. A wide shot like the one in Task 1 allows the audience to see
that they are equal and that their gestures may be important, but it is also
audience are watching the scene happen from the other side of the market
»  Body language: This can often reveal information that a character doesn’t v
Mobeen has his back to the audience, suggesting that the conversation may

Task 3: Camera Angles and Transitions
a. inorder of images
Left side images
#  Longshot / extre

e  Mid shot
e C{ close-up
e W3 #5t / extreme wide shot

s Over the shoulder shot

Right side images

¢ Selective focus

s Low angle / worm’s-eye view
s High angle / bird's-eye view
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b.  Examples could include:

Long shot / extreme | A long shot shows a person’s entire body, or the fi
long shot length of an object. It allows the audience to see t
character and how they react to their surrounding
extreme long shot will malke the character seem s
and more vuinerable.

Mid shot This shows the top or bottom half of a person. itis
to emphasise body language and the character’s
movements, and makes them the focus of the sce

ems, character react
252 shots tend to emphasise things
¢ant to the storyline.

Close-up / extreme A close-up sh
close-up

b A wide shot shows a large area and helps to set th
wide shot scene. An extreme wide shot can sometimes be ca
establishing shot as it helps 1o emphasise where t
action takes place.

Over the shoulder This shot is taken over the shoulder of one of the
shot characters. It puts the audience in the character’s
position as if they are looking at things only from ¢
character’s perspective.

Selective focus Selective focus makes one part of the shot clear, w
the other is slightly blurred. It helps the audisnce
what is important without cutling to a new shot

altogether.
Low angle / worm’s- | The camera looks up at a character or an gbject ar
aye view makes them seem taller, stronger and more powe
High angle / bird’s- The camera looks down at a character or an objec
aye view makes them seem smaller, weaker and more vuin

Finale: Commuon Camera Shots
1. Pan/panning

2. Zoom

3. Following/tracking

Extension: Scene Analysis

iImage 1:

The setting is generic and could repres
is on his own, which makes hing:
with him and also start:

the UK, making it more r 5

etting more awkward.

The audiend gtidy know enough about Uncle Shady to know that the meetin :
increases the awkwardness which is partly where the humour comes from. The
sitting s0 far apart emphasises how isolated he is and how he has to work throu
set-up of the facing sofas is also akin to a job interview, which all audience mem

Image 3:
The camera angle is low, which gives Khadijah more power — something that is n
views on arranged marriage. The shot is also over the shoulder of Mobesn and §
like they are in the lounge with the characters. This increases the empathy that t
and makes the humour more immediate.
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Starter: Friends
Answers may include but are not limited to:

Characters

e losy ¢ Ross

e Chandler Monica

Plot

«  Rachel/Ross’s romance o Joay's career

#  Monica’s weight

Phoebe’s back%::

Settings
¢  Monica’s/Joey’s apartment
¢  Central Perk coffee

pilot that is humorous is the fact that Rachel has left her fianc
that she has a history with Monica and Ross, and the beginning of their relations
narrative comes from Ross, whose wife has divorced him after revealing that she§
with this well which means that the audience are often laughing at him. Finally, &
‘Paul the wine guy’ provides humour as Monica realises he has tricked her. A

Task 2: Sitcom Conventions A
UK Sitcom Conventions America

Short series {usually 6-10 episodes) National stereotyp
Regional language and dialects are often mocked High-budget produ
Sitcoms cover at leg
Nati I st I f d :
ational stereotypes are played upon far 55 10

The narratives are often believable ‘Stock’ characters a
Often include stand-up comedians in ‘cameo’ Sets are often built
roles than being on foca Z
Locations are vague rather than specific Stock’ characters
Well-known actors:
sitcoms 5
The shows maintain longevity, often going Costumes are oftes
beyond five series effect :
‘Stock’ characters are often used Intertextual refere
ugh tracks are o
dience

Low-budget productions

Location-based filming

Weli-known actors often take on rol
the sitcom

Costumes are often ex
effect ot

s are often used
e often included to mimic

Laugh track®
an audience
Limited to one or two writers
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Task 3: Comparing Sitcoms
Man Like Mobeen :
The show aims to break down stereotypes by educating the audience about diff :
Mobeen comes from Birmingham, which is well known for being more multicult
different locations within the UK. The characters are down to earth but awkwarg

that are introduced early on in the series and episode. Mobeen is clearly dominay

friends but is often the butt of the jokes among his family.

Friends

The dynamic between the characters is considered in the pilot episodea. Initially,
Rachel; however, backstory is included when she appears. The show plays upon &
expectations of gender (such as the idea that men will
also exploited; for example, Rachel’s presentatio
likely to recognise. "

onde is saomethin

Finale: A Direct Co

An examplogiil & Ross and Mobeen are both underdogs. They are bot*

n made fun of by other characters.

Extension: Subjectivity
Definition: an understanding that is influenced by personal feelings or beliefs,

This could explain the differences between UK and US sitcoms as the general iife:
and the USA are different. For example, there is a larger emphasis on getting tog:
there is in the UK, which is why a coffee shop may be used as a setting in Friends:
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Starter: The Regulator

The regulator is: Ofcom

It checks the following {answers are not limited to}):

1. Misleading comments or suggestions

Age-appropriate content

Use of children in television shows

Avoid glamorising behaviours such as drug-taking / illegal activity
Appropriate air times of shows

Wk Wy

Tasks 1 and 2: The Production Process and Sta
Key: Pre-production, Production, Post-prod::
1. The production company wil

Z.
and pd ] n processes are then determined.

3. Ashowy ir is hired to ensure that the plans are stuck to as clasely as

4. Filming begins. This may be shot on location (for which permits wifl need t
studio, which allows a live audience to watch.

5. While the show is heing produced, o team will be marketing it to help mok

&, Editing takes place in post-production before it goes on air.

7. Buring post-production the production company and studic will approach
broadcast it and when,

8.  The network will give the show a final check before it is released, 10 ensur

and sponsorship it may have as well as other shows either side of it

Task 3: Man Like Mobeen in the Future
Answers could include but are not limited to: E
s  Mobheen makes a joke about his uncle Habib being ‘banned from the swimmn
but the conversation impiies a crime. This could be difficult in future with m\
negatively represents a Muslim man,
¢ Mobeen praises Agsa for fighting at school. This encourages violence and ag;
perspective of solving issues with violence.
#  Characters regularly make fun of Mobeen’s ‘man boobs’. This both sexuali
Mobeen and criticises his body image. This could cause issue with the bod
Me Too movement, and also with people who genuinely suffer from gynaec
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Starter: Investigating the Watershed

Pre-watershed:

e  Friends

#  BBC News

s  Newsround

¢  EastEnders

®  (Coronation Street
¢  This Morning

Homes under the Hammer
¢  The Simpsons

?

Post-watershed:
#  Man Like Mobeen
@ 24 HougwlliR\&

Task 2: Hov™

OnTY

{either original air or repeats)

Advantages:

#  (Can help to represent a
channel’s ideology

s Creates a routine for the
demographic

¢ Provides nostalgia {if a
repeat episode}

Disadvantages:

¢ |f the audience miss an
episode they may stop
watching the show

s Limits the audience who
can watch the show

¢  Has to abide by
regulator rules

Task 3: Convergence and S
Answers could inﬁclud by

Hard Copy
{DVDs}
Advantages:
¢  The audience can watch
whenever they want to
e  The content can be
expanded, and special
features can be included
¢  The demographic get to
own a piece of
merchandise as well as
watch the show.

Disadvantages:

¢ Canbecostlyifitisa
long-running show

e  DVDs are becoming
more obsolete with the
increase in technology

e  Limits viewing to the
home

B

 short period of time.

é'o'|uire constant updating to remain relevant.
The show may appeal to a small audience, making a website unnecessary.

the show may not be appropriate for websites whers anyong
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Finale: Crossword
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Extension: Spin-off Shows
Reasons why Joey was not as successful as Friends could be:

#  The interactions with the other characters in Friends helped to create the hr

+ it alienated audiences who didn't like foey's character.
e The storylines were more repetitive because Joey and his characteristics w
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Starter: Anagrams

®

®

Task 1: Common Themes
Answers may include but are not limited to:
Maon Like Mobeen

&  The relatable culture. e  The wide range of
character ag d
bac :
Friends ;
&  The different setti t UK audiences).
® T
L]
Both
®  Relatable characters or locations.
e The unusual situations provide humour.
e  The weekly release dates give the audience something to look forward to. &
e  Sitcoms can be on in the background while the audience are getting on witi"é
s Humour makes people feel good, so the audience are more likely to want tc§

Task 2: Finding Examples
Answers may include but are not limited to:

information »  relatability
talking point e  escape

Satirical comedy helps the audience to have a common talking point.

Gratification Example

information Fducates the audience on the difference between a

The way that Mobeen is raising his sister is admirable
discussions about parenting.

Talking point

characters, events, The show is one of the few sitcoms that is predomina

Relatability {to

settings}

Escape {from daily life}

The situations that Mobeen finds himself in are humo
happening to the audience but are happening to som

The ‘banter’ between Mobeen and his friends/family

Entertainment .
erta € that create entertainment.

Task 3: Repeat Programming

Finale: Mon Like Mobeen
Reasons could include:

®

@ @ & @

D on the ABC1 system, and V\'
e likely to be a passive audience who

PRIMARY: 18-34-year-old fema!
SECONDARY: 24—40-ve i

TERTI Ids. Original fans of the show who watch for nostaig%

The audience is much smaller.

The humour is coarser and ruder, ;
Some of the language would be difficult for non-Muslim audiences 1o underi
There are fewer characters so it is not as relatable.
The situations are not as relatable to the audience.
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Extension: Context and Audience

{deas could include:

»  Relationships {between family, friends or romantically}
Gender roles and equaiity

Representation of minority groups

What is socially acceptable today compared to previously
The level of disposable income

Influence of technology and social media

® & ¥ & @
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Starter: Comparing Audiences
Answers could include but are not limited to:

Similarities

Dif

&

The primary audiences for the initial air
dates were roughly 18--30-year-olds.
The audience are looking for escape from ®
their daily lives.
The humour provides entertainment but
also makes the audience feel good.
The audience support some of the
characters, such as Joey/Phoebe
Mobeen. :
The situations ar
ol the humour for the

The audience For A
re,fnr‘r:/ﬁe;n{r@a', e specia
Man Like Mobeen o
audience.s.
back stores offf
more gr/zvf“ ~he.arts
The character z’n%e;ri

are designed to cres

Task 1: Why S0 Popular?

There is no one correct answer for this task as it is designed to generate discussig

Task 2: Investigating Man Like Mobeen

The following reasons are similar between Man Like Mobeen and Friends

@

@

?

®

Reasons why Man Like Mobeen was not as popular as Friends could include:

Actors have gone on to become big, recognisable stars,

The show makes the audience feel included, like they are part of the story.

The discussion about the show can span generations.

it's easy watching. You can have it on in the background or concentrate on w

@

®

L]

®

[:]

The setting was aimed at a more specific audience.

it had to be aired after the watershed, which limited the audience.
There were not as many characters to identify with as others,

It did not have as many episodes as Friends,
The broadcasting company and associated streamin
companies,

Finale: Settings and Audience

a)

g service were not ag

Students should be credited for whichever setting they can convincingly jus
argue more for settings in Man Like Mobeen because they are more achieva
the UK compared to Monica’s huge, unrealistic apariment. f

This task could also be used as a springboard for further discussion.

Mobeen’s kitchen
e Qutside the mosque
The supermarket..

Ahmed’s lounge
e Mobeen’s house

Central Park
Monica's apa
e The restaura
o Ross’s apartn
o The kitchen
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Starter: Matching Propp’s Characters
There is room for discussion with this activity, but the answer could follow this pg

Mo Like Mobeen Propp’s Character Types
o The MHero

Mobeen TR sually the main character who s

sent on a quest to solve. B

e main charucier,
sually bad/evil.

The Helper
Acts as a sidekick and helps tha
hero to complete the quest.

Eight \

/ The Princess/Prize

A person or o prize. The reward for

R the hero.

Uncle Habib
X

The Doner

-~ Assists the hero by giving them

Uncle Shady something to help their quest. o

& The Princess’s Father [ Dispatcher
Gives the hero the quest/reward.

Ahmed

The False Hero
Khadijoh Often mistaken for the hero.
Appears throughout.

Task 1: Character Types
e  (Chandler: The Wisecracker
As a wisecracker, Chandler will usually take a back s
then has the opportunity to jump into the conye
¢ Joey: The Womaniser
foey is a stereotypical mal
opportunlty as a chap

:discussion to wat
h cne-iine jokes & COPYRIGHT
.1dént of himself and his ability tc PROTECTED

e  Monica: The Know-it-all
Monica loves to be correct and will assert her ideas over the rest of the friery
will often take charge in a situation. She cannot handle being incorrect and o ' i

«  Phoebe: The Flake ‘ Education
Phoebe is very spiritual and moves from idea to idea very quickly. She often%
happy-go-lucky and this attitude can be influential over the other friends. Sk
aften believing what she is told.
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e  Rachel: The Spoilt Brat ;
Rachel hasn't had to support herself at all. She has no social awareness and
simple tasks that the other friends will have been doing for a long time bec
them for herself. Shopaholic with no knowledge of the value of money. '

Task 2: Characters in Man like Mobeen

s Mohesn
Adjectives could include: childish, jokey, loyal, kind-hearted :
His representation: Mobeen is made up of contrasting representations. On
stereotypical young male behaviour as he is jokey and chiidish. But he is cle
is raising his sister by himself. This makes the audience warm to him. '

e Agsa .
Adjectives could include: confident, seri
Her representation: Agsa is very re
also subverts feminine s :
portrayed as bei
sympajge ¥l /it

# Eight R |
Adjectivd could include: naive, childlike, underappreciated, loya! ,
His representation: Eight is placed in the show for comedic value. He is ofte A
is the sort of character that the audience laugh at rather than with. He is ve
makes him seem less intelligent compared to the other characters, but he @<
Mobeen despite the way he is treated. 5

réotypical, argumen
represented as a stereot
| e is quite feisty and not afraid of st
and the sensible one within her family, whi

Task 3: Popularity of Characters '
Chandler is likely to be a popular character because his sarcasm creates a lot of b
awkward situations arise around him, as he comments on society rather than gel
way that the audience comment. :

Extension: Representing Settings :
s The inside and outside of Mobeen’s house: The inside of Mobeen’s house is:
Inside the house seems warm and welcoming even though we only see the '
and bright (as shown by the blue glasses early in the episcde} and Mobeen
he makes a smoothie, as it suggests this is something he does often. Unexp
house also seems camfortable as he relaxes with Nate and Eight on the sofa
front yard. However, having this kind of furniture outside the front of a hou
stereotypically be associated with people who come from a less affluent ba
their own ideas about how people from this demographic live, but Mobeen
of his house is clean, tidy and lit with warm lighting to make it seem homely
®  Friends Central Perk Café: The coffee shop is open-plan, sq ¥ seems welcoming
and cosy, representing a relaxed environment. Thi ' wotypical location f
®  Friends Monica’s/Joey’s apartment: Both i : e comfortable, warm
personal touches which make t more interested to watch as it
. lectic and a mishmash of different sty
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Starter: Real Life
Answers could include but are not limited to:
¢  Mon Like Mobeen

o Raising children

o Religion and community

o Marriage

o Controversial issues such as drugs

&  Friends
o  Same-sex relationships (Ross’s wife)
o High-income living and lifestyle
o Becomingindependent :

g Family and friendships

Task 1: Modern Life
Answers could include but are not limited to:
#  Settings
o Acrowded, boring workplace
o A small office
o  Alocal shop
o Awell-known restaurant
¢  Personalities
o A nosey neighbour
o Asuspicious store owner
o Anangry drunk
o A prankster

® Careers
o Waiter/waitress
o Cashier

o Pawnbroker
o Teacher
o  Emergency services
e Interests/Events
o Feminism
o Sport —football/rugby
o Animals (primarily dogs
o Campaigner :

Task 2: Chi' 5 : spresentations
An example Ya#®¥Sraph would be:

More is acceptable in society today than it was during the time that Friends was §
relationships and family are more fluid. Furthermaore, formerly taboo topics suc
freely discussed and represented in the media. People are more aware of under
aspects within society, making them more likely to be a focus within production
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Task 3: Representation in Man Like Mobeen ;
Each of these situations could be argued as being both successful and unsuccessfﬁ
»  Mobeen’s sister is suspended from school for fighting UNSUCCESSFUL
o Although it is a realistic that Agsa would be suspended for fighting, she w A
walk home without the school having contacted Mobeen beforehand (pro
Agsa’s reaction is also not expected given that she chose 1o fight the bulli

¢ Mobeen tries to talk to Agsa about boys SUCCESSFUL
o There are some parts of the conversation {such as when Mobeen says
are over-exaggerated, but this helps to make the representation succe
reiationships with your sister is going to be awkward, and the conversa
® Mobeen decides that an arranged marriage is best for him and Agsa U
o Eventhough itis a part of Mobeen’s culture. t very little thou
marriage would be like and sees it as Agsa. This creates
convincing representation of £

»  Sexand the City (1998-2004)
e  Will and Grace (18982006 / 20174}
o My Fomily {2000-2011)

e Glee (2009-2015)

»  Modern Family {2009+}

&  Brooklyn Nine-Nine {2013+)}
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