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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been created to meet the demands of the 2016 GCSE
syllabus and help you to prepare students for the literary text in the exam. emempoer:

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

A daunting exercise for some, an exciting one for others.

Beyond the hesitation some of us may have in introducing literary texts at
GCSE level, it offers us a wonderful space to open the door to exploring the
language. One of the numerous benefits of using extracts of literature is to
understand the hidden meaning of words and what the writer is saying
between the lines. Itis a skill to pass on to our students, even at GCSE level, teaching them that there is so much
to draw from just a few lines. They will learn that a word means a lot more than just the translation of it. You will
also teach them that tenses have a purpose and can help them to understand what is real, what is not real, what
is a wish, what is past and what is future, certain or uncertain... You will model for them how to unwrap the
meaning of a text, reflect on the language used and establish links.

How rewarding would it be if they wanted to know more about the story, the character, what happened next or
what happened before, as proof of their curiosity being awakened by a text and a story?

There is no set method to using this resource, but it is designed so that you can take your students gently into the
tasks. The introductory texts take a lot of precaution to explore thematic vocabulary or communication skills,
they take the student by the hand to unveil the not-so-obvious meaning, and they also try to make them reflect
on the strategies that work for them. Practice texts still provide support and thinking activities to fully uncover
the story and begin to introduce “exam-style” questions. Exam practice texts require the independence that the
first part of the booklet will have equipped them with. Foundation and Higher texts are provided at each level,
but Foundation texts could be used during the first part of the year whereas Higher texts could be used as a more
direct preparation for the exam in the latter months.

The “extension writing tasks” are designed to move a step further in handling the language; they are based on
the topic of the text and the bullet points give directions on the desired content, taking into account the number
of words required for Foundation- or Higher-level writing.

“Teacher’s corner” is a cosy reading space for you to learn about the authors and the books from which the
extracts come, and it explains why a particular text is of interest. | do hope that it will also give you an irresistible
desire to go and read some of these authors if you do not know them. They are all, whether they have written for
adults or for children, inspiring and excellent writers that have kept me entertained over the years. Bonne
lecture!

June 2016

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other French resources your school
has purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Meet the fluthors - ‘Intreductory
Timeothée de Tombelle - Nouvelles contemporaines : regar

®  Foundation level

Timothée de Fombelle was born in 1973 in Paris. He comes from a family
of five. His father was an architect and worked inter which meant
that Timothée lived in Morocco and in the lvory € ¢re was a great

d this, Asa child and
Wiy with their cousins used to give
e known as “the writer”.

plays in the vdlag_e. )

g herienced several deaths; the most tragic one was losing
his father at tnie 'ége of 20 after a long illness due to cancer. Timothée took
time out of university to be with his father. He studied French literature and
started teaching in secondary schools. At the age of 26, one of his plays was
produced on stage and, from then on, he made his way into the world of
literature.

At the age of 33, he published his first novel, Tobi Lolness, which opened the dog
children and he has regularly published stories since. One of his novels, Céleste
an opera. He believes in the power of imagination and strongly wishes to pass o

This extract comes from a book of short stories. It is easy to read and is a good
to “reading between the lines” and coping with unexpected events. Indeed, the

insisting he buy the breakfast that the couple has ordered. The use of the condi

opportunity to introduce the value of tenses to distinguish between “real” and “

opportunity to explain the conditional form in polite conversation. This comprek
target language, one type of exercise used for the exam.

From a cultural point of view, it is an interesting passage to revise the sentences
and introducing words such as “volontiers”. The surprise caused by the event co
the tradition called “suspended coffee”, which comes from Italy but has made it
few years as an act of solidarity.

It may be interesting to know that the story ends wit
d’une dignité. Quand 'homme o remis son boane
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Marquerite Duras - Yann findréa Steiner

®  Foundation level

Marguerite Duras was a famous French writer who was born in 1914 near Saigo
in 1996 in Paris. Her real name was Marguerite Donnadieu. She was not only a
scenarist, playwright and even a film director. She lost her father when she was
France, her mother went back to teach in Vietnam and Cambodia with her thre
several of Duras’ novels have been inspired by her childhood and youth there.

She studied at La Sorbonne in Paris and was a member of the Communist Party

tre le Pacifique
er book L’'aman

writer and was awarded the famous Prix Goncou
was autobiographical. Her most famous

meeting betvieen a young boy and an instructor from a summer camp.

This passage is very simple. The text describes the beach, the weather and the
their instructors. From a cultural point of view, speaking of the “colonies de vac
exploration of how children spent their summer away from their parents who w
text is simple, the verbs used in the present. It also lends itself to make the stu
personal pronouns, and to do this in an introductory text will be a real asset for

fnna Gavalda - Nouvelles a chute, Happy Meal

e Higher level

Anna Gavalda was born in 1970 in Boulogne Billancourt, a suburb of Paris. She first
she published a set of short stories called “Je voudrais que quelqu’un m’attende qu
teaching French at the time.

She has written a number of books since, some for teenagers (35 kilos d’espoir i
for the general public such as the novel Ensemble c’est tout which led to a film i
character.

Her focus is mainly on relationships and she often describes very ordinary situa
into the relationships and is a close witness to their development and the quest
and simple style makes her books very easy to read.

The extract used here comes from a short story called H eal and it is pub

chute (short stories with a twist}. If you can find t you will love th
This text is the beginning of the sto 1éinarrator {a man) invites the girl
conversation is rather ligh nie actual words used in the conversat

realistic and clgzge to §account of an outing for a meal.

narrator’s fec™nigs. Hisslight irritation is defiated by his fove for the girl, and hu
sentences such as "Je sais compter” which is what a child may say. The last sen
feelings for the girl and their relationship.

The verbs used are mostly in the present tense, thus making the scene very clos
“if” is the basic structure of present and future tense. The pronouns refer essen
use of superlative form in the last sentence is a clear indicator of the narrator’s

From a cultural point of view, the choice between fast-food restaurant and bras
makes the reader reflect on why each character may have a preference...
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Marcel Pagnol - {a gloire de mon pére (adapted)

e Higher level

Marcel Pagnol is a very well-known author and film director, born in February 1&
three children, his father was a primary school teacher. He died in April 1974.

La gloire de mon Pére, published in 1957, is the first book of a set of four in whic
Written when he was an adult, it is autobiographical but embellished by the yea
the good memories. When the book was published, it was an immense success
of French literature. It is written with a lot of humour and poetic language, and
happy childhood.

The film “La gloire de mon pére”directs rt came out in 1990 and r

short sente: Liltully depscts the love between the two characters The hum
response to t™& sentence written on the board gives a very light-hearted touch t
witnessed a child’s reaction such as this one? We cannot help but be moved by
how to read, just through sitting in the classroom from time to time. How marv

However, if we read beyond this extract, the humour reaches a higher peak whe
out that her son can read and believes it is really bad for him.

From a cultural point of view, it takes the readers back to a classroom of the 195
photos from Robert Doisneau to describe a classroom of the time. Doisneau cag
of children of the time. It brings the same delight as the extract chosen.

The comparison between the classroom as it was and the classroom now is an e;
present and past tenses.

This extract may encourage you to show the extract of the film in class. It could
as an introduction to the text, or as a “treat” at the end:
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‘Practice Texts
Yvon MawfJret - Pépé la Boulange

¢  Foundation level

Yvon Mauffret was born in Brittany in 1927 and died in 2011.

He wrote essentially for young readers and has an impressive list of books writt
been influenced by his own background; his father was a navy captain and Yvon
attached to Brittany where he lived all his life, has used the sea as a source of in

In Pépé la Boulange, he chooses a narrator who is a yo
of view. The story shows the relationship betwee
together to the island where the grandfea
describe the island and its bea

n and grandfather,

The surname «

The extract sout their arrival on the island. They arrive as tourists and do
that they hav¥®a strong emotional connection to the island.

The text is a normal and pleasant conversation when they check in at the hotel;
mentioned. The last paragraph is descriptive and praises the beauty of the plac
number of cognates that make the comprehension easy.

The tenses are simple: present, one simple past and one present perfect (on co
refer to the fact that the grandfather has already seen the island, and two futur
verrez, prendrez) to refer to their intentions while staying at the hotel.

From a cultural point of view, it should encourage students to research where B
especially in the spring as this is obviously the season described in the text. Mi
late winter, and so here it is described as withering while the fig tree is starting

Marie Desplechin - Te Bon 7Intoine

®  Foundation level

Marie Desplechin was born in 1959 in the north of France. She is the oldest of f
background. Her mother started working when she was 13 and later became a
was a medical rep. She was an avid reader as a child, although she did not parti
school, but this changed in the last year when her teacher used methods based
awakened her interest and curiosity. Later, she went to Paris to do the prestigi
which she found guite disheartening, but it led her to be accepted into a school
journalist and still works for the press, but she has writte ge number of bo
well as short stories. Her first book for children w %in 1993: Lle saca
scenarios for the cinema. She received the &
Violet, called La vie sauve.

The text comes from
Despleching
colourful st?

relationship with the parents, what can and should be said or not, family life an
is the narrator, ends up having to do community service which is an interesting
Itis also a description of the “downward spiral” linked to disinterest at school.

The text gives the boy’s point of view and the teacher’s opinion on him. It is int
to the same levels in the French system. It uses the vocabulary of education tha
level, are familiar with. It also mixes past tense and present tense to explain wh
what the situation is now. It uses modal verbs “veux” and “peux” to highlight h
“cannot” and how his body seems to react — a problem that growing teenagers
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{Intoine de Saint Exupéry, - Te Petit Prince

®  Foundation level

Antoine de Saint Exupéry was born in 1900 and disappeared on 31% July 1944 of
he was flying a plane. He came from an aristocratic family but his father died ve
had to provide for her five children. She was especially close to Antoine and he
honesty and respect for other people.

He was fascinated by planes as a child and when he joined the army, he truly lea
always drawn in paraliel to his passion for planes. In 1926, he obtained a job tha
postal deliveries between Toulouse and Dakar. in 1929 tie nublished his first bo
about his life and emotions as a pilot. He then wor nia, but writing
life in paralle] with the flights. In 1931, Vol de @ bed his years in Argenti
journalist, and for this reason he was : ‘to cover the Spanish Civil \
is a profound reflection on SN won a prize with Académie francaise.

as a pilot and moved b h 1942, he published Pilote de guerre, and th
which was ; ‘ nense success.

Le Petit Princ™s a tale that is both poetic and philosophical. The style is simple,
eyes of the little prince, the reader is taken for a journey through life and its fung
million books have been sold and it has been translated into 270 languages.

The extract is part of the chapter in which he meets the geographer. As adults, t
fruitless conversations we may have in our everyday lives when looking for infor

a child, the severe criticism is more bearable. The vocabulary is simple and will €
geographical vocabulary and places. The verb “pouvoir” used as “je puis” has be
the context makes it fairly obvious and the multiple-choice questions will help st
to understand that it corresponds to “je peux”.

‘Pierre Gripari - Tes conles de la rue de Broca (adapted)

e Higher level

Pierre Gripari was born in 1925. His father was an engineer while his mother wa
medium. When he lost his parents during the Second World War, he had to star
first attempts to be published did not come to fruition.

His career as a writer started rather shyly in 1962 with a play called Lieutenant T
autobiographical story the following year called Pierrot la Lune. At first he struggled
He published the Contes de la rue de Broca in 1967 which is a collection of 14 fairy ta

shop, several characters are children who come from migrant fammes and “Rue de
to two streets in Paris near Quartier Saint Michel. Four of
He thus {finally} became a popular writer for childre
the prize of “Académie frangaise” for his b

s are often studie
es. He died in 1991.

The extract comes from /.
children will boass tc

1 rue Mouffetard and sets the tone for se
emselves against this witty witch. The tone is ligh
al mannerwhich allows the readerto see the unfolding
¥a good text for a GCSE comprehension reading task.

The vocabulary is rather simple and the word “communiqué” is used in the introg
this particular hurdle in the text. The matching exercise with the verbs is a good
recognition of tenses in a text and their meaning.

It will be beneficial to go through the story with the various “wh” words in Frenc
words with the events. Some answers in brackets are more elaborate and will b
students. They are not necessary to succeed in the exam-style questions but wil
students can understand the minor details.
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Erie- Emmanuel Schimitt - Oacar et la dame rose

e Higher level

Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt was born in 1960 near Lyon in France. His parents were
father became a physiotherapist. As a young boy, he was very moved when his |
Cyrano de Bergerac, and he told his mother that he wanted to become a playwri
he studied Philosophy and taught at university but soon turned to writing.

His success as a writer was immediate and his first play, La nuit de Valognes, was
after a powerful mystical experience in the Sghara Desert. His second play, Le vi
prizes, and from then on he decided to write full-time an ihi

cinema, such as Oscar et g dame Rose a
refined and sophisticated knowleds~

books are wide*\f_,_stl*c‘»

The extract § rom a sad story, Oscar et fa dame Rose. The boy Oscar has g
treatments for leukaemia and the doctors now know there is no hope. This extr:
the story when Mamie Rose, the hospital visitor, suggests that each day become
suggest that he writes a letter to God every day in which he recalls what it is like

The text is mostly written in the present tense, but several imperfect tenses and
accessible for Higher level. From the point of view of vocabulary, most of it is ex
(je peux, pendant, durant, je voudrais que, en disant ...) but the students will alsg
strategies to transfer the meaning of the legend into the plan that Mamie Rose h
particularly the exclamation mark and the question mark in the last two lines.

Marc Villard, - Fly Mamadou (adapted)

e Higher level

Marc Villard was born in 1947. He was brought up in a modest family. He traine
writing when he came back from Germany, where he had done his military servi
career as a writer, he essentially wrote poetry. He is a successful writer of thrille
500 short stories.

He writes simply, mostly in the present tense to bring the reader into the story a
are often victims of society and they raise inevitable questions in the reader’s m
language, even slang in the dialogue. The sombre stories of his thrillers are in to
end up witnessing what could be happening in front of our own eyes. He also fe
write about what is essential and get to that poin

The extract is from a short story pu
Mamadou, who hides in the | ‘ ; he plane thanks to someone he knc¢
France. Heis also h, ! e who deals with luggage at the other end.

present ter; : he tragedy of the story when he arrives and Didie
yulary is very much that of air travel, and students will also neg
to underSLanu Wwhy this young boy needs two sleeping bags when he gets on the

8."The story is very much “curr

From a cultural point of view, it is a great way to lead students into researching v
boy is desperate to arrive in France, though illegally. Later onin the story, we se
team (“the dream”) and then sent back home because he does not have the nec
realistic in his dark stories that they often finish badly... So, a story of our time w
discussions in a language class.
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Exam Practice Texts
‘Phillippe Claudel - Ta petite fille de Monsieur Tlinh

¢  Foundation level

Philippe Claudel was born in 1962 in Lorraine. He is a university lecturer, a write
awarded many prizes, one of which is the “Goncourt des Lycéens” for his book L¢
books and his films relate many tragic stories of people whose suffering is at the
stories in his place of birth in Lorraine, where he likes to come back to. With gre
philosophical and moral questions.

La petite fille de monsieur Linh is a story of ex
time nor the places are defined. “La
journey of a refugee. The texf
reader on a Journey (

with a many 3

mes compared to a
d be any child we see on thg
: mply, but the precise description:
3r this old man trying to survive. The friends
o common language is an excellent reflection o
ritten. The simplicity of the book makes it a very good rea

The extract is in the first chapter of the book. The use of the present tense make
students studying Foundation level. The few past tenses (savait, avait, ont perd.
vocabulary too and it should not be a problem for students to identify their mea
the main characters (the old man and the baby) and the object (the suitcase). T
(he is at the back of the boat) and it has lasted six weeks.

Itis a good text to prompt a discussion on exile, family and loneliness, and on re

‘Daniel Pennac - Lceil du loup

¢  Foundation level

Daniel Pennac was born in 1944 in Morocco. He comes from a French family wh
Corsica. His real name is Pennacchioni, but he shortened it to Pennac to publish
topic was the military service and his father was a general in the army.

His own schooling was disastrous and he gives an account of his struggles at school i
he became a bookworm, thanks to his father who loved poetry. As a boy, Daniel alv
the family bookshelves. He became a teacher of literature in secondary schools. He
aimed at children and teenagers, and his books are widely studied in primary and se
themes often consider family and childhood, education, 2 ' and literature.

L’ceil du loup was published in 1984 and Ty, or rather two parallel
arrived in France after a long g : tney, and a wolf who lost his eye ir;
has been living in the z0 ¢
The style is 2oyl ot ie humour of the narrator turns the two tragic stori
happiness, M lly-thanks to the boy’s talent for storytelling.

The extract is from the beginning of the story. The only thoughts described here
simple use of verbs in the present tense makes it a suitable text for Foundation |
tense is “il a perdu I'autre” in reference to his eye. Perdre is a known verb at this

The vocabulary remains uncomplicated and the students should be able to infer
“m’agace”, relating it to “agag¢ant” which they usually know at that level. Severz
expression “il y a dix ans” should not present a problem. Should the word “bata
should be able to establish the connection when they read “battle” in the questi
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{lain Delacour - Te petit maitre

®  Foundation level

Alain Delacour is a public writer. His parents were both booksellers and he grew
Despite having followed scientific studies, he decided to become a writer and he
speeches. He wrote a philosophical tale in 2010 which takes the reader into a re

Le petit maitre relates a conversation between an eight-year-old boy and a writ
the writer discusses a vast number of questions related to education. It transpir
child, expresses his own preferences for an education which incorporates a playt

that children®ave when they come back from school, an unmissable ritual in Fra
week and reference to school makes the text accessible for Foundation level. Th
eh ben, omission of ne for negation) but this does not disturb the clarity of the c

The grammar is also simple and out of the three verbs used in the future tense, t
discuter). Enregistrer will then have to be understood from the context and the
actually give a final indication of its meaning.

‘Philippe Delerm - C’est bien

¢  Foundation level

Philippe Delerm was born in 1950 from parents who were teachers. He studied
a teacher in secondary schools. In 1975 he settled in Normandy, where he still [i
writer in 1997 with his collection of short texts written in a very poetic style, call
autres plaisirs minuscules. Since, he has become a prolific writer who writes nov
poetry. His wife Martine has illustrated some of his books. He left teachingin 2
he now also directs a collection called Le godt des mots.

His style is often described as “impressionist” as he depicts everyday life in detai
happiness of very simple moments of life that could go unnoticed otherwise. It

‘fesent tense and all are verbs for GCSE level. The tc

to the parents view mentioned at the begmnmg)
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Sempé / Goacinny, - Tes vacances du petit Nicolas

®  Foundation level

René Goscinny was born in Paris in 1926 from a migrant family: his father was P
1928, the family left for Argentina for his father’s job and René did his schooling
happy childhood there. He was known for making people laugh and many beliex
overcome his great shyness.

His adult life was spent both in New York and in France. It led him to meet publi
contributed to famous cartoons such as Lucky Luke, and is the father of Astérix.

written hetween 1956 and 1965 in collaboration with lean-Jacques Sempé, who
with incredible humour school life in the 1960s, but his t i
describes the complexity of adult relationships, wh
work. The stories ¢an be read separatel
Belgium. in 1859, the cartoons wess
such that Goscinny carried
more stories that h

wfamily context or
nally written as cartoons
into a story with drawings dor
aries of this little boy for several yea
WEre published in 2004.

The extract R Les vacances du Petit Nicolas. it describes the children when
a cultural porft of view, it is the “cofonie de vacances” which has been the destin
long summer holidays in France for years. They were often paid for by the state
workers to look after their children in the summer.

The text is written mostly in the present tense and in the style of a child’s way of
understand and is therefore accessible to Foundation level. One difficulty could
avait grandi”, but the context should help students to imagine the scene with th
and “grandi” can be associated with the adjective “grand”. The last question sh¢
associate the words. The vocabulary is mostly simple with common verbs such &
manger, rigoler, répondre... The humour is easy to detect through the listing of w

Jules Verne - Te tour du monde en 80 jours

o Higher level

Jules Verne is an author known by most teenagers, and even if they have not rea
film. The writer was born in 1828 in Nantes and died in 1905 in Amiens (France)
either science-fiction or adventure novels and they take the readers on fantastic
follow his father’s wishes but had an irresistible attraction to writing.

He wrote his first book, Cing semaines en ballon, at the age of 35. His Voyages e
short stories and 62 novels. Most of his stories take place in the second half of t
describes and uses the technology of the time in great detail to invent his stories

time period ents with a higher lavel of language will perceive the humorou

exercise does not require grasping the subtleties to succeed,

The vocabulary is simple and the tenses are the present tense for the most part;
through both present perfect and imperfect tenses on verbs that are known at G
travailler, quitter, étre). The questions referring to the time and mentioning beir:
reach of a student of this level.

One suggestion is to use an extract of the film or illustrations from the book to d
the students.
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Comtesse de Séqur - Uémoire d'un dne

e Higher level

Sophie de Ségur (Sophie Rostopchine) is a French writer of aristocratic Russian o
Petersburg. The family fled to France in 1817. She was 18 when she arrived in F
literature and languages. She married Eugéne de Ségur, which turned out not to
which eight children were born. She started writing in her fifties and was inspire
stories she heard. She wrote Les malheurs de Sophie which recounts the stories
books, education is a recurrent theme with quite a strong patronising tone. Mér
1860 and depicts the life of a donkey called Cadichon who tells his life story and
better Indeed, httle by little, the donkey s bad temper vanizlses

avais été achete) inthe pass:ve form, and a past historic (m a
easily understandable from the context. The vocabuiary remains simple and the
can be worked out from the context (such as “écurie” in the text and “stables”
acheter, parler, comprendre, sortir, aimer, apporter, etc. are all within the range

Besides, the story of an attachment between a child and an animal is a topic ofte:
could lead to a discussion about “pets” and their importance in children’s (or adi

Jean-Marie 1e Clézio - Uondo

e Higher level

Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clézio received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2008. Bor
French and Mauritian. His mother was French and his father, who was British ar:
His grandparents came from a family that had emigrated from Brittany to Maurit
always guided his writings and his travels have inspired many of his stories. The
as a critique of civilisations.

He studied English at Bristol University in the late 1950s and started working in a
his first detective stories published in English but they were rejected by publishe
and was successful straight away. He won the Prix Renaudot in 1963 for his nov
more than 40 books, and some of his books are part of children’s literature and ¥
his style and the themes.

Mondo et autres histoires is a collection of short s
enigmatic character is given a Japanese name «zl;
takes place between master and disciz:

This extract is a port erious character. The vocabulary is rich and
: of simple and ordinary adjectives {rond, tranquill
o pt;ons (brun cendré, presque gris ...) makes it understandabl
inference. TH®Verbs are gssentially inthe imperfect tense but they belong to th

changer, savoir, marcher, arréter, demander ...

The descriptive style with a lot of detail will encourage the students, as they go t
questions, to look beyond the basic words. The last question: “Est-ce que vous v
reader into the boy’s story and arouses sympathy for this young homeless chara
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Georges Simenon - Te chien jaune

e Higher level

Georges Simenon is a well-known writer born in Belgium in 1903. He died in La
is famous for his series Maigret but he has written 193 novels and 158 short sto
to 80 pages a day! What is even more extraordinary is that he has written man
tales and articles with various pseudonyms. He claimed that writing was a voca
he has made many readers very happy! Maigret, the famous French inspector,
published between 1931 and 1972. Simenon had a friend who was an excellent
behind this incredibly gifted “commissaire”. The films have been greatly succes
generations. '

Le chien jaune, like all Maigret stories, t2
place in Brittany {Concarneau

; hrough an investigatio
08" has been noticed on the first ev
. The unfolding of the story is based more

The extract r®ates the answers that Mme Serviéres, whose husband has been
Inspector Maigret about the previous evening. The text is entirely written in pa
level text. Her sentences express the relation between events such as “he had |
linked to “that meant he was intending to go out again”. All the verbs (apart fro
understood through deduction) are common verbs at this level: se réveiller, se ¢
penser, pouvoir, etc.

Students will have to carefully read the end to understand that something serio
this is the reason why she is going through an interrogation.

Michel del Castillo - Tanguy (adapted)

o Higher level

Michel del Castillo is a French writer, born in Spain in 1933 from a French father
tragic story linked to the Spanish Civil War and his parents, although separated,
ended up with his mother in a camp for political refugees which left deep woun
Tanguy. During the Second World War, he ended up working in farms in Germa
had been betrayed by his mother who had put him in the hands of the Germans
youth detention centre and escaped in 1945.

s+ he was 24 and the
fiormal” life after such ordeal

waiting for her and wondering when the situation would get better. The text is
imperfect for the description of the context) and also refers to his feelings as he
conditions. His feelings transpire through the description of unsuccessful days a
historical context is the Second World War. The vocabulary is mostly known an
chambre étroite, chercher du travail.
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o 5 ]
Introductory Texts: Foundatior =

SR

Text 1

Timothée de Fombelle — Nouvelles contemporaines : regards sur

. . . P R, .
The scene takes place in a café. A man having a coffe \@\-\“‘-“\
o & i
. ; By pond
ordered for breakfast... W \@

Scéne de comptoir

] une tasse de café posée devant lui. C'estun grand
bonnet da gain. Quelques sacs en plastique attendent a ses pieds. On p
courses de Tvoel. Mais il est sept heures du matin. {...) Je devine qu’il a dormi

R,
-

S

\"Q\S}\\. \\\\\
Soudain, il se léve et se dirige vers un homme et une femme (...) s
- Excusez-moi de vous déranger. Est-ce que vous permettez que je vous of
- Pardon ?
- Jeserais heureux de vous offrir vos cafés et vos croissants.

- Mais pourquoi ?

e f".«/
T
i
F

Silence.

i o
w
o
HE
[
g

K

"

- Sl vous plait, ca me ferait plaisir. i
plalt, ¢ p ey

\3‘§§

Il tourne son bonnet dans la main, il attend la réponse avec anxiété. L’homme

font un grand sourire.

- Vraiment?
- Vraiment.
- Alors, volontiers, cher monsieur. Merci infiniment.
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o PREPARATION ACTIVITIES

The scene takes place in a café and presents a good opportunity to revise the

“politeness” sentences and the vocabulary for ordering food and drinks in a caf e

B
\"\\ i\}\

x\&\\\\\ﬁ

s
\\ﬁ\\ss
%‘w\\\
o %

a) Suggestion: let’s brainstorm “going to a café”...

By

/‘

Le décor

d’un café Les gens

b) Now, here’s a suggestion fo

—
ui'au café \%\\\\\.@\
0o prend votre commande \\\ ¥
e Leclient passe la commande (éléments du petit déjeuner) \\\\ﬁ\\
o S

e Leserveurrépéte et répond poliment \\\\I‘:
e Leclient (servi) remercie et demande le prix

e Leserveur répond @\&N\E&\Q

i . ) . E =

e Leclient paye et remercie / échange de salutations % §

. - - M\\\

c) Let’s check if you know these sentences/words to be polite when ordering. & L Y

®  Pourrais-je ? /Puis-je ? /Je peux...
e  Est-ce que vous aimeriez ?

O

* Volontiers Q@%

* Vousdésirez? \\\\2\\\@
ke SRR

] Merci infiniment
. Pardon ?
e  Came ferait plaisir de ...
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e GLOBAL COMPREHENSION

a) ldentify the context:

Objects (include items of clothing): ...c.oooviieiiiiieeiece e wh—s

e
R
i

S

i
2

(0] o1 To1 {=] ¢ TR

Time of day: ...... rerereens rerereens rereneens rereneens rereneens rereneens rerenr e e aaaaaaaaaaaas

b) Read between the lines:

What elements of the text lead tiie man is homeless?

&%

\\ i
S

3
S
S

o

e DETAYED COMPREHENSION

a) Questions in the target language (answers should be in French):

. QUE DO TNOMME? et

i

e
g
i //

e
¥
5
g

2
i

[T O 1 =11 oot TR

s

iii. Quels objetsy a-t-il parterre? ......cvvverririeieeiiii e

/
e
#

R

e

i
i

i
o
o

iv. Quel moment de la journée est-ce ?

/;’4?/
#
S

%

V. OUa-t-il passé la NUIt ? .eccveeiiieeieecieeeeeee e e e
H

sa®
h\\\;\k\

vi. Que propose-t-il de faire ? .....ccccovviiiiiiiii s

vii. Que fait-il en attendant la réponse du couple ? ....cccceeriiiiiiennennn.

viii. Acceptent-ils sa proposition? ......ccccceevvviiiiiiiii s

b) Discussion to finish the text:
e Why, in your opinion, does this man want to pay for this couple’s or
e Do you think they do him a favour in accepting, or should they have
e Have you heard of “café en attente”, a tradi ftaly that has b
idea and say what you think of it,

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

/Strcﬁp“ I'Stand a literary text: Read “between

si émry texts’ content is surprising: it is not what we expect
nto detail to understand it. Before you answer questions, reca
happening, who the characters are and what they are doing and you m
is where the surprise comes. Qg

Education

ig

e Also, if you make an effort to understand the tenses, you will be able to
distinguish what is “reality” and what is a “possibility” or even just a “
\ This will help you to understand literary texts much better.
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Text 2

Marguerite Duras — Yann Andréa Steiner S
R
\'\

x\&\\\\\ﬁ

s
\\ﬁ\\ss
%‘w\\\
o %

This is a holiday scene at the seaside. The narrator observes the beach and chi
and the activities.

By

Les vacances ...

/‘

Il pleut.
Il pleut sur {a mer.

Sur les foréts, sur la plage vide.

Cette année ﬂs sont petits, trés petits, |I me semble. De temps en temps lesm
[...]

s crient.

Ils aiment la pluie.

La mer.

IIs crient de plus en plus fort.

\
i
(-] t\w\

On les fait chanter « Les lauriers sont coupés ». lls chantent, mais pas ensemb
eux. llIs veulent avant tout qu’on leur raconte.

[.]

Chanter ils veulent pas.

Steiner, Margu
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o PREPARATION ACTIVITIES

a) Vocabulary activities
®  Brainstorm vocabulary related to holidays: write as many words as
you know about holidays.
e  Seaside scene: que font les gens au bord de la mer ?
¢  Compare seaside in the summer and in the winter.

R
5
W

N3
el

R

T
R
L

; i

k2

&
s
R

5
W

i
s

&
&

e
i

%

b) Your teacher will now give you lots of cut-up triangles. In groups, you must
hexagon by matching the French word with the English equivalent. =~~~

R

ties and words of

The vocab includes weather, seaside landscape and ar
(See page 71 for the completed hexagon tem

A,
i

i

i

F
g

i

i

Dessin N°1
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DETAILED COMPREHENSION

a) Read the text again and decide which sentences are CORRECT and which o

INCORRECT (if not correct, justify why it is not). e
- -
BOB @
\\%‘\%&Q\:

It is raining heavily

CORRECT INCORRECT: ittt

ii. The parasols are out on the beach

2
227

o

CORRECT INCORRECT: civvnn

i
o
gt

é%/ﬁ’f %,

iii. The children seem very yo

s
b

i

s
s

R,
S

o

2‘&&&&&%&
P

i

CORRECT

3
5

o

ren come to the beach every day

7

CORRECT INCORRECT: ittt

v. The children cry when they are out on the beach

i
23
7
i
: 5//

K=
L

CORRECT INCORRECT: ittt

2
%

=

a

i

;. i
e
S

vi. The children like the rain and the sea

a8
%
k-

g

7
am

CORRECT INCORRECT: ...oooeveoerecrsoessees s . -

S

y

&
s

vii. They sing well together

CORRECT INCORRECT: .oeviieiiiiiiiiiiieee it

viii. What they would prefer is that the adults tell stories
CORRECT INCORRECT: .eeiieeeeiiiiireeeee e e e e eiirreeeee e e

b) Reflecting on “who” we refer to:

Some “little” words called gronouns can be diffi
they refer to, your understanding of a t

derstand. Yet, if
auch better!

COPYRIGHT
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: The writer in this tex:

& thogahil ts)
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1

Ie) g;oups of people:

fes moniteurs)
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c) Circle the right answer.

Example:
Ills chantent : Who is ils?

/ les moniteurs

i.  Onles fait chanter : Who is on and who is /es?

SR
A

T
.
k-

i
i

o

g &
g

R

on = les enfants / les moniteurs

jes = les enfants / les moniteurs

2

ii. ls sont petits : Who is ils?

ils = les enfants / les

iii.
R
i

oo

les Tles enfants / les moniteurs

iv. C’est pareil pour eux : Who is eux?

eux = les enfants / les moniteurs

v. s veulent avant tout qu’on leur raconte : Who is leur?

leur = les enfants / les moniteurs
N

i
BOEE
WS
S

H

&

Strategles to understand aq lﬁerqry text: Pronouns

"who' s concerned

®  Understand the personal pronouns to know who or what the text is sp
®  forexample, in this text, “ils” can refer to several people or objects. If

how to distinguish who “ils” refers to, the meaning of the story will be
*  Askyour teacher to explain the difference between “ils”, “leur”, “lui”,
\ “eux”, and reading literarv texts will became g ier!
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Introductory Texts: ‘Higher

S,

W

Text 3
Anna Gavalda — Nouvelles & chute, Happy Meal

The narrator of the story tells us about an outing at a restaurant with a girl wh
the beginning of the story.

Cette fille, je 'aime. Vai envie de lui faire plaisir. {'ai
avec des miroirs et des nappes en tissu, Mass
autour et tout laisser refroidir. JeI'a

eHé, regarder son pr

« D’accord, me dit- “au McDonald, » [..]

R,
-

i
R

e
i

« Cela fait _'itemps « ajoute-t-elle en posant son livre prés.d’elle, si longte

Elle exagére, ¢a fait moins de deux mois. le sais compter.

Mais bon. Cette jeune personne aime les nuggets et la sauce barbecue, qu’y p
@.\“&hﬁ:\\
Si on reste ensemble assez longtemps, je lui apprendrai autre chose. Je lui ap o

crépes Suzette par exemple.

e f".«/
T
o
F

[...]

i e

¥
s
A
1.'

o
i

"

Dans la rue, je la complimente sur ses chaussures. Elle s’en offusque : « Nem
jamais vues, je les ai depuis Noél ! » Je pique du nez, elle me sourit, alors je |a
chaussettes. Elle me dit que je suis béte. Tu penses si je le savais. C’estla plu

P
‘m\\&\\

]
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0 PREPARATION ACTIVITIES

a) Discuss the topic:
e  Brainstorm vocabulary related to restaurants and types of food.
® Describe what a fast-food restaurant looks like.

R
-
e

S,

e,
|

S
S :
B R

R

o
R
“C\t\\“\\\\\'
3

L serie? (Do some research and look at photos of a brasserie.)

c) Vocabulary activities

Connect the words with their meaning.

1. unenappe

4
]

ﬁ/
2
?
e
S
4
5

e
v
i

2. uncomptoir

e
o

i o
w
o
HE
[
g

"

3. uneserviette

i
o
R \\@\

]

4. letissu

5. piquerdu nez

6. s’offusquer

7. choisir

8. sourire
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10. refroidir
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o GLOBAL COMPREHENSION

a) Read the text and complete the grid below, extracting information from th

about each character. S
The girl Th - -
S e

S
E

i
i

o

-

R

2

Ry

s
L

i

e

i
BOEE
WS

S

H

b) Read the text again.

i.  What words refer to the girl and what words refer to the man? (Some

disappointed annoying impatient [loving
enthusiastic demanding immature childis

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig
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c) Reflecting on the text

i. “Sionreste ..., je lui apprendrai”: what tense is used for the verb “app

tenses with “Si” in the sentence imply?

SR
B
S i

L

i
i

o

R

R

2

iii. “Lo plus jolie fille t does “la plus” indicate about his opi

Ry

s
L

i

o DETAILED COMPREHENSION

a) Circle the right answer.

How long is it since they went to a McDonald’s?

i.  Two months
T

H

ii. Lessthantwo months

&

iii. More than two months

iv. Atleasttwo months

The girl has had her shoes since:
i. December

ii. Christmas

iii. A few months

COPYRIGHT
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iv. Afew day‘s

ig
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ii. He knows everything

iii. Heis stupid

iv. Heisannoying
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b) Answer the questions in English.

vi.

Vii.

viii.

Where would the narrator like to take the girl for a meal?

What is the condition for him to be able to introduce her to other types

What does he compliment her on when he realises mentioning the sho:

Is he still fond of her at the end of the story despite her demands and r
feelings.)

Strategies to understand q literary text: Unknowh vocabul

It helps to remind yourself of vocabulary related to the topic. It helps to
makes the text more familiar as early as the first reading.

You can deduce the meaning of a word from conte:die.g.; s’offusquer i

to know but the punctuation and the girl’s
see that she is not very pleased)

Rely on the words you know and do not panic about the ones you do no
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Text 4
Marcel Pagnol — La gloire de mon pére (adapted)

The narrator is a young boy whose mother used to leave him in his father’s cla
market.

Lorsgu’elle allait au marché, ma mere me laissait au passage dans la classe de
a des gamins de six ou sept ans. Je restais assis, bien sage, au premier rang.

[...] Un matin, ma mére m’'a déposé & ma place, | ‘ue mon pére éc

Maman ne m‘a pas puni! Tu n’as pas bien écrit! »

Il s’est avancé vers moi :

« Qui t’'a dit qu’on t’avait puni?

C'est écrit. » [...]

« Voyons, vayons, dit-il enfin, est-ce que tu sais lire ?

- Oui -

Voyons, voyons... », répétait-il.
[...]

« Eh bien, lis. »

Jai lu la phrase a haute voix.

Alors, il estallé prendre un abécédaire, et j'ai lu sans difficulté plusieurs page

Je crois que ce jour-ia a été ia plus grande joie d

from Marcel Pagn
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o PREPARATION ACTIVITIES

a) Discuss the topic

e  Revise the vocabulary of school. i

. : : : : SRR
e  Describe what a classroom in 1957 was like (use a picture — suggesti \‘“\i\i\é\b\*
one of Doisneau’s black-and-white pictures from that period). S

S i
i a

W

e Use the vocabulary activity below to encourage describing a classroo

b) Vocabulary activities (match the word with the picture)

i. Lebureau vi. Lebulleti @\\x\\
ii. Lelivre vii. g\\i %
iii. Le tableau L I

Le cahier
Lever la main

iv. ia bibliothéque
v. leclasseur

R,
-

&

\ A
i S
SR

o
R
“C\t\\“\\\\\'
3

e f".«/
T
i
F

i o
w
o
HE
[
g

"

P
‘m\\&\\

]
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e GLOBAL COMPREHENSION

a) ldentify who, where, what
s
S

Who are the characters?

i
i

What is the father’s job?

o

g &
g

S
\%\%&\N
&

2

Where does the scene take place?

What does the father discove
his son at the end of ¢

e,
|

oy
\
& -
i S
=
o Kk‘
i

b) Underst®ding the verbs in the text

This is a conversation and many words give us information about the way
Can you find these words in the text?

Look at the verbs used, write them in their infinitive form and give their m

Verb in the text Infinitive

1. allait aller s

H

2. laissait

&

3. apprenait

4. restais

5. adéposé

6. écrivait
7. 2apuni
8. aicrié

COPYRIGHT
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9. s'estretourné

10. aregardé

11.

12. 5“ ' ‘é’\)é nece i 9

13. voyons 09

14. sais Education
15. ailu

16. crois
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c) Canyou work out the meaning of these words?

e DETAILED COMPREHENSION

Sage (je restais assis bien sage, au premier rang) : the boy is being lef
you think he is expected to be?

Gamins (mon peére, qui apprenait a lire a des gamins de six ou sept an
mentioned here in the classroom ?

Magnifiguement {mon pére écrivait magnifiquer;
what word do you recognise in this adv

s sur le tableau) :

’

ve prendre un abécéduire, et j'ai lu sans difficul
ren are learning how to read, what is it?

a) Read the text again and complete the sentences to see the sequences of a

vi.

Vii.

viil.

Xi.

Xii.

The mother was BOINE t0 ..ovvvevviviiieieeeiceeriee e
The father was te€aching ....ccceeeveeeviiiiieeee e
The boy had t0 StAY cevvvveeerieiiicciii e
When the boy arrived in the classroom, the father was ....................
The sentence he wrote on the blackboard means
The boy protested that the sentence was not ........ceeevvvvvvceninnnnnnnn.
He explains that no, his mother ......cccccoeviiiii
He adds that this father has Not ......coooociieeiiiiie s
The father is surprised that his SON .....ccceevvvciiiiieeeiee e,
He wants to check that his son

The boy then managesto ...........
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b)

Answer the questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentence

On her way to the market, what does the mother do?

Why was the father surprised?

='father full of joy?

Skim read: this means that you read the text in order to have a general
enable you to start answering the “wh” questions: who, where, when,
them (sometimes the extract will only tell you a couple).

Second reading with annotations: highlight what seems important, pu
marks next to what you still do not understand. In the context of the e.
have to apply your understanding of the story to work out what may st
to you. Good readers finish building the text by their own deductions.

Again, rely on what you understand and do not panic about what you d
understand. The chances are that there will not be questions on that.
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Practice texts : Foundation

Text 5

Yvon Mauffret — Pépé la Boulange

The narrator is a young boy who has travelled to Belle-lle, a small island off th
his grandfather. The grandfather is going back to the island where he was bor
it after many years of living in the Paris grea. He is ot the hotel reception.

Madamie Gallen aime parler avec ses clients.

- Vous étiez déja venu ici

de Ker®onis. {...]
- Jensuis slr, madame !
- Pour vos repas, monsieur Boulanger, vous les prendrez ici ?
- Peut-étre pas certains déjeuners, si nous partons en excursion. Mais tres

Les chambres sont grandes, simples, mais d’une rigoureuse propreté, et les dr
Les fenétres donnent sur un jardin ou les mimosas se fanent déja, mais ou les
énorme figuier commence a préparer ses feuilles.
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° GLOBAL COMPREHENSION

a) After reading the text, link the information below:

S
E

Madame Gallen

i
i

Les clients

o

-

R
&gﬁ&sﬁﬁ\

Monsieur Boulanger

2

Berg-Er-Squeul
\ Kerdonis /}

b) Show off your gra

o ‘Rk"
e

e Prasent: je parle {le présent)

Imperfect: je parlais (I'imparfait)

e  Perfect tense: j’ai parlé (le passé composée)
e  Future: je parlerai (le futur)

Verb in the text What tense is used? Circle th

aime present imperfect perfec

e

i
BOEE
WS

S

H

étiez present imperfect perfec

. . S
suis venu present imperfect perfec §‘

verrez present imperfect perfec

prendrez present imperfect perfec

partons present imperfect perfec

sont present imperfect perfe

donnent present

COPYRIGHT
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c) Reflect on the extract:

Given the intrg

R R LN L R P e R R P R R R R R R R R e P R R P P P PP P PP

ig
ii.  When the woman speaks about places to see, what does the exclama
sdr, Madame !” actually mean?
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iii. When reading the last paragraph, what impression do you have of the
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o EXAM-STYLE QUESTION

a) Putacrossin each of the four correct boxes.
S
\\\\\3\\\\
Example: The grandfather’s surname is Boulanger x%\\‘\‘
P grandf 9 = .
&
xw \\\
i.  Madame Gallen likes having conversations with the guests at the hote \\‘\iw
o
gy
N

R

r?'
/f

@*\X
|

3 \*\\«\\\
. . S
iv. Th\ge®ian at the hotel recommends walks to do \\\ i
S
%\\‘
v. They will have breakfast at the hotel but will be out for the rest of the

vi. The hotel rooms are large but not exactly very clean S

o
i
5N E: .

i
5;’
-
f/,f/f

7
o
i

vii. From the windows of the bedrooms, they can see the garden \\\\\\\

/;//
.
Eo

f
f@

\\\&1\

viii. The garden is in blossom and there are figs on the fig tree

/ Strategies to understand q liferqry te
Visualise the scene and determine the key

®  Visualise the scene: From the introduction, you know that the two cha
and the grandfather} have arrived on a small isl
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Text 6

Marie Desplechin — Le bon Antoine
The narrator is a young boy who is writing about his struggle at school as he g

Je me souviens, quand j’'étais en sixieme?*, j’étais bon. En cinquieme, ¢a allait
guatriéme. Et 13, je ne sais pas ce qui est arrivé. (...) Deux mois de vacances e
rares trucs que j’avais retenus jusque-ia {...). En fait, ca ne m’intéressait plus, |

Le prof d’histoire dit que je suis paresseux. Les a
I’annonce publiquement.{...) Ce n‘est p
m’assieds, je m’endors. Sl je fai
obliger ma pensée a 5’

X pas travalller c'estqu
ur garder les yeux ouverts, jai m

from Le bon Antoine, Marie Desplechin, pp. 8-9, Gallim
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° GLOBAL COMPREHENSION

a) What do you know about the French secondary school system?
s
wa

i

Can you complete the grid to understand the levels in France?

British system Le collége en France

i
i

Year 7 6eme

o

g &
g

Year 8

2

X S
Year 9 & \§

b5 a¥
Year 10

Year 11

o ‘Rk"
e

Year 13

You may also want to explain the difference between “le college” (up to “tr
to “terminale”).

b) Here are 7 words in English. Find their equivalent in French from the text a

teacher, forgotten, holidays, lessons, marks, lazy, fa
/f g 7 y '’ , '’ y/f 1\&&.&&&&“

i
BOEE
WS

S

Antoine était un bon éléve. Mais il raconte que pendantles .........ccccoeeeene. il
e

............................................. ce qu’il avait appris. L'opinion du ........ccccueuu..e. N

=100 ] o I =1) AR

Mais lui dit qu’il n’y peut rien. Quand il s’assoit, il $" .c.cceeveeeevieeeiereceireee

Alors maintenant, €S ....c.cocvveeeveiecnec e e etles .o

I'intéresse plus.

c) Identify who says or thinks each: the boy or the ten

COPYRIGHT
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i. He used tobe a good studer

ig

iv. Hesaysitpublicly

09
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v. Hefindsitdifficulttowork

vi. He fails to push himself and be keen i,
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o EXAM-STYLE QUESTION

a) Answer the questions in English.

Example \“&i\:\i\\s\ﬁ
.- . s
When did it start going badly at school? &\\i\\\\\y

= At the end of Year 9 (quatriéme) S

s S
SEREE \‘%\"

r?'

\

i

What did he realise when he went back to school after the holiday?

ii.  What had he lost interest in?

:
-------------------------------------------------------------- pd
%

s,

W

iii. Whatdoes 4 sa‘y publicly?

&%

\\ i
S

3
S
S

o

iv. Whg:c stops him from doing his work?

i

e
g
i //

e
¥
5
g

2
i

s

/
e
#

R

e

i
o
7

S
e

P
E3

Strategies to understand q errqry text: Knowing the
sentence helps to uncover the secret of 't

®  Verbs indicate actions and the pronoun indicates who is doing it. The
when the action takes place.

%

S
e,
-

sa®
h\\\;\k\

For example, in this text, he uses “étais” to explain what happened to
says “guand je m’assieds, je m’endors” he explains what happens in th

®  Adjectives describe, so “paresseux” describes how he is (according to t
/ “bon” decribes what kind of student he used to be.

®  Adverbs say how the gction was done (publig
says that the boy is lozy)
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Text 7

Antoine de Saint Exupéry — Le Petit Prince

R
-
e

The Little Prince is meeting a geographer on the planet where he has just arriv

La sixiéme planéte (...) était habitée par un vieux Monsieur qui écrivait d’énor g

- Je suis géographe, dit le vieux Monsieur. o
- Qu'est-ce gu'un géographe ? "
- C'est un savant qui connait olt se trouvent |

(..‘.) §
- Elle est bien belle, votre pla;
- le ne puis pas le sayrs

uves, les villes,

u'il y a des océans ? :‘Q&R\Qﬁ%

nes ? i

. avoir, dit le géographe. § 3

- Etdeseg®et des fl des déserts ? |
Et desu® et des fleuves et des déserts ? S

- Je ne puis pas le savoir non plus, dit le géographe. %&&§§§\%

) . ~ . I s

Mais vous étes géographe ! T -

4
]

ﬁ/
2
?
e
S
4
5

i,
i

?f o
R
% /:ﬁ/
3
[

"

s

P \\":\:‘ﬁ\“
‘m\\&\\

]
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o GLOBAL COMPREHENSION

a) Vocabulary: geographical words
S

S
E

Link the words in the first box with the names in the second box.

o

Planéte

Mer

i
i

o

-

R

2

Océan

Désert

Ry

s
L

i

b) Read the text once, then find each of the missing words below in French a

%&&\?&&%
[ dit Uil @St cueceeee e (geographer). :

e
e

i
Le Petit Prince VeUL .......ccoeevveneieste e creenne (to know) ce qu’il fait exacte

[l explique qu’un géographe est UN ......ccccceveerieieeieeneevese e (scholar, exp

Mais ce vieux monsieur ne sait pas s'ity a des ......... e airae b arahe se et eeteaene (o

non plus s il y @ des v S

COPYRIGHT
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............. wamrsrnrisespesrinesarennerses {(IESETES).
Le Petit Prince

Alors, le géographe explique qu'il nest pas ... e retreraees e (expl

ig

............................................. (to count).
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c) Reflect on the end of the text.

i.  Canyou work out why the geographer says he does not know to all th
asks? S
s

S
E

i
i

ii.  What do you think an explorer who visits the planet would come to se

o

......................................................................................................... .
i
.

R

2

iii. What would the geographer do next?

0 EXAM-STYLE Q!

a) Under

er for each statement.
: &

Example®™ e
The old manis: *“;;\%g\;\\

\\:&-\L‘:\\.\\\w
i.  writing in old books S
ii. reading thick books P

iii. writing huge books

iv. reading huge books r
He explains that a geographer: Hgt
&&\3&&\%
i.  knows where rivers are R&
ii. knows the names of the rivers \&&@\@
H R
iii. knows where rivers start and end Strateg| o
, , text: Foll
iv. knows everything about the geography of a place
(and ho
When the Little Prince asks questions, he replies:
i.  heshould not know e We h
ii. he will not know texts
there
iii. he cannot know unde.
iv. he has never known “logi
[ ]
The Little Prince is surprised becaus FOI; € COPYRIGHT
. follo PROTECTED
i. geog
i unde
betw.
iii. geog
V. e  Mind 19
The geographer explains that: upa Q
geograp P ' we ca 9
i.  he cannot see the planet with the explorer betw EéUCQtiOﬁ
ii. he only knows what is written in the books b:tw
the ¢
iii. he needs an explorer to tell him about it lack o

iv. he does not know how to count
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‘Practice Texts: Higher et

Text 8

Pierre Gripari — Les contes de la rue de Broca (adapted)

This is the beginning of a fairy tale with a witch who would like to be beautiful
that tells her how this can be achieved.

Il'y avait une fois, dans le quartier des Gobelins,
mais qui aurait bien voulu passer pour la plutb

Un beau jour, en lisant le jn eres, elle est tombée surle commun

Mad )
Vous W5 vieille et laide
Vous deviendrez jeune et jolie |

Et pour cela:

Mangez une petite fille,

A la sauce tomate !

Et plus bas, en petite lettre :

Attention !

Le prénom de cette petite fille

Devra obligatoirement commencer

Par la lettre N !

Hors il y avait, dans ce méme quartier, une petite fille qui s
Said (...) qui tenait I’épicerie-buvette de la rue Broca.

7

appelait Nadia

- Il faut que je mange Nadia, se dit la sorciere.

from Pierre Gripari, L

AN

L

SN "
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0 GLOBAL COMPREHENSION

a) Anticipate/predict
&
s
.

R

i.  Just by using the introductory note in English, can you anticipate som

i
i

o

R

ii. Read the text once.

2

ldentify: @\&N\
WHO the characters are: ..o e i T s OF

iii. i
%\ i

Thié'iime, identify: s

A
The PROBLEIM: ..ottt et e e e e e
S
THe SOLUTION: ......oooomvieeimnnceieeseeiss oo &N
R
b) Find the French translations of these words in the text: b B
i Old S
\Ql“\_
i, Y e S
Uely e
\\
iii. Beautiful e
V. YOUNE et e e eee e e
VoooSmall
Vi. Oldest

Now match these words to the characters:

vii. Thewitch i

COPYRIGHT
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viii. The girl

ig
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c) Spotverbs and tenses

Match the following:

A.  ilyavait

B. auraitvoulu

C. enlisant

D. esttombée

E. étes

F. deviendrez

G. mangez

H.

L s WBelait
J. cétait

K. tenait

L. il faut

M. mange

d) Now read the text again while using the answers to the exercises.

Let’s recap the story through these questions:

WHO has a problem?

WHERE does she find a solution?

iv. WHAT is the soluti

10.

11.

12.

13.

Literary Texts Practice for GCSE AQA French Reading Exam
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e EXAM-STYLE QUESTION

a) Putthe crossesinthe correct boxes. You do not need to use each person
can use people more than once. e
i
e
b

i
i

Example: This person lived in the Gobelins district X

o

g &
g

R

i.  This character is a shopkeeper

2

ii.  This person is the oldest in the family

iii. This person has ngannouncement

: : &
'son will have to buy tomato sauce %\ e
b&&&&&@\%

i
i

. . @ \&\\
/ Strategies to understand q literary text: Read t &9
W
e  Use the introductory sentence in English: Sometimes, the introductor § &
will give clues to something in the text that may be more difficult to u \\\%\@\\\
Most of the time, this sentence also helps you determine where or wh \Q\R \§

is taking place or who the characters are. Do not overlook this preciou D
. . . L . Y
information. Here you know before you start reading that it is a fairy R\%
there is a witch. You even know what she is trying to achieve. “;;\%
R
®  From this context, gradually build the story as you read using the othe .

K mentioned, such as answering the questions who, where, when, what,
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Text 9

Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt — Oscar ef la dame rose

A S
oS =
Tl

S8 S
i

Oscar is a 10-year-old boy who is in the terminal phase of cancer. Mamie-Ros
lady who is allowed to visit him at the hospital to speak to him and help.

o

- C'estarrangé. J'aila permission. Pendant douze jours, je peux venir te v
- Moietrien gue moi ?

- Toi et rien gque toi, Oscar. Douze jours. (...}

- Douze jours ? €ava st mal que ¢a, Mamie-Rose

(...} Elte hésitait. {...)

- Quel jour sommes-nous, Oscar ?
- (...} Vous ne voyez pas my
- Dans mon pays, (¥

s

n est le 19 décembre.

" il
peut & \\3\
- Clest &

S
SRR
SRR \$\\

-
A

- Cest ?™egende. (...) Je voudrais gu'on y joue, toi et moi. Enfin, surtou
observeras chaque jour en te disant que ce jour compte pour dix ans.

- Dixans? T
- Oui, unjour :dix ans.
- Alors dans douze jours, j'aurai cent trente ans ! e Y

- Oui, tu te rends compte ?
from Eric-Emmanuel
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0 GLOBAL COMPREHENSION

a)

b)

What do you understand first?
i. Pairwork
Read the text and, with a partner, share what you have understood a

ii. Associate these words with the story:

DHOUZE wiiinvisiuninininsanssansosiunssonssnsonsssnssssonssonssssonsssnsssssssonssnsssnssnssnessenns
Dix P A B N I N BN B E AN B E AN AN NN NN ey VERsEN IR ENRR RN L
Décembre. .., T et

D‘ix-neqf.

(0] o) o (=T 01 (< TR

Can you now say whether this information is clearly said in the text (cs) or
i.  Mamie-Rose has been given permission to visit the boy every day for
ii. The boy will die after these 12 days

iii. Mamie-Rose confirms that he has a short time left to live

iv. This conversation takes place on 19™ December

v. Mamie-Rose knows a legend to forecast the weather for 12 months a
vi. She asks the boy to live each day as if it were a period of 10 years of h
vii. She wants him to experience what each period of life is like through h
viii. Oscar realises that he could be 130 years old by the time he has playe

ix. Oscaris excited about the idea

X. Mamie-Rose is pleased that she has
to the full and positively

hirng to make Oscar |
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e EXAM-STYLE QUESTION

a) Answer the questions in English.
Example T
Could Mamie-Rose decide to come and see the boy as she pleased?

= No, she has been granted permission (probably from the doctors)

A
ol
S
S S
g

e
.................................................................................................................. i

Mo oE

s

What did the boy realise when he asked the question “¢ca va si mal?"?

o

2
#
2

o

S
\\%‘\_\R\_\\..

ii. Whyisthe boy surprised when she asks wh

y

é%/ﬁ’f %,

b

T .
s
R,
"
L
b\&&&&&\g\%

S

v

iii. people to predict?

iv. How does she use the legend to make a deal with the boy?

i
R
v. How does he feel about the plan? ) \§
B &
.......................................................................................................... I

Pl
S
s

Strategies to understand q literary text: Ldentify pro ;

e  Often stories revolve around a problematic situation and a possible sc
what they are helps understand or unveil the meaning (or the logic).

i

e Here the problem is “cancer” and the life expectancy of the boy.

®  The “helpful” character is Mamie-Rose; she uses the word “legend” sc
that her idea is somewhat imaginative.

e The solution is “tu observeras” — notice the future tense —and each d
be “dix ans”.
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Text 10 S
Marc Villard — Fly Mamadou (adapted) S

B
The story describes a young African boy trying to get to France for a better life. @* @&E\
Sy

Sy am

Mamadou, dix-sept ans, pénétre sur la piste d’atterrissage de Brazzaville a 20h g

s’appréte a décoller. Francis lui fait signe prés de la piste. Le garcon rejoint so L

Vyvais? demande Mamadou. %?R\g\\\\\i
1,'u as pris tes sacs de couchage? \@\%
Evidemment. Allez, tu peux prier ton dieu p § .
La-dessus, le jeune homme se glize: ute a bagages de I'avion (...) Il se &&&&&&%
de couchage, mais il sai ' “sera nécessaire quand {'appareil prend e
A Roissy-{ : e{...) Didier Kanga, hagagiste, est le premier a pénétr i“\\x\ §\
Le gosse g a signalé est verdatre dans ses duvets mais vivant. W

On esten France? &&&&&@\g\%

T

- , A _ - ‘\:‘\
Roissy. Allez, dépéche-toi. %\M

i

G

R

Puis les jeunes gens se glissent sans étre vus sous le ventre de I"avion et grimp

Fa
. S
service. &

//4//2’/

B

’%
//

: /5%’/’
L N
F i
gz
@,

S

o

//

o

i

i
O BB
i 7
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° GLOBAL COMPREHENSION

a) Vocabulary group
Underline in the text all the words that relate to travelling by plane. *\““,\E&E@
i
g

Mo oE

b) Work out meanings of words

s

For each word, find which word you think it relates to. Circle the oneitrela
it means.

o

2
#
2

o

The exercise helps you to identify three words of the text and then asks you
using the context and the cluses in the word itsel

S
\\%‘\_\R\_\\..

y

é%/ﬁ’f %,

- . :‘ﬁ
i.  Bagagiste: bagage / e / barman m&&\%

s

Ry
e

ii. Sappréter:présde / préparer / apprendre / pratiquer \\@\@‘\
Does it refer to: being closeto / beingfarfrom / being ready for
S
. . . B =5
Give your own understanding of the word: .........ccccceeeiiiiiiiiicennnnn, %\\\\Q @
. . . &\“:\W\\
iii. Sacde couchage: pourle pain / pourleslivres / pourdormir / §\‘ \%\
e x

Does it refer to: sleeping on asofa / keeping warm while not having .
B

prsee &
gh B
e
i

\\\\EX\

Give your own understanding of the word: .........ccccceeeiiiiiiiiicennnnn,

i

iv. Onyour own

VT e ) =T TP

VOITUNE T8 SBIVICE 5 1niivnieisnsiinneeesnsrsssoessnsrsssoessssssnsoessssssnsssssnssssnssssnses

c) Clarifying a key sentence
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“Tu peux prier ton dieu pour ma 5
Discuss with someone tand this to mean.
Think k¢
: 2 Mamadou?

ig
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ii.  Whatis he about to do?

iii. Why does he ask his friend to pray to his god?
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d) Read the text again and complete the grid.

Who (three characters) Where (give details) —

\\\\\R\Q

{\\
\"\\

x\&\\\\\ﬁ

s
\\ﬁ\\ss
%‘w\\\
o %

By

/‘

o EXAM-STYLE QUESTION

a) Answer the questions in French.

Quand Mamadou est-il a I'aéroport de Brazzaville?

\&l“
i

. \\\@:&

COPYRIGHT
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\\\\\R\Q

{\\
\"l\

Text 11 e
Philippe Claudel — La petite fille de Monsieur Linh %\\@%
\\%\\;&E
%&&\\\
N

By

/‘

In this passage, an old man arrives in a country unknown to him having fled th

C’est un vieil homme debout a Uarriére d'un bateau. Il serre dans ses bras une
né, plus léger encore que la valise. Le vieil homme s Monsieur Linh.
s'appelle ainsi car tous ceux gqui le savaient san

(...) U'enfant est sage. C'es vait six semaines lorsque Monsieur

Philippe Claudel, La pe

\
R
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1. Arethe statements TRUE, FALSE or NOT MENTIONED?

a) The old man has just stood up to see the new country where he is arri

b) He s carrying a newborn baby and a heavy suitcase
c) Noone knows his name because he has lost the ones who knew who
d) The childis now 12 weeks old

e) The other passengers have lost their suitcases

f)  The boat stopped at various towns on the w:
g) The crossing has lasted six

r after this long trip

Suggested writing task:

Vous décrivez un voyage que vous avez fait dans un e-mail a votre amife).

Décrivez :

o Jelieu

e |etype de transport

®  gvec qui vous avez voyagé
®  cequevous avez fait

\Ecrivez environ 90 mots en frangais.
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Text 12

Daniel Pennac — L’ ceil du loup

\&&&&%\g\ﬁ
S
In this text, the wolf is in his enclosed space and watches a boy who is staring "

the wolf’s perspective.

Debout devant I’'enclos du loup, le gar¢on ne bouge pas. Le loup va et vient. |
s’arréte jamais.

‘¢ 3a S
« M’agace, celui-ta ... » \@ \§
) ¥

Voila ce que pense le loup. Cela faif
immobile comme un arbre.g

helres que le gargon est |3, deb
r le loup marcher. [...].
‘ . —_— : R
Les autre: ¢ , sautent; crient, pleurent, ils tirent talangue au loug Qg N

. i . o . X E i
les jupes (XREE méres. Puis, ils vont faire les clowns devant la cage du gorill w
reste debout, immobile, sifencieux. Seuls ses yeux bougent. [...]. s
o
Le loup, lui, ne voit le gargcon qu’une fois sur deux. e

C'est qu’il n’a qu’un ceil, le loup. Il a perdu I'autre dans sa bataille contre les h &
sa capture. % \§

e f".—/
T
i
F

:()’/ o
[
Ed
B
1/

G,

o
i

"

i
o
R \"\\®

]
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1. Putacrossin each of the four correct boxes.

Example The boy is still

a)  The wolf does not stop moving

b)  The boy finds the wolf annoying

c)  The boyis next to a frozen tree

d)  The boy has been watching th ut two hours

shout and cry, hiding their faces in their mothers’
f) Tf‘ﬂué..'.c.)ther children prefer to go and see the gorilla

g) The boy does not move, not even his eyes; he stares at the wolf

h)  The wolf has lost an eye in the battle against human beings

i) He is 10 years old

( Suggested writing task:

Vous racontez une visite a un zoo ou parc animalier dans votre blog.

Vous décrivez :

e  QOuc’était

e [esanimaux que vous avez vus

e (e que vous avez gimé

e Avec qui vous avez fait cette visite

inez environ 90 mots en francais.
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Text 13

Alain Delacour — Le petit maitre

m&&&&\g\ﬁ
i
In this passage, a young school boy calls a public writer to ask him to write a b "

- Bon, admettons que j'accepte de t'aider a écrire ton livre. Comment vois
- Ohben c’est simple, je t'appellerai tous les jeudis entre 5 heures et 5 heu
- Aumoins, c'est précis ¢a | Pourquoi les jeudis ? Et pourquoi a ce momen
- Parce que ca me laisse le temps de goliter en revenant ge "école. Et parc

tard & la maison le jeudi et je suis tout seul a ce s 13
- Et on fera quoi entre 5 heures et 5 heu

e,
|

oy

\‘&\ E:
e
5
=

Edition

e f".«/
T
o
F

i e
¥
s
A
1.'

o
i

"

i
o
R \\@\

]
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1. Underline the right answer.

Example

The writer:

i.  has already accepted to write the book

ii. isonlyprepared to help the boy write it

iii. supposes that he accepts to write the book
iv. refuses to write the book

SR
A e
p
S
i \§§ \EQ

5

A

o

a) The boy offers to call him every Thursday:
i.  before five o’clock

2

n after 5.15 B \\%\%\%&N
iii. from aquarter to five &% o
iv. between five and a quart OF

]

b

b
a3
s

B
i

Ry
e

e
e

o

v

b) ry precise regarding the time of the appoi

W, ants to have time alone after school
iv. his mother is not back from work yet so it is convenient

c) The boy thinks the book can be written if:
i. they speak and the writer records their conversation
ii. he speaks while the writer writes his words down
iii. the writer keeps a register with notes about their exchange

iv. their discussion gives the writer lots of ideas to write about @ .

L

d) The boy w.ants to write this book because: S
i.  he thinks he has to learn about adults v

ii.  he thinks that children should learn from it
iii. he thinks that adults have things to learn from children
iv. he thinks that children should speak more to adults

i

i

\\\\EX\

/ Suggested writing task:

Vous parlez d’un livre que vous avez aimé lire dans une conversation avec vot
de frangais.

Dites :

*  de quoi parie I'histoire

*  ouetquand elle se passe

®  pourguoi vous avez aimeé ce !
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Text 14
Philippe Delerm — C’est bien

R
-
e

This extract describes an outing to eat at a fast-food restaurant, and why child
not so keen!

Les parents n’aiment pas trop ca. lls disent que la nourriture n’est pas bonne,
pas cela qui les ennuie le plus. Non, ce qu'ils n’aiment pas, c’est les couleurs, |

Au fast-food, tout est bien, et méme déja cette & %

uxentre les différents hamburgers
dae, lemon sundae. Au bout de chaque
mine dans certains films américains. {...)

On a tout le temps de choisir su
desserts mirobolants :
képi en papig

e,
|

S
S :
B R

R

o
R
“C\t\\“\\\\\'
3

Ce qui est g Hicile, au fast-food, c’est de choisir vite entre le grand Coca, C
frites, petite portion.

e f".«/
T
i
F

i o
w
o
HE
[
g

"

i
o
R \\@\

]
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1. Answer the questions in English.

Example S
S
Do parents like fast food? -
. e
= No, they say that the food is not good B

\"l\

.

a) Give three examples of what parents truly dislike in a fast-food restau g@‘\\i\
p

T W
s

RS
%‘w\\\
N

By

/‘

b) What benefit is there to

c¢) What makes us think that we are in an American film?

d) What choice is the hardest to make?

\
R

K Suggested writing task:

Vous racontez une sortie au fast-food a vos parents.

Décrivez :

e (e que vous avez mangé

o Avecquivous étiez

*  Pourquoivous agimez ot n’'aimez pas afler au fast-

Ecrivez enviran 90 mots.
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Text 15

Sempé / Goscinny — Les vacances du petit Nicolas

S,

W

In this extract, children are at a summer camp and reflect on their experience o}
parents.

La colonie de vacances [...] est trés bien. [...] On s’amuse drélement. La seule
nos mamans ne sont pas la. Oh ! bien slr, on s’écrit des tas de lettres, les pap
on raconte ce qu’on fait, on dit qu’on est sages, gu’on mangz hien, qu’on rigol

. o . ) . SRR
fort, et eux, ils nous répondent que nous devons nts, qu’on doit m \\\\\\ \§
prudents et qu’ils nous font de grosses his &st pas la méme chose ‘&Q §

mamans sont 3.

[..] M. Rateaw le ¢ entré avec un gros sourire {...] etil a dit:

e,
‘%.%\'\\\‘:‘;2\
& W
o \\}

onne surprise pour toi, ta maman et fon papa sont venus te W

S
[...] Crépin a sauté au cou de sa maman, et puis a celui de son papa, il les aem o
5

grandi. HmmEm

- Crépi ety

Sempé-Goscinny, Les L W

e f".«/
i,
A
F

i o
y.
o
HE
[
g

"

i

P
‘m\\&\\

]
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1. Answer the questions in French.
Example
Pourquoi I'enfant aime-t-il la colonie de vacances?

=>» Parce qu’on s’amuse bien / drélement

a) Comment les enfants communiquent-ils avec leurs parents ?

b) Est-ce qu'ils disent de bonnes choses a le

d)

/ Suggested writing task:

Ecrivez une carte postale d vos copains. Parlez de vos vacances.

Dites :

e QOuvous étes

®  Avec qui

e (e que vous avez fait et ce que vous allez faire demain
®  Quel temps il fait

inez environ 90 mots.
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Exam Practice Texts: Higher

\\\\\R\Q

{\\
\"l\

x\&\\\\\ﬁ

s
\\ﬁ\\ss
gy
o %

Text 16

Jules Verne — Le tour du monde en 80 jours

By

/‘

The extract describes how Jean Passepartout was hired by Phileas Fogg to be h

A ce moment, on frappe 3 la . C'est le nouve

«Vous étes francais et vous vous an

Jai D la France il y a cing ans et je suis en Angleterre ou je voudrais av

travail quand j’ai appris que vous étiez I’homme le plus tranquille de la vi

—  Votre nom me plait. On m’a dit du bien de vous. Vous savez ce que je ve

—  Oui, monsieur.

— Bien. Quelle D avez-vous ?

\
R

—  Onze heures vingt-cing, monsieur, répond Passepartout en regardant sa
— Cen’est pas|’heure juste.

—  Pardonnez-moi, monsieur.

—  Votre montre est en D de quatre minutes. Ne I'oubliez pas, c’est impo
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1. Complétez le texte avec les mots de la liste ci-dessous.

Ecrivez la bonne lettre dans chaque case.
S
3

W

A. famille

B. travail

S

G

D. | retard & \Q
&2 &F

E. temps

R,
-

i
R

o
R
.-Q\\X\\\\\'
3

G. | heu re

H. métiers

P

/ Suggested writing task:

Ecrivez une conversation entre deux amis qui préparent un voyage.

w2 P
» .
s
A
1.'

o
i

"

i
o
R \\@\

]

Dites :

e QOuils vont aller et pourquoi
®  Quand et combien de temps
e  Comment ils vont voyager

e Cequ’ilsiront visiter

\Ecrivez environ 150 mots.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

09

Education

Literary Texts Practice for GCSE AQA French Reading Exam Page 61 of 91




Text 17

Comtesse de Ségur — Mémoire d’un dne
Jd

S

-'\\2
& g

The narrator is a donkey who speaks about his owner, a young girl for whom h

i

i

P

.:jf
o
i

J’avais été acheté par un monsieur et une dame qui avaient une fille de douze
s’ennuyait. Elle vivait a la campagne et seule, car elle n’avait pas d’'amies de s
pas d’elle; sa maman l'aimait assez [...]

Pl
=

Rttt
i
i

@/
i
S

%

Ma petite mattresse s'appelait Pauline; elle était tris vent malade; tres
jolie. Elle m'appela Cadichan: ce nom m’est:

Ma petite maitresse m'aimait beang

-

B

-
P
D
.
;

gnait, me caressait.

E

P
#
-
-
-
-
-

s

B

e,
|

\X\

\“‘:\\Q\ i

E

&&&&&E&\S\?
i

%
.
i
%y

i

LENOUS ne pouvions pas sortir, elle venait me voi
erbe fraiche, des feuilles de salade, des carottes; ell

Quand it faisait may
’ ¥h

R

4@7/

i,

o
%/
i

b

ﬁ#
-
4

B

4/
i

i
2

1/‘2_/1

it

P
‘m\\&\\

]
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1. Arethe statements TRUE, FALSE or NOT MENTIONED?
a) The donkey was bought by a girl who was bored
b) The girl, who was 12, was not in good health
c) She has no friends of the same age group
d) Her father did not really look after her; neither did her mother

e) The donkey loved the name that the girl gave him

f)  The girl looked after the donkey well
g) When it rained, she did not ¢-

h)

j)  Shespoke to him and she did not realise that he could understand her

/ Suggested writing task:

Ecrivez un article pour le journal local ot vous parlez de votre enfance.

Décrivez :

® Ol vous habitiez

e Ceque vous aimiez faire
e [’école ol vous alliez

chivez environ 150 mots.
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Text 18

Jean-Marie Le Clézio — Mondo

S,

W

Mondo is a mysterious boy who keeps coming to this town and trying to befrie
knows anything about him...

C’était un garcon d’une dizaine d’années, avec un visage tout rond et tranquill
peu obligues. Mais ¢’était surtout ses cheveux gu'on remarguait, des cheveux
de couleur selon la lumiere, et qui paraissaient presque gris ¥ la tombée de la

S
On ne savait rien de sa famiille, ni de sa maisan & qu’il n’en avait pas. \QQ §

attendait pas, quand on ne pensait apparaissait au coin d’une rue,

R,
-

i
R

o
R
“C\t\\“\\\\\'
3

4
]

ﬁ/
2
?
e
S
4
5

i,
i

?f o
R
3
[

"

P
‘m\\&\\

]
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1. Putacross [X] in the correct box.

Example

a) The boy was:

S

R ; \;@‘

e
R

A. | 10years old

B. | about 10 years old X
C. | olderthan 10
D. | younger than 10

i

i

o

g &
g

R

2

b) His hair:

A. | changed colour all the time

had changedtoagr

B
C. | seemedin
& )

o ‘Rk"
e

¢) inh¥itants did not know if the boy had:

A. | parents

a house

B
C. | brothers or sisters
D. | afamily or a house

-

d) He wore:
St

A. | the same clothes everyday tﬁ&\?@%

el

B. | green trousers \\;\\%

SR

- sl
C. | a blue T-shirt N
D. | old sports shoes

e) When he liked someone, he would ask:

A. | if he could become a member of their family
B. | if they could give him shelter
C. | if he could have food
D. | for help
COPYRIGHT
K PROTECTED
uggested writing task:
Sur Facgs vez votre meilleur(e) amife).

ig
e Comment votre ami(e) est physiquement
®  Sesqualités

e (e quevous avezen commun

K[;‘crivez environ 150 mots.
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Text 19

Georges Simenon — Le chien jaune

S

-'\\2
& g

In this extract, Chief Inspector Maigret is interrogating Madame de Serviéres a
solve the mystery of her husband’s death.

i

i

P

.:jf
o
i

o
,

i
i

S

« Vous n’avez pas vu votre mari depuis ... ?

Rttt
i
i

@/
i
S

%

nreoccupé, mais il
il sortait le soir
res, je me suis couc

-l est venu diner hier au soir ... }'ai remarqgué qu’il était
avait laissé la voiture devant lg porte, ce gui sig
sa partie de cartes au café de I'Amiral

-

B

-
P
D
.
;

éveilte ... [...] Mai‘s‘it lui arrivait trer trés tard ... Jai d0 m’en }\&&&g
au milieu de la nuit > de ne pas e sentir 3 coté de moi ... \\\\\\{:\1
2 = . . N ) .:.\\\\\\\\\\;

Je ne pouvais pas me rendormir... D&s cing R

i s o \.-:\\‘&\\\X\\

va tenétre [...] .. A neuf heures, |'ai courti chez M. Le P S

2 B
chemi ai vu des tour de Fauto ... » i
® chemin gue j’ai vu des gens autour de 'auto ... W

.
e
i

R

4@7/

2
/'/:’_f/,/f
/

=
-
i

e
%/
A
e
!

e

ﬁ#
-
4

o
E
o

P
e

y

i

1/‘2_/1

it

P
‘m\\&\\

]
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1. Answer the following questions in French.

Example s

Fr—

-t i ie T

Quan.d a t.elle vu son mari pour la derniere fois? B—
=>» Hier soir \% T

\\w\\%
%‘w\\\
.

a) Que faisait-il pour montrer qu'’il allait sortir le soir ?

By

/‘

b) Quelle activité avait-il 'habitude de faire

¥ n'a-t-elle pas hien dormi ?

=
\kqi\

o
\\\\‘\\
\\\\\
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Décrivez :

® QOGetavecquiy
[ ]

[ ]

 gvez aimé ou n'avez pas aimé cette soirée

K[;‘crivez environ 150 mots.
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Text 20
Michel del Castillo — Tanguy (adapted)

SR
A

T
.
k-

In this extract, the young boy, Michel, is with his mum in the town of Clermon
either of them.

i
s

o

g &
g

R

Clermond-Ferrand était, comme Marseille, une ville sale. Elle contenait beau
avec sa mére dans un petit hotel, assez mal tenu. il attendait {a son retour pe
une chambre étroite. Elle cherchait du travail. Ce n'était

2

caril aim:

o ‘Rk"
e

S

; ; .

o 0GR g s tﬁ

....... .
- ki

H

&

s 0 B B o8 B8 8 gaBg

g a0 B E ¥ g8 g ¢ oo
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1. Putacross [X] in each of the four correct boxes.

Example: Clermond-Ferrand is a city which is dirty B—
.\'f:\':"

a) The boy lives with his mother in a hotel which is not well looked after \sﬁ‘%
W by

T \\%}
b) His mother is French and is looking for work Q\\\Q\\‘&Q\
e

R

s
2

o

2

c)

d)

i

| W

_ ) SR

e) He often complained about not having enough food P
S

f)  He did not often have a hot meal A

g) The boy loved when his mother brought back some sparkling water \*\\ F

s

\\\\‘"&‘?";\?::‘\\“?}.{E

( \\\N
Suggested writing task:

Faites une description d’une ville que vous connaissez bien pour le journal d

Décrivez :

e Cequ’ily a (magasins, loisirs, lieux touristiques ...)
e Ceque vous aimez dans cette ville

* (e gue vous gimeriez changer dans cette ville

@ivez environ 150 mots,
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Introductory Texts

Timothée de Fombelle
Nouvelles contemporaines : regards sur le monde
Foundation level

1. Preparation Activities
a) - / ‘
( Le décor d’un café
Les tables, le comptoir, e L
bar, la machine a café, les
chaises, le plateay,
tasses, les so;

J

b) Bonjbur‘ monsieur.
Vous désirez? (Vous avez choisi ?) (Qu’aimeriez-vous prendre ?)
Je voudrais (puis-je avoir) deux cafés et deux croissants, s’il vous plait (or
Alors deux cafés et deux croissants, c’est noté.
Voila.
Merci infiniment (merci beaucoup monsieur). Je vous dois combien ?
Ce sera 6 euros 80, s’il vous plait.
Voila.
Merci beaucoup. Bonne journée.

\

ens

la Serveuse

: la cliente

Le patron, la patronne

Le cuisinier, la cuisiniére ...

-

c) Pourrais-je ? /Puis-je ? /Je peux ... (order / ask for permission)
Est-ce que vous aimeriez ? (offer something / suggest something)
Volontiers (accept with pleasure)
Vous désirez ? (ask for what they wish)
Merci infiniment (thanking politely)
Pardon ? (asking to repeat politely)
Ca me ferait plaisir de ... (express a desire to do something which would d

2. Global Comprehension
a) e Objects (include items of clothing): stool, coffee, hat, plastic bags, ¢
®  Where: in a café
e  Characters: a man who seems to have slept outside, a couple having
e  Time of day: 7 o'clock inthe morning

b) The plastic bags at his feet, the w

3. Detailed Comprehensi

v. dehors/ danslarue

vi. de payer les cafés et croissants de deux clients

vii. il tourne le bonnet dans sa main (parce qu’il est anxieux)
viii. Oui

b) Discussion to finish the text
Open answers
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Marguerite Duras
Yann Andréa Steiner
Foundation level

1. Preparation Activities
a) Vocabulary activities
For this part, it is suggested to start with a brainstorming activity.

Find a picture or several pictures that represent holidays at the seaside to
the vocabulary of the weather.

Find two pictures: one that represents the seaside in the summer and on
Encourage students to speak about the differences {you could have differ
seasons — the group working on the winter coi!

give students well-structured sentences t vocabulary.

b) To use the hexagon
» Enlarge

¢ the triangles

upé of three or four students to work on it

¥s is an exercise which always works as students get involved qui

T advise asking them to start without a dictionary to work out mean
remain obscure, to encourage them to check them

e |let students take a photo of the hexagon on their phone to study ti

Sz
2

$
%

holiday
camp o
children
EPDUBTVA ;}}?
P00 D]

saformsay

&
{w
&

‘\A

S
R
¥

{cevreqm

aapps aun

o
=
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2. Global Comprehension
a) The drawing that corresponds to the text is Number 3.

Ask students to explain why it is this one. (The forest, the group of children

N
s

3. Global Comprehension \\\‘
a) Read the text again and decide which sentences are CORRECT and which on \\k\\\i
justify why it is not). Ll
justify why ) Gt o
i.  Iltisraining heavily \\x\\\%:g
INCORRECT: The text says “une pluie fine” so quite the opposite Y\\\\
ii. The parasols are out on the beach %‘x\&\\\
INCORRECT: There is a negative sentence ”H n'v.a pas encore de 5 “\ \&
summer or late spring) Q\\“\
e R
fii. The children seem very young % §
CORRECT o

/ﬁ

- &%\E\

iv. The children cory n every day

ﬁ

kNCORRE 41 their instructors et them loose on the beach ; s
Y, i . when they are out on the beach \\\X
RRECT: They shout when they are on the beach \ §\
vi, W Hildren like the rain and the sea S
CORRECT R
vii. They sing well together \\\f\
INCORRECT: They sing but not together
viii. What they would prefer is that the adults tell stories i,
CORRECT &
b) Reflecting on “who” we refer to: \\“\%\“\:‘%
Some “little” words called pronouns can be difficult to understand. Yet, if ‘§§ :\%
they refer to, your understanding of a text will be so much better! Rﬁ&‘:\-&'
N R
The writer in this text refers to two groups of people: %\@%
e the children (/es enfants) it
e theinstructors (les moniteurs) ““‘\

c) Answers are underlined.

Example:
IIs chantent : Who is ils?
=> les enfants / les moniteurs

i.  On les fait chanter : Who is on and who is les?

on = les enfants / les maniteurs

les = fes enfants / les moniteurs

= fes moniteurs font chanter les enfants
ii. Hssont petits : Who is.ils?
ifs = les enfants / les mo
= les enfants sor

COPYRIGHT
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sient : Who is fes?
, Sants / les moniteurs
S moniteurs ldchent les enfants
est pareil pour eux : Who is eux ?
eux = les enfants / les moniteurs
= C’est pareil pour les enfants
v. lls veulent avant tout qu’on leur raconte : Who is leur?
leur = les enfants / les moniteurs
= les enfants aimeraient que les moniteurs racontent des histoires « a
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Anna Gavalda
Nouvelles a chute, Happy Meal
Higher level

1. Preparation Activities
a &b) Inthe preparation to read the text, | suggest that you use photos/pictu

c)

a)

b)

c)

one of a traditional brasserie; this will help revise vocabulary and also v
two types of restaurants.

Vocabulary activities

112|3|4|5|6|7|8| 9] 10

d

For the next exercise, it is hot necessary for students to give all the details
consider they are successful with three items in each column but the shari
to add details that others understood.

The girl T
e  She only wants to go to McDonald’s . He loves the
e  She likes nuggets and barbecue sauce e Heiskeento
®  She was reading when she spoke to him e Hewantsto¢
®  She thinks it is such a long time since they have | ®  He is sure th
been to McDonald’s two months ;
e  Sheis offended when he compliments her on e  He would lik
her shoes because she has had them since ¢  He complime
Christmas ° He complime
®  She says he is stupid

The girl: annoying / impatient / demanding / immature / childish
The man: disappointed / loving / generous / enthusiastic /

Can you think of other words you would use to describe the two character.
{Answers left to discussion)

At this stage, students should be clear on:
¢ places mentioned
e characters and their feeling

Reflecting on th

e algt nts develop their skills to understand a literary te

®indicates a hypothetical situation, a condition to reach another p
The tenses used are the present {on reste) and the future (apprendra
make her discover other types of food but, in order to do so, the conc¢
for long enough.

e  The personal pronoun (direct object) “les” refers to the shoes and sh
he refers to the shoes as if they were new when she has had them si

®  The use of the superlative form emphasises his admiration for this gir
higher than anyone else in the street.
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3. Detailed Comprehension

a) i
i
T
b) i. Toabrasserie S
; ) . S
ii. It has mirrors and tablecloths made of material i
iii. Heloves her & \%\\@
. . ST
iv. She likes nuggets and barbecue sauce R
: S
v.  She was reading B =

vi. They have to stay together long enough
vii. He complimented heron her shoes
vili. Yes he is, and he says she is the most beautiful

Rttt
i
i

@/
i
S

%

-

B

Marcel Pagnol
La gloire de mon pére {adapted)
Higher level

-
P
D
.
;

E

P
#
-
-
-
-
-

s

B

e,
|

\X\

\“‘:\\Q\ i

E

&&&&&E&\S\?
i

B
.
i
i
%y

1. Prepar,

e topic:

Whoscribe what a-classroom in 1957 was like (use a picture — suggesti
and-white pictures from that period}.

The vocabulary exercise is one way to revise the vocab for school, an

compare school in the 1950s and now and would be a great way to r

e Use the vocabulary activity below to encourage describing a classroo

SR

b) Vocabulary activities (match the word with the picture):

4@7/

2
/'/:’_f/,/f
/

\‘\\ Ry
i.  Le bureau viii. Le stylo s
T
g
ii. Lelivre ix. Le cahier
iii. Le tableau X. Lever la main

iv. La bibliothéque - Lire

COPYRIGHT
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Le classe Ecrire

ig

xili. Poser une
question

vi. Le bulletin de
notes

09

Education

vii. L'ordinateur Xiv.

Literary Texts Practice for GCSE AQA French Reading Exam Page 74 of 91




2. Global Comprehension
a) boy, father, mother, pupils
primary school teacher
in the father’s classroom
he can read and he did not know

SR

b) Vocabulary of the text
& &M

S

. . . 5
Verb in the text Infinitive Meaning B
1. allait aller to go %\\@
2. laissait laisser to leave s
BE e
X 8 E B
3, apprenait apprendre to learn ® R OR
4.  restais rester ¥ § %
, , ) S \S\\\\'
5.  adéposé to drop off 9 “\
N
% . o3 L SRR
6. écrivait to write w——
. SR
7 to punish

to shout § ‘g\\
» : - . .
SNQst retourné se retourner to turn around W
. R
10. aregardé regarder to watch %\\\\g&\\
11. s’est exclamé s’exclamer to exclaim S

12. s’est avancé s’avancer to move forward s
. S
13. voyons voir to see g \§
B S
. . i A
14. sais savoir to know \\t &
. . .ﬁ\g\__w\\
15. ailu lire to read §\‘ ‘§\
ey §
. . . 3 S
16. crois croire to believe -
N
— [
c) Sage = well behaved %&

Gamins = children/pupils
Magnifiquement = magnificently/beautifully
Un abécédaire = an alphabet book

i

i

\\\\EX\

3. Detailed Comprehension
a) Read the text again and complete the sentences to see the sequences of a

Lines 1 and 2

i.  The mother was going to drop off her son in the classroom
ii. The father was teaching young children to read

iii. The boy had to stay in the front row of the classroom

Lines 3 and 4
i, When the boy arrived in the classroom, the
ii. The sentence he wrote on the blackh

well behaved”

was writing on the
“the mother has

COPYRIGHT
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the sentence was not telling the truth

% adds that this father has nat written well

Lines 10to 12
i.  The father is surprised that his son can read the sentence

Lines 15and 16
i He wants to check that his son can read

Lines 17 and 18
i.  The boy then manages to read from the book
ii. The father is full of joy

ig
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b) Answer the questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentenc
i.  She leaves her son in his father’s classroom
ii. He was writing a sentence on the board (for a reading exercise)
iii. The sentence said that boy was punished by his mum because he ha
iv. He had not realised that his son could read
v. Because his son had learnt how to read just by occasionally sitting g

PRACTICE TEXTS

Yvon Mauffret
Pépé la Boulange
Foundation level

1. Global Comprehension
Taking time for a global compreb
answering questions bu

text is @ good exercise. It will t
eriect on the text.

The first ol m to clarify people and places.

a) Mo e Gallen = Hotel manager

Les clients = Narrator and his grandfather
Monsieur Boulanger = Narrator’s grandfather
Berg-Er-Squeul = Place to visit

Kerdonis = Place to visit

b) Show off your grammar knowledge
This is mostly an observation exercise to help students to discuss what th
so this exercise should encourage a conversation on why the present, wh

Verb in the text What tense is used? Circle the right answer.
aime present
étiez imperfect
suis venu perfect tense
verrez future
prendrez future
partons present
sont present
donnent present

c) Reflect on the extract:
i.  Possibly because he does not know anyone an:
Perhaps because he has not been theg
fi. He does notwant to say str
atourist who has nevas
would add a

bre on the island.
ngitime and wants to
els originally from the
efore. The exclamation mark is
ey face) as the reader knows more than

a very beautiful island: the hotel seems really pleasant,
gl the old days. The garden depicts the vegetation of the island
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2.  Exam-style Question
a)

i Madame Gallen likes having conversations with the guests at the —

P
$§§§§§§§§

ii. Madame Gallen does not know the grandfather’s name

A
ol
B
p

s
\E\\\

iii. The grandfather visited the island recently

iv. The woman at the hotel recommends walks to do

s

V. They will have breakfast at the hotel but will be out for the rest ¢

. 3
vi. | The hotel rooms are large but not exactly very clean T

vii. | From the windows of the bedrooms, they can see the garden §§§§§@g\§

viii. | The garden is in bloom and there are figs in the fig tree BN R

&

Marie Desplechin \Qt &

]

Le bon Antoine

b

s

v

Foundation level i
S
S
1. Global & \:\:

Ry
L
Ry %,}
- .- Yo
British system Le collége en France =
i
N ‘$‘.‘\\\\
Year 7 6eme Q\Q\\m
Year 8 5éme
N i ',:\'\
Year 9 4eme %\\‘“\\\
Year 10 3éme %32: @
.*{\f;\__“\\
Year 11 2de § \k\i\
Year 12 1lére
N
Year 13 Terminale S

prsee &
gh B
e
i

\\\\EX\

i

b) Antoine était un bon éléve. Mais il raconte que pendant les vacances, il a
L’opinion du professeur d’histoire, c’est que ce gar¢on est paresseux.

Mais lui dit qu’il n’y peut rien. Quand il s’assoit, il s’endort.
Alors maintenant, les cours et les notes quand il fait un test, ¢a ne l'intére

c) i. Heusedto be agood student BOY
ii. He lostinterestin his schooling during the holiday BOY
iii. Heislazy TEACHER
iv. He says it publicly TEACHER
v. He finds it difficult to work BOY
vi. He fails to push himself and be keen BOY

COPYRIGHT
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2. Exam-style Question
a) Answer questionsin En;
That he had £

A stomachache

ig
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Antoine de Saint Exupéry
Le Petit Prince
Foundation level

1. Global Comprehension

a)

b)

c)

2. Exam-style Question

a)

Pierre Gripari
Les contes de la rue de Broca (adapted)
Higher level

1. Global Comprehension

a)

b)

Vocabulary: geographical words
Planéte = La terre

Mer = La Méditerranée, La Manche
Océan = Le Pacifique

Désert = Le Sahara

Ville = Paris, Londres

Fleuve = La Loire, La Seine
Montagne = Les Alpes

Quand le Petit Prince arrive sur la pk
{books).
it dit qu’il est géograx:
Le Petit Pri; :

"

WWontagnes (mountains), des fleuves {rivers) ou des déserts (deserts).
Le Petit prince est étonné.
Alors, le géographe explique qu’il n’est pas explorateur (explorer). Ce n’e

Reflect on the end of the text.

i.  Because his job is to write the information in the books but not to go
the planet

ii. Anexplorer would tell him what he has seen (such as rivers, mountair

iii. He would add the information to the books

Underline the right answer for each statement.

The old man is writing huge books

He explains that a geographer knows everything about the geography of
When the Little Prince asks questions, he replies he cannot know

The Little Prince is surprised because he knows the man is a geographer
The geographer explains that he needs an explorer to tell him about it

.  Words expected: la sorciére, il était une fois, beau/belle, laide/moc
noirs, 1a magie, les pouvoirs, etc.

.  WHO the characters are: the witg, e little girl), Said (Nadia’
WHERE it takes place: & “Gobelins {Paris)

Ugly = laide
Beautiful = belle / jolie (beau = un beau jour; explain that the meaning is
unexpected event)

Young = jeune

Small = petite

Oldest = ainée

The witch: vieille, laide, belle, jolie, jeune
The girl: petite, ainée
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c)

A. ilyavait A. 6 1. came across

B. aurait voulu B. 4 2. eat —

C. enlisant C. 12 3. wascalled |} @

D. esttombée D. 1 4.  would have liked \\2\}:\‘\\

E. étes E. 11 5.  will have to N\K\\\\\\\\E
F. deviendrez F. 13 6. therewas a8 @\1\\\

G. mangez G. 2 7. itwas N w

H. devra H. 5 8. Imust \\‘\\\%‘:

l.  s'appelait . 3 9. eat o Y\\\\\

I Cétatt . o

K. tenait K. .
L. ilfaut L. § \§

M. mange M. \QQ \\‘\\l
m&&&%

* S
\\\\X

2 W01 = | must will be an opportunity to revise the impersonal forms \\\ i
I

d) Answers in brackets will be discovered by students with a higher level of F x\%\\
i.  The witch s

ii. Sheisvery ugly and wants to be beautiful .
iii. Inanadin the newspaper (the newspaper is a specialist one for witc 3\% “§
iv. To eat a little girl (with tomato sauce) % $

The girl’s name has to start with a N (this detail is written in small prir @\\w\x
v. The daughter of the shopkeeper Said is called Nadia (so she is the ide \§§ \\§
St

2. Exam-style Question &\\ﬁ&\&
a) L
The witch \\\%\“@

i. | This character is a shopkeeper

ii. | This person is the oldest in the family

iii. | This person has seen an interesting announcement

iv. | This person will have to buy tomato sauce X

Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt
Oscar et la dame Rose
Higher level

1. Global Comprehension
a) 1. This will allow students to “fill in

COPYRIGHT
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ft is a good exercic

1each day thl become like 10 years

ecembre : the time of year when the story takes places
Dix-neuf : the date when the story is happening

Calendrier : the calendar on Oscar’s wall to tell the date
Cent trente : the “fictive” age that Oscar will reach in 10 days

ig
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b) Can you now say whether this information is clearly said in the text (cs) or
i Mamie-Rose has been given permission to visit the boy every day for
ii. The boy will die after these 12 days (1)

iii. Mamie-Rose confirms that he has a short time left to live (1) S
iv. This conversation takes place on 19" December (CS) \\\\\:\‘\‘\\
v. Mamie-Rose knows a legend to forecast the weather for 12 months a x\&\“\\\\ﬁ
vi.  She thinks Oscar will be better prepared to die if he feels he has lived “ \\\R
vii. She wants him to experience what each period/stage of life is like (CS \\\\:\\ &
viii. Oscar realises that he could be 130 years old by the time he has play \\\\\\%g
ix. Oscar is excited about the idea (1) T
x. Mamie-Rose is pleased that she has found something to make Osc §i\\&\\\
positively (1) PR L
\\%\\Q\:\\‘

2. Exam-style Question % §

-

a) i Herealised that his death:
ii. Because it is writ

/ﬁ

- &%\E\

ﬁ

\\\\\\\“
\\\X
T H
excited / he thinks it is great 33‘?
o g \\\ E
. R
Marc Viilard \%\\:‘\\\
Fly Mamadou (adapted) s
Higher level
\@Q&R%
1.  Global Comprehension 3\:& J
a) Vocabulary group “,‘\\: ®
. ’ . < ’ . E ‘\'\\:\:\\\\
La piste d’atterrissage, le vol, la soute a bagages, prendre le I'altitude, Roi \\\\%\‘\\ ‘§
la soute, petite voiture de service %;\ y
S
b) Work out meanings of words \\\\§\\§
. “ \\\‘,;R\
The exercise helps you for three words of the text and then asks you to \‘*\\%
. . ol
the context and the clues in the word itself. \\\%\\\

i.  Bagagiste : bagage
It refers to a job
Give your own understanding of the word: luggage handler
i. S’appréter: préparer
It refers to being ready for something
Give your own understanding of the word: to get ready
iii. Unsac de couchage c’est: pour dormir
It refers to keeping warm while not having a bed
Give your own understanding of the word: sleeping bag
iv. Verddtre: which looks green
Gosse: boy/child
Duvet: sleeping bag
Voiture de service: buggy to

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

c) Clanfymg akey <z

ig

Think about it:
Qg

Education

i.  Inthe hold (the luggage compartment)
ii. Toflyto France incognito/illegally
iii. He could die because of the cold and/or he could be arrested by the

Literary Texts Practice for GCSE AQA French Reading Exam Page 80 of 91




d)

Who (three characters) Where (give details)

e Mamadou, 17 years old e Brazzaville (Congo) to LI Y F P
®  Francis start with: at the airport, to T

S
e Didier Kanga (luggage on the runway, near the * He s
es . S
holder at Roissy airport) plane hir P
e  Paris (at the end of the e En ‘EE\\&\\@
R \'\'\:\'\ fas
text), on the arrival th \\\Q\\%
runway to Q\%\&
ta \\\\\\'\-\\\;
g
2.  Exam-style Question g\%\w‘\
. o . . & i
a) i le soir (il est 20h50), & la nuit to % \\%\x\

fi. Francis
fil. danslasouteab

]

b

s

v

iy
iv. S
s,

Ry
e

S

il WS se dépécher

viii. Hs partent sur la petite voiture de service p
A

o

EXAM PRACTICE TEXTS

Philippe Claudel
La petite fille de Monsieur Linh

5
Foundation level §§: §\
St
1. a) Theold man has just stood up to see the new country where he is arriving SR
. . . i %
b) He s carrying a newborn baby and a heavy suitcase FALSE %&‘

i

i

\\\\EX\

c) No one knows his name because he has lost the ones who knew who he w;
d) The child is now 12 weeks old TRUE

e) The other passengers have lost their suitcases FALSE

f)  The boat stopped at various towns on the way NM

g) The crossing has lasted six weeks TRUE

h) The manis feeling a lot better after this long trip FALSE

Daniel Pennac
L’ceil du loup
Foundation level

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

a} | The wolf does not stop moving
b) | The boy finds the wolf annoy!
c) | The boyis next
d) | Thab :

hing the wolf for about two hours

hildran shout and cry, hiding their faces in their mothers’ sk

)} | ‘her children prefer to go and see the gorilla

ig

g) | The boy does not move, not even his eyes; he stares at the wolf

09
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h) | The wolf has lost an eye in a battle against human beings

i) | Heis 10 years old
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Alain Delacour
Le petit maitre
Foundation level

a) v
b) i
c) i

d) i

Philippe Delerm
C’est bien
Foundation level

a) The colours, the style and American life
b) Gives time to choose and to read th
c) The hat/cap that the waitrn

d) Whetherto buya e / a small or big portion of chips

Les vacance X -pétit Nicolos
Foundatioh level

a) Parlettre / ils écrivent des lettres

b) Oui, ils disent qu’ils sont sages, qu’ils mangent bien, gu’ils rigolent
c) lIsleur font de grosses bises

d) Oui, il a sauté au cou de ses parents et il les a embrassés

Jules Verne
Le tour du monde en 80 jours
Higher level

Porte C, métiers H, quitté F, famille A, heure G, retard D

Comtesse de Ségur
Mémoire d’un dne

Higher level

a) False

b) True

c) True

d) False

e) Not mentioned
f)  True

g) False

h)  Not mentioned
i) False

i) True
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Jean-Marie Le Clézio

Mondo
Higher level
1. His hair:
A changed colour all the time
B had changed to a grey colour
C. seemed to turn grey at dusk X
D was black

2. Inhabitants did not know if the boy had:

A parents

B. a house

C. brothers or sisters

D. | afamilyorah; X
3 He wo

A. “same clothes every day X

B. green trousers

C. a blue T-shirt

D. old sports shoes
4.  When he liked someone, he would ask:

A if he could become a member of their family X

if they could give him shelter

B
C. if he could have food
D

for help

Georges Simenon
Le chien jaune
Higher level

a) Il laissait sa voiture devant la porte
b) Il jouait aux cartes

c) Parce que son mari n’est pas rentré/n’était pas rentré / elle ne I’a pas senti a cé
d) Elle regardait par la fenétre / guettait pour voir s'il rentrait
e) Desgens

Michel del Castillo
Tanguy {adapted)
Higher level

b) #a"hotel which is not well looked after

c) nd is looking for work

d) o .sltmg to obtain a permit which would allow her to get a job

e) | He was trying to help his mother by distracting her, not mentioning the job s

f) | He often complained about not having enough food

g) | He did not often have a hot meal

h) | The boy loved when his mother brought back some sparkling water
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Timothée de Fombelle
Nouvelles contemporaines : regards sur le monde
Foundation level

Scene at counter

He is sitting on a stool, a cup of coffee in front of him. He is a tall black man,
plastic bags sit at his feet. You’d think he had just finished hj
[...] 'd wager a guess that he must have slept out

Suddenly, he stands and makes his wav
“Sorry to bother you, but w
“Excuse me 2
“I would be _.\__-ifto get your coffee and pastries.”
AWy b

Silence.
“Please, it would give me great pleasure.”
He twists his hat in his hands, anxiously awaiting their reply. The couple look at
“Really?”
“Really.”

“Then certainly, sir. Thank you so much.”

Marguerite Duras,

Yann Andréa Steiner
Foundation level

The holidays...

It's raining.

It's raining on the sea.

On the forests, on the empty beach.

It’s been raining since last night. A gentle rain, light.

The parasols are not out yet. Theonly m
small, very small, it seems to me. Frg

atres of sand, the holi
he instructors let them o

They cry out.
?}f .

They cry out louder and louder. [...]

They love tj

The sea.

We get them to sing ‘The laurels are cut’. They sing, but not together. It’s alwa
than anything, they want us to tell them stories. [...] They don’t want to sing.
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Anna Gavalda
Nouvelles a chute, Happy Meal
Higher level

| like this girl. | want to make her happy. | want to ask her out to lunch. To a bi
tablecloth. | want to sit close to her, stare at her profile, watch the other peopl
cold. Ilike her.

“OK,” she says, “but we’re going to McDonald’s.” [...]

”

“It's been salong...” she adds, as she puts her book down next to her, “so long.

t.

She’s exaggerating —it's been léss than two months. | can ¢t
But what can | do? This young person loves nugg Sauce.

If we are together a long time, mavt
“crépes Suzette”, perhap

her eyes to a new world, the o

As we watlk. 2 shoes. She takes offence.

“Don’t tell r) ve never noticed them before, I've had them since Christmas

I'm nosediviné, but she smiles, so | compliment her socks, too. She tells me I'm
already. She’s the prettiest girl on the street.

Marcel Pagnol
La gloire de mon pére (adapted)
Higher level

Whenever my mother went to the market, she would drop me off at the readin
and seven-year-olds. | was always well behaved, sitting quietly in the front row

[...] One morning, my mother dropped me off [...] just as my father was writing
“The mother punished her son because he had been naughty.”

[..] “No! That’s alie!” I cried out.

My father turned to me abruptly, shocked.

“What did you just say?” he asked.

“Mother didn’t punish me! What you’ve written is wrong!”

He came over to me and asked, “Who told you you've been punished?”

“It’s written right there.” {...]

“Well, well, well,” he finally said, “do you know h
IIYeS.II

“Well, well, well...” he rex,

| read the pt ,
Then he went to get an alphabet book, and | read several pages easily...

| think that that was the best day of his life.
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Yvon Mauffret
Pépé la Boulange
Foundation level
Mrs Gallen loves to chat with her customers.

“Have you been here before Mr... Mr?”

“Mr Baker,” replied granddad, winking at me. “Yes, I've been here before, but it
“Well, you'll see, the air is fresh here, and there are some beautiful walks arounc
[...]

“Of course Ms.”

“And will you be dining here, Mr Baker?”

“Maybe not every lunch, not v n 3 trip. But often, definitely!”

Marie Desplechin
Le Bon Antoine
Foundation Level

| remember, when | was in Year 7, | was good. In Year 8, it was still OK[...]. | wa
do not know what happened. [...] Two months of holiday and that was the end
things that | had remembered up to now [...] In fact, | just was not interested an
grades. [...]

The history teacher says that | am lazy. The others think it too but as he is the fo
publicly. [...] Itis not that | do not want to work, it is that | cannot. When I sitd
effort to keep my eyes open, | have a stomachache. | do not manage to force m

Antoine de Saint Exupéry

Le Petit Prince

Foundation level

The sixth planet [...] was inhabited by an old man who wrote huge books. [...]

“I am a geographer,” said the old man.

“What's a geographer?”
“He is a wise man who knows where towns, mountains and dese
“Your planet is beautiful

“I don’t kng hid grapher.

“I don’t know,” said the geographer.

“And towns and rivers and deserts?”

“I don’t know that either,” said the geographer.
“But you're a geographer!”

“Yes,” said the geographer, “but I’'m not an explorer. [...] It’s not the geographer:
mountains, seas, oceans and deserts.”
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Pierre Gripari
Les contes de la rue de Broca (adapted)
Higher level

Once upon a time, in the Goblin borough of Paris, there lived an old witch, terri
could be the most beautiful girl in the world.

One beautiful day, while reading the witches’ newspaper, she stumbled upon t
Madam,
You are old and ugly

You will become young and beautifull

For this:

Eat a young girl
With tomato saugef
And furthe: all print, it said:
Warning!
The young girl’s name
Must start

With the letter N!

Now there lived in the same borough a little girl called Nadia. She was the eldes}
Broca Road’s grocer.

“I must eat Nadia,” said the witch.

Eric-Emmanuvel Schmitt

Oscar ef la dame rose

Higher level

“It’s sorted. | have permission. For twelve days, | can come and see you every
“Me, and only me?”

“You, and only you, Oscar. Twelve days.” [...]

“Twelve days? !s it that bad, Mama-Rose?”

[...] She hesitated. [...]

“What day is it today, Qscar?”
“[...] Can you not see my calendar? ¥

“In my country, Oscar, th here we can live out the last twelve da

“I’s a myth. [...] 'd like us to try it, you and me, especially you. From today, yo
were ten years.”

“Ten years?”
“Yes, one day: ten years.”
“So in twelve days, I'll be 130!”

“Yes, can you imagine?”
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Marc Villard
Fly Mamadou (adapted)
Higher level

Mamadou, seventeen years old, walked on the landing runway of the Brazzavill
832 prepares to depart. Francis signals to him from near the runway. The boy j

“Am | going?” asks Mamadou.
“Have you brought your sleeping bags?”
“Yes. Come on, you can pray to your God for me.”

Up above, the young man slips into the baggage hold
he knows that the second one will be necessary a3

In Roissy-Charles-de-Gaulle {...] Didi
832. The boy they have '

And the youﬁé men climb under the belly of the plane without being seen, befo
service car.

Philippe Claudel
La petite fille de Monsieur Linh
Foundation level

An old man stands at the back of a boat. He holds tightly in his arms a light suit
than the case. The old man is called Mr Linh. He alone knows this, as all those

[...] The child is well behaved. It’s a girl. She was six weeks old when Mr Linh b
number of other people just like him, men and women who have lost everythin
the journey lasts. [...] When the boat arrives at its destination, the little girl has
life. The old man, however, seems to have aged a century.

Daniel Pennac
L’ceil du loup
Foundation level

Standing in front of the wolf's enclosure, the boy is still. The
never stops.

if comes and go

“He annoys e, this one...”

This is what the wolfis thi ¥ nas been there two hours already, sta
still like a frozegtrea.: whe wolf pace. [}

3]
The other ¢ 1}, W L, jump, shout, cry, they stick their tongues out at the wolf
mothers’ ski en they move on to the gorilla’s cage to pull faces [...]. This
still, silent. Only his eyes are moving. [...].

But the wolf only sees the boy out of one.

Because the wolf only has one eye. He lost the other one in his battle against hu
he was captured.
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Alain Delacour

Le petit maftre

Foundation level

“Right then, let’s say | agree to help you write your book. How do you see that
“Oh that’s easy, | will call every Thursday between 5 and 5.15.”

“Well, at least that’s precise! Why Thursdays? And why at that time?”

“Because it gives me time to have a snack after coming home from school. And
later on a Thursday and | am alone at that time.”

“And what will we do hetween 5 and 5.15?"

2,

“We will chat and you will write what we sav, won’t take you long,

week.” [...]
“And why do you want t

“Because ¢ {ich to teach adults.”

Philippe Delerm
C’est bien

Foundation level

Adults don’t like it very much. They say that the food is not good, but we know
the most. No, what they don’t like are the colours, the style, the American life.

When it comes to fast food, everything is good, even the way you queue in seve
the world to look through the menus on the boards, looking through various ha
list of fabulous desserts: strawberry sundae, lemon sundae. At the end of each
paper hat, like in American films. [...]

What is difficult about fast food is the choices: a big Coke, a regular Coke, a big

Sempé / Goscinny
Les vacances du petit Nicolas
Foundation level

Summer camp [...] is great. [...] We have lots of fun. The only problem is that o
write each other lots of letters of course, our parents and us. We tell them abo
them we are being good, that we are being well fed, that we 3re having fun and
and they reply to tell us we must behave, that we #hat we are serve
that they send us lots of kisses; but it is never i sithout them there. [...

Mr Rateau, the camp coordin th a huge grin [...] and said:

grown.
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Jules Verne
Le tour du monde en 80 jours
Higher level

Someone knocked at the door. It was the new servant arriving at last.

“Are you French, and is your name John?”

“Yes, sir, John Passepartout, a name that tells of my ability to handle things. | a
that | have already been in many jobs, and have even worked in theatre. | left
England to find domestic life. | was unemployed when | learned that you are th
to you.”

“I like your name. People speak highly of you. Do & ithat  am looking
“Yes, sir.”

“Good. What time do you
“Twenty-five plied Passepartout, checking his watch.
“Excuse me, snr?

“Your watch is four minutes slow. Don’t forget it, it's important.”

Comtesse de Ségur
Mémoire d’un ane
Higher level

| was bought by a man and woman who had a twelve-year-old daughter who w
bored. She lived a lonely life in the countryside, as she had no friends her own a;
mother loved her well enough [...]

My owner was called Pauline; she was sad and often ill; very sweet, very good a
Cadichon, and the name stuck. [...]

My little owner loved me very much; she took care of me, she stroked me. Wh
outside, she would come to see me in my stable; she brought me bread, fresh g
spoke to me, thinking | could not understand [...]

Jean-Marie Le Clézio
Mondo

Higher level

He was a ten-year-old child, quiet wit
was his hair, ash brown tha

eautiful black and slightly
according to the light and looked a

We knew ncia or his house. Perhaps, he did not have any. Wh
was far fron B:iras, he would suddenly appear at the corner of the street,
marketplace #¥,salked alone and determined, while looking around him. He
clothes, blue denim trousers, canvas sports shoes, a green T-shirt that was too
someone, he stopped them and asked very directly: “Do you want to adopt me
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Georges Simenon,
Le chien jaune
Higher level

You have not seen your husband since...?

“He came back for dinner last night... | noticed he was preoccupied, but he refus
He had left his car in front of the door, which meant he was going out that eveni
the Café “Admiral”... [...] At 10 o’clock, | went to bed... | stayed awake for a long
very late... | must have gone back to sleep... | woke up in the middle of the night.
was not next to me... Soithought that someone had encouraged him to goto B
sleep. At 5 in the morning, { was up checking behind the window [...] At9 o’cloc
was walking back through a different route, | saw n2 d the car...”

Michel Del Castillo

Clermont-Ferrand was, like Marseille, a dirty city. it had many factories. Tanguy
mum, not well looked-after. There, he waited for his mum endlessly, in a tiny ro
was not easy. Foreigners had to have a work permit. Yet, no work permit card w
work permit. This dilemma seemed without solution to Tanguy. He did not eve
outcome of her search as he could see so much tiredness on her face. He tried t
about other things. He never complained about his hunger, even if hot meals ha
him with sandwiches and fruit. From time to time, she would bring back a bottlé&
happy, because he liked “the water that tickled”.
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