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Teacher’s Introduction

Purpose:

These Edexcel GCSE German Practice Papers (Paper 4, Foundation) are designed to help students prepare for the
writing section of the examination. This resource contains three fully original complete practice papers for Edexcel
Paper 4: Writing.

The papers mirror the Edexcel exam style, including the updated grammar

and vocabulary requirements, and cover all six Edexcel thematic contexts: Always check the exam board

My personal world ) website for new information,
Lifestyle and wellbeing including changes to the

My n.eighbourhood specification and sample
Media and technology assessment material.
Studying and my future

Travel and tourism

ourwWwNE

Sample answers are provided, alongside marking notes for teachers. Full marking grids can be found on the
Edexcel website.

This resource contains writing tasks in the style of those found in the Edexcel writing exam, such as responding to
prompts and describing pictures on the Edexcel topics. Translation tasks are also included, to prepare students
fully for the new Edexcel exams.

How to use this resource:

We recommend setting each paper under exam conditions to give students an idea of what level they are working

at. Go over the answers in class to identify strengths and weaknesses and to practise strategies, such as:

e reading the questions carefully to ensure students answer every aspect they ask for;

e applying a mixture of grammatical knowledge of the target language to convey key information through
writing exercises.

Students should be encouraged to note down any unfamiliar vocabulary or topics from the questions to prepare
for the new exams. The same paper could be used again after a couple of months, when students should aim to
get 100%.

The papers can also be used in mock exams or for independent preparation.

Although not in exam layout, non-write-on versions of the practice papers have been included in the resource in
order to minimise photocopying and reduce costs. Additionally, questions 2a and 2b, and questions 3a and 3b,

have been combined onto one page, again to avoid wasteful photocopying.

November 2025
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Structure of the Paper and Mark Scheme |

1. Picture-based task (8 marks)
Students write four short sentences in German to describe a photo. This task
(response to stimulus). For each sentence, students can score between 0 an.
information is clearly communicated; for 1 mark, rele:. - t information is patt
marks, there is no rewardable material. Eque'{ms T P2 fa, <redit should be av
specification vocabulary and gramm-- y A

i e

Wah\ i
Marking guidance  .,© ; ~ ./~

° NVgmlhcl: @ le separately
e 5S¢ s must be about what is in the photo (they cannot refer to wha!

o Ser¥¥ices must be true or ‘possibly’ true (e.g. colour can be guessed, as
®  Numbers can be written as a figure (e.g. 4) or as a word (e.g. four).

e For 2 marks the sentence must contain an appropriate conjugated verb.
e Verbs and structures can be repeated (e.g. es gibt + different nouns)

®  First- or second-person verb forms are accepted.

2. Open response task — formal — 40-50 words (14 marks)

There will be a choice of two tasks from different thematic contexts; candida
Each task has three compulsory bullet points that have to be addressed. The
AO2 (response to stimulus) and AO3 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy). Ta
students need to address all three bullet points and develop some ideas, anu
comprehensible. To score in the top band for AO3, students must use some |
phrases, with some linking words. Errors need to be mm‘\ly minor. All work o
penalty for writing more or less than 40-50 wnrr S ,fu,. not extra, credit &l
who use off-specification vocabulary ard «re "nrm W

-
s e
Y 4 |

Marking guidance gl
o Yourgust i f.{;, words J(word count is recommendation only).

o Al '119 ' punats must be covered (coverage does not have to be equal).
6"“’ s of the grade descriptors must be considered (not just the bu.

o Al
best ﬁt approach.

e Bullet points should be developed.

e No tense requirement, but students may choose to use tenses.

e (Ofor AO2 =0 for AO3, but apart from that, the mark for AO2 does not li

e Major errors affect communication; minor errors do not.

e \Variety = different adjectives, pronouns, nouns, verbs.

e ook for variety of language NOT complexity (other than conjunctions).

3. Open response task — informal — 80-90 words (18 marks) COPYRIGHT
This is the Higher paper crossover question. There will be a choice of two ta:| PROTECTED
contexts; candidates write a response to ONE. Each tnf" .1as four compulsory
addressed. Students are assessed on their ab-' ) s pruss and justify opinic
combination of past, present and fuh-r + »n.es The task is assessed on

stimulus) and AO3 (linguistic . dr 2ard accuracy) To score in the top b

address all four bule* e '",d rréquently develop ideas, and it will be con |9

band forgal3, .t o nust use some variety of vocabulary and grammatic:

extemte..ces ‘and occasional complex language. Time frames should b 09
Ianguag,«.merally accurate (an occasional major error, some minor ones). & EdUCQtiOﬂ

marked (no penalty for writing more or less than 80-90 words). Equal, not e}
students who use off-specification vocabulary and grammar.
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Marking guidance

e You must mark ALL words (word count is recommendation only).

e All bullet points must be covered (coverage does not have to be equal).

e All aspects of the grade descriptors must be considered (not just the buii
approach.

® |deas should be frequently developed. :

®  Look for successful use of time frames. 5

e Look for accurate use of complex lan~uc fe’c ~~ ;Extended sentences.

® 0forAO2 =0 for AO3, but o=t (] b ﬁaf’”’?he mark for AO2 does not i
®  Assess the eﬁect of < - S ;f' Lgirr‘/ unication - are they major or minor ¢

. .,f i
4. Thetr on ,,s.v(fommarks)
Studen slate five sentences (approximately 35 words) into German. The

s

constructions. The task is assessed on two criteria: AO2 (response to stlmultw
and accuracy). The task is marked holistically. To score in the top band for AL
meaning of the original text with only an occasional unclear/incomplete me:
for AO3, they must use generally accurate vocabulary and grammatical struc|
occasional major error are allowed.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

S
o
T g
@ I
A
s
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Self- and Peer-assessment Gr

Use the grids below to self- or peer-assess your written responses. Please note th.

1. Photo description task:

-

P

What |

s
Have What the mark schem ' s ﬁfj = 4
you... ‘
e '_st,wd

¢¢¢¢¢¢

write only about wha

-
o | _nunicated the information
@ clearly?

keep it simple so ever

used complete sentences or clauses
(with a verb)?

include a subject anc |

40-50-word task:

Have
you...

What the mark scheme says

What

addressed all three bullet points?

write at least ong
what you have v
the BP

developed all three bullet points?

-
ey
3

give additional ii}
point (location, o

* opinion)

. . "';
written compreherc’t ¢ 1 = ‘age?
e\ L

§ o
-

write in a way th:
use only languag:
if you translate i\
make sense?

‘Used a variety of vocabulary and
grammatical structures?

check that you a
you can replace |
verb or ‘ich finde
use connectives |
intensifiers (‘seht
check your prese;
requirement to i

checked if you have made errors, and
that they are only minor?

When you have finish
work carefully.

Check:

spelling, capital ¢
articles (der, die,
cases (dative afte
adjective ending:
word order (vert

Practice Papers for GCSE Edexcel German: Writing: Foundation

Page 4 of 31
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3. 80-90-word task:

Have

you What the mark scheme says What it m¢
addressed all four bullet ¢ write at least one sentenc:
points? e wha* :bu have written mi.
~U “tho correct time frame
— .‘MJ}L .....
developed all four bull-:. w” “give lots of additional infa!
points? Y L\ ¥ A (location, people, time, ac|
A 47 examples)

w | . comprehensible s write in a way that is easy

- language? e  use only language you kng
““““ o if you translate it back into
used some variety of e  avoid repetitions (use eac
vocabulary? e  you can replace ‘ich mag’ |

‘ich finde + adjective’, etc.
¢ include different subject p
negatives, etc.

used some variety of ®  use connectives (‘und’, ‘ai.
grammatical structures? (‘sehr’, ‘ganz’, ‘total’, etc.)
e  use arange of time phrase
‘ndchsten Monat’, etc.)
e  use connectives (‘und’, ‘ab
(‘sehr’ ‘ganz’, ‘total’, ‘ziem
S ‘zuerst’, ‘danach’, &
e ., 0U could use relative clau
| subordinate clause using ‘¢

.

AN ” e use modal verbs

= e M—» - - —

us 7 presentand future | o are your present, past and

SPAtine frames successfully? e arethey in the right paragi

i phrase? (remember, ‘letzi:

‘nachsten/nachste/néachs

checked if you have made When you have finished, prooit

errors, that they are only

minor? Check:

e spelling, capital letters for
e articles (der, die, das / eir,
e  cases (dative after zu, mit,

e adjective endings COPYRIGHT
¢ word order (verb as secol PROTECTED

e verbtenses

W

S
s
T i
@ I
e
s

a9
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5. Translation task:

For the ‘knowledge of vocabulary and grammar’ criterion, you can check you

Have
you...

What the mark scheme says

What it m:

T

translated every element of
the message?

¢¢¢¢¢¢

rE . |
e /v Ao leave any gaps

f:j you translate the messag

it make sense?
e  tick off each word as you ||
miss part of the message

used generally accurate

| grammar?

When you have finished, proo.|

Check:

e  verb forms (correct for pro
e word order (verb as secor
e spelling, capital letters for
e articles (der, die, das / ein,
e cases (dative after zu, mit,
e adjective endings

Practice Papers for GCSE Edexcel German: Writing: Foundation Page 6 of 31
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE Edexcel German: 2024 ¢

Write-on paper N ®

Foundation Tier Practice Paper 3

Name

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information: ;

e Answer all questions in the spaces providec v fﬁ

®  Youshould answer all of question . uecwON 4,

®  You should answer optien or ) oAb for guestions 2 and 3.

*  Answer all questa ¢ A ~uidn and use full sentences.

Mt - uictionary.

Zs&)&‘ r each question are shown in brackets.

e  Clearly'Cross out everything that should not be marked as part of
your answer.

Practice Papers for GCSE Edexcel German: Writing: Foundation Page 17 of 31
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1.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

{
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fw ) s
L & i s
" o . | Y &d
2 ’f; e Eg
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Answer either Question 2(a) or Question 2(b)
Only answer one of these questions.

2. (a) Write about transport in your area for a 2. (b) Write about |

newspaper article. | article.
s |
Your answer must be in German and shcald 4 - Your answer |
be approximately 40-50 werile ~ 0 - be approxim.
Y & w . ™
You must incli:, “’ﬂlzé :;%lé“véing points: You must inc
. a7 },,t.ﬂ\”/”él around your area e whenya
¢ T ‘opinion of transport in your town ®  youropit
e where you would like to live in the future e whatyou
[14 marks]

.................................................................................................................................. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

a9

Education
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Answer either Question 3(a) or Question 3(b)
Only answer one of these questions.

3. (a) Write to someone you know about your 3. (b) Writetosom:

school life. g holidays.
A7 I
Your answer must be in German and zh¢ f‘Td | Your answer
be approximately 80-90 wn' s - be approxim.
oA\
You must inalyn 7t é mlc’“xmg points: You must inc
. ty) wear “to school e  howyou
s T :opnmon of school rules e yourop
e what you did at school yesterday ® apastw
e your school plans for next year e vyouride
[18 marks]

COPYRIGHT
.................................................................................................................................. PROTECTED

9

a9

Education
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4. Translate the following five sentences into German.

(a) I have avery big family.

(c) Unfortunately, my grandparents and | have little contact.

.....................................................................................................................

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Education
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE Edexcel German: 2024 ¢

Foundation Tier Practice Paper 3

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information:

e Answer all questions in your exercise book.

®  You should answer all of question 1 and question 4.

®  You should answer option a or option b for questic77 and 3.
e Answer all questions in German and use ful’se te » ﬁgs. -

®  You must not use a dictionary. v

*  The marks for each questc rdi » 1. _A4N'in brackets.
e Clearly crossout 2 4 o =3 ufat should not be marked as part of

w’»

Practice Papers for GCSE Edexcel German: Writing: Foundation Page 26 of 31
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1. Write four short sentences in
German to describe the photo.

(a) [2 marks]
(b) [2 marks]
(c) [2 marks]
(d) [2 marks]

Answer either Question 2(a) or Question 2(b). Only answer one ¢

2. (a) Write about transport in your area for a 2. (b) Write about
newspaper article. article.
Your answer must be in German and should Your answer
be approximately 40-50 words. be approxima
You must include the following points: . 5 You must incl
e howyoutravel around yourarer. 1~ ) e whenyao
*  your opinion of transper’ 1y | _;.owrij ®  youropi
e whereyouwonl ‘e ’:} e 1h the future e whatyou

Ad ’ [14 marks]

Answer either Question 3(a) or Question 3(b). Only answer one ¢

3. (a) Write to someone you know about your 3. (b) Write to som:
school life. winter holida,
Your answer must be in German and should Your answer @
be approximately 80—-90 words. be approxim:a
You must include the following points: You must inc | COPYRIGHT
*  what you wear to school e  howyol
e your opinion of school rules e yourop PROTECTED
e what you did at school yesterday a e apastw
Sl ey Y
e your school plans for next year g ‘ e vyouride

o) En.uﬂ(sﬁ

S

9

4. Translate the follow g W j:;u-rfeﬁces into German.

a9

Education

(d) There should be no discrimination at home.
(e) 1 would like to have more freedom in the future.

Practice Papers for GCSE Edexcel German: Writing: Foundation Page 27 of 31




Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Indicative Content

Practice Paper 1

1. (a) EsistimKino.
(b) Es gibt sechs Personen. p |
(c) Sie sehen einen Film. ee 7D
(d) Eine Frau trinkt Cola. N '
e\ 4l
2. (a) Ichverstehe mi i . . it meiner Schwester. Sie heiRt Mia und ist 2\
er ) mmmer freundlich und nett ist. Wir sehen zusamme},

‘Ndéhe gehen wir in die Stadt, denn ich habe Geburtstag. Ich n

s

2. (b) lIch bin wirklich gesund. ich spiele oft Tennis und gehe jeden Tag spazierer.
schwimme nicht gern. Das Wasser gefallt mir nicht. Meiner Meinung nach |
Zukunft mochte ich mehr Obst und Gemdse essen, weil es gut fur die Ges.

3. (a) Ichbin sehr fleiRig, also arbeite ich immer hart. Ich méchte mein Geld v
nett und freundlich. Meiner Meinung nach ist ein interessanter Job wich
ich schon Berufserfahrung. Letztes Jahr habe ich zweimal pro Woche in
Die Arbeit war interessant und die Kunden* waren meistens nett. Ich ha
verdient, also war diese Stelle fiir mich nicht perfekt. In der Zukunft ma:
Firma in GroRbritannien sein. Das ist mein Traum.

* Kunden — customers

3. (b) lch wohne in einer kleinen Stadt in Deutschl" no i Stadt ist mittelgrofs
schonen See und viele Parks. Mein Hau« ist . "‘ Ny “aber es hat einen groi.
Baum. Ich finde mein Haus nor en: o men”\e kleme Familie, weil wir ni¢:
Wochenende bin |rh Y frﬁe Y mr*Freund ins Kino gegangen. Das hat vie
voll. Ich mérhid {’e w&un(unft im Ausland wohnen. Ich liebe andere Kul

4,
Message Exa:
| often travel by train. Ich reise oft mit den
The journey is fast and easy. Die Fahrt ist schnell |
We stay in a hotel in the city. Wir wohnen in eine}
| always eat in a local restaurant. Ich esse immer in ein
Last year | visited an interesting museum with Letztes Jahr habe ich
my friend. interessantes Muse COPYRIGHT
Mark AO2 Mark PROTECTED
5-6 Message translated; an occasional o4 Generally a¢
unclear/incomplete message. ., ~ ] - occasional 1t
3-4 | Some messages translatefJ sicle § 4 3 Sometimes
unclear/mcomple* AE nf‘ { S
1-2 | Limited mos ¢ mslaged frequent 2 Limited acct 19
R J.;,.inete messages. : \r;major gnfi rr 09
ery minim:
throughout, EdUCQtiOﬂ
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.
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