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Teacher’s Introduction

Purpose and structure:

These AQA GCSE German Practice Papers (Paper 4, Higher) are designed to help students prepare for the
writing section of the examination. This resource contains three fully original complete practice papers for AQA
Paper 4: Writing.

The papers mirror the AQA exam style, including the 2024 grammar and Always check the exam board
vocabulary requirements, and cover all three AQA themes: website for new information,
1. People and lifestyle including changes to the

2. Popular culture specification and sample

3.  Communication and the world around us assessment material.

Every question type on the AQA writing exam, including the translation question, appears in this set of three
practice papers. These question types have been taken from the sample assessment materials prior to the first set
of exams in order to fully prepare your students with unseen questions.

Sample answers are provided, alongside marking notes for teachers. Full marking grids can be found on the
AQA website.

How to use this resource:

We recommend setting each paper under exam conditions to give students an idea of what level they are working

at. Go over the answers in class to identify strengths and weaknesses and to practise strategies, such as:

e reading the questions carefully to ensure students answer every aspect they ask for;

e applying a mixture of grammatical knowledge of the target language to convey key information through
writing exercises.

Students should be encouraged to note down any unfamiliar vocabulary or topics from the questions to prepare
for the new exams. The same paper could be used again after a couple of months, when students should aim to
get 100%.

The papers can also be used in mock exams or for independent preparation.

Although not in exam layout, non-write-on versions of the practice papers have been included in the resource in
order to minimise photocopying and reduce costs. Additionally, questions 2.1 and 2.2, and questions 3.1 and 3.2,

have been combined onto one page, again to avoid wasteful photocopying.

October 2025
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Structure of the Paper and Mark Scheme |

The AQA Higher writing paper comprises three tasks:

1. The translation task {10 marks)
Students translate five sentences into German, of ap~* = imately 50 words. T
difficulty, and later sentences may contain Mgt i ﬂ"é and more complex ¢,
themes and tenses on the AQA spec"‘° RoniTige t‘ask is marked for AO3 on\
and accurate application of f' sy T (, f;,a.»and vocabulary prescribed in the sp
as a whole and therr 2 «m M{téna rendering of the original meaning, anc
gramm, ri ,ultenon teachers will apply up to 15 ticks to elemen
transla@; a'student to get 5 marks in the ‘rendering of the original mea
ticks is \@®ired. To score in the top band in ‘knowledge of vocabulary and g

very good knowledge of the vocabulary in the specification and their grammn

Only minor errors are tolerated, and there should be few, if any, omissions.

2. The 90-word task (15 marks)

Students choose between two questions, which will be on two different the::
(question 5 on the Foundation paper). Students must cover three bullet point
three different time frames. It is marked based on two criteria: AO2 (undersi:
written language in speaking and in writing) and AO3 (demonstrating unders:
of the grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification). To score int:
need to address all three bullet points, communicate clearly, and regularly d.
communicating a lot of relevant information. To score in the top band for AC
variety of vocabulary. They must also regularly try to use complex language
use present, past and future time frames. There rM\ £ ninor errors and a f¢
structures only. o ¥ i

3. The 150-word task (25 m~1457~ |  ~
Students choose bl e in jf'_'_f,w'tfu’éstions on two different themes. There are
is narr, 11‘-” )t L oesent tense, the other in a different time frame. The task
oot understandmg and responding to written language in speaking
(demonsu‘atmg understanding and accurate application of the grammar and
specification). To score in the top band for AO2, students need to convey a ¢
regularly develop their ideas and communicate clearly. For AO3, students arg
sub-criteria: their range and use of language, and their accuracy. To score in |
language, students must use a very good variety of vocabulary and grammat
regularly and successfully use complex language. To score in the top band fo:
accurately. There may be some minor errors and occasional major errors in ¢t
Their verbs and tenses must be secure.
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Self- and peer-assessment gr|

Use the grids below to self- or peer-assess your written responses. Please note that BP st

1.

2.

Translation task:

For the ‘rendering of the original meaning’ criterion, check the 5mark scheme and gi\:

correctly translated.

Then convert those ticks as follows:
13-15 ticks = 5 marks =

1012 ticks = 4 marks g )

7-9 ticks =3 marks ¢ o~

0 ticks = ™5arks

For the ‘knowledge of vocabulary and grammar’ criterion, you can check your work o

What the mark .
Have you... scheme says What it mean;
shown very good
knowledge of e  translate all or nearly all the words ir
vocabulary?
translated the
message [ fjo not leave any gaps -
appropriately? . if you translate the message back int.
used highly accurate )
grammar? e  check your verbs (present and perfec:
. When you have finiskad, proofread your v
e |+ el ol
only minar? e .ar ’cle;, ‘7.dr,die, das / ein, eine, etc.)
Y A .djective endings
YA\ 4
90-word task: Ad” e
.t the mark .

A scheme says What it mean:
addressed all three write at least one sentence per BP
bullet points with e what you write must be relevant to t}
relevant information? | e  use the correct time frame for BP2 ai
communicated J write in a way that is easy to underst:
clearly? ° if you translate it back into English, do
;iguurlfdr:eyag?eveloped e  give at least three or four ideas per B
used a good variety of | avoid repetitions (use each word onc:
vocabulary? [ include different subject pronouns arn\

[ use a range of time phrases (‘letztes W
regularly tried to use . t:se cqnn}estiyesl(’l{nd', ‘aber’, ‘also’, etv.
complex language and ZIemllcb,. wirkf b, etc.) and sequence
ctructures? * youco it . 1 lative clauses using

. yc i coyliuse a subordinate clause ‘c

SO0 ‘tructures using ‘2’
used preserir a’"st‘}é e & are your present, past and future ver\
futtnl A :,:.ne‘s‘j . are they in the right paragraph, with ||
RN successfully? ‘letzt’ = last, ‘nachst’ = next)
. A checked if you have
> made errors, they are When you have finished, proofread your v

mainly minor (though . spelling and capital letters for nouns
some major onesmay | e articles (der, die, das / ein, eine)

have occurred in e adjective endings

complex structures)?
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3. 150-word task:

Have you...

What the mark
scheme says

What it means i

conveyed a lot of
relevant
information?

break down the BP (it might be useful tc |
what you write must be relevant to the I\
use the correct time frame forBP2

regularly
developed your
ideas?

.f’vf
commir
_ e
T N e

* Ad

always give at !~= ! 5ix to eight ideas per |
this co~. AL Wewby giving other peop!
Gifels iy \/s’ﬁ;hgt it used to be, giving at.
fjér.wavfyour paragraphs
write in a way that is easy to understand
narrate a story as you would in English, {1

if you translate it back into English, does |

used a very good
variety of
vocabulary and
grammatical
structures?

avoid repetitions (use each word or expr:
use different opinion phrases (‘meiner N\
glaube’, ‘ich denke’, etc.)

include different subject pronouns

used complex
language regularly
and successfully?

use more interesting vocabulary and stri.
are confident

you could use modal verbs (‘ich kann’, ‘e:,
you could use relative clauses using ‘der, ¢
use subordinate clauses (‘weil’, ‘obwohl:

used present, past
and future time
frames
successfully?

are your present, perfect and future veri:
have you referred to your childhood / sc:
using the imperfect?

did you say what would happen using ‘wi
in the conditicnn | nse?

checked if you
have made errors
occasionall it ey

§
S
-

When you 7./ Ale | jfi,_proofread your work ¢
L ]

3
I

o T T t"épital letters for nouns
Ja-ticles (der, die, das / ein, eine)

i G ~e  adjective endings
are’r & p . |
e . umlauts

1 2 . verb word order
W

e

& ; w“r

-
& .»"? ;
"
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE AQA German: 2024 ¢

Write-on paper N ®

Higher Tier Practice Paper 3

Name

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information: ;

e Answer all questions in the spaces providec v J fﬁ

® InSection A, you should answer g oy 100

® InSection B you should 21 wé, © Niudf q’uéstion 2.1 or question 2.2.
Do not answer bot e =uisl

If Y Vs wudld answer either question 3.1 or question 3.2.

@o‘:&‘ er both questions.

e Answerall questions in German.

®  You must not use a dictionary.

e  The marks for each question are shown in brackets.

®  You can write your first draft in the answer book. Clearly cross out
everything that should not be marked as part of your answer.

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA German: Writing: Higher Page 13 of 26
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Section A

Translation into German

§
» » é
1. Translate the following sentences into German A
f,w,,f i ’}; =
Every year there are fireworks 7. ie \gr’s“"E</e.
3 w ™
s o i
g
N R R LR R R TR PR R P PR RS FEEEER R FREEEERRRRREE |
* b
o

......................................................................................................
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Section B

Answer either Question 2.1 or Question 2.2.
Only answer one of these questions.

EITHER | o=
2.1 Your Swiss friend has asked you about your gt f"l’;, ;2 ~Your Austrian friey
healthy lifestyle. Write a response. . A holidays. Write a i
Y & . ‘ j =
Write your answer 3 -3 =weshould be Write your answe!
approedmcls . S"w;&s.w approximately 90 \
You r@;jtwﬁ least one detail for each You must write at |
bullet o bullet point.
Describe: Describe:
e how you keep fit e howyounor
e something you did in the past that was e  apast winter
unhealthy e yourideal ho
e your plans for being healthy in the future
[15 marks]
3 o
- 7
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Section C

Answer either Question 3.1 or Question 3.2.
Only answer one of these questions.

EITHER | 52y
3.1 You are writing a post about relationships 0z 4 :{.24«’ You are writing o
Swiss Internet forum. .- o magazine aimec
a\ i about free-time ¢
You must write your: - ”:i ‘: Azerman, and it
should.egaor «  ~ iy 150 words. You must write i

must have information to cover should be apprc.

both L\ points. Your answer mu:
both bullet poin:
Describe:
¢ the positive and negative aspects of marriage Describe:
e your ideal future relationship e whatyoung ¢
[25 marks] e howyouwil
the exams
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE AQA German: 2024 ¢

Higher Tier Practice Paper 3

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information:

e Answer all questions in your exercise book.

® |n Section A, you should answer question 1.

®  |n Section B you should answer either question 2.7 ~ uestion 2.2.
Do not answer both questions. g {0 ;o

® InSection Cyou should answer ei*’..*  2s.un 31or question 3.2.

4

Do not answer both questi s,/ -
e Answer all questin ";Aﬂff;..wdhf )
*  You rg Ot S0 m'c"fio»nary.
e Ther 119%0 r each question are shown in brackets.

e (learlyCross out everything that should not be marked as part of

your answer.
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Section A

Translation into German

1. Translate the following sentences into German. g
o G
Every year there are fireworks on New Yoar s kv >/ ~
The flight to Greece takes less t%a 1t 1 ' hours.
Last weekend | saw mv * . Grit h érin concert.
| should not smoys € W::*t 1 be healthy.
| am @’ﬁ . Jum‘fté the summer, when | will have more freedom.
Section B
Answer either Question 2.1 or Question 2.2. Only answer one ot |
EITHER OR
2.1  Your Swiss friend has asked you about your 2.2 Your Austrian frien
healthy lifestyle. Write a response. holidays. Write a i
Write your answer in German. It should be Write your answe
approximately 90 words. approximately 90 \
You must write at least one detail for each You must write at |
bullet point. e {'f’ ~bullet point.
Describe: 27 4 J° Describe:
e how you keep i W * how you norn
o SOZgmaNiN L el inthe past that was s 3 past wintet
A Moo IR e yourideal hal
o yX@ans for being healthy in the future
[15 marks]
Section C
Answer either Question 3.1 or Question 3.2. Only answer one ot |
EITHER OR
3.1 You are writing a post about relationships on a 3.2 Youare writing o

Swiss Internet forum.

-
You must write your answer in Ger';ﬁ‘ NG
should be approximately 157y w0 @ 7

Your answer must Foy - i . “.avon to cover

e the positive and negative aspects of marriage
¢ vyour ideal future relationship
[25 marks]

magazine aimec
about free-time ¢

You must write yt
should be appro:
Your answer mu:
both bullet poin!

Describe:

e whatyoung ¢

e howyouwi
the exams
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Indicative content

Practice Paper 1
Section A
A tick is awarded for each element that is communicated, despite minor inaccuracies.

Original language Credited language (word order marked
‘Knowledge of vocab and grammar’)

1 There are five million inhabitants es gibt funf Milli ;Emwohner
2 in the capital city in der Haea 2 ste
3 In order to be successful, o e "jm{l sein,
4 | one must own a car 2 j{w 1 2 muss ein Auto besitzen
5 In my opinion, N 7 .| meiner Meinung nach
6 | climate change. \ A der Klimawandel
7 ist das grofRte Problem
8 fir dieUmwelt
9 5 wennich..esse
10 | too much cake, zy viel Kuchen
11 | I get stomach ache ich bekomme Bauchschmerzen
12 | Yesterday gestern.
13 | lwas sad, ich war traurig
14 | sollistened to also habeich ....gehért.
15 | loud music laute Musik

Es gibt flinf Millionen Einwohner in der Hauptstadt.

Um erfolgreich zu sein, muss man ein Auto besitzen.

Meiner Meinung nach ist der Klimawandel das gréRte Problem fiir die Umwelt.
Wenn ich zu viel Kuchen esse, bekomme ich Bauchschmerzen.

Gestern war ich traurig, also habe ich laute Musik gehort.

Section B

2.1 Example answer: Diese Stelle ist perfekt fir mich. Ich bin sk eiRig, also arbeite ic\
wirklich verdienen, also bin nie faul. Ich bin auch nett . ey dlich. Meiner Meinut
sein. Obwohl ich jung bin, habe ich schon Ber. fs¢ ffa‘" .8 Letztes Jahr habe ich zw.
Supermarkt gearbeitet. Die Arbeit w= it 1 yu nt und die Kunden waren meistens i1
verdient. In der Zukunft méche fn.,ﬁ \u —Jr von einer erfolgreichen Firma sein. Das |

2.2 Example answer: T2 sg”uw.,.,ateresaert mich wirklich. Ich benutze mein Handy zu .

be '« .. ‘irbenutze soziale Medien als Quelle fiir Nachrichten. Die Vid:
‘-’fuog ern habe ich mit Freunden Videospiele online gespielt. Es hat viel Spa
pren flir meine Mathehausaufgaben benutzt. Das Internet ist sehr nitzlic
einen neuen Laptop kaufen, wenn ich auf die Uni gehe. Es ist wichtig, dass mein Lap.
weiterlernen, wenn mein Laptop langsam lduft. (93 words)

Section C

3.1 Example answer:
Der Klimawandel ist ein echtes Problem fiir unsere Welt und es ist notwendig, dass .
nehmen. Meiner Meinung nach gibt es ein Problem, das leicht zu |6sen ist. Das ist d¢
Land verursacht, und die die Landschaft offensichtlich verschmutzt. Im Moment gib:
sagen, nicht genug. Ich denke, dass wir zu viele Papierprodukte benutzen, die gar ni

Weihnachtskarten. Wir schicken sie an viele Leute und werfen sie dann einfach weg.
das tun kénnen. Das macht fiir mich keinen Sinn. i COPYRIGHT
Um noch mehr fir die Umwelt zu tun, habe ich vor, ein Elektroauto zu fahren. Hoffe: PROTECTED

billiger sein, damit sich mehr Leute sie leisten kdnnen. Ich heff ; auf bessere Radweg
Radfahren hat viele Vorteile, nicht nur flir die eigene T dh it sondern auch fur ¢
- & Wj) o

S
G

3.2 Example answer: ;
Mein Lieblingsstar ist ein Schav a1\ L mehreren erfolgreichen Filmen mitges;

aber sein Vater kam al{' U5 Fobatte viele kleine Rollen in Theaterstiicken. Er be/ |9
Filmrolle miadre:l » 4. 1 wieiner Meinung nach wahlt er Rollen, die gut zu seiner
istess it w(szrl'ﬂsneren Ich finde es auch toll, dass er ein lieber Mensch is\, 09
(.\9 3“ i
WG Ed ti
Zum Glu*®&rbeitet er immer noch, und ich versuche, alles zu sehen. Obwohl er jetzt ucQation

noch vor, ihm in den soziale Medien zu folgen. Ich habe viele Apps auf meinem Han.
werde mir alle seine Filme noch einmal ansehen, hoffentlich mit meinem kunftigen @
Ich denke, dass er den Preis als bester Schauspieler gewinnen sollte. Wenn ja, dann |
sehen. (154 words)
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.
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