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Teacher’s Introduction

Purpose and structure:

These AQA GCSE German Practice Papers (Paper 4, Foundation) are designed

to help students prepare for the writing section of the examination. This Always check the exam board
resource contains three fully original complete practice papers for AQA website for new information

Paper 4: Writing. including changes to the
specification and sample

The papers mirror the AQA exam style, including the 2024 grammar and
vocabulary requirements, and cover all three AQA themes: assessment material.
1. People and lifestyle

2. Popular culture

3. Communication and the world around us

Every question type on the AQA writing exam, including the translation question, appears in this set of three
practice papers. These question types have been taken from the sample assessment materials prior to the first set
of exams in order to fully prepare your students with unseen questions.

Sample answers are provided, alongside marking notes for teachers. Full marking grids can be found on the
AQA website.

How to use this resource:

We recommend setting each paper under exam conditions to give students an idea of what level they are working

at. Go over the answers in class to identify strengths and weaknesses and to practise strategies, such as:

e reading the questions carefully to ensure students answer every aspect they ask for;

e applying a mixture of grammatical knowledge of the target language to convey key information through
writing exercises.

Students should be encouraged to note down any unfamiliar vocabulary or topics from the questions to prepare
for the new exams. The same paper could be used again after a couple of months, when students should aim to
get 100%.

The papers can also be used in mock exams or for independent preparation.

Although not in exam layout, non-write-on versions of the practice papers have been included in the resource in
order to minimise photocopying and reduce costs. Additionally, questions 5.1 and 5.2 have been combined onto
one page, again to avoid wasteful photocopying.

October 2025
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Structure of the Paper and Mark Scheme |

1. The photo description (10 marks)
Students write five sentences in German. This task is marked for AO2 only (unde:
written language in speaking and in writing). For each sentence, students can sc.
2 marks, the message is clearly communicated; for 1 mark, the message contair

immediately comprehensible; and for 0 marks, there is ~<* :wardable communic
~
Marking guidance g 4 ) ¢

Mark each sentence separatelv, <

Sentences must be abey wh 1 5 *.Anie photo (they cannot refer to what is
Sentences must e L :’;;,.Mfﬁ’o"ésibly’ true {e.g. colour can be guessed, as ph:
Nig s C 1 . octen as a figure (e.g. 4) or as a word (e.g. four).

FC ;ks*tﬁe\sentence must contain an appropriate conjugated verb.

Ve Ne®1d structures can be repeated (e.g. es gibt + different nouns).

First- or second-person verb forms are accepted.

2. The 50-word task (10 marks)
This task has five compulsory bullet points to write about and is descriptive/nar:
criteria: AO2 (understanding and responding to written language in speaking an.
(demonstrating understanding and accurate application of the grammar and vo.
specification). To score in the top band for AO2, students need to address all fiv.
clearly. To score in the top band for AO3, students must use varied vocabulary &
minor errors are tolerated, students should not make any major errors.

-

Marking guidance

You must mark ALL words (word count is approximate).

All bullet points must be covered {coverage does not have to be equal).

All aspects of the grade descriptors must be considered (not just the bullet |
Information must be relevant and clear. .

There is no tense requirement, but studer wv ay : :«foos”e to use tenses.

0 for AO2 = 0 for AO3, but apart ..~ at, e mark for AO2 does not limit |
Major errors affect comr %\ mondinor errors do not.

Variety = differe=* - ; i, 2, pronouns, nouns, verbs.

Ve f‘;y,lu«ngﬁége NOT complexity.

G .

2 @0‘:&@ task (5 marks)

Students*®omplete five short sentences with a missing word. They are given thra
available for this task. it is marked for AO3 only (demonstrating understanding a!
grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification). The words written by «
accurate, and accents (if required) must be included to score 1 mark. The task v

adjectives and past participles as appropriate to FT grammar list.

4. The translation task (10 marks)
Students translate a few sentences (approximately 35 words) into German. The @
difficulty; for example, later sentences may have modal verbs, more than one ci:
constructions. This task is marked for AO3 only (demonstrating understanding a:
grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification). The task is marked as & COPYRIGHT
rendering of the original meaning, and knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. PROTECTED
apply up to 15 ticks to elements which are accurately translated. For a student 1¢
the original meaning’ category, a minimum of 13 ticks "v ¢ uired. To score in the
vocabulary and grammar’, students must have +w ‘v 3 >d Knowledge of the vau
their grammar needs to be accurate. R L arre \ware tolerated, and omissions &

S

5. The 90-word task (15 mar' .2 ¢ 2 |9
Students choose he 't % vt ylestions which will be on two different themes. '
which ¥ ¢ £ +ay and students will be expected to write in three time fran 09
(questi ythé‘Higher paper). It is marked based on two criteria: AO2 (unde i
written @ 0age in speaking and in writing) and AO3 (demonstrating understant EdUCQtIOﬂ

the grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification). To score in the ton
address all three bullet points, communicate clearly, and regularly develop theit
relevant information. To score in the top band for AO3, students must use a goa
also regularly try to use complex language and structures and successfully use pi
frames. There may be minor errors and a few major errors in complex structure:
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Self- and Peer-assessment Gr

Use the grids below to self- or peer-assess your written responses. Please note th.

1. Photo description task:
Have

P

What the mark scheme says o 4 What it me
you... Wad® )

communicated releva .o
information?. "

write only about what is in the

) . = keep it simple so everyone can

it S 1L sedon clearly? P P y

used complete sentences or | . . .

,,,,,,, p include a subject and averb in
~ | clauses (with a verb)?
2. 50-word task:

Have .
you What the mark scheme says What itm: | ]

e write at least one sentenc:
e  what you have written mi.
e writein a way that is easy |
use only language you knu
if you translate it back into
check that you are not rep
e  you can replace ‘ich mag’ |
‘g A de + adjective’, etc.

addressed all five BP?

written clearly?

used a variety of vocabulary | ..~ ’ . Y
i &’ 1 seconnectives (‘und’, ‘ab
and grammatical structiir s A L ). ,
Y o L (‘sehr’, ‘ganZ’, ‘total’, etc.)
L7 7| e checkyour present tense v
§ i ! .w“‘r» o . .
AaL to use other tenses in this

When you have finished, prooi
o  spelling, capital letters for
articles (der, die, das / ein,
cases (dative after zu, mit,
adjective endings

word order (verb as secon

"I checked that if you have
made errors, they are only
minor?

3. Grammar task:
Not suitable for self-assessment. Check the mark scheme for correct answer:

4. Translation task: COPYRIGHT

For the ‘rendering of the original meaning’ criterion, check the mark scheme PROTECTED
which is correctly translated. )

Then convert those ticks as follows: ' o

13-15 ticks = 5 marks o ¢ 15

10-12 ticks =4 mark‘sx 2B y5° ig
7-9 ticks =3 ma i \ S

4-6 ticfb . 5 09

1-3 tici mark
0 ticks = 0 marks

Education

For the ‘knowledge of vocabulary and grammar’ criterion, you can check yot
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Have

you...

What the mark scheme says

What it means for you

shown very good knowledge
of vocabulary?

translate all or nearly all the words in the
sentences accurately

translated the message
appropriately?

do not leave any gaps
if you translate the message back into Ei
it make sense?

used highly accurate
grammar?

check your verbs (present and perfect te:

checked that if you have
made errors, they are only
minor? €)@

w«

e

When you have finict ;),_ ‘roofread your wor..

.

L
»

o

. N -
spelling, ap. ~' ecters for nouns
. Vo o
a1« o (der, die, das / ein, eine, etc.)

_cades (dative after zu, mit, etc.)

adjective endings
word order {verb position, time-manner.|

5. 90-word task:

Have
you...

What the mark scheme says

What it means for you

addressed all three bullet
points with relevant
information?

write at least one sentence per BP
what you write must be relevant to the |
use the correct time frame for BP2 and £

communicated clearly?

write in a way that is easy to understanc
if you translate it back into English, does |

regularly developed
your ideas?

give at least three or four ideas per BP

used a good variety of
vocabulary?

avoid repetitions {use each word once o\
include different suh’act pronouns and ¢
negatives. et o

regularly tried to s/

usenar e y.ume phrases (‘letztes Woc
"hé;; _scen Monat’, etc.)

“use connectives (‘und’, ‘aber’, ‘also’, etc.},

(‘sehr’, ‘ganZ’, ‘total’, ‘ziemlich’, etc.) and :
(‘danr’, ‘zuerst’, ‘danach’, etc.)

you could use relative clauses using ‘der, |
subordinate clause using ‘dass’

use modal verbs

used present, past and future
time frames mainly
successfully?

are your present, past and future verbs ¢
are they in the right paragraph, with the |
phrase? (remember, ‘letzten/letzte/letzte
‘nachsten/nachste/néchstes’ = future)

checked that if you have
made errors, they are mainly
minor (though some major
ones may have occurred in
complex structures)?

When you have finished, proofread your wori

spelling, capital letters for nouns
articles (der, die, das / ein, eine, etc.)
cases (dative after zu, mit, etc.)

adjective endings
=

S
o
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE AQA German: 2024 ¢

Write-on paper N ®

Foundation Tier Practice Paper 3

Name

Time allowed: 1 hour 10 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information: ;
e Answer all questions in the spaces providec v fﬁ
® InSection A, you should answer al':’, 1esdns.
® InSection B you should 21 wé, € Yo i q’uéstion 5.1 or question 5.2. Do nc.
answer both quest-a /7~
' If U Lisin German.
@oﬁa t use a dictionary.
®  The marks for each question are shown in brackets.
®  You can write your first draft in the answer book. Clearly cross out
everything that should not be marked as part of your answetr.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

i -
‘a d iy
1@AY |
-
4

a9

Education

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA German: Writing: Foundation Page 17 of 35



Section A

1. You see this photo on Instagram.

What is in the photo?

L 2

L 3
.................................................................................................................. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9
a9

Education
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2.  Your Swiss friend is coming to a festival with you. Write a short description ¢
Your answer must be in German and should be approximately 50 words.

You must write at least one thing about each bullet point.

Mention: . g
e when the festival is =2 4 ) -
e thelocation iy, -

e thefood Al A

e thecost YA 4" 4

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

s
-
- i “
St L I
i .
4

a9

Education
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3. Complete the following sentences in German using your grammar knowledg:

Choose the correct German word from the three options given. The correct
space. Use the example to help you.

Example
Ich .....gehe .... in die Stadt. i
s &
e ;.mf i ’}; =
‘ 'lj s
ehe ehen gk I
: : - =\ .:g-«w —
1

¢¢¢¢¢¢

| .
3.1 @ ............................... Dorf ist in den Bergen.

|_ Die Das Der

3 1= lange Haare. -
ist hat hast
3.3 IcChtrage €iNe et Hose.
blaue blau blauen
3.4  Ich Verstehe ... e gt 1t meinem Vater.

mir sit. - 1 mich |
Y & ‘ &

3.5

waren ist

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

S
o
@ I
.
s

a9

Education
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4. Translate the following sentences into German.

New Year’s Eve is my favourite celebration.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Education
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Section B

Answer either Question 5.1 or Question 5.2.
Only answer one of these questions.

EITHER | o=
5.1 Your Swiss friend has asked you about your gt f”|j} ;2 ~Your Austrian friey
healthy lifestyle. Write a response. . A holidays. Write a i
Y & o ‘ j .
Write your answer 3 -3 =weshould be Write your answe!
approge@aely . vious. approximately 90 \

‘:ite»'a’t least one detail for each You must write at |

bullet bullet point.
Describe: Describe:
e how you keep fit e howyounor
e something you did in the past that was e  apast winter
unhealthy e yourideal ho
e your plans for being healthy in the future
[15 marks]

..........................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................... COPYRIGHT
.......................................................................................................................... PROTECTED

9

a9

Education
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE AQA German: 2024 ¢

Foundation Tier Practice Paper 3

Time allowed: 1 hour 10 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information:
e |nSection A, you should answer all the questions.
® |n Section B you should answer either question 5.1 or question 5.2. Do nc.
answer both questions.
® Answer all questions in German. g
®  You must not use a dictionary. g  d
®  The marks for each questic . dl , 3 47'in brackets.
®  You can write yo''t 4 i the answer book. Clearly cross out
ever\'" thet ! ,wid'not be marked as part of your answer.
. !
%

.vy

3
ot

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

S
i s
S s
AOAN I
-
b

a9

Education
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Section A

1. You see this photo on Instagram.

What is in the photo? -

Write five sentences in G-.v an.
A 47

]

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4 [2 marks]
1.5 [2 marks]

2.  Your Swiss friend is coming to a festival with you. Write a short description ¢

Your answer must be in German and should be approximately 50 words.

COPYRIGHT
You must write at least one thing about each bullet point. PROTECTED
Mention: 7y [
e when the festival is e f’”“'ﬂ;g . ¢
* thelocation g e
e thefood WA\ A ;
e thecost U 4 Al 19

a9

Education
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3. Complete the following sentences in German using your grammar knowledg:

Choose the correct German word from the three options given. Use the exai:

Example
Ich ... gehe .... in die Stadt.
[ gehe | gehen | geht | y
YT °
3.1 e Dorf ist in den Bergen. f”j *
| Die Fay ﬁ-fx ~ Der |
; ,.w e T
3.2 ge;Haare
| hat | hast |
3.3 Ichtrageeine............. Hose. _
| blaue | blau | blauen | f N\
3.4 Ichverstehe.............. gut mit meinem Vater.
| mir | sich | mich |
3.5 Gestern............. das Wetter warm.
| war I waren | ist |
4. Translate the following sentences into Germe=, Lg
New Year’s Eve is my favourite CF:'?';'I; 3 L) “a
The journey to Greece tak s aife 2 youfs.
Last weekend | we 4 “uceft.
lam nge ¥ Ve 1 . s..0ke because it is unhealthy.
| woull 119%09 ore freedom in the future.
Section B
Answer either Question 5.1 or Question 5.2. Only answer one of |
EITHER OR
5.1 Your Swiss friend has asked you about your 5.2  Your Austrian frien
healthy lifestyle. Write a response. holidays. Write a 1
COPYRIGHT
Write your answer in German. It should be Write your answer PROTECTED
approximately 90 words. , approximately 90 1
You must write at least one detail for each A You must write at |
bullet point. 4 lw,i < bullet point.
4 W -
Describe: L o Describe: i 9
e howyoukees t o *  how you nori
° &M - @d in the past that was s apast winter 09
v wf&w » yourideal hol i
e yO®plans for being healthy in the future EdUCQtIOﬂ
[15 marks]
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Indicative Content

Practice Paper 1

1. Photo description (10 marks)
Example answer:
1.1 EsistimKino.

1.2 Esgibt vier Jugendliche. i |
1.3 Sie sind gliicklich. e &
o : oY
1.4 Ein Méadchen trinkt Cola. il
1.5 Sie sehen einen Film. gl e
i - W . 4
2. 50-wordtask (10marl 5 ) — /"
Examplege@iaer: 1+ > -Familie gibt es meine Eltern, meine Geschwister und mich.

Jahre a!

sel.r groR und er hat kurze schwarze Haare und blaue Augen. Er ist immn
Ich verst )

h sehr gut mit ihm. Er spielt gern Videospiele. Das ist auch mein Liebli:

ad

3.  Grammar task (5 marks)

Question Answer Mark
3.1 meine 1
3.2 tragen 1
3.3 ist 1
3.4 grolRen 1
3.5 gegessen 1

4. Translation (10 marks)
Rendering meaning (5 marks)
A tick is awarded for each element that is communicated, despite minor inaccurac.:

Original language Fredited language

{word order marked in ‘Knowledge of vocab and
1 There is Es gibt ‘
2 a park einenPark v L
3 in the town in degis i r
4 I would like e 0 gite
5 to buy PS-) a __&aufen
6 - R\ v ) “ | ein Auto
7 ingisimportant | Recycling ist wichtig
8 G?e environment fur die Umwelt
9 | don’t like drinking Ich trinke nichtgern
10 cola ca
11 because weil/denn
12 it is unhealthy esistungesund
13 Yesterday Gestern
14 | listened to ich habe ....gehrt
15 loud music laute Musik

Es gibt einen Park in der Stadt.

Ich méchte ein Auto kaufen. COPY RlGHT
Recycling ist wichtig fiir die Umwelt. PROTECTED

Ich trinke nicht gern Cola, weil es ungesund ist.
Gestern habe ich laute Musik gehért.

" a8 L.
5.1 Example answer: Ich mdchte sehr gern fir diece " arsc ~F iheeit arbeiten. Sie ist Schal

Ich bin sehr fleiRig, also arbeite ich imp iy | len ochte mein Geld wirklich verdie
nett und freundlich. Meiner Me .t T st es wichtig, hilfsbereit zu sein. Obwoh! |
Berufserfahrung. Let7f s’ s ’»m&' ich zweimal pro Woche in einem Supermarkt geat |9
und die Ge@n ¢ cstens nett. Ich habe jedoch nicht viel Geld verdient. In der
einer e ‘he” firma sein. Das ist mein Traum. (101 words) 09
5.2 Examples\‘i\'i;r: Technologie interessiert mich wirklich. Ich benutze mein Handy zu ¢ EdUCQtIOn

meine Schularbeiten. Ich benutze soziale Medien als Quelle fiir Nachrichten. Die Vic:
verstehen. Gestern habe ich mit Freunden Videospiele online gespielt. Es hat viel Sp.
Computer auch fir meine Mathehausaufgaben benutzt. Das Internet ist sehr nitzlic:
einen neuen Laptop kaufen, wenn ich auf die Uni gehe. Es ist wichtig, dass mein Lap.
weiterlernen, wenn mein Laptop langsam lauft. (93 words)
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



.................................................................................................................................... COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

a9

Education
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