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Teacher’s Introduction

Purpose:

This pack contains three full practice papers for the Edexcel Higher writing exam. When a new specification is
launched, initially, teachers may find it difficult to source quality practice papers beyond those provided by the
exam board, thereby making it difficult to accurately assess their students. Besides, there is always a risk that
students can find the papers provided online by the exam board. The ZigZag practice papers allow teachers to give
their students extra practice without taking this risk.

The author has taken every step to ensure the structure of these papers
mirrors that of the Edexcel paper, and has used their extensive experience

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

to produce varied and unique content. These papers cover all six thematic
contexts:

My personal world

Lifestyle and wellbeing

My neighbourhood

Media and technology

Studying and my future

Travel and tourism

S

How to use this resource:

We recommend setting each paper under exam conditions to give an accurate picture of students’ ability at a
given point. Papers can be used as teacher-assessed tasks (with the teacher marking the paper and feeding back
to the students) or as self-/peer-assessment tasks (with each student or their partner assessing their work).

We are not providing a full mark scheme here as it can easily be obtained from the exam board’s website, but the
author has provided an explanation of the mark scheme and how to achieve the top marks for each task. They
have also provided some self-/peer-assessment grids, which can be photocopied and given to students to assess
their own or their partner’s work.

December 2025
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Structure of the Paper and Mark Scheme |

The Edexcel Higher writing paper comprises three tasks:

1. The 80-90-word task
Students choose between two questions. Note this i< 2> bssover task (it is th
paper). There are 18 marks available for this ’f;;,,,} Mo fha%ked based on two .
stimulus) and AO3 (linguistic knowlpffj"\‘ ~d sauracy). To score in the top b
address all four bullet poinEs fw.,';c ‘t |~ neirideas frequently and write ina m
the top band for AQ2, « 1 « *.need to vary their vocabulary and grammatic

¢¢¢¢¢¢

achievege@iacre o 1 iger sentences with connectives. They must be gener
past, ¢ and future events, and the language they use must be general}

errors o\ 5lerated.

2. The 130-150-word task
Students choose between two questions. There are 22 marks available for t\ PN
two criteria: AO2 (response to stimulus) and AO3 (linguistic knowledge and & { |
band for AO2, students must address all four bullet points, consistently deve ‘
response must be easily comprehensible. To score in the top band for AO3,
range of vocabulary and grammatical structures. This can be achieved by cre.
using complex language. They must be consistently successful at referring te
events, and the language they use must be consistently accurate with no my|

3. The translation task
Students translate a short paragraph into Spanish. There are 10 marks availa|
based on two criteria: AO2 (response to stimulus) »t- 3 (linguistic knowlg
the top band for AO2, students must ensiire ind. f:"ﬁws .neaning of the paragra
translated. To score in the top barc .« @\ 3, urié vocabulary and grammatica
must be consistently acciy s, V\ )t§ _ﬁ,.u"')m"ajor errors.
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Self- and Peer-assessment Gr

Use the grids below to self- or peer-assess your written responses. Please note th.

1. 80-90-word task:

P

[~ ;’f ,
Ly What it m:

Have
What the mark scheme s3y:
you... v
s F 4 . >

2 1 4 .

2 )
a'\ 5 palrfour bullet
@pwms\?

e write at least one sentenc:

e  what you write must be ro

e give an opinion and at lea:
‘porque’ or ‘dado que’)

e  use the correct time fram¢

frequently developed
your ideas?

e give at least three or four |

responded to the task in a
comprehensible manner?

e write in a way thatis easy
e if you translate it back int

used a variety of vocabulary
and grammatical structures?

e  avoid repetitions (use eac
e include different subject p
negatives, etc.

formed extended sentences?

®  use arange of time phras.
mes que viene’, etc.)

®  use connectives (‘y’, ‘perc,

{‘muy’, ‘un poco’, ‘bastant:

(‘e 5, 1€s’, ‘por fin’, “finali

occasionally used g

& w‘;

.- i

complex lancy gé: o/ 7

& 5 .
~ 1 u.acouple of more inten
~/ “structures but only if you @
e you could use relative claus
as ‘tener que’, ‘hay que’, el

&

muue successful use of

P present, past and future

time frames?

e are your present, past ang

e  arethey in the right paragi
phrase? (remember, ‘pasa
viene’ = future)

used generally
accurate language?

When you have finished, proo:
Check:

e spelling

e articles (el/la/los/las un/u
o adjective agreements

2. 130-150-word task:

Have
you...

What the mark
scheme says

‘ What it mean

addressec A S r
N

w" _Mmore than one sentence |
what you write must be relevar
give a balanced opinion with rg
connective to separate them: =
‘por un lado / por otro lado’, e\
use the correct time frame for |

consistently developed
your ideas?

always give at least three or fo.
this can be achieved by giving ¢
comparing what life is now vs
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Have What the mark
you... scheme says

What it mea:

responded to the
task in an easily
comprehensible
manner?

®  plan your paragraphs

e writeinawaythatiseasytou

e narrate a story as you would it
chronologiral order

o ifyzaitn ate it back into Eng

used a wide variet i f &
i "4
vocabular .~ o ®
i, » » -
g "§I structures?

- :

féj;,‘,y;ofebetitions (use each ide:

s . use different opinion phrases |
‘segun’, etc.)

¢ include different subject pronc

‘ningln’, ‘ni uno’, ‘ninguno’, et.

08 8
3

formed frequently
extended sentences?

e use arange of time phrases (‘c.
de terminar mis estudios’, etc.|
e  use connectives (‘y’, ‘pero’, ‘pai
‘un poco’, ‘bastante’, etc.) and ¢

‘finalmente’, etc.)

used a lot of complex
language?

e use more interesting vocabula:
are confident

e  you could use modal verbs (‘d¢
infinitive) or infinitive structure
que’, etc.)

made consistent and
successful use of
present, past and future

time frames?
g

e areyour present, perfect and
¢  have you referred to your chil¢|
happened in the past, using th
*  canzafle f!ace some near futi
UL Jones (will)?
can you include the conditional
to do (using ‘gustaria’ or ‘quie:

T
W

o
ised language which is
e
always accurate?

When you have finished, proofreac
o spelling

e articles (el/la/los/las un/una/ui
e adjective agreements

e  add accents where necessary

Translation task:

Have What the mark
you... scheme says

What it mea:

transferred the meaning
appropriately?

e translate the paragraph like foi
consider word order carefully
o check verbs are in the correct ©

translated the paragraph
(mostly) clearly?

s «
o b K img A
used gener-t' iy e

VO i ‘u‘ ! ’;{n\x
mvf -
ra. a.ndtical structures?

- N

'|“When you have finished, proofread

e donot!= 2anygaps
G é‘uﬁ; insrate the paragraph k
j.ake sense?

e spelling
e articles (el/la/los/las un/una/u
s  adjective agreements
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE Edexcel Spanish: 2024 ¢

Higher Tier Practice Paper 3

Name

Time allowed: 1 hour 20 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information: ;

e Answer all questions in the spaces providec v fﬁ

® Youshould answer Option Aor Or i ° fo, “,des“{'ions 1and 2.
e  Youshould answer all of 71 estin oo/

*  Answer all questa ¢ A “aish and use full sentences.

Mt - uictionary.

;{k r each question are shown in brackets.
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Answer either Question 1(a) or Question 1(b)
Only answer one of these questions.

1. (a) Write a blog post on a forum about holidays. | 1. (b) Write a blog po
. the environme
You must include the following points: ) ‘é.
s adescription of your typical o "l,ﬁ “ " Youmustinclut
summer holiday e - e describe il
e your opinion ah- . fray 0 mg”fo“other local area
countrizs (;"’f*;t’?;t:@ons e youropin:
. 03, }pwtfﬁﬁsport you used to travel area, with
ear e whatyou:
o where you will go on holiday in the envire
the future e howyou
Write your answer in Spanish. You should Write your an:
aim to write between 80 and 90 words. to write betwe:
[18 marks]

.................................................................................................................................. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9
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Answer either Question 2(a) or Question 2(b)
Only answer one of these questions.

2. (a) Write an article for your local newspaper 2. (b) Write an article |
about films. . mental health.
:
You must include the following points: .~~~ ~ You must include

oY A
e afilmyou like ‘ W e why menta!

o theprosandcons 0750 % ;,;" > physical hes
the cinem2 v o i e theprosar

. ey Ly _uhave watched recently mental hea!
@}e v s something

o TR0 you will watch TV with in mental hea!
the future e  howyouwi

. . . in the futur:
Write your answer in Spanish. You should

aim to write between 130 and 150 words. Write your answ.:
[22 marks] to write betwee:

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

a9
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3. Translate the paragraph into Spanish.

We spend a lot of time working. That is why it is worth doing interesting trai:\
People with good grades can have well-paying jobs. | studied to become a pi¢

happier in the future if | work as a writer.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

a9
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE Edexcel Spanish: 2024 ¢

Non-write-on paper P (° ’

7 ¢ o

.
,
i V‘;

Higher Tier Practice Paper 3

Time allowed: 1 hour 20 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information:

e Answer all questions in your exercise book.

®*  You should answer Option A or Option B for questions 1 and 2.
®  You should answer all of question 3. ;

e  Answer all questions in Spanish and use ful' uui fe * }fs. ”

®  You must not use a dictionary. e

®  The marks for each questc ”3’“.): 1,41 in brackets.

2 B
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Answer either Question 1(a) or Question 1(b)
Only answer one of these questions.

1. (a) Write a blog post on a forum about holidays. | 1. (b) Write a blog po
. the environme
You must include the following points: ) ‘é.
s adescription of your typical o "l,ﬁ “ " Youmustinclut
summer holiday Ye | - e describe il
s  your opmuon ah: “ tray *Img”‘fo other local area
countri~s’, * *’?emons e youropin:
. 03, }pwtfansport you used to travel area, with
ear e whatyou:
o where you will go on holiday in the envire
the future e howyou
Write your answer in Spanish. You should Write your an:
aim to write between 80 and 90 words. to write betwe:
[18 marks]

Answer either Question 2(a) or Question 2(b)
Only answer one of these questions.

2. (a) Write an article for your local newspaper | 2. ) Write an article |
about films. pw il 50 mental health.
You must include the follov: % 3 5(2 You must include
o afilmyou |I|(F’ N 4 1 N ¢ why mental
U .
o g piy - v nsofgoing to physical hes

inana e theprosan:

o G iething you have watched recently mental hea|
onthe TV ¢  something ¢
e  who you will watch TV with in mental hea!
the future e howyouw

in the futur.
Write your answer in Spanish. You should

aim to write between 130 and 150 words. Write your answ
[22 marks] to write betwee:

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

3. Translate the paragraph into Spanish.

We spend a lot of time working. That i is why My fo AL domg interesting train
People with good grades can have v .. . ing sobs. I studied to become a pit
happier in the future if | war'cas 1 v.iér”

. «.-»"" W

9
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Indicative Content

Practice Paper 1

1. (a)
1. (b)
2. (a)
2. (b)

Me gusta mucho la tecnologia; uso siempre el movil para para bajar mu:
de accion con mi familia. Uso la tableta para hat!: ‘on mis amigos y ha
mi estar en contacto con ellos. También </ fo fordenador para hace
estudiar, porque puedo buscar ® . - ac../tacilmente en Internet. En &
sera muy importante n7 .4 i . - Jue quiero trabajar haciendo aplicacio!
ordenador nue .. ” s
L o

ha persona sanay no me gusta el deporte. Prefiero quedarme ¢
col @5 tengo que hacer deporte en la clase de Educacion Fisica. Odio l¢:
me divierto y siempre acabo demasiado cansada. La semana pasada tuy:
terrible. En el futuro voy a cambiar. Voy a moverme mas para no tener .
voy a escoger comida mas sana, como verduras y fruta.

Mi colegio es bastante grande, pero, aun asi, conozco a todos los profe:
pero hay algunos que son demasiados estrictos y ponen muchos deber:
y sé que, si trabajo duro, sacaré buenas notas en los exdmenes. Sin emb
deberes, no puedo hacer deporte y pasar tiempo con mis amigos, y esto
Hace un afio, pusieron ordenadores nuevos en todas las clases y ahora
modernas: podemos buscar informacioén en internet y, ademads, ahora ¢
con ellos. Fue una mejora de mucha importancia.

En el futuro, los colegios tendrdn mas espac;;* . e estudiar, porque ca

propio ordenador. También las asigratt as .~ u1-mas practicas y nos va
. 4
trabajo que nos gusta. o i

e J
T 4 e

4 iy

Como a much: A ce ..rie gusta mucho hacer deporte en mi tiempo lit
n s telitlia el fin de semana o jugando al futbol en el parque co
N c . . .

SYlormir bien por las noches. Pienso que es muy importante hace

ocupan mucho tiempo, y hay que jugar incluso cuando hace frio o mal 1

La semana pasada fui a la playa con mis padres y mis primos —fueund
por la arena y a tomar el sol y luego nos bafiamos en el mar. La semanza
vamos a ir al cine para ver una pelicula de amor de un actor famoso. Lu¢
con ellos.

3. Me gusta mas ir en avion que en tren. Sin embargo, para proteger el medio &
menos. El afio pasado, viajé por Europa en autobtis. Como medio de transpa:
barato. Me gustaria viajar mas en el futuro, sobre todo en barco.
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.
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