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Teacher’s Introduction

Purpose:

This pack contains three full practice papers for the Edexcel Foundation writing exam. When a new specification is
launched, initially, teachers may find it difficult to source quality practice papers beyond those provided by the
exam board, thereby making it difficult to accurately assess their students. Besides, there is always a risk that
students can find the papers provided online by the exam board. The ZigZag practice papers allow teachers to give
their students extra practice without taking this risk.

The author has taken every step to ensure the structure of these papers

mwror; that of.tfzje E(jjexcgl paper, and har_:, used their extensme .experlence Always check the exam board
to produce varied and unique content. These papers cover all six website for new information,

thematic contexts: including changes to the

My personal world _ specification and sample
Lifestyle and wellbeing assessment material.

My neighbourhood
Media and technology
Studying and my future
Travel and tourism

S

How to use this resource:

We recommend setting each paper under exam conditions to give an accurate picture of students’ ability at a
given point. Papers can be used as teacher-assessed tasks (with the teacher marking the paper and feeding back
to the students) or as self-/peer-assessment tasks (with each student or their partner assessing their work).

We are not providing a full mark scheme here as it can easily be obtained from the exam board’s website, but the
author has provided an explanation of the mark scheme and how to achieve the top marks for each task. They
have also provided some self-/peer-assessment grids, which can be photocopied and given to students to assess
their own or their partner’s work.

December 2025
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Structure of the Paper and Mark Scheme |

The Edexcel Foundation writing paper comprises four tasks:

1. The photo description
Students write four short sentences in Spanish. There = 8 marks available
only (response to stimulus). For each sentenr_,.x U ;jts <an score between ¢
message is clearly communicated; ff;: 1o rh, * /e message is partially commi
no rewardable communicatiz.,- ¢ “' y A

¢¢¢¢¢¢

criteria N2 (response to stimulus) and AO3 (linguistic knowledge and accui.
for AO2, students need to address all three bullet points, develop their idea:
clearly. To score in the top band for AO3, students must use varied vocabulea:
grammatical structures, some connectives and use mostly accurate languag:
are tolerated.

3. The 80-90-word task
Students choose between two questions. Note this is a crossover task (it is t
There are 18 marks available for this task. It is marked based on two criteria. |
AO3 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy). To score in the top band for AO2, !
bullet points, develop their ideas frequently and write in a mostly clear man:
AO3, students need to vary their vocabulary and grammatical structures. Thi:
longer sentences with connectives. They must generally be successful at refe
future events, and the language they use must bf’;"’t - lly accurate, althoug

&

4. The translation task N .
Students translate five thor st i _»..‘-rf(')e"d sentences into Spanish. There are

It is marked based 24 o f_f,iteﬁa? AO2 (response to stimulus) and AO3 (lingt

T‘f e L sanid for AO2, students must ensure that the meaning ot

@\:ﬁx hough occasional lack of clarity may occur. To score in the top |
and granimatical structures used by students must be mostly accurate, altho

COPYRIGHT
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Self- and Peer-assessment Gr

Use the grids below to self- or peer-assess your written responses. Please note th.

1. Photo description task:

> =

P

Have 16 »
What the mark schemi>s vs ./ What |
you... g bt 4
i 0N : .
communici = I’P:} guntinformation? | write only about wha
A A R EEE————

¢ v acated the information L
Nty keep it simple and ca:
ceary T
««««««««««« used complete sentences or clauses

(with a verb)? include a subject anc .

2. 40-50-word task:

Have

you What the mark scheme says What |

e write at least on

e what you have v

addressed all three BP? the BP

e  BP2 must contai
the future time ||

2 give extra details,

developed your ideas? e  (”¢ » for example, you
. Y et a negative opinio

, g 4 Y A e writeinaway th:

respor-'z L . ~.ask in a mostly e useonly languag:

et ot easible manner? e ifyoutranslate it

make sense?
"| used a variety of vocabulary *  check that you ar
and structures? ® youcanreplace |

e write accurately
used simple and varied e  check your verb:
grammatical structures? e for the future, yo

or ‘iré’, etc.

linked your sentences with

. . . . use connectives
conjunctions/connectives? {

When you have finish: COPYRIGHT
carefully. Check: PROTECTED
*  spelling

articles (el/la/las
gl ¢ *  adjective agreert

g - the end of femin
40 end of plural one

used mostly accurate language?

9

a9
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3.

4.

80-90-word task:

Have
you...

What the mark scheme says

Whatitm:

addressed all four
bullet points?

2

e write at least one sentenc:

s what vou write must be re

f,,;i a gopinion and atlea:
‘Jorque’ or ‘dado que’)

f.n,.ﬁ
L use the correct time frame

- a7 ;
frequenth: '~ 5783 o

YRunaen @

e  give at least three or four |

re ;.»onded to thetaskina
comprehensible manner?

e write in a way that is easy
e ifyou translate it back into

used a variety of vocabulary
and grammatical structures?

e  avoid repetitions (use eac!
¢ include different subject p
negatives, etc.

formed extended sentences?

e  use arange of time phrass
mes que viene’, etc.)

e  use connectives (‘y’, ‘perc
(‘muy’, ‘un poco’, ‘bastant:
(‘después’, ‘por fin’, “finalny

occasionally used
complex language?

made successful use o‘
present, pasfawn 1 \T
time fraas 32w

®  try not to repeat the sam¢
of alternatives, or someth:

e use descriptions

¢ you could use relative claus

.08 2 erque’, ‘hay que’, el

g ?f e’your present, past and

e arethey in the right paragi
phrase? (remember, ‘pasa:
viene’ = future)

| used generally

accurate language?

When you have finished, proo |
Check:

e spelling

articles (el/la/los/las un/u
adjective agreements

Translation task:

Have
you...

What the mark scheme says

What it m:

transferred the meaning
appropriately?

translate the message like
consider word order care |

translated the message
(mostly) clearly?

N il W

\Q

au‘«*:‘“(

¢ dor leave any gaps

1 ¢ ) Ju «ranslate the messag
it make sense?

e  Ensure you have used the |

u s . o erally accurate

o0 JOLabuIary and grammatical
P structures?

When you have finished, prooi:
Check:

e spelling

e articles (el/la/los/las un/u
e adjective agreements
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE Edexcel Spanish: 2024 ¢

Foundation Tier Practice Paper 3

Name

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information: ;

e Answer all questions in the spaces providec v fﬁ

®  Youshould answer all of question . uecwON 4,

*  You should answer Optirn x9i ¢ L un'B for questions 2 and 3.
*  Answer all questa ¢ A “aish and use full sentences.

Mt - uictionary.

;{k r each question are shown in brackets.
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1. Describe the photo. Write four short sentences in Spanish.

.................................................................................................................. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

{
9oL
f‘ ) § s
o & W | Mf .
. » ’j " 59
ool Qg
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Answer either Question 2(a) or Question 2(b)
Only answer one of these questions.

2. (a) Write an article for the school newsletter 2. (b) Writeanartic
about friendship. | about jobs.
s |
You must include the following point~: ~~ 4~ You must inc
s adescriptionofyourbes: ey e stateify:
s give your opininus forn y.hyﬁ'iweindship is e giveyou:
imoort=n 7 ol while sty

. tya: wm’gdwo with your friends in e whatjo.
piolidays

Write your a
Write your answer in Spanish. You should aim to write betv.
to write between 40 and 50 words.

[14 marks]

.................................................................................................................................. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

a9
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Answer either Question 3(a) or Question 3(b)
Only answer one of these questions.

3. (a) Write a blog post on a forum about holidays. | 3. (b) Write a blog po
. the environme
You must include the following points: ) ‘é.
s adescription of your typical o "l,ﬁ “ " Youmustinclut
summer holiday e - e describe il
e your opinion ah- . fray 0 mg”fo“other local area
countrizs (;"’f*;t’?;t:@ons e youropin:
. 03, }pwtfﬁﬁsport you used to travel area, with
ear e whatyou:
o where you will go on holiday in the envire
the future e howyou
Write your answer in Spanish. You should Write your an:
aim to write between 80 and 90 words. to write betwe:
[18 marks]

.................................................................................................................................. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9
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4. Translate the following five sentences into Spanish.

(a) | have a new computer.

.....................................................................................................................

s
(b) 1like watching action films at th; SO MG

(c)

(d) Lastyear, | played a lot with my game console.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE Edexcel Spanish: 2024 ¢

. 14 ’J ;
Non-write-on paper ("

Foundation Tier Practice Paper 3

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information:

e Answer all questions in your exercise book.

®  You should answer all of question 1 and question 4.

®  You should answer Option A or Option B for questiz.«.. | and 3.
e  Answer all questions in Spanish and use ful' uui fe * }fs. ”

®  You must not use a dictionary. v

*  The marks for each questc rdi » 1. _41Tin brackets.

& w‘; )
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1. Describe the photo. Write four
short sentences in Spanish.

(a) [2 marks]
(b) [2 marks]
(c) [2 marks]
(d) [2 marks]

2. (a) Write an article for the school newsletter 2. (b) Write anartic
about friendship. about jobs.
You must include the following points: You must inc
e adescription of your best friend e stateify:
e  give your opinion about why friendship e giveyoL

is important | while stii
»  what you will do with your friends in__ -+ v e whatjou
the holidays Ly
e | I Write your an
Write your answer v .« é’nf? 10U should aim to write betw
to write betow s . ﬁd 50 words.
e [14 marks]

Answer either Question 3(a) or Question 3(b). Only answer one ¢\

3. (a) Write a blog post on a forum about holidays. | 3. (b) Write a blog pu

the environme
You must include the following points:

e adescription of your typical summer You must inclu.
holiday e describet:

e your opinion about travelling to other e  youropin: COPYRIGHT
countries, with reasons area, with

PROTECTED

*  ameans of transport you used to travel e  what your
last year - the envire,
¢ where you will go on holiday in the fi s 7| ) . % e howyou

Write your answer in Sp2=. 4 o l,:,‘auuld" Write your ansi
aim to write betw . 7 }i. 450 words. to write betwe
: [18 marks]

9

o |
o0 .
4. Transla following five sentences into Spanish.
(a) | have a new computer.
(b) | like watching action films at the cinema.
(c) |think that the Internet is useful for doing homework.
(d) Last year, | played a lot with my game console.

(e) She uses her tablet when she is at work.

a9

Education
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Practice Paper 1

1. (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
2. (a)
2. (b)
3. (a)
3. (b)
4, (a)

(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Indicative Content

Es una fiesta.

Es el cumpleafios de una nifia pequefa. i 5
Hay una abuela y un abuelo e 8.
y y . - ,j L
Hay un regalo en la mesa. i, )
o . ‘ j -
Vivoenunpue' 't : mw«é cerca de una ciudad mas grande. Hay un au!
Mg to ¢+ oD tenemos tren, lo que es una pena. Tenemos una

atauon €on mis amigos.

s

Mi colegio es muy nuevo con clases modernas. Es un colegio grande y h.
embargo, desafortunadamente los profesores son muy aburridos y pon¢
a estudiar mi asignatura favorita, que es Arte. Me gusta hacer dibujos y |

Me gusta mucho la tecnologia; uso siempre el mévil para para bajar mu:
de accién con mi familia. Uso la tableta para hablar con mis amigosy h.
mi estar en contacto con ellos. También tengo un ordenador para hace:
estudiar, porque puedo buscar informacién facilmente en Internet. En ¢
serd muy importante para mi porque quiero trabajar haciendo aplicacici
nuevo.

No soy una persona sana y no me gusta el deporte. Prefiero quedarme ¢
colegio tengo que hacer deporte en la clase ©~ .- acién Fisica. Odio lo
me divierto y siempre acabo demasi~dc car. ~ /- La semana pasada tuy:
terrible. En el futuro voy a cor i - ye rhoverme mas para no tener ¢
VoY a escoger comidun a‘s’% 1, cﬁmo verduras y fruta.
EH @ b

3 |\ Jays

a0 ‘ ciudad en tren.
Slempre van a América Latina de vacaciones.
Ella quiere visitar Espafa para disfrutar de la comida espafiola.
El afio pasado fui a las montafias con mis primos.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Education
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.
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PROTECTED
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