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Teacher’s Introduction

Purpose:
This pack contains three full practice papers for the AQA Higher writing
exam. When a new specification is launched, initially, teachers may find it Always check the exam board
difficult to source quality practice papers beyond those provided by the website for new information,
exam board, thereby making it difficult to accurately assess their students. including changes to the

Besides, there is always a risk that students can find the papers provided specification and sample

online by the exam board. The ZigZag practice papers allow teachers to assessment material.

give their students extra practice without taking this risk.

The author has taken every step to ensure the structure of these papers mirrors that of the AQA papers, and has
used their extensive experience of resource writing to produce varied and unique content. These papers cover all
three themes listed below and most of the topics:

1. People and lifestyle

2. Popular culture

3.  Communication and the world around us

How to use this resource:

We recommend setting each paper under exam conditions to give an accurate picture of students’ ability at a
given point. Papers can be used as teacher-assessed tasks (with the teacher marking the paper and feeding back
to the students) or as self-/peer-assessment tasks (with each student or their partner assessing their work).

We are not providing a full mark scheme here as it can easily be obtained from the exam board’s website, but the
author has provided indicative content and an explanation of the mark scheme, and how to achieve the top marks
for each task. They have also provided some self-/peer-assessment grids, which can be photocopied and given to
students to assess their own or their partner’s work.

Although not in exam layout, non-write-on versions of the practice papers have been included in the resource in
order to minimise photocopying and reduce costs. Additionally, questions 2.1 and 2.2, and questions 3.1 and 3.2,
have been combined onto one page, again to reduce wasteful photocopying. At the end of the resource, there is a
lined answer sheet for students to write on. You can photocopy as many as required for mock exams.

December 2025
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Structure of the Paper and Mark Scheme |

The AQA Higher writing paper comprises three tasks: W%//

1. The translation task (10 marks) /

- x x . A ——

Students translate five sentences into Spanish, of approy'gnately 50 words. 1| e
difficulty, and later sentences may contain moda’.»> 5 « hd more complex ¢ ////

HH
i
i

et

S
s

s

themes and tenses on the AQA specification The * ks marked for AO3 on, -
and accurate application of the =2 in 1 ad vocabulary prescribed in the sp (W
as a whole and there ar2 "o féﬁ*‘;;;a: rendering of the original meaning, ane =
grammar, Eor tho (0 ’:‘i’}t‘;;‘on, teachers will apply up to 15 ticks to elemen P
transl or ‘M.wtu?dé"}n; to get 5 marks in the ‘rendering of the original meai 7N

=

d. To score in the top band in ‘knowledge of vocabularyand g
very good knowledge of the vocabulary in the specification, and their gramn,
Only minor errors are tolerated, and there should be few, if any, omissions.

b

P—
2. The 90-word task (15 marks) 77N
Students choose between two questions, which will be on two different theme { ) |
{guestion 5 on the Foundation paper). Students must cover three bullet points . /////////
different time frames. It is marked based on two criteria: AO2 (understanding a: W%
language in speaking and in writing) and AO3 {demonstrating understanding an /M
grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification). To score in the top ba.
address all three bullet points, communicate clearly, and regularly develop the
relevant information. To score in the top band for AO3, students must use a goo
They must also regularly try to use complex language and structures and succe:
future time frames. There may be minor errors and a few mgajor errors in comg

N
s

o

s
3. The 150-word task o f A

Students choose between two o:2caLy () twe different themes. There are

is narrative in the presen* iz isé, e w’tjhér in a different time frame. It is ma:

(understanding 2 {5 “qé..::;mg”?c‘) written language in speaking and in writin;

under @IS ) JCCurate application of the grammar and vocabulary pre:.
’ d band for AO02, students need to convey a lot of relevant info!
ideas and communicate clearly. For AO3, students are assessed according to |
use of language, and their accuracy. To score in the top band for range and v
use a very good variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures. They mus
use complex language. To score in the top band for accuracy, students must
some minor errors and occasional major errors in complex structures only. T
be secure.
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Self- and Peer-assessment Gr

Use the grids below to self- or peer-assess your written responses. Please note that BP st. e
1. Translation task: W
For the ‘rendering of the original meaning’ criterion, check the gnark scheme and gi\. 7
- ]
correctly translated. o0 % @////
Then convert those ticks as follows: el Y =
. & ] |
13-15 ticks = 5 marks - i (W
"t
10~-12 ticks = 4 marks a0 f“’f . M"j - .
. | | B |
7-9 ticks = 3 marks . g - = A e
& ////%
] |
%
For the ‘knowledge of vocabulary and grammar’ criterion, you can check your work o i
oo
Have What the mark . 1
What it means //////”’
you... scheme says { |
shown very good 4
knowledge of ® translate all or nearly all the words in | e o
vocabulary? /
translated the message | e do not leave any gaps W
appropriately? ® if you translate the message back intu
used highly accurate P
Bny ® check your verbs (present and perfec. // |
grammar? | //%
When you have finished, proofread your v A g
checked if you have o spelling .
) |
made errors, they are . articles /2L /W 3/las un/una/unos/ul
only minor? e acect = geeements (usually you nee
- \djecdves and an -s at the end of plur.
- T ‘ o
2. 90-word task: A A7
e 2 01 e i
Ha, W e'the mark

What it means

W

you - “scheme says
i ’addressed all three ) write at least one sentence per BP
bullet points with e  what you write must be relevant to t
relevant information? e  use the correct time frame for BP2 ai

e  write in a way that is easy to understa
® if you translate it back into English, du

communicated clearly?

regularly developed

. e give at least three or four ideas per B
yourideas? | C - T T T
used a good variety e  avoid repetition (use each word once
of vocabulary? ® include different subject pronouns at

® use a range of time phrases (‘el fin deﬁ COPYRIGHT
regularly tried to use viene , efc.) PROTECTED

e use connectives (Y, ‘pero’, ‘porque’, «
complex language ; . ; )
bastanta’ 14 1. and sequencers (‘des)
and structures? - .. . o
o yolct il e relative clauses, or infin
e nay que’, etc.

e T £
used present n7ucd 3’ T are your present, past and future verh

future "’m»” " | o aretheyinthe right paragraph, witht Eg
___________ L g ,,suess”fwully? ‘pasado/pasada’ = past, and ‘que vien Q
:hétRéd if you have When you have finished, proofread your v 9
® made errors, they are e spelling . EdUCQtIOﬂ
mainly minor (though . articles (el/la/los/las un/una/uncs/ur
some major ones may ® adjective agreements {usually you ne:
have occurred in adjectives and an -s at the end of plu..
complex structures)? e  add accents where necessary

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA Spanish: Writing: Higher Page 3 of 26



3.

150-word task:

What the mark R ‘
Have you... What it means
scheme says |
® break down the BP {it might be usefu
conveyed a lot of .
. . ¢ what you write must be relevantto t
relevant information? .
¢ use the correct time frame for BP2
e always give 2t ast six to eight ideas ¢
regularly developed . thi;w;a b ;C;hi&ved by giving other \
your ideas? Wit tes now vs what it used to be,
s . T . uisadvantage, etc.
wil - " . “|'e planyour paragraphs
e man ated e write in a way that is easy to underst.
cpuny? s narrate a story as you would in Englisl
e  if you translate it back into English, do
used a very good e avoid repetition (use each word or ex,
variety of vocabulary e use different opinion phrases {‘"en mi .
and grammatical ® include different subject pronouns at
structures? uno’, ninguno’, etc.)
® use more interesting vocabulary and @
used complex .
fanguage regularl are confident
. Y e you could use modal verbs (‘deber’, 4
and successfully? D . y
infinitive structures (after ‘para’, ‘ant.
® are your present, perfect and near fu.
® have you referred to your childhood ¢
used present, past past, using the imperfect?
and future time e  can you replace some near future ve |
frames successfully? ones (will)?
U did you saviu éwould happen (cong
hazgue ec | ”f%perfect tense?)
s L Yogiave finished, proofread your v
checked if you ’f,. W iT“;j =+ spelling
made 27 i Y A articles (el/la/los/las un/una/uncs/u
30 e A they are | o  adjective agreements (usually you ne:
it womplex structures? adjectives and an -s at the end of plu.
S o  add accents where necessary
e\ &
o .w’) ¢
w‘?
W 4 § s
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ZigZag Practice Exa
Supporting GCSE AQA Spanish: 2024 :

i
2
s

W/
o
i

3 F. i,
1 - g’“’; ' - S
Write-on paper o ]
fi‘j . %//
s g
y ///////////////%
oo
Ll Ll &
Higher Tier Practice Paper 3 ”
Name
Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.
Information: il
®  Answer all questions in the spaces providec v © |
iy
e InSection A, you should answer g2 e 1o
e InSection B you should 29 we ¢ \..uf question 2.1 or question 2.2.
Do not answer brtin e =uinsl
® L Y L Gald answer either question 3.1 or question 3.2.
yer both questions.
e Answerall questions in Spanish.
e  You must not use a dictionary.
e  The marks for each question are shown in brackets.
e  To score the highest marks for question 2 and question 3, write something
for each bullet point.
e  You can write your first draft in the answer book. Clearly cross out
everything that should not be marked as part of your answer.
e 4
- ;
¥ i

gl i9
e ag

Education
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Section A
Translation into Spanish H——

e

S
’

oy,
L

A
&
S

|
S

L

WW

o
e
e

gy,
. U,

=

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

S~

o

e

oo

i
/////////////%
i

’ |
W

I've never been to South America, but I'd like to go. 7
W

///////////’///////
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Section B

Answer either Question 2.1 or Question 2.2.

o

Only answer one of these questions. W%

EITHER | OR. ///
2.1  You are emailing your Spanish friend about g 4 2 “Youare writinga | e

et

S
&

s

; A . S
your lifestyle. . protecting the eny .
Ghr e Yt
. Y oA\ et . T
Write your answer 3 -\ - “in-approximately Write your answe - %
i ) s | | =

S0 worLe » 1 90 words. 77N
Your ite-at least one detail for each You must write at | %
o . . |
bullet bullet point. A
%
Describe: Describe: —
o  what you do to stay healthy e the environn ////f//f
: | |
e asportyou did last week ¢ whatyourfa é /%
e how you will eat in the future the environn: ////////
[15 marks] ¢ how you will ¢ ////7

N

T
....................................................................................................................... SEE é é
! ) |

%, 4

R TR R R R T P AT R PR PR RV R P PP PR FRFTTERRURRRTRRTS |
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Section C

Answer either Question 3.1 or Question 3.2.

fo
Only answer one of these questions. W%

EITHER | o= Ve

et

S
&

s

3.1 You are writing a post for a blog about 14 2 ~You are writing an -

celebrities. e - young people inyo . /é
& . M : - - - . %/ 4

Your post is about celebrity "%c 1 e ) o 7 Your article is fory -
- L e o |
o o Bl
T :; il N

it _hswer in Spanish in You must write yoi P
ly 150 words. approximately 150 . 2
T must have information to cover Your answer must \ S 4
. N 3
both bullet points. bullet points. Wm/g
|
oo

Describe: Describe: ////f//
e the positive and negative aspects of e the importan: é/ /%
being famous young peopl. ////////
e What your favourite celebrity ¢ atimeinthe ”7
will do in the future [25 marks] for young peg¢ /44,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

///////////’///////

Ry

i
r
-

.............................................................................................................. . COPYRIGHT
R | PROTECTED

9

a9
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ZigZag Practice Exa
Supporting GCSE AQA Spanish: 2024 ¢

Higher Tier Practice Paper 3

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information:

e Answer all questions.

e In Section A, you should answer question 1.

s |n Section B you should answer either question 2.3, uestion 2.2.
Do not answer both questions. -y j ’

e In Section Cyou should answer eit'..* . esica 31o0r question 3.2.
Do not answer both questi s, © . 7

e  Answer all questiniu w’\,y:.wtf’:\q..\\.»s“'i'l.ﬁ )

e  Your Pt 1L u»(cﬁohary.

e Ther pr each question are shown in brackets.

e To scorethe highest marks for question 2 and question 3, write something
for each bullet point.

e  Clearly cross out everything that should not be marked as part of
your answer.
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Section A

Translation into Spanish

o
1. Translate the following sentences into Spanish. W
- &

&

G
i
o

S

Last year | received many gifts from the Thr .z é’hj{}f -
Most of my friends want to be famz:: wl

W

B

s

S

|

2 g
- y >
I've never been to South Arcwr Sc 21 vd Tike to go. W
N N . _ -~ 5 | ] | |
Air pollution in citi~; L «_./by industry and cars. e
For mg 23’5 coseen studying at university to become a doctor. ///////////
%
. WW/%
Section B %
oo
Answer either Question 2.1 or Question 2.2. Only answer one of //////f
G
EITHER OR i

’ |
W
/
s

2.1 You are emailing your Spanish friend about 2.2 Youarewritinga /
- ///////////////////////
your lifestyle.

protecting the en.

///////////////
Write your answer in Spanish in approximately Write your answe / /%
90 words. 90 words. \ J
You must write at least one detail for each You must write at
bullet point. .. bullet point.
s ("I :f .;

Describe: =\ e W Describe:
¢  what you do to stay SFWL;»: i " ; e the environn
e asportyoudicic ) el N e whatyourfa.
e b u'y - oo the future the environmi

- [15 marks] e how youwill ¢

Section C

Answer either Question 3.1 or Question 3.2. Only answer one of

EITHER OR
3.1 You are writing a post for a blog about 3.2  Youare writing ar COPYRIGHT
celebrities. young people in y¢ PROTECTED
Your post is about celebrity lifestyles. , Your article is for y
You must write your answer in Spanish i1, "f) “I /“  You must write yo.
approximately 150 words. e s - approximately 150
Your answer must have " fmain { cover Your answer must 59
both bullet poi-*t j” P bullet points.
B " 09
Describe: . .
s the importan: ' EdUCQtIOﬂ
being famous young people
e  What your favourite celebrity e atimeinthe
will do in the future [25 marks] for young peo
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Indicative Content

Practice Paper 1
Section A
indicative content:

Element of original language Indicative contem‘g Alterni;
1 | Amonth ago Haceunmes ., ~ ~ =
2 | lwenton holiday fui de vie cid pep ™
3 | with my family. i X_frwr A ondlia
4 I am going to buy o ) ﬁ;,fij; luy a comprar Comprara
5 Janewcggpuie \ o 7 | unordenador nuevo con
6 | abi ce, una pantalla més grande.
7 My 1 X% f,,, too little, Mi padre duerme demasiado poco
8 | that's why por eso y entonce
9 he is always tired. estd cansado siempre. tiene sue.
10 | Although he always eats Aungue come siempre
11 | healthy dishes, platos saludables
12 | he often has heart problems. suele tener problemas de corazon.
13 | | have been He sido fan .50y SegL
14 | afan of this singer de esta cantante de este ¢
15 | for many years. durante muchos afios. Desde hat

Section B

indicative content for 2.1:

Yo soy una persona muy activa y mi actividad favorita es el deporte. Me gusta mucho juga:
pueblo. Tengo muchas amigas en el equipo y lo pasamos muy bien. También me gusta est.
bicicleta con mi familia. El fin de semana pasado llovié muchoy = s0 fui al cine con mis ¢
a jugar un partido importante de baloncesto. Iréala ci';ﬂjs fé/f :a’r yluego saldré a come:

g

Indicative content for 2.2: . 9\

e |
A mime gusta mucho la tecne! i "ysr*;. 2ninpre mi movil para hablar con mis amigosy g
. vy x & .
peliculas de accidn conun fau, l’é..w«amblen tengo un ordenador para hacer mis deberes. |
a ra'éﬁmente en Internet. Este afo tuvimos clases de informatica.

o . , . « -
S¥Ja. En el futuro, creo que la tecnologia serd muy importante para m

Section C

indicative content for 3.1:

Mi colegio es bastante grande, pero aun asi, conozco a todos los profesores y a muchos ¢
buenos, pero hay algunos que son demasiados estrictos y ponen muchos deberes. Por ot
para mivy, si trabajo mucho y hago un esfuerzo, sacaré buenas notas en los exdmenes. La.
muy nuevas; tenemos una biblioteca tranquila y mucho espacio para hacer deporte. Hac.
nuevos en todas las clases.

En el futuro, los colegios tendran mas espacios para estudiar, porque cada alumno podré ¢
También, las asignaturas serdn mas prdcticas y nos van a ayudar mas a encontrar un trab:
también mads asignaturas artisticas, y menos libros no digitales n21 ie no son nada modé:
disfrutar de la educacién. ne j’; w

Indicative content for 3.2: e 4 3

Pienso que es muy importante in §c+;;~ Adades al aire libre, porque mejora mucho la sal.

. . R A § s . . X
ejemplo, lo pasogauy hisr winy D Liapaseo con mifamilia el fin de semana o jugando al fu.

La semana pasada fui a la playa con mis padres y mis primos — fue un dia estupendo. Fuin
el sol y luego nadamos en el mar. Comimos en un restaurante y hasta vimos a un actor fa.
pero con mucho suefio, porque fue un viaje muy largo en tren para llegar alli.
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.
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