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Teacher’s Introduction

These practice papers have been written to help your students prepare for |
the Reading examination for the GCSE Edexcel French 2024 specification.

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

This pack contains three Foundation tier practice papers. They have been
designed in the style of the Edexcel exam but with completely original
content, including questions, transcripts and mark schemes.

The papers contain the question types that appear in the new SAMs, so
that students can revise effectively. Each paper includes Section A: Reading Comprehension and
Section B: Translation.

How to use this resource:

Set the paper under exam conditions to give students an idea of what level they are working at. Go over the
answers in class to identify strategies, such as:

e reading the questions and predicting plausible answers
e applying a mixture of grammatical awareness and common sense
e  using the context to aid intelligent guessing

Students should be encouraged to note down, and learn, any new vocabulary from the questions they got wrong.
The same paper could be set again after a couple of months, when students should aim to get 100%.

Each paper is provided in two formats: a write-on version, which typifies the format of the exam paper, and a
non-write-on version, where students write the answers in their exercise books, designed to reduce photocopying.

December 2025
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ZigZag Practice Exan
Supporting GCSE Edexcel French: 2024 sp

Write-on paper C N >

Practice Paper 3

Name

Time allowed
45 minutes

Instructions N ¢
Answer all of the questions and use the soz~¢ pi Wiaca!
- ! -

.

i ‘\y} o
Information A 2 A
; f‘ e 5 s . .
The total mazaaav:i '« . tiis paper is 50. The number of marks available for
each ques Tﬁ"” che.vn'in brackets.
xet

You are no\ge#®ed to use a dictionary.
You should write your answers to Section A in English.

In Section B, you should translate the French sentences into English.

COPYRIGHT
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Section A: Reading comprehension
Sports and fitness

1. Read these comments on an Internet forum.

Yasmina : Je marche trois kilométres priti i * au college chaqu
en forme. o9 ) S
PPN
Mehdi : Je joue 71 46C wuf I'équipe de mon village. J'adore jo

¢4 « ~asrous gagnons !

¢¢¢¢¢¢

o
Nad% “En été mon sport préféré est le tennis. J'aime aussi rec
""""""""" la télévision.

Which person says what? For each question, put a cross (X) in the correct co! s—

Who? Yasmina
(a) | ..isinateam?
(b) | ... walks to school?
(c) | ... likes to do sport with friends?
(d) | ... watches sport on TV?
(e) | .. keepsfit?
(f) 1 ... plays tennis in the summer? gy

]
- >
od o

2. Read Clément’s blog entry.

Ma mere adore I'histoire. Elle est professeur dans I'école de notre vill:
visites au chateau avec sa classe. Mon pére travaille dans une patiss
par jour. Ma sceur veut travailler dans une pharmacie.

Put a cross (X) in the box to show the three places that he mentions.

COPYRIGHT
museum PROTECTED
school |
supermarket (J

bakery .-

2 — |9

a9
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Friendship

3. Read Myriam’s diary entry.

Ma meilleure amie est sympa, responsable et calme. Elle sourit toujc!
impatiente avec moi. Nous aimons toutes les deux la musique - c'es
piano, mais elle est chanteuse et elle est mem' aF ‘'une chorale dans

= f“;‘ S
(a) Complete the sentences belrwisy o ;ingé/cross {X) in the correct box.
: f""w \ *
(i)  Myriam’cl & qr Cadts...
wwwwwww : A kind
sad.
C loud.
(i) She is always...
A helpful.
smiling.

C impatient.

(b) Put across (X) to show which of these words is *:+ brrect translation {
é .

4

i

A ru[miMn:i "-i) e o
:, : —chour
COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
ig

a9
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Where | live

4. Read what Gabriel and Toni have written on an Internet forum.

Gabriel : Habiter a la campagne veut dire que vous pouvez passer ¢!
Il'y a beaucoup d'espaces verts. Quelquefois, c’est un peu ¢
il n'y a rien a faire. |

o - »,‘,LM .....

O A

Complete the table below in Englis! -+ . o ot need to write in full sentenic
oA\

(a) Gabriel A 4"

¢¢¢¢¢¢

s

living in the countryside

One bad thing about
living in the countryside

Toni : J'aime bien habiter en ville. Il y a des cafés et restaurants p
Mais il y a trop de voitures et ¢a cause de la pollution et du

Complete the table below in English. You do not need to write in full senten.

(b) Toni
One good thing about
living in the town o
One bad thing about S
living in the town v Bt
T A\ A
§ ",J .»"'J»
- ) =
- w“f o
i fy‘
2
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Geneva

5. Read the brochure about the Swiss town of Geneva (Geneéve).

Genéve, deuxiéme ville de Suisse*, se trouve

en réalité a moitié en France et 3 moitié en
Suisse. C'est une ville internationale et un

centre de finance européen, aussi bien « v fﬁ;; ,f
pour les associations qui s'oce o deo-droits
humains et qui ont leurs »ur ¢ .. uans la ville.
Genéve esttrés t 4. ", “=.-dn lac énorme au
centy de . ..agnes a l'arriere-plan.

e
i

el

* Suis™= Switzerland

* s'occupent de(s) = are involved with

Put a cross (X) in the box to show the three sentences that are true accordir

Geneva is the biggest town in Switzerland.

Geneva is half in France.

It is not a very well-known place.

A
B
C It is a financial city.
D
E

The offices are right in the centre of the town.

F There is a very big lake. s

Quand je suis arrivée au centre-ville, je ne savais pas comment trouve
demandé a I'office de tourisme. La femme m’a donné un plan. J'ai to:
rue au bord de la riviére. J'ai vu la gare a gauche, et j'ai da traverser le
il y avait la grande place. L3, j'ai trouvé I'immeuble en face.

Use the words in the box to complete the sentences about what she says. T\

hrases than gaps.
P 8P COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
a plan of the town her accommodatic: | the touris
sl f 4 -
he righ o ™ i trai
ontheright 0..n ey opposite stra|

T e EEE— ig
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Parents’ evening

7. Read this notice on the school website.

Lundi 18 mars, il y a une réunion* pour les parents et les éléves en se:

examens. Venez a la salle principale du lycée. Entre 16h et 17h vous |

professeurs de science, maths et anglais, et I't 5 - suivante, les proi:

sport. Malheureusement, les profs de i {”',ﬁ _t ae géographie ne p

vous pouvez trouver des notes - re s ou fille dans leurs salles |
" . i ™

-

Ecrivez la date /& A v wgenda pour ne pas oublier.

_ A
* Un%}n”;a meeting

(a) Complete the sentences below by putting a cross (X) in the correct box.

(i) The parents’ evening is for students in...

A Year 9.
B Year 10.
C Year 11.

(i) During the first hour, you can talk to the ... teachers.

A Maths o
— e
B French: i
g - ‘_‘\yg)_w —
I‘ "J, fypr-» 1.
i Py
XA A L

v

ng’theﬁsecond hour, you can talk to the ... teachers.

g Og'é»oﬁ‘

e

A Science

B Languages

C English

(iv) The Music and Geography teachers...

A will be in their classrooms.

B have left notes.

C  areathomewi*' t e niluren.
} /1

- ——
9

g’" e
(b) Putacross (X)to shes ariic ) yiwriese words is the correct translation fo
" j W

~ briefcase

B pocket
C

diary
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Job roles

8. Read Maxime’s blog entry.

Ma mere est cheffe de sa propre entreprise, méme si elle n'a jamais \

bureau. Avant elle travaillait comme policiére. C'était quelquefois dan

Maintenant elle trouve son travail intéressant F’QL est pas facile, ma
o

-

g f:;; ¥ A
works in an offic; E ‘fjé’ 54 nglice officer is boss ¢!
e W
tiring LA'4” ””jeasy interesting
=

s

short phrases than gaps.
(i) MaXime's MUM ....ceeiceiierce et et r e et bbb s ereaes

(ii)  Her previous JOD Was ...t es e s s essesseene

(i11) NOW, NEI WOTK IS .veueeiectesie ettt sttt st ves e st vas st s bes e s nees

Maxime continues.

Je voudrais travailler dans une université pour faire des recherches s
aux risques pour notre planéte et j'ai toujours ess3 é de respecter la |
tres important pour I'environnement. L'ann/c ! /i re, j'ai participé &
de plastique. ( ™

- —

o

; 3 ‘\y") -
(b) Complete the sen’ 5 an fﬁwﬁuw“ by putting a cross (X) in the correct box.

A go to university.

do research.

C be a science teacher.

(ii) Heis interested in...

A writing essays. COPYRIGHT
dangers facing the earth. PROTECTED
C  protecting nature, . ~ 1
- \ e
(c) Answer the questions ir,wa, L . . ou do not need to write in full senten:
A - i ) |9
\ *iaxime think is important? 09
" ,\.(.«.m; ....................................................................................................... Ed UCQtion
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Technology

9.

Read Zoé, Théo and Axel’s comments on a technology forum.

Zoé: Jetrouve Internet trés utile pour m'aider avec le travail scola
passe trop de temps a l'ordinateur, j'ai mal & la téte.
i
Théo: J'adore jouer a des jeux en ligr . d or’ji ges”amls c'est vraime
temps les personnes c.., s .wconnaissons pas essayen
nous n‘aimonsras %« ./~

- “m»
i B T S o

¢¢¢¢¢¢

Axel@i 'y « r.on ordinateur portable tous les soirs pour regarde:

dore ¢a. Mais je dois le couper a neuf heures, et pour moi «

s

Complete the tables below in English. You do not need to write in full sentei

(a) Zoé

Good thing about
technology

Bad thing about
technology

(b) Théo

Good thing about
technology 14
Bad thing about o
technology N\ A

GC&%a thmg about
technology

Bad thing about
technology

Practice Papers for GCSE Edexcel French: Reading: Foundation
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Section B: Translation

Food and drink

10. Translate the following sentences into English.

i
(a) JYaime boire de 'eau. 2%

.....................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

(e) Hier, jai pris un petit-déjerritisa | 2l ac déis ceufs.
Y o v
A A 7 ST
(T
COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
- ) =
& ’? w“r
-

-
=\ o ‘ |9
iy S i
o e

a9
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G 8
— 4 g
" A
Practice Paper 3
Time allowed
45 minutes
Instructions
Answer all of the questions.
Information o CHE
The total marks available for this paper =% = Tho “umber of marks available for
each question is shown in brack . = ./ 7
You are not allowed te. e - j‘f}.m’a’i‘y.
You shoulgsilh y «  © _wvers to Section A in English.
In Section shédld translate the French sentences into English.
e ,ww“
COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
- ) =
- w“r i

S
i s
S s
AOAN I
-
b
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Section A: Reading comprehension

Sports and fitness
1. Read these comments on an Internet forum.

Yasmina: Je marche trois kilométres pour aller au colléege chaqu
en forme. |
-
%8 A
Mehdi : Je joue au foot pour I'"qu pe ' rion village. J'adore jo
quelquefois n2 1 g 1 1.ons!
Tad\ 4 .
Nadia: E- @ i n~.ooport préféré est le tennis. J'aime aussi rec

@ﬁ_ L - evision.
Which ) says what? Identify the correct person for each question.

(a) Who isin ateam?

(b) Who walks to school?

(c) Who likes to do sport with friends?
(d) Who watches sport on TV?

(e) Who keeps fit?

(f)  Who plays tennis in the summer?

Work
2. Read Clément’s blog entry.

1 T . i ‘v*"’_ - .
Ma meére adore 'histoire. Elle est profes .ct “¢ i 's I'école de notre vil:
visites au chateau avec saclasc. . ' n lsetravaille dans une péatiss
par jour. Ma sceur veut tr ..a i . ~airs une pharmacie.

7
§ w‘;

S e % S
& potnat he mentions.

D bakery
E cake shop
C supermarket F pharmacy

Friendship
3. Read Myriam’s diary entry.

Ma meilleure amie est sympa, responsable et calme. Elle sourit toujo!
impatiente avec moi. Nous aimons toutes les deux la musique — c'es
piano, mais elle est chanteuse et elle est membre ' ‘une chorale dans

W

e
(a) Complete the sentences below by . tii f’ift,x\ Lorrect letter for each que
{v‘ ‘ e
(i) Myriam’s best frix afs ./~
A kindg@ B sad. ¢

is alWéy;...
# helpful. B smiling. {

(b) Which of these words is the correct translation for chorale? Write the ¢
A running club B circus C choir

Practice Papers for GCSE Edexcel French: Reading: Foundation Page 42 of 49
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Where | live
4. Read what Gabriel and Toni have written on an Internet forum.

Gabriel : Habiter a la campagne veut dire que vous pouvez passer ¢
Il y a beaucoup d'espaces verts. Quelquefois, c’est un peu ¢
iln'y a rien a faire.

i
Write your answers in English. You do not.ne =t/ ?;juge in full sentences.
o = 4
(a) Gabriel WA\ e
One good thiiy & .U :iwn*fé in the countryside:

| th 4 5 Lwout living in the countryside:

e

..ww i

Toni : J’aime bien habiter en ville. Il y a des cafés et restaurants
Mais il y a trop de voitures et ¢a cause de la pollution et du

Write your answers in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

(b) Toni
One good thing about living in the town:
One bad thing about living in the town:

SR i
-« .

Geneva e

5. Read the brochure about theff"',‘ 5 ’:v\y;rwor‘Ge\heva (Genéve).

g U e

Geneyuli:u {'w,;.‘«le"élﬁe Suisse*, se trouve
moitié en France et @ moitié en
st une ville internationale et un
centre de finance européen, aussi bien connue
pour les associations qui s’occupent* des droits
humains et qui ont leurs bureaux dans la ville.
Geneéve est trés belle, avec un lac énorme au

centre, et des montagnes a l'arriére-plan.

* Suisse = Switzerland
* s'occupent de(s) = are involved with

Identify the three sentences that are true according to the text.

A  Geneva is the biggest town in Switzerlﬁ’ a [_?”D ~_ltis notavery w
B  Genevais halfin France. - | E  The offices are i
C ltisafinancial city. . :J,» “ F  Thereisavery hi

i
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Finding the way

6.

Read Lola’s diary entry.

Quand je suis arrivée au centre-ville, je ne savais pas comment trouve
demandé a I'office de tourisme. La femme m’a donné un plan. J'ai tot
rue au bord de la riviere. J'ai vu la gare a gauche etj ai da traverser le
il y avait la grande place. L3, j'ai trouvé ['i lmmoL DA én face.

-

f,v,,f ’j =
Use the words in the box to comnrle & ¢ eme‘ﬁces about what she says. T\
phrases than gaps. ol &
A A
WL
n ui'the town her accommodation the touris
on the right on the left opposite stra|
(a) Lolacouldn’t find...
(b) She saw the station...
(c) The square was...
Parents’ evening
7. Read this notice on the school website. "o\ o

+ ¢
Lundi 18 mars, ily a une ';j',a Ay eur les parents et les éléves en se
examens. Venez > [- : = e ',‘».nupale du lycée. Entre 16h et 17h vous |
profescaars . ¢ i.ce, maths et anglais, et I'heure suivante, les proi:
eLieusement, les profs de musique et de géographie ne p:

vous \Ge#¥ez trouver des notes sur votre fils ou fille dans leurs salles ¢

Ecrivez la date dans votre agenda pour ne pas oublier.

* une réunion = a meeting

(a) Complete the sentences below by writing the correct letter for each qus

(i) The parents’ evening is for students in...
A Year9. B Year10. c

(ii) During the first hour, you can talk to the ... teachers.

A Maths B guwpichy c
(iii) During the second hn". CU «alk to the ... teachers.

A SC|ence . »j;." B  Languages c

4

My Ac*’aﬁ&d‘ Geography teachers...
@ will be in their classrooms. B have left notes. C

Wi

(b) Which of these words is the correct translation for agenda? Write the ¢
A briefcase B pocket C diary

Practice Papers for GCSE Edexcel French: Reading: Foundation Page 44 of 49
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Job roles

8.

Read Maxime’s blog entry.

Ma meére est cheffe de sa propre entreprise, méme si elle n'a jamais \
bureau. Avant elle travaillait comme policiére. C'était quelquefois dan

:
|

-

wir
. . . -~ t{’ 3 .
works in an office “ g, ~lceofficer is boss ¢
=

tiring o f:; ;a;y~*’f interesting
L ..xf»i“’”

Y A

o

(a) U vords in the box to complete the sentences about what he say:
short phrases than gaps.

(i) Maxime’s mum...
(ii) Her previous job was...
(iii) Now, her work is...

Maxime continues.

Je voudrais travailler dans une université pour faire des recherches s
aux risques pour notre planéte et j'ai toujours essayé de respecter la |
tres important pour I'environnement. L'année dernire, j'ai participé a
de plastique. i

i

(b) Complete the sentences;y 5 i\\j& ,ruc‘ing\\the correct letter for each qu

A 4 a8
(1) XY = 20 pltOL
gu (o university. B doresearch. .

(ii) He is interested in...
A writing essays. B dangers facing the earth.

(c) Answer the questions in English. You do not need to write in full senten:
(i) What does Maxime think is important?

(ii) What did he take part in last year?

Practice Papers for GCSE Edexcel French: Reading: Foundation Page 45 of 49
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Technology
9. Read Zoé, Théo and Axel’s comments on a technology forum.

Zoé: Jetrouve Internet trés utile pour m'aider avec le travail scola
passe trop de temps a l'ordinateur, j'ai mal a la téte.

Théo: J'adore jouer a des jeux en ligne avec . « famis, c’est vraimi¢
temps les personnes que nous ¢ {oj;;:giséons pas essayen
nous n‘aimonspasca w
Y & o j .

-

Axel :  J'utilise uc . m...ateur portable tous les soirs pour regardei
@d v . «Ivlais je dois le couper a neuf heures, et pour moi

<)

Write yor answers in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

(a) Zoé
Good thing about technology:
Bad thing about technology:

(b) Théo
Good thing about technology:
Bad thing about technology:

(c) Axel

Good thing about technology:
Bad thing about technology:

Section B: Translation

Food and drink
10. Translate the following sentences into English.

(a) Jaime boire de I'eau.

(b) C’est bon pour la santé.

(c) Je n’aime pas manger du poisson.

(d) Jadore tous les légumes et les fruits.

(e) Hier, jai pris un petit-déjeuner sain avec des ceufs.

(m
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Mark Schemes

Practice Paper 1

Section A: Reading comprehension

(a) Normally eats: fruit / vegetables
Ate yesterday: new recipe / cheese / eggs

4 (b) Likes eating: pasta / rice
Likes drinking: water / milk
5 B’ C’ F ......
(a) comedies
6 (b) horror films
(c) by streaming
(@ ) ¢
iy A
7 iy ¢ s
(iv) B O ®
(b) ™ a
(a) () English 7 /7
(i) nigew DT wd ™
ih e
8 \C
ool B
(c) (i) easytogetdressed/everyone wears the same
(i) _impossible to be fashionable / boring
(a) Positive: visitors respect the environment
Negative: tourists arrive by car / cars pollute the air
9 (b) Positive: local businesses (shops / hotels) are busy

Negative: beaches are full / no space for local people on the beach
(c) Positive: tourists like to eat in traditional restaurants / try foods (cuisii
Negative: he gets tired when lots of people come to the restaurant

Section B: Translation

] M
Jaime aller au centre commercial. gl iike going to the shoppin:
Mes amis et moi cherchons des vétements ten (. ti y " My friends and | look for

Ma couleur préférée, c’est le vert. 1

Je voudrais de nouvelles chavzy . =1 m-iceies coGtent cher. | | would like some new sho

Le week-end dagnie” "~ 5. . %6 urf cadeau pour ma mére. | Last weekend | bought a b
\Q e

My favourite colour is gre.
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



