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Teacher’s Introduction

Purpose:
This pack contains three full practice papers each for the AQA Foundation
and Higher speaking exams. When a new specification is launched, teachers Always check the exam board
may, initially, find it difficult to source quality practice papers beyond those website for new information,
provided by the exam board, therefore making it difficult to accurately including changes to the

assess their students. Besides, there is always a risk that students can find specification and sample

the papers provided online by the exam board. The ZigZag practice papers assessment material.

allow teachers to give their students extra practice without taking this risk.

The author has taken every step to ensure these papers mirror

Vocabulary:
the AQA paper structure and has used their extensive experience This resource has been checked against the
of resource writing to produce varied and unique content. These 2024 vocabulary list to ensure compliance with
papers cover all three themes: new <:3xam style, offering the best possible exam
. practice for your students,
1. People and lifestyle

2. Popular culture
3.  Communication and the world around us

How to use this resource:
We recommend setting each paper under exam conditions to give an accurate picture of students’ ability at a

given point. The papers can also be used for practice with a language assistant, for instance.

We are not providing a full mark scheme here as it can easily be obtained from the exam board’s website, but the
author has provided an explanation of the mark scheme and how to achieve the top marks for each task.

August 2025
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GCSE AQA French: Foundation Speaking

Exam Information

Structure of the paper and mark scheme exemplification:

The AQA Foundation speaking paper comprises three tasks:

Task 1: The role-play task o 5

This task should last between 1and 1 % minuzes anr, */é;e are 10 marks availabl
each task can be awarded 0, 1or 2 mzid sy Jerfé score 2 marks per task, the
clearly, with no ambiguity. If < ‘ent. e quired to give two responses or det:
in ascore of 1 mark. . "/ w«f” ~

e

’ %ag ‘aloud task

In this task students must read aloud a short text (for a potential 5 marks), whict

conversation, made up of four compulsory questions, about the topic of the tex!

are 15 marks available for the reading aloud task, as a whole, and it should last &

«  The reading aloud passage is a new task which tests students’ understandit
correspondences). It is marked for AO3 only (demonstrate understanding a
grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification). To score in the to;
some minor and a few major errors in pronouncing the passage.

«  The four follow-on questions are assessed as a whole and are marked for At
respond to spoken language in speaking and in writing). To score in the tog
four questions clearly. For two of the four questions (minimum), they must |
for one of the other two questions (minimum), they must develop their ans

Task 3: The photo card task

This task comprises two parts: a description of the ol"f» " o ﬂted on the card, ai
Students must describe both pictures (for a cote At ';»marks) for approximately
take part in an unprepared convers=>* V701 ) o potential 15 marks) for approxini
20 marks available for the rw" oA *”tPs asa whoie and it should last between 4 .
«  The picture defr KD 1’5 war’ked for AO2 only (understand and respond to
,>Lore in the top band for AO2, students must convey quil
‘ Is to be mostly clear

speaking and in writing) and AO3 (demonstrate understanding and accural
and vocabulary prescribed in the specification). To score in the top band for
quite a lot of information, they must regularly and successfully develop thel
needs to be mostly clear. For AO3, students must use a good variety of voca
may be some repetition. There may be frequent minor errors and some ma,
linguistic structures.
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ZigZag Practice Exam Papers
Supporting GCSE AQA French
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Speaking

R

Foundation Tier Practice Paper 1 "/

Time allowed: /
. . W

15 minutes preparation

7-9 minutes examination

L
s

s

4

i
i
i

V-
s

The maximum mark for this paper is 50.
Information: ) ; |
*  The test has three tasks: a role play, a readi’ s« oL » fasxk and conversation,
*  You will have 15 minutes to prepar ..\ arcwsot allowed to practise readir |
*  You may take notes on a se s i e of paper, but you will have to hand
not write on the <t “l*i}ﬁ...m‘i.’”\ :

ush o Sdonary.

e

T
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TASK 1: ROLE PLAY STUDENT VERSH

Instructions:

®  You are speaking to your French friend.

»  Your teacher will play the part of your friend. They will speak first.
o Use the tu form to address your friend.

e  ?indicates that you have to ask a question. .
* Inorder to score full marks, each response rr st ‘o tina verb

e

w,‘,f“’;ﬂ;,;

Task: o PV
Describe your fam 4. 4. ie’detail.)

| S efﬁﬁe with your family. (Give one detail.)

o o with your family. (Give one detail.)

Give oneopinion of family holidays.

? Ask your friend a question about their family.

A
wy
o
=~
3
-

TASK 2: READING ALOUD STUDENT VE

Your teacher will ask you to read the following text in French.

Jai seize ans.
Aujourd’hui, c’est mon anniversaire.

Jouvre mes cadeaux et je lis mes cartes.

s

N - . . 4w
Pour ma féte, j'invite mes amis et ma famille, « f;j w
L P '

0" s
?ﬁi}gwsﬁﬂs toute la nuit.

Nous faisons un grand repacm; )
o mf e -

To get the highest possible score, try to develop your answers to all four question
|

-
L
L
E

i

i

L

| L

B
.
%
i

-
%
i
—
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TASK 3: PHOTO CARD STUDENT VER:

Use the preparation time to look at the two pictures and make notes on a separa.
the notes you make during the test.

Your teacher will ask you to discuss the content of the pictures. You should spenc

you should try to say at least one thing about each pictu )
o

:

e

After you have discussed the content of *%ie., yrwf’y'our teacher will ask you qu.

contained within the theme of Ze it 4 ~°és.weicﬁ’n and the world around us.
x 3 :; = A

z
f
@

e

Picture 1

Picture 2

.

.

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA French Speaking: Foundation and Higher Page 5 of 2

a0

f
%///////////////A
gt

7/////////{////////

e
B

T

S
=

.
>
S
I
////////%
i
L ] °
. |
) |
L T |
|
7///////////////////////////%
|
ft
////////////%

r
S

|

e

i

/’/”//////////////
7//////////////////////////'
g

4

r

i
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

i
&

s
iy,
/y

\\\\\\\\

i

I

i
g

WMW

HE
@
%
 —

g
V//////////////////

g
Wi
.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

ag

Education




TASK 1: ROLE PLAY TEACHER VERSI!

You should begin the role play and address the candidate as ‘tu’.
The target language phrases must be read out exactly as they appear below.
The role play should begin with the following introduction:
« Tu parles avec ton amife) frangais(e}. Moi, je suis ton ami(e!. »
Ask the candidate to describe their fimli, .)f} .
1 Décris ta famille. e =/
Allow the candadm; 08, 1 cmé detali of their family.
Ask the Ch 48 M‘!é"’qhey spend time with their family.
2 od ‘-eé't;ue tu passes du temps avec ta famille ?
the candidate to say when they spend time with their family. (|
Ask the candidate what they do with their family.
3 Qu’est-ce que tu fais avec ta famille ?
Allow the candidate to say what they do with their family. (Elicit one |
Ask the candidate what they think of family holidays.

4 Qu’est-ce que tu penses des vacances en famille ?
Allow the candidate to give one opinion of family holidays.
Trés bien.

5 ? | Allow the candidate to ask you a question about your family.

Give an appropriate response.

TASK 2: READING ALOUD TEACHER VE

The reading aloud task and the four questions below sho " st between 2 and 2
Once the role play is over, ask the student to read. .i¢ ‘*).- «age’by saying ‘Lis-moi e
After the student has read the text alonc’,, 3 puse sk the questions below. You
questions; they must be asked 2. S\ A yéy appear below.

e Cestquandtonaraie g o

LN ”»érmaiement pour célébrer ton anniversaire ?
tu aimes recevoir comme cadeaux ?

que tu penses de célébrer ton anniversaire avec tes amis ?

e Quest-c&®

TASK 3: PHOTO CARD TEACHER VERS

Theme: Communication and the world around us

e  There are two pictures on the student card. During the preparation time, the
two pictures.

e  You then ask the student to discuss the pictures. This should last approxima|
must say at least one thing about each picture.

e After the picture discussion, you take part in an unprepared conversation w |
should last between 3 and 4 minutes. t

e  Students are allowed to use the notes they made;‘x; b he preparation tim.

Start by asking the student to discuss the Sigies ;

¢  Parle-moi des photos. fm,w ng
After the student hac S " ﬁ'c &,:.crabmg the pictures, you start a conversation oy
and the we urus. You may include any or all of the topics contained with

e Travel: grism, including places of interest
e Mediaand technology
e  The environment and where people live

This part of the speaking assessment (description of the pictures and conversatic
4 and 5 minutes.

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA French Speaking: Foundation and Higher Page6of2.
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GCSE AQA French: Higher Speaking

Exam Information

Structure of the paper and mark scheme exemplification:
The AQA Higher speaking paper comprises three tasks:
.
Task 1: The role-play task e
This task should last between Tand *.*4.m = w0s and there are 10 marks availabl
each task can be awarded 0“1/ 2 /1 510 order to score 2 marks per task, the
clearly, with ng amhinoui - f:ﬁifdéﬁ&fs are required to give two responses or dety
inascore (@K

Task 2: The ing aloud task

In this task, students must read aloud a short text (for a potential 5 marks), whic!

conversation, made up of four compulsory questions, about the topic of the tex!

There are 15 marks available for the reading aloud task, as a whole, and it shoult

minutes.

«  The reading aloud passage is a new task which tests students’ understandi
correspondences). It is marked for AO3 only (demonstrate understanding a
grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification). To score in the to;
must be generally accurate although minor errors are tolerated.

«  The four follow-on questions are assessed as a whole and are marked for At
respond to spoken language in speaking and in writing). To score in the top
four questions clearly. For two of the four questions (minimum), they must |
for one of the other two questions (minimum), they must develop their ans

a 4

Task 3: The photo card task f'”; ¥ A

This task comprises two parts: a desz:'z 10 Al <he photos printed on the card, ai

Students must describe both -« f’i}ﬁa .ora potential 5 marks) for approximately

take part in anunprenic ! ‘gﬁiv«ve‘r‘%tion (for a potential 15 marks) for approxin

are 20 marj ak ;.m%e picture task, as a whole, and it should last betweet

«  The pi@gg@#¥escription is marked for AO2 only (understand and respond to
and in writing). To score in the top band for AO2, students must convey a lo
message needs to always be clear.

«  The conversation part of the task is marked for AO1 (understand and responc
and in writing) and AO3 (demonstrate understanding and accurate applicatic
prescribed in the specification). To score in the top band for AO1, students mt
they must consistently and successfully develop their responses and extend |
needs to always or nearly always be clear. For AO3, students must use a wide
structures. There may be some minor errors and very few major errors in con

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA French Speaking: Foundation and Higher Page 150f 2
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ZigZag Practice Exam Papers
Supporting GCSE AQA French
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Higher Tier Practice Paper 1 "/

Time allowed: /
15 minutes preparation
10-12 minutes examination

4

i
g
i

V-
s

The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

i
iy,
" %

i

N\

Information: s . ) |
¢ The test has three tasks: a role play, a readi g% %{ja casK and conversation, | S
*  You will have 15 minutes to preparged | arcwsot allowed to practise reading R .

*  You may take notes on a of vafc ke ;;.”.wée“of paper, but you will have to hanc
not write on the stén a4 Zaras.
us ¥ b Sudonary.
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TASK 1: ROLE PLAY STUDENT VERSH

Instructions: I
e You are speaking to your French friend. —
Your teacher will play the part of your friend. They will speak first. /
e Use the ‘tu’ form to address your friend. D
2 indi h h K . ! /////
e ?indicates that you have to ask a question. P W J
Wi : )

fwﬁ;‘ ,)f} = ////////////////%////////////%
Task: vy = ¥
i i 1 N . . /’//////
ay where you prefer to gooo it i layyand why. (Give one opinion and one s

Say wh ypft{f@d,ﬁ!;,ﬁ{fdhy(G p d | s

o
e
S

Say how you like LS jé}%.f:mvéidane detail.)
Vi« , La'do on holiday. (Give two details.)

//////%

s
i

AN
(%]
)
<
=

Descril bt ﬁoiiday. (Give two details.) )
? Ask yoUs nd a question about going on holiday. .
TASK 2: READING ALOUD STUDENT VE P

g

R
S

F

s

Your teacher will ask you to read the following text in French. //,,//////

7//////////////////////////'
'///////////////////////////A

4

Le mois dernier, je suis allée a un concert avec mes copains.

r
i

J'ai vu mon groupe préféré sur scéne.

o

&F
) .

Les paroles de leurs chansons sont extraordinaires. X P
. v . . . i f« . ’j »“ %”/ffx //
Je voudrais télécharger leur derniere vidéo. .« =~ o
v 3 M.f' . ng/////////g
Normalement, j’écoute de la . qde € 3 wirant au college. d
- e w e
Ma sceur tr, LeL el rieux quand elle fait du sport.
N
Your teacher will then ask you four questions in French on the topic of Free-time |
To get the highest possible score, try to develop your answers to all four questio
=
70 ”

OBy 19

ag

Education
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TASK 3: PHOTO CARD STUDENT VER:

Use the preparation time to look at the two pictures and make notes on a separat ,
. i
the notes you make during the test. —

@
| |
|

Your teacher will ask you to discuss the content of the pictures. You should spend -

N it | 4 /////
you should try to say at least one thing about each pl:‘w vy 1 ////
e
After you have discussed the content of y o yrwf’your teacher will ask you qu. W
contained within the theme of Peoph « Cuafestyle. e
TP 7
x 3 :; = 4 .

1

| Picture 1
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TASK 1: ROLE PLAY TEACHER VERSI!

You should begin the role play and address the candidate as ‘tu’.

The target language phrases must be read out exactly as they appear below.
The role play should begin with the following introduction:

« Tu parles avec ton amife) frangais(e}. Moi, je suis ton ami{ei. »

Ask the candidate to say where thev P o o o on holiday, and
1 04 est-ce que tu preferes aller2n ar. W&S‘ ? .. Pourquoi ?
Allow the candidate *7u {f\»g ~.2 they prefer to go on holiday, ant
(Elicit one onirid fang ‘cae reason.)
’\sk Ha o ﬁ}c&@é how they like to travel.
2 L wm‘ est-ce que tu aimes voyager ?
w the candidate to say how they like to travel. (Elicit one detal
| Ask the candidate what activities they do on holiday.
3 Quelles activités est-ce que tu fais en vacances ?
Allow the candidate to say what activities they do on holiday. (Elic
Ask the candidate to describe a past holiday.
4 Parle-moi de tes vacances dans le passé.
Allow the candidate to describe a past holiday. (Elicit two details..
Génial.
5 ? Allow the candidate to ask you a question about going on holiday.
Give an appropriate response.

TASK 2: READING ALOUD TEACHER VE

The reading aloud task and the four questions below shou!<! st between 3 and 3
Once the role play is over, ask the student to read i o | ?’;ge by saying ‘Lis-moi ¢
After the student has read the text aloud.: huisKkthe questions below. You
questions; they must be asked ex: Wi *"‘;\, appear below.

e  Quelestton genre d By q.. nureferé ?

o  Quand sl 0« @utes de la musique ?

| tU “dimes faire avec tes amis ?

@e tu penses des concerts ?

TASK 3: PHOTO CARD TEACHER VERS

Theme: People and lifestyle
There are two pictures on the student card. During the preparation time, the stuc
two pictures.

You then ask the student to discuss the pictures. This should last approximately 1
must say at least one thing about each picture.

After the picture discussion, you take part in an unprepared conversation with the
should last between 4 % and 5 % minutes.

Students are allowed to use the notes they made 'j Finen é Q‘eparatﬁon time.

i
4

Start by asking the student to discuss 7« 35,
*  Parle-moi des photos Yol &
After the Stuggghe s - A OéSCi’iblng the pictures, you start a conversation o

muude any or all of the topics contained within this theme:
p¥lc ationships with others

e  Healthy Ilvmg and lifestyle

¢  Education and work

This part of the speaking assessment (description of the pictures and conversatia:
6 and 7 minutes.

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA French Speaking: Foundation and Higher Page 19 of 2
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



