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Teacher’s Introduction

Purpose:
This pack contains three full practice papers for the AQA Higher writing
exam. When a new specification is launched, initially, teachers may find it Always check the exam board
difficult to source quality practice papers beyond those provided by the website for new information,
exam board, thereby making it difficult to accurately assess their students. including changes to the

Besides, there is always a risk that students can find the papers provided specification and sample

online by the exam board. The ZigZag practice papers allow teachers to assessment material.

give their students extra practice without taking this risk.

The author has taken every step to ensure the structure of these papers mirrors that of the AQA papers, and has
used their extensive experience of resource writing to produce varied and unique content. These papers cover all
three themes listed below and most of the topics:

1. People and lifestyle

2. Popular culture

3.  Communication and the world around us

How to use this resource:

We recommend setting each paper under exam conditions to give an accurate picture of students’ ability at a
given point. Papers can be used as teacher-assessed tasks (with the teacher marking the paper and feeding back
to the students) or as self-/peer-assessment tasks (with each student or their partner assessing their work).

We are not providing a full mark scheme here as it can easily be obtained from the exam board’s website, but the
author has provided an explanation of the mark scheme and how to achieve the top marks for each task. They
have also provided some self-/peer-assessment grids, which can be photocopied and given to students to assess
their own or their partner’s work.

Although not in exam layout, non-write-on versions of the practice papers have been included in the resource in
order to minimise photocopying and reduce costs. Additionally, questions 2.1 and 2.2, and questions 3.1 and 3.2,
have been combined onto one page, again to reduce wasteful photocopying. At the end of the resource, there is a
lined answer sheet for students to write on. You can photocopy as many as required for mock exams.

September 2025
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Structure of the paper and mark scheme ¢

The AQA Higher writing paper comprises three tasks:

1. The translation task (10 marks)
Students translate five sentences into French, of approximately 50 words. Th
difficulty, and later sentences may contain moda’ . > " (M‘Egd more complex ¢
themes and tenses on the AQA specificat an The. = skis marked for AO3 on
and accurate application of the = in & ¢ ad vocabulary prescribed in the s
as a whole and there are f"’c‘n{yii;wa:"”f'/(/arr;dering of the original meaning, an¢
grammar. For tho Q’\W?ft\:;roﬁ:jteachers will apply up to 15 ticks to elemen:.

Only minor errors are tolerated, and there should be few, if any, omissions.

2. The 90-word task (15 marks)
Students choose between two questions, which will be on two different theme:
(question 5 on the Foundation paper). Students must cover three bullet points .
different time frames. It is marked based on two criteria: AO2 (understanding &
language in speaking and in writing) and AO3 (demonstrating understanding ai\
grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification). To score in the top ba:
address all three bullet points, communicate clearly, and regularly develop the
relevant information. To score in the top band for AO3, students must use a goo
They must also regularly try to use complex language and structures and succe.
future time frames. There may be minor errors and a few major errors in compi

g

3. The 150-word task oY
Students choose between two arncaw () two different themes. There are
is narrative in the presen® s »f‘sé}) 1 2 uther in a different time frame. It is mar

(understanding 2n " {0, wf,fléng"s‘tc; written language in speaking and in writir,

ideas and communicate clearly. For AO3, students are assessed according tc |
use of language, and their accuracy. To score in the top band for range and v
use a very good variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures. They mus.
use complex language. To score in the top band for accuracy, students must
some minor errors and occasional major errors in complex structures only. T

be secure.
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Self- and peer-assessment gr|

Use the grids below to self- or peer-assess your written responses. Please note that BP st

1. Translation task:
For the ‘rendering of the original meaning’ criterion, check the mark scheme and giv:
correctly translated. 2
Then convert those ticks as follows:
13-15 ticks = 5 marks
10-12 ticks = 4 marks -4

.
7-9ticks=3marks v o ST

=

s

» b

g f’j*
»

s

For the ‘knowledge of vocabulary and grammar’ criterion, you can check your work

Have What the mark 3
What it means |
you... scheme says
shown very good
knowledge of o translate all or nearly all the words in |
vocabulary?
translated the message | e do not leave any gaps
appropriately? ° if you translate the message back int.
used highly accurate
EnYy [ check your verbs (present and perfec
grammar?
When you have finished, proofread your v\
if you have made o  spelling )
errors, are they . articles /v M des / le/la/l'/les, etc.|
only minor? . ac sct )*owyk(,g.-een’:aents (usually you ne:
- \djeddves and an -s at the end of plup.
s P i 4 y’) s
2. 90-word task: A"
AL LA R L e A
Ha; W we'the mark

* " scheme says

What it means |

»»»»» | addressed all three
bullet points with
relevant information?

write at least one sentence per BP
what you write must be relevant to t)
use the correct time frame for BP2 a:

communicated clearly?

write in a way that is easy to underst.
if you translate it back into English, do

regularly developed
your ideas?

used a good variety
of vocabulary?

avoid repetitions (use each word onc:
include different subject pronouns at\

regularly tried to use
complex language
and structures?

future tun o mde
mooo cessfully?

used present n:icd 3 \

-\

S
S

use a range of time phrases (‘le week-¢!

use connectives (‘et’, ‘mais’, ‘donc’, e\

‘beaucoup’, ‘assaz), etc.) and sequenc:

finaleman - 20 )

yC /o "r{f;;e relative clauses using ‘4
4 ‘trucctires such as ‘j'aime aller’, ‘je pe.
are your present, past and future ver:
are they in the right paragraph, with \|

‘dernier/derniére’ = past, and ‘proch.|

\f you have made
minor, but some
major ones may
have occurred in
complex structures?

When you have finished, proofread your v

spelling

articles (un/une/des/le/la/l'/les, etc.)
adjective agreements (usually you ne:
adjectives and an -s at the end of plu

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA French: Writing: Higher
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3.

150-word task:

Have you...

What the mark
scheme says

What it means |

conveyed a lot of
relevant information?

break down the BP (it might be usefu
what you write must be relevant to t.
use the correct time frame for BP2

regularly developed
your ideas?

-l

3 4

- 4

e

L
2 A w
tea”

s

always give ~t ast six to eight ideas p
thi'{wg 47 fhic;ved by giving other ¢
Wi ‘:ﬁe-&)now vs what it used to be,

_ uisadvantage, etc.

plan your paragraphs

write in a way that is easy to underst.
narrate a story as you would in Englis:
if you translate it back into English, d

used a very good
variety of vocabulary
and grammatical
structures?

avoid repetitions (use each word or €
use different opinion phrases (‘selon
‘en ce qui me concerne’, etc.)

include different subject pronouns at.
jamais’, ‘ne ... que’, ‘ne ... personne’, ¢

used complex
language regularly
and successfully?

use more interesting vocabulary and
are confident

you could use modal verbs (‘je peux’, |
or infinitive structures (after ‘pour’, ‘a\

used present, past
and future time
frames successfully?

e

ifyou ks o W e

| + 1 sionally,
a z-they in complex

» structures?

[ ‘\‘jzl,en"“you have finished, proofread your v

are your present, perfect and near ful
have you referred to your childhood ¢
past, using the imperfect?

can you replace some near future ve:
ones (will)?.

dicl i ’se _‘fhacwould happen (cong

&

ha, nuned (imperfect tense?)

spelling

articles (un/une/des / le/la/I'/les, etc |
adjective agreements (usually you ne:
adjectives and an -s at the end of plu;
add accents where necessary
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE AQA French: 2024 :

Write-on paper L

Higher Tier Practice Paper 1

Name

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information:
e Answer all questions in the spaces providec,# ~ s
e |n Section A, you should answer g’ t 1 o
®  |n Section B you should - 7 we. € b of questlon 2.1 or question 2.2.
Do not answer het & Yo,
L VoL s uuld answer either question 3.1 or question 3.2.
@0@;3: ger both questions.
e Answer all questions in French.
®  You must not use a dictionary.
®  The marks for each question are shown in brackets.
®  You can write your first draft in the answer book. Clearly cross out
everything that should not be marked as part of your answer.

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA French: Writing: Higher Page 5 of 26

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

a9

Education




Section A

Translation into French

1. Translate the following sentences into French.

|
- a4
gy i
| want to become a Maths teacher. o v A
=
- ?M«j/ . s
...................................... Y ol % TUURRNNTNUUURTRRRRROTO.
W =
il wf L
B0 N U OUYTUUOUUUSUURRRONSNS

¢ s T
W«

i ),v“' " i
My el h. . the same house for ten years.

..........................................................................................................................
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Section B

Answer either Question 2.1 or Question 2.2.
Only answer one of these questions.

EITHER | ~ag
2.1 You are emailing your Canadian friend e : _g".z; You are writing .
about school. . » A local area.
" f"’ww .M«’j“w‘
Write your answer 3 » . ¢ should be Write your answ
apprOV" Loly | ‘v;,gués.“w approximately €.
You r\EgEERRite “at least one detail for each You must write o
bullet \#t. bullet point.
Describe: Describe:
e the school facilities e what there
e what you did during lunchtime yesterday e whatyoud:
e what you will do next week at school e whereyou
[15 marks]
PN ) MR | {
. w
.................................................................................................................................. COPYRIGHT
.................................................................................................................................. PROTECTED
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Section C

Answer either Question 3.1 or Question 3.2.
Only answer one of these questions.

EITHER | ~ag
3.1 You are writing a post for a website about g - 5.2;» You are writing &
positive relationships. » A Your article is fa:
Your post is about friendshi;,_,« - r}/ o
- ”f; il You must write yi
You m rit = _aswer in French, and it should be apprc.

9 ‘prcxiiinfnately 150 words. Your answer mu:

Your a NGt must have information to cover both bullet poir:
both bullet points.
Describe:

Describe: e theadvant

e what makes a good friend the cinema

e what you will do with your friends in e afilmyouw

the future
[25 marks]

COPYRIGHT
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE AQA French: 2024 :

Higher Tier Practice Paper 1

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information:
e Answer all questions.
® |n Section A, you should answer question 1.

® |n Section B you should answer either questlon 7 3 } uestion 2.2.
Do not answer both questions. / , -

® InSection C you should answer ei*’..* | 2suun 3.1 or question 3.2.

Do not answer both questi s,/ ~
e Answerall questa < A4 “nud.
. Suictionary.
° @\ﬁaot 91 each question are shown in brackets.

e  (Clearly Croés out everything that should not be marked as part of
your answer.

COPYRIGHT
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Section A
Translation into French

1. Translate the following sentences into French.
| want to become a Maths teacher. :
Having kind friends is essential for me. - !
After my exams, | will travel abroad with m' rat. "J; =
Last week, | went to the librarv »F zr0 - ad aﬁ/mterestmg book.
My parents have lived ir.it ﬂ’s’a 20 \use for ten years.
2 ’; i’
' 1A
Section B
Answer either Question 2.1 or Question 2.2. Only answer one ot |
EITHER OR
2.1 You are emailing your Canadian friend about 2.2  Youare writing &
school. local area.
Write your answer in French. It should be Write your answ¢
approximately 90 words. approximately St
You must write at least one detail for each You must write .
bullet point. bullet point.
Describe: oy Describe:
e the school facilities > e what there |
e what you did during Iun"[,. a ~v S e.day * whatyoud
e what you will dr: J e  hat school town/village
R [15 marks] * whereyou v
Section C
Answer either Question 3.1 or Question 3.2. Only answer one o1 |
EITHER OR
3.1 You are writing a post for a website about 3.2 Youare writing &

positive relationships.
Your post is about friendship.

You must write your answer in French, and i*,,. "
should be approximately 150 word< " 4
Your answer must have mfo* 2 g ’yf‘ﬂ; vover both
bullet points. TSP

. what you will do with your friends in
the future
[25 marks]

Your article is fa:

You must write 1
should be apprcy
Your answer mus
both bullet poir

Describe:
e the advanty
the cinema

e afilmyouw

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA French: Writing: Higher
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Practice Paper 2
Section A
Indicative content:

Element of original I Alternative accept:|
Indicative content .
language renderings
1 I use the Internet Jutilise Internet P 'utilise I'Internet
] - w
2 alllthe time. toutletemps. - ¢ b | IR
3 | This weekend, Ce W?G':L_": ! F
4 | my sister will go Ay e masceurvaaller
5 [toParisbytrain. - - % erisen train.
9 ) ; . lon moi / Je pense
6 s A mon avis, selo /ep .
Je trouve que
7 le plus grand probleme |
8 pour la planete
9 is pollution. estla polluton. |
10 | If I have time, Si j’ai le temps,
- . R - /ai I'intention de / je
11 | | hope to visit j'espere visiter J . /.J
voudrais / j’aimerais
12 the natural history le musée d’histoire
museum. naturelle.
. Mes ami(e)s et moi (nous Mes copains/copines
13 | My friends and | played . (,) ( ) . P . /, P |
avons joué moi, on a joué
14 | on the football field sur le terraindefoot |
15 | during break time. pendant la récréation. a larécré.
Section B

e &

Indicative content for 2.1: ; 1)
J'adore tous les mariages car je pense que c’est v ¢+ be j.‘,our’r“\fée pour tout le monde. J'o
danser toute la nuit. L'année derniere - ¢« fwr*j .nriiversaire, ma famille et moi sommes
nous avons mangé au restarrrc. . s Je'la viande avec des frites mais ma meére a mar
végétarienne. C/asait 1 s fféd«-'ﬁoh I année prochaine, je voudrais passer Noél avey

-
"

Je pense que je suis en bonne santé. Je mange au moins cing fruits et légumes chaque jo.|
sport, comme de la natation. A mon avis, c’est une activité sportive qui est bonne pour la.
tous ses problémes. Hier, j’ai mangé du poisson et j’ai bu de I'eau, c’était sain. A I'avenir, |
et je voudrais aussi essayer un nouveau sport, comme la danse, pour rester en forme.

Section C

Indicative content for 3.1:

A mes yeuy, il est essentiel de prendre des vacances car elles aident a se reposer, surtout |
travaillé dur au collége. Partir en vacances est aussi une excellente maniére de passer du
amis. Pourtant, je ne suis pas d'accord avec mon frére qui trouve que les vacances entre .
qu'elles peuvent étre amusantes mais il faut étre vraiment slr{e) de bien connaitre les pe!
les problemes. L'été dernier, j'ai voyagé en train dans toute I'E»;.>, . et je recommande cu
tellement de choses. Méme si les gens avec qui j'ai vov, §"tafa j"‘t trés sympa, je n"oublic:
de la France et les vieux chateaux que j'ai visi:"ﬁ TS0 L

i
+ Fo

G
s

Indicative content for 3.2: A ‘, A

S

, . BV R . . oy z E

Protéger 'envirganer:e * 10 passeulement un conseil, ¢’est une nécessité. Selon moi_ |
W . .

ict. ). aes foréts. A cause de cela, de nombreux animaux sont en dan:

ses déchets. En séparant le papier et le verre, nous pouvons réduire la pollution des mers,
vais participer a une manifestation en ville. A I'avenir, je ferai également partie d’une assg
et ensemble, nous allons écrire une lettre au président. Quand je serai adulte, je ne comp!
les transports en commun ou je marcherai car je veux absolument améliorer la situation ¢
est concerné.

Practice Papers for GCSE AQA French: Writing: Higher Page 24 of 26

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

a9

Education




Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.
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