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Teacher’s Introduction

Purpose:

This pack contains three full practice papers for the Edexcel Foundation writing exam. When a new specification is
launched, initially, teachers may find it difficult to source quality practice papers beyond those provided by the
exam board, thereby making it difficult to accurately assess their students. Besides, there is always a risk that
students can find the papers provided online by the exam board. The ZigZag practice papers allow teachers to give
their students extra practice without taking this risk.

The author has taken every step to ensure the structure of these papers

n:clrrors that of.t.he Edexcel paper, .and has usgd their extens:e experience Always check the exam board
o} reso:rcg V\;]rmng jco produce varied and unique content. These papers website for new information,
cover all six thematic contexts: including changes to the

MV personal world . specification and sample
Lifestyle and wellbeing assessment material.

My neighbourhood
Media and technology
Studying and my future
Travel and tourism

ok wnNeE

How to use this resource:

We recommend setting each paper under exam conditions to give an accurate picture of students’ ability at a
given point. Papers can be used as teacher-assessed tasks (with the teacher marking the paper and feeding back
to the students) or as self-/peer-assessment tasks (with each student or their partner assessing their work).

We are not providing a full mark scheme here as it can easily be obtained from the exam board’s website, but the
author has provided an explanation of the mark scheme and how to achieve the top marks for each task. They
have also provided some self-/peer-assessment grids, which can be photocopied and given to students to assess
their own or their partner’s work.

October 2025
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Structure of the paper and mark scheme ¢

The Edexcel Foundation writing paper comprises four tasks:

1. The photo description
Students write four short sentences in French. There ~¢ 3 marks available fo:
only (response to stimulus). For each sentenr Ut zjts <an score between (
message is clearly communicated; fo, 100 irk 2@ message is partially comn
no rewardable communicatic.- - j 2

s

2. sl o "Q*’ -

7 (response to stimulus) and AO3 (linguistic knowledge and accu:
for AD2, students need to address all three bullet points, develop their idea:
clearly. To score in the top band for AO3, students must use varied vocabulzc ¢
grammatical structures, some connectives and use mostly accurate languag:
tolerated.

3. The 80-90-word task
Students choose between two questions. Note this is a crossover task (it is t)\
There are 18 marks available for this task. It is marked based on two criteria:
AO3 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy). To score in the top band for AO2, ¢!
bullet points, develop their ideas frequently and write in a mostly clear man:
AO3, students need to vary their vocabulary and grammatical structures. Thi
longer sentences with connectives. They must generally be successful at refe
events, and the language they use must be generi”\ - i« irate, although mint

2
e
&

4. The translation task Y
Students translate five thor smﬁf ‘J wiked sentences into French. There are |
It is marked based = * .0 “_iieria: AO2 (response to stimulus) and AO3 (lingt

Toscogetyl e - > Larid for AO2, students must ensure that the meaning ot
transla y)ho'ugh occasional lack of clarity may occur. To score in the top |

and granimatical structures used by students must be mostly accurate, altho

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

e ig
s S } 09
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Self- and peer-assessment gr|

Use the grids below to self- or peer-assess your written responses. Please note th

1. Photo description task:

¢
:
:

Have Ne 5
What the mark schem s vs ./ What |
you... i " 4
sl ;'_f, =
communic: ”Péi{} suntinformation? | write only about wha!
1 A A ”J ey
¢ ieated the information

W cloarly?
used complete sentences or clauses
(with a verb)?

include a subject anc .

2. 40-50-word task: iy

Have

you What the mark scheme says What |

e write at least on:

e what you have w!

addressed all three BP? the BP

®  BP2 must contain
the future time it

give extra details,

developed your ideas? e “e _ for example, you
- i gl a negative opinit

g ; y Ade e writeinawayth

respor. 'z - i, oi4asKin a mostly e useonly languag:

cet ot ensible manner? e ifyoutranslate i
- make sense?

> . o checkthatyoua:
used a variety of vocabulary and v .
e youcanreplace |

structures? -
préfere’, etc.
e write accurately
used simple and varied grammatical e check your verb:,
structures? e  forthe future, yo
voudrais’ + infinit
linked your sentences with ® use connectives ©
conjunctions/connectives? ‘parce que’, etc. COPYRIGHT
¢ whenyou havei PROTECTED
carefully
used mostly accurate language? , check sp.elllr.1g, a
v T etc.), adjective ag
o)) -e at the end of f¢
@ e the end of plural ig
N . 09
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3. 80-90-word task:

Have

you...

What the mark scheme says

What itm:

addressed all four bullet
points?

5 & w

s write at least one sentenc¢.
e what vou write must be re
s a iopinion and at lea:
©Jarce que’ or ‘car’)

o use the correct time fram:

- 2 7
frequenth: ﬂ”o;,;,»ydur
ideced L 7 e i

e give at least three or four |

re.,;.»ori)’d”éd to the taskina

Wcomprehensible manner?

e write in a way thatis easy
s if you translate it back into

used a variety of vocabulary
and grammatical structures?

e  avoid repetitions (use eac
e include different subject p
negatives, etc.

formed extended sentences?

e use arange of time phrass
mois prochain’, etc.)

®  use connectives (‘et’, ‘mai:
(‘tres’, ‘un peu’, ‘beaucou;
(‘en premier’, ‘ensuite’, “fiy

occasionally used complex
language?

e use a couple of more inter
structures but only if you ¢
e vyou could use relative clau

made successful use of
present, past and futu:j +
frames? 2t \ Y A

L A

e v jCrpresent, pastand
° _setheyin the right paragi
phrase? (remember, ‘deri
‘prochain/prochaine’ = fu.

d "J s

_ .‘)Jséd‘ generally accurate
=1 language?

¢ when you have finished, p

e check spelling, articles (un,
adjective agreements (usii
of feminine adjectives any
ones), etc.

4. Translation task:

Have

you...

What the mark scheme says

What it m¢

transferred the meaning
appropriately?

e translate the message like
consider word order care

translated the message
(mostly) clearly?

-
o

used gene=: ~ 4cry e

VA Yasd grammatical
W

st. .utures?

e do not leave any gaps
e ifv~. ranslate the messa¢
s 71 Yake sense?

' "when you have finished, p

e check your verbs (preseni

¢ check spelling, articles (un,
adjective agreements (usi!
of feminine adjectives ani
ones), etc.
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE Edexcel French: 2024 :

. ("
i "
Foundation Tier Practice Paper 3 7~

Name

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information:

e Answer all questions in the spaces providec v 1)

®  You should answer all of question wer, . uesioOn 4.

®  You should answer optien ur y Yood b for guestions 2 and 3.
*  Answer all questia <t “ruf and use full sentences.

-
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1. Describe the photo. Write four short sentences in French.

i
AN
8 6.
4 T A
,iw,f“# fﬂ,ﬁ”‘ ”
A o e
. 1
,wwwf
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Answer either Question 2(a) or Question 2(b)
Only answer one of these questions.

2. (a) Write a review of your school. 2. (b) Write areviey
You must include the following points: 7 ‘E, You mustinc
. . g f 1 -~
* adescription of your school o v i e wheret
e youropinionofthescho.lad, s - e yourop
e where you will ¢ 4 {'sr| Dol rTéxt year e whenyo!
e v
W, . ar \.,,swéfj in French. You should aim Write your ap
EeS e
to Letween 40 and 50 words. to write betv.
““““ [14 marks]
i o %
COPYRIGHT
.................................................................................................................................. PROTECTED

'9

a9
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Answer either Question 3(a) or Question 3(b)
Only answer one of these questions.

3. (a) Write to your friend about your 3. (b) Writetoyour
part-time job. ;
g5, 0 ; You must inclu:
You must include the following point=: ~ 1J5 e adescript
s adescription of your 10”* 8 ‘ ®  youropin:
s your oplmon of‘ ] pm ca y6/u work reasons
with, wii ', A or ol e whatyouc
. . tyr. uid at work yesterday e  anactivity
. . . job you will do in the future next wee:
Write your answer in French. You should aim Write your any
to write between 80 and 90 words. write between
[18 marks]
..................................................................................... e \
; w e
.................................................................................................................................. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

a9
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4. Translate the following five sentences into French.
(a) Ilivein avillage.

..................................................................... 1: ..f;:..» vw; i......‘.....................-n
-0 )
(b) There is a big park. - 4 =

(d) When I go to the city, | use public transport.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

) » . N ‘9
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ZigZag Practice Exc
Supporting GCSE Edexcel French: 2024 :

Non-write-on paper bl (o

" - e N j; .w
3

Foundation Tier Practice Paper 3 7~

Time allowed: 1 hour 15 minutes
The maximum mark for this paper is 50.

Information:

*  Answer all questions in your exercise book.

®  You should answer all of question 1 and question 4.

®  You should answer option a or option b for questicz~ * and 3.
e Answer all questions in French and use full ;@i 8p \ T

®  You must not use a dictionary. 3 7 ol

®  The marks for each questic +dt . _1“.\.»<7’ri’iriﬁbrackets.

.v’
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1. Describe the photo. Write four
short sentences in French.

(a) [2 marks]
(b) [2 marks]
(c) [2 marks]
(d) [2 marks]

i {,.y.f’
il ”{,&‘ :; =
S
Answer either Question 2(a) or Question 2(b)
Only answer one of these questions.
2. (a) Write areview of your school. 2. (b) Write arevie\
You must include the following points: You must inc
e adescription of your school e wheret
e your opinion of the school facilities | e yourop
» where you will go to school nextyear , » + ~ _ e whenyao
-
Write your answer in Frenck Y u . - Idaim Write your a}\
to write between 40 .. 7 ‘5‘{} uras. to write betw
A 4 e [14 marks]
\w'f ©
Answer either Question 3(a) or Question 3(b)
Only answer one of these questions.
3. (a) Write to your friend about your 3. (b) Writetoyour
part-time job.
You must inclut
You must include the following points: e adescript
e adescription of your job e youropin:
. yc?ukl" op'irlm“ion of one person you work re:sons . COPYRIGHT
with, with reasons e whatyou
* what you did at work yesterday *  anactivity PROTECTED
* what job you will do in the future : next wee
(15T
Write your answer in French. You el f'—ff‘j{n o Write your ans
to write between 80 and 27 4 ¢ "’d'f,) write between
~ -~ [18 marks] 9

Qg

Education

(c) The bakery is behind the post office.
(d) When I go to the city, | use public transport.
(e) Yesterday, | went to the market to buy meat.
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Preview of Questions Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of questions ends here to avoid students previewing
questions before they are set. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.



Practice Paper 1

1. (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

2. (a)

2. (b)

3. (a)

3. (b)

4. (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Indicative Content

Sur la photo, il y a quatre adolescents.
lIs sont dans un parc. |
lls jouent au foot. su{ HG
Iy a du soleil. e\ =4
i A\ A :
Sur cette applic s -, fj;.mré tous les jours des photos a ses amis. Je pa

. - .. application est géniale car elle est facile a utiliser et ¢

En ce moment, je regarde une émission de télé-réalité. Il y a dix personn
une maison. Je trouve cette émission assez intéressante donc je larega:
prochain, je vais regarder un film d’action avec ma famille.

Mon college est assez grand. Il y a plusieurs batiments et beaucoup de &
de piscine. J’adore mon professeur d’anglais car il est sympa et toujour:
devoirs. Hier, pendant la pause déjeuner, j’ai mangé avec mes amis puis
terrain de sport. C’était vraiment amusant ! La semaine prochaine, nou:
classe d’histoire. Je pense que ¢a va étre un peu ennuyeux !

J'habite dans une grande ville pres de Paris. Dans ma ville, il y a beauca
banque, mais il n’y a pas de boulangerie. Pendant les vacances, j’aime a!
mon petit frére parce que c’est vraiment intr';j? - 1. . La semaine derni¢
mes amis. Nous avons regardé une com r‘m“e; )“ﬁy.;iyellé n’était pas amusa:

dans un village car c’est plus ~@ .
),.»" g

" . ey o .
Vadore aller/is 5. 81 wacances.

L'année derniere, j’ai visité un chateau avec ma famille.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Preview of Answers Ends Here

This is a limited inspection copy. Sample of answers ends here to stop students looking up answers to
their assessments. See contents page for details of the rest of the resource.
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