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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has been developed to provide case studies and exam preparation material to support the GCSE
OCR B specification (J384) Topic 7: UK in the 21° Century.

This detailed case study is on The Iraq War, representing the UK’s political role in a global conflict.

The case study includes a main content section which can
be used as part of a lesson plan or distributed to students A webpage containing all the links listed in this
for self-guided research; a selection of ICT interactive links | resource is conveniently provided on ZigZag

to further students’ research around each topic and a set Education's website at zzed.uk/8867

of Springboard Images and discussion questions (also You may find this helpful for accessing the websites
available as a PPT file accessible by digital download) which | rather than typing in each URL.

makes a fantastic starter activity.

The exam preparation section which follows the case study contains a summary table, bringing together all of the
key facts and figures relating to the case study; rapid-fire revision questions (with answers) to help recall and
retention of the main points; and an exam-style question and mark scheme, written in the style of the OCR B
sample material, so that students can practice answering questions relating to case studies and applying relevant
knowledge in their answers.

The resource may be used as a source of reference for the required case studies for individual study, or for group
work leading to discussion or debate. Subheadings in the information sections are designed to enable tabulated
comparisons of social, economic and environmental impacts.

Other detailed case studies are available for this topic area and illustrate the UK’s position as an economic hub,
and through a study of food culture:

e Bristol, UK —an economic hub
e Curryinthe UK

' & A PowerPoint presentation containing the Springboard Images starter activity to accompany this
resource is available as a free digital download. Just register for free updates using the link below
,‘ to download all available content for your school or purchasing site.

November 2018

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other Geography resources your school
has purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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The Iraq War — The UK’s Political Role in a
Part 1 — Case Studies

Content

18
% i :; ™~
Pa 2 | ieen 2003 and 2011, war raged in Irag, killing th

 of the UK in this drawn-out and tragic war has been th

Introduction:
For eight lgg
civilians. 1
initial invas¥®:

Iraq Profile:

e Capital: Baghdad

e Size: 438,317 km?

e Location: Western Asia
[ ]

Neighbouring countries: Turkey, Iran, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Syria

Language: Arabic and Kurdish
Dominant religion: Islam
Economic and political stability: Poor

X

1991- 1998: Iraqi cooperation with regard to weapons inspection

X

December 1998: Operation Desert Fox - The USA and UK carry out a fc
attack on Iraq due to the country’s failure to comply with weapons

\_

~N

g
- ._‘.k‘.é.w=
'd . f“"ftjw

2002: Iraq still not full witn, :’{_tihy»vﬁ‘iih the UN in relation to weapon
%1 &l TR
| WOk ¢ usider Iragi threat to national security increase

i

W

e X

17th March 2003: President Bush gives Saddam Hussein 48 hours
20th March 2003: A coalition force, led by the USA and including UK forces, invades Iraq
\ other UN member states. The war begins.

~
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9th April 2003: Multinational forces overcome the Iraqi army; however, other groups wh
continue to fight.

19t August 2003: UN Headquarters in Iraq destroyed by suicid
13t December 2003: Saddam Hussein captured.

N

r
January 2004: The search for w

estruction is abandoned as it is realised tha
N

hvember 2006: Saddam Hussein sentenced to hang for committing ‘crim

January 2007: 20,000 additional US troops are sent to Iraq in an attempt to stabilise

Violence was still rife in Iraq due to civil unrest between the Sunnis and the Shia - the

19t August 2007: The deadliest event since the beginning of the war occurs as suicide
K Yazidis, a minority group in Iraq. Hundreds are killed and in

~
AN

September 2008: US forces hand the city of Anbar back to Iraqi control. This is the first e
The Iraq parliament passes a law a
November 2008: Barrack Obama is elected as US

. 1 forvoting in mostp
d vows to withdraw all

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

/ i
Mar t British troops withdraw from Iraq. However, the Navy continued to
_
~
A
f
21st November 2010: Coalition government formed in I
) X
-
18th December 2011: Last US troops return home. The war h
\

Y

December 2003 due to continued political and civil unrest in the country, COPYRIGHT
largely between the Sunnis and the Shia (two Islam denominations). PROTECTED
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look at the political role of the UK in this global conflict.
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Positions on the Iraqi Situation
Different countries had very different ideas about what was the most ap
situation in Iraq; while some countries supported using military action,
strongly opposed such a strategy. Due to the split in opinions between m
difficult for international peacekeeping organisations, such as the United
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), to develop a s y that all mem
UK was a key member of both the UN and NA]

UN Position on the Sit

in relation to weapons inspections, the situation was improving by 200
the UN was increasing.

While the United Nations was heavily involved with Iraq in the lead up
organisation was not a part of the invasion itself nor did it play a role in
Nations Security Council had not issued any decree explicitly allowing,
against Iraq, the UN instead agreed to consider expanding the timetabl
give Iraq a greater chance of complying with the UN’s orders.

USA Position on the Situation in Iraq:
The position of the USA, on the other b

In 2002 President Bush labelled Iraq as a ‘grave and gathe
that UN diplomacy was sufficient to deal with the percei
March Bush therefore gave Saddam Hussein 48 hours to 1
military attack would be launched. The US was the first c

the UN and use military force against Iraq, claiming they
emptive self-defence.

NATO Position on the Situation in Iraq:

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), just like the United N
maintaining international peace and security amon
of member states over the best approach to ¢ e
within the organisation. While the.(
force, other member sta

¢ /1 7ith the situation in
K were strongly cam
ce and Germany were strongly

The organiéation did, however, provide support to Turkey throughout
security concerns. NATO provided surveillance aircraft and missile def.
Turkish territory. NATO also assisted Poland during their occupation i
supporting logistics and communications.
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UK Position on the Situation in Iraq
The UK was left with a tough decision: to comply with the United Natio
force against Iraq as attempts to inspect Iraq’s weapons continued, or to
USA, in a military attack against the country.

to take place three days 1 y tarch. The UK sent 45,000 troop
of the war in 2003 an last UK troops were pulled out of the

Blair’s Justification for War
Tony Blair justified his decision for invading Iraq by arguing that Sadda
United Nations Resolutions and secretly developing weapons of mass d
assessments had been carried out by the UK that suggested Iraq still had
radiological, and nuclear weapons and Blair argued that this posed a sig
community. When giving his case in the House of Commons, Blair also s
responsibility to help the thousands of Iraqi civilians that were suffering
regime.

UK relationship with the US

Another key reason for Blair deciding to
support the USA in using military force
against Iraq, rather than waiting
United Nations inspection t:
its course, was th

The US and the UK had been allies ever
since the Second World War and Tony Blair
had established a good relationship with the
US President, George Bush (see figure 3).
Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks in New
York against the twin towers, the UK prime
minister made a promise to the US president
that the UK would stand ‘shoulder to
shoulder” with the US against global terrorism.

Figure 8: UK Prime Minist

The alliance’s “war on terror’ was strength sugcess of US and
Afghanistan in 2001 that led to Taliban, a political moveme
country. This success e reinforced the confidence of the UK
OVEICOME S’ i

Tony Blair #5e to join with the USA partly due to the concern that doi
longstanding and hugely beneficial relationship between the two countr
joining US military action the UK was in a better position to manipulate
Blair claimed that standing united with the USA against Iraq showed sol
was made in the best interest of the nation.
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There have been many criticisms for the UK’s justifications for war again:
threatened relationship between the UK and USA, it has been noted that
countries was not affected by the different approaches taken in the Vietn
Falklands (1982). Furthermore, there has been no significant impact on t
and countries such as Germany and France, who strongly opposed milit

It is also worth noting that while the UK and t! vwell as a numb
Spain, Poland and Australia) joined f ddam Hussein in Ir
were not the same. Up until th, itvasion, the USA was planning
change the governm the country: a harsh dictatorship that

i . reedom. The UK, on the other hand, stated tha
ensure Irad Inament. It could be argued that while the UK followed
force in Iraq, the UK did have its own reason for doing so.

The Chilcot Report
The devastation political and civil unrest that followed the invasion of Ir
discussed and the US and UK approach has been criticised both during t
Report, also known as the Iraq Inquiry, was issued in order to thoroughl
the Iraq War and to decide whether the decision to join the USA in using
justified. This report, which was issued in 2009 and published in 2016, ca
conclusions:
e  The circumstances under which the invasion of Iraq was made were
e There was no imminent threat to global security posed by Saddam
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.

e The intelligence assessments that sugges
therefore inaccurate.

The UK’s ab1hty to inflr;

acweapons of m

was not used as a last resort.
e The UK troops were not properly equipped when they were deploy
decision to take military action.
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Fact Table

Iraq war began:

20" March 2003

Iraq war ended:

Key countries involved:

} UK (a number of othe
coalition force — Poland, Spain a

Date of S4

13t December 2003

Initial US

for Iraq invasion:

——

Regime change

Initial UK goal for Iraq invasion:

Iraqi disarmament

UK’s reason for going to war:

Number of UK troops sent to Iraq: | 45,000
Number of US troops sent to Iraq: | 130,000

Did the war have the support of the No

UN?

Did the war have the support of No

NATO?

US President in 2003: George Bush
UK Prime Minister in 2003:

US President in 2011:

Intelligence Assessments i
developing weapons of ma
posed a significant threat t
e UK had aresponsibility to

under Saddam Hussein's ru
e The UK had formed a stron
the end of the Second Worl
minister did not want to da
supporting the USAinam

US reason for going to wa

believed to have.
¢  The diplomacy of the UN w
disarm.

The report conducted exploring the
UK’s decision to go to war in Iraq

The Chilcot Report or Iraq Inqu
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g0

United Nations

North Atlantic Treaty Or

1tary alliance of states acros
Created to facilitate international

An agency of the United Nations
international peace and safety.

Member states

Countries that are a part of an int;
organisation.

Geopolitical role

The part a country plays in an ev
geography and international rela

Weapons of mass destruction

Military armaments that can caus
damage. May be chemical, biolo
arms.

Dictatorship

A system of govemment whereb

Civil unrest

Coalitior

When two or more countries join
common goal.

Resolutions

A formal document expressing t
in an attempt to maintain interna

Military action

The attack of a country or area in
overpower and take control, usi

The name of the bond between t

Alli
tance have created a formal agreement
Ally A country that has formed an agr
Human Rights e
religions, nationalities, age,
Political Ez The ability to vote in general elec

government.

Intelligen®®Assessments

An investigation carried out by t

Global Security

Providing protection to the whol
of all people in all countries.
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Useful Websites

ICT Interactive Page

1 Rather than type out thes

¥

http://ucdp.uu.se/#country/645
Take a look at this website sher
periods of the Iraq’

) er of deaths that occur
niatch up the peaks in deaths with

7% https:! rg/timeline/iraq-war
This in§ ve timeline outlines the key events throughout the Iraq
alongside the website listed above.

Useful Videos

Y% https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2t0j37P6HXk
This video by The Guardian provides a good summary of the Iraq W
was issued.

Y0 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPCTBXse80c

New Stories

Take a look at Tony Blair putting forward his case for the invasion o
he gives for using military force against Iraq.

B

y/hi/dates/stories/march/20/newsid

http://mews.bbc.c
t vs report from March 2003, note the differing

http://www.bbc.co.uk/mews/uk-politics-36712735
This BBC news report was published in 2016 just after the Chilcot R
noting the findings of the report and how Tony Blair responds.
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1O

Springboard 1 — The UK and US Relationship

Who are the two men in the photograph?
When did the alliance between the USA and UK begin?
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the geopolitical role it played in the Iraq War?
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] [ Springboard 3 -The Chilcot Report

portray the UK’s geopolitical role in the Iraq War.
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Springboard 1

Springboard Suggested Answers

Tony Blair and George Bush

After the Second World W.

Blair was co ; ot supporting the USA in milit
damaged.
promised to stand ‘shoulder to shoulder” with the

The USA and UK had successfully fought the “war on terror’
down the Taliban in that country. This gave the alliance conf
Tony Blair has been criticised for not being completely open
much his decision to go to war with Iraq was influenced by h
alliance between the UK and USA.
The UK largely followed US lead in the invasion against Iraq

Springboard 2

An international body aimed towards establishing and mainta
international cooperation.

To withhold using military force until the #!
course.

To expand the timetabl
Cooperation with

onuimspection if necessary.
roving so there was the possibi

majority of the member states were not willing to vote in supp
against Iraq in 2003.

The UK had to decide whether to support the decisions of the
UN recommendations and join the US in military action.

The invasion of Iraq and following war did not have the supp
international organisation did not support using military force
Tony Blair originally wanted to follow the guidelines of the U
timetable for weapons inspections. When the USA decided to

GCSE OCR B Case Studies — Topic 7: The UK in the 215 Century: The Iraqg War
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Springboard 3:

e Many people did not support Tony Blair’s decision.

¢ One sign has a monetary figure on it — implying the public are
money that is being spent on the war in Iraq.

e They think the British troops should return home — as shown

» The “Grim Reaper Tax Collector” implieg taxes the pub

e Iraq posed no imminent threat to global security at the time of

e The intelligence services that reported Iraq had weapons of m

2. and therefore incorrect.

e The UK overestimated its ability to alter the US strategy in Ira

e A lack of post-invasion planning resulted in civil and political
the deaths of thousands of civilians and troops.

e Theinvasion was made before all attempts at peaceful disarm
action was not used as a last resort.

e The UK troops were not properly equipped when they were d
rushed decision to take military action.
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Part 2 — Exam Preparation

Summary

strong allia\G@#®etween the USA and the UK contributed largely to Blair
proved to be a strong and beneficial ally to the UK ever since the Second
that a fear of damaging the bond with this valued ally was a key reason
invasion of Iraq.

Tony Blair’s justifications for going to war expanded beyond a desire to
USA, however. The intelligence assessments carried out by the UK impli
developing weapons of mass destruction in Iraq and posed a serious thr
weapons inspections in Iraq had been significantly hindered this increas
the invasion. Blair also maintained that the UK had a responsibility to he
were suffering under the harsh and restrictive dictatorship of Saddam H

the majoritv cgalJ
Council di 7”;&C SS
disarm Irac\e #PUN instead was prepared to extend the timetable for w.
wait until this timetable had run its course before military action against
member states were also of split opinions meaning that the organisation
the war when providing support to Turkey and Poland.

While the USA was the key driving force, that initiated the 48-hour ultim
Hussein and first declared they would take military action against the st
and was an important driving force behind the invasion of Iraq. Howeve
the USA had more than double the amount of troops sent to Afghanistan

deployed a great many more troops than anuz. ierent nations,
troops as the USA, the nation that ins

UK, howe; 24 UK still had a military presence in Iraq, with t
stable, pro¢ and democratic nation through the use of military act
back to Iraq to fight against the Islamic State in an attempt to help bring
This shows that even years after the end of the Iraq War, the UK still has
stabilise Irag.

GCSE OCR B Case Studies — Topic 7: The UK in the 215 Century: The Iraqg War Page 14
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Quick-fire Questions

1L mvasion of Iraq happen?
2. | When did the war in Iraq end?
3. | How many British troops were sent to Iraq?
4 What year did the last British troops return h
" | from Iraq?
5 What country led the my
" | onIraq?
Whd!
6- . B\ ¢
invaa¥
. At the start of the war, what system of government
" | was running in Iraq?
3 How long had the UK and USA been strong allies
" | for?
What was realised in January
9. | serious questions ov =
should have be~ ?
the document, published in
10. estigated the UK’s role in the Iraq

GCSE OCR B Case Studies — Topic 7: The UK in the 215t Century: The Iraq War

Page 15 of

AdOD NOILOIdSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

Qg

Education



Quick-fire Answers

1. asion of Iraq happen? 20™ March 2003 (/)
2. ” the war in Iraq end? 18" December 2011 -U
3. | How many British troops were sent to Iraq? 45,000 I I l
What year did the last British troops return home ( )
4. 2009
from Iraq? . _l
5. W h‘at country led the multi-national ml%ltar USA ==
against Iraq O
6. Who were the foreign tr when they Suddam Hussein
invaded Iraq? Z
” Attl iy e war, what system of government Dictatorship
Was I\ in Iraq?
8. gl(_);/v long had the UK and USA been strong allies Since the Second World War ‘ > COPYRIGHT
' PROTECTED
What was realised in January 2004 that raised seri O
9. | questions over whether a military attack sho Iraq had no weapons of mas Ig
been launched on Iraq? '-U Gg
What weetheant 80 B o blihed _< Education
at wa ‘document, published in .
10. 2013 the UK’s role in the Iraq War? The Chilcot Report or Iraq Inqui

GCSE OCR B Case Studies — Topic 7: The UK in the 215t Century: The Iraq War Page 16 of




(NATO)?
3. Howdid thel

: e main findings of the report that was published in 201
UK in the Iraq War?
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Extension Answers

1. e Continue agreements with Iraq regarding weapons mspectlons
Expand the tlmetable for weapons mspectlons

3. e  The UK and USA had been allies since the Second World War.
e  Blair was concerned that by not supporting the USA in military action a

be damaged.

e  Blair had promised to stand ‘shoulder to shoulder’ with the USA after t

e  The USA and UK had successfully fought the ‘war on terror’ in Afghan

in that country. This gave the alliance confidence in their invasion of Ir

4. o  Circumstances under which an attack on Iraq was made were not satisf
e Iraq posed no imminent threat to global security in 2003.

o  The intelligence services that reported Iraq had weapons of mass destru

incorrect.

e  The UK overestimated its ability to alter th

e  There was a significant lack of post-ir

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

5. e Inorder to disarm Iraq/ destroy weapons of mass destruction.
e In order to maintain relationships with the USA.
¢  Toremove Saddam Hussein from power.
e  Toremove the threat of Iraq as a threat to global security.
e To help the Iraqi civilians who were suffering under Saddam Hussein's
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Evaluate what role the UK has played in a global conflict.
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Level Marking

Level Mark Description

e The student evidences basic knowledge
e The student evidences limited understan

exist between places, environments and
1 1-2 e Alimited ability to ev ‘e is evidenced
knowledge an ’
The ideas

dent evidences some knowledge
he student evidences good understand
exist between places, environments and

2 + Areasonable ability to evaluate is eviden
application of knowledge and understand
e The ideas expressed by the student are
e A named example is provided with some
¢ The student evidences thorough knowle
(AO1T)
e The student evidences a firm understand
3 5.6 exist between places, environments and
e A strong ability to evaluate is evidenced
knowledge and understanding. (A03)
e |deas expressed by the student are in-de
e A named example and place-specific det

Indicative Content:
e The student must discuss the role the UK

Suggested Content:
e Tony Blair was th

posec 1i

ister who made the decision to join
hat Iraq was believed to have weapon
10 the global community.

o The URZE#® a key member state in both the United Nations and NA
organisations that were committed to peacefully resolving the proble
the run up to the invasion Blair maintained he wanted to follow UN g
situation in Iraq peacefully.

o The USA was responsible for leading the invasion of Iraq. The UK h
USA and a desire to maintain this relationship is considered to be o
the UK to invade Iraq alongside the USA.

e The UK played a significant role in the invasion of Iraq and ensuing
greater role. The last US troops not being pulled out of Irag until two
troops, and the USA sent more than double the number of troops to

e Blair hoped that by joining the US military attack in Iraq, the UK wou
strategy taken. The Chilcot Report concluded that the UK’s ability to
overestimated and the UK ended up having little.:=: ence on the str.
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