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Teacher’s Introduction

This study guide has been written to accompany the reading and revision of Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha as a text for CCEA English
Literature Unit 1: The Study of Prose. The text can also be used as a controlled assessment task for CCEA English Language
Unit 3, Task 2: The Study of Written Language.

How to Use this Study Guide

The book is not divided up into chapters, therefore, the summaries will focus on the different sections of the book with page
numbers provided. There are four main sections which contain summaries followed by a detailed analysis of different
aspects of the text. This guide is designed to provide a thorough understanding of all aspects of the novel. It begins with a
section that gives some background information about the novel and the writer, Roddy Doyle, including a link to an
informative interview with Roddy Doyle. There is then a summary of the novel’s key plot points to ensure that students are
familiarised with the main events of the text, followed by a section that briefly introduces the novel’s key characters, and
how they are connected to one another.

As the novel does not follow a conventional plot and is not broken into chapters, the main bulk of the guide, which contains
summaries of events in the novel, is divided up into sections. The end of each section focuses on themes and ideas, with an
end of section glossary and questions. Some sections also include creative writing activities which aim to explore characters’
feelings in the novel. The final part of the pack focuses on exam and Controlled Assessment preparation.

Features Section Reference

The key events Key Plot Points

e Character List and Relationships
e Character Analyses
e Building Character Profiles

Key characters and why they are important, their characteristics,
characterisation techniques used by the author and relationships in the novel

Detailed commentaries on key themes, literary techniques, interpretations,

. . . Section Summaries and Analyses
contextual influence and important quotations for every chapter ¥

The author’s choices of language, structure and form across the novel as a

whole and how these choices affect the reader * language Structure and Form

Analyses of key ideas, themes and settings across the novel and why they are | o Ideas, Themes and Settings
important e Theme Development

Key historical, cultural and social contextual points and how they influence

* Historical, Cultural and Social Context*
the novel as a whole

e Revising Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha

Getting the most out of revision time
8 e Sample Essays/Plan and Response

e General Guidance on Writing Essays
How to approach the exam and/or Controlled Assessments e Lliterature Exam Information
e Sample Exam Questions

* Please note: AO4 (context) is not assessed in this exam. However, it’s good to know about the novel’s background and
context to help students to build their own interpretations (for AO1).

Edition of the Text
The text edition used throughout this guide is: Doyle, R, Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha, Minerva Fiction, 1993

Acknowledgements:
Thanks to Lewis Gilliard for the original illustrations throughout.
September 2017

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates* made
to this resource or other English resources your school has purchased,

and details of any promotions for your subject.
* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Specification Information

Literature Notes
Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha is a prescribed text for the CCEA English Literature specif
to the requirements of the specifications for GCSE Literature for this exam board

The summary grid below indicates how Paddy Clarke *

7 will be assessed.

ction A: Novel

Exam: one question from a choice of two.

This is part of an external examination and worth 20% of GCSE marks.
Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha is Unit 1: The Study of Prose — Section A: Novel.
The exam is 1 hour 45 minutes long. You should spend 1 hour on this secti
There is a choice of two essay questions, from which you choose one.

It is a closed-book examination.

AN N N NN

Assessment Objectives

AO1 Respond to texts critically and imaginatively, and select and evaluate r
and support interpretations.

AO2 Explain how language, structure and form contribute to writers’ prese
settings.

Language Notes
Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha can be used as a text f-rt /@ - rolled Assessment task
guide has been written to meetrequiz . r & L | r L‘l‘t"é“rature, although Language
explores: P

e reading and und=ort Ay axts

e develcggiylte . “c.ations of writer’s ideas and perspectives

e evaluay .;inguistic, structural and presentational features to achieve ef

English Language

Unit 3: Task 2 — The Study of Written Language

Controlled Assessment

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha Study Guide for GCSE CCEA English Literature Page 2 of 57
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Background Information — Roddy

Note: AO4 (context) is not assessed in this exam. However, it's good to know
and context to help you inform your interpretations {which you'll need to do f

Roddy Doyle was born in Dublin in 1958. After goi~~ o ;-,?:j:i’.‘}e;sity {where he
gained a General Arts degree) he taught Fr¢ '~ - a + seography for fourteen yea
in north Dublin. He wrote durin ‘" £ :H‘ﬁjglcéreer and now writes full-time.

, 14 :2nts, was pubhshed in 1987. It was successful and
; 1@3‘0 T Jirmin 1992. The Snapper was published in 1890, followed
A.--~’i“he three stories were set in the fictional Barrytown and

featured in a collection called The Barrytown Trilogy.

Roddy and Paddy

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha was published in 1993 and won the Booker Prize. His
writing is based on aspects of life in Ireland, particularly involving working-class
characters and experiences. His themes and characters centre on the lives of Iri
people.

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha is about a boy growing up in Ireland in the 1960s. Most

are about life there: particularly for the working classes. When the story begins,
Through Paddy’s story, the reader grows familiar with what life was like in the 1

Elements of the story may be autobiographical mixed with f'r jon. Like most of

Ha Ha is set in the fictional Barrytown. y- 4

the f¢ Zég‘ca imk zzed.uk/8021-Doyle

Roddy Doyle reveals that he was influenced by William Golding’s classic novel Lo
Like Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha the novel is about a group of boys and the mischief
themselves. Both novels explore the possible cruel nature of boys in gangs —inc
each other and killing creatures. Links between Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha and Lord
e  Rules — both conforming to and breaking them

e  The effect of authority, order and routine

e Boys’ cruelty

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha Study Guide for GCSE CCEA English Literature Page 3 0of 57
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Key Plot Points

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha is a novel which recounts the events of Paddy, a 10-year:
1960s, and his changing relationships with his younger brother, his gang, his pa

e  Paddy (the narrator and protagonist) and his gang — Kevin, Liam, Aidan an
regularly trespass on a building site in their home town and the gang get u
neighbourhood of Barrytown. They run away after creating a fire on the b
occasion the boys force Sinbad to put lighter fuel in k2 outh and his lips

e sits on the stairs and

e  One night, Paddy overhears his pare

e  Paddy describes sch o . G fH‘éJcinema shows which take place there.
Viking on ) o dils arat they give it a Viking-style funeral. Paddy al

the ‘Gr :tlonai’ in which the boys jump over their neighbours’ fences

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

@

e When Paddy's father buys a new car, he takes the whole family out for a p
between his parents.

e Paddy names the boys from the Corporation houses as ‘slum scum’ —the g
towards them.

e  ‘The swear word game’ involves the boys sitting in a circle while Kevin carr

into leaving the circle, upset, after saying hurtful comments about his dea COPYRIGHT
e  The boys start to travel further afield on their bikes. They steal from shop PROTECTED

magazines only to see his mother who reports what : - ‘appened to his f

and Sinbad for their partsintheevent. = =~

=7

e One morning, when Padd\"v A5 3 a is amazed to find that the washing i
been done. This mz = & "y anxious — he is used to the security of famil 9
Tf . 4
: @;3@ new boys at school from the Corporation estate: Sean Whel
by Mr HEFihessey because he’s not focusing — he was looking at Sean Whe
Sean. They have a fight after school but Charles Leavy joins in and kicks Pa
that nobody supports him — not even Kevin who stands by and watches.

)

Education
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e  Paddy locks Sinbad into a suitcase at home but panics when he realises tha
He rushes to get his father, who opens the case. Sinbad does not react. Pa
older — he no longer needs to use the night-light and this bothers Paddy.

e  Paddy hears a smacking sound and his mum goes straight to her room. Pad
arguing by staying awake and working on his homework. .

e  When Aidan gets stuck in some mud the pan /m 1l( a at 1t’s funny but then
brings his dad to help Aidan. .

® The boys are cavait Aol _sawdust from the butcher for tan McEvoy’s gu
hin L hozd "chop from a leg of beef. He warns them that he wil
steahng from him again.

catche?

e Mr Hennessey shows Paddy Sinbad’s work which is smeared by his tears. P
must be affected as well. One morning Paddy’s mother does not get up to
They have to get their own however when Paddy returns home, things hav
parents fight regularly now and Paddy tries to talk to Sinbad about it. Sinba
called his real name from now on.

e  One day in school Paddy falls asleep at his desk. Mr Hennessey carries him
he wakes up. His friends want to talk to him about it, but Paddy only wants

e  Paddy becomes drawn to Charles Leavy who appears tough and doesn’t car
him. One night Paddy’s father does not return after work. The next day Pa
play truant from school and follows Charles Leavy, whc‘ t uants regularly. H
back and gets into an argument with Kevin. T"‘? w “vav - a fight which Pad

The rest of the gang turn on Paddy ton, " -a S ey follow Kevin. Paddy b:

boycott him but does not care. < v ; awmer leaves. The other boys sing
however Paddy sees b g klds — he has had a lot of growing up to

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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Introducing the Key Characte

Paddy Clarke

Paddy is the main character and the narrator of the story. He experiences both
and friendship changes as the novel progresses. The majeri’  of the novel is abo
Paddy’s light-hearted exploits with his gang but th-.» sr srn., darker towards t
end when Paddy’s dad leaves the family. ™ * ¢ - orthe novel Paddy seems ¢
and is much more emotionally m=7.. * __ ~_&sUlt of his experiences and is ready
take on the role of ‘the m 7 - ; x L ouse.’

Paddy’s younger brother Francis is nicknamed Sinbad by Pad
later in the novel Sinbad asks to be called by his proper nam
this point in the novel, both boys are going through a period
parents keep arguing and it looks like they will separate. Pa
his younger brother to eventually realising that he loves him

Kevin

Kevin is Paddy’s best friend throughout the majority of the novel however Padd
question his behaviour when he sees Kevin picking on Liam and Aidan because t
from a single parent family. Eventually Paddy sees that Kevin will treat him the
and that they were never really friends so he breaks their friendship and they ha
Kevin turns all the other boys in the class against him by the < ad of the story.

o

T fie two brothers are in the boys’ gang but
torments from Kevin and Paddy. Itis only w
regularly that Paddy starts to understand w
dysfunctional home and then be treated wi

Mr Clarke

Paddy’s dad becomes a distant figure to the boys as the novel progresses. He n
be disturbed and spends a lot of time reading the newspaper. Paddy can’t unde
his parents fight and when he witnesses his dad hit his mum on the shoulder, hi
soon after. Atthe end of the novel, Paddy speaks to his dad formally when he v
Christmas. This shows the distance which has grown between them.

Mrs Clarke

Paddy is close to his mum and goes to her.when he has hurt
children in the Clarke household. = -y f'jm't understand w
shortly after he sees his ded | 4t ~24um that his dad leaves

: 'jadéj\"/:"sﬁschool teacher who maintains order and discipline in cl
strict but theS’Arespect him because they learn. Mr Hennessey tells Paddy to
mum about Sinbad’s tears staining his work. However, when Paddy falls asleep
being awake all night, Mr Hennessey takes him to the Headmaster’s room to sle
Paddy’s home life is falling apart, Mr Hennessey’s class room is the only place w

experiences a calm routine.

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha Study Guide for GCSE CCEA English Literature Page 6 of 57
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Relationship Map

Paddy Clarke
Paddy’s younger Paddy’s parents
brother Francis, The tension between them affects Paddy’s
aka Sinbad relationships throughout the novel

Sinbad  Paddy’s high school Mrand 75 larke Br
teacher ;A

Mr Hennessey Liam

The Boys’ Gang
The boys regularly get up to mischief around the local neigh

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha Study Guide for GCSE CCEA English Literature Page 7 of 57

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

)

Education




Section Summaries and Analy

Section 1, pp. 1-83
What is this chapter about?

The novel’s opening is made up of a series of anecdotes abe!s :Paddy’s childhoo
consciousness as Paddy’s mind jumps from one stow & ot zr. Itis mostly lig
tension which develops throughout the nov=! “Th r Dwf s opening is a direct ¢
shows Paddy’s gradual transformati . . » t[; Auvel progresses

i

&\zﬁu }f the Boys

The narratlv'uégms in the present tense, creating a sense of both reality and i
opening of the novel ‘Kevin stopped at a gate and bashed it with his stick’ (p. 1)
feel an immediate involvement. This quotation is also an early indication of Kev
he likes to be in control of the others in his gang (he is always the leader or ‘the
uses a weapon in a ‘game’ later on in the novel. Another early indication of Kev
when he ‘pushed Liam’ (p. 2). As the novel progresses, we see how Kevin regul

Liam and this is part of the reason why Paddy’s friendship breaks down with him

James O’ Keefe is a naughty boy in Paddy’s class who is regularly in trouble with
for his antics. He is introduced in the very first page of the novel, in one of Padd
light-hearted anecdotes about school life: ‘Mister Hennessey, hated James O’ K
Despite being so naughty, James is not a prominent member of the gang and is,
minor character throughout the novel.

/ Dovle he ‘dn X ,,oed how one of his infl

Teacher’s Tip P N e the novel was William Golding’

4

. LFiies (see ‘Active Learning’ in the sectio
Doyle) — the cruelty in boys’ nature —a
antics when they are together without
novel. They light fires and are cruel to
of the Flies as order disintegrates when
together on an island.

It's important to be 2.0
Paddy's thogmts = = 1 ;.
well as h {eWeg o1 saips, at the

start o X2gg#ovel as they

changg as the novel
progresses. You should have

your own ideas about how and

why Paddy changes as the
novel develops. You may need
to contrast Paddy’s character,

or write about how he

changes, throughout the novel.

However, despite the cruelty, Doyle als
For example, when Paddy and Kevin di
they think that it is a good thing as the
better treatment at school. However,
differently as a result of his family exper::

How Sinbad is Presented
A subtle indication of Sinbad’s personality is when Paddy sees;how Sinbad ‘starte:
sensitivity straightaway as he is upset by Paddy’s and V'*x ‘s liscussion about h
Furthermore, when Paddy describes how ‘We 'ef* sin > cauck in the hedge an
this is another indication of the boys’ catziir ¢ d i also serves as a contrast wh
begin to r%‘ r ‘t\ ¥ 3 as hIS brother. At the start of the nov

However, Paddy’s sense of responsibility towards his brotk:;
out of the hedge after Sinbad says that he will tell their mot:
‘pecking order’ in the gang: Kevin is the leader, Liam, Aida

It is important to Paddy that he is seen as having contro
3y was terrible; in front of the others, | couldn’t sort out

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha Study Guide for GCSE CCEA English Literature Page 8 of 57
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Paddy’s Growing Awareness

Paddy is aware of this pecking order. An example of this is when he
creates the game ‘Father Damian and the Lepers.” He deliberately doesn’t
include Kevin because he knows that he would be Father Damian. He
describes how ‘it was my story’ (p. 51) and how he ‘got the McCarthy twins
and Willy Hancock’ {p. 51).

The Changing Setting :
Parallel to Paddy changing throughout ﬂ* > 1 e ettmg changes too.
In flctlonal Barrytown building v g place The landscape is

o B {ike ‘the road was going to be a main
v R }_; “the landscape develops as a result of building

N rémains the same throughout the novel — there are

constant devprhents and changes in both settings and relationships.
New Corporation houses are built — again, this becomes significant later in
the novel when there are two new arrivals in Paddy’s class who have

arrived as a result of these new developments.

sl WO

Paddy’s Home Life
Paddy’s closeness and love for his mum is shown when he rushes to her after h
that he has been stung by a jellyfish: ‘l wanted a hug and ocintment and a banda
(p. 18). He benefits from a supportive, caring home environment which he take
for granted at the start of the novel. He also takes pride in his polishing routine
every Sunday. In one of Paddy’s anecdotes we learn that his mother had a
stillborn child — perhaps this is one of the reasons why his parents argue so
regularly and for the tension between them. As the story is toid from Paddy’s
perspective, we do not know. :

When Paddy’s structured home life besi s+ . apart, Paddy starts to feel anxi
what Liam and Aidan have gor’ 2aroly ~after the loss of their mother, the br
family.” Paddy likes gni. * «n S chelr house because ‘messing on the sofa w
E . _serr house ‘was better for playing in’ (p. 34). Although
 nor regular meals for the boys: ‘they had crisps every lunch’
to Paddy but When fater in in the novel, he and Sinbad have crisp sandwiches, P
also knows that Kevin’s attitude towards him will change when his parents even
split up. He will become the target for jokes, just like Liam and Aidan.

Before his parents’ break up, Paddy is close to his father, who takes him to the libra
teaches him about conflicts taking place around the world. However, even in the e
stages of the novel, the ‘warning signs’ are there. Paddy describes how ‘he’d be m
now and again, really mean for no reason’ (p. 37) and how ‘he mostly sat in his chai
(p. 37). These are both early indications of Paddy’s father’s eventual distance from
family.

His parents” arguments are first described on p. 42 when D ‘ ¥ hears them one
He whispers for them to stop and they do so, s0 P' T 4 '3 tiinks: ‘it had work
forced them to stop.” (p. 42). s

Indications of Paddy’s grr‘ % f, ‘ f awareness are subtly shown. The gang
into a local noggbo 7 1in,'Miss Kiernan's, regularly, and head butt her kni
T — on the washing line. However, when Paddy se
in the local shop he experiences a sense of guil
fear about getting caught: ‘My face went hot.
was going to see me and catch me. She’d kno
60). He even worries that she would come to

A person WhOl deser’[s and

betrays an organisation,
country, or set of principles

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha Study Guide for GCSE CCEA English Literature Page 9 of 57
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Cruelty

The theme of cruelty develops when Paddy kills a rat. Rather than feel sorry, th
twitch with a detached interest before giving it a ‘Viking-style’ funeral. Again, p
their level of cruelty and how Golding presents cruelty in ‘Lord of the Flies’.

The boys also play games which are often dangerous. When the boys play ‘Gran
of the chase — sometimes they are chased by the garden o rer. However, des
out as the novel progresses and Paddy’s tone bec” i 5 j:h rore serious. Thr
showing how Paddy has to grow up prerm .. = 1aw esult of his parents’ break

Key Quotations

Quotation A

The boys’ innocence is estab
1 ‘Liam and Aidan had a dead mother.” | this sounds good because th
class) gets ‘special treatmen

The effect of the boys’ cruel
15 ‘he had no lips’ mum has to tie Sinbad to a c
lips which have been scabbe

They want some Adidas foot
Paddy doesn’t believe in San
because his mum has asked

up.

31 ‘only kids believed in him’

P*'“‘ e vted a drink of wa
,_‘,..-m argumg downstairs.
‘“regular occurrence.

‘They were having another of their
fights.’

42

This line and section is an ea
break away from Kevin. The
aware of his friend’s control
always in the leader role for

51

Another example of Paddy’s
‘My face went hot. She was going to | character is revealed when h
see me and catch me. She’d know’ going to confront him over h
the local shop.

60

s
Did you know?
Geronimo lived between 1829 and 1909, and was an i~.. rtant leader of th
fought against Mexico and the US for their exr, 2 10 fxtc, Apache tribal lan
Apache Wars. ‘Geronimo” was the name o “him during a battle with M
by a Mexican group of soldie:..x 1« b5 mother wife and children, he join
: v.exacans He built a career as a war chief.
%@
xon g

#y  Practicie®say Quesnon

How does Doyle present Paddy to the reader? Focus on:
e  his use of language

¢ his family and friends

e the stories he tells

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha Study Guide for GCSE CCEA English Literature Page 10 of 57
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I - Active Learning

1} How do we know that there is tension between Paddy’s parents? Find two
them:

Tension between Paddy’s parents Quotation from

2) In what ways are your own school experiences now different to Paddy’s exp
any similarities at all? You should discuss and record your ideas first.

3) What are your impressions of Kevin? What is the relationship like between
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4) What are your feelings about the way that Sinbad is treated by the rest of t
support your ideas.

5) How do we know that the story is being told by a ten year old? Think of at |
focusing on areas like Paddy’s use of language and the way in which he tells
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Section 2, pp. 83-153
What is this section about?

This section captures the affection which Paddy feels for his dad at this stage in
novel, the ever-growing changes in his town and therefore his shrinking territo

Why is this section important?

Cruelty and Tension i
It is important to become aware (* 2 Lqs tone changes slightly in this sec
between his parents deve!s . . ’, »dctmg to the changes going on in his famil
Paddy’s fathe. '<e; L r a ]:)ICI’\IC to Dollymount Paddy notices the distan

raining. Eve\g® aﬁs early stage of the novel, Doyle reveals Paddy’s awareness a
towards the developments between his parents.

More of Kevin’s character is revealed in the scene when the boys play in the water
in one of the water pipes so Paddy goes in to ‘rescue’ (p. 107) him. When he finds
silently agree to hide there. But, unexpectedly, Kevin grabs him roughly by the gen
hurts him. Kevin’s cruel streak is revealed through his actions; he likes to hurt othe
gang and often instigates such cruel events such as when the boys shove Aidan in a
pelt him with mud (another example of the boys’ cruelty to each other).

Again, this act of cruelty is similar to the boy
. q singling a boy out and abusing him. Further
Discuss... between Kevin and the cruel leader in Lord
To what extent do you control othersand he . « érs both use wea
feel that Paddy is ‘How do you Lu ’» b £ 507 That was Kevin.’
influenced by Kevin Yy 5 &
throughout the mqjorify L0y x_mws us Kevin's cruel nature through
of the novel? To W”‘( ' “doesn’t come as a surprise when Paddy dec
friends with him later in the story. This culm
Paddy would have won if it had not ended p
this, which is why he starts a ‘boycott’ campa:
events throughout the novel reveal Kevin's |

-

Kevin and the Gang

Kevin also has status in the group because he has an older brother, Martin. The
are allowed to watch Kevin’s brother’s friend use his Scalextric set from the win
outside. However, ‘Kevin got in once, because of his brother’ (p. 113).

The gang look down on the boys from the new Corporation houses. When Padd
them ‘Slum scum’ (p. 118) his mum hits him. When one of the Corporation boy
to join in playing football on the field, Paddy sees that ‘he was younger than me
smaller’ (p. 120). He also ‘pushes him hard’ {p. 120} and ‘kick’;d him’ (p. 121). P

treatment of the Corporation boy is cruel; however. e .1 _ai ¢ his attitude tow
them changes as a result of his own changine ¢irc m ,.«cas Also it is importa

consider: to what extent is Paddy s holux ﬂc o Iuenced by Kevin?

Another example of I’ ., fa s as the group’s leader is shown in ‘the swear
becomes ty 1?9‘3 oo tr :ough this scene is humorous, it also has dark elements
between the{ggy ’ 5<:ters and the boys in Lord of the Flies such as the bullying, vi
Kevin. Doyle emphas:ses Kevin’s cruelty when he singles Liam out and hits him
Kevin and leaves, Paddy describes how ‘it was good being in the circle, better th
131). This quote is significant as it shows how Paddy feels about the importanc
stage of the novel he does not want to be an outsider. This contrasts with later
to boycott him and he becomes an outsider, but does not care.
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Doyle shows the changing nature of Paddy as Paddy gradually becomes more aw
begins to dislike him. A subtle example of this is when Paddy compares Kevin to
Kevin refuses to be hit by the poker, indicating that Kevin thinks of himself as th
the gang.

Paddy’s Growing Awareness

Most of this section is similar to Section 1 because both f-. . on what the boys
the Grand National and building huts. Remember ..« ‘f':"'a/ we start of this sectio
because he is the most daring —itis Kevi> ., - ‘e ..ates the furthest into the wa
he begins to question him more 7 LJ develops.

The Boys’ Co¥Ql -
‘ ;ou't the cruelty within the boys’ gang — first the boys are cruel
to animals aru»-"z"’l"ﬁaily, they do not think about the impact of their behaviour on

‘Corporation houses’ or the neighbours.

There are lots of examples of the boys’ cruelty throughout the story, two examp
guestioning David Geraghty about his polio in front of the other boys when they
inspection, and Paddy describing how the gang would push bees into the tar on

The ‘pecking order’ in the gang is linked with age: the youngest boys in the gang
picked on by the others. Aidan and Sinbad are singled out at different times and

The boys also target any areas which make the boys vulnerable: both Paddy and
Aidan both come from a single-parent family.

Key Quotations

Page

Kevin is shown to be
gang. Parallels can
and Jack’s in Lord of
both come up with i
other boys. Both ha

This is an important
eventually happens
gang and becomes i

112

‘it was good being in the circle, better than

131 . L
where Liam was going

. ) . Again, Paddy’s grow
133 He wouldn’t take his turn. He had to be the This is important wit

high priest all the time. when Paddy breaks

# Practice Essay Question

How are Paddy’s relationships with others presen* .1 n

e his relationship with his parents
¢ his friendship with Kevin ‘)
U how he behaves in th3:-

. 5 sction of the novel

i
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I > Active Learning

1} How is religion presented in this section? Use the PEE table to help you to

Point about how religion is Evidence — Quotation from the
presented text {and page number)

2) Discuss with your partner how tension between Paddy’s parents is shown
and quotations below, ready to feed back to the rest of your group.
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3) There are more examples of the bays’ cruelty in this section. Working from
many examples of the boys’ cruelty to each other and others as you can. Y
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4) How does Paddy’s attitude start to change towards Kevin? Focus on how
of this section in the medical inspection, how Kevin treats Paddy in the wat
towards the rest of the gang during the ‘swear word game’.

5) It was good being in the circle, beft:: n ':w,‘,u;«“e I.ﬂfc'xm was going’ (Paddy,
show about Paddy’s feelinr 4wt 4 .".4in and the gang?
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Section 3, pp. 153-211
What is this section about?

Paddy describes various elements of his life in this section: his changing attitude
behaviour and the tension between his parents. He also reveals how the gang h
Corporation houses who have joined their class.

7

However, Paddy is changing: he is becoming mor -3 : o others feelings. Do
section both in the Clarke household 2 a1 1 . gang as a result of their antics.

Why is this secﬂor’ H M

Paddy saying: ‘Sinbad didn’t notlce the way { did. There had
to be shouts and screams and big gaps between them before
he knew anything.” (p. 153). Sinbad is in denial: ‘He
« wouldn’t agree with me, even when | got him on the
ground.” (p. 153). Paddy is becoming increasingly anxious
about his parents’ arguments. He is still aware of the tension
between them.

' He listens in but feels powerless: ‘Only now, all | could do
M- was listen and wish.” (p. 154) His feelings become extreme:
I hate them this way’ (p. 154}.

The Gang’s Cruelty Continues s

Despite his changing attitude to Kevin, the bovs g «u o | . 7d sandwick and
attempt to feed him Persil. This is anofh o O aelty showmg the extent

of trouble which the boys get ey -2} @s L 'At“on their own. However, Paddy
shows an understandin~ 7 "¢ © <-,..acs in the gang: ‘He didn’t say anything.

dic L ,;tend he’d enjoyed himself he was gone, out of the g

ié“cﬂv
The Gang's S¥ating

Another immoral activity which the boys undertake is stealing from shops in Rah
they get from shoplifting; the boys target Tootsie’s shop because ‘she did everyt
They even stole step ladders and threw them into the sea. The boys’ behaviour

Paddy describes how ‘we never robbed in Barrytown’ (p. 157) because there wa
get caught. Kevin sets the challenge for who can steal the biggest box out of on
game to them. It is partly because Kevin is full of ideas and is the most daring th

However, Paddy recognises that what he is doing is wrong, although he does it a
10-year-old boy, he wants to be part of a gang and join in. When he gets caught
had done it. I'd only been with him.” {p. 161}.

Key Point: Metaphor
Despite the simple language and Sy

blinds to reveal how Padf X
different co” >

to wash t’mngs when they’re dirty’ (p. 165} just as you have to solve ongomg pro
Paddy himself is undergoing a process of change and he doesn’t want to say goo
solidarity of routine. But if his parents split up then things are bound to change.
of uncertainty.
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Paddy’s Life is Changing

Paddy realises that Sinbad is changing and, despite his initial refusal of his change
Sinbad in a different light: ‘He was just my little brother. | hated him. He never w
the bed...’ (p. 167), but at football Paddy acknowledges how ‘He was brilliant... It

Mr O’ Keefe, James Q' Keefe's father, also described him to Paddy as ‘a brilliant d
feelings about this: ‘It was great, and | wanted to kill him’ (p. 168).

Another dark scene in this section is when Paddy i L f;.'nstairs to find all of

before. This is unusual for Paddy, who is g2 ot _-familiarity of routine but ‘th
Paddy doesn’t like it and sus;oer“r G _arénts had a fight again. Paddy is anx
‘The fights didn’t end noyn s . fhe reader now has a sense of inevitability t

&\ﬁ&uo A
Paddy |mme.4dce]y dislikes the ‘Corporation boys’: Sean Whelan and Charles Le

be put in the thicks’ class’ (p. 180) which is an example of his dismissiveness of t
that ‘We hated them’ (p. 180). However, as with other characters such as Sinba
towards them as a result of experiences.

When Mr Hennessey puts Charles next to Liam in class, Paddy describes how ‘It

now; Kevin and me wouldn’t even talk to him any more.” (p. 181). Paddy doesn
In an attempt to rationalise it he says: ‘I liked Liam. It seemed important though
friends with anyone — Kevin —you had to hate a lot of other people, the two of y

The Significance of the Fight between Paddy and Sean Whelan

Paddy nearly wins his fight with Sean until Charles Leavy intervenes and kicks hi
fight leads to a significant turning point in Paddy’s attitude toards him —when
notices that ‘no one said anything. No one moved.’ (", 1k :f..SignificantIy, itisa
/ivis best friend’s natur

despite Paddy running away with Kevin, his av.ar ’16
Sean Whelan. Looking’ (p. 187) e B

s " Paddy still hurts and torments his brother without
’ feelings. When he locks Sinbad in a large suitcase
hear Sinbad ‘kicking, crying, scratching his hands o
Sinbad does not react which disturbs Paddy. He d
and panics when he can't.

The quoNG#®evin |
standing besnde E
Sean Whelan. !
Looking’ (p. 187) is |
important as it |
shows Paddy’s  : When Paddy’s father finally opens the suitcase, Sin
drowing awareness | qistyrbs Paddy as ‘He didn’t say anything. He stoo
of Kevin. This is one ! . . . )
: important because it marks a change in Paddy’s at
of the key factors . . . . . .
that contributes to | that Sinbad is growing up — he is resigned to his br
the breakdown of 1 react to them how he used to. Paddy decides ‘l ha
1
their friendship. ! 189). Sinbad is changing physically; he is growing u
189) and ‘he didn’t look like Sinbad the sailor anym

The nightlight which Sinbad no longer wants on a’ ;uxn*a.,hses how he is growi
doesn’t like change. Paddy wantsto tr i shuight back on ‘but | couldn’t; i
Sinbad changes Paddy realises 1 ¢ i 2540 change his attitude towards him.
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The Tone of the Novel Becomes Darker
This section becomes increasingly darker; when Paddy’s father hits his mother st
— this is one of the first stages which shows that the Clarkes will inevitably split
repeats ‘it didn’t make sense’ (pp. 190-191). Paddy tries to protect his mum by &
being awake at night and listening and also staying downstairs as long as possib

Ironically, all of Paddy’s extra work (some of which he mz”. ». §p himself) leads t
on ‘the best desk’ (p. 192) and Mr Hennessey eve ..i ‘i"k( 5 his nhand.

Another example of Paddy’s grow gt a " : 1y ‘towards others is when Aidan sink
tau ntlng Aldan about dm Wt addy starts to worry: ‘then | started worryin
i sut agamst the other boys who are happy to taunt Aide:

the boys are caught stealing sawdust for lan McEvoy’s guinea pig. In a sinister s
how he slices up a chop and he warns them that this is what he will do to them
the shop again. This is one of the scenes which marks the end of the boys’ esca
nice and friendly’ (p. 200) but threatens the boys. Has the boys’ innocence end

Furthermore, lan blames his mother for his pet’s death. As a response to this la
When Paddy states how the doll doesn’t resemble Mrs McEvoy, Kevin says how
we’re thinking about her when the pins go in’ (p. 201). Again, this is a r=
sinister line which contributes to the darker tone and, like in The Lord of !
the Flies, the boys are on a downward spiral. They take it in turns to stick :
the pin in the doll and then squash the guinea pig through a neighbour’s | tre
|
| -

—

door. Despite his growing awareness, Paddy still partlupates 'n the gang’s
cruel activities. =

However, tensions are getting worse 2" 01 5 "ad‘dﬂ} listens to what is happeni
listened to him much more th.ow e ’" ® Wed to her’ {p. 202). Paddy also describe:
distracted; he said th=ty = 2" "p 202) This shows that Paddy’s dad is dista
hiol . um’ ‘other things which he considers more important, lik
accepts this Py ,,.,.:iderstands the need for fathers whe go out to work to then r
thinks that ‘sometimes he was just being mean’ (p. 203). Paddy doesn’t like ne
dad: ‘They were big and the writing was tiny and they took all day to read’ (p. 2
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Key Quotations

Page Quotation Anal
‘Sinbad didn’t notice the way
| did. There had to be shouts .
) As the novel continues there are ma
153 | and screams and big gaps both aware a2 ~§xious about his
between them before he oy P
knew anything.’ 5
‘He didn’t say anythi- g1 ¢ . ~Paddy’s words show his awareness o
couldn’t; if v A .n “uietend | boys will put up with anything as lon
156 | . .
" - wimself hewas | links to later as we understand why
;auf of the gang.’ don’t want it to happen to them if t
‘He was iust my little Paddy’s attitude to his brother chan
167 J y ., he realises that he doesn’t hate Sinb
brother. | hated him.
because you are supposed to hate y
Paddy is shocked to find that the dis
176 ‘The table was still dirty’ from the night before. He is used to
is another indication that there is tr
This is a key quotation (see ‘Key Poi
187 ‘Kevin standing beside Sean Paddy’s changing attitude to Kevin.
Whelan. Looking’ Kevin is not his true friend or he wo
Charles Leavy.
The significance cf this quotation an
Paddy’s a* " " 21 changi
he didn’t look like Sinbad addy’s a7 21 changing toward
189 ) , thiag “fir 2.7 vis little brother is gro
the sailor anymore. w . . .
..ns to see his brother in a new lig

# Practi®&®ay Question

How does the tone of the novel become darker in this section? Focus on:
e the tension between his parents
e the gang’s cruelty

e Paddy’s fight with Sean Whelan
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I > Active Learning

1. How is family tension presented in this section? Focus on Paddy’s feelings v
evening’s washing up has not been done. Use PEE in your answer.

2.  Whatis the impact of the fight between Paddy and Sean? What does Paddy
Use PEE in your answer.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

3. Discuss, and make notes about, the incidents which show that Paddy’s attit
of the story. Why do you think that this is? Be prepared to feed your ideas
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4. How do you feel about Kevin as a character in this section? Discuss your t
the section you are studying. Now come up with at least three different re
you can refer to how he relates to other characters such as the gang mem
support your different ideas? Be prepared to share your ideas with the re
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Section 4, pp. 211-282
What is this section about?

Family tension continues to build, Paddy plans to run away and his relationship
point where Paddy recognises that his childhood friendship, ‘would never go ba

Why is this section important?

Paddy and Sinbad Are Affected by Their Hs L g
At this pomt in the novel the read*‘ i b A l—'addy s parents’ impending break
i Faeeed by his parents’ arguments too when M
¥ ,sptte Mr Hennessey instructing Paddy to show the

‘ ‘te.f ner what happened’ (p. 213).

Parallels can be drawn between the Clarkes’ home life and Aidan and Liam’s wh
morning. The boys have to get their own breakfast and when Sinbad asks what’
tells him to shut up as he ‘didn’t want to know’ (p. 214). Paddy pushes Sinbad n
pushed back. He wasn’t as easy to control as he used to be.” (p. 214). This is an
getting older — he can’t be controlled as easily.

Mr Clarke leaves the younger girls with Mrs McEvoy and the boys have crisp san
of the situation at the start of the book — Paddy was jealous when Liam and Aida
However, the fact that the boys are now having them doesn’t make up for their

anxiety it causes: ‘There was definitely nothing wrong with her... Nothing that w
downstairs when we came home.” (p. 216). The event has an impact on Paddy,

parents: ‘I'd stayed awake all night, as long as | could, most of the night’ (p. 219)
‘They were fighting all the time now’ (p. 221), and the sit".. ", 1 is reflected in Pa
humorous anecdotes to be replaced by Paddy’s c- vt ‘n A "E)m‘/ about their next
Paddy can spot the tension between the ”{ g neir body language. Paddy

why they are arguing: ‘I didn't 1> ,c». ;' \..-Sne was lovely. He was nice. They h

Paddy tries % o
situation. HYES yinba

by his real nai™e, Franms This suggests that Paddy is trying to speak to h|s brother i
a mature and equal way. When the boys hear them arguing, Sinbad insists that ‘the
were only talking about things’ (p. 223). Sinbad isn’t comfortable with how Paddy is
treating him. He tells him to ‘leave me alone’ (p. 224) and seems to be suspicious o
the change in Paddy’s attitude towards him. He doesn’t trust him —he won’t even
accept a biscuit from Paddy. Paddy becomes frustrated with this situation: ‘All |
wanted to do was help him and he wouldn’t let me’ (p. 240). Paddy is trying to
change the way he treats his younger brother and has a breakthrough when

he asks Sinbad if he wants any milk and he says yes.

When Paddy falls asleep in class Mr Hennessey carries him out to the Head’s roo
‘special treatment’ at school which he described Liam an< %\ - an getting at the s
some of the boys from class wait for Paddy but he ca iy jts to see Sinbad. Sin
through the same thing. However, Padd‘ s _that Charles Leavy underst
knew what had happened... He st < o0 mght all the time. Listening to his n;

The break uzg s - Af:.j;_,a{e near the end of the novel. Paddy is fascinated w
one evenin g MM as drunk. It was new.” (p. 243). Paddy still can’t understand
repeats: ‘Shee¥as

P S lovely. He was nice.” (p. 244). However, his mum looks thinn
mean. i{ seems that they have become distant from one another, ‘like she was
to recognise him’ (p. 244). Paddy is determined to become hardened as prepara
next. | knew it, and | was going to be ready’ (p. 245).
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Paddy is Drawn to Charles Leavy
Paddy relates more to Charles Leavy than Kevin near the end of the novel. Heis d
that he understands what he is going through. Paddy becomes fascinated with hi
studied him. | did his twitch’ (p. 250). Charles swears, smokes, skips school, and d
anything. Paddy decides that he is going to be like Charles Leavy when his parent
him, even taking a drag on his cigarette. When he spots Kevin he decides: ‘He’d r
also realises that he ‘didn’t miss him’ (p. 253). His friendsk’. . th Kevin has run it
Leavy now.

Paddy Prepares for Change -

Paddy, in his anxiety, st‘% 5 Jthwa hst of thmgs to take with him when he lea
‘big fight’ (rg . - > is parents don’t bother to try to conceal it as ‘the
254). Padd? ;ffuon to try to make sense of things: ‘They were both to blame
comes from |ut kﬁowmg why they are fighting and also from not being able to d
the analogy of a boxing match and describes how ‘one of them would soon fall o

didn’t know about’ (p. 256).

Paddy is beginning to think more deeply about things; particularly those he love
parents arguing, then about his feelings towards Sinbad. He realises that he doe
myself why | hated him the only reason was that he was my little brother and th
atall’ (p. 257). This is a revelation for Paddy and contributes towards his differe

Events move quickly at the end of the novel: Paddy realises one morning that hi
decides to miss school with Charles Leavy but then changes his mind, he starts a
Kevin threatens him: ‘I'm going to get you, Clarke’ {p. 271). Paddy decides ‘he w
(p. 271).

The Slgmflcance of Paddy s Flght w:th Kevm

friendship. Kevin gets all of ﬂ*a = o ’fr ‘r’addy ‘chicken’ {p. 275} and orders
them all to ’bovrott (222 '.i‘i'\. fit .00, Paddy is isolated from his friends, but
starts to sh: bire s ng adult behawour by commenting that ‘l wanted to be
left alone’ {¢ iéuce"“ that he ‘didn’t want all of them to spend their time
leaving me alone. Everywhere | looked the faces looked away.” {p. 276). Again
we are reminded of how cruel boys can be but this time the target is Paddy.
Paddy realises that Liam and Aidan would only answer him back if they had to:
‘They knew what it was like’ (p. 279).

The End of the Novel

At the end of the novel, Paddy states that he ‘never got chance to run away’ (p.
ready to hear his mum tell him: ‘you’re the man of the house now, Patrick’ (p. 2
emotional impact on the reader. First there is the cruel song ‘Paddy Clarke — ha
upsetting to hear but then Paddy describes how he ‘didn’t listen to them. They
distanced from them — he has grown up.

R et R 1 Thelastscer &t “'* - 1 Paddy refers to his

: Mini G'ossqw @ ! M' A0 o isiidnd and asks him how he is.
1 Mitching — skiving / missing. Al Very well, thank you’ (p. 282). The
I school * the distance is emphasised and Paddy’s tra

complete.
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Key Quotations

Page Quotation
. , Again, this is a refe
214 He’wasn t as easy to control as he used to attitude towards S
be. . .
«ealises that Sinba
oy This line shows Pa
e . ¥ the fighting betwe
! L iqe aow’ {p.
221 They were fighting al % “\P ow' {p. 221) acknowledges that
. frequent.
i Th
% | asked myself why | hated him the only s qu.otatlon 15!
. revelation: he doe
257 reason was that he was my little brother and thousht he did bec
that was all; | didn’t really hate him at all’ . g, ,
being ‘normal’.
This is another key
Paddy and his frien
273 ‘would never go back to the same again’ between them, Pa
consequences; he
again.
The reader has mix
281 | ‘didn’t listen to them. They were only kids’ the ont? hand Padd
friends’ comments
too fast.
#y Practice Essay Question w. 1.0

How does Paddy change“_;
e histhouzgsaar v "

.t Anis parents’ break-up? Focus on:

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha Study Guide for GCSE CCEA English Literature

Page 25 of 57

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

)

Education




B Active Learning

1. How are Paddy and Sinbad affected by their parents’ fighting? Discuss your
react differently at all, and, if so, in what ways?

2.  Make a list of the different things which Paddy’s parents may be arguing ab
ideas with the rest of your group.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

3. How has Paddy’s friendship with Kevin changed during the final section of tl
to the start of the book. Why do you think that it’s changed? Discuss your i
writing.
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4. Why did Paddy’s dad decide to leave, do you think?
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Character Analyses
Paddy Clarke

Doyle presents Paddy as an energetic, bright boy: he may even have used Paddy
represent himself as a boy. Paddy likes learning new words and about all aspect
life. Doyle structures the novel around Paddy’s different v, - riences, and despi
seeming disjointed and anecdotal, the novel follo» .1 5 advy changes as a res
these experiences. » '

L

on top of my ,,,.»ad; | had to get up the stairs without it falling off’ (p 75).
Doyle presents Paddy as a ‘typical’ boy who gets up to mischief with his
gang regularly around the neighbourhood. Sinbad is in the gang but
because he is Paddy’s younger brother, the boys tend to torment him
frequently, such as giving him ‘dead legs’ and ‘Chinese burns’.

Paddy is bright enough to understand the gang’s dynamics: he clearly
recognises Kevin as the gang’s leader. As the novel develops so does Paddy

— he starts to feel more empathy for Liam and Aidan, who come from a single
parent family. Sometimes Kevin is significantly cruel to the boys and Paddy
notices this. An example of this is when the boys play ‘the swear word game’
and Kevin cruelly shouts that ‘Ciunas the Mighty killed your mother!” (p. 131).
Paddy realises that Kevin’s words are cruel and begins to reconSIder his friendsh
with him as time goes on. :

o

Paddy enjoys his mum’s home cooked CHC s u:ed to a settied routine at ho
Near the start of the novel Dov' 2 Mo niat Paddy notices some tension betwe

parents which progress« ‘. ) \_f...:wntrasts Paddy’s settled home life at the start
tu b a,Lone Therefore, when his parents fight, Paddy feels

.‘ he same situation as Liam’s and Aidan’s are.

When Paddy senses that his parents’ split is inevitable he becomes distant from
drawn to Charles Leavy instead. Charles is a smoker and loner, and he doesn’t ¢
other boys think of him. Paddy reveals how ‘I wanted to look at my ma and da a
anything. | wanted to be ready.” (p. 250). Through Paddy, Doyle shows the effe
marriage break-up on one of the children. By the end of the novel, we empathis
he has been through.

Things get worse when Paddy hears that his dad hit his mum. He becomes anxic
relationship and can’t understand why they are arguing. An example of Paddy ¢
experiences is when he realises that he has to look after Sinbad and that he love
protect him but there is tension between the brothers as . .- rst, Sinbad is not ¢
relationship and does not trust Paddy. o . 9

The novel becomes darker tow=r- 54 = ‘ —Paddy and the boys no longer enjo
of the novel. Instead he 2" ~,
this, Paddy & ; ‘.; A}j;,\“.ch‘éwl has to become the ‘man of the house’, and this
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Sinbad

Sinbad is Paddy’s younger brother who is in the boys’ gang. However, because
is regularly singled out and tormented. Doyle may have chosen to present their
boys and their younger brothers. Sinbad tolerates the way which he is treated,
and he cries: ‘Sinbad wouldn’t put the lighter fuel in his mouth’ {p. 8). Sinbad is

~ However, when things start to ch r f?me, Paddy’s attit

o ‘ “..2rt. Paddy realises how much Sinbad tolerates and that h
he is his younger brother. He also realises that Sinbad is a

brother he realises that ‘he didn’t look like Sinbad the
flatter’ (p. 189). Like Paddy, Sinbad is growing older ar::
on any more’ (p. 189).

As the tension mounts between their parents, Padd
but Sinbad, possibly unnerved by their changing rela
Paddy’s changed attitude towards him at first. This
back to kicking him in frustration, before realising th
Doyle shows the complexity of changing relationship
of change can be.

Paddy realises that Smbad ot ”SC. feued by their parent
shows Paddy his tt‘“" f in
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Kevin

Doyle presents Paddy and Kevin as being best friends at the start of the novel; h
change as the novel progresses. At the start of the novel, Paddy accepts Kevin a
of the gang: he is always brave, daring and the first to come up with exciting thi
over a period of time that Paddy sees how cruel Kevin can be: he singles Liam an
regularly because they are from a single parent family and as *he high priestin t
word game’ he hits the members of the gang: ‘There ..o e f}other Friday. We
of being hit on the back with a poker by Kevin.” {; "1%../Doyle uses scenes like
the extent of cruelty which Kevinis o = fle ¢ .sing when the boys are on their

Paddy’s parents ﬂght he is drawn more towards Charles Leavy who has a ‘does
attitude’ and doesn’t really bother engaging with the other boys.

As the novel develops, Paddy becomes gradually distanced from Kevin until near th
when Kevin kicks him and Paddy retaliates instead of letting it pass. As a result of th
arranges for a gang of boys to watch them fight after school. Paddy almost wins the
but they stop. Soon the other boys boycott Paddy (out of fear) and he is left isolated
end of the story. Even David Geraghty hits Paddy with one of his crutches, but he is
when he does so. He says: ‘Kevin said to give you that’ (p. 280). Paddy knows that
David is only doing it out of fear of Kevin. There is a sadness brought to Paddy’s
isolation at the end of the novel. When he realises that things will never be the
same again, we realise that Paddy has gone through a lot and matured as a result.
But s it too early for Paddy to mature? ‘

o

Liam 77 \°

. .aa'Aidan are brothers in the boys’ gang — Liam
subjects of torment for Kevin who singles them out
dead mother.” (p. 1) and he is often cruel to them a
unconventionally: their meals are often irregular and

Doyle uses these characters as a parallel to Paddy’s hom;
when Paddy’s attitude begins to change towards them.
a great life in many ways but he realises that things are
suffers his own experiences of being from a single pa

Aidan is tormented by the gang — he is almost buried alive by the gang in a trenc
of mud. Only Liam dares to defy Kevin when in the ‘swear word’ game he leave
the circle. Kevin says: ‘Ciunas the Mighty killed your mother’ (p. 131) which agai
shows the extent of his cruelty. Paddy is aware of how Kevin treats the boys bu
he reflects that it was better to be in the circle than go. w' .+ tiamis going. Pad
does not want to be isolated from the other bnys o w 2 y he does become
isolated at the end of the novel.
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Mr Clarke

Mr Clarke is hardworking and the family breadwinner. He also takes an interest
affairs and often complains about interviewees on the news. He plays with his s
them jokes and teaches Paddy to sing. Paddy likes his father who shows an inte
Paddy’s classes at school and helps him with his homework. He also engages Pa
activities such as examining fingerprints: ‘No one’s fingerprin*; are the same as
else’s. Did you know that?’ {p. 11). He also takes tim .- .a f}antiy answer Padd
many questions: ‘What was World War Two !i{ 2? {o-, i nim’ {p. 28) and try to
Paddy’s Braille: ‘He closed his eyes 2~ . £ 4t j = sumps on the page.” (p. 43).

Paddy has a calan si2n: < ‘erwironment and routine at home. However, as ti

he spencis too rﬁuch time sitting in his chair. This is painful for both Paddy and t
reader as we are aware of what the relationship between Paddy and his father w
like before.

At the start of the novel Paddy’s parents appear to be close —they get on well a
happy together: ‘they laughed, the two of them’ (p.14). However, their relation
changes as they story develops. Distance develops between Mr Clarke and his w
she is preoccupied with home and family demands, but Mr Clarke does not seen;
involve himself with his daughters at all — perhaps because they are very young.
Clarke drifts apart from his wife.

The reader feels empathy towards Mr and Mrs Clarke as the novel progresses re
the breakdown of their marriage; they were once cIose ﬂ", s;ave a family and t
loved each other. -

When Paddy’s parents begin to fr' o
both more closeiy and bp”

Paddy can’t understand why his parents fight and their calm home environment
becomes disturbed — for example, one morning Paddy is unnerved when his mu
stays in bed and he has to get his breakfast instead. Paddy describes another in
his dad comes home drunk ‘and he made me test him’ (p. 244). He also ‘looked

Ultimately, Mr Clarke leaves after Paddy sees him hit Mrs Clarke. By the end of
family and has become distant. This is reflected in the ending of the novel when
you?’ and he replies ‘Very well, thank you.” (p. 282).
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Mrs Clarke

Mrs Clarke is a good mother and looks after the family home. She is very busy,

daughters. Paddy takes pride in helping her each week: ‘I polished everything in
before we went to mass.” (p. 37). Not only does Mrs Clarke maintain a clean ho
regular meals for the family: ‘Stew. It was Thursday. It must have been’ (p. 104
home because of Mrs Clarke’s care and consistency of routine .

ne t;ﬁilet, Paddy thinks
3 ents that 'he’ll be happie
swiis'aware of her children’s feelings and r

When Mr Clarke flushes a muis
{p.45). MrsClark- .-
natural.’ /-t

Liarke is also intelligent and enjoys reading; she may hav
has on hold while she brings up her family.

The boys see her as a loving mum and they both go to he
attention. She also calms Sinbad’s night fears. An examp
shown when Paddy goes straight to her when he thinks t
jellyfish in the sea. She reassures and comforts him at on
children, is a good house keeper and establishes most of
gets them up, organises their breakfast and cooks the m

recognises this: ‘There was nothing wrong with my ma e

busy.” (p. 258).

It is clear that she loves all of her children and this does
despite the tension between her and Mr Clarke. Tension
and one of the times when this is evi.- atis when Mr Clar
his car; Paddy notices tensic T"\, ‘~‘=h «nem and Mrs Clar
Catherine despite th~ ¢ ¢ :

R
s

Clarke is always there for the children and continues their routin
even thinking that things might go back to normal because his m

However, Mr Clarke leaves the family home shortly after
in the arm. Paddy is prepared to take on the responsibil

At school, Mr Hennessey shows Paddy his brother’s exercise boc
spoiled by Sinbad’s tears. Mr Hennessey instructs Paddy to put the work in his b
school. However, Paddy gives the work back to Sinbad and tells him that he wo

Paddy describes how one morning his mum stays in bed. D~ was going to take
ask her to take them for the day. Although Paddy mz 5 < vn breakfast he d
keeps the bowls. He has to get the milk frnr ie *r* st ,tep Paddy doesn’t know
and gets angry with Sinbad for asl("r Ve E suons. However, Sinbad ‘wasn’t a
His arms were strong.’ ; ‘te
if he can see k2 by
came hom@FMR6)
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Building Character Profiles

As you progress through this study pack, you will encounter important informati
several copies of the next page. Put a different character’s name on each of the
each chapter to record the important points about each of the characters.

If this is completed, by the time you have finished this stus - Jide you will have
character in one place. This will be very useful for > ;‘i”siu.ﬂ‘z.

An example of how to fill in a cha. .« 4 » » tis included here.

A template g

i
0‘310“

Section/Page | Character Comment Key Quotation

Paddy is the narrator and
protagonist of the novel. In the
Section 1, | opening he introduces his thoughts ‘We were talkine
p-1 and ideas about Liam who gets Liam was in my
‘special treatment’ at school because

he has lost his mum.

Paddy’s narrative voice is lively and - ‘Don't let me ca

-

Section 1,

p- 2

shares humorous anecdotes siéi i | morning and Ja

reader at the ste:. %7 ovel. {p- 2)
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Character Profile Sheet

Character Name:

Section/Page | Character Comment Key Quotation
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Language, Structure and Forr

Doyle’s Use of Irish Dialect in His Writing

Doyle tends to set his stories in Ireland, particularly in working-class Dublin. Fe
everyday speech are used throughout his writing. The language used by his cha
because he uses:

e  slang —the informal use of language whtch ergisd ’cs 2 words and phrases t
than writing 4
and

e Irish English dialech W

:;.@c’d'f"finglish written and spoken in Ireland

9

é\;‘fﬂ through his spelling, for example:

‘Mammy’, ‘ma’ and ‘da’
‘Missis’

‘codding’

‘ah gick’

‘eejit’

‘wha’

is’

This contributes towards the gritty authenticity of his stories.

Dialogue
Dashes are used to signpost dialogue instead of the usual speech punctuation,
dialogue, similar to the fast pace native Irish speak. ;

o

| began to see thmgs throu' vods I 5 *uy s} eyes Adult hands were big, wrinkiz
' ,uant grown-ups were often stupid.*

he uses to sustain his style:

e  Paddy’s voice is anecdotal — his narrative tends to ‘jump around’ reflecting

e His language is simple.

e  Doyle also captures Paddy’s innocent voice (remember that Doyle was influ
Lord of the Flies) — at the start of the novel Paddy has little awareness of cau::
consequences but this changes as the novel develops.

e He has a child’s typical sense of humour — he laughs at dirty jokes and is inte:
stories.

e He has a child’s energy and eagerness for knowledge. He also likes to exag
stories to keep his friends interested.

We are aware of Paddy’s innocence as we follow *'.; tc 3 from his perspective

understand why his parents are f:ghtmg potio g ,otﬁ/likeable If the story w

father’s perspective we would un"' = *‘ _1ur€ about why they fight so much.

has trouble understandir. ., e 1plex tdeas particularly in the world of adul
o 1 - 1

Doyle uses "?e; rt’énces and tends to use the technique of thought digressi

10-year-old aator These elements combine to maintain realism throughout

L http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2009/aug/29/paddy-clarke-ha-roddy-doyle
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Literary Terms

Key Term

Meaning

Anecdote

An anecdote is a short and amusing or
interesting account which is 2k % a
person or people and/ y ar’ cioent.

Bildunosgamc: . .

decline.

This is C % ar | 1 4 ‘formation novel’,
/ mi_.;, »nan is a novel about the
f'-rﬁiﬁg’ of a person — the main
character’s journey from childhood to
maturity.

This is
novel d

Flashback

This is when the novel ‘goes back in
time’ —there is a ‘jump’ backwards to an
earlier event.

in time
sharing

First-person narration

This is when the narrator’s voice is used
and his or her story is told. The method
of using the first person is successful in

conveying the character’s thoughts and
feelings.

Narrative

This is the story which ‘s s ¢ ::f‘S% ared
with the reado;

"_f:h;-"hé’f}ator is the person telling the

story.

Realism

This is when the writer endeavours to
make things as real as possible to make
the story natural and believable for the
reader to experience.
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The Structure of Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha

Doyle uses first person narration, writing as Paddy.

There are also no chapters throughout which is effective in a number of differe

e  The reader is immediately drawn into the story and there.are no interrupti

e It provides a sense of immediacy to the narrative .. .~ 2t iare few breaks.

e |trepresents Paddy’s 10-year-old mmd - 4|s'"'anecdotes randomly
of thought. 1

Paddy’s anecdotes mov.. = vare an‘dfbackwards in time until the reader

Narrative Structure
There was no plot yet, but that didn’t worry m

A typical novel follows a conventional plot line: the characters and setting are in
introducing the author’s relevant themes and ideas until the story’s climax and
follows a series of events and is divided up using chapters.

Typical Novel Structure

Introduce
character and
setting

Complication Develc: . nt

Doyle himseN
novel. instead, he writes Paddy’s experiences in one year using no chapters and
stream of consciousness; it is an exploration of character.

Doyle describes everything down to the last detail through Paddy’s perspective
at school and for evening meals. These details are unusual in novels but typical
boy and therefore successful in establishing the narrator’s voice.

Instead of chapters, the novel is divided up into small scenes which do not follo
Perhaps this is to reflect the chaotic nature of Paddy’s young mind. However, t
time and a character journey as the reader follows the changes in Paddy’s chara

In the first part of the novel Paddy’s anecdotes are ¥’ (- : drt d following his a
neighbourhood as well as his experiences 2t -~ o - . riome. The anecdotes a
the story progresses, Paddy’s unesr « 5 nf; Lréep mto the narrative. Tension be:
Paddy describes checkmg D e s to see if they are arguing and his lack of
arguing. Teng iy Dat:idy in relation to his parents’ split and his own s
‘l‘iﬁ,g .-
In the final p\}ents take a darker turn, with the impending break-up of Pad
There is no reference to the fun and games which the gang have, in fact at this
not even able to communicate with Sinbad about what is happening. The fight
the end of the narrative shows their separation as friends. The shift of tone fro
reflect how Paddy has to grow up quickly in the last part of the novel.
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The Form of the Novel: Bildungsroman

I had no plot, just Paddy.?

Paddy Clarke Ho Ha Ha is a ‘rites of passage’ novel or a Bildungsroman novel
(see definition) about a young boy growing up to become a young man. The sto
focuses on three key themes relating to Paddy’s life: :
e the experience and impact of an Irish Catholic. ..y o1 3 mg

e theinteraction between young boy< Fovien ds :1,4 another
e family breakdown : 2

. - Rite of Passage
, o The novel shares Paddy Clarke’s life using the first

' therefore Doyle has written the story through the
Did you know9
A rite of passage is an As the story is written using the present tense, th
event which marks a happening as they read them. This creates a sens
person’s transition follows Paddy as he grows up. He is the eldest chil

from one stage to the hates his younger brother, Sinbad.
next. In Paddy Clarke

Ha Ha Ha, itis a

However, this changes as the novel progresses an
coming of age.

Paddy becomes kinder and more protective towa
an innocent character at the start of the story; ho
becomes increasingly aware of conflict in the family and the inevitable break-up

The novel is about Paddy’s rite of passage: his transitional perlod from being a c
innocence to being more aware. :

o

2 Roddy Doyle, http.//www.guardian.co.uk/books/2009/aug/29/paddy-clarke-ha-roddy-doyle
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ldeas, Themes and Settings

The Boys’ Cruelty
I loved Lord of the Flies because | felt | was in it; it was the schoolyard of m

The boys’ crueity recurs regularly through the novel. Doyle ws inspired by the
the Flies. At the start of the novel, Paddy and his ganr s f{:hievous and do
feelings.

L

&

Doyle subtly suggests how ﬂ:c,‘ 33 /:\..j‘)‘..Nl‘\'lél of the fittest’ mentality within the
Lord of the Flieg Tbo ot B zg/é\.,,..~ff'ng’"'order’ within the group: Kevin and Paddy a
Sinbad are '

Likewise, as in Lord ofthe Flies, they are also cruel to each other — Liam and Aid
family situation, Sinbad is also picked on because he is Paddy’s younger brother
the story’s opening when Sinbad gets stuck in a hedge and the gang leave him.
listen to him cry. Sinbad also gets regular dead legs and even has lighter fuel pu
lips. Paddy regularly makes him cry and Sinbad becomes resigned to this kind o

Kevin is particularly cruel and parallels can be made between him and Jack in Lo
exciting and leaders. Some of Kevin’s schemes seem to aim to deliberately hurt
becomes darker when he deliberately singles out Liam in ‘the swear word game
aggressive to all of the boys in the game but he hurts Liam, makes him cry and s
killed his mum — he deliberately uses words and physical violence to hurt others

Paddy is aware of what Kevin is hke but Stl” joins in with nar> ~calling, itis only

The boys are also cruel to amlmaiC ) ] Wmch are, in a sense, defenceless

level of cruelty and disassoi i1
another is wha

‘ what is right and wrong. One example is
wbes how the boys push bees into the wet tar.

O3 o

As time pass\Gu ddy begins to feel more empathy for others, perhaps as a con
When Aidan is stuck in mud on the field, the boys watch rather than helping him
him — but Liam gets his dad to help Aidan.

By the end of the novel, the boys are cruel to Paddy. He has broken his friendshi:
boys are now boycotting him. However, Paddy is emotionally detached by this

Violence
Paddy experiences violence in different areas of his life: not just with his gang b
discipline both at school and at home. At home, Paddy matter-of-factly describ
been hit by his dad as a consequence of misbehaviour: ‘Da hit me. On the shou
looking at him, about to tell him that | didn’t want to sing thic one; it was too ha

Paddy accepts this form of punishment both 3 he ’nﬁhd school. Itis a form of ::
punishment for all pupils at school A t 1.icEvoy is caught asleep by Mr H
Paddy describes how ‘Henrz’s = hd. 5 sept through and smacked fan McEvoy’s
lan McEvoy shegup = ‘;'Qj y acHe groaned’ {p. 64). It should be noted that
'Z‘L%g 2 i schools and at home during the 1960s was a normal
occurrence ¢ eéxﬂ‘ an unusual form of discipline. Whether it is right or
wrong, Paddy is a child and he does not question the use of violence to

maintain order in his world.

3 Roddy Doyle, http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2009/aug/29/paddy-clarke-ha-roddy-doyle
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However, he also witnesses domestic violence increasingly between his parents
forced to quickly grow up, he questions why his parents are fighting and even tr
sees his father hit his mother on the shoulder (‘He’d hit her again and | saw him
on the shoulder.” p. 280), it prompts him to leave. Perhaps when Paddy and hi
realised that things had to change now — he did not want one of his sons to see
never be sure, as we only see events from Paddy’s perspective.

Family .
A lot of the novel shares the sad - .oy s preak- up of a family. Paddy is clos
goes to her for care and. o 4 sho “When Paddy thinks he has been stung by a j
to show hergs '

T ,-';
Paddy likes h»-uad too but he is ‘mostly sat in his chair’ (p. 37). They are quite

talking about different subjects such as Geronimo, Irish History and go to the lo
house is kept clean and tidy. Mrs Clarke maintains a routine with her children ari:

In contrast, Paddy’s friends Liam and Aida
lifestyle since their mum died. Their fath
irregularly and sometimes getting take-aw
o make fun of the boys’ lifestyle but as tens
"~ Paddy realises that he could be in the s
0‘\ parallels made between Paddy and Li
firstly, Liam and Aidan regularly get c
when Paddy’s mum doesn’t get out of bed one morning, Mr Clarke gives the bo
Also, Liam and Aidan get ‘special treatment’ by the teachers a* school because
in the novel, when Paddy falls asleep in class Mr Hen" - 7 kes the same app
shnng is alright at hom

When Mr Clarke takes the farm
nothing.” (p.93) pad,\; gy

the face; smack’ {p. 190). Paddy becomes more anxious and deliberately stays
night thinking that it might stop the arguments. However, as time passes, Padd
parents argue all of the time and both Paddy and Sinbad are affected to an exte
Sinbad cries and Paddy falls asleep in class.

Ultimately, Paddy faces up to his parents’ separation by trying to support Sinba
also making secret plans to leave. However, he doesn’t get the chance to leave
before his dad does. Paddy’s dad leaves one day, not long after Paddy saw him
his mum on the shoulder. Paddy realises that he has to be ‘the man of the hous
now and his formal words to his father at the end of the novel reflect how muc
has had to grow up since his dad left.

Growing up and Changing Re!atlonshmr G
Paddy benefits from a settled b2 el € 5 € start of the novel with consistent

A Ty chore of dusting and takes pride in dusting t
Nz e 6ecomes more unsettled as the novel goes on, as t
; ;ate"fy; leaves, changing the family’s home situation forever.

At the start of the novel we are introduced to Paddy’s lifestyle: he spends a lot
gang. The boys’ innocence is established right at the start when they discuss ho
mother’ (p. 1). To them, this sounds good because they think that Liam (who is
treatment’ (p. 1) from the teachers.

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha Study Guide for GCSE CCEA English Literature Page 40 of 57

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




By the end of the novel, we see how Paddy has changed a lot and matured —so
the gang or friends with Kevin. This is an example of Paddy undergoing the pro
change — he is different to the character at the start of the novel, mainly as a re
having to grow up quickly after his dad leaves. The nature of the gang’s activiti
become more sinister and Paddy does not like how Kevin dominates the boys.

His change from boyhood innocence to maturity is markf % the change of ton
also occurs as we read on: the tone gradually mov..o¢ o1 | ,iemg light-hearted a
about Paddy focusing on the gang’s anfic . 1 ,‘ g._.aual anxiety about his pareni:
break up. By the end of the nova' it 1 Lnds changed to being darker — Padd
isolated and emotional' LA L it to the taunts from the other boys. He ha

brother who he hates and the gang are cruel to him. An early example of this is
Sinbad’s mouth and burn his lips for their own entertainment. At this stage, Pa
consequences of his actions, or their effect on others — he is looking for fun and
leader of the gang, provides it, coming up with new ideas.

However, in parallel to his parents’ continual arguments, Paddy starts to see his
begins to recognise him more as an individual who is good at football. When Si
called Francis, he agrees. Paddy is unnerved when Sinbad no longer wants the

growing up quickly and everything seems to be changing so fast. Ultimately, Pa
brother and that it is his duty to care for him — this may be one of the reasons w
friends with Kevin — this, and because Paddy knows how Kevin will treat them w
Paddy also decides to protect his brother — preparation for tal'lng over being ‘th
realises he will inevitably become. e

Paddy prepares for the change Whlcl" el |nev1tab|y coming —he become

1

who is distant from the other " .- 5 E C :1y Wwants to be like him.

Paddy ever L p 3 f::s»»?"cd"‘run away from the situation — but he doesn’t get th
first. This is Phesg@noment of change for Paddy as he is now expected to be ‘the &
emotionally distanced from the boys at school despite them boycotting him. By
transformation is complete; when his dad asks him how he is Paddy replies form
thank you’ (p. 282). The departure of Paddy’s father marks Paddy’s loss of childk:

Setting
Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha is set in the fictional suburb of Barrytown, in Dublin in th
coast and is surrounded by country and farms in the story’s opening. However,
progresses, as more houses are built by ‘the Corporation’. In Paddy’s home are
shops, a primary school and a church. The neighbourhood is very small and the
themselves in the area.

dy’s primary schoo
which is dominated by
teachers were treated
Mr Hennessey is an infle:
classroom is an orderly
class routines.
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Theme Development

As you progress through this study pack you will encounter important informatic
the previous page. Print several copies of the next page. Put a different theme
sheets, for example prejudice. Take time at the end of each chapter to record th
the theme is presented and develops.

If this is completed, by the time you have finished *! v g;iide you will have
theme in one place. This will be very usef::! yO o revision.

An example of how to fill in : V_,,.:'Sriié;e{ils included here.

1}?»9,0 ~vpr;o§;i‘aed on the following page.
30l

A template

&
o

Theme: The boys’ cruelty

Page Theme Comment

At the start of the novel Paddy

describes the mischief the boys get
, o ‘Kevin stopped a
up in their neighbourhood. They do

1 . .
not stop to consider their always looking o
neighbours’ feelings about their never did anythi
behaviour. '

The boys are also 7rx' . eacA

© ‘wh ieads the boys, is

2 ot . ‘A, said Kevin.
o TR e y cruel to Liam and
z\{a’ién because their mum is dead.
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Theme Development Sheet

Theme:

Page Theme Comment Key Quotation
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Historical, Cultural and Social Co

Note: AO4 (context) is not assessed in this exam. However, it’s good to know a
and context to help you inform your interpretations (which you’ll need to do fo

Paddy Clarke is semi-autobiographical.

Parallels between Roddy Doyle’s own upbrit 1 g “ruddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha ca

The story was assembled £
the sitting room *a',, =

s A »  ihemory — the smell of the desk at sch

Elements ot gw,o s&bry are based on his own autobiographical experiences to
with fiction. Doyle was brought up north of Dublin in the working-class suburb
how the fictional Barrytown was inspired by his childhood experiences in Kilbar

Read the quotation taken from an interview with The Guardian below:

I'was 10 in 1968, as is Paddy, and | do remember that | was thinking a lot a
anticipating my son’s future. My parents still lived in the house I'd grown u
and the surrounding houses had been the fields and building sites that Pad
aware that my past was very near. But | don’t recall a decision.

e  What immediate parallels can you draw between Doyle and Paddy Clarke?
e  What parallels can also be drawn between Barrytown and Doyle’s own ho

Now read the memory which Doyle describes {taken fron - 5$ame article):

and we were knocking them - 4 % *”) ga'fes and walls, and singing ‘She |
don’t think | knew ak -  2-ues back then; the song was just in the air.
thinkincuglihe v , “the first two sentences, ‘We were walking down o
*}euf:'f with his stick.” {Kevin, by the way, is not Peter. Peter w

e  Discuss: How does Doyle intertwine his own memory with his inspiration w
Consider the boys’ actions and Kevin’s character.

4 Roddy Doyle, http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2009/aug/29/paddy-clarke-ha-roddy-doyle
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The 1960s

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha is set in the 1960s. The popular phrase ‘The Swinging Si
a decade of dancing and partying, of no rules and excitement. This may well ha
and media industry; however, Ireland was a Catholic country led by old-fashion
Corporal punishment was a normal and accepted form of discipline in schools a
contraceptives were disapproved of and not used by many.

Catholicism

The novel presents how promine: c¢ i . s was in people’s lives. In the late
a0 iand experienced some changes made to C
‘ “Second Vatican Council was to modernise the Chu
modern life. Examples of this were replacing Mas
ireland, Gaelic.

While reaumg the
novel, keep a set of
notes which focuses

on what Kind of
religious
experiences Paddy
has, in relation to
the changing times.

Before this happened, priests in the 1950s would s
using visions of Hell as a form of punishment creat
Satan. In the 1960s, there was a push to ensure thi:
more comforting aspects of their faith instead.

Ireland
Irish history is referred to at times throughout the novel.
The 1916 Proclamation of Independence followed the Fa. - xlsmg when the Iri

that they were now independent of Britain. Nort’ ert 'r mnd remained part of
Kingdom. .

A ooth Cathollcs and Protestants lived alongsi
'rn § nund, problems arose in 1969. The Catholics wanted a uni:
atestants wanted to keep a Protestant state that was part of th:

As a result and due te t' %
another in §
Ireland and
Kingdom.
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PEE

Use of Point, Evidence, Explain

You will be aware of the skill of point, evidence, explain as it’s important to use
For example if you were asked to write about how Paddy and Kevin’s relationshi
novel then you should use the structure of PEE to help you to write an answer.

Point - 4

Evidence

m
x
°
Q.
5
.

Here’s a moi ,,..M.Lalied explanation with an example:
A point is made.
Paddy bullies his brother Sinbad at the start of the novel.

A quotation is used to support the point (evidence).
‘We left Sinbad stuck in the hedge and pretended we’d run away. We hear

A comment is made in some more detail, maybe a comment on a word or p
(explanation).

These lines show that Paddy and the gang are cruel to Sinbad. Rather than
boys pretend that they have left him and the word ‘snivelling’ captures how
younger brother, he is subjected to regular torment by Paddy and the othe

OO

o

Now, imagine that you take away the PEE scaffo’ mn

Paddy bullies his brotlaer < «; ac’ Ltre start of the novel: ‘We left Sin

have left Ef\rm"amd the word ‘snivelling’ captures how upset he is. As S

he is subjected to regular torment by Paddy and the other boys.

This provides a small part of an answer to the question ‘How does the relations
change throughout the novel?’ To write a longer answer, you could develop m
points using PEE.

Here’s an example of how a longer answer would gradually develop from your w
does the relationship between Paddy and Sinbad change throughout the nove
short introduction which focuses on the essay guestion:

Sinbad is Paddy's younger brother in the ni v’ "} zir velationship gra

develops — when tension deve(ow s tl/\"éﬁbogs’ parents, Paddy st
different light. o

" Ly
The first pa: %3@“ has been looked at; therefore, work with a partner to find th
make about ¥ relationship between Paddy and Sinbad. You might want to loo

cruelty to Sinbad, for example.
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Record your three different points below:

Now look at the PEE framework below. Notice th 1 _rovided three times f
task is to practise using the PEE frameve 2ve10pmg each of your points a
are unsure about how to do th’.. ety jx,,_.tu-'c‘hé example first paragraph provide

Tips!

e If you're unsure what to write at first, it might help y- .~ s find a suitable q
thinking about any points that you would like io ne jﬁfand/or you might n
which you would like to use for your . Aol

*  Always remember what the °, .';' & questlon is. When you areinane
focus, so always go bl s ead the guestion so that you are aware of

,Zf pty _aake §/our paragraphs longer by over quoting from t

i 03\06\ chunks of the text. The examiner will not be fooled! Make s
and resse%

e Embedding quotations is a sophisticated way of expressing your points. Y
naturally to you or you may need to practise writing in this way before the
of your quotations but sometimes embedding a quotation helps your writi

4
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Creative Writing Exercises

Writing as a 10-year-old child:

1. With a partner, discuss what you would have to consider when writing as if &
For example, what kinds of things would you not be able to understand? R
back to the rest of your group.

2. Now think of a vivid childhood memory from whe, . - i\ ’éere 10 years old (
this age). Write about this event from a chile s> = pective — possibly even
to consider the kind of language *" ¢ /'y » il use.

3. Read over your finished = . 0’c ,l:!...étm"éf Is it realistic? Swap your story wi
about theirwritizc o = : éua on language.

o S

Doyle descr ;:W a vivid memory of him walking in his neighbourhood wit

of his novel.

1. With a partner, discuss a memory from your childhood which you can rem
Try to remember as much as you can about this memory: When was it? W
you doing? What could you see, hear, touch, taste and smell?

Record your ideas for your writing.

2. Imagine that you are going to write a semi-autobiographical novel about y
your inspiration for your opening. You can also use your fictional ideas, as
opening. Proofread it when you have finished.

3. Swap your opening with a partner. Feed back your ideas about their writin
opening?

Writing from Mrs Clarke’s perspective:

1. Asthe novelis told from Paddy’s perspective we do nn* 7 nd out the truth al:
relationship with Mr Clarke. She may have su*z «c ;f-‘fih.::ﬁepression as Pad
up one morning. Discuss with a partna. A yy f*, urink that Mrs Clarke’s re
husband. Record yourideas = 4 0 f‘__;z,:.d'back to the rest of the group.

2. Write a monologue 2"« " cries Describe your thoughts and feelings. W
did you fammenb 1 arke? What are your hopes and dreams for the fut

, mdogﬁé with a partner. Read through their work. Do you ag

¥ Discuss what you think about each other’s work with a partn
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These exercises are intended to help you to think about how the characters may
pointsin the novel.

1)

Writing-in-Role Exercises

Imagine that you are Liam after walking out of the circle =fter Kevin has hit

.

thoughts and feelings about what has happened ..

-

- m ywant to include:

e how you feel aboutthegame .
o how you feel about Kev' .a = . . place’ in the gang
& .o0ut of the circle and leaving

s
;od'are Sinbad after being locked in the suitcase by Paddy. Yo

. how';}ou feel about Paddy
e how much you notice Paddy’s changing attitude towards you
e how you feel about the tension between your parents

Imagine that you are Paddy at the end of the novel. Write about how you f
significant changes have taken place. You may want to include:

e how you feel about only seeing your father now and again
e how you feel about being ‘the man of the house’ now
e what you hope for the future both at home and at school
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These tasks are designed to make you think about the characters’” motives, thou

1)

Text Transformation Exercise

Paddy tries to talk to Sinbad about their parents’ impending break up a cou
novel. However, Sinbad does not want to talk ab-. 1 ihy do you think t

e

a) Work with a partner to conside- "« 0. soys feel about what is hap
willing to talk about it N

Work with your Wi

,...wra"c"é a scene of dialogue, imagining what t

Paddy:  Sinbad! Are you awake?

Sinbad:  I've told you. Don’t call me Sinbad...

Now that you have read the novel, write a monologue as Paddy, describing
the changes which have taken place. You could include:

e How you feel now that you have lost your friends at school
e  How your attitude has changed towards Sinbad

e  Your feelings towards your father now that he has left

e What kinds of responsibilities you have taken on at home

Write a poem from the perspective of anv of ¢ m i characters in the nov
thoughts and feelings. Use the f|r<t = W
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1)

2)

3)

Speaking and Listening Exerci

Discussion
In a small group, discuss how Paddy and Sinbad are affected by their parent
You could focus on:

e how Paddy’s narrative becomes darker as the st--, ‘evelops
e  Paddy and Sinbad’s changing relationshi .« =~ =~

e how the boys behave different’ . "t;‘,@,»f"'a’r"g at school

e the choices Paddy ma'¢ /W, jk“.;(I,...:i‘;ri'éh’ds

N r two of the themes which run throughout the novel to the re

Role piay
As the story is told from Paddy’s perspective the reader can only guess wha:
fighting about. Below are some possibilities:

e Mr Clarke has grown distant from his wife and family.
e  Mrs Clarke is not happy with doing all of the house work and looking af
e  The arguing worsens when Mr Clarke starts drinking.
e Mrs Clarke has depression.

e Imagine that Paddy and Sinbad have just gone to bed.
e Role-play a heated discussion which Mr and Mrs Clarke may have had ¢
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Revising Paddy Clarke Ha Ha

How to Use Quotations: A Short Revision Guide
Whether you are writing for an examination or a Controlled Assessment, quotat
evidence for your points about the text. Practising using them will help you writ

Here are some reminders with regards to using quot~''~. - @
e  Putinverted commas at the beginning an ' e d ~ * .equotation.

e  Write out the line whichyou hax . 2 0 = v _xactly as it appears in your copy
e Make sure that the aupj' b ey l‘_vant and supports your point.

o Keep quo*""ior: by, o ; m concise as much as possible.

T‘é&o qqotattons are used to support your point of view in your e
s

Embedding Quotatzons
It is sophisticated to embed quotations in your writing. For example:

Roddy Doyle writes as Paddy Clarke, a ten-year-old boy who undergo
his home and school life throughout the novel. When we first meet Pa
friend Kevin about how ‘cool (p. 1) it would be to have a dead mothe
innocence — they think that having a dead mother means that you ge
school by teachers. However, the boys don’t think about how the loss

lives.

Look at how the short quotation has been naturally emb( , 1 into the writer’s
use of embedded quotations when you practise y..a¢ W\ 3 =ssay writing style.

: Teacher s Tip
b uns“as short as possible. The examiner is looking
the novel.
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Revising PEE

In order to write well and develop your points, you need to be confident when u
finding quotations’ from the text.

Copy and complete this practice page for PEE. Different parts of the PEE chain a

Paddy shares details about his life with the re .« =

‘ L

e Sinbad is a victim of the gang’s bullying:
‘Sinbad wouldn’t put the lighter fuel in his mouth’ (p. 8)

This line shows...

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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*  Paddy’s father becomes moreandr ¢ - 'j;ta,—fc"at"ﬁome.

* Kevinistheleaderofthe -~ g7
e Paddy becomes fa. - s a1 Charles Leavy.
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Revision Guidance

Make sure that you know which unit you are doing Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha for
exam or controlled assessment — when and how long it is (hint — all of this infor
somewhere in this resource!).

Have you tried some exam-style questions? It would helr . bok at the sampl
possible answer to at least one of them. Practise ='21:411 .én; timing — you nee¢

planning time. Also, practise writing full 224+ <5 :‘ questlons timed. Reme

brainstorm before writing. The bf
efficient with time manar . -

Sa ¥ fusare that it will increase your con

o W A . . .

Remember e management is crucial so the more time you spend writin
oo g

have for the \@#the better. Have a rough plan for timing in your head —for in

45 minutes writing and 5 minutes to check your work and add anything which y

It may be beneficial to know some information about Roddy Doyle and the peri
set, but remember that you are not being assessed on your contextual knowled
the novel’s background might help to inform your interpretations, but you don
in detail.

It is worth rereading the text. A second read enables you to pick up on things

time round. It will also enable you to gain a deeper understanding of the ideas
also need to be aware of the ways in which the novel is structured and why you
to structure the novel this way. You may also wish to make notes for particula

When Writing Exam Responses -

e  Remember not to waste time with lengthv ir am !r mns ~ move straight i

e Remember to use Standard EnglKH M Jout your essay — make sure tha

e  Use a spider diagram or kol pc s help you with your ideas but adjus
freeto add to it ~roz .

o Make st 2 e éxam t|me Divide it up so that you are aware of ho
This we NI” spread your efforts out. Be aware of how many marks a
much you afe expected to write.

e  Remember to build in planning time at the start and allow yourself time to

e Remember to keep quotations short and concise: use the PEE chain and in
your own words. Bring your ideas to your writing — remember that a write
interpretation.

e Tryto use embedded quotations to bring sophistication to your writing.
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General Guidance on Writing Es

This section is for any essay so it is important to read before you focus on speci
reminder to help you with your essay-writing skills — you should already have ha
and this section is divided up into five sections:

Planning
Writing an introduction
Writing the main part of your essav.
Writing a conclusion

Tips for writing bette .

a)

b)

Planni -
Before ,én you should underline and examine the keywords in the q
focus on what the examiner is looking for and it will help you to prepare an

Jot down any immediate ideas and read through the passage related to th

Create an essay plan — if it helps, put the question (or the keywords) in the
time, number your points in the order which you think is best for each para
students prefer to use bullet points.

Note down any quotations which you think support your points — you shou
your essay (four or five).

Remember that you won’t be allowed a copy of the text in the exam, som
key characters and themes memorised.

Writing an introduction

An introduction is usually sho*’+ sy pomt addressmg the question f
introduce your ideas ar.. -,

‘j_ Ao Remember context is not assessed in th
arci e . madtion about Roddy Doyle or the novel’s context. |
> a1 ufocus of the exam guestion overall.

include bg
the ket 11_

Writing the main part of your essay

After writing your introduction you may be feeling more confident. It's imp
hand at this stage. You should now work through your plan creating a struc
point. If you have numbered your points, this may help you —or you could
introduction. You may prefer to work through your plan naturally, adding a

Be aware of timing; however, you don’t want to still be working on the ma
time. Timing is essential —don’t dwell on one part for too long.

The structure of each paragraph could follow PEE and if you have practised i

that your writing flows naturally while following this forr Remember that
your analysis will be assessed.

Remember to keep quotations =", » £z 4 "o comment on the effects of wo
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d)

e)

Writing a conclusion
After working through your main points your conclusion should be short and c¢
conclusion should sum up the main points which you have made and refer ba

Tips for writing better essays
Read essays which have gained the grade that youar. i §1ing for —look at
effective and consider how your own wntmg i ‘ove'to meet that tar,
particular: a

e how the introducﬁ’f‘ )

how effectlvely the essay is concluded

Information about the question
You will be given a choice of two questions in the exam — only answer one
questions through carefully and decide which one you would feel more co
Don’t write half an essay then change your mind and switch question. Thi
sure you have underlined the key focus of the question, which will be abo

Using bullet points and spider diagrams
Spider diagrams are helpful for getting ideas down and maintaining focus
to refer back to and you don’t have to use all of your ideas in it. You may
some.

They may just be a starting point and may pro, - ss ,Af_‘(:/od start writing. Y
diagram as you’re writing. ‘

After choosing and <3 - | rquestion, it’s helpful to write down as m
the qugi Y < . : _asojot down any particular quotations or sections tha

effectit ‘f’w maklng notes but remember to keep your focus on the ques
ﬁé&

When to use buillet points and spider diagrams
If your essay title requires you to write about a character, theme or any as
one.

e

Answer these questions:
1. Whatshould you focus on in the question?
How should you introduce your essay?
What do you need to make sure you do with all your quotatio
How many points should you roughly aim fnr in your essay?

VR W

How should you sum up your mam D :
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Literature Exam Information

Read the information below about the exam so you know what to expect.

v’ This is part of an external examination and worth 20% of GCSE marks.
v’ Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha is Unit 1: The Study of Prose — Sec*ion A: Novel.
v' The exam is 1 hour 45 minutes long. You should s v - 1 ‘?pur on this sectio
v’ There is a choice of two essay questions, franm wi ) you choose one.
v Itis a closed-book examination. ..~ . . 7

- éi _exam guestions below. These are the sort of g

Sample Exam Questions

Answer either part (a) or part (b).

(a) Consider the ways in which Doyle presents Sinbad. To what extent do you
sympathetic character in the novel?

(b) Consider the ways in which Doyle presents the idea of cruelty in the novel.
and why? Remember to justify your opinions. ;

9
08 3
. ot
(a) ConsideGu®w

a bully?

Answer either gt (» ~ : oy

ays in which Doyle presents Paddy. To what extent do you a

(b) Consider the ways in which Doyle presents the idea of family in the novel.
family life affect the characters in the novel? Remember to justify your opi
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