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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource begins with an introduction to gender: some initial questions arou
debate, encouraging an overview of what gender is and how it affects us. Next,
theories and consolidating these against a range of data. Stretch-and-challenge
Throughout, we will also develop all the relevant skills for examination practice,
will be many instances where a ‘discuss’ or ‘evaluate’ question will be apt, or wh
consolidate new concepts, so do feel dip in and out when teaching a theory.

This new specification for 2015 onwards takes an entirely synoptic approach. W
ensures that theories are as conceptual as possible. For instance, Edelsky/Herri
in an online context, thereby linking gender and techr '~ - ;. "'Id Shaw’s study o
society and occupational groups. o

Links to other key AQA langu'3- = 1 3 7';L}'e“r"ﬁéde explicit with references throug
It is advisable that te-~ . = "féu‘,_...,.eh'é’ir students reflect on how the key strands o
contrast or N he t {nése points. However, the main focus of this resource
students’ ex¥esg@ ion answers when the data or concept is clearly ‘gender’ bas

There are 51 theories in total and these can also be found at the end of the reso
also be useful for revision and as a ‘theory aide-memoire” which could be used a
are presented with new data. This will encourage them to bring in a range of th
and to choose the most apt theory rather than using a scattergun approach, whi

However, if you feel this amount of theory is unwieldy, please feel free to pick a
to be most relevant, interesting or appropriate for your groups.

Written by a long time teacher of A Level English Language, this resource pools t
and experience into a handy resource where the busy teacher can find everythin

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free
made to this resource or other English resources yo
has purchased, and details of any promotions for you

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teacher:
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Student’s Introduction to Language

As an overview, for this module you will cover:

* levels of language (such as graphology, lexis, discourse structure, grammar
you will learn how to apply them to gender related issues

* theories to test out on different types of data. You should be confident en
both agree and disagree with how these theories apply in different context

*  data relating to gender. You will then apply your knowledge of levels of la
Examples of data include advertisements, current affairs and transcripts of
many different contexts — in short, the wider spectrum of contexts you cov
exam you will be.

What about the Exam? ;
Time to get started on Language anc. 7> ‘di - , .t this point, it is helpful to see t
' } m.atis leading you.

er

The examin. @u synoptic, which means everything is examined together.
must prepare for each key type of question (shown below) for the following key
e Social Groups

e QOccupational Groups

e Language and Gender

e Regional and National Variations

e Language Change since 1600 (A Level Only)

e  Children’s Language Development (A Level Only)

There is also a requirement to cover electronic, spoken and written texts, which
e transcripts

e  advertisements

*  magazine articles

e  business documents, such as written warnings, contracts, etc. and other o
e educational documents, such as JCQ guidelines and school prospectuses.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

The key questions are as follows:

Paper 1:
‘Analyse how text A/B/AB uses language to create meanings and representatio
Paper 2:

Q1 or Q2 — tanguage and the Individual

Question on a short transcript or other data on a key topic cf itudy, e.g. power,
or evaluate the idea that...’ (using the data as a sprinf 4t 1 4 it :o a longer answe
Paper 2: .
Q3 — Language Discourses
‘Write an article giving veuio,

Full A Leve 12,

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

on to discuss issues relating to the topic...

Paper 1: ? [9
‘Analyse how text A/B/AB uses language to create meanings and representatio
Paper 2: 09

Q1 or Q2 — Language and the Individual

Question on a short transcript or other data on a key topic of study, e.g. power,
or evaluate the idea that...” (using the data as a springboard into a longer answe
Paper 2:

Q3 — Language Discourses

‘Write an article giving your own opinion to discuss issues relating to the topic...

Education
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An evaluative question in Paper 1, Section B, e.g. ‘Evaluate the statement’ or ‘e
language change or acquisition)

Therefore, it is advisable to practise the following questions for each key area o

¢ How meanings and representations are created in A/B/AB (comparative)

e  Typical question on short transcripts, e.g. how is power created / how are
(using the data as a springboard into a longer answer)

e Opinion pieces with exemplars (e.g. ‘Write an opinion article in which you
for Paper 2 Q3 (needed for both AS and full A Level courses)

e Evaluative question (if studying the full A Level) —although these will be on
change/acquisition, the skills are very similar to the AS paper’s ‘discuss the

This resource will give options for all of the above 75 Us ;

Assessment Objectives e L

Here are the assessment .4~ ¢ _of \7our AS and A Level Language examinati
e 'oy, clear written expression, ability to analyse

issues, concepts

AC3: co™ext {e.g. form, audience, purpose — newspaper article, blog, pers

AO4: connections (similarities, differences, use of comparative phrases suc

AOS: creativity (e.g. ability to create an enjoyable, controlled narrative voic

Make sure you know which AQ you are being assessed on for each question.

AS Paper 1
AO1 AO2 AO3
Q1, Q2 (A, B analysis) v v
Q3 (AB comparison)

AS Paper 2
AO1 AO2 AO3
Q1, Q2 (discuss) v v
Q3 (opinion piece) 4

A Level Paper 1

AO1 AO2 AO3
Q1, Q2 (A, B analysis) v v
Q3 {AB comparison)
Q4 {lang acq) v

A Level Paper 2

: "~ ot A02 AO3
\ —"“'I'gn‘g change) v v
inion piece) v

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 3 of 106
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Language and Gender: Initial Disc

In pairs or small groups, discuss the following ideas and prepare to share your t

1. Whatis ‘gender’?

2.  How important is gender to us as individuals and as a society? Is it a useful
inequality still exist?

3. Isyourideolect {your own personal way of speaking) or sociolect (the way
gendered? If so, what does this say about you? (Mal‘{é = g’ist of things you

people of the same sex that you would not se:-r 1 » «d-_2x conversations.

4.  When other people talk, how ~o ¢» "h‘y sulisten? Rate yourself on a scale
zoned out, 10 being *77. | .

- ang). Does this change when you listen to

6. How do you feel if people forget your birthday? What sort of language wo
your friends/family? Does your language/approach change according to th
some of the responses in your class (from males and females) to see if they

7. How would you react in the following situations?
e Afriend of the same sex said ‘You're not wearing that, are you?’
e  Your partner or friend of the opposite sex said the same.

8. How would you get your girl/boyfriend to do something they might not wa
shopping)? What sort of language would you use (including prosodic and p

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

9. How far do you agree with the theory in which the central idea is that a ma
the longer he has been married?

Chances of a Man Winning an Argument

A

60
$ 50 5 Marriage Period
F COPYRIGHT
@
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::J 20 Dating :

2 < > 1
E oo ! Ig
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0 ! Qg

Time (Years) Education

10. If someone asks you, ‘What’s wrong?’, how often would you reply, ‘Nothin
Do you actually want to explain what’s wrong? If so, what does this sugges

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 4 of 106



11. Are women more likely to apologise than men?

12. What are the differences in the connotations of these terms?

bachelor pad - spinster pad - singles pad
insurance man - insurance woman -  insurance salesperson
man flu - woman flu - flu

man cave - woman cave - personm’ space

13. Can men also feel pressures about their genc .7 D ‘fi;e'y?feel that their bo
advertisements or in film? Didyou ~ ‘o1 " stanhce, that there has been

hospital for eating disorders™..« ¥ .‘.:"j_;_;‘neri'feel about the terms ‘manorexi

14. What are your feelings about and understanding of newer terms such as ‘ge

15. Do you know what the new initialism ‘LGBTQIA” means?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Diachronic Language Study of Languag

What do the nineteenth-century terms in the table mean? What do they show a
time? What, if anything, has changed? Make notes on the gendered connotatio:

Note: although language change over time is only assessed at A Level, this task d
gendered terms suitable for AS Level also.

1811 Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue by Francis Grose, can be accessed at:
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/5402/5402.txt

Task - L
Word/Phrase Nineteenth-cr i v _1.aning

Adam’s ale

Ace of spades

Arch duke

Baggage
Brother of the blade

Brother of the string
Bull calf

Crone

Dangler

Dapper
Doodle
Duke of limbs

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Evans

Ewe

Execution day

Fly-by-night

Gentleman of three outs

Gigglers

Gil e il PROTECTED

Goat

Greenhor i3
I o3

T

Grey mare

IS

Gunpowder

Irish beauty 09
Jack Adams EdUCC‘tiOQ ]

Jolly dog

Discuss how gendered terms for men and woman perhaps haven’t changed that
imagery is much stronger and more positive for men even in the modern day.

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 6 of 106



Gendered Terms Theory

Below is a selection of theorists who looked at gendered terms. Their theories
used specifically for each gender, some with more positive connotations than o
AQ2 theory as it reveals how language can be used in a different way across the

Theory 1: Schulz and Lakoff: Gendered Terms (1975)

Gendered terms at their simplest are words like ‘lord’ or ‘lady” which
between the genders. Gendered terms also include any lexeme with
which implies either that you belong to the male or are lesser than h
the female version of something male, accord i ] linguist Muriel S
‘semantics of sexism’. i

b the fema!e equivalent also take
,;tye'oppOSIte {or feminine equivalent) of

‘Semantic derogation’ or:
time. For exame!.

a ngaative s oyl

2

- t‘ij — \ i
oe,an
“

Theory 2: Holmes: Gendered Terms (1986)

Linguistic theorist Janet Holmes proposed that gendered terms discr
high number of derogatory terms used to describe them (less so for

Holmes said that animal imagery is one area where women are portr
example, the terms ‘stud’ for a man and ‘bitch’ for a woman.

She also found that food imagery can be equally insulting, and gende
for example, terms such as ‘crumpet’ or even ‘sugar’, which are rest

Task 1
Discuss how you would feel if you were called any of the animal or food names
positive or negative?

Task 2
What about if a female is called a ‘stud’ or a male is called ‘sugar’? Do the term
can this tell us about society? What about words such as ‘player’ or ‘hottie’?

Task 3

Read this 2012 Daily Mail article which supposedly lists the top 20 most hated a
women {top most hated being ‘babe’ and top most accepted being ‘gorgeous’).
findings (which are not from a trusted linguistic site)?

o htto://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article- 2196287/D0n* ik

f—The-hated-pet-na
sweetcheeks.htmi

Task 4
Which gender do you fee' L
animal insulig,
you surpris:

/g N

TR discriminated against? To test your theor
iy aoth men and women. Next, do the same for food
: 1e dlfferences in the number of expressions?

Theory 3: Stanley: Insults (1977)

Julia Stanley collated insults for both genders in 1977 and found that
promiscuous female and only 20 for a male. She found further differ
worse connotations, whereas insults for a male sometimes had posit
negative, connotations of femininity, e.g. ‘gay’ or being called part o
there seems to be no male equivalent of the female insult.

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 7 of 106
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Task 5

In groups, write down as many slang, colloquial terms for men and woman as y
animals, which have already been covered). Don’t be shy —look at sexual imag
you can think of.

Theory 4: Tannen: Gendered Terms — the Male as Nor

One of Deborah Tannen's most influential ideas is that of the ‘male a
‘man’ and ‘mankind’ may imply this. The term for the species or peo
for one sex only.

She wrote: ‘If we believe that women and men have different styles
we are hurting both women and men. The womer are treated based
speak to women as they would other meo .., " ;re erplexed when t
resentment. Finally, a woman m\ ung *l" > wan's realm of speech is
rude or bitchy.’
Ta

Task 6 oo W
While you hXga#®#€en studymg gender, have you noticed any instances of Tanne
where females in the group have been considered ‘bitchy’ or even called a femi

have been similarly put down because of their ideas?

Task 7
What about the word ‘bossy’? Is this applied similarly to both males and femal

Read about the 2014 ‘ban bossy’ campaign: http://banbossy.com/

Watch these videos on YouTube where the campaign is supported by stars such
Jane Lynch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dynbzMICcw

How well does this campaign fit with Tannen’s ‘male as norm’ theory? Could th
the fact that young girls veer away from leadership?

Has this campaign changed your mind about the long-term effects of a simple wc¢:
think that the word ‘bossy’ could mean so much to different people? Could this
a further language investigation?

Synoptic Opportunity
Electronic Texts

Task 8

Discuss gendered terms, gendered insults and the ‘male as norm’ in the genre of ¢
and online gaming. Print off transcripts to annotate.

e Arethe genders treated equally online? .
e  Why might the online form change language .2 8¢ |

Does gaming encourage gender segr .7

Further Reading:
If you would like to read more to extend your studies, challenge your knowledg
reading the original research in greater detail. One good example is Schulz’s ‘Th
Woman’, investigating the depths of linguistic chauvinism, which is explained in
https://www.ukessays.com/essays/english-literature/semantic-derogation-of-w

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 8 of 106
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Task 9

Gendered Lyrics

1. To what degree would you agree with this statement?
‘It is fairly true to say that many of us are influenced in how we view our ide
degree, by lyrics to songs we hear played on the radio or in our friendship g

2. Do you believe that lyrics portray either the male or female gender, or bein
light? Make a mini-investigation in answer to this question, which you sho
with, you could look at the following lyrics for a class discussion before wid
about different genres and time periods to make your investigation unique
coursework piece).

Lyrics

Chas & Dave — ‘Rabbit’
Gary Puckett — ‘Young Girl’
Alexandra Burke — ‘Broken H.
Green Day — ‘Drama.n}:»

Salt ancegilya - & e
Tic— QB by
(3
Task 10

Extension: Which theory about gendered terms could you link with your finding

Synoptic Opportunity

Spoken Texts
Task 11
Discuss whether men and women are presented fairly in music? Are there any

discrimination than others?

Investigation Idea

If you are interested in finding out more about these intriguing issues, why not
your non-exam assessment investigation, e.g. ‘An investigation into the gender
‘The presentation of women in lyrics over time’?

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 9 of 106
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Exam Practice: The ‘Discuss/Evaluate’ Question

AS Paper 2 Q1 or 2 / A Level Paper 2 Section A:

Question on a short transcript or other data on a familiar theme of gender, pow
variation. ‘Discuss/evaluate the idea that...’

AS LEVEL

Paper 2, Section A, Language Diversity, Q1 or 2
Discuss the idea that... (gender differences).
AO1 - 10 marks

AO2 — 20 marks

A LEVEL
Paper 2, Section A Diversity and Change, Q1 :
Evaluate the idea that... (gender diffe- r e ¢ L
AO1 - 10 marks -

AQ2 — 20 marks

5
L

These quesifficggde &esigned to show the examiner that at AS and A Level, you
e  write a clear essay (AO1)

e demonstrate a clear overview of a concept (e.g. gender)
e  bring in and develop a range of relevant theory (AO2)

For both AS and A Level, you are marked on AO1 and AO2 for this question. For i

is more heavily weighted.

Before we tackle the data, let’s first take a look at the question.

What is the difference between ‘discuss’ and ‘evaluate’?
Key differences are that AS = discuss and A Level = evaluate.

From the Ofqual list of defined command words, the two terms are defined as:
1) ‘'discuss' means 'to present key points', whereas
2) 'evaluate' means 'to judge from available evidence'

So, in a little more detail...

Discuss: A discussion involves examining the various reasons around, or for and
of ‘discussion’ is a conversation between two or more people, and so a discussio
‘gender’} from many angles. This involves much more than reciting facts or descr
should write about the evidence for and against each theory.z.ad how they apply
each new coniext you are presented with. Since the cfic ',.:.fo,ffy there onyoure
should also write about wider issues (e.g. poi+ -, - oc i uddon, dialect, setting, ag
gender. After all, human beings are - .~ ile = 4 d their language can very rarely

4

In short, discusge

o B _..adisadvantages of theories (as relevant to the data)
" oot g .
o awarenVg@® opposing arguments

e  awareness of other contextual issues outside of gender (e.g. age, class, occL:

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 10 of 106
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Evaluate: An evaluation is similar in complexity to a discussion. The main differe
use of criteria (e.g. higher-level application of gender theory) to decide whether
another. Also, at A Level, there is no data to use as a springboard so you must a
general understanding) of the different types of gender theory and how these ¢
dominance, difference, socialisation). There is much more of a sense of argume
which is fitting with the extra year of study and maturity expected from your an
also occurs because of the way the question is framed — a statement to evaluate

In short:
e  evaluate which theories are most relevant to the statement given on the ex
e use your educated opinion to assess what value you think the statement ha
e be more forthright {rather than balanced for AS) wit* + dgement or verdi
e finish with a conclusion or a summing-up of * vu. ar L

How to use the ‘discuss/evalua*s . iis \..;m this resource:
Since the difference bety -« 4 “ \.w0 approaches is fairly subtle, you can use th

e  not usg Tf ‘at ;,.,f}\-»{ével — instead, evaluate the statement
e usethe wﬁf@o Jor AS Level as a springboard into similar or different theories/

e have an Opinion on the statement for A Level and finish with a concluding j

For Questions 1 and 2 of Paper 2 you will...
e focus your answer around the area of study named in the question (e.g.
e create a discussion that showcases your knowledge in this area
e show that you understand how one concept/issue/theory can be challen

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 11 of 106
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Exam Practice 1
This following exam practice is suitable for the A Level Q1/2 ‘Evaluate’ question

Try it!
Evaluate the idea that sexual or taboo terms are used differently by men
more to do with gender than with context.

Planning Tasks

1. Try the question without any data for a springboard but try to use investiga
Mitlet, any of the gendered terms theories and any other theory you find a

2. Create a mind map with the words ‘sexual and taboo ter:as’ in the centre.

3. Create a branch for ‘male’ and a branch for fem-.¢. ./ .

4. Attach to these some examples of wha* < n¢’

5. From these examples, linkin=c> 0 Se 1 LTy,

6. Create another branch. . :;_‘ﬁ;réré'ﬁ/ing argument’.

7. Onthis, smmst o« y\ on according to the statement. You could th
answe 'Li‘;g L i . do you agree with the statement?

8. This‘ov :ing argument’ branch should form the introduction and conc

Essay Tasks

1. Next, write the essay under timed conditions. Your plan and writing should
minutes — the time allotted for this question in the examinations.

2. Remember to use a range of AO1 terms and AO2 theories, plus clear disco
(the examiner).

Assessment Tasks

1. Compare your answer to the exemplar (differentiated for AS and A Level).
would you give this? To do this use the AQA marking scheme which can be
http://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-7

2. Afterwards, use the mark scheme to self-assess your essay.

3. Lastly, set yourself targets on the areas you need to revisit and revise. You
teacher has marked your work — pay attention to the areas for improveme
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Indicative Content for Exam Practice 1

Evaluate the idea that sexual or taboo terms are used differently by men
more to do with gender than with context.

AO1
e Taboo language innate

AO2

Hay:

e Men only use insults in m—m talk

e Both genders’ ‘banter’ includes sexualised talk focusine ~ : prowess in any

e However, women would rather abuse men for *h' " .‘e‘,;can't do

e Women abuse men jokingly more than ¢ < « (_f'fm'ﬂ,.tne’r women

e Women seek support from ot! :_;:;ak'fng about people

e Men joke competitiv: ‘A

e Men jolg e il s sé;uality to gain power over them

e Howev! 115‘3;@ who abused people lower down in the hierarchy were see
driven) ®

Lakoff:

Women lack a sense of humour

Millet:
Men’s humour is latently homosexual, narcissistic, sadistic and power orientate

Kuiper:

Men’s banter is aggressive and competitive

Men’s banter revolves around trying to make the others sound homosexu
Men’s banter is formulaic in this way

Men's banter in rugby is more overt than in basketball {context-driven)
The locker room is a safe space where such banter is expected (context-dr
The locker room is a safe space for committing face-threatening acts
However, this ‘safe space’ is driven by fear (paradox)

e &6 o o o o o

Pilkington:
Male humour is a ‘mateship culture’

Tannen:

e  Status vs support

e Conflict vs compromise

e Independence vs intimacy

Cameron:
Male as norm
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Sample Answer for Exam Practice 1

Evaluate the idea that sexual or taboo terms are used differently by men
more to do with gender than with context.

A word which has gained popularity in recent years is ‘banter' and the MEARING
particularly so when it includes sexual or taboo terms, both linguistic trends tha
implies good-natured teasing, something light-hearted which occurs between close §
nobody really qets hurt. But is this possible between the genders?

Many theorists have shown that wmale and female language is v ry different, so

between the sexes. lo explore this issue, a good p""‘" A dar s seems to be the

Tannen and her “versus' thecries, for m;fﬂc "to\ versus support, conflict ve

versus intimacy. Tannea 5«,\%&9&4 ; . ine lm\@ije prefers status, conflict

mind, we wonld imagine 4 tyle humour is one which puts others down
status), whi '
té\:“i Yihe emotional response of the recipient (a5 wen are happy to

rmuch about hw‘tmq the feelings of others).

b o Nma-tory, perhaps insulting (as men do act wmind creati

take into 4

However, if we look at the feminine style of lanquage, we can see that women co
Joked with them in this way. Tannen suggests that women prefer support, compr
could be wiped out in an instant should they become the butt of a masculine jok.

In this way, we could sugqgest that male humour would be best used solely on wmale
back up the largely outdated suggestions of Robin Lakoff that women lack 4 sen
Deborah Cameron, such attitudes unfortunately also keep a gender imbalance wit

were wrong to have their feelings hurt by a crude or suggestive joke at their e

Other theorists have locked at this area of communication. For instance, Koenr
locker-room banter in New Zealand rugby clubs. He found that male banter did
Tannen, that their jokes would be very sexualised and use large amounts of expli
recipients. His findings, however, also suggested that context played a large par
safe space where jocular insults were expected, where the players needed to suppol
It would be hard to imagine some of these insults being used outside the locker

and expecting this to be seen as funny is presumably very uslikelyd.

:nmz:z‘; and also fou
Found that female pla
recruits with harch hunour until th, ¢ o e ijtmad into the group lest

Another theorist called Jeanifer Hay expanded on Kuw ;

when people formulated humour. <She 1ooked &8 T 4r‘

agqressive or bitchy. Hov Ay

fi &Jso a qer\de.r imbalance sinCe we Can ass

receive the ° excxcﬂy the same actions.

In swamary, it '5eew\5 that speakers do make choices surrounding what type of hu
context. People do seem aware that jokes can create face-threatening acts or ¢
idiosyncratic humour also seems linked to gender, as Tannen's difference theory wo

struck between our own impulses with what we find amusing and with whom we mi
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Exam Practice: Questions 3/4
Questions 3 and 4 make up Section B of the A Level Language Paper 2. These tw
theme but will test very different skills. Q3 is evaluative and comes in the form ¢
first three questions of Paper 1, and the same AOs apply). Q4 is more creative a
article — this will follow the theme and issues raised in texts A and B from Q3.

Question 3 (Analyse and compare)
Question 3 of Paper 2 will have two themed texts to look at

You wilt be marked on the following assessment objectives {AOs) for Q3:

e AC1-apt and accurate terminology and clear written ex»ression

e AC3 - context {form, audience, purpose, produc" - }ption, who, what
e  AC4 - compare and contrast .

The mark alfocation is as fo!'", -« f

Question 3 will begin:
Text A is... [information about form, audience, purpose)
Text B is... [information about form, audience, purpose)

Explore how language is used in Text A and Text B to reveal views about [theme
e investigate what is the same and different about both texts
e assess how successfully the texts reveal their views

Exam Practice 2
Here is an A Level Paper 2 Q3 question to try.

Text A is... Ban Bossy (see next page)
Text B is... Generic Man and Female Airmen (see next page)

Try it!

Write an opinion article in which you discuss the issues surrounding th
changed over time in this online article and are continui
Before writing your article, you should state your intende

Planning Tasks:

1. Choose your form, audience and purnc*c
Form: T i
Audience:

spend 15 mmutes to annotate both Text A and Text B which follow. This w
mostly for AO2 (theories, concepts and issues) but always include some AO

Pick out of your notes what you feel the main two arguments are and sum
e Text A’s main argument is:
e Text B’s main argument is:
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Now decide what your article will include. Will you be for or against the m
both sides?

Plan out three or four main sections of your essay below:

1. Introduction (stating whether you agree or disagree with the main
2. Section 1:
3. Section 2:
4. Section 3:
5. Section4:
6. Conclusion: summarise your argument
Essay Tasks

1. Next, write the essay unde{ Yo q
2. Remembertouse. ...

B
a ¥ line of argument

extensive vocabulary
a range of AO2 theories, concepts or issues but suitable for a non-spe
creativity and a strong sense of individual voice (that matches your st

Assessment Tasks:

Self-assess your work against the exam board’s mark scheme.
Annotate the exemplar and give this a mark.

Compare your piece to the exemplar.

Compare your work to that of other students. What can you learn from th
Set yourself targets for improvement.

U b WN =
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TEXT A
The following text is taken from the front page of the Ban Bossy campaign’s we
the share #banbossy link.

When a little boy asserts himself, he's called a ‘leader’. Yet when a little girl doe:
branded ‘bossy’. Words like bossy send a message: don't raise your hand or sp
are less interested in leading than boys—a trend that continues into adulthoo
girls to lead.

The confidence gap starts early. Between elementary and high school, girls’ s
more than boys’.

Bossy holds girls back. Girls are twice as likely - < 7 V,_wofry that leadershi

‘bossy’.

.y are called on less and interrupted more.

Girls get less airtime iz - &

Read the ful

TEXTB
This text is from The Economist’s web page called Johnson Language’ where th
use and abuse of language.

Generic Man and Female Airmen
Oct 16th 2012, 19:48 by R.L.G. | NEW YORK

Last week's post on ‘guys’ inspired some thoughts on the tricky landscape of g
that feminism and social solidarity between young men and women had made
women to be addressed as ‘dude’ or ‘you guys'...

Other traditional terms are in similar disarray. Female Hollywood types are ‘ac
many women of the serious New York stage call themselves ‘actors’. No self-r
verse calls herself a ‘poetess’ anymore. ‘Waitress’ is holding its own against ‘s
quickly yielded to ‘flight attendant’. ‘Hostess’ is harmless but ‘mistress’ is taint

Read the full article here: http://www.economist.com/blog
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Indicative Content for Exam Practice 2

Overarching argument:

Theorists yo , o’

AO2 —you could have used:

AOS:

]

Write an opinion article in which you discuss the issues surrounding th
changed over time in this online article and are continuin
Before writing your article, you should state your intende

Decide whether you feel that the use of gendered terms has changed over ti
there still a gender bias whereby females suffer from being put down or sub
modern times?

Look back to the diachronic language task earlier in the resource where term:
acceptable. Can you think of any taboo words which h? ! Iost their power o
ameliorated? Which taboo words ‘get weaker gt
Then look at your notes from class discu:zon sout marked or gendered te
still many more derogatory ter= 4 s v 9 aen rather than for men?
What about new genf*f : such as ‘bossy’? What could this reveal ab
use? ‘

Kuiper — the sexualised insults used by men both to bond and to bring dow
Cameron — men and women are not inherently different but become differ
differently. You could link this to Loki’s ‘mewling quim’ quip. The Avengers
particularly shocking insults about male genitalia. Why could this be? Holm:
having more derogatory terms about their sexuality or their appearance —s
support this claim.

Cameron — men need to be the antithesis of feminine in order to find a plac
guim’ insult chosen because he is an ‘unstable’ character or is this just casu
to make himself seem more masculine?

Any of the socialisation theories that might try to explain why such terms fo
You will learn about these in the next section. You could even explore why
appropriate for a young audience — how far are teenagers desensitised to o
which focus on female genitalia?

Germaine Greer’s insight into the etymology of the ‘c’ word and how she wi
would weaken, at least in its negative connotations.

The diachronic study looking at seventeenth-century words and how today t
casually sexist way, showing, as the article says, for example, that insults do
will always exist. For example:

The ‘Ban Bossy Campaign’ is a good example to show a move into better con
Maybe Loki’s use of ‘mewling quim’ was to make h'rr s n more ancient an
today’s more enlightened society. .
Schulz and Lakoff

Terms such as ‘mistress’ aM
sexism’ and termec . A

Stanley
There is still more negativity surrounding female promiscuity and more nam
female in a derogatory way.

Your marks here will be awarded according to your creativity and whethery
your chosen form, audience and purpose.
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Sample Answer for Exam Practice 2

Write an opinion article in which you discuss the issues surrounding th
changed over time in this online article and are continui
Before writing your article, you should state your intend

Form: tabloid news article (sensationalised)
Audience: tabloid readers (lower reading age, working-class outlook)
Purpose: to inform and entertain

OK Err You Guys ... Eor ... Everyone

What are we meant to call people nowsd. o Aé C Smith for The

ilcvj_,,.»ie_.:"ciﬁies it can be hard to know how

Tabloid-like colloquial languez 2

‘bunch’ and semi-sevi: i & s without cansing offence. | mean, are w
the legs’. TS ic 4 ]‘“D{,ons to | certainly wolldn 't suggest calling a gqr
start the a Jt with a that's just asking to get a swift kick

a

provocative, hon-feminist stance. “lady’ canse offence?

The sublect has become such a hot topic
have looked into the situation. One o
Schwlz and Lakoff. They decided that

less power for women because they belo

AQ2 —Theory suitable for non-
specialists.

Tabloid style — argumentative tone.
Y 8 Possibly, but these ideas have taken ho

Have you heard about the Ban Bossy c

. . i ¢, this is about 1
AO5 — Tabloid style continued — seer dhva Beyonce, B b aboit @6 do

female celebrity’s looks are a focus
rather than the language issue.
Poor metaphor of ‘war’ is used
against the language issue.
Women'’s views are belittled.

Even with her outspoken views, it's har

Bee when she tells us, “I'm not bossy, |

Even first lady Michelle Obama has bee
against words. While her husband is bl

wife is waqing her own battles aqainst

Conversations in the workplace have bec

Examples given to support the
argument.

AO2 — Non-specialist introduction of
language change over time. .
AO5 — Inclusive ‘our’ armed forcec ' “a k r than “airman’ or “airwoman'?
typical tabloid style, first ¢ .~

mistress' as being in harge of a school
one that has ..~ A

devaln 2d e i

been used as an

"”mem\ir\gs over time.

S
“Lorces right now when | imagine they ha

worry abowt.

For many lanquage professers, the issue
this but with insults. Professor Holme
more negxtive words to insult a woman

AO2 —Holmes' ideas used well for do with animals or food. Words like ‘b

non-specialists. P
P nowadAys. However words like “stud’ al

“spinster’.
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 This is ot & new fight. Back in the I7th century, words like “grey

| mare' described a nA4qing woman but a drunken man was called “a jolly
dog’. To call & man 4 ‘dog’ nowadays does have a different meaning than
if it was used towards a woman. Perhaps there is something about
words that can be wore hurtful than you might at first think ?

Lome feminists have tried to reclaim words as their own. Similar to the

way African Americans reclaimed the ‘n' word, so feminist Germaine

That's a tricky one but good on her for trying.

Lo if in doubt, use a word that is gender neutral. Lomething like
“folks' rather than “ladies’ or “everyone' rather than “you quys’ if you
want to save yourself a headache, | hope 'e.ver‘yor\e\ found this article

[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
' Greer has tried to reclaim the ‘¢’ word as 4 word of power and beauty.
| useful. I not, ‘everyone' up - it’s only words after all.
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Deficit Theory

Deficit implies some sort of weakness or that something is lacking. These theor
inherently weaker than male language.

Theory 5: Lakoff: Deficit Language (1975)

Robin Lakoff published her language and gender theories in 1975. H
model’ and shows how female language is seen as ‘deficient’ when ¢
due to an inequality of power. Lakoff claims that women’s language

Hedges: using phrases such as ‘sort of’, ’kmﬁ o, ‘it seems like’,
Super-polite forms: ‘Would you mind ., 'ah premate itif...,’
Tag questions: ‘You're gomg i *w 5, wren't you?
Speak in italics: inter, « 1 33 & hphaSlS egual to underlining word
Empty adier’” : e Iovely, adorable
e 4 L ives for colour: e. g. mauve, magenta, lilac
T‘i;%n LOTTECt grammar and pronunciation: English prestige gram
Wect quotations (whereas men paraphrase or sum up more oft
9. Have a special lexicon: women use more precision in words for ¢
in language for sports
10. Questioning intonation in declarative statements: women make
questions by raising the pitch of their voice at the end of a state
expressing uncertainty. For example, ‘I think | might get that ne
occurs as part of the Australian accent — high rising tone).
11. Use ‘wh-" imperatives: e.g. ‘Why didn’t you ask me first?’
12. Speak less frequently than men
13. Overuse qualifiers: e.g. ‘l think that...’
14. Apologise more: e.g. ‘I'm sorry, but | disagree that...’
15. Modal constructions: e.g. can, would, should, ought — ‘Should w
16. Avoid coarse language or expletives
17. Weak expletive terms (less swearing), e.g. ‘oh dear’
18. Indirect commands and requests: e.g. ‘My, isn't it cold in here?’
on or close a window
19. More intensifiers: especially ‘so’ and ‘very’ (e.g. ‘l am so glad yo
20. Lack a sense of humour: according to Lakoff, women do not tell
understand the punch line of jokes

Ok W R

Task 1

1. Atfirst glance, how far do you agree with her theories? Are there any that
thought were completely untrue? Or any you thoughf '+ srevery insightful

2. Which would you say was the most correct ar”] a.* on
according to gender, e.g. do the males 2 “he "'j svagree wR.h point 20 and
rank the points in order from ~. 5 5 :‘/;f.,..u correct?

Task 2
Expletive k
Is it true tha %é«é" use weaker expletives (points 16 and 17}?

Synoptic Opportunity

Social Groups, Occupational Groups
Task 3

How does this vary according to context, e.g. who you are with, where you are?
females (e.g. do any men use weak expletives in any context)? What about wh
games? Or during lesson time? Or when trying to impress people of the same
competitive sports?
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Task 4

Colour Investigation: Lakoff states in point 9 that women have a special lexicon
Ask a selection of people (of different ages and genders) to describe a few colout:
person to make the test fair. This could be a pencil crayon, a shade of exercise
chart (which are free in DIY shops).

Record your findings and discuss them at the next lesson. Was it true that wom

Synoptic Opportunity

Occupational Groups, Language and Sexuality
Although this could be considered a niche market (1), can you think of any other
use of masculine/feminine colours could be used? f

Task 5
Your Opinion: From what v2:
since your initiztop’s >

7
Og?of\‘

g0

Further Rea\#’ s
In order to learn more about Lakoff’s theories and to avoid ‘sound byte’ unders
‘Language and Woman’s Place’, an extract from which is available here:

e http://web.stanford.edu/class/linguist156/Lakoff 1973.pdf

tedso 'far, how far do you agree with Lakc:

Challenges
To reach the higher marks, it is useful if you can sensibly challenge theories. Th
data you are presented with or the argument you are making and should not be

Here is a challenge to Lakoff’s findings on modals being part of a weaker, deficit
challenge on hedges.

Modal Constructions
There are different types of modals:

Epistemic Modality
Example: ‘might’ as in ‘it might be possible for me to do that'.
This is used as a marker of possibility.

Deontic Modality
Example: ‘can’ as in ‘you can sit down now’.
This is used as a marker of certainty and is used to control the object of the sen

Dynamic Modality
Example: “‘can’ as in ‘he can speak Spanish’. 9
This is used as a marker of certainty and is used t« ¢ v

Looking at these, how does thic ¢ it i . 1dkoff's view of modal construction
there any modals whick - & ¢ ~s.vmore part of a masculine style of speech?

b

3

! é.;?‘ 6: Holmes: Deficit Language (1984)

Janet Holmes’ research revealed that a feminine use of fillers and he
deficit language. Holmes states that language is multifunctional and

For instance, she cites the feminine use of the hedge ‘you know’ as b
speaker’s positive politeness strategy, to mitigate a strong opinion be::
agreement or understanding, whereas a deficit reading would show
or underconfidence of the speaker. On the contrary, Holmes’ readin
features shows that women are attuned to their listener.
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Gendered Language in Speech
Using the knowledge gained about gender so far, conduct a short investigation i
differences within spoken language.

Use the table below to investigate gendered spoken language. The areas listed
about how the different genders use language. We will compare these to vario

You could find data from real life (which would be the better option) by listenin
not possible, you could use TV shows, but be sure to mention in your findings th
purpose to entertain, and so may not be realistic.

Mark the ‘men’ or ‘women’ column with a tally and make.~¢? :s of any specific
particular characteristics of gendered language (o i ill. ; 7e e norm).

To ensure your data gathering is < .ox 3 .:j‘_{_,—égse'"i‘ul:
e do not tell your subic 2 ' Uare doing as this may affect their utteran
e to proty /a. . . ..ot use names in your feedback

o i
® maken t%‘;‘;on age differences, length of utterance, number of times per

: ,,;;%' U

Synoptic Opportunity

Social Groups, Occupational Groups

Task 6

In the notes column, explore whether context changes language use. For exam
the common room make a difference to gendered language as opposed to the s
classroom?

Men Women

Interruptions

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Topic change

Vague language

Use of ‘like’

Apologies

Loud volume COPYRIGHT
T > PROTECTED

High pitch w

Upwards ¢g 8¢ 1

Downwardsu‘i‘i)&gence {speaking
more slang then others)

IS

Qg

Education

Upwards divergence (speaking
posher than the rest)

Downwards convergence (all
using slang, etc.)

Other
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Theory 7: Jesperson: Deficit Model (1922)

Otto Jesperson also put forward a deficit model of female language i
Development and Origin. However, this was published in 1922 and w
and put together by less-than-scientific evidence such as word of moi:
were presumably male). Therefore, many of his findings could be de
believed that men were more skilled verbally and that women spoke i
non-fluency features or left sentences unfinished. He also believed t
because they were soaking up the information properly —read Debo
about historical views on gender here: https://www.agr.org.uk/a/20

Do women talk more than men? .7 is
However, Onnela’s reco- . « '11‘ tudy of Master’s Degree students
15 as very similar. What differed was the c

. https /www.hsph. harvard edu/news/features/do-women-talk-m

Pennebaker, a renowned psychologist, made a similar study and fou
really no significant difference in MLU.

Finally, Professor David Lazer conducted an experiment in Boston in
‘sociometer’ similar to a smart phone which collected data about th
employees and students. He found, similarly to Onnela, that context
Men spoke more when in larger groups (six or more) whereas wome
groups of two or three. In collaborative tasks, women were slightly
but, during lunch breaks, there was no difference.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Read more about this study here:
e https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/07/140715214323

What is your opinion on the question of who talks more? Is this an o
do you find that it is actually true?

Investjgation Idea

A possible investigation title would be to ook more closely at this intriguing and
time making transcripts in different contexts, e.g. schonl, .+, mon room, home
at how far occupation affects language use — mer are m‘_' A renowned for takin

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

themselves, but how far is this actua!lv’( i

IS

Qg

Education

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 24 of 106




Theory 9: Hall, Cameron, Barrett: Building on Lakoff

These three theorists (Kira Hall, Deborah Cameron, Rusty Barrett) su
findings may be outdated or simplified, her findings are often made
men post-sex-change.

Phone sex workers told Hall that they made use of feminine shades s
peach, or black lace, or charcoal-coloured lace not just black.” Lakoff
‘powerlessness; politeness, self-effacement, eagerness to please’. C
with comments such as, ‘Most men do not call a sex-line hoping for
economic policy’.

Cameron shows that male-to-female transsex: . s ﬂso ‘learn to use
of gender reassignment. They learn tc et z'h/' voice ‘rise and fall’, |
mouths more than men’ ard .« ore”

Rusty Barrei” 4, e ' ¢ language of African-American drag queens

Tf thot s s atts mlxed masculine swearing with feminine styles e
o9

<tapos;t|on on stage creating humour.

Synoptic Opportunity

Language and Sexuality
Task 7

Watch an early clip of Bruce Jenner, followed by a clip from Keeping Up with Th
becoming Caitlin, and then on his post-sex-change ‘Il Am Cait’. Does his languag
Cameron and Barrett’s findings hold true in this instance?

Please note that you are reviewing the language change based on a desire mad
transgender women) that they wanted their voices to sound more feminine. Th
sexuality (even though the initialism LGBTQIA links many characteristics togeth
identity.

a. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2itrOlvLUdU
This clip is of Bruce Jenner in 1976 being interviewed for Kids TV when he
fame. Unfortunately the sound quality is not great.

b. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2p5Xel30Qz8
This clip is from KUWTK when Kris and Bruce have separated but he has no
getting his hair cut at the insistence of his then wife, Kris Kardashian.

c. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8 mvOv2Y . s
In this clip is from El's ‘I Am Calt Can‘ icn "ifcs o seririend. Sheisin the ea
many questions about her nev. - A
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Synoptic Opportunity

Occupational Groups, Language and Sexuality

Task 8

What are your opinions on the pitch of a voice? Margaret Thatcher was taken
trained to be more masculine. Would this be the same for a male politician wit
teacher of either gender? What does this say about society?

Try to use theory to assist your answers. For example:

a) If Lakoff says that it is to women’s detriment that they speak in italics, cou
had to change her prosodic features?

b) Onthesame hand, is a woman with a deep voice considered ‘masculine’ o

a lesbian? -
¢) Again, furthering Lakoff, are women expeste i1t °r .k less and apologise
‘unfeminine’ when in dominant rele o0 . 3s urfme minister?

d) Did Thatcher have to mak-.} «rsc 1 y.ore masculine in line with the gender

Theory 10: O’Barr and Atkins: Social Class Model (19

William O’Barr and Bowman Atkins’ 1980 study challenged much of
from various courtrooms, they discovered that lower-class men use
those that she spotted in female speech. Their study evidenced a ‘p
social status. No longer linked to a deficit model, social background

Synoptic Opportunity

Social Groups

Task 9

Think about the classroom context, where there is a hierarchy between teache
Lakoff’s deficit features do you use when you are in the subordinate position?
females or is, in fact, the social hierarchy more influential upon language choic
study (or a mini-investigation) by noting down language use among your peers,
English Language to avoid the observer’s paradox — gather examples but do no
people are particularly confident amongst their peers (e.g. in the common roo
lessons.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

You can read more about this study in Linguistic Evidence: Power and Strategy i
interesting read for anyone considering studying Law or Social Work at universi
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Investigation Idea

This could form an interesti~ ~ - 5v~ 2+nvestigation for your non-examination
investigation icas dif - ..\ ‘auning styles of male and female teachers’.
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Exam Practice 3

You will need this for AS Paper 2, Q3, or full A Level Paper 2, Section B. The for
for AS:

Write an opinion article in which you discuss the issues s
Before writing, state your intended audience

And like this for A Level:

Write an opinion article about [chosen theme] in which you asses
raised in Text A and Text B* and argue your own

Try to write an opinion piece about Lakoff and her deficit th> ry {available on p
theme in this instance is ‘language and gender —th~r & th_:ory’. However, f

about how te study for and write the bes’r o itop n sLepossible.

* In the A Level exam, you will he

ot ‘ texts to look at. However, for th
deficit theory. T

AO5 -20 marks (crea’nvnty and expertise)
A total of 40 for Q3 (the other question on this paper is worth 30 marks so the o
more on AS Paper 2).

A Level Marks Available
AO2 — 20 marks
AO5 — 10 marks

Background Needed for Writing Your Opinion Piece
To make sure you can state your intended audience and gain marks for writing i
to be widely read in a range of opinion-type columns. You will need this knowlec:
opinion piece.

Each week, you should read a different published opinion piece. For example:
A blog (considering whether the audience is teenage, middle aged or older
Broadsheets (e.g. The Guardian ‘comment is free’ or ‘Bridget Christie’)
Tabloids (e.g. Daily Mail, The Sun — Frankie Boyle’s columns circa 2013, The
Local newspapers
TV (e.g. ITV Tonight, Newsnight, Jeremy Paxman, The Andrew Marr Show o
News, RT).
6. Websites {e.g. boredpanda.com, theday.co.uk, huffingtonpost.co.uk, debat

g b W NP

Discussion options:
1. Discuss your findings with the class, perhaps 5% é’r ¢ =ror plenary.
2.  You could even share something VO in Na“,ﬂed or read and become th
3. Talk about what you have re it _néd with other students in your clas
4 S A Ly gathenng a range of different opinions —all

o0,
so this t f task will also benefit you in your future careers.

Writing options:

e  Write down the styles of language used in each of the opinion pieces you h

e  Keep these in your file to revise. Use the proforma if you wish.

e  Part of the exam is AO5 (creativity) so your writing must show similar persu
to the published pieces. The examiner will be looking out for these. He/Sh
styles of writing and will be expecting a similar style to the audience/genre
of your piece.
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Proforma: Background Reading for the Opinion Piece
Aim: Ensuring a range of different opinion pieces have been read, analysed and

Date: i.ocoiiiiviiiiiiiiiiniisssiiseesisir i

Opinion Piece Watched or Read: ....
TREME: .ottt ettt eb e ee et b b e b eb e st eb s et e st e s st ane

Form, e.g. TV, blog, tabloid, broadsheet: ...

Linguistic Style:

" Quotation

Technique »

First, secc

Purpose {e.g. persuade,
advise, entertain, inform)

Balance/ratio of opinion vs
fact

Sentence types

Sentence structures

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Use of figurative language or a
less florid style

Register (formal or informal,
colloquial or standard English,
any use of dialect, etc.)
Opinionated phrases, e.g.
‘This is why...”, ‘l don’t
believe...” or ‘t had hoped...

Tone, e.g. witty,
conversational, judgemental

COPYRIGHT
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Structure — how the text
begins o

o0 T o
Structure -WedSdh line of

argument is maintained
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Structure — how the piece
concludes

How has a non-specialist
audience been catered for?
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Five Easy ‘Before-writing’ Planning Tips for Approaching the Opinion Piece

1. For AS Level, read the article (in this case Lakoff’s deficit theory) carefully,
about the chosen theme the first time round (that can be easily missed th
time). Summarise the writer’s opinion in as few words as possible. For A
of the deficit theory that you can utilise in your opinion piece.

2. Think how these issues can be linked to what you have studied so far, e.g.
of language. Make annotations bringing in these issues (theory and termi
these could either agree or disagree with the source text.

3. Whatis your opinion? Take an overview and decide on a strong opinion th
this issue disproves a theory you previously believed, whether you agree o
‘agree’ or ‘disagree’ against points in the article. You could even rank thes
strongly agree or disagree. o

4. Consider the context. Who wrote the article .. 4l bebiased, what is i
When was it written —is it up to dat- i * “p._iating about the future? N
will you write for and where .ia X be found? Draw from your wide
opinion pieces. -

ensurine
phrases such as, ‘| agree with’, ‘I disagree with’, ‘this does not seem possib
an overview’. Remember you are writing for a non-specialist audience.

Try Writing the Opinion Piece!
Your piece needs to be planned and written in the 50 minutes suggested on th

The examiners are not looking for a long piece — rather, a well-crafted piece, so
One side of A4 will be about right.

Planning Task

1. Read the article (Lakoff’s deficit theory) and follow the first four ‘before-w
as you are doing so. Focus mostly on lexis, syntax and discourse structure
you think are the form, audience and purpose of the data.

2. Stop and discuss what you have written with the class. Share your ideas a
Make useful notes.

3. Setyourself targets to cover areas you did not discuss, e.g. not enough co
enough terminology.

4. Have a go at writing the opinion article. Ensure you are showing your opin
number 5 of the ‘before-writing’ section. Draw from a wide range of gend
for a non-specialist audience.

5. After writing, assess your work using the ‘post-writing’ c* acklist for succes

6. Lastly, self-assess your work against the exam be .| .n fjrk scheme. Sety
improvement to reach the next band or.t.:b ‘v, secure within your ban
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‘Post-writing’ Checklist for Success Criteria (Opinion Piece)

AO2

Have you used a range of theories?

Are the theories well chosen or simply bolted on?

Have you included a range of terminology applicable to the theme?
Are the theory and terminology suitable for a non-specialist audience?
Have you developed the theory and terminology as an integral part of your
Have you developed your ideas into arguing and exploring a range of differ

000000

AO5

< Have you created a clear line of argument and opinion?

& Is there an effective opening, clear development and ~ . ccinct ending?

<> Does your writing style match the style forai 'z fc: nie/pu rpose you st
<& Have you linked your writing to the =+« e

<& s all the above sustained thr g \ ¢ i:_bar"éssay or is it just successful in p

<& oy dlevant for a non-specialist audience (the on

Are the theories and -

? ;
task)? Q .
ogmﬂ

- tﬁgc
Developing M "Answer

e |nadifferent coloured pen, extend your opinion piece in light of the succes
e  Remember where these areas for development in your writing style are.
e Infuture attempts (and in your exam), ensure you focus on these areas, int

in this follow-up task.

Self-review
Write yourself some notes as reminders for ways to improve your essay-writing

Self-assessment

e  Using the exam board’s mark scheme, award yourself a mark for both AO2

e  Where does your average score fall? What level are you currently working

e  Write yourself some notes about how to make that level more secure or ho
Look for which Assessment Objective needs further attention.

More Practice

Working on this question will help to consolidate your knowledge of Lakoff and
model.

AS: Section B, Language Discourses, Q3

A Level: Paper 2, Section B, Language Discourses, Q4

AS:

(Imagine you have been presented with Lakoff’s 20 d-”.’ findings above in
an opinion article in which you discuss the '.s {e: « wrounding deficit la

writing your 2:

- ou ..iould state your intended a

2 4G 2 u.acle about language and gender, in particular ‘Lakoff”
? .

Weld:ss the ideas and issues raised in Text A and Text B* and argu:

* Use Lakoff’s deficit theory on p. 21 in this insta

e  Compare your answer to the exemplar that follows.
e  Self-assess your work using the mark scheme.
e  Setyourself a target for improvement and make changes to your piece.

Extension
Choose another of Lakoff's theories to test as part of a mini-investigation, and p
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Sample Answer for Exam Practice 3

Write an opinion article in which you discuss the issues surrounding th

provided by Lakoff.
Form: sixth-form student newsletter
Audience: sixth-form students, non-specialists (wide audience)
Purpose: to explain and inform

AO5: creative hook with
direct address and
rhetorical guestion.

Emotive approach to build
in the hidden AQ2
argument.

AO5: change in tone again
to insulting — reader
should be encouraged to
read on.

AO5: informal — fits
audience. Short
sentences change the
pace.

AOS5: argument builds and
changes to a school / A
Level semantic field to
capture audience’s
interest. Tone is a little
cheeky (banter).

AO2: gender issues suit
non-specialist audience.
Not too compiex but still
interesting. Includes
challenges to data —
subtler points.

AO5: clear discourse
markers. Range of syntax

wicho '?:'ir/ée;:fr'ﬁ\pt 4 lot, that means you speak

lengths. Initialismssuit ..
” But hang on 4 minute. The language that is sup

A02/5: alternative
interpretations.

AOS5: clear sense of
closure and youth
sociolect.

Would you mind reading this article? It's really
somebody turns past this page, it's so like you'r
room, sticking your aose up is the air and, like,

& 2l a5 sad. lve w

makes we feel dars s g1
he “e-plr\k forty and feel like

Thanks, I'm glad you've stayed. 1'd like you to

article. Support me. Give me some advice if yo

Now let me tell you somethin'l Listen upl it
sixth formers don't know you're bora. Especiall
English Lang. That's right, you heard me. Pro
dare criticise me. You just don't know anythin'

Wow. Alright. Personality disorder over. Phew

Well done! You've just survived English Lanquag
have to put up with several times a week, no o
language we use and what our friends say (unfo
sorry). We fiqure out who sounds girly and who
you what they said about your lanquage ~ you r

Maybe you can fiqure it out for yourself? If
with a question that doesn't need to be there,
refuse your requests, if yowu are very descriptive
speak like a girl. According to the theorist in
could read it and see how many l've tried to sq
paraqraphs. Only, it doesn't ~eally sound like m

On the othe: an ‘::M';,‘.A,ai}\""mren‘t afraid to con

every conversation | ever hear AMORG My friends
girts who are very confrontational. All my 34—"5
much. That’s why | interrupt & lot. Sorry, Lal

That said, there are plenty of other language t
for example, sees key differences between men a

almost conclusively.

Whichever way, English Lanquage rules. You seri
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Exam Practice 4
Here is another A Level Question 4 Paper 2 question for you to try.

Write an opinion article in which you discuss the issues surrounding g
issues in the workplace.

Planning Tasks

1. Download the entire article from the link below to ensure you have enoug
better sense of the argument.

2. Summarise the main points in precisely 15 words.

Stop and discuss what you have written with the claz.

4. Choose your form, audience and purpose: 3
Form: "
Audience:
Purpose:

5. Plan yrg-8 -
ideas t’ gzla'fé your essay plan.

6. Compaiﬁﬁ} plan with the indicative content {tick of those ideas you incl

w

Essay Tasks
1. Have a go at writing the opinion article, under timed conditions.
2. Remember this data is just a springboard.

Assessment Tasks:

1. Peer mark* another opinion piece using the exam board mark scheme. N
for improvement. Pass back the work and discuss your mark with the auth
* Ask yourself whether the opinion piece covered both assessment objecti
enjoyable, creative narrative voice with a firm point of view for AO5? Did t
do with jargon that would be understood by non-specialists for AO2?

2. Self-assess your work against the exam board’s mark scheme.
3. Annotate the exemplar and give this a mark.

4. Compare your piece to the exemplar.

5. Set yourself targets for improvement.

Text A

How Speech and Language Determine Success in the Workplace
Why can’t a woman be more like a man? So sang Rex Harrison in the 1964 fil
‘“training’ Eliza Doolittle to be more presentable in high society...

Wolf argues that one sixth of British women areonth=’. atrack, busy sm
strong interest in ‘power, influence, respect anc it gip; Thése women love t
part of their identities, not justawavt - . :;_mm-r’éy. They also work hard o
Wolf says, They go to the gy~ e ¢ ,}w./fcf"serious money at the hairdresser
she argues, is that like | = v ‘afey are engaged in serious competition to ¢

competerg¥htw > ., «nd even superior.

le here: http://www.theguardian.com/women-in-leadership/2013
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Indicative Content for Exam Practice 4

Write an opinion article in which you discuss the issues surrounding g
issues in the workplace.

Lexis
Statistics and facts are used to create a strong argument, e.g. ‘one sixth’. Quot
The XX Factor.

Register is mixed, e.g. ‘love their jobs’, which is fairly informal, and ‘engaged in
polysyllabic and of a higher register. This finds a good balance between readab
between creating a serious narrative and delivering important information.

Pragmatics
An analogy with popular culture {The XF G /ly “dir Lady) makes the argum
audience. Using quotations fror o p <d'book suggests that more than jus
the issues raised.

tﬁuﬂ&’ 4
Language an&'g nder semantic fields are present which helps tc make the argu

linguistic study. The author builds on members’ resources (Fairclough, theory
gender imbalance.

Discourse Structure
Opens with a powerful hook that suggests gender inequality still exists and, in a
goes on to describe how women are changing. The author explains why, using
film, My Fair Lady, and a strengthened argument from a linguistic text. These a
less ‘assertive’ as the author quotes her own findings. These seem positive, pr
type of powerful woman.

Syntax
A couple of interrogatives are then answered by robust declaratives.

Starts with simple sentences and builds to complex sentences as the argument
the subordinate clauses are focused on how women are changing for the bette
which is the main purpose (to inform women of important changes for their ge

Form, Audience, Purpose
Since the text is from The Guardian section of ‘women in leadership’ we can as
challenge the ‘male as norm’ and argue from a feminine/feminist stance. It pe
modern-day injustices that some readers, particularly males, may not be aware
(Judith Baxter, professor of Applied Linguistics at Aston Uni< sity) so could be
that the majority of readers will be women becaucr‘f Ay e

celebrate female empowerment. ‘

readershlp expects the higher register of a broadsheet in co
low reglster of tabloids.

e  Roberts and Sarangi — we have multiple discourse identities at work. Fairc
or imposition of language rules is part of the dominant bloc which serves t
than the employees.
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Tag-question Theory

Tag questions, such as ‘didn’t we?’ or ‘isn’t it?’, are part of stereotypically femin
and others. The following theorists discuss Lakoff’s initial findings about tag que

Theory 11: Dubois and Crouch: Tag Questions (1975)

Betty Dubois and Isobel Crouch in their 1975 study also challenged La
more tag questions. They found that men at times used more. How

different ways. Men used tag questions to express uncertainty (e.g.
year, didn’t we?’}), whereas women used them to facilitate conversat
jobs, haven’t you? — this ‘you’ is aimed at And: » n order to draw hi

Theory 12: O’I 2 yi ’ ‘  Ql’ié"stions (Occupation) (198

: . edrched tag questions in professional settings, e.g
- 'hc Y -ifs. " She found no difference in gendered use of tags. In
v e (context) that encouraged use of tag questions. She found t
(e. g rad|o doctor, teacher) used them to check understanding or see

Investigation Idea

Tag questions could form the basis for your language investigation non-examina

Synoptic Opportunity

Social Groups

Gather as much data as possible before your next lesson on who uses tag questi
you have a range of data from different genders, ages and contexts. If you have
able to gather some excellent data from the workplace. Share your findings —to
Dubois and Crouch? Or with O’Leary?

Theory 13: Holmes: Tag Questions (1995)

Janet Holmes identified four types of tag question in 1995.
e  Epistemic modal tags to express uncertainty, usually in a high ris
isn’t it?’

e  Facilitative tags, which politely invite another person into the co
e.g. ‘You've been there, haven’t you?’

¢ Softening tags, which soften the b‘ T o }Ai au of negative polit
it? o

e " . ' /éénfrontational and face-threatenin

You can read more from Holmes in her book An introduction to Socio
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Investigation Idea

Make a mini-investigation, possibly using the data you gathered for the Dubois a
gender uses which type of tag question. Share your findings with the class.

Synoptic Opportunity

Written Texts / Social Groups / Occupational Groups

Task

Find an article from a magazine (e.g. Cosmopolitan, Men’s Fitness) which has an
questions used? Does this differ between the genders or is hierarchy more imp
interviewer/interviewee? Holmes’ book Power and Politenes .in the Workplace
of you wishing to increase your wider reading in this 7 o> ur _ven as a useful to

work post-16.
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Dominance Theory

Studies of language and gender often make use of two models: dominance and
theories claim that men use language as a form of domination or control.

Theory 14: Zimmerman and West: Interruptions (197

Don Zimmerman and Candace West looked at gender differences in
suggests that in mixed-sex conversations men are more likely to int
other ways than women.

. Vest claim men a
asponsible for 96% o

Since men interrupt more often, Zimmerman =
so. Their investigations found that me & ‘re ;

interestingly, they fry cuit . /same-sex conversations, interrupti
personalitv #r ¢ ~,stated, ‘interruptions are idiosyncratic in sa

oo . . . ouss-sex conversations’.
1L of\

S
B (nis need not follow, as language theorist Beattie goes on to sho

necessarily reflect dominance? Can interruptions not arise from oth
interruptions not reflect interest and involvement?’ You can see mo
challenge Zimmerman and West in the following theory.

They also coined the term ‘doing gender’, which implies that we tal
behaviour rather than being innately hardwired to talk in certain wa
are constructed to meet expectations of society, to be successful ra
conversations, gender being omnipresent and constantly assessed s

Some people criticise Zimmerman and West’s theories for only bein
subjects with a narrow ethnographic range (all white, middle-class p

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

You can read more of Candace West’s work on gendered language i
Difference: Social Inequality, Power and Resistance.

Quotations from: http://web.stanford.edu/~ec

Theory 15: Beattie: Interruptions (1981)

Geoffrey Beattie’s studies showed that women and men interrupte
frequency. His corpus analysis was much larger and recorded 100 ti
Zimmerman and West (557 compared to 55) yP‘r his fmdmgs are not
and West’s. Why could this be?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

. 3 1tom her ‘male as norm’ theory)
where studies 2 . . A difference presuppose or presume they
f and this is ‘less likely to be published’. In this way
9
1393 a “dre more shocking or help us to explain away difficulties i
né ‘folk linguistics’ {myth rather than fact).

Cameron (who you ma:.

IS

(Cameron,
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Theory 16: Anderson and Leaper: Interruptions (1998

Their 1998 study of interruptions found that the gender difference w
noted due to context. For example, more interruptions were found b
three or more people were talking.

Task 1
Discuss how far you agree with these theories.

Task 2:
Make your own mini-investigations by looking at interruptions and the reasons f
the common room, at home, in class, at work or a mixtur. oy, ill of these. Report
using a PowerPoint presentation and any helpful 4 ‘s ¢ a4 canapply.

Investigation Idea

. language investigation non-examination asses

This could form the ks s 2y .

|
0‘3@0

g

T;.e”c’iiiy 17: Spender: Male Power (1980)

Dale Spender is an Australian feminist who, on her website, describe
campaigning to remove inequalities in the language that discredit wo

She took a radical view of language (in her 1980 book Man Made Lan
that sustain male power (so male language is seen by society as the n
patriarchal power). She claims that it is especially difficult to challen
way that we think of the world is part of, and reinforces, this male po

Deconstructing patriarchal order is not tantamount to eliminating ma
feminist criticism which justly maintains that consciousness-raising d
influential positions in society nor does it provide women with equita
consensus which must accompany power and at the moment too ma
power and dominance as reasonable, and natural. Too many people
realisation of this power.

This is a perfectly understandable reaction, for when a society has de
meaning, those who do not abide by it are being unreasonable — in its

When we begin to select, pattern and interpret according to the rule
construct a very different reality, we will make verv. different ideas ‘co
superiority will no longer seem reasonable -1 e ?naie monopoly in
problematic.

A av ., yww.marxists.org/reference/subijec

believed that, by being more active in public life than women, men ha
opinions heard. As we use language to speak our views, Spender argu
acceptable and commonplace are more likely to express male experie

(http://www.bbc.co.uk/voic

Task 3:
Discussion: What are your thoughts on Spender’s theories? Do you think that la
Discuss in groups and feed back to the rest of the class.
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Theory 18: Fishman: Female Interactions (1983)

Interaction: The Work Women Do, 1983

Conversation between the sexes sometimes fails, not because of an
talk, but because of how men respond, or don't respond. This is so
to do the ‘shitwork’.

In Conversational Insecurity (1990) Fishman questions Robin Lakoff'
weaker for using more questions or tag questions. Where Lakoff sug
women's insecurity and hesitancy in communication, Fishman looks
interactions: women ask questions because of the power of these, n
weaknesses, e.g. to maintain discussions, be polite. ensure understa

Fishman also claims that in mlxed-cox m;. -9. interactions, men sp

as women.

She also clajr 4 a omen do the support work {sometimes called
1‘@9 ar 5 . oig’(supportive noises, e.g. ‘mmm’ or ‘yes’, to show act
) rof these tinguists sees backchannelling as interruptive but ra
that backchannelling or minimal responses ‘display continuing inter

Task 4:
Discussion: How do men and women view backchannelling —as an interruption
mini-investigations. Ask questions to a range of gender and ages. Also note ot
—do they keep talking or hold the floor? Do they look annoyed or supported?

Synoptic Opportunity

Electronic Texts
Task 5

Look back through the texts on your mobile device. Is there a difference in how
respond’)? Share your findings (as long as your texts are classroom appropriat

Theory 19: Shaw: Dominance in Politics (and the Pub

Sylvia Shaw sees how male politicians treat women as ‘interlopers’ (
unwanted minority, where people are hostile to their presence). Br
for talking, such as going through the speaker rather than talking dir
liars or using other unparliamentary language. However, this obvio

in 1997, over 100 female MPs were introducer*_f.: e House of Com
said the women would ‘civilise’ the Ho': 2 wn | }"ésdshouting, more
Sylvia Shaw investigated wheth=. ™ is. -~ _pened.

~ 2 copic when the Scottish Parliament was o

She also studijﬂ' 2

. mgs were very interesting. What do you think she discover
-‘st five) and compare your hypotheses with the findings that f
what would you do?
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Shaw’s Findings
Shaw found that woman very rarely used unparliamentary language,
posited that this was because, being in a minority, you ‘observe the
way of showing that you are worthy to belong. Paradoxically, howev
the insecurity of those who use it. Real insiders have the confidence

In the Scottish Parliament, women did jeer and break the linguistic r
they are not interlopers there. Both gender MPs are new to the inst
women as well.

Therefore, it is not innate gender that stops women MPs from being
power.

Cameron mentioned Shaw’e « .. h:. “book The Myth of Mars and
by writing, ‘it is not "¢ vad = iy nave a different style, but because

% (Cameron, The Myth
A

W read more about this in the book Shaw co-authored with Ca
P®ical Speech: Women and Language in the 2015 UK General Elect

Synoptic Opportunity

Social Groups

Task 6

If you participate in online gaming, how does your use of language compare to
‘correct’ or standard language when you first begin gaming and are in the mino
the sociolect as fluently? Is there a difference between the genders in this case

Synoptic Opportunity

Occupational Groups
Task 7

Do you find yourself using more standardised language at work? Is this because
the sociolect of your workplace? Or because of hierarchy? Or because of your

Investigation Idea

Examining gender differences at work could be ar* dire ng investigation for t
(if you have a part-time job, you have acrony T great data). Titles could i

gendered language in the workol- ..o
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Difference Theory

These theories believe that men and women are simply different, not necessar

Theory 20: Tannen: Difference (1992)

Professor Deborah Tannen proposed the following pairs of approac
males/females:
status vs support
independence vs intimacy
advice .~ aderstanding
Ao ion vs feelings
. orders vs proposals
" conflict vs compromise

ol v . __.pport
,;)W""l}vp in a world in which conversation is competitive — they
tor’éi}'ént others from dominating them. For women, however, talk
confirmation and support for their ideas. Men see the world as a pla

and keep it. Women see the world as ‘a network of connections see

Independence versus intimacy

Women often think in terms of closeness and support, and struggle
concerned with status, tend to focus more on independence. These
starkly different views of the same situation.

Advice versus understanding
Deborah Tannen claims that to many men a complaint is a challenge

When my mother tells my father she doesn't feel well, he invariably
Invariably, she is disappointed with his reaction. Like many men, he i
whereas she wants sympathy.

Information versus feelings

Tannen suggests that men give ‘bald’ factual information and wome
feelings surrounding that utterance. For example, a man would sim
birthday and, as a couple, they needed to buy something for her. T

mother liked, if she already had certain things and consider, say, the
buying clothing in a size too large.

Orders versus proposals .

Women often make suggestic ... ‘en_ds’:rﬁén give imperatives. W
things in indirect w2 <91 1 ary don't we?’ or ‘wouldn't it be go
their reques* " v i 7 ...udal auxiliaries, e.g. should, could.

F¥ Versus compromise
‘iiﬂ/mg to prevent fights,” writes Professor Tannen, ‘some women
openly.” Where men will often resist something vocally, women ma
others afterwards.

Theories and speed-dating ideas taken from Deborah Tannen’s boo
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Task 1

Speed Dating

In groups of male and female students (preferably two males with two females
real-life scenarios which Tannen studied. The male students will move around t
ensure a wide range of data is gathered.

Each time the males move on, a new topic should be discussed within the new
minutes per topic / per group should be plenty.

You will need to make notes on how the different genders respond to each sce
Tannen's theories (that men prefer independence and status, and that women

At the end, you will find out what Tannen discover -4 it 'ljées‘:o what extent yo

Intnmacyvsindependenr" sl

Scenario 1 ‘ y
Imagine yo: 11 » ‘os»; yourjob (or been kicked off a course}. A couple of week
job—or whcmi on a course) asks if you’'ve managed to find a job/course at

feel about this? Is there any difference between asked by a man or a woman?

Intimacy vs Independence

Scenario 2

Picture a happy relationship, and a domestic scene in which something in the h
cannot use a drill so asks her male partner to fix the problem. Does the husban
Why? What about if roles were reversed, i.e. the man needs the woman to hel
immediately?

Status vs Support

Scenario 3

At work, there is a promotion available. You have been there for the longest a
hard. However, you are worried that someone else will be promoted over you.

Status vs Support
Scenario 4

You are in a car with your partner. The female is driving. When the female has
arm to protect her passenger, as this is what she’s been used to seeing within h
reaction. What is your opinion on this scenario? What might you say? Would
would the women feel? Protected or overprotected?

Status Vs Support
Scenario 5 sy -
You have moved to a new country. Your na f")r :f‘ ias’some problems and yo
discover that the receptionistis fr. ... 5 0 1! [ #rém the same home town, since
you think this fact will enzh:» ‘. get a p!umber sooner?
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Tannen’s Findings
On this page, discover how Tannen analysed the findings of her activity.

Scenario 1: INTIMACY VS INDEPENDENCE
Man: they are reminding me of my weakness; they have a job and are, therefor
puts me in a low status position and | don’t like it.

Woman: they are concerned about my welfare; this expresses human connectio
value their asking about me.

Scenarioc 2: INTIMACY VS INDEPENDENCE ;

Man: if | do as she asks straight away, it’s like she’s or Jv.n. 41 e around. | value
job when | am ready, of my own free will. | dc't lkF’j ang nagged todo thejo
controlled. Therefore, each time I'm... S g‘"e 1ol take longer to do it.

Woman: if he daesn’ 10w, "feels like he doesn’t place importance on it.
LNy realise how important this is to me.

Scenario 3: STATUS VS SUPPORT

Man: | let the situation bother me; | lose sleep. | will not ask my boss if | will ge

say no, that puts me in a low status position and | feel threatened. This means t
else’s hands and | lose my valued independence. By not asking, | limit their aut

Woman: | would ask my boss. | would rather know than worry. | don’t like havi
an inferior position doesn’t bother me to the point where | wouldn’t ask. If | do
support from others.

Scenario 4: STATUS VS SUPPORT
Man: | dislike being saved by a woman; that is not a man’s position. To show m
taking both hands off the wheel and, therefore, gain the upper hand once more

Woman: This was just an automatic gesture, meant to alert him that | was stop
symbolic meaning of status or control.

Goffman’s framing. You position yourself (frame yourself) as either dominant o

Scenario 5: STATUS VS SUPPORT
Man: | don’t use emotional connections in this way. |am focused on whether |
other person is trying to gain dominance over me. '

Woman: | would be happy to make thic» oo ‘:};ncgﬂ’bﬁf | am focused on whet
or pull away. | see this asan or2 «d 1 4 .s'bond and perhaps get preferential

el
more accurate than the others?

Investigate Tannen’s theories at home or with friends. Feed back the results of
group.

Consolidating Tannen’s Findings
Working on this question will help to consolidate your knowledge of Tannen an
difference model.
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Report talk and rapport talk (Tannen)
Deborah Tannen's distinction of information versus feelings is also described as
talk (of women). The differences according to Tannen are listed in the table bel

Task 2
Put a tick where you think either gender matches the difference in this table:

Men

Talk too much

Speak in private contexts

Build relations

Overlap

Speak symmetrically {together) ol

Get more air time

Speak in pyg

29

(5 / av0|d failure

Negotiate

Speak one at a time

Speak asymmetrically (alone, apart)

Check your answers by using this table as part of a mini-investigation at home o

Synoptic Opportunity

Social Groups, Electronic Texts

Task 3
Can you think of a context — either social (e.g. in the common room, at work) or i
gaming) — which would significantly change the styles of report or rapport?

Interruptions (competitive overlap) and overlapping (Tannen)

Tannen shows that interruptions are not the same as overlapping. Interruption
another is speaking. Backchannelling sounds can be supportive and affirming —
overlap’, or an attempt to take control of the conversation —an interruption or

High involvement and high considerateness (Tannen)
Professor Tannen describes two types of speaker as high-involvement and high-
involvement speakers are concerned to show enthusiastic support (even if this
while high-considerateness speakers are, by definition, more - oncerned to be ¢
not to impose on the conversation. 4

Tannen suggests that high-involvem=z..0 0e y =5 are ready to be overlapped be
intrusion, being more accer oot gre riative of others’ involvement, orignore i
give way.

Task 4 r
Discussion: Whlch gender, if either, is more likely to be high involvement and w
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Theory 21: Trudgill: Social Class (1970)

Peter Trudgill studied language in terms of gender, social class and a
subjects grouped by social class and sex. He wanted to find out whet
register (formality) between the genders and whether or not this wa
by nature of being male or female.

Task 5
Conduct a mini-investigation as per Trudgill.

1. Transcribe the same number of utterances from men and from women. Ke
two to five sentences from each person. :

2. When you have enough data, analyse the languar-+ - . or register:

3.  Which gender is using more prestige forrrs, < ect g“i;ammar; no ‘h’- o
class’ accent; a wider vocabularn: 7 i . ;;yllati"i‘c words; very little, if any,

4.  Which gender is using mc .2 ‘ove 1 *uimns, e.g. abbreviations, dropped cons
stronger accents <= n ‘.ap00 language?

5. Share; 1d.“§‘_ s with the class. Ensure you can explain your findings wi
transcr ey

6. Which gender used overt prestige (clearly speaking in a higher register) an
downwards convergence (clearly speaking in a lower register, trying to fiti

7. Did this vary according to who they spoke to, e.g. did women become mor
(therefore, upwards convergence) or more so with men (therefore, upward
vary your findings? Why did the different genders speak this way —what w
choices and did it have anything to do with social class?

8. Do you imagine that Trudgill found the same in the 1970s, or what might h

9. Now read what Trudgill found and compare this to your own findings.

Trudgill’s Findings
In Trudgill’s difference theory investigations, he found that men were less likely
prestige pronunciation of certain speech sounds. In aiming for higher prestige (
class) the women tended towards hypercorrectness.

The men would often use a low-prestige pronunciation — thereby seeking cover
‘tough’ or ‘down to earth’.

Trudgill asked his subjects about their speech. This supported the view of men a

aspirational. They claimed to use lower-prestige forms even more than the obs
claimed to use high-prestige forms more than they were observed to do.

Synoptic Opportunity

Language and Society
Task 6 = B )
Discuss whether you fa ' o bg:’gn_.....aq‘é? or social class has more influence upon yo
debate: on o of 1 - Lass for ‘gender has the most influence’, the other side

influence’ o gid&le for ‘you cannot separate the two’. Try to persuade oth
yourside.

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 44 of 106

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education




Theory 22: Jones: ‘House Talk’ (1990)

Deborah Jones coined the term ‘House Talk’, which has three main s

Scandal: judging the behaviour of others, and other women in partic
judgemental about domestic morality (e.g. keeping house, relationsh
considered guardians.

Bitching: Jones believes that women bitch as an outlet for their ange
and inferior social status. They express this in private and to other w
change because of their bitching — it is simply an outlet. They bitch t
arena where they believe their anger will be understood and even ex
contrast to Tannen’s advice vs unders’candmrJ “ % =2re a man would
only want to let off steam). -

‘s oson s s i the most intimate form of gossip
7ien use their nurturing skills to advantage.

Chatting: according
transaction ° "

K -
'so states that gossip is often returned to in light of updates, |
story that never ends.

Task 7

1. How far do you agree that women use house talk?

2. Do men everindulge in house talk?

3. Look more closely at bitching: do women ever bitch in public? Do other wo
men understand bitching? How do men feel when women bitch around th
them?

4. Why do women bitch? (see Cameron below for one idea)

Synoptic Opportunity

Electronic Texts
Task 8

Look at this short transcript commenting on a YouTube parody of ‘Let It Go’ exp

and examinations. Please note, the parody does use taboo language.

1.  What elements of ‘house talk’ are present?

2. Do you think ‘stupidpeopleandimeanyou’ is male or female and why? Writ
sheet of A4 to be revealed all at the same time in class.

3. Lastly, why or how does the online forum change the way the people are int:
what the form allows and its constraints, and the genre-typical symbolism.

trau ,sle and 1 mean you @ 9:43 am
y udo to let it go? kids are going to see t

Reply
. stupid people and | mean you @ 9:47 am
You people are super drunk if you think this is funny. :[ :[ 'm not li
can get and start saying the bad words.

1l

http://lybio.net/frozen-song-about-final-exa
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Theory 23: Coates: Gossip (1990)

Jennifer Coates believes all-male and all-female groups converse diff
cooperatively (in agreement with Tannen), she believes men take it i

Coates (1990) also examined tag questions (see Lakoff, 1975). Sheb
supportive and cooperative between women only. However, she do
or negotiation is continued into mixed-gender talk.

Coates also stated that gossip is positive, including those not presen
other words, when we talk about people in their absence, it is not ne
talk about them favourably, e.g. ‘Have you seen Maria lately? Isn’ts
belief seems to be that people talk negatlvn‘v . L tothers when th
challenges this assumption. o

4. out Coates gender theories in her texts:
s VAR 1 uender A Reader

. 8 ), ., Men and Everyday Talk
Wumen Men and Language: A Sociolinguistic Account of Gender Dif]

Synoptic Opportunity

Written Texts

Task 9

Choose any tabloid article about a celebrity or sports personality (which you co
much of this could be considered ‘gossip’ (Coates) or ‘house talk’ (Jones)?

If time permits, Blu-Tack your article to your desk. For one minute, use a board
elements of Coates’ or Jones’ theories you can find onto the desk. Carousel arou;
other desks. Look for patterns among the tabloids. If it is not possible to write

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

What might this tell you about the purpose of a tabloid newspaper?

* Board marker is easily removed from most desks with baby wipes but you sho
and always take a photograph using any device for revision purposes before the

Theory 24: Pilkington: Gossip (1992)

in 1992, Jane Pilkington found that in same-gender talk women were
positive politeness strategies. However, men = less supportive a
talk. Her theory (‘Don’t try and make r v Az i m nice!’) proves that
context changes the way we S5 L

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

/;. B

in part;cuiar sl - LAt gossnp {like Coates and Jones). She found
g bt . 2 ey reacted to it in different ways. in 1998, she stud
9@ groups of female friends, all white, aged between 20 and 40

ger" if not ethnicity. However, she only analysed same-gender co [9

o
g

Task 10: Qg ‘
Discussion: How do you think men and women indulge in gossip differently? Ar EdUCO’tiO{}

similarities? Write down and discuss your opinions then read Pilkington’s findin
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Synoptic Opportunity

Spoken Texts

Task 11

Watch an episode of The Jeremy Kyle Show. Look for gossip between same-sex
Pilkington’s theory — are women more collaborative than men? Does this chang
men less complimentary to other men? Copy and complete the table below to
you wish. Lastly, discuss how the form of this TV show could be altering the lan
Remember its purpose is to entertain. Is it based purely on gossip? Could it be
host treat any gossip — does he indulge it or try to stop it?

Female-to-female Gossip Male-to-male Gossip

Pilkington’s Findings

When women gossip, they:

have short turns, often not more than 35 words per utterance
make short pauses

use backchannelling and supportive questioning

mutually extend topics

disagree politely and actively avoid disagreement

talk together (polyphonic)

When men gossip, they:

e  have longer silences and long pauses (scmetimes se** . minutes long)

e lack supportive response g

¢ will continue to talk even without s' sy “?r .cédback from others

e will disagree by open challzr 4§, "\5.‘. ,;,‘,wd;ir’i:g“'celling the speaker they are wro

e can be critical and » wﬂ‘";;JLn_,_,_.:we/fr"équently, with criticism or abuse often dirz
rarely €T ! - ;:n_jw":—";verba! sparring

o verbal! &%\ can become physical (but, again, rarely taken seriously)

oa

Similarities are:

Gossip tends to be context bound, e.g. family setting = family gossip, work
Topics can be about the participants or those absent from the conversation
Topics are more often private rather than public.

It is regarded as trivial and low prestige but still valued.

You need at least two people to gossip but it tends to be done in small gro
The smaller, closer the group, the more probing is the gossip.

Age and educational background tend not to change the style of gossip.

Noukwne
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Theory 25: Cameron: ‘Dominant Behaviour’ (2007)

Deborah Cameron believes that girls bitch because, ‘overtly dominan
females than for males ... That is the reason why girls often go about
instance by criticising others behind their backs and spreading rumou

(Cameron, T

Synoptic Opportunity

Spoken Texts, Language and Technology, Language and Society, Language and
Task 12

Watch this clip {or any other similar clips) about Khloe Kard-<iian speaking to th
Jenner. There have been some awkward texts beffl“_c 477 4t o, with Khloe insi
out of any media furore. hitps: zzwww yonh BT Tt ";ﬁ .ww.ch'?v gxdyTpeukol

Is Khloe ‘ov
Tannen.

How has texting affected this interchange? How might the TV coverage be chan
What about their family links, their past and Caitlyn’s recent transition?

Make three mind maps (one for texting, one for TV and one for family) — explore
each context, and how.

Theory 26: Harness-Goodwin: Gossip (2008)

As always, there is a counter-theory! Marjorie Harness-Goodwin stu
three years and found plenty of evidence of supposedly masculine la
e.g. direct orders, challenging behaviour, boasting about skills and w

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Task 13

Discussion

e How far do you agree with Cameron’s theory?

e How can this fit with Kuiper and Hay’s findings?

e  What about Goodwin’s theory — what is your opinion on whether (or how o
language? Or is this something that is socialised out of feminine speech?
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Theory 27: Hyde: The Gender Similarities Hypothesis

Janet Hyde suggested in 2005 that there are more similarities than d
This is an idea against the difference model. She carried out a substa
come to this conclusion.

Although this is a recent study, Hyde was not the first to suggest this
earlier, such as Thorndike (1914) and Stetter Hollingworth (1918). H
to look at the differences between the genders and this is what ofte
general public.

Maccoby and Jacklin’s (1974) book The Psychology of Sex Differences
studies of gender differences in a wide varl@fv ©. »mains and dismi
linguistic beliefs such as: e

al % 3‘. ,ﬁoys
imple tasks, whereas boys are better at highe

s girls are more %

o girlsare @

s - % :nambition

Maccoby and Jacklin concluded that gender differences did exist in o
visual-spatial ability, mathematical ability, and aggression.

However, Hyde’s more recent study showed almost no gender differ
problem-solving and computational skills. She did find that this fluct
boys became a little more successful during high school years, but th

Hyde worries that the difference approach is harmful to both gende
socialised into believing that they cannot, or should not, be nurturin
feminine language. Also that women who do not fit the stereotype
occupations and relationships.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Read more of this fascinating study here:
http://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/releases/amp-606581.pdf

Theory 28: Cameron: Verbal Hygiene, Socialisation, P
(1995)

Deborah Cameron looked at the different ways men spoke and agre
man” in Western culture still is “not being a woman”’. Further, that
constitute themselves as masculine, linguistically, by avoiding forms
primarily with women/femininity. ‘

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

/W

Moreover, in the young men’s talk, 'b: mz o was defined using
homosexual. What is being > ca « .  2d a8 ‘shared’ here i is a view of g&:
what you learned e " s e.«dered terms’ where male insults ten
femmlsed *?, /-4 part of the difference theory.

19
Cameron also coined the term (and wrote the book) ‘verbal hygiene’ 09
genders are socialised into ‘proper’ ways of talking that match and u g 5
said women'’s language was, ‘really symbolic expressions of deferenc EdUCOtiOﬂ 5
have no authority to say this” [hedges]. If they did not use “women’
judged as unfeminine and were therefore unfit to occupy positions o
(Cameron, The M
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Cameron disagreed with Tannen and other difference theorists. She
theory makes, ‘men come off as bullies, petulant toddlers, or Neand
says that some men, ‘have realised that a reputation for incompeten
advantage. Like the idea that they are no good at housework’ and, t
housework to get it right.

(Cameron, T

Synoptic Opportunity

Spoken Texts:

Task 14
Watch the clip below of Karl Pllkmgton talkrc 1b uf,

..s*wife, Suzanne, and how

Does Karl ‘come off as’ a builv - et L, e ‘oddler or a ‘Neanderthal sulking in
assertions about the di*t . J_,,,,,.n-ury)" Write down your evidence.

More impo 11 ‘ dx‘,t‘s P‘illli/(ington as Cameron suggests, use gender stereotype
benefit? Do\ s chp prove or disprove Cameron’s theory? Remember that Pi
medium is the media. Write a paragraph to explain your views.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gv V2ySZUHw
(Caution: there is a taboo word at 2:24 in the last four seconds of the clip)

Task 15
DISCUSSION: How far do you agree with this statement of Cameron’s about the d
oversimplified (in essence, that men often seem ‘petulant’ or sulky) or did you fin

Cameron also claims that the most important factor in our language choices is né:
contexts. She wrote, ‘the relationship between the sexes is not only about diffe
the fact that we live in a male dominated society is like an elephant in the room
notice’. She creates this excellent paradox: ‘Rather than being treated unequall
and women may become different because they are treated unequally’.
(Cameron, T

Task 16

Discussion: Do you agree that it is harder for men to accept any ‘femininity’ (e.g
Lakoff) in their language, including suggestions of homosexuality, than it is for w
their language (e.g. Kuiper’s bonding through insults and swearing)?

Do you feel that you have been socialised into a gendered way of talking?

Theory 29: Maltz and Borker / Re! e fg)’mas: Back-ch
t

All these theorists studied minim 2! eg ’ob\.a short utterances that
object) and backchannp”' £ " u ;:’arcive noises that overlap the mai

Daniel Malt: ¢ « zL uorker were the first to suggest that men and
ETHRAN qid no further study. They suggested women would i

wﬁwf‘ wouid interpret them as ‘I agree’.

Helen Reid-Thomas took this idea and tested it by asking male and fe
‘ves’ or ‘mhm’. She found that Maltz and Borker’s hypothesis was w
the difference. Each gender judge interpreted the backchannelling i
context.

It has become part of folk linguistics (myths) that men find indirectn
very little evidence to prove this. Why this is so important will beco
Susan Ehrlich’s.
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Theory 30: Ehrlich: How to Say No (1990)

The proceedings of a rape trial against a male Canadian university st
investigated for a linguistic research project by Susan Ehrlich and wa
Cameron in her book The Myth of Mars and Venus. Two women had
male suspect of the same nature: he had sexually assaulted them at

His defence centred on whether or not he believed the sex to have be:

Both women were cross-examined at length with questions that imp
enough, e.g. ‘did it occur to you maybe your signals were not coming
guestions were not put to the defendant.

The defendant did say that the women har’.2 i =y were tired but

or ‘stop’.

Task 17

VG ! ‘{,,,merﬁéd an unfair trial? Are the questions relevant/fa

& gc‘)@

In Cameron’s \ﬁ}'érds, You don’t have to be a rocket scientist to work out that sor:
unconsciousness while in bed with you probably doesn’t want to have sex ... the
avoiding miscommunication is not a shared responsibility, but specifically a fem

The defendant was found guilty.

Cameron goes on to explain that advice to keep messages in such a situation sh
but highly questionable. Many women said they would never just say no for fea
rape (Kitzinger and Frith).

Cameron uses the context of refusing a drink at a pub with friends to prove her
would never just say ‘no” when someone asks you to have a drink. You amelior
‘maybe,” or inventing excuses like having to be elsewhere. This saves face. It is
should be taken into consideration in sexual assault trials when there is much m

(Cameron, The M

Theory 31: Kuiper: Male Bonding, Taboo, Insults M-M

In 1991, Koenraad Kuiper found that all-male talk resulted in less sav
and swearing to express solidarity.

in particular, he found that certain sports involved more of the abov
became a prime setting for this behaviour . » :

Synoptic Opportunity
Social Groups e

3

Task 18 c.@x
1.  Write aX@®®which sports you think would use the most tabeo language an
explain why.

2.  What sorts of face-threatening acts might be made by men to other men?

3.  Write down an explanation as to why the locker room (or school changing
much of this behaviour takes place.

4. Do you agree with Kuiper’s findings? Do men bond through sports? What
experiences — compare locker-room talk between males and females in yo
school changing rooms.

5. Read the following notes about Kuiper’s findings and compare them to you
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Kuiper’s Findings
Kuiper found that NZ rugby teams used a large amount of taboo language (comp
including that of sexual humiliation (e.g. w***er), insinuating teammates had si
c**t), hinting at effeminacy and lack of prowess.

This sort of locker-room ‘banter’ becomes formulaic and, therefore, expected, o
and lack of hierarchy within the group.

The locker room, therefore, becomes a safe space. There will be no women the
come to expect this formula to be replayed, and their presence and lack of spea

subconsciously becomes submission to this type of comm::: ation.

‘Each team member knows they can both.:u "‘.1efj,,.or'rﬁ;u‘fae and be the object

dez "-JJ founded on fear: fear of being humiliated, especi
B curne, to be later punished with banter. Therefore, involvem
object is to 1 ®n

the team perform better. Kuiper calls this ‘the dark side’ of politeness.

Generally, the range of vocabulary used in this banter is of a low register and, th
prestige that men are known to seek.

Further Reading:
Further reading can be found in Kuiper’s paper, ‘Sporting Formulae in New Zeala
Solidarity’ at zzed.uk/7186-kuiper

Theory 32: Pilkington: Mateship Culture (1992)

Pilkington calls the insults of male solidarity the ‘mateship culture’. E
way cements friendships and has become part of masculine identity.

Theory 33: Millet: Men’s House Culture, Sadism (1977

Millet, in 1977, declared that, ‘the tone of men’s house culture is sad
latently homosexual, frequently narcissistic in its energy and motives
banter, similar to Kuiper’s findings that such banter emanates from a
feminine should a male refuse to partake in such linguistic play.

Theory 34: Hay: Taboo, Insnlt .« -

— i

~M-F {1994)

Jennifer Hay expanded or "¢ 5e = .Adiﬁés by looking at jocular (joki
women. s 2

se . . .ad a mixed-gender group of seven role players, durin

» o o X
3 é:& E‘chéfings. They knew they were being recorded but not with v
sr,ﬂ.aﬂ"ébrpus and there are only 15 hours of data recorded.
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Synoptic Opportunity

Social Groups

Task 19

e Do you joke differently in mixed-gender and same-gender groups? How?

e Does the context (e.g. role-playing) make a difference to the language used

Compare your findings to those of Hay.

Investigation Idea

This coufd make an excellent language investigation as part of your non-examin
investigation into jocular language between teenage males and females’ or ‘An
language used by gamers and how this may be hnked ’rn i~ r—that the best ga+
language be they male or female’.

Task 20
Why is the g Tf fa: 1o na‘ted hinted at, shied away from? Watch an episode
Balderdash wfio“ wh;ch explores the etymology of words. In a search engi

germaine greet” fora dlscussmn of the C-word.
Greer is a feminist — do you think she will like or hate the C-word? Watch the s

What are your own feelings surrounding this word? Did Greer make you think d

Hay’s Findings
Hay's findings, based on a corpus from New Zealand, found that both genders us::
and group membership. They also both used it to highlight gender differences.

The main differences were that men used it for competition, status negotiation
men (but over women by drawing attention to their sexuality). Insults seem to

Joking between the genders tends to take a sexualised turn, being rather sugge
Contrast this to Lakoff who claimed that women lacked a sense of humour.
Hay found 60 instanced of m—f jocular abuse, 40 of mixed gender, 20 of m—m a

However, abuse was not as simple as just being gendered. Most abuse occurre
relationship was already bonded, showing that any loss of face incurred could b

Another variable was that between a new female member who abused an esta

even though there was not a solid bond already established. "he female memb
ingratiate herself by taking on a male member, provir i se to be fearless an
she had abused someone less certain of their !a\ A 1 !.é group, she could have

So the men abuse the women me .ct 3.2,, Aah the men in the group, and 27%
always comes second’) ,w.naps unexpected. Men are abused for thin

reasons weg LW m)uld rather insult men about their abilities that are i

9
o3
Both gendei eéu“‘ insults that showed their desire for the opposite sex to be at

either in the kitchen or during the game.

Hay also found that men were competitive and women were collaborative. Wo
abusing others, asking for their help or agreement. Women abuse men more th::

Further Reading:
Full details on Hay’s findings can be found in a paper by Janet Holmes here:
e http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/resources/publications/wwp/WWP1994v06.pdf
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Task 21

Below is a sample answer to the following exam question about Tannen:
Write an opinion article in which you discuss the issues surrounding Tannen’s ¢
gender.

Sample Answer

“WHAT I'M REALLY THINKING'
The Woman Who Can't Get a Word in Edgeways '

After being married for quite some time aow, I'm finding that the age-old d
men are becoming more marked. | suppose this is becaunse i're more comfort
' have to try 5o h
definitely been noticing the gender gap .. - ic e e from different planet

of old slippers, or, more sadly, becanse we now €221 se

.’ ;m\qthw topic and found 4 book by Deborah

FlAm\i%y £mb\qh, I've baas s
. 5 Tm not on my own after all, <he coined what | lik

2 'y, “the difference theories. That's right, ouwr differences are

After reading her theories, | find that | can cope with my husband 's odd ways
those days when a friend has said something which upset me, just an off~the~c
parenting style, all | want from him is an, “| understand’ or 4 “Don't worry'.
what | should say in return, how | can fix it if | follow his advice. Professor
versus W\der‘5to\r\div\q\. The man feels it's his job to fix things. The women w
Difference at its annoying best.

Something else which annoys me is his know-it-all attitude. We like to watch
he will quite often shout his answer over mine. When | try to converse abou

one~word answer louder. [t's like he thinks | can't be r‘iqht. Yet Tannen co

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Just men being men. | cite her “status vs support’ or “conflict vs compromise
wanting to be the clever one and doesn't think about how this might affect

Difference. It's a funny old word. It's a funny old world.

e  Think about what the student could have chosen for their form, audience a

e Annotate the exemplar for AO2 (theory and concepts) and AO5S (creativity)

e Give the exemplar a mark using the exam board’s mark scheme. Discuss w
came to this score. ?

e  Self-assess your work using the mark scheme ..~
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Exam Practice 5 (Additional Materials for Paper 1)
The following question is suitable for AS Paper 1, Language and the Individual,

Try it!

1. Analyse how Text A uses language to create meanings and representa

2. Analyse how Text B uses language to create meanings and representa

3. Compare and contrast Text A and Text B, showing ways in which the
their language use.

Text A
Frank Lampard vs James O'Brien — transcript from the diq" n §3dio channel ‘Lea
interviewer is asking Lampard some difficult ques o a L ut recent reports sur
Please use the iink below to reproduce tF...=,

James O’Brien:  Th ¢ i fhisas you know, in the newspapers over t
e pamted as a bit of a rat. I'd just like to offer you t
“yourself first...

Frank Lampard: I'm not sure about maybe being painted in the papers as
calling in is my sister just phoned me up and said she had
she was slightly distressed particularly by your comment
that right? | missed the show.

James O'Brien: No I didn't call you scum. | suggested that any man that
children to live in circumstances inferior to his own woul
of course what you have now is the opportunity to tell us

Frank Lampard. First of all you’re incorrect to say that anyway, my situati
lot of people do that across the board, regardless what p
you're a footballer or whether you work in a bank or wha

Read full transcript here: http://forum.ybi

Text B

This is a transcript on Reddit, a social networking site, of a young man strugglin
looking for information and support on his chances. Please use the link below t
the shortened version below.

Me: Hey, sorry if | seem to appear out of the blue, but would you like t
i'm not going to Tech this semester and I'd hke fr remam in touch
haven't even hung out this summer! .~

Her: 'm not sure how my schef‘lu S ')e ueééﬂse | haven't received m
; Poye 4nd let you know I've just beenso b
Wtech??

Me: 1};9 \
But i'd like to come back to Tech after a semester. But that's exact
my schedule is so jacked most of the time

Her: Aww I'm sorry :( It'll all work out for you

This was about an hour-long conversation, | was trying not to rush my texts.
shot with this girl?
Read full transcript here: http://www.reddit.com/r/texttranscripts/comments/2
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Essay Tasks

Annotate the data.

What is the main argument you can find?

What theorists can you apply or disprove?

Discuss the indicative content to add to your notes.
Write your essay.

Self-assess using the exam board’s mark scheme.
Set yourself targets for improvement, e.g. use more AO1 terms, use AO2 th
data.

NHoubswbe
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Indicative Content for Exam Practice 5

AO2 is referred to here although only AO1 and AO3 are examined. However, if this que:
issues, it would be advisable to cover a couple of AO2 points as these ould form part of

Overarching Argument

Here are some initial thoughts to help you into the transcript and the sorts of t
e Two males so focus on male type of language vs female
e Choose theories that back up this evidence or challenge accepted theo
e Context: how are the two men different, e.g. age, type of conversation
e How typical are these men according to what we already know about |

Data Set A

e |lampard shows many male traits; for examp -
e ‘Isthatright? {direct challenss - 4¢ L fe, wnfrontattonal using interro
e ‘Nothat's what tth a iioment, | don’t know what made yo

e Healsoholds thf \

e Howe 'L‘i‘;g G C ol be because he's lost face in a public arena so will be a
at the 1\#xG@¥he social hierarchy.

e  lampard matches Maltz and Borker’s findings that males show a constant
competition for leadership, with many imperatives, and use language to k
asserting themselves when others have the floor.

e Healso illustrates Pilkington’s theory of ‘verbal sparring’.

e The interviewer is also very challenging (however, this is part of his role to
use some female traits; for example:

e ‘asa bit of a rat’ (hedging, Lakoff)

e Perhaps this is done to keep Lampard involved in the show. If the intervie
might hang up.

e Thisis an interesting context. If Kuiper’s theories were seen, e.g. abusive t
able to be aired and Lampard could end up being quoted and with an even
these two are not likely to be bonding due to their opposing roles.

e Tannen’s difference theories of: status vs support (conversation is competi
hand); advice vs understanding (Lampard sees the complaint and creates h
interpretation); information vs feelings (‘I have split up’ with no reference t
conflict vs compromise (Lampard does not shy away from face-threatening
explain to you — declarative). Lampard seems to prove Tannen’s theories ¢

Data Set B
e Female seems to meet Tannen'’s difference approach, being supportive; for
e Her: Aww I'm sorry :{ It'll all work out for you
e Her: t don't think people understand how hard lt i .2 be aserver (hed
Lakoff) “o
e However, so does the male. Perhar)c =N "',bQ,f..,.
caring. For example: i
e WellI'msorryfo

?

s encouraging her t

Q

11:?‘9 a1 do? Do | have a shot W|th this girl? (asklng guestions, reve
help™ 1d support — lacks the advice which men usually can give themse

e Me: Oh gosh (weak expletives, Lakoff)
e Me: You're gonna make sooo much money in tips! (intensifiers, Lakoff)
e Me: It just made me upset, and | don't really know if | could hold it all i
e  Maybe he feels able to show a less-superior face since this is an online context a
he would not talk like this to his friends, and then this makes sense why he woul
e However, this challenges Edelsky and Herring’s findings that, on mixed-gen

masculine language.
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e He does show some male traits:
e wel'll have fun, just don't forget about me ;) (direct imperatives)
e Me: Are they? Well, if you ever quit, just step on their toes before you

bond, ameliorated without taboo for his female audience)

e Both use slang and covert prestige / downwards convergence according to
Perhaps in mixed gender, because of their age and the informal setting, thi

e Tannen’s difference theories of: status vs support (he uses the ‘female’ app
making connections); independence vs intimacy (again, a female approach,
vs understanding (he wants both but from others so not independent); info
advice for his feelings but does want a solution); orders vs proposals (quite
first’ and asks outright for opinions, although this is a blog so we would exp

Compare and contrast: o
e Both interestingly reveal fe:r A male language, even in confrontat

characters such as 'z 4, rcrhaps this proves Cameron right that conte
" erence theory proves Lampard to seem much more
‘emale traits could reveal some sort of inferiority (of languag
used, the'men are trying to ameliorate situations, e.g. to not seem over pu
with them.

Gl
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Exam Practice 6
The following exam practice is suitable for Q1/2 of either AS or A Level Paper 2.

Tryit!

Discuss (AS) / evaluate (A Level) the idea that men and women gossip d
following texts as a starting point.

* Remember that A Level papers do not give any data for this style of exam qu
Level, try this question without the texts provide

Planning Tasks for AS
Firstly, annotate the transcript. Secondly, read the indice’’ . -
e  Tick off any of these issues that you found. v
® Revise any areas you did notincludr .. “}o' ~A01 terms, more theory.

Planning Tasks for A le:r +

From these examples, link in some useful theory.
Create another branch called ‘overarching argument’.
On this, summarise your opinion according to the statement. You could th
answer — ‘how far’ do you agree with the statement?

7. This ‘overarching argument’ branch should form the introduction and conc

Nk Wb R

Essay Task for Both AS and A Level

8. Next, write the essay under timed conditions. Your plan and writing should
minutes for AS or 45 minutes for A Level which is the time allotted for this

9. Remember to use a range of AO1 terms and AO2 theories, plus clear disco
(the examiner).

Assessment Task for Both AS and A Level

10. Afterwards, use the mark scheme to self-assess. http://www.aqga.org.uk/sub
language-7701-7702/assessment-resources

11. Lastly, set yourself targets on the areas you need to revisit and revise. You
teacher has marked your work — pay attention to the areas for improveme
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Gossip Transcript 1

o

1K

0:

ST 9oF0oF Qo= 0

O‘—Oho‘—

Amy’s like god | want to have so much sex [with him], | was like [inaudi

[yeah] ((laughs)) her track record
you're just like

please don’t
Yeah

... she does really like him it’s not just like a (1) () kind of thing
Yeah but at the same time she will find someone else

Yeah this is what / said to her erm
Yeah

Oh she was telling me all about it tn¢ay F
Why what did shesay? 7210« -

(2) Basically I'v i "« toiiner side now because on Thursday apparent
¥z . . _ngconversation with her like a 45 minute long conve
wXNEEM-rm and was basically he told her everything he was like | real

wm really sorry for like what happened between us but like she’s
obviously not that into him anyway because

ie "gos,;i'p.

she’s mo[re after Jamie]

[she was she w]as after Jamie that night

Yeah

Erm

and also when she came back in from like that conversation she didn’t
Well this is the thing like Nick and Amy were being all over each other
night and on Saturday night as well cause they went to Disconnected.

What's that?

Well | thought it would be really good but Amy says it was crap erm bu
apparently it's supposed to be a really good night I’'m not sure where it
bit a bit of town. | also really want to go to Warehouse

Yeah, but it’s quite far away but

Read full transcript here: http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/english/documents/innervate/
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Gossip Text 2
Discuss the idea that men and women gossip differently (using this Daily Mail ar

The nattering classes! Women gossip for FIVE hours every d
It will come as no surprise to their often less talkative male counterparts.

The typical woman spends five hours a day — more than a third of her waking
gossiping, a study has revealed.

Whether at home or work women natter for about 298 minutes every day, it

Diet and exercise

Holidays

What they would do with a lottery win
Health worries

Lunch

Who's seeing who

Other people’s relationship problems
Children

Recipes

WoOoNOU R WN R

=
o

Husbands are most likely to get the brunt of work talk with a daily update on
gone and who has annoyed them.

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2025905/Women-spend-h
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Indicative Content for Exam Practice 6

Discuss (AS) / evaluate (A Level) the idea that men and women

e Tick off any of these issues that you found.
e  Revise any areas you did not include, e.g. more AO1 terms, more theory.

Indicative Content for Gossip Transcript 1

Neither woman takes the floor from the other.

They backchannel and support one another, making a mutually safe enviro
Backchannelling is emphasised, presumably in a friendly tone or one that e
Minimal responses are also used as support and ackr~ . adgement.

The intimate talk suggests a close frlendshlp i .
They have a system of shared values (=i j ”t .y riot asking for a change o

Goodwin) or harmless, supportive gossip (as according to Coates)?
Evidence of high involvement and cooperative overlap (Tannen). Also evid
speaking in private contexts, building relations, overlapping, symmetrical s

L0 e VL eS Lo

Indicative Content for Gossip Text 2

<& Formis Daily Mail, a tabloid, so does tend to sensationalise findings (e.g. ‘m
hours’) for an audience who will look primarily for entertainment rather th
could be said to be the secondary purpose.
Agrees with Pilkington’s findings that women like to gossip in private (‘one
published in a non-specialist form, it does not extend theory into looking a

<> The semantic fields that women talk about are domestic related and agree
are guardians of the domestic.
Mention of male gossip is non-existent, perhaps because tabloid newspape
patriarchy with their topics and presentation of women, e.g. Page 3 model
to introduce Pilkington’s findings about male gossip and how this differs fr
female gossip.
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Exam Practice 7
The following exam practice is suitable for the AS Q1/2 ‘Discuss’ Question.

Try it!

Discuss the idea that spoken interactions between men and women are
differences in communication.

In your answer you should discuss concepts and issues from language stu
supporting examples and the data in Text A belo

Planning Tasks

Firstly, annotate the transcript for AO1 terms and AO2 ft2ory.

Remember to include other contextual factors w'...t, ' Ld complicate the
Secondly, read the indicative content tc s ‘e b, du could have included.
Tick off any of these issues that . fo 4y 2

Revise any areas you ¢’/ / aé,“éig. more AO1 terms, more theory.

Essay Task.QZ M

1. Next,w tém essay under timed conditions. Your plan and writing should
minutes for AS, which is the time allotted for this question in the examinat

2. Remember to use a range of AO1 terms and AO2 theories, plus clear disco
(the examiner).

U b W NP

Assessment Tasks

1. Afterwards, use the mark scheme to self-assess. To do this use the AQA m
here: http://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-7

2. Lastly, set yourself targets on the areas you need to revisit and revise. You
teacher has marked your work — pay attention to the areas for improveme
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Text A
Text A is from The Big Bang Theory (Series 4, Episode 5).

Sheldon: Are you still depressed because you’re alon
Leonard: | don’t know. Maybe.
Sheldon: | want you to know that I’'m genuinely conc

Leonard: Thank you.

Sheldon: You're welcome. But it’s still no reason to h
Amy {on webcam}: May | offer an observation?

Leonard: What the hell? How long has she been here
Sheldon: Since we got hor o™ N f;he comic booksto
Leonard: That e e L‘u«:sago

Sheldon: ,,.q.éd‘uf’suggestion, we’re hanging out.

all the hoopla’s about. Go on, Amy.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Amy: From a neurobiological standpoint, Leonard
your psychological state is causing an actua
desperation.

Sheldon: Did you know that, Leonard?

Leonard: No.

Sheldon: | did.

Amy: | understand that some people find mates i
as bars or taverns. Have you tried a bar or t

Leonard: No, I’'m not gonna try to pick up a woman in

Sheldon: Wise decision. You see, Amy, success ata b
attributes such as height, strength, attractiv
liquor and throw darts, separately or togeth
attributes, right, Leonard?

Leonard: Right.

Amy: That’s not true of all bars. Juice bars, for ex

Sheldon: Oh! Good point, Amy. Yeah, building on you

frequent sushi bars, salad bars, oyster bars,
are you doing?

Leonard (exiting the apartment): Keep going. I'm listening.

Amy: That was rude.

Sheldon: He does it all the time. He's a cornucopia of

Amy: Cornucopia. What = » fluous word.

Sheldon: Let’s mak - tl st ~_word of the day. COPYRIGHT
Amy: s '?’ér/,; rid we'll use mellifluous tomorrow PROTECTED
Sheldon: - _ivell, | have to void my bladder. It was nice

Amy: Wait. | have a request.

Sheldon Yes?

Amy: I'd like you to meet my mother. iIg
Sheldon: | see. Can | get back to you on that? 09
Amy: Certainly. Good night.

Education

Read more here: ht
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Indicative Content For Exam Practice 7

Overview of misunderstandings:

e leonard’s loneliness is shared but not in a totally supportive way, more so
impersonal way, such as the way in which Leonard’s personal attributes ar

e  Leonard’s exit from the conversation is judged to be rude rather than him

e  Thetype of ‘bar’ is misunderstood.

e  Amy wants to take the relationship further; Sheldon politely plays for time

Theories that could be used:

Tannen - advice versus understanding
Leonard just wants sympathy but Amy and Sheldon give him some hard to hea
desperation). This is typical of males but less so for the fi s character of Am
makes her less ‘feminine’ and more robotic. :

Tannen - information versus *:
Humour occurs becars.. ‘e st |
relationshi % e _.ae‘quasi-autistic nature of the ‘nerds’ means they mis
situation an @ﬁ@“ Leonard’s feelings. He is more of a project rather than

¢e can tell that this is an opportunity for the

Tannen — independence versus intimacy
Sheldon sidesteps Amy’s invitation to meet her mother. His character is stereo
autonomy and fear of commitment.

Tannen — conflict versus compromise
Leonard rudely exits the room midway through their conversation. He is not co
feelings and openly invites conflict. He does not try to compromise by explaini

Jones’ House Talk
Scandal — Leonard’s relationships and behaviour are judged.
Chatting — mutual self-disclosure on an emotive topic.

Trudgill — Prestige

Sheldon seeks overt prestige by using low-frequency vocabulary, e.g. ‘mellifluo
of social awkwardness’. This is more of a feminine trait. However, we know th
(which Tannen said is a masculine trait).

Pilkington — Gossip
Male gossip can be overtly critical and does not have to be mutually supportive
continue to discuss Leonard’s ‘social awkwardness’.

Lakoff - Deficit model
Sheldon uses euphemisms, e.g. ‘hoopla’ instecd ¢ 1
Leonard seems to lack a sense of hurm-1 .t . ugri'his feelings are hurt).

Both of them exhibit feminine " gUa, ¢ traits, which perhaps are used to chara

gt
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Exam Practice 8
This question is suitable for AS Question 1/2.

Text A
Text A is an extract from the BBC which details the events surrounding one scien
about his female colleagues being ‘too sexy’ in the lab, which cost him his job.

Nobel Prize winner Tim Hunt was roundly criticised when he detailed his tho
girls’ at a conference of science journalists. ‘Three things happen when they
in love with them, they fall in love with you, and when you criticise them the

Read the full article ~* : http://www.bbc.c

Discuss the idea that interactions k- - n > nand women are characte
In your answer you should <« 1 © ~ iepts and issues from language stu
s orting examples and the data in Text A abo

A
(v

1. Read th"®%ole article, look at some of the Twitter responses and marvel a
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/blogs-trending-33095289

2. Annotate the data for AO1 (language levels) and AO2 (theories) and, of cou
springboard into wider issues. Use the questions below to help if you wish
e What are the connotations of the adverb ‘distractingly’?

What are the connotations of the adjective ‘sexy’?

Why would a man refer to a female colleague as ‘distractingly sexy’?

Would a woman ever use this term and, if she did, would the after-effe

Why is the man first unnamed but labelled as ‘a nobel laureate’?

What semantic field does Hunt use to talk about women?

What effect did the hash tag have?

What could you say linguistically about the name ‘Vagenda’?

What is the tone of the article?

What could you say about the pronouns Hunt used?

Think about how much power social media wields. Would the issues di

tackled as successfully without the part played by social media? What

Is social media helping the world to become a more open, more moral

in danger of making the world more judgemental and reactive, and is it

breaking down gender stereotypes?

3. Whatis the main argument you can find?

4. Discuss your findings in class and add to your notes.

5. Compare your findings to the indicative content. ;

6. Remember to include other contextual factors w' . ! Ol.d complicate the

Essay Tasks 1

1. Next, write the essay ur~ - > ' onditions. Your plan and writing should
minutes foc AS -+ - "t th . time allotted for this question in the examinat

2. Remet usa ‘range of AO1 terms and AO2 theories, plus clear disco
(the ex! AR

Assessment Tasks

1. Afterwards, use the mark scheme to self-assess. To do this use the AQA m
here: http://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-7
2. Lastly, set yourself targets on the areas you need to revisit and revise. You
teacher has marked your work — pay attention to the areas for improveme
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Indicative Content For Exam Practice 8

Discuss the idea that interactions between men and women are characte

Lexis
e ‘Distractingly’ suggests that women, as a whole, are offputting in a place of
of view.

e The adjective ‘sexy’ is also a diminutive which completely objectifies women
attributes. It makes the ‘male scientists’ seem superior and in a position to |
way (when he should have been referring to their colleagues by the noun ‘sc

e The term “a nobel laureate’ suggests the man is well educated and should kn
apportions some direct blame upon him, as though he should have acted m
position. ‘Laureate’ is a term suggesting he is one ~f . = tellectual elite, w
grace. There could also be a pun on the hnm pn ’ ..oble/nobel’, i.e. Hun
manner towards his female collearv s -

e Hunt used the third-perso:
quite cold and dicte . A

(4

£,

: a s waduns ‘them’ and they’ to describe his
't aff women act in the same negative, emotiona

Ed ¥ s

Semantic F 11 9 o3
oy H - < 2
Hunt talks aN&#®®women in terms of romance, ‘they fall in love with you’, and e

he should he seeing them in terms of their scientific role.

Tone
You might expect the tone to be angry. However, it is mocking and sarcastic ‘wa
graphic in the slightest’, which ridicules Hunt’s reaction to women'’s presence in
feared. Perhaps this is because the online reaction was so swift, sardonic and su
tweets in a matter of hours’) that anger became a redundant emotion in this cas

Context

¢ In this context, we can accept the term ‘female scientists’ but under any oth
seen as a marked term, e.g. lady doctor.

e The hash tag helped his faux pas to trend and to be addressed immediately.
empowering for ‘female scientists’, or any woman who has struggled to find
an example of casual sexism (‘male as norm’).

e The context of the feminist website Vagenda alerts us that the man who utt
task (“Vagenda’ being a neologism made from eliding ‘vagina’ and ‘agenda’).

e This even provoked some new Twitter names such as ‘babesofscience’ and s

e We should ask ourselves what would happen if a woman made the same co
website and consequent Twitter debate about this?

e However, Hunt made these comments in a public space.

Theory
e Cameron’s male as norm — that women in a lab are some - rt of romantic asid
effective scientists. She also suggested that we: =z 1y ) ') syoke in a masculine
perhaps this is also the same for women na ~ _saims of work? Are they co
therefore, liable to be targets i ) htton because their gender marks th
e Cameron's theory ab”' i xuals usmg ‘feminine language’ could also b
smiline o', . ue‘mnate personality traits be what Hunt is focusin
m ns"round that class changed language. Perhaps if female sci
of scieni:aﬁguage and act on equal terms with their male colleagues, Hu
‘distracting’? Something he would not normally expect from females? Are t
finds this uncomfortably challenging?
e Perhaps Hunt was also confused by the female use of tag questions? Is this,
language and made Hunt feel that they needed his assistance when, in fact,
they may have just been including him in their conversations?
e Or perhaps Spender’s view is correct — that Hunt could be subconsciously w
females in traditionally male roles is ‘tantamount to eliminating male power
seem to feel as if he sees ‘male power and dominance as reasonable and na
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Language and Laughter

Z
%
"
T
O
—
- S o
Z
o
O
T
_<

The theorists discussed in this section suggested that men and women laugh dif

Task 1

Before you read their actual theories, discuss the following:

1. Do you agree with Lakoff that women lack a sense of humour? Put your an
A4 / electronic device and be prepared to defend your answer.

2. Do men or women laugh more? Again, answers on a whiteboard.

3. Do you laugh more with people you like or dislike?

4. How many reasons can you think of for laughter?

Investigation Idea

i \r’ae numour? This could lead to an i
e.g. ‘An investigation into gender differe

Is there a difference between ma'-..
male and female stand-u= 3 .
Russell Howzgt :

Task 2
Now watch a clip of a comedy show suggested within the group {(classroom app
discuss whether female comedians are ‘as good’ as male comedians. Of course, &
subjective idea. However, for this purpose, we are not looking at what a ‘good’
laughter within the group.

Fill in the table below with your findings — unfortunately, as you are all languag
is impossible to avoid (where language use will change since you know what res
add more rows if you can think of other ways to create a corpus analysis of laug

Male Students

Who laughs more?

Who laughs at coarse
humour, e.g. taboo
topics or swearing?

Who joins in laughter to
be sociable or

supportive?
Who laughs more = COPYRIGHT
loudly? Ppte PROTECTED

T
argumenta e [9

Compare your findings to those below. How far is laughter in your classroom ty 09

stereotypes? EdUCO’tiO{}

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 68 of 106



Theory 35: Hakulinen: Laughter (1994)

In 1994, Auli Hakulinen suggested that laughter is part of gender dis
uses laughter for a specific masculine or feminine purpose, as part o
subconsciously. Nonetheless, laughter does seem to be used in ster
theory suggests that men and women use laughter for different reas
socialised interaction. Laughter could be used to support (by female

Theory 36: Jefferson: Laughter (1994)

Also in 1994, Gail Jefferson build on Hakulinen's initial findings. Whe
laugh. However, this is not reciprocated. In mix=c gender conversa
will not automatically do so. :

boa ’fcx men. This difference between t
27 st women join male laughter while 47% o
dﬁbly these findings as a generalisation.

Therefore, women Iaur*'“
actually quite <m0, =

’

Cag

Uk ‘. " \‘ e
W, wrote about her participants using the metaphor of the leg
caEIed them, Janes} are more receptive to laughter and men (Tarzans
laugh at male laughter even though they cannot see what is amusing
female is laughing, he will not reciprocate.

However, Janes will not laugh if a man is using jokes to be difficult or

A Tarzan will join in a Jane’s laughter if he is trying to be gallant.

Janes will laugh at themselves but not at a Tarzan’s troubles, even if
However, a Tarzan will laugh at a Jane’s troubles.

You can read more and about the actual case studies here:
http://www.liso.ucsb.edu/liso_archives/Jefferson/Laughter_in_male-femal

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Also Laughter in Interaction by Phillip Glenn is a useful text which ha
sociolinguistic laughter theories.

Theory 37: Glenn, Hoffman and Hopper: Laughter (Co

in 1996, these three theorists (Phillip Glenn, Katherine Hoffman and
initial findings with a larger corpus. They split participants into ‘non-
relevant’ pairs which, unfortunately, agam me ie sample small.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Some of their findings contradlrt nile. f-'-_f o, Out5|de a relationsh
the ‘laughter mvatatlonr‘_, A T <1 the women did. However, insid
tess. Withinare'.) = "hoy

triey found that women laughed more in
i o Jgn “at themselves and their mistakes).

IS

Theory 38: Schegloff: Interactional Purpose of Laugh

Emanuel Schegloff believes that neither males nor females use laugh
It also serves an interactional purpose, e.g. being sociable, showing s
down an offensive remark, relief. This is often a more feminine trait

Qg

Education

Read more in his book The Handbook of Conversational Analysis.
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Theory 39: Partington: Laughter and Superiority (200

Alan Partington wrote that laughter is used to create and express su
threaten face or ameliorate a threatening act, for example play-fight
related to personality and idiosyncrasy than gender.

Read more in The Linguistics of Laughter by Alan Partington.

Theory 40: Reiss: Cartoons (2005)

Allan Reiss is a psychiatry professor specialising in behavioural scienc
cartoons and rate them on a scale of 1 to 10. Whaf he found was th
between males and females:

The females in his study had r\""c' 10 “ ‘ _acuvity in the left inferior f

tanguage. This reglon e b Lca’s area’ which is known for the
female brain sou = e . active’ when processing humour. Reiss
N ,r“m,..«. receptlve to the dopamine reward triggered by h

o SO ‘eating chocolate). Reiss found men’s response to be just

He asked the important question:

‘Is it possible that women approach humour with a more open mind
laugh at all their jokes? Or could it be that they laugh more because
to?

He also showed subtlety in reading Lakoff’s findings, which was not t
humour per se but that they laughed more often to reduce discrimin

Theory 41: Provine: Who Laughs More? (2000)

Psychologist Robert Provine found that women laugh more than me
exact), which is in direct conflict with Lakoff’s statement that women
also found that women laugh more with other women than menins
women laugh more in mixed-gender conversation, making them the
often.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Read more about Reiss and Provine in a 2014 article by Scott Weems
Salon.com, a liberal politics and current affairs website:
http://www.salon.com/2014/03/15/louis ¢ k or tina fey gender science
n_or_women funnier/
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Exam Practice 9

This exam practice is suitable for Q1/2 (Discuss / Evaluate Question) of either A

Try it!

Discuss (AS) / evaluate (A Level) how males and females use

For AS, use the following article: ‘Louis CK or Tina Fey?’

One of the largest scientific studies on gender and humor was conducted by
laughter researcher Robert Provine. Provine wanted to examine humorin a
had no interest in jokes. Rather, he wanted to see how men and women dif
laughter. To do that, he sent assistants out to eavesdr“ >~ i people in public
conversations at parties, took notes on subwa'_:,, Vommred people ord
collect what Provine calls ‘laugh episc:iz n.‘,,d,.,;’aﬁer almost a year of col
such events, Provine was fma' i ‘n jaf who iaughed more in natural set

speaking. Whether it was the man or the woiman doing the talking, females
laugh as their male counterparts.

These data reveal that women do indeed laugh and enjoy a good joke, thou
reasons than men. Laughter isn’t offered easily among men. Perhaps it's a m
by nature more reserved, but men are far likelier to elicit laughter from the
laugh themselves. Put two women in a room and they’ll soon share a laugh,
it’s the men who are the clowns and the women who are the audience.

Read more here: http://www.salon.com/2014/0

science and the age old que

Planning Tasks For AS Level

1. Firstly, use a Venn diagram to show how males and females use humour d
have middle ground.

Around this, note down what other contextual factors affect humour use,
Annotate the transcript.

Read the indicative content to see what you could have included.

Tick off any of these issues that you found.

Revise any areas you did not include, e.g. more AO1 terms, more theory.

ok WwhnN

Planning tasks for A Level

1. Firstly, use a Venn diagram to show how males and ferm es use humour d
have middle ground. e

2. Around this, note down what other corfe 1 i f '.f;r§'affect humour use,

3. This ‘complicating argument’ hr- . = 'f?f'/} A tep 2 should form the introduc

Essay Task for Bath :. 4 on
e g under timed conditions. Your plan and writing shoul
95 or 45 minutes for A Level, which is the time allotted for this

e Remember to use a range of AG1 terms and AO2 theories, plus clear disco
(the examiner). Bring in theories from Lakoff, the laughter theorists or the

e  For AS only, remember to refer to the data extract and then out to other c

Assessment Task for Both AS and A Level
e  Afterwards, use the mark scheme to self-assess. http://www.aga.org.uk/sub

language-7701-7702/assessment-resources
e lastly, set yourself targets on the areas you need to revisit and revise. You
teacher has marked your work — pay attention to the areas for improveme
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Indicative Content for Exam Practice 9

AO1 (the structure of the essay)

e  Your essay will presumably start with an introductory premise setting out t
differences in the way the two genders speak — differences that appear so
does seem to be evidence for either an innate or a socialised distinction be

e The majority of your essay will then give several examples of these key diff
to show the examiner what you have learned. Choose from the most inter
examples. To really reveal the differences, you should contrast male and f

e Conclude your essay by summing up once more that there are many well-r
instances and patterns of difference in speech between the genders.

AO1 (terminology you could include) , L
e Lexis: linking to Lakoff, you could ©'t .« . ¢ or’"s"‘pécial lexicon for, e.g. col
expletives. You could con* a ¢th ‘e the male tendency for overt presti
language as found |y L ':t,,,,.ar'fd?Hay. Question whether this is innate or s

St oo iiha Fey? article.

e Structuifiets ngﬁto the laughter theorists, you could look at laughter as ge
lefferson’et al.) and how this has some scientific basis supporting innate ge
raises questions about socialisation (pleasing others).

e Pragmatics: animal terms used more negatively for women (e.g. bitch vs st
Are these terms you have heard or used yourself? Could you imagine using
‘bitch’ used for a male implies homosexuality perhaps). Also, those linked
often for women — as are casually sexist terms such as ‘female doctor’, as i
adjective ‘female’ being included.

AO2 (theory you could include)

o lakoff’s deficit language vs Kuiper/Hay’s overt use of taboo / sexual insults
e laughter theorists

e Gendered terms theories, e.g. Holmes, Stanley, Schulz and Lakoff

e Also referring to the ‘Louis CK or Tina Fey?’ article

If you were unsure of how to use any of these key theories, make sure you revis
essay again.
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Language and Sexual Ident

Can a person’s language, including prosodic features (e.g. tone, pitch, volume)
facial expressions, body language) reveal their sexual identity? These areas are
terms of diversity: Queer Theory, Lavender Linguistics and Gender Performativi

Write down what you might list as stereotypical traits of heterosexual females,
females and homosexual males, using these four categories as subheadings. Lo
paralinguistic features.

These theories look at homosexuality, i.e. what is homosevt = ¢
language reveal sexuality? Do we change our ling:i7f & * 4t

3

< _neéresting studies.

Discuss with the group before rea-"".. -

IC:

Investigaf‘

™ i _ -

This would 119(‘3@0“ iiteresting language investigation with many possible topi
> 2"" . . . . . .

homosexuat...arénd up in reality?’ or ‘An investigation into the language of ho

with ceiebrities before and after they came out’ or ‘The treatment of homosex

Theory 42: Valentova and Havlicek: Perceived Sexua

An excellent theory you can use when looking at language and sexu
Orientation Based on Vocal and Facial Stimuli Linked to Self-Rated S
Jaroslava Varella Valentova and Jan Havli¢ek. Or put more simply, ¢
homosexual based on their voice or looks? You can read their open
more detail:
http://iournals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0082417

They began their investigation because of the ‘widespread belief th

accurately judged solely on the basis of limited information, such as
behaviour’. They wanted to examine the existence of the ‘gaydar’ a
markers of belonging to the given social group’. They focused on ho
based on initial impressions, which is ‘one of the most important m

quickly and effectively classify the social world’.

Interestingly, studies have shown that listeners could in fact distingu
on their speech from video clips and still photographs of fully clothe
areas, e.g. eyes, hair, mouth, and this was the same across different
deemed to have ‘feminine’ qualities to their looks

f_}‘;tterns, e.g. higher p

This ‘feminine quality’ was the same fc .. €3
expanded vowel /I/. .

Even so, context =l 42 _:a;t;“‘fﬁose who were more familiar with h

accgzatey * « . T yaesses, with female participants guessing wron

43: Bent, Munson et al.: Vowel Production (1

This study into the influence of sexual orientation on vowel product
difference at birth but that homosexuals selectively adopt (choose)
into a particular social group (which fits Trudgill’s convergence theo
findings that homosexual men and women do not have higher or lo
found that prosodic choices were more to do with sounding emotio
simply higher or lower pitched innately (which matches the feminin
versus theories).
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Theory 44: Kulik: ‘Spotting’ Homosexuals (2000)

Like many others, Don Kulik believes the impression that homosexua
language is part of folk linguistics and, as such, is an outdated view.
speak in the same way, and speech patterns cannot be called gay or
lesbian people use them.

When the pop star George Michael came out in the 1990s (following
toilet), there was immense shock — many people claimed never to hav:
homosexual (we will examine some media reports on this later):

¢ Watch a Wham! video {e.g. ‘Wake me up before you go-go’)

s Go back to your list of stereotypical homosexuaf traits —did you s

¢ Then read this blog on ‘funnyordle htt” S
michael-being-gay-so-surprising

s funnyordie.com/ar

Task 1

1. Doyou k2" A

w‘;‘ion ke Valentova and Havlicek, that you could probably have gue

yust from watching this video?

3. What do you think about the blogger’s choice of phrase ‘Rock Hu
Make some comments about shared knowledge and labelling.

culli'li,ﬂthat homosexuals cannot be spotted an

Theory 45: Travis: Pitch (2011)

Lee Edward Travis claims that being an early adolescent male is a dis
voice remains high pitched, like a woman’s, when their peers have d
builds on social anxiety theories already seen, e.g. Cameron’s ‘male
which involve homosexual terms.

Theory 46: Motschenbasher et al.: Lancaster Universi

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

How would you feel if somebody said you had qualities of the oppos
or positive thing? Is there a difference between the males and fema

Read and discuss this blog by D S Bigham on whether or not he feels
http://www.slate.com/blogs/lexicon valley/2014/11/24/sounding gay pu
s _about your social _identity.html?wpsrc=sh all dt tw top

Researchers in the department of Linguistics and English Language a
studying gender performativity (the way we feel we have to ‘perform

identity] according to our gender, e.g. beine &« “or girlish). They
sex determines their gender ldentn‘v i e Pt lles ‘identify as mascu COPYRIGHT
Also that ‘males will not on'v s oray .nasculme but also experien PROTECTED

called ‘opposite se¥’ - i’ 50 cruc:a!ly comes to be seen as a defi:
vice versa fc.o 4\ ..{"other words, the gender we are born with
. na\fe in the ‘correct’ manner.

Tneref'ore they claim that ‘a non-normative gender performance is se: [9
normative sexual identity, in that an insufficiently feminine gender p
female is evidence of her alleged homosexuality’. In other words, if 09 :
voice and body language, or if you prefer to stay single, then people »
vice versa for males). EdUCO’UOQ

Do you feel that people are often wrongly labelled? Is there pressur
e.g. for girls to wear pink and to put on make-up?
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Theory 47: Butler: Gender as ‘Prescriptive’ (2007)

Marilyn Butler has written that gender is ‘never merely descriptive b
means that we are assigned a gender at birth and expected to act in
same as the Lancaster University findings). She states the midwife’s
setting the whole linguistic determinism in play, as if our gender then
us from the minute we are born. If we wish to fit in with cultural exp
acts’ in that we speak and act as we are expected to.

How far do you agree with these statements? Can you be a masculin
without this being evidence of homosexuality? Forinstance, do hete
golf? Do heterosexual men dance ballet? Do heterosexual women s
face-threatening acts? Are heterosexual men ; ested in emotions

Heterosexist, Homophobic and Hetersr s - . e 1érms

Heterosexist terms are those '/ q 1 ncgatlve connotations for anything fem
or any insulting phras=-!" * s ternale genitalia as an insult {which links to Sta
about patrigETIin 4. .aefon’s ‘male as norm’). It also includes overtly positiv
masculine, ¢ wﬁ%‘ ) the positive spin on being able to do something ‘like a man’ o

These build into heteronormative terms — anything which supports heterosexua

Homophobic terms are negative about homophobia, for example a woman bein
man she isn’t attracted to or a man being called ‘gay’ because he’s not good at s

Task 2
Think about your use of language. Review this for 24 hours. How many heteros
homophobic terms do you use, either subconsciously or otherwise? Share these
lesson. What about older members of your family or wider use across the sixth
between the way each gender uses these?

Gay Code-switching
Gay slang was important when homosexuality was illegal, and an early gay lexicc
Legman in 1941, The Language of Homosexuality: An American Glossary. A mor
The Queen’s Vernacular from 1972. As the liberal 1970’s and the decriminalisati
way to the 1980s, the onset of AIDS meant that there was a fresh rise in homop
oppressed minority group, this secret language was both a part of belonging (inc
and surviving (exclusive language — divergence from ‘the norm’). These secret la
where homosexuality is illegal, like the Gayle language of South Africa or Bihasa

In today’s more accepting society, switching to a ‘gay code’ is more part of asser
way, resisting gender norms. However, a3 more heteronc i style may be chos
formal environment, since homosexual speech for? & & me : nes be associated wit
exclude the speaker. 4

Polari
Polari is hoy

Ja L. pora n’gay code’ which can be switched on or off lingui
Wty oﬁiéxt It originated between other secretive groups in the n
Judy street p«:rro'rmers thieves who wanted to speak in secret, and members of
sexuality. Today, there is even an iTunes app for translating into Polari. We use
as ‘acdc’ to describe somebody who is bisexual, ‘barney’ for a fight and the mor
for secret encounters in public toilets. This language has drawn from Cockney r
but also has influences from Romany gypsy languages.
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Theory 48: Baker: Gay Slang (2004)

Paul Baker has collected a list of gay slang in his book Fantabulosa: A
Slang. See if you can guess what the following terms mean and mak

Task 3

Term Meaning
Daddy

Granola
lesbian

Riot grrrl

Lipstick
lesbian

Whorella

Arrfoph' y
\ =2
£

. Baker sees these labels as stereotypes but not necessarily negativ
roles’ and part of belonging to a social group. What is your opini

e  Why might these terms to do with sexual identity be more accept
looked at by Holmes and Stanley, e.g. ‘bitch’ or ‘crumpet’.

e  Also think about whether the label ‘gay’ is positive or negative an

e  Finally, what about the word ‘cis’? It is an abbreviation for ‘cisge
with the gender you were born with. Some transsexuals call peo
you feel about being labelled in this way?

Theory 49: Ashley: Lesbian Language (1982)

Leonard R N Ashley said in his book Dyke Diction: The Language of Le::
female genitalia was similar to that used by nuns! If this is true, then
of gender but of minority groups, so are contextual rather than innat

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

How far is this true of other minority groups? Think about different
formed around taboo or sensitive topics. Do you ever change your |
sensitive subject? If so, how? For instance, how might a police offic
talking to a victim about a sexual assault?

Theory 50: Leap: Lavender L:ngulstv" 1993)

Beyond the Lavender Lexicon is a bool wy N fm teap. Hewrote a
by homosexuals. This term is Si L Ised (o describe the language of
social group. Leap »'s.a s 'k . homosexuals will use TV shows suc
Undertotecs 4 . ‘= .+és the latest ‘code’. Some of Leap’s ideas ca
T “..is speak differently from heterosexuals and declares
wﬁ janguage. However, Leap is not homophobic and is quick t
give furid details about homosexual life in the news. He brands as vi
especially tabloids, give ‘salacious information about a gay person
they're criminal’.
e http://www.cnsnews.com/news/article/university-conference-focuses-
Listen to this great radio interview where Leap talks about lavender |
radio station. Make notes about some of his comments to discuss af
e https://www.wbez.org/shows/wbez-news/what-gay-sounds-like-the-lin
communities/07f00b12-406c-4be7-ae3f-916207e6d414
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Task 4
Read this article about George Michael in British tabloid the Daily Mail. Annotat
break this down into words classes (e.g. nouns, verbs, adjectives pragmatics). T
AO2 that the media uses ‘salacious information about a gay person” which impli
of this tabloid?

George: I’'m Not Ashamed of Cruising
The singer, who lives with long-term partner Kenny Goss, 48, in a £5 million man
which is less than a mile from Hampstead Heath also compared the man he enc
Bernard Manning lookalike.

' af} be ageist or fatti

Ridiculing his actions, Michael said: 'As much as | don"..r.
that dark.

S iraél's latest encounter he confirmed that his 'marriage’
'time being, as the Daily Mail revealed on Tuesday.

However, f -
postponed 1R

His new shame echoes the incident which revealed his sexuality to the world —a
millions of fans —when he was caught trying to have sex in a California public to
in 1998.

Read full article here: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz

Task 5
Now compare the tabloid article to this broadsheet from The Guardian written b
Look at the same word classes and apply Leap’s theory:

George Michael: 'I'm surprised I've survived my ow

Even when he was struck by disaster, he turned it to his advantage. In 1998, he
lewd act’ after a sting by the Beverly Hills cops, and sentenced to 80 hours of co
extinguished most careers, but Michael went on television, explained himself in
interview, and wrote Outside, a cheeky song about al fresco sex — ‘I'd service the
the video featured urinals with silver disco balls and kissing policemen.

Read full article here: http://www.theguardian.com/musi@f’ZOO‘_)/dec/OS/geor

Task 6 N
Extension: Use these two texts to ansye -+ x .. -1 A7B/AB comparison question.
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Theory 51: Sheffield: Sexual Terrorism (1995)

Carole J Sheffield coined the term ‘sexual terrorism’, which is a femi
differences in society. It looks at rape as an exercise in male power,
eroticisation of women and calls into question any area where men

Theory 52: Kelly: Sexual Terrorism (1987)

Liz Kelly furthers the concept of sexual terrorism by claiming that all
violence at some time in their lives. This could be due to verbal abu
or ‘slut’, which is in part harassment and, as sur?‘ 'iaas finks to crimin

Do you agree with Kelly’s ideas i ~. e or aay sexism like this exists?
resentment towards Wors - 2. u:ty? ‘Are women more frightene
the backlash thr _eive lf they act freely?

‘ke & io’bk at a possible case of modern-day sexual terrorism.

) ,,,,;fton Post about Donald Trump’s sexist remarks and an extrac
http://www. huffingtonpost.com/entry/18-real-things-donald-trump-has-s
women us 55d356a8e4b07addcb442023

You could also spend some time in lessons and at home reviewing Y
Trump and his attitude towards women. You should look for a bala
Trump has not been sexist.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Socialisation Theories

Socialisation theories look at the difference between nature and nurture. Inling
speaking a certain way or will this be taught to us as we grow and are influenced

Synoptic Opportunity

Children’s Language Development
Often of interest to linguists is the very difficult-to-answer question, when do ge
created by society? If so, when? Or is the difference innate (we are born that w

In this section are some studies that could help you to der’

Theory 53: Maltz wa | . _ker: Age (1982)

Danial Mz'*: .~ ﬂ,. orker studied children to investigate whether.
'[f ha | our were present at an early age.
on

e

Theory 54: Goodwin: Socialisation (1990)

Their colleague, Marjorie Harness Goodwin, studied a group of Africa
Philadelphia in 1990 (approximate age 8-11).

Theory 55: Eckert: Split Hierarchies (2013)

Penelope Eckert also studied socialisation but in girls in the 5" and 6
ages 8-11). They did find that the children played differently.

Task 1

Speculate on what these differences might be, drawing from your own experien
e Did the children play in same-sex or mixed-gender groups?

In male-only groups, how might language have been used?

What about in female-only groups?

And in mixed-gender groups?

When do language changes start to occur between the genders?

Discuss what you think will happen, and then read the findings that follow to see

Maltz and Borker Findings

Daniel Maltz and Ruth Borker fourd =~
e thechildren splitinto . A
e male-onlamot ‘?5_;.; zased on hierarchy, constant negotiation of status a
o0 ‘e.::dliti{/'é‘s and bald commands, and used language to keep the
¥hen others had the floor.

o female-only groups used language to form bonds in small, non-hierarchical
very little status-negotiation and used indirect imperatives often ameliorate
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Goodwin Findings
Marjorie Harness Goodwin extended these findings to show how girls were also
She coined the ‘he-said-she-said’ theory in which girls ostracise others in order
resemble supportive forms of collaboration described elsewhere as characterist
http://www.uk.sagepub.com/upm-data/6241 Chapter 5 Krolokke 2nd Rev Final P

Read more of her work in these texts:
The Hidden Life of Girls: Games of Stance, Status and Exclusion
He-Said-She-Said: Talk as Social Organization Among Black Children

Eckert Findings
Penelope Eckert found that Y5 and Y6 was a time of < ;

Eckert commented that the g|rls usssiny f':;I:/,_;, line boys up until this point, with

. »op fﬁnning, start monitoring their facial e
dramattc POScme by =i ‘subdue their facial expressions, spread out thei
tough or at 11 ‘(ai = consc;ously deepen their voices ... As boys take over pla

She claims that both genders are ‘beginning to participate in an emerging heter
overriding social imperative among children: the need to demonstrate maturity
of the past.’

Eckert explains that girls go through the most change and see this as a ‘rite of p
to her that they no longer played but instead just talked about boys. Girls, she
about by having boyfriends as a kind of linguistic currency and this is how girls’
on top if you are at ease with romance.

She continues to speculate that the ‘girls’ behaviour is a response to being marg
previously open to both sexes’ (e.g. sports, playing). They choose to become ex

Unfortunately, at such an early age, Eckert reveals girls have already, ‘grasped t
public arenas, and are preparing themselves to take leading roles in the private

So, girls are still concerned with power but its focus has shifted to this new aren

(Cameron, The M

Task 2
Discussion: Are Eckert’s claims true? How do you feel abr'.* 1is? Canyou rem
behaviour occurred during your own childhood {07+ 61 : sibungs}? Highlight t
features of Eckert’s argument and see whi-t - "u j_,,-'e or disagree with.

Synoptic Opportun"'3

Children’s I g 1gi N meent Language Investigation

Task 3 %éuww&

When do you'inink you began to change the gender of who you played with as
you remember if and why you felt any social pressure to form same-gender gro
think this will change again at any time in the future?

&9

If you have the opportunity to study young children (e.g. if you do work experie
schools, or if you have younger siblings, or if you can visit a school with your cla
socialisation theories.
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Evolutionary Theories

These theories suggest that language characteristics are mostly affected by phys
inherent due to evolution (as opposed to socialisation theories). These theories

Theory 56: Millar: Evolutionary Psychology (2015)

Geoffrey Millar’s theory sees men as having the more dominant lang
for courtship and that ‘women evolved into the proverbial good liste
suitable mate.

Task 1 o
If you are in a relationship or know pecp v ‘Vgrg,»dow far do you believe Mill
whether men do the ‘courtshir’ s it v Liwén do the ‘listening’.

Electronic 1
Task 2
Do you think the same is true with texts between people in a relationship? Ord
their emotions when texting rather than face-to-face? Are women more able to
face-to-face? Discuss these interesting ideas.

Theory 57: Dunbar: ‘Lekking’ (2000)

Robin Dunbar agrees with Millar, saying that men had to talk more a
‘lekking’, which he compares to a peacock’s display with his tail.

Task 3

How far do you agree with these claims by evolutionary psychologists? Put your
and 10, with 1 being ‘1 do not agree at all’ and 10 being ‘l am in total agreement’
class.

Theory 58: Katz: Alpha Male (1972)

Jerrold J Katz wrote about the language of the alpha male which can
response such as ‘anytime’ when they are thanked for doing a job or
pragmatically shows dominance as if they were saying, ‘l am equippe
are; you need my presence and | can do this a- +. whenever require

Task 4 /
Do you think this is true?: 3 J\ 5 i give more self-deprecating or supportive r
their help, ¢4 I‘f ¢
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Theory 59: King, Jacquet, Bergstrom and West: Self-c

Molly M King, Jennifer Jacquet, Carl T Bergstrom and Jevin D West fo
are more likely to indulge in ‘self-citation’ or, in colloquial terms, to *
that 31% of males in their study group did so in comparison to 21% o
findings were drawn from references to their own work in academic

electronic library of academic papers). In other words, the male aut

they had found, thereby proving their own intellect and importance.
represent the lower number of women in certain academic fields, e.

a gendered difference.

Another reason could be that self-confident females are often judge
suitability for a leadership position, they ofter . srience backlash f
Though self-promotion enhances com d r . ussessments, it also re

<, .enWho Admire Their Own Work’ by

Task 5
How far do you agree with these findings? Discuss in pairs and feed back to the

Synoptic opportunity

Occupational Groups
This theory will also be useful when you study the concepts above.
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Gender, Media and Technology T

These theories look at the impact of various media upon language use such as er:

Theory 60: Edelsky (1981)/Herring (1993): Gender Dif

Carole Edelsky focused on gendered language as having two ‘floors’
mostly male participants, F2 collaborative with a mix of both gender:
ideas in a new context: online forums.

Anita Sarkeesian launched a series of YouTube clips about misogyny in video ga
abuse including death threats and rape threats. Thishoo @ <nown as the neo
with the suffix ‘gate’ to mimic the political scands: oi"\’ ;orgate. In itself, this n
hatred she met with for simply being 2v o1 ;‘fom'r'{g her opinions about a tra

or gaming world.

Ifog ni.* J:q’(ié“‘ncy’ ran a series entitled ‘Tropes Versus Women in
explores thefeEg@ntation of women in games. From the start, she makes it cle
while also examining them in sociolinguistic terms. The tone of her channel is e
topics such as construction of the damsel-in-distress figure, including a game wi

later released with her in the damsel role.

EY

Her videos are not rants, unlike the backlash she experienced. Sarkeesian has b
‘feminists are a waste of air’ and that ‘more games should have girl characters h
of her haters hopes she ‘gets cancer’ while another wants to see intimate parts

these responses here (warning — explicit content):

e  http://femfreg.tumblr.com/post/109319269825/one-week-of-harassment

Task 1
Make a mind map with ‘Gamergate’ in the middle. Surround this with theories
study.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Task 2

Read this Guardian article in which Sarkeesian claims that ‘troll’ is not a replace

‘abuse’. This page also includes the introductory part of ‘Tropes Versus Women ::

e  https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/aug/29/anita-sarkeesian-
valenti

Now write an opinion piece that shows your thoughts on the Gamergate scanda
gaming magazine article, an audience of gamers and a purposz to inform and p

e~ OF COPYRIGHT
Synoptic Opportunity te PROTECTED
Electronic Texts =
Task 3

we -, ert and men speak differently online from the manner in

Do you thir s

conversatioi w‘

Write down some ways in which you think they might differ.

e  Consider context as well as gender, e.g. male-oriented websites, female-or 09

e  Consider who writes more posts, who answers and how, who is more likely
e Read Edelsky/Herring’s findings and compare your thoughts.

Education
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Edelsky/Herring’s Findings
Edelsky and Herring found that women used more female-style language when
Mumsnet (similar to styles you have already learned from Lakoff and Tannen’s f

They found that men used more masculine-style language when on male-orient
rooms, discussing stereotypically male hobbies such as BMX or gaming, or on sp
football or other stereotypically male sports.

On sites or forums which attract both genders, women were seen to talk (write)
more masculine. So women's online style varies according to whether it is singl
language will become more competitive and assertive when in a forum with me

The quotations below are from the following article k

gne: o L pender 1980) On a mixed-sex discussion liston t
")o “men and women percetved women to be dominant beca

D.Ben'édetto, 1998).

‘However, in women-centered forums (Korenman and Wyatt, 1996), women typ
messages, and this is seen as normal.” So, in this context, it seems to be accepte
than men in mixed-gender talk. Otherwise, women are dominant. This seems t
that women should give way to men’s opinion.

More generally, Herring (1996) found that men tend to communicate i
supportive, more hedged) style in female-predominant forums, and w
masculine (more contentious and assertive) style in male-predominant

So this shows us that both genders are aware of our different styles. Also, that v
used by the dominant number rather than the dominant gender. Do you agree
different styles of language to choose from to suit the context) is more about th
gender?

Herring tested her findings in a new context. The results from a forum on the to
course were as follows (according to Herring):

‘There was one change in who took the floor about half-way through the “men’s
a struggle takes place between participants {(mostly male} who want to discuss w
on men’s literature. This seems in keeping with Tannen’s sta* S VErsus support

make face-threatening acts. ‘

‘At a certain point, the females take =21 7o e discussion. This occurs when
simultaneously. These |nclur4= ) I’T‘ X licerature course, male domination in E
subscribers threateri~¢ i Luscribe from the list. During this period, the num
women mg e teed, while the number of men’s messages decreased.” T
e.g. House "W¥eg@¥ lones, information versus feelings and status versus support (
to, perhaps, asking why people feel they should leave).

However, the men always made longer posts than the female participants, abou

Males also received more messages per post, even on the female-oriented sites,
holding the floor in a similar manner to conversations. It seems that male input
contributions as it garners more response.
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This could be because male participants are more likely to baldly disagree, ther
Men were more likely to flame (also according to Hall, Herring and Sutton). Ho
less likely to seek conflict (see Tannen’s conflict versus compromise), so male p
those who respond.

Conversely, female participants are more likely to agree with posts on either m
Again, this is in keeping with conversational traits (that women agree more, als
compromise).

Each gender starts a new topic thread equally on forums associated with their
threads on female-oriented sites, men start more on male-oriented sites). This
findings in conversation, where women are more likely to 7 & new topics inm
suggesting that women feel more empowered on' ..z m | be as their gender is

Roles can be an exception to the - .wx i, '7 Tﬁx‘arﬁple a female scholar at the top
asked questions of more ‘4 . ..iemales. She was obviously considered a p
gender. Thizas@iani. @ :;'f,,gu'més by O’Barr and Atkins with their courtroom an

iy Y
12, §
% ..,.,...v.-,a..vi""

Theory 61: The Bechdel Test: Gender in Media (1985

The Bechdel test is used as a criterion for gender bias in works of fic
of films).

The test is named after American cartoonist, Alison Bechdel, who pu
how difficult it can be to find movies that treat women respectfully

About 50% of contemporary films fail the test. This could be due to
about audience expectations or because film/media is often a male-

Bechdel Test Criteria

1. Two or more women must be present (who should be named).
2. They have to talk to each other.

3. Their topics cannot be men.

These frustrations are not a new idea. In her work A Room of One’s
this about characters often seen in works of fiction:

They are now and then mothers and daughters. But almost witho
their relation to men. It was strange to think that all the great wo
Austen's day, not only seen by the other sex, but seen only in rela
small a part of a woman’s life is that?

‘According to a 2014 study by the Geena Davis Ins*‘tute on Genderi
worldwide from 2010 to 2013, only 31% o®... , <c haracters were
female protagonist or co-protagen;t. % - .uiréctors are women.’

7 do : . omresearch by OMICS Group (pu

s

as failing one (the women's conversations are about men), 23% as f
to each other), and 10% as failing all three (there are not two name
https://rgsfilmclub.wordpr

Only around half of the top grossing films of 2013 would have passe
sources.
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Synoptic Opportunity

Spoken Texts

Task 4

e How far do you agree that the Bechdel test is something to be taken seriou
e  (Can films that subjugate women be deemed overly influential on society?
e What might be the limitations of the Bechdel test?

e  What might be the male alternative to the Bechdel test (e.g. where men do

Task 5
Choose some clips to watch and see if they pass the Bechdel test. See if you can
will fail. Collate your findings and see if there are any pattern': according to gen
passed? How might you feel about this? s

Can your class correctly guess, just freza i e 3 wnether the film passed or no

Language | ro
You could ¢d gaut ¥ an in-depth investigation into this subject using the Bechdel t
e.g. ‘An investiéation into gender representations in Game of Thrones — are fem
power in the same way as men?’.

Theory 62: Komarovsky: Matrimony (1964)

Mirra Komarovsky examined gendered language in the 1960s and, in
Blue Collar Marriage. She found that men and women occupied ‘diff
women’s talk often centring on the domestic.

Is this true of females you know? |s there an age difference? For example, obvi
have at least English Language in common but would this be true of older wome

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Gender and Advertising

Has it ever struck you that advertising seems sexist? Males could be said to be
masculine or extremely wimpy and lethargic. Women could be said to be portr
or as a nagging wife.

Task 6
Discussion: How far do you agree with the above statement? Discuss in pairs th
your ideas. Feel free to change your opinion if anybody in your group presents
You should bring in examples from adverts you have seen on the TV, in magazin
elsewhere.

Theory 63: Matud, Rodnguez s } 3 0i
2010) :
Research into mao.it g “eisvision advertising conducted in man
of sexism *n . * .. _aen. For example, Matud, Rodriguez and Espin
A ap \y_u10) and Arima studied Japanese television advertise
_l_lzed e:ther in a degrading or demeaning fashion or in stereotyp

Theory 64: Yang: Language Use (1993)

According to Coates (1993), women are believed to be verbose. Fem
designed by females and for female customers (ideal audience). The
in female advertisements tend to be longer than those in male adve
more nouns are used. However, the style of magazines in which adv
considered.

In female magazines, nouns and adjectives refer to colour, relationsh
however, in male magazines words relate to quantity, superiority, ad
achievement.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Theory 65: Willemsen: Adjective Use (1998)

Willemsen believes that adverts targeted at females have more adje
males have fewer to seem tougher and more straightforward. In ma
have connotations of strength or manliness.

Theory 66: Habiba: Sociolinguistics (approx. 2006)

Habiba examined sociolinguistic differences betwr;n British and Mo

women as confident, independent and nre ¢+ un. ! is more threateni::
product for skin protection deplcﬂ: he W’\.' has naked with her th COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

childish look. Thewomar’ . I n 5 umpared to “what they call baby-
advertisements -1 - !an A che Moroccan magazines.’

‘ig aents regardlng women’s beauty maintenance take up a lars
- Mnes. They all have a picture of a beautiful woman who seems
posﬂ:lve effects. Habiba quotes Olay advertisements with phrases suc:
‘noticeable’, ‘radiant’, which are words a woman likes to hear from o
suggest that women use products to please others. Could this also b

products?

IS

Qg

Education

You can read the full paper here:
e https://repositorium.sdum.uminho.pt/bitstream/1822/7921/3/T
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Task 7
Discussion: How far do these theories fit with the adverts you have looked at so

Task 8
Bring in a sample of three adverts from a magazine which have male and femal
table with a focus on the way genders are presented.

Advert 1 Advert 2

Lexis

Semantics and pragmatics

Graphology,

U,
Og*of‘ 3

Syntax structure and type

Grammar (tenses)

Audience

Related theory, e.g. Tannen,
Lakoff, Spender, as well as the
newer media-specific theories

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Compare your findings with the rest of the class.
Write down a list of stereotypical attributes for each gender:

Adverts present males as... Adverts
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Now make a full annotation of the advert. In particular, look at lexis and pragm
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Task 9
Extension: Look at a range of logos and see what these reveal about gender.

Another area of interest is the type of adverts aimed at children — this links well
to how early the notion of ‘gender correctness’ is transmitted through society.

Theory 67: Conrick: Gender Stereotyping in Advertis

Maeve Conrick believes that ‘gender stereotyping in the media is a w
example of the ‘authoritative male voice over’ is a regular feature. L
what do you notice about the voices used? Is there a particular mal
presented to listeners?

You can read her full article here:

W f’ns,@: ,ﬁ;eu/W&nensth conrick.htm.

o http://www.ucc.ie/prht:

Synoptic \@ortunity

Social Groups / Electronic Texts
These ideas will fit well with language and social groups, and language and med

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

IS

Qg

Education

A Level AQA Course Companion: Language and Gender Page 89 of 106




Cultural Evolution Theory: Individualism

One school of thought compares our actions and language by how far we are in
of a collective (a community, working together, cooperative, intimate) — so you
parallels already with Deborah Tannen’s work.

Theory 68: Cultural Evolution Theorists (1995, 1982

Yamaguchi believes that ‘collectivism is the tendency to place the gr
For example, Gilligan believes that women are more relational than
part of a collective, are more cooperative and intimate).

However, there are also parallels with ' iz fd V,_.gtis:nes as theorists h
differences are not only affec’ .2 '26; ér but also by culture. For
construal’ (how we se ¢ ¢ s m society} and found that Europea
in outlook anc . dctations but people from Asian countries
fv ap. llf',,..;uollective culture,

e

WeSms and Best believe that there is a ‘near universality’ of gende
gender divide exists across almost all cuftures.

How far do you believe these statements to be true in your own exp
How far are you an individualist or a collectivist? Is there a differen
your class?

Task
Let’s put this to the test!

Sinha and Triandis (1995) developed a test for ‘allocentrism’ (collectivism or ho
others) and ‘ideocentrism’ (individualism, or putting your own ideas and feelin
following ‘yes or no’ questions truthfully.

Question

Would you ask your elderly parents to live with you?

Would you think twice about living far away from your parents?

Would you put your parents in an old people’s home?

Would you call your friends before visiting them?

Would you stay with your friends rather than in a hotel if you were visiting th

| openly disagree with opinions in my friendship groups.

¢ sides (or on a white

Hold up a sheet of A4 paper with ‘yes’ and ‘no’.or mfﬁr :

each question. Was there any differersov. | "gen-d'ék; of your class?
Look to see which yort. 5 s . g “'the A’s or the I's — to see if you are allocen
your own v, ‘v o sibefore the test?

Kashima et at. did similar tests across cultures and found that women were mo
Australia, the US and Korea. However, men were more collectivist in Japan and
found that culture has a very small impact on collectivism or individualism. In f
differences stem mainly from how you view yourself (self-construal) so offer a
of gender differences. Where culture does have an impact on self-construal, th
have a huge impact on gender identity, which they see as much more personal

You can read more of their study here:
e  hittp://www.gelfand.umd.edu/kashimaetal1995.pdf
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Language and Gender: Theory Aide

Here is a handy list of theories available in this resource. For AO2, you will need
‘evaluate’ them in detail. You do not need to know all these theories but your te

‘range’ covers.

At the very least, you should understand at least a couple of deficit, dominance &
should apply theories carefully to the data by choosing the most relevant, rather

approach.

Gendered Terms Theory

1. Schulz and Lakoff — gendered terms and titles

2. Janet Holmes —gendered terms :
3. Julie Stanley —genderedinsult-. ~ .
4. Deborah Tannen —mn~!> -~

Deficit Th

Q
LA

it r%ode!)

5. Lakofi géut‘

6. Chalfeng'é's to Lakoff: Holmes {modals and
hedges)

7. Jespersen (deficit model)

8. Onnela, Pennebaker, Lazer (length of utterance)

9. Laughter theorists: Hall, Cameron, Barrett

(building on Lakoff)
10. O’Barr and Atkins (social class model)

Tag-question Theory

11. Dubois and Crouch (tag questions — gender)
12. O’Leary (tag questions — context)

13. Holmes (tag questions)

Dominance Theory

14. Zimmerman and West (interruptions)
15. Beattie (interruptions)

16. Anderson and Leaper (interruptions)

17. Spender (male as norm)

18. Fishman (male as norm)

19. Shaw (language in the public sphere)

Difference Theory

20. Tannen {differences: report vs rapport, high

involvement or considerateness)
21. Trudgill {social class: prestige, 4% = ge * },:;,
convergence) - .
house tz'k .~ ¢ 4

22. Jones|{
23. Coatr 1\@3 ip o

24. PilkinWeSdossip)

o3

25. Cameron {gossip)
26. Goodwin (gossip)

Gender Similarities Model
27. Hyde

9

Diffarence Theory (Co

B

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34,

- Cameron (verbal

against difference
Maltz and Borker.
Ehrlick (how to s&
Kuiper (male bon
Pitkington (mates
Millet (men’s hou
Hay (taboo, insult

Language and Laught

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Hakulinen (laught
Jefferson (laught
Glenn, Hoffman K
Schegloff (interac
Partington (super
Reiss (cartoons)
Provine (who lau

Language and Sexual
Queer Theory, Lavenc
Performity)

42.

43.
44,
45.
46.
47.

48

Valentova and Ha
orientation)

Bent and Munsor:
Kulik (‘spotting’ h
Travis (pitch)
Motschenbasher
Butler (gender as

: Baker (gay slang)
Ashley (lesbian la
. Leap (lavender lir:
51.
52.

Sheffeld (sexual t
Kelly (sexual terr¢

Socialisation Theories

53.
54.
55.

Maltz and Borker
Goodwin (socialis
Eckert (split hiera

Evolutionary Theories

56.
57.
58.
59.

Millar (evolutiona
Dunbar (lekking)
Katz (apha male)
King, Jacquet, Ber
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Gender, Me
60.
61.
62.
63.

Cultural Evolution Theory (Individualism vs

Collectivism)

68. Yamaguchi, Gilligan, Singelis, Williams and Best,
Sinha and Triandis, Kashima

64.
65.
66.
67.

aw

challenge theory

enge theory

;, just repeats known theories)

2 range and depth rather than a ‘scattergun’ approach.
rgument.

hrases.

AdOD NOILO4dSNI
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Revision Section

General Terminology Quiz —
1.  Name as many of the levels of language you will need to apply in your exam 2
: M
—
3' O
4,
: O
6.
7.
COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
8.
19
Qg |
9. Education;
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10. Name and explain three techniques an advertisement uses to persuade.

11.

12. What is an adverb?

13.

14.

15.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

16.

17.
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Gender Quiz 1

1. Name three of Tannen’s versus theories.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Complete this phrase by Maltz and Borker: “‘Women interpret backchannell
interpret backchannelling as...
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Gender Quiz 2

1.

10.

Complete the versus theory: information versus...

Who takes a prescriptivist view that gender (and the corresponding style o
birth?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Weo ¥ -orists examined sexual terrorism?

Which
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Gender Quiz 3

1.  Which type of theory covers Millar’s idea that women became good listen

Name one of the theorists who claimed men are more likely than women
aggrandise their achievements? 5
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Bingo
e Draw a table three columns wide and three rows deep (3 x 3) or use the te
e  Fill in the boxes at random with the following terms:

e  Marked terms

e |leap
. Tannen
e  Lakoff

e  Deficit theory
e Maleasnorm

e  Bossy

e Rapport

e Jesperson

e Onnela

e Barrett

e  O'Barrand Atkizz:
° O’tg : .

(‘Q | ‘ ‘1 = ey
Y;O,,TS_.
° Be s
° Fishman
° Politics

e Compromise

e in

e Listen to your teacher’s clues and cross off the answers when you know th
e  The first to get a row or column of three wins, then the first to get a full ho

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Teacher’s Bingo Sheet
e  Use these prompts when playing revision bingo.

e When a student wins, ask them to explain their answers, e.g. ‘What is legitir:

Answers

Marked terms When labels have a hidden meaning, such as belonging to a

Leap Theorist who invented the term ‘lavender linguistics’
Tannen Theorist famous for her ‘versus’ theories
Lakoff Theorist famous for her deficit theory

Deficit theory Type of theory which claims women use 1 :aker expletives t

Male as norm A women speaking in a mascul’ .. ¥e | 3r zoout masculine th
Bossy What word does Bex o> . onu « ban?
Rapport : L

Jesperson N <he'folk linguistic view that women spoke before th

Uistinished?
Onnela " Who found that women and men had the same MLU?
Barrett Who studied African-American drag queens in Texas who co

and feminine speaking styles to create humour?

O’Barr and Atkins Who claim that powerless language is more affected by soci

O’Leary Who found that tag questions were used in a powerful way r
radio phone in by experts)?

Interruptions Zimmerman and West found that men used more of these in

Beattie Who challenged Zimmerman and West’s findings?

Fishman Who said that men don’t always respond well to women in ¢

Politics What occupation did Shaw study?

Compromise Conflict versus?
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Language and Gender: Initial Discussions

Answers

These initial questions are meant for open-ended discussion so student answers will va

Diachronic Language Study of Language and Gender

Task
Word/Phrase Nineteenth-century meaning
Adam’s ale water
Ace of spades widow 1 'z

Ape leader

A o ¢hildren

widow (punisherd f¢ - it
byleadirz ain ef)-

Apron-string hold

Arch duke

Shows how m
tales, controlli

¥ 4 man when marrying a

Implies woma

“a funny man, a joker

Elevates men

oo

Baggage

derogatory term for a woman {or chiid)

Brother of the blade
Brother of the string
Brother of the quill

Blade — soldier
String —fiddler
Quill — author

Bull calf

a clumsy man

Crone old woman
despised.
an unattached man who is fond of many .
Dangler Encouraging p
women
Dapper a smart man No similar ter
derogatory
Doodle a silly man Flippant term
Duke of limbs a gangly man Elevated to re

Evans

nickname for a she-cat, linked to the
familiar of a famous witch (Mrs Evans)

Implies older

Ewe

a beautiful woman

Execution day

washing day

Fly by night

calling an old woman a witch / using
broomstick references

Gentleman of three
outs

man out of money, wit and manners

Gigglers wanton women

Gilflurt wanton women e
Gill girlfriend, every Jack has b’

Goat lecherous man - ‘

Greenhorn o

Grey mare woman in charge of her husbhand
Gunpowder ] an old woman

Irish beauty a woman with two black eyes

Jack Adams a fool (link to Jack and Jill)

Jolly dog a drunken man

Gendered Terms Theory

Tasks 1-6

These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.
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Task 7

This perfectly fits with Tannen’s ideas and links could also be made to Cameron and, in
definitely has different pragmatic associations between the genders and could be a rea
leadership in case they do not fit the socialised idea of a ‘nice” woman.

Tasks 8-9
These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.

Task 10
Students could have included Holmes, Schulz and Lakoff, Stanley and Tannen.

Task 11
This is an open-ended discussion task so student answers will var,

Deficit Theory
Tasks 1-3 2
These are an ggmer ' * i~ ..sion

Task 4
Occupaticnal groups using colours could be in clothing or fashion (both buying and selli
niche market of sex workers (see Cameron, Hall and Barrett).

Tasks 5-6
These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.

Task 7
a. BruceJennerIn 1976

AO1

. Lexis and pragmatics — the connotations of ‘being called Superman for the re
a later day.

e  Syntax— Bruce uses many declaratives, possibly in response to the context o

AO2 Theory

J Gendered terms — the term ‘Superman’ suggests Bruce is the epitome of ma
compound word into its two component parts.

e  Tannen’s status vs support — Bruce is the expert in his athletic field and has g

e  Tannen’s information vs feelings — Bruce shows both the masculine ‘it takes
don’t get frustrated’.

b. Separated But Not Transitioned

AO1

e  Syntax: mostly declarative (e.g. ‘She is very opinionated’) and some imperati
allowed here’) can be heard from Bruce, typical masculine language (e.g. ‘1w
getting rid of the pony tail’} which also uses fairly aggressive auxiliary verbs (
also uses interrogatives, ‘Do you think that looks good9 :

) Lexis: non-specific lexis (e.g. ‘I haven’t had mv b in’ year and somethi
specific lexicon. But then he also adde.ti= ¢ die- " iong layers’ to the haird
more in Lakoff’s deficit model s pathis be indicative of his hidden sex

e Pragmatics: Bruceis e o wpr Laat socnety tells you to do it’ when Kourten
tweeze herere s % 7. am, perhaps a link to his latent femininity.

o (I _se8 low-register language (e.g. ‘Let’s go check it’) with the ¢

of junctaon ‘and” and the colloquial phrase ‘check it’ with the possible

AO2 Themv"

e  Trudgiil’s covert prestige with Bruce’s low-register choices.

. Bruce commits many face-threatening acts (Brown and Levinson) towards th
he’s not taking too much off’ and his wife ‘We’re not worried about Kris’.

. Lakoff: Bruce often uses feminine tag questions (e.g. ‘okay?’) but this could b

e  Tannen’s Status vs support: he is supportive of Kourteney’s eyebrow problem
new do, seeking support from her and approval. Also when the other hairdr
he says baldly, in a gruff tone ‘fine” with no further elaboration or reciprocati

‘man of the house’.
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e  Tannen’s information vs feelings: he gets upset (Khloe notices he seems abo
pony tail cut off (an ironic metaphor?).

. Orders vs proposals, conflict vs compromise — telling Khloe to watch the hair

c. |Am Cait

AO1

. Lexis: Compare Cait’s greeting to her friend to that towards the second haird
honey’ and reciprocates with ‘How are you?’ in a higher, much more pleasan

e  Pronouns have changed — Cait is called ‘she’ or ‘her’ now.

e  Syntax: she seems to now use more interrogatives (e.g. ‘Why not?’ and ‘Who
down to the context of her being a guest at a friend’s home.

° Backchannelling: Cait seems to backchannel more than Bruce (e.g. ‘Yeah’ and

AO2 Theory

J Cait seems much more polite {Trudgill) and femmmc %z ﬁwe (Barrett, Hall, Ca
Also, use of the food imagery names (Hoimr—* it Fti '4 m_".se.:-’ms, perhaps, more
rather than from a male? : 7

e  Tannen’s status vs suppor'r it f"r:_,.éaye in backchannelling perhaps reveals
language use.

possublyﬂ.

Tasks 8-9
These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.

Tag-question Theory / Dominance Theory
These are open-ended tasks so student answers will vary.

Difference Theory

Tasks 1-2
These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.

Task 3
One example could be a student who is friendly in the common room (rapport) but bec
(report talk — gets more air time).

Tasks 4-7
These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.

Task 8
Stupldpeopleandlmeanyou seems to be scandahsed’ by the parody and sets themselve

They seem to then ‘bitch’ {insulting people ar o ::d;‘. = 4
with their worries and to those who - Heypin the first instance.

S \ ¥

further house talk (a benefit).

Tasks 9-11
These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.
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Task 12

Khloe’s language —is it dominant?

e  ‘Wedon't care’ is a strange way to show support for Caitlyn’s transition, even if K
a bald declarative showing status over support (masculine style).

e  ‘Let’s focus on the actual cause here’ — an ameliorated imperative but still a face-t
as the problem. It shows conflict vs compromise (masculine style).

e ‘I would think you’d come from a place with more compassion’ is a direct FTA from
feelings (masculine style) where Khloe’s declarative overwhelms any sort of feelin

e  However, Khloe also hedges, ‘I just said’ which is a female, less face-threatening st

. Khloe is overtly dominant and, in this context, is defensive of her mother. Perhap
‘loud” and “full of anger’. Yet we should ask ourselves if the same would be said o

Texting TV oot
‘tough texts’ {Caitlyn shows her Itisfrom ‘1A v t' cis
feelings) pre..n ' yvi,avour of Caitlyn

.+ i «owards the show’s star).

‘We don’t care’ seemed h- .
Khloe tried 1o

This could be true as Khloe does
rant and accuse, whereas Caitiyn
seems unable to get a word in.
this was not clear on texts without This presents Khloe as

face-to-face explanation. argumentative and aggressive.
Tasks 13-20

These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.

Task 21

Students may have noticed that the form seems to be an article, perhaps from a Sunda
The audience would, therefore, be readers of the paper and according to the tone, likel
older age. The purpose would be to explain and inform about relationship issues. What s:
of the AOs will vary but the AQA mark schemes can help them fill in the gaps.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Tasks 1-2
These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.

Language and Sexual Identity

Tasks 1-2
These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.
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Task 3

Term Meaning
. Diminutive form, s
Daddy An older guy, perhaps with money builds on the hete
. Playful li
Granola Stereotypical ‘earthy’ woman who does not shave | . ayful word but |
. . insults noted by H
lesbian her body hair, wears sandals, etc.

being ‘earthy crun

Punk-type anarchist or, as Urban Dictionary Sounds masculine,

Riot grrrl states, ‘the name for anyone with a vagina who femininity as thes
starts a band’ models
Lipstick Feminine lesbian attracted to other feminine : .
. ) : Connotations of m
lesbian lesbians

‘A Cinderella princess who is v e -,ordmg Neologism by elidi

Whorelia to Urban Dictionary ‘ella’. Afocusons
il From a non-sexual

. A gav mania .
Arctophile ' ; teddy bears which

meaning of the no

An inversion of th

Hag-fag Homosexual man with lots of female friends ) .
using rhyme which

Task 4

Homophobic language is ever-present in this article, which backs up Leap’s claim.

Adjectives

e ‘latest’ — this deictic marker suggests Michael is some sort of sexual predator who

e ‘sordid’ suggests grim sexuality

Nouns

e ‘shame’ is a troubling word, suggesting homosexuality is to be ashamed of

¢ ‘incident’ suggests something illegal

Verbs

e ‘ridiculing’

e ‘losing [millions of fans]’ suggests shame again to the extent that fans would turn o

e ‘gloss over’ makes Michael seem like a manipulator with little moral fibre

Pragmatics

e ‘it’s dark out there’ suggests gay men do not care who they have sex with (as does
reference to the minor celebrity ‘Bernard Manning’. It also has connotations of try

e ‘marriage’ being in quotation marks suggests a sarcastic tone, as if homosexuality i
spiritual involved (even though this was written before gay marriage was legalised

Task 5

Homophebic language is less common in this broadsheet article and it is less focused o

theory still applies somewhat as the content is still sexualised (aithe Jgh this is the cont

tone is tongue in cheek here. :

Adjectives . i

o ‘briliantly {unapologetic]’ — shows resor Loocear ‘tist

e ‘cheeky [song]’, ‘silver disco Tba’ 577 x,‘\ L .resco’ — sees the humorous side, even
Italian phrase 3

Nouns : -

e ‘advant: .ows respect and resilience of the artist

e ‘sting’ - Sn«_BtS Michael was set up unfairly by the police

Verbs

e ‘struck [by disaster]’ — sounds as though Michael has survived a trauma (more hero

e ‘explained himself’ — a great contrast with the shaming of the Daily Mail; this verb
and explain like a human being!

Pragmatics

e ‘alewd act’ is in quotation marks, implying sarcasm (contrast the use of quotation
Daily Mail)

\‘3
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Socialisation Theories | Evolutionary Theories | Gender, Media and Tech
Evolution Theory: Individualism vs Collectivism
These are open-ended discussion tasks so student answers will vary.

Revision Section

General Terminology Quiz

1. Name as many of the levels of language you will 2. Explain pragmatics
need to apply in your exam as you can. The subtext, what
a. pragmatics
b. semantics
c. lexis
d. graphology
e. discourse structure :
f.  syntax
g. grammar
h.  ph oy

3.  Whatis \#®mar? 4.
The rules of language

What is syntax?
The study of sente

5. Whatisidiolect? 6. Whatis a subordin
Your own (or another’s own) language, changing Part of a sentence
in context alone

7. Name and explain the three sentence structures. 8. Name and explain

Simple — one main clause which stands alone with Interrogative —a q

11.

13,

15.

17.

19.

no conjunction
Complex — one main clause and one or more
subordinate clause(s)

Compound —two or more main clauses joined by

a conjunction

What are denotation and connotation?
Denotation — dictionary definition
Connotation — personal meanings/associations
attached to a word

What is a noun?
A person, thing, place or emotion

What is an auxiliary verb?

A word or words which help the m2"y &1 1

function E

LM o 5. and, because, but

‘-pi &

Ao

What is a euphemism?
A word or phrase designed to make something
sound better

What is a collocation?
Words which go together in a pair, e.g. salt and
pepper, hot and cold

10.

12,

1s6.

18.

“What isamodal a

Imperative —a com
Declarative —a stat
Exclamatory —an e

Name and explain t::
uses to persuade.
Graphology to dra
Imperatives

A recurring theme
Rhetorical questio

What is an adverb
A word which expl
suffix -ly

Words that show t
might, could, woul

What is a preposit
A word which show
with

What is a dysphem

worse
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Gender Quiz 1

1. Possible Tannen theories: 2. Shit (as in shitwork)
e  Status vs support 3. Collaboration and p
e Advice vs understanding 4. Shortturns
e Information vs feelings 5. Cameron
. Orders vs proposals 6. Marjorie Harness-G
e Conflict vs compromise 7. ‘being a woman’
e Independence vs intimacy 8. 'lagree’
e Report vs rapport 9. The locker room

10. Millet

Gender Quiz 2

1. Feelings

2. Proposals !

3. Millet (masochistic and homosexu~*, ¥ iip . ‘- xual put-downs or female genitalia
don’t, alt use sexualised har .» ey % ¥'s banter can be seen as bitchy)

4. Hakulinen 4

5.  Kulik \a

6. Butler 1199

7. Polari

8. In Paul Baker’s Fantabulosa: A Dictionary of Gay Slang

9. Sheffield and Kelly

10. Robin Dunbar, and it defines the male tendency to show off like a peacock

Gender Quiz 3

vk wn e

Evolutionary theory 6. Gilligan

The alpha male 7. Williams and Best
Either King, Jacquet, or Bergstrom and West 8. Holmes (but also ac
The Bechdel test insults)
Komarovsky 9.  Lakoff

10. Difference theory
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