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Teacher’s Introduction

Mildred Taylor’s Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry is an exceptional novel to teach. It
racism; however, the scope of the novel is far greater than this. Readers have to
and friendship which are directly relevant to students’ experience. At heart the
nature of humanity and what it means to be part of a community based on hum

The first section of this guide comprises a widc ra ‘ge " sackground material ra
summaries to notes on the author he= = 1 & .Vg,.‘imﬁartant!y it contains an exten
which could be raised durine.y: '"é'tj:i 5 ré’gding. The second section contains a
making exercises, sitc e Lative writing tasks, speaking and listening tasks

exercises are quite simple in design, focusing principally on plot, while others ar
encourage students to come to their own conclusions about the novel, thus fost
themes and ideas in Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.

This novel can be a very sensitive work to teach. Many of the themes and discus
not handled with discretion and care. In particular, issues of race may be delicat

culturally diverse classes and monoethnic classes; this, however, only adds to th
this challenging novel.

Update vi.1, February 2016: References to AFs and APP grids removed.

your email address to receive any future free u

de to this resource or other English resources your

has purchased, and details of any promotions for your s

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from te
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customer.
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Using pre-September 2014 National Curriculum A

| recognise that many English teachers will continue to value the Assessment Fo
September 2014 KS3 English National Curriculum. As such, the table below cros
activities/lessons/worksheets in this resource to these elements. This means yo
guidance for your assessment and to help you choose appropriate resources for

Activity |

Online Research Challenge T .

Extension Task: Court Cases

Creative Writing Exercises

Foundation Task: Diary Entry
The Next Chapter

Change of Perspective

Short Story

Open Letter

Extension Task: Speech

Crossword
Quiz
Character Sheet

Character Studies

Are Mama and Papa good parents® = -

Southern Dialect AF5

The Land - AF2 | AF6

The Land t AF2 | AF3 | AF6 AF3 |
Positive or Negative Novel AF3 | AF6

The Weather AF5 | AF6

The Poem AF5 | AF6

The Black and White Communities AF6

Racism in Modern Britain AF6

The Author’s Narrative Technique AF4

Reading AFs:
AF2 - Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quo
Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from the text | AF4 — Identify and comment
including grammatical and presentation features at text level | AF5 — Comm:nt on writers use of la
features at word and sentence level | AF6 - Identify and comment =.>1 - &/ ' purposes and viewp
the reader | AF7 — Relate texts to their social, cultural anc hic ont 't jc.iions

Writing Afs: pEhE
AF1— Write interesting, imaginative .4 foin, 1.1 wekts | AF2 - Produce texts appropriate to task
Organise ideas and whole fe -+ % ¢1. .y [AF4 - Construct paragraphs and link paragraphs toge
sentence struige¥8ih ¢ » .\, ../pose and effect | AF6 - Wiite using a range of correct punctuati
vocabulary | A 1?99 W correct spelling

Speaking and Listening AFs:
AF1 - Talk in purposeful and imaginative ways to explore ideas and feelings, adapting and varying
purpose, listeners, and content | AF2 - Listen and respond to others, including in pairs and groups,
comments and questions | AF3 - Create and sustain different roles and scenarios, adapting techni
explore texts, ideas and issues | AF4 - Understand the range and uses of spoken language, comm
on this when falking to others

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 2 of 41
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Mildred Taylor: About the Au

% Born in 1943 in Jackson, Mississippi. ‘A segregated city, ina s
America.’

* Moved to Toledo, Ohio at the age of 10 = id was the only bl

T X

% She wrote her first novel at th ..

* After time teachlng |r,f . ia e returned to America.

% In 1975 sh- = ofis ¢ 3 wiér first book, Song of the Trees.
o {e T,ubllshed Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry which was

‘ S « has ‘written four more books about the Logan family.

Mildred Taylor was born in 1943 in the town of J
Wilbert Lee, was a great storyteller, and she adm:
Cassie's Papa on him. But 1943 was a bad time t
several incidents of racial violence Wilbert Lee d
move elsewhere. Mildred Taylor later described
segregated city, in a segregated state, in a segre

The family moved to Toledo in Ohio, where they
school, at the age of 10, she was the only black s
tried to share the black history she learnt from h
thought it was all made up. She was shocked to
the class textbooks. é

o

While * .+ , ‘ayior was at high school a black
homecoming queen. Racial nre J 1c:r—* 10 some violence erupted, reminding Tay
much alive. Tavior WS A e Ly incidents such as this, and the visit of John Ke
Civil Rights ¢ i Jneered by Martin Luther King.

She went to umversrty in Toledo, and it was there that she first started creative
her writing style similar to great English authors such as Dickens, but after findin
started writing in her own way. She wrote her first novel at the tender age of ni
the story of a blind white man in black Chicago. After graduating from university
which she spent teaching in Ethiopia, Africa.

On her return, Mildred Taylor pursued her interest in black rights. She joined th
helped in the creation of a new subject at her university: Black Studies. She mar
in 1975 with the publication of her novel Song of the Trees. It was the prequel to
and concerned the destruction of the Logans’ trees by money-hungry whites. So
interracial children's books.

The sequel, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry was rele ¢ ar )7b it was a great su
classic. It won the Newberry Prize for Bo. ... wh, «it Mildred Taylor dedicated
father. Taylor went on to write fc . n. o i ooks about the Logan family, the last
The Well: David'’s Storv..T e story of Cassie's Papa as a boy.
1% .
[
Py

5" g5 in Co!orado today where she still writes. She has received m

Mildred Tay

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 3 of 41

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Chapter One

% On the way to school T.J. tells Cassie about the burning of a
% The bus carrying white children covers Little Man with dust.

% At school Cassie refuses to accepta ‘nev.: book which has b
now too scruffy to be used by wh .

We are introzg i h ‘/n ¢haracters as they head for school on the first da
narrator, a 1%3 ﬁin; and her brothers Stacey, Christopher John and Little Man.
background. 'ére black, their family means a lot to them, and they own their
immensely proud. On the way to school we meet T.J., a gangly lad of Stacey's ag
family, the Berrys, who have been set alight by a group of white men. The childr
tell the others how he got his brother into trouble to save himself. T.J.'s characte
guestion. A busload of white school children passes; the dust cloud produced co
onlookers laugh uproariously; another example of racial prejudice, which is beco

Once at school, the children are excited to hear that they will be receiving new b
disappointment, their books are shabby and messy. When Little Man realises the
white children and have only been given to the black school because of their bac
Cassie does likewise, showing the family solidarity they enjoy. Their teacher repc
Cassie's mum {who is also a teacher at the school). But to her surprise, Mama su
actions. She understands.

I aoyou think of the opening lines of the novel? Are they

2. What do we learn about each of the Logan children in this chz
to their characters?

3. How are the Logan family different to their black neighbours?

4. Discuss the importance of land as shown here. Why does Cas
importance of owning land?

5. Is Cassie unfair in her dislike for T.).? Are T.).'s weaknesses his
How are the differences between the black and white children

Why is the episode with the books import:- :? What does it s
does it show us about the Logans’ “r i - olisarity?

8. Discuss the contrast bev e ¢ :;-,ara’c’i‘:ekf“s who accept prejudic
who fight it (Ma-z o

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 4 of 41
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Chapter Two

% Papa Logan brings home Mr Morrison, a big man he met wor

% The family learn at church that Mr John Berry has died follow
Wallaces.

o

While the Logan family are harver .4 ‘1‘”.“:fj_;_,.:‘};t‘Céssie spies two men approaching
Papa, returning from his: .o _railroad track. The children are delighted at

learn that thg o SR A l\""/'librrison, a giant of a man to whom Papa has off
Morrison se "jnly‘ needs the work as he has been sacked, but we suspect th
his arrival. @*®

At church the following day we learn that Mr John Berry, one of the
Berry family, has died following his burning. Despite the fact that
everyone knows who killed him and attacked the rest of his family,
the sheriff refuses to do anything, suggesting the lack of justice for
black people. Papa warns his family not to visit the Wallace store. It
is the Wallaces who carried out the burning, and they are a very
low-down bunch.

¢ O\ Discussion Points

I. What more do we learn -1
reaction to their £ aéi s |

‘1. *hat'Papa's decision to welcome Mr Morrison i

QY
.,,;do”es the sheriff ignore Henrietta's evidence? What does

powerlessness of the black community?

4. Does Papa's decision to boycott the Wallaces mirror Mama's
What sort of example are the parents trying to set for their ¢

5. s it ironic that the Wallaces, who are clearly very bad people,
than the principled and hardworking Logans?

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 5 of 41
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Chapter Three

% The Logan children take revenge on the white children’s bus
crashes.

* The children hear that the white men are coming to take re
arrive, but they leave having done not".‘:;.e_

L

Having been splashed by th- -~ - q!') .l.sf-bﬁge'too often, the Logan children deci

sneak out at lugghtin = . . “puues borrowed from the school, and dig a trench

day, torren T‘@Q - h . turned the trench into a muddy lake. The children hide,
4

crashes into .énch and becomes stuck, its axle broken. For once, the white
muddy too.

That evening the children cannot help but laugh at the
day's events. However their merriment turns to terror
when they hear Mr Avery warning Mama that 'they are
riding tonight'. The implication is that white men are
coming to take revenge for the incident with the bus. In
the middle of the night Cassie is awoken by a sound on
the porch. She cannot see Mama or her grandma, Big Ma,
so she ventures outside. To her horror she sees the
headlights of seven cars approaching. They all stop, and
one man gets out. it seems that white people have come
to take revenge. But instead, the cars merely turn around.
and drive off once more. Cassie is surprised to see "%
Morrison crouching in the moonlight, bra-d - jg:
shotgun. ‘L i

O\ Disve Sion Points

I.  What is your reaction to the white bus driver and his passen

2. Discuss the contrast between the character of Jeremy and th
driver.

3. Isit likely that Cassie would have been alone when witnessing
Why does Mildred Taylor choose to have Cassie alone at this

4. How is it shown that the blacks have little money provided fo
What are the contrasting attitudes to this injustice?

How is the strength of the Logan family bor’ evident in this ch
6. Who are the night men? Why do e .

“r 5e athreat to the bl

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 6 of 41
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Chapter Four

% TJ. tells the children that the white men had not come to ta
but because of a black man accusing a white man of lying.

* Big Ma tells Cassie about how the Logans acquired their land
them. 7L

5w the white men’s ‘bu

% The children visit Mr Berry ar 1's

ol

T‘@Q 'fj!l ;j,\.ot‘r!ea that the night men were riding because of what th
@o reveals the true reason: a black man had accused a white m
history test, té'ﬁing the answers from Mama'’s desk, but Stacey gets the blame. A
teach him a lesson, but T.J. has gone to the Wallaces’ store. T.J. knows that the L
there. Nonetheless, Stacey disobeys his parents’ direct order, and goes to the W
brothers and sisters following. Stacey catches T.J. and a fight ensues, only for M
Morrison decides not to tell Mama, letting Stacey’s conscience decide. Stacey d
age.

Big Ma and Cassie walk into the forest on their land and sit. Big Ma tells Cassie a
met, and about how the family managed to acquire its own land. We realise how
and the family as a whole. Mama takes the children to see Mr Berry, the man w
by his disfigurement; his nose has been burnt away and he cannot talk. Mama s
have dene and that is why she wants the children not to visit their store.

o

O\ Discussion Points

. Lgath: e rees o;x the Logan land a symbol of white oppr

-

) do we discover about the importance of land to the Lo
What lessons does Stacey learn in this chapter?

Why does Mama take the children to see Mr Berry when it is

voa W

What does the black community's inability to boycott the Wa
show us about their inequality?

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 7 of 41
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Chapter Five

% Cassie accompanies Big Ma to town, a place she has always
humiliations.

% Cassie is thrown out of the shop for complammg that the sh
to serve white customers. .

% Cassie accidentally bumps inte joi fr jf:'siscer Lillian Jean an

father.

produce, Big M'a visits a lawyer, Ieavmg the children to please themselves. They
groceries and T.J. is fascinated by a pearl-handled gun on display. The shopkeep
orders, but to Cassie’s dismay he repeatedly stops serving them to wait on whit
protests, the shopkeeper angrily throw
other obscenities.

On the way back to meet Big Ma the da
bumps into Jeremy’s sister Lillian Jean,
Jean orders her to walk in the road. Cas
father violently forces her to apologise.
forced to do so; she returns to the wag
entire life has been so cruel.

¢\ Discussion PIIIIIIS

What does Cassie learn about the realities of life as a black p

Discuss the dramatic irony the second-time reader experienc
his life' for the pearl-handled gun.

4. He also says, 'l get me that gun and ain't nobody gonna mess
Consider in detail the actual grammar Stacey uses in this sent
mean that people will mess with him if he gets that gun!

Does Lillian Jean symbolise the prejudice that spoils otherwis
How does Mildred Taylor show Mr Barnett's sheer prejudice

7. Discuss the dramatic impact generated by Ri-: Ma's warning to
humbling herself and forcing Cassie fc (. so. sething neither th

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 8 of 41
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Chapter Six

% Uncle Hammer comes to stay. He is driving a new Packard.

Y At church the crowds are amazed to see a black man drivin
Uncle Hammer makes the Wallaces’ car wait while he drive

i

The children are delighted to find their Uncl~ Iar. m~, 1.as come to stay; he is d
Despite Big Ma’s attempts to stop heggiiiiss ¢ rails Uncle Hammer about the eve
has a short temper, is funo' ho- hata grown man knocked Cassie down, a
shopkeeper. j o1 persuades him to think better of it; such a co
Hammer ki

The next mormng Uncle Hammer gives Stacey a new coat, with which he is
delighted, though his excitement is somewhat spoiled by T.).’s jealous reaction.
The crowds at church are amazed by Uncle Hammer’s Packard as they have
never seen a black man driving a car like that. On the way back the car

approaches a bridge only wide enough for one vehicle to pass at a time, but the
Wallaces’ car is approaching from the other direction. Uncle Hammer speeds up
and forces his way through; the Wallaces look amazed that a black man could b
driving such a car. Mama warns that there may be bad consequences from this.

¢ O\ Discussion Points

. When Mama explal"f .7 &0 5 Cassie, does she become a me:

Taylor's own 2 .~ e sub;ect’

a s ";ama/ Mildred Taylor seek to guide us, the reade
! What are her main arguments and points?

3. What reasons does she give that some white people are racis
but she does not justify.

4. Why is the incident on the bridge such an unforgivable snub t

In what ways did Big Ma's refusal to back Cassie against Lillian
had been bought up to believe?

How is Cassie's relative immaturity shown in this chapter?
In what ways are Papa and Uncle Hammer shown to be very

Why is the fact that Uncle Hammer's relatlons fought and die
Why does this add insult to injury? '

9. What does T).'s reaction to Qt s (. it show about his cha
trait of all humans? s

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 9 of 41
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Chapter Seven

% It is Christmas. On Christmas Day Jeremy arrives with gifts
made for Stacey.

% Mr Jamison, the lawyer, visits with an offer to financially sup
store the Logans are organising.

risits the Logans and

* Harlan Granger, the white lan o
their actions. . '

T.J. has tricked Stacey into giving
finds out, she is furious, but she i
doesn’t get angry as well. He use
valuable lesson about letting oth

Lo
N

Christmas is approaching. On Chri
youth and in particular the raciall
parents. Later that night Cassie a
the land; she is concerned, but P

never lose it. On Christmas day th
Jeremy comes to visit. He gives the family a bag of nuts and he gives Stacey a flu
refuses to be hurt by T.).’s spiteful comments because he has learnt from the af
Stacey not to be friends with a white boy as it could bring more trouble than it i

When Mr Jamison, the lawyer, visits the Logans he makes ».  nexpected offer.
trying to organise a boycott of the Wallaces' shop LW é u.iable to organise
shops. He offers to secure the loan for thf‘wx ‘ C ki W
the first loads of groceries have s* 1 from the Wallaces' rival store in
more unwelcome ws;tor S G uranger the white !andowner who wants

5 'i

¢\ Discussion Points

I.  Why does Uncle Hammer refrain from telling Stacey to get h
he learn here? How does that help him later in the novel?

2. Why is storytelling so important to the Logan family? It may h
note at the beginning of the novel, and to know a little about

3. Why does Mildred Taylor choose this moment for Mr Morris
Why is it particularly relevant?

4. Why does Papa discourage a frier lui 0 . ‘tween Stacey and |

such a friendship betwepr s Cane white seems a good thin
5. Why does Mr o". yant to help the Logans at his own ris
6. g#WT . - . AN Crangers specific grudge against the Logans

s jn the importance of land to their family and beliefs?
Is the boycott of the store a direct accusation against the Wa

Does this accusation suggest that the Wallaces should be pun
Wallaces would feel about this sort of accusation coming fro
implications of this accusation for inequality and prejudice aga

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 10 of 41
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Chapter Eight

% Cassie gets her revenge on Lillian Jean.

% TJ. fails a test and blames Mrs Logan. As a result he gets Mrs |
bad teacher, but really for teaching the truth about racism.

% T.J. says he doesn’t need the Logan ck*':! n as friends becauss

‘m.\s—“

L

everything she Has done. When Ltlhan Jean threatens to tell on her Cassie reminc:

shared. Lillian Jean cannot tell on Cassie or she will spread all her secrets.

T.J. fails his test, and angrily blames Mrs Logan (Cassie’s mum) for victimising hi
and complains that she is a bad teacher. As a result of this the authorities pay a
lessons; she is fired. Although officially it is for her bad teaching, the real reason
harsh truths of white prejudice against blacks. This is Harlan Granger’s way of d
Logan children respond by ending their friendship with T.J. He responds by shou
because he has other friends, and they are white!

¢ O\ Discussion Points

|. How does Papa sho" = lvr 1omin thls chapter?

2. Lillian Jear- -+ ¥ -doesn t understand why Cassie has taken !
PYRC :]ean for her attitude? Or is it the fault of the soc

:hced? Is she a victim too?

3. Isit right that school governors can insist that Mama teaches
Mama disagree with certain areas of this curriculum?

Is Mildred Taylor critical of education throughout the novel?
What is the real reason that Mr Granger dismisses Mama!?

In what ways is the unity and closeness of the Logan family un

N o Uk

Do you blame T.J. for his actions? Or is he a victim too? Do y
begins to spiral into self-destruction?

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 11 of 41
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Chapter Nine

% Pressure from white landlords is affecting the boycott of the
warns that the Wallaces will cause trouble.

* On the way back from buying supplies in Vicksburg Mr Loga
Morrison rescues him, breaking the a= =~ one of the attacke:

e

W

L

Winter has turned to sprinﬁ’ 2ile ’“*‘ cads for the children. During a brief visit,
difficulties thedalall=¢ < -, : 4,:Caabe if the boycott continues. Mr Avery comes to
his family I ’I.L -ic 2. 16 stop shopping in Vicksburg; their white landlord is rai
begin shopp é‘f")“ the Wallaces again. Several other families continue the bo
Papa, Stacey and Mr Morrison head to Vicksburg for the latest groceries needed
Mama begins to worry. When they are finally spotted approaching, to the horro
carrying the broken form of Cassie's father. They have been

attacked!

They had been travelling back when both wheels of the cart
had fallen off, and it was suspected that the Wallaces had
sabotaged them. As they tried to repair the cart, the
Wallaces pulled up in a truck, and shot Cassie's father;
luckily the bullet only grazed his head. The cart had then
fallen on his leg, mangling it. Mr Morrison had then come to
the rescue, beating up his attackers and breaking one of
their arms. After returning Papa is put to bed to recover
and the children spend a restless night worrying.

I}is' sli‘ﬁ \ ,.ms

¥ do we learn about T.J.'s increasing troubles? Do we sy
eventual result of his downfall predictable?

What does the plight of Mr Lanier and Mr Avery focus our syr::
Does the planned attack show why Papa really invited Mr Mo
In what ways would the family have been affected by the even

In what ways would Stacey have been affected? What has he le:

S A S i

How has what Stacey learnt earlier in the novel helped him in

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 12 of 41

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Chapter Ten

% T.J. has started stealing from friends. He arrives at the Reviv
% Mr Morrison has faced down Kaleb Wallace.

% The bank has called in the Logans’ mortgage, but Uncle Ham
car.

When the children accomp2-» - .l,:n-‘séﬁjdn a journey they are dismayed to
truck of Kaleb Wgalle= . - 5 weliberately blocking their way to prove a stupid
p :aches the truck and using his massive strength merely lift

Morrison beats up the Wallaces Mama tries to persuade him to leave for his ow
none of it. More bad news arrives, when it is revealed that the bank have called
force the Logans off their land. Papa is forced to appeal to Uncle Hammer for h

The annual Revival begins. This is essentially a black community festival climaxin
of the children they see Uncle Hammer approaching. He has raised the money t
precious car. T.J. also appears at the festival with his new white friends. He is m
friends have bought him clothes. They even promise him the pearl-handled pist
coldly received by the children and leaves for Strawberry looking alone and sad.

¢\ Discussion Points
| What qualities does ** * > on d'igpiay in this chapter? Con
qualities as w Ik s.cal qualities.

t 1= jeremy's tree house symbolise? His isolation from
< isolated?

3. How does Harlan Granger show his influence? Can we blame
just a product of his society?

4. ‘He's got a need to show us where we stand in the scheme o
comment throw on why Harlan Granger is racist? Does it sh

5. How does the Revival portray the closeness of the black com
community so close? Is this closeness partially what the white

6. Why does Uncle Hammer sell the car? What do we learn ab
to the Logans from this?

What does this sale show about Uncle Harr ser as a person!?

What techniques does Mildred Tz x¢ v ,ffﬁi‘co"'portray TJ). ass
does she generate sympar’, . /aius him when he is behavin

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 13 of 41
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Chapter Eleven

% TJ. arrives in the middle of the night after committing a robb:
then falling out with them.

% Just as they have returned T.J. home a gang of white men, led
lynch T.J. If Mr Jamison hadn’t arrived th > ‘would have succe

e

and R.W. knockéd both of them down. After the robbery T.J. had threatened to
had beaten him up as a warning about what would happen if he did.

The children leave for the Avery p

to his home. T.J. slips in through t

Little Man and Christopher John a

approaching in the night. The cars
armed men get out led by, of all p

attack the house, throwing T.J.'s s

and savagely beating T.J. They find
proves T.J. was involved, and R.W. and Melvin claim they saw T.J. carrying out th
the arrival of Mr Jamison saves T.J. from being hanged there and then. The child
also begin to suggest going to kill Mr Morrison. Stacey sel’"J 355|e Little Man a
their father and Mr Morrison. & 11

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

I How does Mildred Taylor use different types of weather to e
Think of specific examples. What light does this shed on the t

2. What are we supposed to take from the poem? Does this she
What is it about? Defiance! What is its meaning to the novel?

3. Does it shed further light on the verse to discover that it is in

song!?
4. How do T..'s actions further prove his vulnerability and naive COPYRIGHT
despite the robbery? PROTECTED

5. How racially prejudiced do you think Mrs Pa ‘nett is from her

6. What do you think of Mr jamtson G w iz h;s attempt to sav
of hope in the faght agamc ) dicer

How does Mr '+ sontrast with Harlan Granger? What d g
',“h i fi:"we'ﬁ"sf near-adult maturity come to play in this cha 09
#%): earlier in the novel coming to the fore now!?

G

Education
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Chapter Twelve

% Mr Logan and Mr Morrison leave to rescue TJ.

* Cassie smells smoke and discovers the cotton is on fire. The
men fighting the fire and Cassie realises her father started th

% Cassie cries for T.J. and the land.

i

L

J»LA_“V

The children explain wha ‘ _.-and their father and Mr Morrison get guns
them not tozm@lio * ' av Paﬁa doesn't think there will be another way. The
anxiously. S 1193“ Ny mey smell smoke, and Cassie realises the cotton is on fire. v
the fire whil N®®Children wait. When the rain quenches the flames, Cassie goes
and black people are working together to quench the flames, including
members of the lynch mob that attacked T.J. Fighting the fire has united
them, and further violence has been avoided.

Mr Jamison arrives with the news that the shopkeeper has died and the
children realise that T.J. will probably hang for it. Cassie also realises why
the fire started: Papa had found another way to stop the lynch mob. He
had started a fire in his own cotton. As the novel ends Cassie cries for T.J.
and cries for the land.

¢ O\ Discussion Points

|. Towhatextentaretheni « veuds the culmination of racia
such events inevita'u © o ..extent when racial prejudice is so

o J_*Oa, the reader work out that it was Papa who

'4sng‘:n'if; cant is it that the cotton fire brings black and white
B

aw together the two main themes of the novel (prejudice a
are linked?

4. Why does Cassie believe she can never discuss how the fire s
would have in later life?

5. s it important that, for the first time, Christopher John refuse
this?

6. How significant is it that the weather, rain, puts out the fire?
title of the book, and the dependence of both black and white

7. Why doesn't Papa cover up the truth about TJ that he will p
decision? Why?

8. Why does Cassie cry for T] vie s‘_ i
people at this pomt’ .

9. Why does
Ot A f’ a(..&’n

,.ie":\}'erﬁreally liked him?

“the Iand’ Does this mean the farming la

_,_,,,.iall why is land such an important theme? What do you t
say about the importance of land to Afro-American farming c
relevance to all ethnic minorities in all walks of life? Why?

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 15 of 41

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Character Summaries

Cassie

Cassie is the narrator of the novel and we see the events through her eyes.
Cassie is confronted by injustice and we see she is unafraid to face the harsh rea
Throughout the novel we see Cassie grow and learn th= >, - =r experiences.

The narrator of the novel, Cassieisar 'y =i ; . © and sensitive nine- -year-old girl
inquisitive and possesses a o11* . m, ¢ ; ~remmascent of Uncle Hammer. We se
through her eyes parti . /t = cruelty, injustice and harshness of her society
learn from j e s ey in the novel. She learns the importance of family; in
her existen {es /rmg her advice, love, security and role models. She also learn
land: a lesson’ repeated throughout the novel. However her most important less
Papa sets fire to the cotton to save T.J., thus proving that even land must be sac
Throughout the novel she questions the injustices of the world, for instance on
She is unafraid to face the harsh reality that there are many bad things in the w

Stacey

Stacey is the eldest of the Logan children and is courageous and loving.
We see Stacey learning through events in the novel and becoming an adult. For
white friendship from his friendship with Jeremy and learns about tolerance fro

The eldest child of the Logan family, Stacey is a courageous and lo
as the 'man of the family’, which is perhaps the reason why he fee
is instinctively the leader of the children “‘"l L still reveals his rel
towards the end of the novel thet h pe 'ir ; .o learn and finally be
events that teach him abor ¢ cluue the loss of his new coat a
friendship throu': 4s'r .;,;Myshlp with Jeremy. He learns most, h
T.J. Helearns tolerance « « ',y adnhy, he is able to still care for T.).'s life even
It is fascinaj 2 ﬁg L 0 watch him, like his sister, age and mature.

Little Man

Little Man is the youngest but is moved as much as Cassie by injustice.
Little Man is very concerned about his appearance, but is also keen to be involve

Little Man is the youngest of the Logan children at just six, but he is no less sens
retains Cassie's sense of stubbornness, as shown by his refusal to take a textboo
extremely proud of how he looks, taking extreme care over his clothes. Little M
throughout; his bravery and willingness of spirit seem to defy his years. While C
many adventures, Little Man refuses to be left out.

Christopher John P
Christopher John is the Logan child e . * ik | w0 be involved: he is mild and una
Christopher John grows in st::! -~ ‘nr= s in'the novel and speaks out against T.J.

X

to . =, John is a chubby and likeable boy, the Logan child wh
e J and unadventurous, preferring to stay out of trouble and n
as the narrator, still clearly displays her affection for him; he is an
his initial wariness, Christopher John grows in stubbornness as the
to angrily speak out against T.J. after he gets Mama sacked and, in
join the other children at the fire.
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T.J.

T.J. is often dislikeable as he is impressionable, arrogant and selfish; however, th
parents and society.

Despite getting their mother fired the Logan children still help T.J. when he gets
At the end he faces execution.

Though often foolish and impressionable we still feel 2 ¢ T.J. throughout t
and unhealthy boy from a poor black family who ' /o ’ stacey's friends at th
he is often arrogant, selfish and critica! “ac . | “he & dislikeable and badly beha
behaviour is the fault of his pe-.1 63 “L,_‘suc‘i;é{y at large. When he gets their mo
children stop contact 't o, *_authey are still sympathetic when T.J. gets into
the end he gyl rc #p;ééx"écution, a fact that Taylor wants us fo confront. Ca
eventually P his fate.

Papa

Papa is the head of the family and a role model. His main concerns are his famil
He is a contrast to the short-tempered and rash Uncle Hammer.

At the climax of the novel he places humanity above his land.

Papa is portrayed as a good parent to the Logan family, a lovable
His main concerns are for his family, and his land; he brings up his
Yet it is arguable that, at the climax of the novel, he puts humanit
his land to save a gunfight and T.).'s death. We see Papa as wise a
for Stacey to aspire to. He is a source of advice, for instance when
revenge on Lillian Jean. He contrasts sharply v i it his brother Unc
Papa is considered, and short-tempered while Par: s e ¢ ‘:_‘.’:‘Despite playing as

novel, Papa becomes one of the central fiz'r « by ** s end.

(2]
TN ) S
She is princip™a and refuses to accept racism and discrimination.

In many ways Mama reminds us of Cassie.

The mother of the Logan family, Mama is a pretty and intelligent school teacher
beyond many of her peers, yet her fellow teachers regard her as a loose cannon
during the episode with the books. She shows her principles when she helps co
store following their racist attack. Thus Mama is a stubborn and principled woma:
discrimination. Her radical refusal to accept racism both in school and out event
good mother too, fair and kind to her children. With Papa away for much of the
guiding force in her children's lives. Her intelligence, principles and stubbornnes

Uncle Hammer
The Logan children’s rash and short-temr..= e, contrast to their measure
He gets angry in the face of racisr ..t 1 ~_auice.

As a Logan Uncle Hamme. 4 ,_' ~..dand and sells his precious car to save it.

‘Ham"hiﬂer, Papa's brother, is the Logan children’s rash and sho
.i"’ri/g but kindness to the children; for instance he gives Stacey a
angry when it is given away. He only gets angry when white prejudi
Wallaces, or when the Logan family is harmed, as when Cassie is kn
Logan he, too, loves the land and the family; he is even willing to se

His short temper and unwillingness to accept prejudice are reflecte
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Mr Morrison
Mr Morrison is invited to life with the Logans by Papa purportedly to work on th
protect the family from racist violence.

Mr Morrison is incredibly strong, but also quiet, kindly and reserved.
The children learn from Mr Morrison.

Mr Morrison comes to live with the Logan family earlvbf" o ovel on Papa's in
to work; but we soon realise that Papa wants ki ‘ g -protect the family fr
away. Mr Morrison is a giantof aman it o ly urong and powerful, able to
to beat off Papa's attackers. H- it aisc ¢ e ‘and reserved, and soon becomes a
children learn from him % ¢ *nistance when he catches Stacey at the Wallac
4 _as'of white racists. We grow to like and respect Mr Mo

Big Ma
Big Ma is the children’s grandmother who works on the farm.
Big Ma ensures the children know their history and the importance of the land.

Big Ma is the children's grandmother, though she is far from a
much involved in all the running of the family and works like a:
She offers advice and comfort to the whole family, and ensur
and the importance of their land. Despite often being a secon
important to both the Logan family and the novel as a whole.

Harlan Granger
Harlan Granger is a white landowner whe <« - s -.¢he”old south’ before the civ:
for the black community very diffi i -

Harlan Grancegath»  i- gndowner who controls much of the local farming la:
influence o ig \1 L€ black and white communities. He believes in the ‘old so
things were \q# e\/ had been before the Civil War. He also wants the Logans’ la
had once cwned. He tries to make life very difficult for the blacks when they sta
attempts to threaten the Logans. He doesn't attempt to stop T.J. from hanging

Harlan Granger is a dislikeable character, but his beliefs are the fault of his upbr

Kaleb Wallace

Kaleb Wallace is a vicious, bitter racist. But he assists with putting out the fire at

Kaleb Wallace is a member of a large and racist family and is re
Berry family. Despite this attack, the guilty Wallaces are not ar
hence the black boycott of their store. Th~ '’ allaces are portra
trash'. They represent the worst * .7 15 éuL white American
believing himself to be d#% - At N nfack people, is eventual
common need tr . ;:f“f,;iefire.
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The Historical Context

1930s

To fully appreciate Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry it is helpful to gain an understa
events are set in, 1930s America. In particular a brief appreciation of the histori
help you more fully understand the themes of racism and .- udice in the novel

Before th= . er.;‘
basfn i > edes, Yet even after they were free
Aty The general white attitude to ethnic
that of today. Black people were widely seen a
criminals or ignorant, but lovable and childlike.
embraced by the likes of Mr Jamison in Roll of
been nothing short of radical in its day. Equalitie:
granted today — good schools, equal employm
with white companions — were virtually non-ex
Klux Klan, a secret and evil society which perse
estimated three million members and racial ha

By the 1930s the Ku Klux Klan’s membership may have fallen, but America was
This is clearly illustrated in Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. leremy, for instance, is
friendship with the Logans. There is not a single white child in Cassie's school an
literate. Of course the most flagrant example of inequality is the fate of T.J. It w
episode that took place in the 1930s. A black boy robbed a store with two white
very lynch mob that took its revenge on the black boy.

There were other historical events that have a

strong bearing on the novel. The greatdc .« » Wall Str
had struck America. in 1929 thwr G s acrash A
on Wall Street and sharz v o # Slimmeted. 350 4

Tl »;:v..“,,.lme space of a few

prs and stockbrokers even

committed s®de as they saw their paper fortunes
disappear in the space of hours. This led to a great 150 4
recession that lasted years. There was massive 100 4
unemployment and rural country areas were 50 4
particularly badly hit. We see the effects of this in 0 . . .
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, set in the aftermath 1974 1925 1976 1977
of the crash and the ensuing recession. The Logans

are so badly hit that Papa has to go and work on
the railroad; the other black families are not allowed any credit at shops. The de
any existing racial tension as poor white families felt jealous and bitter about an
for instance Harlan Granger's jealousy of Uncle Hammer's Packard There is no
was a tough place to grow up as a black child. ~
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Online Historical Research C

Answer all the following questions on the historical setting of Roll of
Internet.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

In what years did the American Civil W s+ *at 3nd end?

& _esin the American Civil War fighting abou

Wheh"ﬁ;\V/’;s slavery abolished in America?

When it was abolished, did the end of slavery mean the end of ra
What was the general public attitude among whites to blacks in t
What disadvantages did black Americans have during the 1930s?

What was the Ku Klux Klan?

Which areas of America were worst affected by the Wall Street C
How did the Wall Street Crash and the following recession affect
Who was the American President during the 1930s?

What was the name giver 'L 1€ L 5 0s movement that campaig

"'Ajche"‘lééaer of this campaigning movement?

Write down some lines from his most famous speech (the 'l have
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Speaking and Listening Exe

Hot seating
Give students time, in groups of three, to prepare some ideas about each
the following characters: :
% Cassie

Other characters could be prepared depending on the size of the class. Th
prepare questions about the characters’ feelings and intentions for the fu:
Students then go to the front of the class in their groups of three and one
the character to answer the questions. You could give the students the id
conference (maybe about the fire.) If the student in role cannot answer tk
then they can take advice from the other two students.

Presentation
Give your class a homework or lesson time to prepare a presentation, the
dictated by time constraints / student numbers. Presentations can be pre
individually or in groups, again, as time or students lac!* ,;’g confidence req
titles from which to choose. | would suggest .
+* How do the children change ari, o f‘n ,,,,,,, roughout the novel?

s Character study of orz it « o it characters

¢ Character coms v 9 suddy the similarities and differences betw

‘Pa b ad Stacey, Cassie and Uncle Hammer Mr Jamison

e How dovés the weather mimic the events in the novel?

But of course, add your own titles as well. Give students one lesson to car

Performing a scene
Divide the class into groups and let each group choose a short scene to ac
two lessons to prepare, emphasising the need to interpret the text for per
used? Will the dialogue or action be altered in any way? Will things be left
scene? What stage directions should be used? Would it be best to nominz
decisions? | would discourage students from choo':tr > :nes that are too
ensues! - :
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Court cases
Divide the class in two. Each half will be given one imaginary court case to
out. The first shall try T.J. for the murder of the shopkeeper; the second s
Kaleb Wallace for the murder of John Berry. For each court case nominate
prosecution, an accused, and several witnesses to be called. The teacher v
is of such a size that there are not enough parts to go 2~ und have two re
different casts. Give the class a lesson to prep2-s 1 ?.;fi'a _iyers must prepa
against, select evidence, and plan croc-~ - m.;‘,;;,:iwﬁs: The witnesses and
characters, and prepare notes .- % " cdons in the novel, motives and g
The trial begins. Each !» & " 4 mwt take it in turn to call a witness and inte
to interroggeille . . 5.8, When all witnesses and accused have been int
whole can g&;ffa their guilt. This is essentially a class debate cum role-pl
The probabiiity is that T.J. will be acquitted and Kaleb Wallace found guilt
discussing with the class whether, had the novel included these trials, the
been reached by a white jury, and why.

s Trial 1:

The accused: T.J. Witnesses: Mrs Barnett, R.W., Melvin, one Logan

Wallace
e Trial 2:

The accused: Kaleb Wallace. Witnesses: Mr Berry (having recovere

representative of the black community.

7/
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Creative Writing Exercise

Diary
At some point during the novel stop reading and ask students to complet :
diary entry from the perspective of one of the characte- . Suggested poi
T.). after he has fallen out with the Logan chtlr‘"'* « jﬁapter 8 OR a dia
attack on her father in Chapter9. .

The next ck

o
21\:;31 ;cermng the later life of one of the children: Cassie, Stace
them |mmeu.-ately after the novel? What do they do for a living as an ad
and beliefs? How have they been affected by their childhood experiences:
they still in contact with any of the other characters? Do they own land? V¢

the events that occurred in the novel?

Change of perspective ‘
Rewrite one of the chapters, or an event from the novel, from another ch
than Cassie — in other words with a different narrator. How will this affect
contradict Cassie's account of events? How will this character's attitude
Will it affect the rewritten part if the new narrator is white? How will yo
fit the character’s way of speaking?

Short story e
Write a short story descqi‘j‘i uj; b3 A_,,s}a‘p“‘ibens to T.}. after the novel. You ca

Open letter
Write an open letter to the white community from a member of the Logat
that have occurred during the novel. You are angry with the prejudice anc
are trying to make them change their ways. What tactics will you use to cc
persuasiveness? Will you try to make them feel guilty? What examples wil
argument?

Speech 4

Imagine that you are either Kaleb Wallace or aq ‘e un the night when
attacked by the angry mob. Try to sarice eech to be spoken to the mok:
way. Kaleb Wallace wantc i mw mlate hangmg of T.J. and possibly of th

iy %g k- - oW Wl” you convince the crowd? What language will y
over? Will ‘,.,é aggressive and angry, or calm and persuasive? What exa
the sort of language you would expect from your character.

Once you have written your speech write a short paragraph discussing wh
would listen to your speech and be convinced; and why or why not.

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 23 of 41

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

)

Education




Crosswovrd

ACROSS
3 Arguably the most vile character in the novel
(5,7) uncle (7)
6 The town in which Cassie experiences the 2 Theloganc
cruellest day of her life (10) here (3,7,5)
11 The Logan children's school (5,5,6) 4 A man with
12 The US State in which the novel is set (11) 5 Thestoryis
13 The most important thing to the Logan : —therefore
family {4) The whites
15 Papa's brother (5,6) blacks (5,3)
16 The author {7,6) 8 The whitela
commenda
8 The whitela
Logans’ lan
10
boycotting
14 The white b
the Logan ¢
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Quiz

How would Cassie's role in the novel best be described?

Main character [0  Narrator and main ch> acter O

Where is the novel set?

Texas, UsA 0O

Itis an ugly vehicle O  They always seem to missit O

Who are the night men?

Men who pick crops at night Men who commit racist Me
for extra freshness attacks at night

What is most important to Cassie's family?

tand O Their animals O

o

Why does Little Man refuse his book?

He cannot read .o /! gucit when it was Heh
.~ Lo tatty for a white child

Kaleb Wallace 0O

How do the children take revenge on the school bus?

They smash its windows and
slash the seats

They

They puncture its tyres O O

Why does Stacey beat up T.J., who had previously been his friend?

He caught T.J. kissing his T.J. insulted Big Ma, Stacey's O T
girifriend grandma

What is the name of the author?

Harpertee 1 .- =~ -~ “Mildred Taylor O

o id gold dollar O A beautiful red toy tractor O
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What does Uncle Hammer give Stacey?

A shiny new Packard car O Anewcoat O Ab

Who offers to back the loan so the black people can < p in Vicksburg?

Hartan Granger, the rich Johr Za ry 1e vadly
white landowner o kusied black man
Why is Mama reall ¢ 1 « d anv'her job as a teacher?
&£ Because Mr Granger wanted
Because jplcimed she 0 to hurt the Logans Ol Becat

@ bad teacher i >
financially

What injuries does Papa receive when he is attacked at night?

His nose is broken and his A tooth is broken, and his He
chin snaps off face is badly bruised

How does Mr Morrison move the Wallaces' truck when they block the r¢

He lifts it up and carries it O He pushes it out of the way I He
out of the way

How does T.J. get into serious trouble?

He is present at a bungled He

D ‘S o e :-‘_“ I.% D
shop robbery He Stiﬁ»" A” coat

- 4dly . vy the lynch mob?
He starts singing ‘Tainted
O Love' by Soft Cell, thereby 0O H
shocking them all to death

How does Papa stop T.J.{ he!

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Why did Papa really invite Mr Morrison to stay?

To protect the family from E

To help with the harvest O
attack

What did the author say she wanted to show in this book?

A family united in love and The failings of the justice O COPYRIGHT
self-respect system PROTECTED
Why are all the families unusually poor in thisn oo -
It is set during World War O Itisse Ln "‘, artermath of O It

Two _the Wall Street Crash

'9

)

Education

The cotton 0O

the fall through the air of her
true wise friend called T.J.
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" Timeline

Connect the events to the timeline in the r

Cassie visits The children Cassie takes
take revenge Strawberry hear of Mr revenge on
on the bus Berry's attack Lillian Jean

Start

Stacey »" | Little Man Mr Jamison Mr Morrison Uncle K

beats up refuses his offers to back arrives gives St

T.). new books the loan coat COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

9

a9

Education

1. Add chapter numbers*- . ¢ ¢ ""EE
o - Aunt events you think should have been included? Ad
nreline, with your own choice of the most important events o

AdOD NOILOIdSNI
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Character Sheet

Fill out one of these sheets for each of the following characters: Cassie,
Big Ma, Uncle Hammer, Mr Morrison, Mr Granger, Kaleb Wallace, Jerem

Who is this character in the nove’ - Describe thi

do they do? Who are thev . s . o

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

\n< 10 this character during the Note down any
’ novel? this chara

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

)

Education

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 29 of 41




Character Study

Write a character study of one of the following characters: Cassie, Stace
Ma, Uncle Hammer, Mr Morrison, Mr Granger, Kaleb Wallace, Jeremy

Sources of Information -
e Worksheet: Character <k .t
¢ ~ ~uvity: Hot Seating

Character Study

Introduction: Who is the character in the novel? What basic
information do we know about them? Who are they
related to?

Personality: How would you describe this character’s personality

What happens: What happens to them in the novel?

Interactions: What other characters dowe - - {hem with? How é
people in the novel? b

Their role: What . nei »xportance in the novel? What ideas c§

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

~. € ced With?

Structure G#®
Use the following structure to ensure that you integrate quotations into y:

Point: What point about the character are you making?
Evidence: Use an example or a quotation.
Explore: How does the quotation or example illustrate the point youj

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

suggest about the character?
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Are Mama and Papa Good Pa

It is debatable whether Mama and Papa are good parents. Note down a
make them either good or bad parents. Then note down specific exampl
parenting from the novel.

;-fgﬁ'bél parents

o R

B +
ENG@#¥es of their good parenting Examples

Now that you have filled out the sheet, write a short paragraph on the b
separate sheet, outlining whether you think Mr and Mrs Logan make go
parents or not.
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Southern Dialect

One notable feature of the novel is Mildred Taylor's use of a southern dia
Fill out the sheet to help to collect your thoughts on this.

28 Lo vl gal, 5'&1& atn'

‘Lf syt e
E. .
type ¢ ;1ern dialect
Mildrea Taylor uses.

How does Taylor help
you to imagine the
actual sound of the
words being spoken in
dialect?

Do all the characters
use the same dialect?
Do adults use the ¢~ -

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

13 arat't'e?s
S¥iie diatect as

whites?

Are there any
characters who never
speak in dialect? Who?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

What effect is Taylor
hoping to achieve
through her use of a

g

)

Education

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry: Notes and Activities for KS3 Page 32 of 41




The Land

The land is an important theme in Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. Note dow
quotations you find concerning it while you read the book. You can then u
as for the essay that follows. ; ’ (/)
Chapter One Chapter Two rI_I
Chapter Three Chapter Four O
Chapter Five Chapter Six o
Chapter Chapter Eight
Chapter Nine Chapter Ten
COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
Chapter Eleven . Chapter Twelve i 9
Education
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The Land Essay

Using the notes made on the previous worksheet use the guidelines bel
why the land is so important to the Logans.

Essay Title .
‘He don't know nothin' ‘bout . © * 7and, he think I'm gonna sell!” Ex
land in the novel Roll 23 i, #%..Hear My Cry.

,
Essay Structure
Introduction: Have a look back at the sheet you have completed
novel and very briefly summarise to whom the lan

it is important.

Paragraph 1: How did the Logans come to acquire the land? Wh
How does it benefit them?

Paragraph 2: What does Big Ma say about the land and its impo
your sheet and explore what the land means to he

Paragraph 3: What do Mama and Papasave’ . z theland and i
from your sheet and ex .ui 31 1 at the land means

Paragraph 4: Wh-t 2 ' acle Hammer say about the land and
-t your sheet and explore what the land means

How do the white characters feel about the Logan
Harlan Granger, the Wallaces and Mr Jamison.

Conclusion: At the end of the novel Pa sets fire to the cotton. T
part and has a significant effect on Cassie. What d
readers?

Structure
Make sure you use the following structure: Point = Evidence = Explore
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Is Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry a

Negative Novel?

Given the amount of racism and poverty described i
the novel to have a positive message of hone #il

L

1. inovel, it may b

List any positive ev-r . 1 ‘h_aovel.
£.09. The A D BOCR oy the wintte

ehildven’

List any negative ev
E.0. Popa ls beaten

vicksburg

List anything from the novel that gives us hope for the
future
E.0. The friendship between Jeramy and Stacey ., 7

regardless of

tae vaolal diffevences

List anything from t
”- ‘the future

’Eg Harlan qrang

Lavd from them

Explain your answer and give examples.

Bearing these answers in mind, decide whether YOU think the novel has a p
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The Weather

There are several times in the novel when the weather seems to reflect
below as you find them.

Examples from Chapters 1-6

Examples from Chapters 7-12

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

Group Work il
Discuss the questions below and,ona ' s e 4jj§e';-of paper, expla
in full sentences. e T
1. Whateffectis jon vy 24 oy letting the weather mirror t
2. Whv s 4 iaed Taylor use this technique?
's . 5 any difference between the weather references

i
(SN
Wi =cond?

4. What light does all of this shed on the title of the novel?

'9

)

Education

Now report back your ideas to the whole class.
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Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry:

Roll of Thunder
hear my cry
Over the v ter
by cbe
L '~.muan comin’
- down the line
Whip in hand to
beat me down
But!gin't
gonna let him
Turn me 'round

What do you think this poem is about?

o

Doy, . ”;,the‘*‘étﬂe of language used?

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

What relevance does this poem have to Roll of Thunde

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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i _ﬁer;ses originally come from a blues song. Use the Intern
try to find out more about it.
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In Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Mildred Taylor strove to portray ‘a family
respect.’ The Logans are this family. Fill in the following boxes.

Describe how Cass’ .

i 1 H
E.0. Cassie shaves the passion fo orbe, bomsbise of whiot s

Describe how Mama's and Papa's lives are centred aro
€.9. Papa Rnows the children may be in danger when he Ls not around so
with them.

Describe why thn
E.o. The land ol

5 d'is | wed so strongly to the Logan family

AdOD NOILO4dSNI

Describe the Avery and the Simms families. In what ways do th
E.0. The Averys and the Stmms do not have the benefit of pavents commi COPYRIGHT

righ. PROTECTED
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Answer the following question in full sentences giving examples:
What makes the Logan family so united in love and respect?
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The Black and White Comm

The black and white communities in the novel are portrayed as being very
following table, completing an answer on both the black and white comm
Write in full sentences and give examples. '

i

T rat o ‘Laimunity

TSIk i b
cLond-nand sehool osiks.

How wealthy
and educated
is this
community?

E.g9. served in the shop only when there | B.g. Feel the
are no white customers. to do, even t

What social
standing does
this
community y
have? w YL

What beliefs
does this
community
have?

How united
and supportive
are the
members of
this
community?

Now®iswer the following two questions in one or two paragraphs
1. In what ways and why are the two communities so different?
2. Why does the fire bring together two such different communitie
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Racism in Modern Brita

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry is a book about racism in 1930s America. Bu
Britain of today? What lessons can we learn about racism from the novel
Amenca similar to modern Britain as far as racism 1s o erned? Discuss t

" vel can you think of?
o2k for wilte students ave aiven to black s

What (if any) examples of racism have you found in your own life, or
€.9. The election of BNP Party candidates.

, ;n;m":n*i:c'\'re or less racially prejudiced than 1930s Americ

What lessons do we learn from the novel Are these lessons r
about racism? ¢« dern racism you

€.9. macist attitudes caw lend divectly) to viclence,
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The Author's Narrative Tec

The narrative technique used in this novel puts several limitations on th
not be told everything by the adults and she is only likely to be involved
events. On the other hand, Mildred Taylor did target *'.* novel at a youn
viewpoint enables the author to engage their .« ‘i’b;} 3v, pecause she is |
readers will identify with her, a furth-. ~  nwge.

Note in the boxes ba’: ¢+ _says in which Cassie finds out what is hap

03@“

Ggversations Actions in the nove

Overheat

;(-.5 . 1old about by the adults Events which the

Now you have filled in the boxes, write an essay on:
What are the advantages and disadvantages of Mildred Taylor's
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