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Teacher’s Introduction

Michael Morpurgo’s Private Peaceful offers students an exciting family saga set in the tumultuous time
of World War I. This activity pack is an original and innovative resource, with worksheets that ensure
that every chapter of the novel has numerous tasks to complete, challenging students in all three areas
of reading, writing, and spoken language.

There is a vast array of tasks, such as discussion guides, analytical tables, creative writing frames and
inspiring drama activities, and special tasks that explore the novel’s engaging themes of war, cowardice
and social changes. It is unfeasible to expect each class to complete every worksheet, due to the
exhaustive amount of activities. Since the resource is not restricted to one ability range, the teacher is
able to choose the tasks that will most suit the ability of their class.

Most tasks concentrate on reading, but there are also activities for writing and tasks that tackle spoken

language.

At the end of the pack, the teacher will find a final assessment that challenges students to plan their
own film adaptation of the novel. This task allows students to demonstrate their knowledge of the
novel’s events, characters and themes, while providing opportunity for assessment.

An overview of some of the more difficult questions is provided in the Worksheet Guidance section of
the resource, which has been included for teachers who are not so familiar with the novel.

Sensitivity in teaching this resource is important as it deals with very sensitive content that may be

upsetting or difficult for some students, such as dealing with the issue of war and conflict. It is vital
that the teacher checks any content carefully beforehand to judge its suitability for their class.

Update vl1.1, January 2016 — references to AFs and APP grids removed

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other English resources your school
has purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Hsing pre—September 2014 National
with this resource

I recognise that many English teachers will continue to value the Assessmen
pre-September 2014 KS3 English National Curriculum. As such, the table
activities/lessons/worksheets in this resource to these elements. This mean

as guidance for your assessment and to help you choose appropriate resourc

Each AF is explained after the table.

Studies (Chapter 1)
Imagery and Meaning (chx

suasive Features (Cj

R5 Ré Persuasive Speech (c

My Daunting, W1 W3 | Performing Your Sp
Discuss-ind it¢r's Purpose (Chapter 1) SL2 Chapter Opening (ch
Resporcding Mharacter (Chapter 2 R2 R3 Tough Training (Chapte:éi
Life in the 1890s (Chapter 2) R7 Scripting a Chapter (i

Grandma Wolf (Chapter 2) R4 R5 Discussing the Write
Molly’s Monologue (Chapter 3) W2 W4 | Life in the Trenches
Being a Character (Chapter 3) SL1 Trench Language (ch

Different Viewpoints (Chapter 3) R2 R6 Night Patrol (Chapter9) i
Poaching (Chapter 3) R7 Non-Verbal Speech (ct
Exciting Writing (Chapter 3) W5 W7

Hot Seating (Chapter 3) SL3 Literary Comparisons:
Language and Atmosphere (Chapter 4) R4 R5 Writing a War Poem (¢::
Love and Relationships (Chapter 4) R3 R7 Discussing the Writer’s
Morpurgo Biography (Chapter 4) W6 W8 | Viewpoints of WWI (i
Character Voices (Chapter 4) SL4 Tense Writing (Chapter 13
Metaphorical Language (Chapter 5) R3 R5 Letter Home (Chapter 11)
Taking Sides (Chapter 5) R2 R6 Tommo’s Monologue &
The Cause of WWI (Chapter 5) W1 W3 Storyboarding Event;
Debating WWI (Chapter 5) SL2 Responding to Char
Plotting Tension (Chapter 6) R4 R6 Advertising a Play (Ch
Newspaper Report (Chapter 6) W2 W4

Performing a Chapter (Chapter & SL3

Molly’s Pregnancy (Chapter 7) R2 R7

Reading AFs: AF2 - Understand, describe, select or rel
| AF3 - Deduce, infer or inferpret information, e '
texts, includirig grammatical and presen
literary features at word and se;

text on the readoces

k2
Writing AFs: g ite mterestmg imaginative and thoughtful texts | AF2 - Produce texts appr
type | AF3 - Orgamse ideas and whole texts effectively | AF4 - Construct paragraphs and link parag;
variety of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect | AF6 - Write using a range of correct pi
effective vocabulary | AF8 - Use correct spelling =

B - !denmjz and comment on writers’ purposes and §
) their social, cultural and historical traditions 5

Speaking and Listening AFs: AF1 - Talk in purposeful and imaginative ways to explore ideas and:
and vocabulary according to purpose, listeners, and content | AF2 - Listen and respond to others,
meanings through suggestions, comments and questions [ AF3 - Create and sustain different role
range of dramatic activities fo explore texts, ideas and issues | AF4 - Understand the range and u
meaning and impact and draw on this when talking to others
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Worksheet Guidance

Teachers can find guidance here on the more challenging questions and acti

chapter number of each task have been included to assist the teacher.

Chapter 1

Imagery and Meaning

Example answers are provided below:

I open my eyes and see a dead crow hangingfmm the ﬁnce, his beak open.’
The first image effectively plays on the recurrent

throughout art and literature.

Discussing the Writer’s Purpose

Students should gain an understandjng of how Morpurgo creates a range of som
mourntul loss experienced by Tommo after his father’s death. The nervous fir
with the more serious tragic death, but all events evoke their own quality of sa

Chapter 2

Responding to Character

Some students may need a preparatory discussion about people with se
understanding of Big Joe’s character. Well-known examples of other lite
useful, e.g. Lennie in Of Mice and Men or Dustin Hoffman’s character in Rain

Life in the 1890s
Students will immediately identify corporal punishment as a distinct differ
the 1890s. Comparisons could be made to the very popular 1980s KS3 te
topic. Students should be encouraged to look deeper and identify less conspiciy
number of classes at the time and the lack of ability setting -

Grandma Wolf
Students should develop an under

Fhow Morpurgo builds Grandn:

relation to a repulsive byl ¢ the reader to share Tommo’s increasi

Chapter

Different Viewpoints

This activity will allow students to appreciate how a writer must secure the
protagonists/heroes. By using the foil of Grandma Wolf and the Colonel, w
and his family, preparing us for the more serious conflict later on with Serge
for the protagonists, then they won’t finish reading the novel. Therefore wri
and conflicts to gain our sympathy and secure our engagement.
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Poaching

Some students may require an explanation of poaching, which could be p .

familiar with. Examples could be given from film versions of Robin Hood,
BBC television series Lark Rise to Candleford.

Taking Sides
See notes for Different Viewpoints Chapter 2.

Chapter 4

Morpurgo Biography
The biography is presented below w

After being a school car surgo studied English‘ and French at King

to teach prigeyli sils in Kent. Teaching his students, he discovered |

He was ing
Hughes became his friend, mentor and neighbour.

Morpurgo’s writing is well known for its magical quality and recurring them
with nature and vivid settings.

In 2009, he donated the short story Look at Me, I Need a Smile to Oxfam’s 'O

for charity.

The Cause of WWI
To complete this task, students will require the use of the Internet to fill in
so it will be advisable to book a resource centre/library well in advance.

Chapter 5

Metaphorical Language
Example answers:

“...hoping the inevitable storm wouldn’t break.” (p. 61)

A storm is a suitable metaphor for the trouble Charlie has got himself into, s

with danger and unrest, mirroring the family's disturbed emotions.

(13

You see!” roared the Colonel.” (p. 63)
‘Roaring’ suggests the action of a viciou
persona, in keeping with his

sense of dar\u®

‘He can stuff his stinking job.” (p. 64)
The job doesn’t actually ‘stink’, but saying so gives it an unpleasant aspect, re
working for the Colonel and demonstrating his anger or disappointment at t

punctuation and spelling:

Foy Hemingway’s novel The Old Man and the Sea and the p .

ger or Hon, giving the:

Private Peaceful KS3 Activity Pack Page 4 of 37
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Chapter 6

Plotting Tension
Here is the correct order of events:

G. Big Joe goes missing, but there’s still daylight.

E. Thomas and his family begin looking.

C. Night falls and there is still no sign of Big Joe.

L. Thomas and Charlie ask for help at the pub.

1. Hundreds of people start looking, but there is still no Big Joe.
A. Rivers are now searched as a last resort.

J. Molly has an idea about the church,

B. Running to the church, Charlie’s hurt on th
F. Alone, Thomas climbs up the ch

Newspaper Report

Students may benefit from a front cover of a local newspaper to use as an

writing task.

Chapter 7

Molly’s Pregnancy

This activity will require a degree of sensitivity for obvious reasons,
comprehensive explanation of how a pregnancy before marriage was negat
social groups at this time.

Persuasive Features
Example answers:

Ishan’t... I shan’t’ _
By repeating the same phrase, the writer drives home the message, forcing his%

again and again.

‘Make up your minds’
The imperative verb ‘make’ tells the young men what to do, taking control ¢

‘Us lot or the Hun?’

Directly asking the audience a rhetori 4kes the listeners think ak

place themselves personeilh* int

Using personal pronouns like ‘you’ to directly address an audience encour
being personally spoken to, building up their sense of importance and stre
army.
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Chapter 8

Chapter Opening
An effective starter activity could introduce lower ability students to langg
alliteration, short sentences and imperative verbs, in preparation for this task .

Tough Training .
For this activity students will need to consider the range of factual aspects Mor

training in the army would have been for two young recruits like Tommo an .
look at the use of the soldiers” and officers’ dialogue, short sentences for imp
images portra;yed.

Discussing the Writer’s Purpo
This task would be ideally corg

a film extract, yet a suitable exi

at his troops without - - hard to come byf Students will need to ¢

such harsh munication would quickly rouse and alert soldiers,
ensuring th pline of all. However, real life examples could be given, 1

under such extreme discipline, the Kubrick movie Full Metal Jacket being a g
its 18 certificate rating!). )

Chapter 9

Trench Language
Some example answers are provided here, which could be used to guide lo

‘Our greatest scourge is neither rats nor fleas but the unending drenching rain, which:;

Qfour trench, turning it into nothing but a mudfj]]ed ditch, a stinking gooey mud th;

s

suck us down and drown us.’

The word ‘scourge’ summons up the image of a terrible ordeal or bibhcaii
soldiers have to undergo. The hyperbolic use of the word ‘unending’ (surely::

stresses how wretched the weather was, while adding a second adjective bef
to the severity of the rain. Morpurgo then uses a simile of a ‘stream’ to effi
head an image of a larger source of water, adding depth to the rain imagery.
phrase — this time ‘stinking gooey’ — giving two different and unpleasant
‘gooey’ has an almost onomatopoeic quality to it, suiting Tommo’s youthfu
readership of the novel. The writer then uses personification to make the
appears to ‘hold’ on to the soldiers, trying to ‘suc
description of the mud heightens the unplea 52
the men. By giving human actions ( that ) to the mud, it app
Non-Verbal &9
It is impor j

spoken language task that students develop an appre
not the oni%®Eans of communication. Students should be encouraged
signalling information through gestures, actions and facial expressions. Perh
students could choose which character they are going to be and then devise
where they’re from etc.) they want to convey to the other soldier. This 1

N

partner, only to be looked at after the activity to see how much of the informat;
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Chapter 10

Literary Comparisons 2

Lower ability students will require more guidance in understanding the term
mori’ which comes from a famous poem written by the Latin poet Horace, O
for the Emperor Augustus, promoting the Empire-building ideology of the
can be simply translated as ‘It is sweet and glorious to die for your country’
material at the time of Owen’s poem, as well as at many other times over t

Chapter 11

Viewpoints of WWI

Students should realise how M ¢i has a viewpoint of war that i
a neutral Belgian wai v a shell, while a German soldier lets T
fhe enemy. Therefore, students should apprect

f and the needless loss of life it causes.

of merciful

indictment

Tense Writing
Students require an understanding of the immediacy created by the present§§
actions and the more reflective nature of using the past tense for more matte

Letter Home -
Lower ability students will benefit from seeing an example letter modelled:;

own. Perhaps the activity could be extended with students writing the s
context — e.g. to the Colonel or Grandma Wolf. Then, students can explore

letter writing, and consider the differences in tone, language and layout.

Chapter 12

Responding to Character
I & 2. We respond to the characterisation of Sergeant Hanley with ang
responsible for Charlie’s court martial and eventual execution. Higher abilit;
critical discussion of Hanley’s character. It could be said his character 1
explanation of his reasons for being so hostile and severe on his men. Is H

of evil or is his character an important representation of officers at the time
3. Students should be aware that 306 British soldiers were shot by firing squ
as cowardice, desertion and insubordination. There!:

arlie’s fate is re

4. Morpurgo has deliberately portrayed Hznl
sympathy for the Peaceful brothers . 4

s way to secure ou
ging a reaction in the reader,
and makes us ‘care’ what » he novel’s protagonists.
Analysin{ '31 :
Many teachd@®®1l find this lesson difficult to facilitate, since it requires cach
apparatus of some kind. Many mobile phones nowadays have memo and v
the students could use to record their one minute speeches, providing
momentary use. Alternatively, teachers could record just two volunteers

transcripts of those two speeches. In this case, only one means of recording :

Students should be encouraged to write everything down, developing an ung
such words as ‘um’ and ‘er’ to help speakers think about what they are saying

Private Peaceful KS3 Activity Pack Page 7 of 37
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Big Joe \\\\\\\

W

iont that we le

This tells us that..

Fill in the table below with quotations and info

i

k-
%///4/

B

nding on the school steps
cracking his knuckles’

/ff///

Tommo Peaceful

i

y, AP

K

Charlie Peaceful

,///
/

Father

Imagery and Meaning ]

COPYRIGHT
ages (word pictures) PROTECTED

i quotatxons from Chapter 1:

The writer Morpurgo often us
different meanings. C

A ‘One arm is outs
W no from the fence, towards me, his

his beak open.’

ig

his finger pointi

0g

For each quotation, explain: Education,

A) How the use of language is effective

B) What the images could represent or symbolise
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My Daunting Experience

In this Chapter the novel’s main character Tommo describes his f

portrayed as a challenging and upsetting exper

For this activity you will
Tommo’s first day at sck
your piece obavri

3.‘ account

® You could use the writing frame on the right‘ to help
you with your planning.

covnt of an experience yc
s, discuss ideas and share men
you have chosen the experience you w!

R

Discussing the Writer’s Purpose

However, Morpurgo doesn’t only describe Tomm
tragic death of his father and the fol“lkowiﬁ: :

vivid ixnagery of nature and birds

are also portr

N Of a fxrst éay at SChDQI Wlfh these other
\ orpurgo b3 purpose?

Remember to:
Listen carefully to each other’s ideas

Use appropriate vocabulary

Challenge other’s opinions

's first day at &

I g1oup, (iiSCKISS W}JV the write
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\\\\\\

Jimmy Parsons "Your brother’s a loony’ \\\\\\g\

= -

\\\\

Responding to Character
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i
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Bt

2
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A,
3 gt
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Colonel \\\ \\\@
s
e
\\\\\&\s\
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COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Why does Qg
Morpurgo want Education,
us to feel these

emotions?
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N

\\ X
Sisyasaay X ;
o\

Grandma Wolf

Working in pairs, discuss the character ¢ Wolf. How
at first?

In pairs, make a | haracteristics (physical and behavio

vou have finished discussing this, answer the
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Molly’s Monologue

Imagine you are Tommo’s new-found friend Molly. In this writing
a four-paragraph monologue from Molly’s viewpoint, expressing

the end of the chapter.

Remember: you need to creat

£ the first

ge of the second Paragraph 1:
friendship wit

text; therefore, you h

person, demans
5 “use language and emotions
that woul It by Molly’s character. Paragraph 2:

fight with Jim
You will also need to use paragraphs, so make

sure you carefully plan your writing, as well as Paragraph 3:

clearly indicating new paragraphs on the page.
Consider this example writing frame; it may be
useful!

Being a Character

In this activity you’ll perform a monologue to your class/group. Y

N

from the box below:

Characters: The Colonel Grandma Wolf Tommo’s Mo

A good monologue should be imaginative, well-informed and use
character would use. Fill in the table below with your charact:

thoughts at the end of chapter 2. Once you have done this, you ¢

You should aim to make your tnonologue 135t o

‘o two minutes.

B S s

Their events

Their hopes

Private Peaceful KS3 Activity Pack Page 12 of 37
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i

g

\
\.‘\\\\

Different Viewpoints § \\\\\

\\ \\\

Imagine that Big Joe has found another mouse, which he has br \‘\\\\\Q%
\

task, you must explain the thoughts and feelings of characters, ba @\\\\?\\
far. Explain in the table below how the characte would react dz § § §

oints.

using quotations from Chapter 3 that suppo

The fact that she d S
in shows how muc \\\\\\

\\\\\\\

\
\\\\\

.-

/////f%
Bl

i

//y
//7//

Molly

\\\\\\\\\R
Mother \\\\\

\\\*\

x\\\\\\

Why has Morpurgo
portrayed different
viewpoints? What
is his purpose?

Poaching | COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

ig

0g

Education

Now, make a list of arguments for an
Should we blame him or praise him?:

list, you can make an overall commen:
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Exciting Writing

s

Consider the two examples below. Although they both give the\
written in different ways. Which is better and ?

g

B

Example 1 e

chose to ! ey were very happy and said how much t; @‘\\\\
always be They went home, but Molly became very sick. . W
ey L - s e i \\\\\\\%\

e

o
e

Example 2 ,‘

Running in the woods, Tommo, Charlie and Molly approached the §\\\\\\\\ \g
deciding to swim in the sparkling water. Delightfully, they express: % &
they would always be together. Unfortunately, after returning horr% \\Q\\\?\\%\\\\\\\\\
ill. (W
Now continue the summary of Chapter 3, explaining the visit to N 3 \\\\\\\@
use different types of sentences (e.g. beginning with an adverb an. \\\\\\\
effective and detailed language. How will you describe the unfri
Molly’s home?

Hot Seating
In this chapter characters experience a range of different emotions.
imagine that the three characters Tommo, Mclly’s father an
interviewed at the end of Chapter3. In . acting the rol COPYRIGHT
role-play interviews. What questicn: ‘ k ea PROTECTED

The questions below have } to help you with the tas

ig
ag

Education
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Language and Atmosphere

otation from Chapter 4

g walk home, the school day do
lunnings out of sight, out of mind for a
the hill to 00K, pull off our great heavy boots and release ou
last. We'a™it there on the bank wiggling our toes in the blessed
amongst the grass and buttercups of the water meadows and lo
across the sky, at the wind-whipped crows chasing a mewing bu
brook home, feet squelching in the mud, our toes oozing with it.

I looked forward all
us, with tl'\f ' ¥

In this activity you will explore how the writer uses language and

a Suitable and effective mood. Read the example answer below:

The writer uses the adjective ‘fearsome’ before Mr Munnings’
wnpleasant he is and stressing how the children will be safe now::
away from the school. Therefore a wmoodl of safety is establisheo.

Now choose three of your own words from the extract above (look.
explain how the writer structures his language for effect.

Love and Relationships ]

o:rk f.for the Colone
dp group. He feels this evenéi

As Charlie and Molly leave schoo
himself separated from th
Charlie and MoHv

love,

.own words the types of emotions Tommo might exy
your reaso¥® carefully. Use the ideas in the box below to help you

How would Thomas feel seeing Charlie and Molly holding hands?
Who met Molly first —- Thomas or Charlie?
What are Tommo’s own feelings for Molly?

Why is a romantic relationship between Molly and Charlie more likely?

£ =
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Morpurgo Biography

Here is a short biography of Morpurgo’s writing career. Unfortun .

been removed and there are many spelling mistakes! Rewrite the
punctuation and correcting the misspeuings,

: 2% shand french

murpurgos writting is well nown for its magicle quallety a
recuring theams such as survival relatonships with nature and viv
settings

in 2009 he donatted the short story look af me, i need a smile to oxfan:

‘ox-tales' project earning money for charity

Character Voices

Working in small groups, consider how the four characters belc

Consider: class, dialect, age, relationships and behaviour.

by either of the fo

ds in the different characte

Here is a short piece of speech that
share and swap parts, read

change some of th 't your character, e.g. change ‘steal

depending on who’s speaking?

The Colonel Mother Thomas J

What have you learnt about how language and
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Metaphorical Language \\x \\\\

\\ \\\

g

A metaphor is an image (word picture) used to describe somethi; \@
For example, saying a stormy sea is ‘angry’ is a metaphorical im §\\\\K\§X\§

\

&\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\\\\\\\\'

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

\\\\
\\\\\\\

\\\\\

Kk\

\\\\\\\\\

/////f%
T

i

S

/;‘/

il

y, AP

i o

,///
/

e.0. The writer calls the trouble that is about to happen a ‘storm.
a storm (s normally assoctated with...

= S

Taking Sides

side there is Tommo’s family and on the ¢

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

do we react differe;ntly to these ch

ig

0g

Education
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The Cause of WWI & \\\\

e §

\\\\\\\\\

T

g
.

In this chapter, war is mentioned for the first time. For this task y.
information text, explaining the cause of the World War I (1914-1

W

need to research the war in a resource centre/li . Using the I \\§\\\
. . . . = - . ‘l . .;\'5 \\\ \
in this table with the facts you will - ur writing. You i \§ o

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
&\\\\\\\\

ssassination of \\\\\\

A1 chduke Ferdinand T

\\\w

s

N

&
Opposing countries \\\\\x\
s

- R\\\
Why England declared war \\\\\\\i\\

F L

2.,
R

i
//}’

/f’///

Countries supporting him

i

A,

/
“
O

///
/

Now you are ready to write your information text. Make sure you.

features:
e Subheadings e Chronologi
¢ Diagrams/illustrations « Impersonal

¢ Clear, short and factual

Rhetorical qt COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Debating WWI

Wor Hking in a small group, discuss whether England Ww. ig
Germany in 1914. Was WWI a worthwhile war?

0g

Education |

Make sure you listen to each others’ opinions carefully,
language to express your views. When finished, make
group’s opinions.
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Plotting Tension

Here is a tension graph that can be used to chart the suspense creat;
and the whole town search for the missing Big Joe. -

Events:

Along the y axis you will plot how tense or worrying events beco

G

first we need to correctly place the chapter’s events along the X ax

below

this, you can plot a line showing the change of tension throughoutég

TR .UO-W?D

.7'\".—‘

. Thomas fmds Blg Joe, who appears to be dead

have already been placed for you (G and D). Now place th

Rivers are now searched as a last resort,
Running to the church, Charlie’s hurt on
Night falls and there is still no sign.
There are cries of (_Plebl atic
LhUI'Ch

Hundreds of people start looking, but there is still no Big
Joe.

Molly has an idea about the church.

Thomas shouts at Big Joe, and he finally wakes up.
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Newspaper Report

In this task you’ll create a newspaper article for the %}LIGHTY
local paper!) about the disappearance and eventual finding of Big J.
the help from |

be? Your story needs to cover the family’s co

discover‘y on top of the church.

A good newspaper artic] n interesting headline, stru

picture, quotations n characters in the report and the

when, w “Consider carefully what you want the angl

You should show that you can usse these features in a suitable ma
article into paragraphs. Therefore, make a quick plan of what you’
Use the writing frame below as a guide to start you off! Once you'
can begin writing it. .

Working in a group & , you will be performing the eve

ey

cuitig your piece, make a bullet-point list of the
make sure you haven’t missed anything importa

You must show a keen understanding of character. When |
performing, don’t be yourself, but a character from the novel.
How would they speak and behave? How could you portray their
character to the rest of the class? .
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Molly’s Pregnancy

The pu‘olic reaction to Molly’s pregnancy before marriage is
nowadays. Answer the questions below, using

how society’s views have changed over

t“ 1

tations to sup

ury.

1. How do mos

Use LWmy our answer.

Why ey think or respond in

S

people regard Molly’s pregnancy

this way?

How do Tommo’s family respond? Use quotations.
Whose side are we supposed to take? How do we know th

How has society’s viewpoint changed compared to now?

Persuasive Features

The recruitment officer is very effective at inspiring young men '
you’ll analyse the persuasive language features used to make war:
the right hand column how the technique being used in each quota:

‘Ishant... I shan't’
Repetition of a phrase

Imperaticmme rem what to do

‘Us lot or the Hun?"

Rhetorical question — asking the audience

“Your country needs you.’
Personal pronouns — directly speaking to

people
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Persuasive Speech

We have read the sergeant- major"s persuasive speech, encouragi
and join the army. Now, you’re going to write s ipeech from th
e1r, should argue

speech, addressed to a target audience of +
is a bad and unpleasant thing t

An effective per: 1 .e¢h should use the features listed below.

in your s

Performing Your Speech

Now you’ll perform your written speech sest of the class.
to use effective vocabulary ar

at the boxes below, off,

L Always establish good
3 eye contact

good ton™ind valume

Know your content — Remember yc:
practise, practise, practise! audience at a;

address your target ay
4dvice for delivering an impressiy

Private Peaceful KS3 Activity Pack Page 22 of 37

i

g

\
\.‘\\\\

-

\\~ \\\\\

.
P
L

\

&\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

s
7

/////f%
T

B

////f'
/f’f///

s

s

\\\*\

x\\\\\\

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

0g

Education




\Q\Q%\*\

S
] !
&

Fa
SRR

J 4

Chapter Opening

Each chapter of the novel begins with Tommo reminiscing, w
battlefield. As we read each chapter’'s opening,

his situation, which is always connected

In this activity you will selec

FOURTEEN MINUTES PAST TWO

{ keep chiecking the time. I prontisesd mvsell Dwoaldnt, bt I cant seanito

help movesll Fach time T 4o i, 1 put the walsh 1o my sar snd listen for the

)
gk, B st there, softly slicing away the seconds, then the minates, then

weHegin to piece ti
passing of time.

rom the extract below and:

the hours. B teils me there xov three bowrs mad forfysix mmutes
Charlie old me oo this watah would never slop, never lab moe down,
untess {orgot o wind 1 The best wateh in the world, he sad, & wonderful
wateh Buat it ssrdt I i was sueh x wonderful wateh would do mitre than
sunply keep the time - any old wateh can do thet & traly wonderfid watch

would make the tme Then, i i Sopped, time 2eelf would have to stand

still, then tus myght would never have o #nd and urning cauldd never
coree, Charlie often told me we were limng on hasrowad time it here, 1
Sor't ward to horrow any more tive. T wand birme to dop so thal tumorew

never wones, 5o that dewn will naver happen

i listen to my watch again, to Charlie's walch SUll ticking, T

Tamme. Dont look Don't think Only reme

ough Training

In this chapter, Tommo describes his training at Etaples as being d
these two questions, explaining how Morpurgo has structured a

and his purpose for doing so.
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Scripting a Chapter

In this chapter Charlie refuses to give in to Sergeant Han

understanding of Charlie’s actions, you'll be ws

a play script
Hainley’ and wha

8, covering Charlie’s encounter with ‘I :
ed to include, before

nis that set the scene
S 11 capitals in the margin
° Stage directions given in square brackets

® Dramatic events and lively dialogue

Remember, you'll need to use appropriate features of a play script
could use this example to start you off!

Discussing the Writer’s Purpose

Look again at how Sergeant Hanley spe arlie. Thisisac

Working in a sm

used. Us "J}E

Private Peaceful KS3 Activity Pack Page 24 of 37

i
W

S
i

e
S
SE o,

e
i

s
H

i

K
G i

&\\\\\\\\\\\\%

i o

8
\\\\\\\\\\\

W

S

o
e

ey

B e

T

o

e

e

G

i

A,

g

,%
i

S

o

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig
ag

Education



i

g

\
\.‘\\\\

-

G g
Life in the Trenches \\ §

x\\\\\\x\\\
G

5
L

\

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

Fooc} and \\%\\\\\\\\\

In this stirring chapter we gain a clear insight into how unpleasa

WWI. Fill in the table below with quotatio:

s
7

/////f%
T

B

////f'
/f’f///

drink

Pests a.nd g
vermin \\\\\

\\\*\

x\\\\\\

Hygiene and
comfort of
soldiers

Trench Language

Morpurgo s writing when ciescnbxng the ha: g conditions
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COHSldeY thlS du:aded sentence fro
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Explain how the writer uses hyperbolic language (exaggeration)
trenches. Identify individual words, as well as phrases, that re

style.
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showers éf mud and stone and snow. But the sound | hate and fea

the explosion — by then it's done and over with, and you're either:;
whistle and whine and shriek of the shells as they come over. It'
they will land, whether this one is for you.

Then, as suddenly as the barrage begins, it stops. There is s11<
again. Smoke drifts over us and down into our hole, filling our nc

cordite. We stifle our coughing. The Hun has stopped his praying,

his overcoat, his hands over his ears. He's rocking like a child, like

Now, write the German soldiet’s account, starting from his capture. M
sentences for different effects. You should use accurate punctuation,
full stops and commas. Perhaps you could include a dash (—), ellipsisi}
possession. .

Non-Verbal Speech

In this activity you and a partner will be playing the roles of Tommo an

You'll take turns asking each other questions, but there's a catch! Yo
Fill in the tab

each other.

since neither of you know the other person’s la

how speech is not the only method of comur

Facial expressions

Acting

Other methods
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Literary Comparisons 1

Morpurgo’s description of the Ypres conflict in Chapter 10 is one
effective pieces of writing. In this activity you'll compare Morpurg
in 1929 by a novelist who had first-hand expenenc of WWI confl

which begins with an ambulance driver, lenry, eating as

When Gerznan ty OOpS OPEﬂ fzre on ;’1

An Extract from Ernest Hemingway’s
A Farewell to Arms

I ate the endrof my piece of cheese and took a swallow of wine. Thr .
a cough, then came the chuh-chuh-chuh-chuh--then there was a fl
door is swung open, and a roar that started white and went red and
I tried to breathe but my breath would not come and I felt myself r
out and out and out and all the time bodily in the wind. I went ou
knew I was dead and that it had all been a mistake to think you ju
instead of going on I felt myself slide back. I breathed and I was ba
and in front of my head there was a splintered beam of wood. In
somebody crying. I thought somebody was screaming. I tried to m
heard the machine-guns and rifles firing across the river and all alon
splashing and I saw the star-shells go up and burst and float white
heard the bombs, all this in a moment, and then [ heard close to me s¢
Oh, Mama Mia!” I pulled and twisted and got my legs loose finai
touched him. It was Passini and when I touched him he screamed. H.
I saw in the dark and the light that they were both smashed above

and the other was held by tendons and part of the trouser and the st
though it were not connected. He bit his arm and moaned, ‘Oh Mz

Now, expi¥™iT how the two writers’ description of conflict in

WWI is different and similar.

IIl your answer you should comment on:

The types of event described
How the writing is structured - sentence level and text leve
The use of first person and the tense

The use of dialogue
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Literary Comparisons 2

Now, we’re going to compare Morpurgo’s writing to one of the
ever written. The war poet Wilfred Owen fought bravely in W
in one of the last (and most unnecessary) batt] 1918. This poe

Bent double, like old beggars under sacks, In all my dreams,
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge, He plunges at me:
Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs
And towards our distant rest began to trudge. If in some smothe:
Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots Behind the wago

But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind; And watch the w
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots His hanging face,;}
Of disappointed shells that dropped behind. If you could hear;.
Come gargling
GAS! Gas! Quick, boys! An ecstasy of fumbling, Obscene as canc

Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time; Of vile, incurable:y
But someone still was yelling out and stumbling My friend, you wi
And floundering like a man in fire or lime. To children arde
Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light The old Lie: Dul

As under a green sea, I saw him drowning. Pro patria mori.
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Writing a War Poem

For this activity you will create your own war poem, from Tomm

should include:

®» A structure of stanzas
o Emotive and advent
e At least one

Rx

Remen1bef"t6';.15e effective poetry features and ambitious 1anguage

Discussing the Writer’s Purpose

In Chapter 10, Tommo undergoes a terrifying experience. In this ¢

speech to your class, describing a time when you experienced ai

serious expe

Simply an eXCiting ride on a fO‘ller:COaStel' or & 1Mo
sensitively; please don’t explore an area yo

types of ]4' A a2y
guideline! ‘;}f
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Viewpoints of WWI \\‘ \\\\\
P L

\\\\\\\\
Consider whose ‘side’ the writer is ‘on’ in the novel Private Peacefu %\\\\\\‘&\\
the English, since he's an English writer, or is he g o § B
the dangers of war? In the table below, §\ \

&

.
Ui

how they are created.

%.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\§
S
@\\“\
|
~\\
waitress, is killed by a shell \\\\\g\
B \\
¢ -
o \\\;\\‘"\\\\\'\\
A German soldier allows § \
pomman LR
ommo to run awa o ;
= B \%
sy
The soldiers fear Hanley \\\\\
more than the German S
- s
troops \\\\\
Overall, I think the
viewpoint that Morpurgo
wants to put across is...

Tense Writing ]

COPYRIGHT
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Look through Chapter 11 once me
realised that sometimes rhe
tense (ran)? Thinl
tenses. ST

L

| es the present tense (e.g. ru
ity he would do this and the differe

es answering the question below, giving ex

ig

0g

Education
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Letter Home \\ \\\
T
k& \\\§
We've read two letters that Tomme receives from his family in Cha \\\\\
writing his reply home. How will you write the letter exactly? Do B oa §
realities of Tommo’s environment? Or perha \

preventing his family from worrying ab

/////f%
L

' i
\\\\\\\\\\\\\%
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\\\\\
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\\\\\\\\\

s
\\\\\
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x\\\\\\

You should use appropriat
paragraphs. So, bef

write abor;

letter (see the box below) a
n writing your letter, make a brief par

- — the gas attack; Paragraph 2 — Anna’s death; Pa:

i

/f'
//’f//

G

A,

2

,,///////
/gf

Tommo’s Monologue

Now, you will deliver Tommo’s letter home as a spoken monologue, w

to the rest of the class. First of all, practise reading your piece aloud an
in the table below with ideas of how you could portray. Tommo’s state

COPYRIGHT
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ig

Facial expressions QQ :
Education,

Other ideas

props, costume, etc.

S
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In this dramatic chapter the brothers face a difficult dilemma, bring T
conclusion. For this task, vou’ll create a storyboard of Chapter 12’s eve S
: ~ ; . ; s,
picture can be used to briefly describe what §\ \
bring the storyboard alive! o
to bring the storyboard alive! L I
"

3 =

%\.\\.\\.\\.\\.\\.\\§

-
e
'

\\\\\\\\\\\

W

S

o
e

G

% i

,

B

ey

(N v
St

("

o
o

i
&\\\\\

iy,
S

The first main event is. ..
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1. How do we respond to the characterisation of Sergeant
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Education

. How does Hanley punish Charlie for his insubordinatic.

2
3. Is this realistic at the time of the novel?
i

. Explain why Morpurgo has deliberately portrayed Han
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Advertising a Play

The novel Private Peaceful was turned into a play by the dramatist

play was a one-man show, with the actor Alexander C‘a‘mpbell pla

Analysing a Transcript

A transcript is a written recording of everything that is said in a sg
Working in pairs, you will be recording each other’s spoken eva;
should last no longer than one minute. When speaking, simply exp!
the novel’s strengths and weaknesses. Once you have recorded bo

listen back to the recordings and faithfully w everything t
mistakes or hesitations. By looking at thr _Scuipts, we can le

can answer the questic
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Evaluating the Novel

Throughou‘t the whole novel the writer has ~ca,fefu11y preparedi

‘max to come

structuring particular events that hint at the
beginnings, the significance of the watch

brotherhood.

Write a three- atuation of the novel, commenting
ovel’s structure

e  What you liked and enjoyed about Private Peaceful

® And what you disliked about the novel

® Don’t forget to comment on: themes, character, historicai.

effect

Discussing Cowardice

. references t

Three years after Private Peaceful was published, the British Min
that over 300 soldiers shot for offences during World War I wou
group pardon, approved by Parliament, was issued for the execute

It is believed that 306 British soldiers were shot for cowardice, d
the 1914-1918 war. Among them was Private Harry Farr, who w
aged only 25. The news of the pardon was welcomed by Farr’s
‘overwhelmed’. They had been campaigning for years for him to

was suffering from shell-shock and should not have been sent bacl&é;

Working in a small group, discuss the concep hooting soldi
=

fOHOWing orders - th Ch&fhe in t?he nowv O ardice. Uset

to guide your group’s discussi
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Peaceful. Therefore, it's important to show h
explaining the decisions you make.

/////f%
W

provided for you on two Film P

%.

B

e OllDW] ng aspects:

i

. ) &
a8

PN ) \\\k

v (Q@ame and make up ° \\\\\\“\\
N S

e Lighting o \\\\\\

® Music ° \\\\\

e Editing )

When completing the Film Planner worksheets, fill in the top b(
picture of your scene, visually showing how it would be \\\-\\\\\\\

. o . . 5
explanations of camera angles used in film. Which angles will \ i

s

s

\\\*\

x\\\\\\
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“your shots, fill in the rest of each column
>
@2lm the scene and your reasons why.

ig

Don’t forget to show off your knowledge of the n EE
your reasons, e.g. ‘I chose dark lighting and haunt
1 to match Morpurgo’s use of eerie and disturbing

chapter, as seen in this quotation - [QUOTATIO

0g

Education

Now, you’re ready to start planning your movie. G
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Setting: o Setting: k Setting: \%\\\\\\\\
G f |

Costume/Make L3 Costume/iake up: Costume/Make up

Film Planner 1

1. Tommo remembers his father’s death | 2. Tommo meets Molly at school

3. Molly, Tommc:

Camera angle: Camera angle:

B

i

p

5
Wy

Lighting: Lighting: Lighting:

G

&\\\\\\\\\\\\\§

Editing: Editing: Editing: \Q\\\\\\\\\

2

Music: Music: Music:

i

i
i

Acting: Acting: Acting: o
&
"

Sound Effects: Sound Effects: Sound Effects: 3 \\\x@‘
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Film Planner 2

5. Tommo and Charlie join the army
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6. Tommo in a terrible gas attack
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