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Teacher’s Introduction

George Orwell’s Animal Farm is a tale of power and corruption. Through accessible language and a
straightforward storyline, Orwell conveys his views on the Russian Revolution and its side effects. Published for
the first time in 1945, the ideologies in Animal Farm are still pertinent as they can be linked to modern-day
totalitarian regimes.

Because of its relevance, Animal Farm has been chosen as a set text for three of the major English Literature
specifications. This study guide explores the subject matter, language, themes, symbols and socio-historical
context of the novel. The information in the guide is closely linked to the requirements of the specifications for
AQA, Edexcel and OCR.

Pages have been designed for students, to make sure that they understand what they need to do in order to
achieve good grades. These pages can be photocopied and used in class, or as homework or revision notes.

The guide contains:

* A detailed study of the context of the novel with ideas for class activities and links to online videos that can
be shown in class to help students understand the socio-historical background of the novel

* A brief plot summary

® A chapter-by-chapter plot summary with some useful quotations, language analysis, discussion points and essay
questions

¢ A detailed character analysis

*  Sections on language, settings, form, structure and themes with suggested activities

® A glossary of useful terms, particularly useful to ensure students understand and use appropriate subject
terminology

®  Aset of post-reading tasks aimed to provide students with a more in-depth understanding of the novel and
its relevance

Key for using this resource

Active Learning Task
This box contains activities for
students to complete to aid their
understanding of the text

This box signifies a

key term. Discussion Prompt

This box provides a topic or ques;‘:;'oh
to provoke student discussion

Page references in this study guide refer to the New Longman Literature edition.

Please note that this resource does not address spelling and grammar (SPaG) although this is assessed in the AQA
and Edexcel specifications.

A webpage containing all the links listed in this resource is conveniently provided on ZigZag
Education's website at zzed.uk/1630

You may find this helpful for accessing the websites rather than typing in each URL.
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Teacher’s Notes
‘Oral Presentation’ Task (p. 28)
Give the students a lesson or homework time to prepare. Give them a choice of topics for their presentation. As

well as increasing confidence in speaking, having heard a variety of discussions your class will have shared ideas on
a variety of topics.

‘The Trial of Napoleon Task’ (p.29)

| recommend that you act as judge too, or chaos may ensue! | recommend perhaps one lesson or homework time
to prepare, and one lesson to perform and enjoy the results. It is up to you how long each case should be. To add a
bit more spice and an element of unpredictability, why not change the groups at the last moment, so that each
Napoleon—Squealer partnership faces a totally unexpected pair of lawyers, and vice versa? (As long as each
partnership has students of similar ability!)

October 2015

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other English resources your school
has purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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Q Background Informatio
%

i

The Life and Works of George Orwell N
i
Video links: hitp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YasqpdL7tpA \§§\
(This is only the first part; the rest of the programme can be se \\\%
left of the video.) g
L W
Tl
T Wy George Orwell was bornin India in 1903. o
— Orwell being the pen name he was later AN
i \\
up in relative pr Q\\?\\‘\\\
17 George Orwell wa \ §
et he surprised his peers b @
ity; instead he becarme a policema \\\\\\\\\\\\\\§

e

\\\\\\

even landed in India, he began to have se
policeman being applauded by rich Englis
time he left in 1927, he had developed an
particularly the imperial oppression of the

//y
//7//

that led him to write Burmese Days in 193 \\\\\\g\\
£ -

On his return to Europe, he spent several

including two years as a dishwasher in Pa \\\g\\\\\\\\\\\

him to write Down and Out in Paris and L § §

3NN account of these times. He returned to En
A photo of George Orwell including teaching and tutoring posts. In 1

\\\\\

///
v

taken in 1933 areas of great poverty in England — notab \\\\@
town. The Road to Wigan Pier was the res E
study of the lives of impoverished Wigan \\\\

Q\
In 1936 Orwell volunteered to fight in the Spanish Civil War — partially \\\\\
to collect stories and ideas for his writing, and partially to stand up for Acti
the socialism that he found in Catalonia. He fought against Franco's Mak
fascists, then later against the hard-line Communists when they turned
on their former allies. When he was wounded he and his wife had to
escape back to England. Once he had returned home Orwell wrote Orw
Homage to Catalonia, his account of the war. Following ill health in
1938, he was admitted to a sanatorium, having contracted Unde

tuberculosis. He would never be fully healthy again.

In 1939 he went tn
hoping that

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Active Learning Task
Using Windows Movie N\ake'

ays. Whilst there he wrote Coming |
any other fllm edmng 3

owling, a socialist living in the world on th
the terrible place it would become afterwar
Eighty-Four, the final nightmarish novel that: v
celebrated work, i 9

During World War Two, Orwell worked for the BBC, as well as joining the Qg :
Home Guard. In particular he wrote a weekly radio commentary for India - ‘ .
on recent events, intended to counteract the German and Japanese EéUCQtIOﬁ
propaganda of the period. During the latter part of the war he composed
his political fable, Animal Farm, a savage attack on the excesses and
deficiencies of Stalin's rule in the USSR.
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After the war, Orwell became increas
the literary editor of Tribune, than lat
and Manchester Evening News. Despi
continued to work towards his final d
Nineteen Eighty-Four. This was his nig
1984, ruled by a totalitarian state and

Discussion Prompt A
What do you expect from this
booke What ideas do you think will
be the background of the text¢

worldwide fame.

George Orwell finally died from tuberculosis in 1950, aged just 47. Yet in his sh
satires had made an indelible mark on English Literature riting had been
totalitarian regimes, as he himself would explain:

ince 1936 has been written, directl;
vavhich I tried, with full consciousness of what

Every line of sevious work
Animal Farm
and g k-

Rx

His work had had a great effect on the public consciousness and on historical r
revisionist Harry Elmer Barnes would proclaim of Nineteen Eighty-Four:

eye of 'Big Brother'. This was publishec |
and was the one novel, over all his othé:

Orwell's book is the keenest and most penetrating work produced in this generatio
policy and world affairs. To discuss world affairs today without reference to Orwe

reference to Darwin!
Harry Elmer Barnes: ‘How “Nineteen Eighty-Four” Trends Threaten Amei
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Extract from ‘Why 1 Write’ by George Orwell

: From a very early age, perhaps the age of five or six, [ knew that when I grew
: Between the ages of about 17 and 24 I tried to abandon this idea, but I did
\was outraging my true nature and that sooner or later I should have to settl
:1 was the middle child of three, but there was a gap of five years on either si
ibefore [ was eight. For this and other reasons [ was somewhat lonely, and 1
‘mannerisis which made me unpopular throughout mv sciaooldays. [ had t
iup stories and holding conversations with imagin SCas, and [ think fr
‘ambitions were mixed up with the feelin ed and undervalue
twith words and a power of fac 1act~. and 1 idt that this create
'Wthh I could get my
seriously inzlil
'to half a d¢
dictation,

...l

;When [ was about 16 I suddenly discovered the joy of mere words, i.e. the s¢
iwords. The lines from Paradise Lost - :

ESO hee with difficulty and labour hard
iMoved on: with difficulty and labour hee.

‘which do not now seem to me so very wonderful, sent shivers down my back
'he' was an added pleasure. As for the need to describe things, I knew all abo
ikind of books I wanted to write, in so far as I could be said to want to write b
iwrite enormous naturalistic novels with unhappy endings, full of detailed des
‘and also full of purple passages in which words were used partly for the sake
' my first completed novel, Burmese Days, which I wrote when I was 30 but proj.

kind of book.

George Qrwell's signature
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Socio-Historical Background

From Marx to Soviet Russia

In 1848, a German philosopher called Karl Marx
with Friedrich Engels. In this pamphlet, Marx dis
society, one in which the equal distribution of w
result in all people living happily. He criticised t
Further information: httg:.//www.bicgraphy.com

QA1 2198sVnoRsis

The Communist Manifesto proved to inspire ma
Europe. Between the 1855 1860s, Marx for
capitalist gcvem r Lenin and Leon
i { n, emerged as leaders wit
‘whose real surname was Dzhugas
‘but he was still in Russia.

Further information: hite://www.biographv.com

httnd/ Swwve biography.con

While many European countries were in the process of ‘industrialisation’, Russi
farmers. This resulted in hungry, poor, unemployed Russian citizens.

In 1914, with the outbreak of World War |, Russia joined the United

Kingdom, France and Italy in the fight against Germany. However, the
Russians suffered drastically as the country supported the war effort.
Therefore, there were many minor revolts, protests and strikes.

In February 1917, Tsar Nicholas Il was overthrown by the communists. For
months Russia went through an unsettling period with a provisional
government. Meanwhile, Lenin, who was a fantastic strategist and speaker,
Stalin and Trotsky planned their next move. On 17" October 1917 they
toppled the provisional government.

Further information: http:.//www.evewitnesstohistory.com/nicholas. htm

The first years of communism were tainted with civil discontent as the Dis
formerly rich Russians were forced to part with their land and 1.
possessions to pay up a debt to the enemy as stated in the treaty at
Brest-Litovsk, Poland, in March of 1918. The Soviets formed a ‘Red )

Army’ to execute any suspected anti-coammunists,
Further information: bitp:{/www.bbc co uk/schoalsf
gesebitesize/history/mwh/russiafifeinleninsrussiarevt &

Stalin ruled 1% "25 years through terror, using the internal police force (KGB) to

fictitious) threat to his regime. Systematically since 1934 people were made to ¢
immediately executed. He also continued to use the propaganda department in
people believe in his own cause.

Stalin died in 1953, yet the Soviet Union continued as an oppressive regime whi

world and manipulated the lives of its citizens and their thoughts until the 1980s:

Animal Farm GCSE Study Guide Page 6 of 46
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Further information: http://www history.com/ftopics/ioseph-stalin

Video links: hito://www.spike.com/video/animated-soviet/2810
piff o A / /2810474 —

Part 4/4 Animated Soviet Propaganda )
( paganda) —

htto:/fwww . bicgraphy.com/people/ioseph-stalin-0491723 i
5 3

(Life of Stalin) S
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Plot Summary

&
%

i

One evening, the animals in Mr Jones’s farm gather in the big barn to hear abou e \\\\
Old Major’s dream. Old Major, a highly regarded white boar, incites the animals \\\\\\\
rebel against Mr Jones and take over the farm. He teaches the animals the song : \\ \\\\
‘Beasts of England’ which will later become the hymn of the farm. Soon afterwa \\ &
Old Major dies and the pigs begin to organise the rebellion, with Snowball, \‘\\\\\\\\
Napoleon and Squealer as their leaders. \\b\\?\\?\
Mr Jones is driven out of the farm as the ﬁan‘imals successt omplete their re \\\\&\\
control over the animals are destroyed and the § § 5
the milk disappears. \ %\\1

e

\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

Animal Farm has the b
animals decisi:
$:53

//i'

/f’///

Neighbouring farmers, Mr Pilkington and Mr Frederick, begin to worry about th
help Mr Jones invade Animal Farm. However, due to Snowball’s shrewd planning:
out. The Battle of the Cowshed becomes a national anniversary.

S
In order to improve the farm’s production, Snowball wants the animals to build \
disagrees as he prioritises food production. While they are holding a meeting for.
Napoleon’s dogs chase Snowball out of the farm. As the only leader now, Napol \\\\\
to abolish Sunday meetings and to build a windmill.
y g \\\

////@,
&

,///
/

S

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

Under Napoleon’s regime, the animals are working harder than ever yet seeing
of the windmill. Meanwhile, the pigs move into the house. A gale destroys the
blames Snowball.

As starvation hits the farm, the hens start a rebellion protesting against selling t
hens die. As usual, Snowball gets the blame for anything that goes wrong.Ina h
hens are executed. The singing of ‘Beasts of England’ is banned. A definite gloo

Squealer, Napoleon’s mouthpiece, reassures the animals that everything is fine .
increasing. The windmill is finally completed but Frederick, whom Napoleon has
the farm and blows up the windmill. Although the animals win the battle again,
and glory as there was in the Battle of the Cowshed. The pigs discover a case of
of the victory.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Winter arrives and the food becomes sca Boxer dies and is sent

of irreversible misery amongst

Years have g tY%s a new generation of animals who believe in Ani

understanc 11 e vt the older animals are not able to remember the original
Seven Comn\a®ments have been changed one by one and the system is now s
be no trace of a once glorious idea. The pigs are now walking on two legs and b
throw a party for humans, the other animals look through the window and fail t

the men.
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i® Chapter Summaries
@ B
e
Background @\\
The story is set on a farm in England. It focuses on the animals that inhabit the fa: \%\
the cruel farmer Mr Jones. The story begins one night as the farmer snores in be i\%\\\\%
the farm, calls a meeting. 5 \\\\i\\\&
- Chapter One § § §
has a dream about a \§ \\\§
= b )
\\\\\\\\\\\\\%

\\\‘\\W

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

s

\\\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

/ff///

Analysis
Old Major’s speech presents an idealistic view of a world without
humans, a world in which animals would live happily working for each
other and enjoying the fruit of their own work. This idea mirrors
Marx’s ideologies. Like in real life, these ideologies are often used for
a small group’s benefits and the reality becomes a world far from
ideal. To make this clear from the start, Orwell uses foreshadowing in
Old Major’s speech: ‘And remember also that in fighting against Man,
we must not come to resemble him.’

A,
th

///%

/.«?’
ff/’f

P
A

After the speech, the animals are filled with a sense of pride and the
conviction that everything is possible if they work as a team and fight
for their beliefs. The reader, however, would be slightly more
sceptical if they reflect on Orwell’s subtle foreshadowing.

choosei:
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PROTECTED
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Chapter One: Useful Quotations and Language Analysis

‘...comrades, what is the nature of this life of ours? Let us face it: our lives are
miserable, laborious, and short.” (Page 15)

This is a clear example of Old Major’s rhetoric. In this quotation we can
see a rhetorical question, first person plural, a group of three and emotive
language (in this case, negative adjectives). Old Major is cleverly trying to
convince fellow animals to rebel against Mr Jones.

‘Aned vemember also that in fighting against Man, wie must not come to resemble him.

1.
2.
already it was mpossnbie to say which was which' 3
‘Beasts of England, beasts of Ireland,
Beasts of every land and clime,
Hearken to my joyful tiding 4
Of the golden future time.” (Page 19) :
This is the last verse of the song that Old Major teaches the other 5.
animals. The whole song encourages a revolution as it stirs the
emotions of the animals. The words ‘every land’, ‘joyful’ and ‘golden p
future time’ carry the promise of an ideal world, full of unity, happiness )
and great expectations for the future.
This song and the ideals stirred by it become a threat to Napoleon later 5
on in the novel; therefore Squealer changes it into a chant that praises )
Napoleon, erasing the optimistic spirit of the original version.

=W’ uestion 5
e the persuasive techniques used by Old Major in his speech.

Animal Farm GCSE Study Guide Page 10 of 46
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Chapter Two

Major dies peacefully in his sleep. Three months pass, in which the animals secr:
out their revolution. Three pigs in particular come to the fore: Napoleon, a fierc
Snowhball, an inventive and intelligent animal, and Squealer, who could talk the
a donkey. They turn Major's ideas into a philosophy: Animalism. Meanwhile, Mr
been neglecting the farm, so the animals savagely attack him; both he and his w
flee. The rebellion is complete! The animals burn all of the whips and reins that
repressed them with, and paint Seven Commandments on the wall of the farm t&
most importantly that ‘ali animals are equal’. -

Analysis
After Old Major dies, the pigs emergm
revolution. We already see t
However at this po'

Despite the care ul planning, the revolution happens suddenly and the animals,
get rid of Jones and his wife. There is a sense of achievement and general elatior;:
will consider the animals’ cause as a fair and just one. =

Perhaps one of the most poignant moments of this chapter is the burning of all
discipline as it symbolises the end of a tyrannous era and the beginning of a ne
feeling does not last, as the mystery of the milk at the end of the chapter lets th
regime is not at all as open and honest as the animals expected.

Chapter Two: Useful Quotations and Language Analysis

‘His men were idle and dishonest, the fields were full of weeds,” ... ‘and
the animals were underfed.” (Page 25)

As the animals are preparing for the rebellion, Orwell describes the
misery of the farm in vivid detail. Again, man is seen as a blemished
creature who neglects his duties and makes nature suffer for it. In
these lines, we can clearly see how Orwell criticises social inequality
and the mistreatment of workers, in this case, the animals.

... the bits, the nosexings, the dogchains’.. ‘the vubbish fite which was burning in the y

After describing the revolution and the cowardly escamﬂ
animals got rid of all the instruments of torture
detailed list is-very effective as it highliak
at the time. in these lines we r,
forced to lose their d :

and Mrs Jones, O
ne previously used by
ediom and the sense of triumpé§
pathy that Orwell felt for the mist

Active Learning Task

The Animal Times Front Page

Design the front page of The Animal Times
featuring the rebellion and write the feature
article. Add images with captions and an ‘in this
issue’ column with other headlines that would
feature inside the newspaper, e.g. ‘Down with
torture, down with discipline’.
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fDiscussion Prompts
1. The three pigs seem to represent the Communist leaders. Who represents who? :
As the novel develops, try fo find out which pig represents Stalin, which pig represent;
not believe that they represent specific historical people, try to follow which themes o

i

g

\\\\
r -
4 \\\\

\\\\\

2. The leaders of the 'Animalists’ try to dissuade the other animals from believing in "Su
this fit in with the communist view of religion?

./{’

3. Boxer and Clover, the carthorses, are the most faithful disciples of '"Animalism’. : \\\\\\&\\g
Do you find their loyalty touchingé What do they represent? gl

? Eama

o

4. There ars mony condifions that allow Mr Jonas's form to get.inta such a state of

disrepalr as to facifitate the success of the rebellion. A pensive lawsuit, a \
the buildings start falling apart, the other fcsrm v “lazy and self- §\ %
serving, and the onimals remain unfed. ! ttual history of how the 5 \ %\%
Russian Revolution became pasE e Tsar's role, the rofe of World \\\\\\\\\\\\\§
War One, and the ¢ i

\\\‘\\W

hebude‘sfrucfion of Mr Jones's whips, reins and saddles. ..

/ff///

s

\\\\\g\

= -
Essay question sy
How does Orwell make the rebellion against Mr Jones and his expul \

A,
th

///%

T

= ————— -

passage? :
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— g \&\'\

\\\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

,,///////
i
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Chapter Three

The animals gather in their first harvest with great success: there was never so
particular Boxer, the huge workhorse, labours long and hard. However, a rivalry
the two most important pigs, Napoleon and Snowball. Some of the animals, esp
to remember all seven commandments, so Napoleon shortens them to one sen
bad'. Worryingly, the pigs, who are the cleverest of the animals, are now in tota
the milk and apples should be for them only.

Analysis
Although the rebellion had been powered by Otd
|deals of equairty, thxs chapter shows the u

Active Learning
Success story

positive atmospl

Write an article
when you felt su
atmosphere such

There is a clear example of indoctrination when the sheep
are made to learn the motto that comprises the commandments, 'Four legs goo
become one of the pillars of Napoleon’s propaganda.

The emerging rivalry between Napoleon and Snowball adds to the readers’ une
the animals’ striving to achieve the utopian animal society described by Old Maj

Chapter Three: Useful Quotations and Langua®:: Analysis

Fe others. With their
ime the leadership,’

‘The pigs did not actually work, but cmeaed a

superior knowledge it was natural ¢

sand short, straightforward sentences, Orwell tells
he idea that ‘all animals are equal’ is not sustainable. The
word naturar “in this quotation makes this sudden change go unnoticed on
first read. The whole description of the events at the beginning of this
chapter is full of such subtleties.

‘All through that summer the work on the farm went like clockwork.” ... ‘produced by t
(Page 33)

Animal Farm GCSE Study Guide Page 13 of 46
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When describing life on the farm without Man, Orwell paints an idyllic vision. In
positive phrases such as ‘clockwork’, ‘happy’, ‘every mouthful’, ‘positive pleasur¢
everything is too good to be true. This idea continues throughout the chapter a
uneasiness amongst the animals and towards the end of the chapter we see that
other animals but are in fact leaders who enjoy benefits such as milk and apples::

‘Four legs good, two legs bad!’ (Page 38)

This quotation could be described as a turning point in the novel. The comman
this statement so that the rules can be understood and memorised by all anim
significance of this change lies in what has been lost in the reduction of the co
the novel that most of the animals will forget the other ndments theref
understand exactly how Napoleon is manipulatin rwll was against pr
elite classes abused language to control : e Seven Commandme
that with time, towards the end i prove to be fairly meaningless..:

Read crbouf how hard Boxer works. In light of whut happens later in the novel, do yc
Discuss the possibility that Boxer represents the hard-working Russian people; what
was up to them to work harder to make amends.

2. Account for Mollie's behaviour. How does she fit into Orwell’s allegory?

3.  What does the animals’ flag remind you of¢

4.  What parts of the animal’s new society are good?

5. What bad elements are emerging?

6.  How do you think the rivalry between Snowball and Napoleon will develop? Put this

7.  What is your personal response fo the behaviour of the pigsé¢ Were they right fo rec
are they already acting manipulatfively?

Essay question
How does Orwell show the reader that from the early moments of
that suggest that Animalism could fail?
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Chapter Four

Meanwhile, news of the rebellion has spread to all the animals in the country. Fa:

and several other men armed with sticks, to try and recapture the farm. The ani

In particular Snowball the pig and Boxer the horse fight magnificently. Napoleon

the humans are forced to give up. After the 'Battle of the Cowshed' the pigs aw
with medals.

Analysis

This is a very interesting chapter as the animals get tf

that has to héppén.

Chapter Four: Useful Quotations and Language Analysis

‘“He’s dead,” said Boxer said sorrowfully.” (Page 44)

War is war. The only good haoman being is a dead one.” {Snowball} (Page 45)

‘At the griiteside Snowball made a little speech, emphasising the need for all animals tc:!

need be.” (Page 45)

There is irony in Snowball’s words as it is clear that although the animals though
farm, they were truly fighting for the pigs and their cause. This links to the previ
most of the animals do not quite understand the philosophy of Animalism but h
has lost the true essence of Old Major’s teachings. Reading between these lines
manipulative speeches and totalitarian communism.

Animal Farm GCSE Study Guide Page 15 of 46

i

g

\
\.‘\\\\

-

\\\\\\\

\\\\\‘\
\\\\\

\““\\

&\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

-p
i

/////f%
T

B

//y
//7//

A,
W g

%
/

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

0g

Education




Discussion Prompts

1. ‘Rumours of a wonderful farm... continued to circulate in vague and distorted forms. R
Is the farm really wonderful? Link this to the perception certain members of the Iower; S
Soviet Russia. \@\\\\*‘\\\

. S

2. What do the farms of Mr Pilkington and Mr Frederick represent? Other countries? If \\b\\‘\: N

they so scared of what happened on Animal Farmg Link this fo its historical and politi:: i\\\\\&‘ %\Q\\\

e

3. What do you make of the way in which the fale of Animal Farm spreads rapidly fo o; \\§
about the tune 'Beasts of England’. Explain what this represents historically. \\\\_
e

4.  Why do you think Orwell included the invasion of the farm by Jones and his men? ® =
that it was Boxer above alf who farced the refrect \@\

5. s it notable that Napoleon takes no po; k- '\\\\ﬁ
s
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Chapter Five

Mollie, a vain horse who had never really been
enthusiastic about the rebellion, leaves the farm.
Meanwhile, the rivalry between Snowball and
Napoleon is becoming dangerous. The biggest
disagreement they have is over whether to build a
windmill to supply them with power. It is decided to
put it to a vote, Snowhall is clearly in the right, and it
is obvious that he will win. But just before the vote,
Napoleon makes a signal, and several fierce dogs rush
in. He has kept the dogs secretly and trained the '
be his bodyguard. At Napoleon’s sign

i
after alli Squ¥&ier, working for Napoleoen, convinces

the animais that it had really been Napoleon who had
made plans for the building, whereas we know it was
not him at all!

Analysis
In this chapter, the animals’ world is turned upside

down again; however, this time it is not for the best.

The difference is that this time it is not their own doing Active Learning Tas
but Napoleon’s and his guards, the dogs. The reader, Social Media

. . Design Snowball’s Fa
who would have noticed the signs all along, would be Instagram account. M
sorry for the trusting, innocent animals. character’s feelings a

through the use of pic
Napoleon emerges as a tyrant straight away but his
terrible deeds are covered up by Squealer and his
powerful rhetoric. The animals have no choice but to

Animal Farm.

OR

believe what is being said to them and to carry on Design a series of Instis

followers’ comments tl

working in the name of Animalism, a philosophy that
share at the time in 1

will become more an excuse than an ideology.

There is a very clear contrast in the language used by Orwell before and after th
point, the language chosen by the writer becomes more and more violent to illu
worse in the farm.

tweets, etc. until the tirgy
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Chapter Five: Useful Quotations and Language Analysis

‘It had come to be accepted that the pigs, who were manifestly cleverer

than the other animals, should decide all questions of farm policy...’
(Page 50)

‘No one believes more firmly than Comrade Napoleon that all animals are equal.’ ... ‘aé

(Page 56)

After Snowball’s expulsion from the farm, Squealer becomes the voice of Napole
the other animals down as he is able to turn every argument against Napoleon
guotation shows clear examples of persuasive techniques used by Squealer: th
guestions and emotive language. Orwell is exemplifying how dictators used rhe
justify their terrible behaviour.

Discussion Prompts
1. What is your reaction fo Mollie¢

2. Carefully monitor the rift befween the fwo main pigs as it widens. Do you accept that:
the other Trotsky? Which is which? How significant is it that the sheep follow Napol

3. In light of this chapfer, who do you think would make the better leader: Snowball or £

4.  What do you think the windmill represents? The industrialisafion of the USSR?

police?

6.  Rewd the histarical notes, particularly about Stalin exiling 3 . What light does

7.t was noticed that the dogs wagged Hh ;
Mr Jones.,” Can you predict what ‘ Napoleon and his ruling class of pi

8. Major's skull is parg nly. Does this remind yau of Lenin's mausoleum in £

’ y meetings and to build the windmill ofter oll. Discuse this propaganda i

10. s this chapter a turning point¢ Are we witnessing the birth of a police state

5. Napoleon ulfimately has to resorf to the use of his dogs to defeaf Snowball. What dc

on in the same way as the i

er eusily convinces ail the animals of the righteousness of Napoleq: :

Essay question
Explore Napoleon's behaviour throughout this chapter.
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Chapter Six

The animals begin work on the windmill, and strive long and hard all year. The wi
is very tough, and they work extremely long hours, but it seems all worthwhile
that they know they are working for themselves. Napoleon decides that the ani
must start trading some of their produce in order to get machinery for the mill
even though one of the original agreements was that they would never deal wit
humans. But Napoleon denies such an agreement was made and Squealer conv
the animals that the rule against trading was made up by Snowball before his
expulsion. A solicitor, Mir Whymper, starts visiting the farm regularly to organise
trade. Meanwhile, all the pigs move into the farmho e the fact that th
had been forbidden in the original commandme ersecretly alters the
commandments with paint to allow t ere is a great storm, and t
windmill they worked so hard on. e animals despair, but Napoleon
blames Snowball agam st have crept in and destroyed it. Work be
on anothery 3

Analysis
Now that Napoleon is completely in charge, his tyranny begins. He unscrupulou
Animalism, blaming Snowball when the other animals raise doubts or using Squ
persuades others that everything is fine. This mirrors the use of propaganda in S

Like the Russian working class, the animals work extremely hard and
against all adversities to build the windmill. Therefore, when it collapses,
the reader shares the animals’ despair. Although the destruction of the
windmill was entirely caused by an unavoidable weather phenomenon,
Napoleon uses this opportunity to instil hatred against Snowball among the
animals who once worshipped him. Orwell cleverly shows how tyrants
never miss an opportunity to change truths to serve their own intentions.
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Chapter Six: Useful Quotations and Language Analysis

‘This work was strictly voluntary, but any animal who absented himself from it would

have his rations reduced by half.’ (Page 61)

The animals are working harder than ever, even on Saturday afternoons. The =
use of the word ‘voluntary’ is quite ironic as the reader by now knows that only
the pigs make decisions. Orwell has filled this chapter with ironic remarks to mak
more obvious, highlighting how they have come to change the original ideals o
be drawn between the events in this chapter and the aftermath of the Russian

‘The advantage of only having to feed themselves, and not
great that it would have taken a lot of failures to cve

‘He assured that the resolution against engaging in trade’... ‘lies circulated by Snowball%

Squealer’s rhetoric comes into play again to put the animals’ minds at rest. He u
animals that they were wrong about the ‘resolution against engaging with trade’.:
as a traitor and using his, by now much despised, name to be held responsible fc
causes a sense of uneasiness in the farm.

Discussion Prompts
1. Read the first paragraph of Chapter Six. Does this strike you as bitter or ironic? In

2. Do you find the description of Boxer working tragic¢ He has had fo do far much m
under Mr Jones, but he bears it willingly, living by his slogans 'l will work harder' and:;
this to the fragedy of the Russian people during the fwentieth century. =

3. How are the animals losing touch with their original commandments¢ How can NapoIeA ‘

4.  What are the perceptions of the outside world about Animal Farm nowé How is this p;
grudging respect many felt for the USSR during the Cold War?

5. Discuss how the Seven Cammandrents have begun fo change. Is the old utopian An

6.  Discuss in o group the now familior cotchphrose, ‘sur ou wishes fo see J

ame Snowbuall for the destruction of

Essay question
How does Orwell use the character of Squealer to convey his ideas oi
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Chapter Seven

The winter that follows is especially bitter and food starts to become scarce. Ye
Napoleon conceals these shortages from the outside world. To pay for the mac
lay many more eggs to sell. The hens refuse, and as a protest start breaking all t
crushes the rebellion by withholding food from the hens — four starve to death i
Meanwhile, Squealer makes up even more lies about Snowball. He alleges that
battle, and had even tried to betray them. Many of the animals remain unconvi
them over. Then one day, Napoleon calls
all the animals to a meeting. He
announces that many of the animals have
been plotting against them, and are in
league with Snowball. Napoleon's dog:
publicly execute three hens, three:
and a goose. Napoleon
with terror.

& workhorse,
is shaken ar? 3. She can't understand
how their idé¥®&5ciety has gone so wrong.
As the final insult, 'Beasts of England’ is
banned as an anthem.

Analysis

This chapter is probably the most violen
Napoleon’s tyranny at its most cruel. Na
the hens rebel. A kind leader would have:}
Napoleon chooses to ignore them, leavin
way to teach others a lesson. Not happy
to the executions. The scene in which th
executed is described in gory detail, leav
the likes of Napoleon and helplessness f

Active Learning Task

Oh the horror!

The ‘tale of confessions and

executions’ is described as a
horrific scene. Find words or
phrases that help Orwell create
this atmosphere of terror.

Study the words and phrases you
have selected. What connotations In the meantime, Squealer continues to

have they got? What effect \ and to justify Napoleon’s deeds. This pro
would they have on the reader? terror inflicted by Napoleon and his dog
pigs’ dictatorial government.

Chapter Seven: Useful Quotations and Language Analysis

If a window was broken or a drain was blocked 1up, someon: ertain to say that

Snowball had come in the night and done it..." (Page

‘ne animals are struggling to

ms to be going downhill. Snowball has
bidmed on him. Napoleon continues to use Squea
g as the silliest incidents are blamed on Snowball. We
.'nd Stalin, who used Trotsky as a scapegoat.

The weather has become harsh and
keep up with their work. A
everything thoggoe
animals; hi! j
Napoleon tt

‘And so the tale of confessions and executions went on, until there were a pile of corps&%
air was heavy with the smell of blood’ (Page 78) -

This quotation is quite dramatic. Orwell’s description creates a horrific picture:
before a pile of slaughtered animals. The ‘smell of blood” makes the horror more
positive ideas of Animalism have been corrupted and a reign of terror has taken &
society. This is another clear allegory to what happened in the USSR. -
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‘If she [Clower] herself had had any picture of the future’ ... ‘no one dared speak his mir;

Towards the end of the chapter, Orwell reminds the reader of the original idea

., . e
Major’s dream. He uses Clover, an old, knowledgeable mother figure, who wou

now, like many others, too frail and scared to stand up for the ideals. Orwell shos \\\\\\\\

way of twisting ideals and ruling through terror. The contrast between the bruta; \\\\

the chapter and Clover’s calm, yet, upsetting thoughts leave the reader with a se \\\ Q\\\\
Orwell has cleverly begun to achieve his purpose. \\ \\\

Discussion Prompts
1. Discuss Nopoleon's decision to hide the food shortag
what you know about Stafinist Russia?

~m from the oufsid

\\\

f the hens. Waould you agree that his \\\\\\\\\\\\\\
n, link back to the real history of the USSR. ——

e
\\\\\\\\

//////f%
a4

2.  Napoleon shows raw brutality
o dictatorship, buttressa

B

//i'

. s

4, Squealer rewrites the history of the Battle of the Cowshed, giving Napoleon a heroic' \\%
your feeling fowards Napoleon at this point in the novel¢ \\\\

5. What do You' think of Squealer's persuasive abilities? Look at the techniques he uses f \%\\\\\‘\\\\\
Napoleon's righteousness. & o

6. What is your reaction to Napoleon's 'show trial’ and the bloodshed that follows2 Exa:
made all the more poignant by Boxer's remedy: ‘The solution, as | see it, is fo work

7.  Clover realises that the picture of the future she and the rest of the animals had in m

opposite of their reality. Yet still Clover cannot even think of rebelling. What light &\\\\\\\\s
and on the desires and tragedies of the Russian people as a whole during the twenfi \\\\

\\\\\\{\\

8.  What do you think about the abolition of 'Beasts of England'2 Does this signify the
its replacement, 'Animal Farm, Never Through Me Shalt Thou Come to Harm' strike

Essay question
Explore Napoleon's use of violence and threats in this chapter to mai
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Chapter Eight

i

Some of the animals, still shaken by the slaug .

) . R
another commandment: 'no animal shall kill a %\\\\
been secretly altered. Work continues on the i
and finally, by a tremendous, exhausting effor} i‘ \\\§
now needs is the machinery to make it work. 13 \\\;‘i\\\\&
sell a pile of wood to a neighbouring farmer, Mr Frederick. There were two farm ' \\\\\%
bidding for it, Frederick and Pilkington but Napcleon settles on the former. They - s
paid in notes. But then, horror of horrors, it is discovered that the notes are § Gon
forgeries, Worse still, Frederick invades the farm. But thiz there are 15 me %\\\\\&\\
with six guns — much more sericus that Mr lones at'invasion. The ani §\ §
are beaten back, untii they cower in thai watch as Frederick and his b -‘%
men use explosives to blast theyv. Sy suffered so much to build from th \\\\\\\\\\\\\\§

e

7

face of the earth. With
—and thousg

e animals charge toward the men for revet
a, Fredenck and his men are beaten and have to runi;

//i'

dear life. TH have won the battle but at a great cost. %
S
. s
Analysis \\\\\
This is a tragic chapter; despite the animals’ hard - - \\\
. . S . Active Learning Task
work, their new windmill is destroyed again. The £ Song Writing -
. . . . . =] R
windmill symbolises their fruitless struggle; whatever Reread the two main soné §\§
they do, they cannot build and keep something. England’, sung by Maijor § §

Napoleon', by Minimus (
lyrics to your own song s

\\\\\

It seems that each time they do achieve something,

,///

Farm. It may be another
they do it at a great cost. This is seen in the battle, spread allegiance to the \\\\\\@
which is won by the furious animals, but so many of compose a song in favo \\\\\\\\\3
them were wounded and bloodily killed that it did tribute to Napoleon him \\\\\

not seem like a victory. In Chapter Four, Orwell had wish to write in a similar
perhaps you want to wr

described a battle in great detail, with words and Either way, the most imp
phrases that highlighted the animals’ victory. This very convincing. Try to 1
time, the details are sparse and there is no sense other animals fo your po
Of greatneSS. ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;

i

x\\\\\\

&

It is also interesting to note that ev
terrible life, they became distraug
leaving them. Like the Russian peo
accustomed to their gloomy life, th
better life.

Active Learning Task

‘When the battle’s lost and won’
The animals won both the Battle of the
Cowshed and the Battle of the Windmill,
but which of the two victories felt more
of a victary 1o the animals? Write an
essay giving reasons far your opinien. In
your answer you should consider:
. The events in each b
. The ammuls ga
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Chapter Eight: Useful Quotations and Language Analysis

‘There were times when it seemed to the animals that they worked longer hours and

fed no better than they had done in Jones’s day.’ (Page 83)

Before this chapter, there was a sense of resignation and acceptance amongst
the animals, based on the thought that whatever happened, they would never
be worse off than under Mr Jones’s orders. This quotation marks a significant m
animals are losing the only ‘hope’ they had, losing the pride of fighting for a cau
them to the revolution are now forgotten.

Tt was ¢ savage, biteer battle, {Page 91)

‘They had won, but they were weary and hle

Orwell described the Battls in less detail than the Battle of the C
Although thi ed a victory, it lacks the feeling of glory and pri
battle agaii & bnef negative language in these quotattcns contrasts w

that the days of glory for Ammai Farm are over, just as they were for Stalin and

‘A cry of lamentation went up.’ (Page 94)

‘With tears in their eyes they asked one another what they should do if their Leader we

Towards the end of the chapter, the animals believe Napoleon is dying when he
poisoning. We can see in the words ‘cry’, ‘lamentation’ and ‘tears’ that the anim
irony again, this time to expose Napoleon’s ignorance. These quotations almost
who have become so used to Napoleon’s regime that they fail to see a future w
know that they would be better off with Jones or any other.

7
Discussion Prompts
1. The animals see, or think they see, that there were good reasons for killing the 'fraifOff

the animals, and how easily they are manipulated. As usual, fit this info Orwell’s widet;

2. Examine how a 'cult of personality’ arises around Napoleon. Does he deserve such pr

3.  What does the description of Frederick's farm remind you of2 Nazi Germany?

4. Do you find it unfair that the mill be named ‘Napoleon Mill'2 Link this to such showpief
building of 'Stalingrad’,

wri to Nazi Germaris
€ Link this fo the no

5. Given that we hdve already seen the resemblance of Fres
Napoleor changes his mind and forges ar alli
and Hitler in 1939, What do you think,

6. Examine the many p
of the fact that |

Essay question ;
Compare Orwell's use of language when describing the battle in this::
used to describe the battle in Chapter Four. -
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Chapter Nine

It is decided to rebuild the windmill yet again. As usual, Boxer does the hardest
weaker, and has a serious cracked hoof. Many of the animals (apart from the p
he refuses. It is another harsh winter, and food is even scarcer so rations are re
animals are reassured by Squealer, who tells them repeatedly how much bette
been under Jones. Even though food is scarce, the pigs start devoting more res
Then one evening, while working extra hard, Boxer collapses. Napoleon promis
humans and taken to the vet. A van.comes to take him away but, to the animal
'Alfred Simmonds, Horse Slaughterer’. Boxer has not been taken to be treated,
for glue. The pigs spend the morey on whisky — and con
wicked crime unnoticed.

Analysis :
This is probably t_f\e e rciwing chapter of the story as Boxer, the
faithful har ‘ sent to be mercilessly ki‘lied when heis old

could to p!ease the leaders he worked t:relessly under the motto ‘l will
work harder’ and his loyalty was reflected in his belief that ‘Napoleon is
always right’. Despite such beliefs, his efforts were hardly ever
acknowledged or praised and when he needed help (when he was
wounded and weak), he was discarded in the most cruel possible way.
By this point, the reader will feel nothing but contempt for the likes of
Napoleon. With the simple but powerful descriptions of the events in
this chapter, Orwell manages to expose fully the failings of a dictatorial .
regime. The simplicity in the language he has used highlights how
helpless and hopeless the situation is; the animals’ fate has been
decided and there is nothing they can do about it.

P50 00D

L o]
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Chapter Nine: Useful Quotations and Language Analysis

‘A too rigid equality in rations, Squealer explained, would have been contrary to the
principles of Animalism.” (Page 97)

Again, Squealer’s eloquence convinces the animals that things are better than
they think and that there is nothing wrong with the pigs’ and dogs’ rations

being more than those of the rest of the animals. Orwell uses juxtaposition by
combining the words ‘too rigid’ and ‘equality’. With this, he is showing again hov
the true meaning of the word ‘equality’, a term, however, much used in their sp¢
of Orwell using irony.

elcisomething called Spo:

7 (Page 100)

‘Napoleon had commanded that once a week thne ¢
march round the precincts of the farm in m

Orwell uses irony again. Hz ese “Spon‘taneous Demonstrations’ Wi

in ‘military foza

‘But alas! his strength had left him; and in a few moments the sounds of drumming h

(Page 105)

As he is being taken to the slaughterhouse, Boxer tried to get out of the van. H
abandoned him. This is possibly the saddest episode in the story, as the most be;
farm is taken away because he is simply not useful anymore. Orwell describes t
of emotive language. He wants the reader to fully understand the brutality and
regimes. Dictators did not even care for the people who believed in them the m
worked extremely hard for the regime died abandoned, their tireless and selfles

r
Discussion Prompts

1. ‘The animals knew that life nowadays was harsh and bare, that they were often hun

were usually working when they were not asleep. But doubtless it had been worse in

the animals in a group; and link this discussion to the tragedy of the people of USSR. :

2. There are many ways illustrated in this chapter in which Napoleon puts the other anims
supply his luxuries, of which beer production is the most obvious. But the animals stil
old days: ‘there were more songs, more speeches, more processions.” Look at the iro

3. Llook too at the deep irony of the statement that ‘the animals found if comforting to
were truly their own masters and that the work they did was for their own benefif’.

4. Boxer is getting thinner, and locking decidedly unhe {oes this signify ab

people after many years of serving Staling

If any mel‘cphor could expres -utality of Stalin's regime, it is Boxer's:

Essay question
How does Orwell make the passage when Boxer gets sent to the slatt

e o o B P B B
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Chapter Ten

Years pass. Many of the new animals have little knowledge of the rebellion at al
it. The farm is more prosperous now — the windmill is complete, and two new fi
the animals receive less food than ever — apart from the pigs, who live in luxury
on his hind legs. Then all of the pigs walk out in procession on their
hind legs too — in strict contrast to the 'two legs bad' rule! The sheep,
taught by Squealer, begin a new chant: 'Four legs good, two legs
better'! Worse still, Clover and Benjamin the donkey see a new
alteration to the commandments: ‘All animals are equal. But some

which one farmer points out that Nap do more work

R nd some other animals
peep through the wind from pig to man, and from man
to pig — but, dssible to tell which is which,

Analysis
This final chapter describ
animals; they are now liv

Active Learning Task
From pigs to humans
At the end of the novel, animals find it difficult to tell
the difference between the human beings and the
pigs. Make a list of human traits that Orwell has
given the pigs in this particular passage and in the
rest of the novel.

against all those years ag
have become almost hu

Chapter Ten: Useful Quotations and Language Analysis

‘Only old Benjamin professed to remember’ ... ‘the unalterable law of life.” (Page 111)

Orwell uses the old donkey as his mouthpiece, voicing his own disappointment
be easily corrupted. The word ‘unalterable’ in this quotation highlights the resig
animals. The revolution has almost been forgotten or even worse, proven to be
speech with ideals of freedom and an idyllic world has been muted forever.

‘All animals are equal but some animals are more equal than others.” (Page 114)
The commandments have been changing to suit the pigs’ regime. Orwell has sh

twisted ideas for their own benefit throughout the story. This last rule is the ulti
completely lost its meaning.

‘The ereatrives outside ioof\ec fwm pigto s : nto pig,
and fram pig to man again; mpombfe to say Active Lea
P % Oral

which was which

The last w¢ 1};9 e ribvel show how the supposed leaders of a given in fro
revolution hXuecome as horrifying as the villains that ;Zi';'?:jl:ld
prompted it. Orwell finishes his novel with an ironic remark that e What
leaves the reader thinking that ideals can easily be corrupted. Farm?
After the uplifting speech of Old Major in chapter One and the * Anim

success of the revolution in Chapter Two, the story starts to : i°cxoem

spiral into a tale of corruption and horror that leaves the reader
with an irreversible sense of disappointment. Orwell himself had
been a believer in socialist ideals but was disenchanted when But °f cour
totalitarian regimes took these ideals and infected them. own ideas.

regime, one that is worse:}
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Discussion Prompts
1. What do you make of the development of the farm over the novel¢ Are the animals
under Farmer Jones¢

i
W

G

2. Do you find it strange that, despite all their hardship, all of the animals still swell wifk% \‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
flag, and hear the ceremonial gun? What does this tell you about human nature? o T

3.  What do you think Old Major would have made of the society that has arisen on Ami% &\\\\\\§
&

4.  Explain why Squealer walking on his hind legs is so significant, N
‘ s

o : R

5. The sheep bleaf in unison: ‘Four legs good. Two legs betfer!” Comment on this as a d B
sodiety that Old Major hod dreamed of. @\\\‘\K\‘\

6. ‘Albanimals ore equal. Buf some are hers.” Perhaps the most mem ko §w
the effectiveness of this phrase fimate end of the animals’ dreams, wi \\\\\\\\\\\\\\%
bitter. Examine how ntained within it increases the impact of the b
N

7. Look méton's joke: *If you hove your lower animals to confend wi \%\\\\\\\\
whai s phrase bluntly sum up the conflict of the entire work and hint af 1 & §

2

\\\\\\\\\\\

k: 5
W

i

o
e

whosRg® Mad built Animal Farm in the first place?

8.  Pilkington says enthusiastically that the animals under Napoleon's control do more wi
country. Bearing this in mind, examine the tofal failure of communism to do what it

9. Read the final three pages several times, and make a list of the things that Napoleon% SR
with the original ethos of Animal Farm. = § b

10. 'The crfeofures oufs:dc'a looked fr.om’ pig to man, and from man fo. pig, and frorn pig @\\\\\\\
impossible to say which was which.” Discuss in groups how the principles of Animalism \\Q\? |
and how the pigs are as cruel and wicked as the humans ever were. \ \§

11. What do you think George Orwell's personal opinions were on the following? &\\\\\\\S
(@) Communism N

o

(b) Stalinism i

i
&\\\\\

Essay question
Discuss Orwell’s use of irony in this chapter.
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& Characterisation
Q)

N
Characterisation: the way characters are presented in a story.

gy
%\\\\
Napoleon L
N . . . . \\\x \\\\\
apoleon is described as a rather fierce Berkshire Boar — not much of a talker, &x
- . W'e
Although reasonable at the beginning of the fable, he rapidly becomes corrupt s
After expelling Snowball he assumes complete control, ruling the farm under w \§
the fable progresses we see him becoming more ruthless — resorting to show t s
regime. He uses dogs as a 'secret police’, and justifies wicked decisions with ev 2R
Towards the end of the novel we see him at the forefro \\\\\\
Q‘\:
closely. By the end of the book Napoleon has be \ %\\
fickle and cruel version of Mr lones. 5
imagine. We see him contributz: ‘ \\\\\\\\\\\\\§
with passion is the rea _ R
guard dogs g \\\\\\\\\

and cruelty s ly reminiscent of

Stalin in'm e B ; \

. . o i \\\\\\ S
the Russian dictator. But it is \\\\\\
testament to the universality of \\\\\
Napoleon's character that he is also
relevant to a much historically wider § \

range of figures —from the old, such
as his namesake Napoleon Bonaparte,

to the recent, such as Slobodan \ \\
MiloSevi¢ or Saddam Hussein. Power \\@
corrupts. Absolute power corrupts e

G
absolutely. \\\\

Kk\

x\\\\\\

Active Learning Task

% The Trial of Napoleon
As a class, divide into groups of four. Each group must choose one member to play Napé
Squealer, and two members to play barristers for the prosecution. The barristers may
wish. You are to act out a hypothetical trial, in which Napoleon stands accused of crim
and Squealer must work together to plan their defence, and perhaps draft some spee
prosecution must do the same. Then each group must carry out their trial in front of the
whole class acts as jury and votes on the guilt of Napoleon. By the end, having watche
verdicfs, the class should have a really solid grasp on the issues surrounding Napoleon'
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Snowball

Snowball is described as a vivacious pig, quick with speech and inventive. Along v
the two pigs who take the forefront following the rebellion. They seem to be the
animals’ new society. But whereas Napoleon is ruthless and self-serving, Snowb .
It seems that he genuinely has the best interests of the farm at heart. He comes
instance forming animal committees, or suggesting a windmill. As the time goes
an evermore serious rivalry with Napoleon. Eventually, when he is exiled by Nap
generous and forward-thinking form of Animalism is lost completely, leaving his
totalitarian state. Napoleon uses Snowball for a scapegoat whenever he makes
weeds overgrow a crop, Snowball is blamed. Eventually Snowball is written out ¢
altogether —in particular, Napoleon denies that he ever took nart in the Battle o}

Trotsky:

Leon Trotsky %
was Sngy

Active Learning Task
2  Short Story

Write a short story, imagining that Snowball had become leader and not Napoleon. If y
number of years, so that it studies how Animal Farm develops. Will the windmill get built2
the pigs live in luxury as they do under Napoleon? Will the farm be ruled by terror as it
will its inhabitants enjoy? These are all things to consider in your work.

Active Learning Task
(=] Snowball’s Lett
Imagine tho:ge¥lk-c Jand having been exiled you are living at Foxwood Farm
of the bad «ppwénmg at Animal Farm — o place that you once loved and had the
the animals 1\ o tyrant Napoleon is, you write an apen letter to them. Werite this lett
a bad leader, “and what he is doing so wrong. Try to explain that you were never a trait
the way forward. Perhaps you could suggest some sort of rebellion? Above all, make it v
a criminal, and is far from the 'Friend of the Fatherless' that he is seen as.
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Squealer

Squealer comes into the limelight after Napoleon snatches total power, as his 'pE

a small fat pig, with very round cheeks and twinkling eyes, all swift nimble move
is a brilliant talker — some of the animals say that he could turn black into white.
skipping from side to side and whisking his tail when asked difficult questions — &
very persuasive. Squealer is Napoleon’s right-hand man — by the end of the book
all, it is Squealer who makes all his announcements. Squealer is a propaganda m
animals completely deceived throughout — in particular, demonising Snowball. S
disparity between the lifestyles of the pigs and their rulers, using lies and false st
need for the dictators of totalitarian regimes
to use rhetoric and oratory to maintain
control. He could be compared to the
propaganda department in Lenin's
governmernt, which continued to lie ¢,

better' slogan, which drastically changes the
meaning of the commandments) to
overcomplicating them (cite his explanation
of why Napoleon had changed his mind about
the windmill).

Boxer

Boxer is the most noble and hard-working of the animals on the farm. A giant w¢

enormous beast, nearly eighteen hands high, and as strong as any two ordinary
stripe down his nose gives him a somewhat stupid appearance. It is true that he
in the farm, but he makes up for that with ‘his steadiness of character and treme
can be seen to represent the exploited Russian people, or the working class. Like:
naive trust in his leaders, coupled with a huge determination and capacity to wo
he seems to walk into exploitation, totally unable to see even the most blatant ¢
Russian people, ends up being far more exploited by his new rulers than by thos
is the final illustration of his cruel betrayal by the leaders to whom he gave his h
sympathetic to Boxer than any other character — throughout the book Orwell en
The book is his tragedy, as the century was Russia's.

A Russian peasant in the
early twentieth century
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Major
Old Major, or Major, is the wise old pig who first suggests the rebellion. He is a
described as a 12-year-old and rather stout creature. He is a rather 'majestic-looks
benevolent appearance'. While still alive he is -
extremely highly regarded by the other animals on S
the farm. It is he who first has a wonderful dream v . r
about a land without human beings and he who
inspires the animals to rebel. Major seems to
represent both Karl Marx, who was the first to
formulate communist ideas, and Lenin, who came
to the fore of the Russian Revolution. It is no
surprise that Orwell treats him very
sympathetically, when it is remembered th
held both Lenin and Marx in a great ¢
respect. Like both Marx and,
unfortunately for th
vision of a
to fruition.

tie farm, Majort's

Mr Jones

A drunkard and a layabout, Mr Jones is the farmer who
runs the farm before the animal rebellion. He lets the
farm disintegrate and looks after his affairs so badly
that, by the time the animals revolt, the walls are
crumbling, the hedges are out of control, and the
animals are unfed. He cares only for indulging himself
with luxuries, while the animals go hungry. In many
ways Mr Jones represents the Tsar of Russia before its
revolution, Nicholas Il. Both are incompetent leaders
with virtually no organisational skills. Both suffer a
great blow to their respective kingdoms before they
are overthrown; the Tsar was humiliated in the costly
First World War, while Mr Jones lost much money in a
legal dispute. Mr Jones is a piteous figure in the book,
eventually dying of alcoholism — yet by the end the
reader knows that he had run the farm less cruelly
than Napoleon, just as Stalin's ruthlessness and
incompetence outstripped any of the crimes Nicholas

Tsar Nicholas Il of Russic;:

Il had to offer.

Mr Frederick

Mr Frederick owns a m. He is described as 'a tough, shrewd ma
perpetualiy Suits and with a name for driving a hard bargain'. He

,uymg his wood with forged notes, and then invading his far
Frederick représents Adolf Hitler in the book. The first clue is in his name, for Hi
was Frederick Barbarossa, an ancient Teutonic king. Like Hitler, Frederick tricks
into making an alliance with him, before brutally stabbing him in the back. Fred
invasion of Animal Farm has many parallels with the German invasion of Russia.
are at first much better armed than Napoleon's, and seem the favourites to win
cause horrendous damage to the farm, killing and wounding many, and they dri
animals back to the very heart of their farm. It is the grit, determination and sac
the animals make, mirroring that of the Russian people, who win the day.

Animal Farm GCSE Study Guide Page 32 of 46

i

g

\
\.‘\\\\

-

\\\\\\\

\\\\\‘\
\\\\\

\““\\

&\\\\\\\\\\\\\
e

\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

-p
i

/////f%
T

B

//y
//7//

A,
&

%
/

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

0g

Education




Mr Pilkington

If Frederick represents Germany, Pilkington must repre
another local farm, he is described as an 'easy going ge S
of his time in fishing or hunting according to the season': R

. . . \\
time, is a 'neglected, old-fashioned farm, much overgro %\\

pasture worn out and its hedges in a disgraceful conditic \\\ \\\\
Pilkington is very worried by the revolution at Animal Fa \\ g
Animalist propaganda (mirroring the British fear of com sy
i . . =
NewIIe Chomberlaln, the minds of his own animals. \\\\\
British Prime Minister e
~ o8 B
1937-1940 § \i u
Benjamin &\\\\\\\\\\\\§
. “ « L R
Benjamin is a wily old d i ~ ~ o
talks; wher Lot e § ‘ cyni . Heis th i \%\\\\\\\
He is also t Qa?® : carried away with t & .
excitement & rebellion: he is never truly enthusiastic about \\\\\\“
Animalism at all. He takes the rather depressing view that life \\\\\g\\
3 \
will always be an unpleasant struggle, regardless of who is \\\
running things. Despite the fact that he is only a minor character,
Bgnjamin‘ is‘stiII important to the fab!e. H‘e is the only animal \\%\\\\\\\\\\
with the insight to see through the pigs' lies —as we can see §\ §
5
when Squealer, while trying to amend a commandment, falls \ F

from the ladder. Yet he never chooses to do what he perhaps
ought to: organise a resistance to the pigs and spread the truth.
As such, Benjamin could be seen to represent the sceptical class
of angry intellectuals that Orwell belonged to himself. Orwell's
message seems to be that Benjamin had a responsibility to alert
the others to the failing of their leaders, but wasted that power.

\\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

///
v

Clover

Clover is Boxer's truest friend, urging him to rest and
conserve his health when the pigs just expect him to
work more and more. She is a female carthorse,
described as a 'stout motherly mare approaching middle
life, who had never guite got her figure back after her
fourth foal’. She is loyal to Boxer, and often suspicious of
the pigs' motives, but can never quite bring herself t
believe that the pigs are doing anything bad Saveda
times she correctly thinks that Napo
of the Seven Commandment
each time the comm '

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

of 'All anim (e . v

some animals are more equal than others', Her ;g
importance to the novel as a passive and exploited :

observer is highlighted when she leads the animals to Qg :
spy on the banquet between the pigs and humans, ’ TR EéUCQtiOﬁ

revealing how similar they have become.
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Mollie

Mollie is the vain and self-centred horse who used to pull Mr Jones’s trap whe
went to market. She had always been spoilt by the humans, and therefore find
to fit in with the human-less society of Animalism. She shows a characteristic lo
other human items. She very strongly avoids work. Mollie perhaps represents th
fled Russia once their patron, the Tsar, was no longer there to spoil them.

Mr Whymper
Mr Whymper is the solicitor who handles all of the transactions between AnimaE
he who finds markets to sell the farm's produce in, and he x4 has to buy in any:
needs. He is described as 'a sly looking little man v whiskers'. He is the

Mmimu®* -
A pig with a great gift for writing songs and poems, he is Squealer's junior partne
It is he who writes the song to replace 'Beasts of England’, and he who compos
godlike Napoleon is.

Bluebell and Jessie

These are the two dogs who give birth to the litter of puppies that Napoleon taks
blamed for it, but their children become the secret police, or KGB, of Napoleon's::

Muriel

Muriel is the white goat who, despite playing a bit-part role in the novel, still per;
function. It is she who reads the commandments to the short-sighted Clover eac::
them to justify Napoleon's latest excesses.

Moses

Moses is a tame black raven, and one of Mr Jones’s 'especial' favourites. Before I
refers to ‘Sugarcandy Mountain' a mythical land of rest and tuxury, much like h
small part in the bogk, but it is an important one; he allows ell to challenge
was merely a thing invented by rulers to oppress the

who are born towards the beginning of the story ar

irot’. They are used to keep the animals scared so that they dc
They represe»-‘tﬁe KGB, Russia’s secret police who had total power and whose 1§
anyone who opposed Stalin’s regime.
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They work together as leaders of Animal Farm, however, I :
their differences are obvious from the start and Snowball _ Makes deals with the -
ends up b(:ing exiled. humans with the help
[ \ of... R
A wel‘l—me‘aning, * \\\\\\\\\
A fierce Berkshire boar elpquent pig who \\\\
who gets corrupted by became one of Animal \\&\ \\
power and rules Animal : \\\\\ &
Farm as a dictator. \\\\\\\\\\\\\§
¥
T 5 Snowball §\\\\\\§
PIGS & \
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 5
Old Major Squealer Minimus ) \\\\\\\\\\\\\\%
: - : : : Main characters _—
A wise olo! pig who, An eloquent pig who A pig V\{hO \{vrltes ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Q\\\\\\\\\
before dying, made becomes Napoleon’s pro-animalism \§\: |
a compelling speech right hand and keeps songs and poems. \\\\\\\\\\\
which inspired the the animals deceived _— \ -_—
animals’ revolution. throughout the story. \\\\\\
\
\ - -
| gy,
F
The pigsin charge of §\\ § COPYRIGHT
Napoleon’s propag \ w PROTECTED
S
; \\\\\\\\\ i
,?ttoer; J;r;e\j elf elwcted from Y emerge as leaders, &\\\\\\\\\s ‘ 9
\\\\\ ag
\\\\\\ Educattcn
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’)@ Settings

General setting — \
The novel is set in an imaginary farm in England. Although no time is specified ini %\\\\

that the story happens at the time of the Russian Revolution (1917-1945). \\\ \\\\\
\\ &

The barn s
At the beginning of the novel, the animals meet in the barn once Mr Jones has g \\@
to sleep. Since then, the barn becomes a meeting place for the animals. At one §~\\\\$\\Q
the barn has a raised platform lit by a lantern. After Old Maijoy's speech, this pla R
became the perfect place for the pigs to deliver their ¢ s It is important ta Q\\\}\\\\‘\\\\
: ' i =

remember that the Seven Commandments “the barn wall. \§ %\\%\%
.

Quotations x\\\\\\\\\\\\\§
‘At one end 0; the bi; vaised platform, Major was already ensconced E—
which g 3 Chapter One \\\\\\

//y
//7//

\\\\\\\\

\\%

= -

\\\\\

\\\\\

i

x\\\\\\

FOUREEIRGOOD, TWO LEGS BAD, was inscribed on the end wall of the bar
and in bigger letters’ — Chapter Three .

‘Napoleon, with Squealer and another pig named Minimus,’ ... ‘sat on the front of the
dogs forming a semicircle round them, and the other pigs sitting behind. The rest of the
body of the barn.” — Chapter Five

////@,
W g

Sugarcandy Mountain
According to Moses, the raven, Sugarcandy mountain is a beautiful, lush place in:
they die. Just as Marx thought that religion was a lie that ‘opiated’ people, the p
Sugarcandy mountain as they thought it was a fable. However, Napoleon decide
talking about this place because he taught animals to work and not complain.

,///
/

Quotations
Sugarcandy Mountain, to which all animals went when they died. It was situated som
a little distance beyond the clouds, Moses said. In Sugarcandy Mountain it was Sundaz
season all the year round, and lump sugar and linseed cake grew on the hedges.” - Ch. -

‘A thing that was difficult to determine was the attitude of the pigs towards Moses. T
stories about Sugarcandy Mountain were lies, and yet they allowed him to remain on thy
allowance of a gill of beer a day.” - Chapter Nine -

The farmhouse
After the animals” rebellion, they all parade through the hous
fear. All animals agreed to keep the house as a museum
the end of the novel, the pigs move into the hnu
Orwell chose to end his novel in this :

in @ mixture of a
ver live in it. Ho
y its luxuries. It is si

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Quotations
They tibig

Victoria \ge dmm RETOOM maﬂtel gﬁ sce. Chapter Two

ig

‘A unanimous resolution was passed on the spot that the farmhouse should be preserved:
animal must ever live there.” — Chapter Two Qg

Education

‘It was also more suited to the dignity of the Leader (for of late he had taken to speaking
to live in a house than in a mere sty. Nevertheless, some of the animals were disturbed w
took their meals in the kitchen and used the drawingroom as a recreation room, but also

‘Napoleon rarely appeared in public, but spent all his time in the farmhouse, which w
dogs.” - Chapter Seven
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Themes
&

i

Theme: a broad idea or topic that is dealt with or referred to in the story N \
%\\\\
- -

Appearance and Reality F \\\\
There are many examples of appearance and reality being confused in the story..: EQ\\\\\\\
e At the beginning of the novel, Mr Jones appears to be in control of the farm:: = \\§
secretly in the barn, which suggest that he is not at all in charge of the farm: \\\\\\\\?\\

e 0Old Major's speech seems to be full of hope and his words sound as if they & § B oo
However, as the story progresses we realise how ideals really are. s \\
Squeaier appears to be fﬂendly to the othe ovrever, he is deceiv \\ &

. i B

o

ovel represents an influential hi x\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
V¥ as a theme in the story. s

\\\\\\

B

//y
//7//

Betrayal
The story is full of examples of betrayal: \\\\\\g\\

e Mollie abandoned the animals to be looked after and spoiled by humans \\\\\

¢ Napoleon betrayed Snowball
e Squealer kept lying to the animals about the horrifying events that took pla \\\\\\\

e  Boxer’s death
\\\\\\\

F
g

e  Old Major’s ideals where betrayed

%
%
¥

////
L

i

Corruption R
Mr Jones at the beginning of the novel and, most importantly, the pigs througho \\\\\

prove to be corrupt and abuse their power. These are examples of their dishone
e  Snowball’s eviction

®  The rewriting of the commandments

e  Squealer twisting reality

e  Boxer’s death

i

x\\\\\\

Greed

In Old Major’s speech, we learn how greedy human beings can be. Mr Jones’s de:
that Old Major is right to make this judgement. However, as the story progresses:
and more greedy. These are examples of their insatiable natuze:
e  Theystarved the other animals but made sure al
e The excessive alcohol consumptlon
e  The ambition to become mo

B R B R SRR
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Active Learning Tasks

1. Think of at least one more excmple
of one of the themes above.

2. Find a quotation to support each of
the examples for one of the themes
above and explore the language

in each quotation.
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Leaders and Followers

Orwell regarded highly Karl Marx’s ideas and was disgusted to see these ideas -

corrupted by totalitarian communist leaders. Therefore, the theme of leaders
and followers is probably the most important theme in the story.

Each of the following characters are, at some time in the story, leaders:

e  MrJones, the owner of the farm, was the leader before the rebellion.
He was such a careless and strict ruler that he pushed the animals into
a rebellion.

e Snowball and Napoleon shared the leadership of the farm for a while
after the rebellion. However, they did not get along very well. Snowball
was the more charismatic leader and would have absolute
leader of the farm had it not been for Narp al plans. After
Snowball’s eviction, Napoleon be ute leader and rules in
a terrifying regime.

“examples of followers:

heep, who are always seen as a group
e Boxer atty Clover, who are loyal followers and fail to see the corrupt nature
e Therest of the animals who accept the terrible events in the farm and thei

Propaganda and Communication
Orwell shows in his novel how dictators used rhetoric to manipulate masses
and justify their terrible behaviour. After Snowball’s expulsion from the farm,
Squealer becomes the voice of Napoleon. Squealer’s name suggests duplicity
and treason. His rhetoric seems to calm the other animals down as he is able
to turn every argument against Napoleon into something positive. In his
speech, he uses facts, figures, emotive language, repetition and the first
person. Sguealer's elogquence and its effect on the animalsis 3 elear example
of how totalitarians abused language for their own
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Active Learning Task
. Themes Mind Map
Complete the following mind map with events, characters, situations, etc. that exemplify each theme. 5:'“.

Leaders and
Followers

Greed

Betrayal

Corruption
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Allegory
&

R

Animal Farm can be read on two levels. On the more simplified level, it is a strai\E T \\
k \
overthrowing the hated farmer who extorts them. But as well as being a simple ¢ \Q
about the failings of Soviet Russia. : \\ \\\\\\
\\%\ .
But what is an allegory? . \\
The long, complicated and horing answer is as follows: — \\\
1. The representation of abstract ideas or principles by characters §
figures or events in narrative, dramatic or pictorial {1 @\\\\\
2. Astory, picture, or play employing such rep %\ @
Exampies include Herman Melville'sy A -*‘X
&\\\\\\\\\\\\%

R

\\\\\\\\
= -

\\\\

\\\\\\\

Q\

\\\\\\\

P
////f//

strong hatred of Stalm and what he had done to Russia. Orwell saw communis
angry that it had been corrupted so badly by Stalin. Therefore Orwell wanted t
ruined the potentially noble force of communism. The best way he could spread:
novel that, without ever directly referring to Stalin or Russia, was clearly a metap

il

F

For example, in real life, the Tsar of Russia had ruled selfishly over the Russian pé
Animal Farm, Farmer Jones rules over his animals selfishly until they throw him ¢
Tsar. Similarly, in real life it was Stalin who snatched power, and created a dictat
Animal Farm, Napoleon the pig takes power and rules the farm with a rod of irok

iy

////@
é’f//

Indeed, all the events in the book somehow mirror what happened in Stalinist Ri
failure of communist Russia as much as it is about animals overthrowing their fa;
mentioning Stalin or Russia, George Orwell leaves us in no doubt that this is wha
concerned with.

This type of story is called a fable, or allegory. Animal Farm is a metaphor for thgz
how many themes, characters or events that you can find in the book which rept
of the USSR. 5
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A Communist military ceremony. Large banners showing the EdUCQ‘tiOﬂ

hammer and sickle symbol and Stalin can be seen in the
background.
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& Language
o

R

Orwell’s purpose was to show his readers how an idealistic theory could be corru R \
totalitarians. In order to communicate his message, he used unpretentious langua \\\\\\\\
all. Orwell hated the way language was used as a tool to confuse and deceive the \\ \\\\\\
Revolution. He believed that ‘language can corrupt thought'. Therefore, in Anima \\%\ o
powerful language and did away with elaborate metaphors that could confuse the: s \
metaphor or fable and, as it was the case in ancient fables or parables, the langua \\\\\
more complex idea. : §§\§
R,
One of the most common technigues found in Ani ny. There are se §\\\\\\\
mainly used to show how the pigs manipula rayed the trust of the: § §
example, Orwell writes ‘it had co ‘ \\\\\\\\\\\\\§

R

O

\\\\\\\\
= -

L
\

animals, should decide
pigs. The quoza i

P,
i

,;
”////

acceptance and remgnatmn mirrors what happened to the ordmary peopleasare

Along with irony, Orwell used doublespeak. He first used this term in his novel
explaining how governments would lie to their people as if they were telling the
examples of doublespeak in Animal Farm, especially when Squealer speaks. In C
other animals start getting worried about Napoleon trading with humans, Sque

A,
k¢

against engaging in trade and using money had never been passed, or even sug @\\\\\\\\\\
probably traceable in the beginning to lies circulated by Snowball.’ This is a blat \\ \\Q\%
earlier in the story the animals had agreed not to engage in trade. Squealer is al s
and using his, by now much despised, name to be held responsible for anything \\\\\\
\\\\

of uneasiness in the farm. Again, the reader knows that Snowball has nothing to

.. \
farm; he is just used as a scapegoat. G

\\\\\\\

To show how totalitarian regimes abused language to manipulate the masses, O::
Squealer, whose rhetoric manages to put the animals’ minds at rest every time s
Animalism. In Chapter Five for example, he says ‘No one believes more firmly th
animals are equal. He would be only too happy to let you make your decisions f
might make the wrong decisions, comrades, and then where should we be?’ Afte:
farm, Squealer becomes the voice of Napoleon. His rhetoric seems to calm the
to turn every argument against Napoleon into something positive. This quote sh
techniques used by Squealer: the pronoun ‘we’, rhetorical questions and emoti
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Language-based Active Learning Tasks and Discussion Prompts
U Chapter One: Find examples of effective persuasive techniques used by Old Majos:

] Chapter Two: Look at the descriptions of Napoleon, Snowball and Squealer at th
list of adjectives used to describe each character. How do these descriptions fit in

R

s

in the story2 Could you relate each of these adjectives with these characters’ actio %\\

. Chapter Three: At the beginning of the chapter, there is an atmosphere of success \\\\
phrases that Orwell has used to create a positive atmosphere. \\ \\\\\\
e Chapter Four: Orwell describes vividly the events in the Battle of the Cowshed. Fin \\%\ B
writer create this intense battle scene. i \
U Chapter Five: Squealer has become Napoleon’s spokesman. He is very successful i \\\\\
everything is perfectly fine. Why is he successful? What persuasive techniques doe s
quotations. N §
. Chqpif_-r S}x: l'x!apcﬁ;leon has become more and more .. Find words or phra e ‘\\
authoritarican nature. §\ |
e Chapter Seven: The beginning of this cho; Yery gloomy atmosphere. \ \x\\\\‘
™ AG galn thig ) A, ‘Q
Orwell use.s to create this mood linguistic devices used by the autho \\\\\\\\\\\\\&§
. Chapter Eight: There i aleof Oiwell s use of irony towards the end )
effects. SR
e  Chury sent to the slaughterhouse. When the other animals realise \\\\\\\\\\\\
him s get out of the van. Make a list of werds or phrases that Orwell & &

,;
”////

>

despelg
] Chupfer Ten To finish his story and convey his message, Qrwell again makes use \\\\\\\\
passages in this chapter and explore their effects.
................................................................................................................................................................................................ . r -

\\\\
\ "

=y

\\\\\\

\\\\\\\

il

F

iy

////@
é’f//
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Form
&

Form: type of writing, e.g. novel, poem, etc., within a particular genr

R
E %
x\\\\\\\\\s\i\\\\\\

S

S
e
s

s

Animal Farm is an allegoric novella. It is an exten m hor for the failin f i
al Farm is an allegoric novella. It is an extended metaphor for the fa gsoé §\§\\\§
form of a small novel. \\%‘»\ 2
Point of view \\\\\\&
The novella is written with a third-person, omniscient narrator. This allows Orw § § g
o - s

thoughts to the reader.

S

|
"4'////////

At several points in the story, the narratoy

i

passive voice as a way-of criticisi ons while x\\\\\\\\\\\\%
. . o B

: Srapter Five, when R

. ] v'veif wr}tes:; It was \\\\\\\\\\\
noticed the \vagged their tails to him in the same & §\
way as the Cu®ogs had been used to do to Mr Jones. \\\\\%\‘\\
It is not clear who notices it. We assume it is the animals W
but they cannot quite put it into words. e —

Sy
w,
W #

o

.Q Structure |
) %

S
S

g

i
G

S

W@
Bt
iy

Structure: the way the text is organised within a particular ge

Animal Farm, like most fables, has been written in chronological order. Orwell
straightforward. His style of writing is matter-of-fact throughout the novella as
feelings. This structure and style allow him to expose the failings of Stalin’s Rus

It is interesting to notice that the story starts and ends with the animals being s
beginning, Jones mistreats the animals. However, at the end, it is the pigs that
Once again, Orwell cleverly manages to reveal his own opinions on the situatio
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In your exam you might be asked to comment on one of the following; make sure%

terms mean.

Theme:
Language:

@}' Viewpoint:

f. i)’ Symbolism:

Setting:

” Author’s purpose:

Glossary of Useful Termsé

A broad idea or topic explored in the text

Techniques such as similes, metaphors, imagery,
chosen by the writer for a pagtisular effect

i§ Known as omniscient narrator

The way the writer has organised the text

Objects or sections in a novel that represent abst

The place, time and circumstances in which a text

The message the writer wants to convey to the re:
the text

used in the novel; it could be firg:
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G Answers
%

R

Some suggested answers and content to some the discussion questions in the Q e \\\
| £ -
Chapter One \\ \
Ideas that might come up in answer to the discussion points: \\*\‘)\ \\
®  Most of the animals are not happy working for Mr Jones. . \

G

* 0Old Major’s speech is very effective as he uses plenty of rhetorical devices s

emotive language and the use of the pronoun e, %\\\@\\g
*  Old Major represents Karl Marx. & ‘\\
®  The rats represent the opposition. %\ @
*  The song ‘Beasts of England’ also ical devices; therefore, it is. k- -*‘x
generating enthusiasm \\\\\\\\\\\\\%
s
Chapter Tw; \\\\\\\\\\\\
Ideas that ¢ up in answer to the discussion points: \\ \§
e Napolec™ epresents Stalin and Snowball, Trotsky. \\\\i\\i\\
*  Communists believe that religion is only a distraction from hard work and ré
*  Boxer and Clover represent the faithful working class of Russia, always willit \\\
e Like Jones’s farm, Russia had trouble keeping up with the other countries wi
wealth. The farm workers in Russia, like the animals in the story, had to dea ﬁ\\\\\\\“\\\\
neglect. § §
®  The destruction of Jones’s elements of torture and discipline signifies the be P

-

i

highlights the animals’ victory and newfound power.

P
i

Chapter Three \\\\\\
Ideas that might come up in answer to the discussion points: \\\\
e For s'uch a strong, hard worker, Boxer i's jcreated incredibl.y unfairly. His story \\\\\ﬁ
*  Mollie represents the class of bourgeoisie nobles of Russia who left the cou \
not there to spoil them anymore.
e The description of the flag of animal farm makes it sound very similar to the
®  The animals have more food than ever before and seem to be generally hag
own hard work.
®  The rivalry between Napoleon and Snowball and the pigs’ supremacy can b
of the new society.
®  The rivalry between Napoleon and Snowball is very similar to that of Stalin

Chapter Four
Ideas that might come up in answer to the discussi
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their Ieaders they were nothing. *9
e Although Napoleon emerges as the ultimate leader, the truth is that he is né: 09
the cause. 5
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Chapter Five

Ideas that might come up in answer to the discussion points: :
e Mollie came across as a traitor all along so neither the other animals nor thé
*  Mollie always knew what she liked and wanted so the reader could feel sort

R

. e g . R \
the animals would find it difficult to understand her decision. A i
e Snowball comes across as a more thoughtful character so maybe he would § \\\\
®  The windmill could represent the struggle of Russia to become industrialises i\%%
countries that were already enjoying the benefits of industrialisation. \\\ \
*  Napoleon’s dogs represent the feared KGB. E \\\\\
®  The way the dogs respond to Napoleon can be easily likened to the way the; s
This similarity clearly foreshadows the animals’ fate; thev swapped a villai § i
unhappy under the rule of this new leader. E \\%\ \
*  Old Major’s skull is now used to make th eve that the pigs haveg \§ §\
ones. This is similar to the idea he Lenin's mausoleum in the "@
e Squealercleverly and eas! ic.to persuade the animals that any \\\\\\\\\\\\\\E

R

o

unfounded: this n’s use of propaganda to appease the mass

i,

&
\\\\\‘\
Ideas that mignt come up in answer to the discussion points: \\\\\\\\
*  The word ‘slaves’ in the first paragraph contrasts with this idea that the ani
were working for themselves. There is a hint of irony in the whole first pa \\\
®  Boxer’s story is probably the most tragic one as he is the most fervent su
’ I’V_ p V_ . g . pp N
animal, yet, like the Russian working class, he is later betrayed by the sam %} S
worshipped. § §

® Asthe other animals are not as clever as the pigs and they are subjected t
are easily convinced that no commandment is broken. :
®  The other farms, just as other countries during the Cold War saw Russia, se¢
farm and they respect it, but they are also terrified of a rebellion within th \\\\\\
®  The commandments are beginning to change; for example, sleeping in beds: \\\\
forbidden to sleep in beds with sheets. \\\\\ﬁ
® The phrase 'surely none of you wishes to see Jones back?' always succeeds 3 \
always saw him as an evil figure. They would also remember how much Old:;
animals’ misery.
e Napoleon uses any opportunity he gets to blame Snowball, probably to creat
else the animals would fear in the same way they were terrified of Jones.

S

\\\\\\\

-

P
i

i

Chapter Seven

Ideas that might come up in answer to the discussion points: :

* Like Stalin, Napoleon wanted the outside world to believe that his farm was.

e Napoleon ruled with terror to quieten his unhappy subicits. This mirrors thesfs:s
Stalin’s Russia. '

* Napoleon is made o look a hero w
he let others fight in his placs,

e  Squealer’s rhetoric
EMOTIVE il
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vas that he had not been%

e uses several persuasive techniques suc:
etorical questions. With these technigues, he mans

Old Major The animals’ tragic fate is reveated by the fact that not even tho: ig
their reality is a terrible one, can do anything about it. Once again, this feeliy 09
people under Stalin’s reign.
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Chapter Eight
Ideas that might come up in answer to the discussion points:

Chapter Ten
Ideas that might come up in answer to the discussion points:

The animals are easily persuaded by Squealer to think that the executions hg
because they have become so used to being told what to think that they ha
themselves. They have become used to accepting truths and reality, just like:
Stalin’s government.
Napoleon is seen as a hero and a leader. However, Boxer probably deserves§

There is a clear link between the description of Frederick’s farm and Nazi Ge
his animals appallingly, flogging them, starving them or using them for his ¢
Napoleon and Frederick strike an agreement similar to the one the Soviets
Therefore, it is not surprising that Frederick decides to attack Animal Farm &
did in 1941. f
Napoleon is just hangover.

The reader would have, by now, &

olition of all the command E

The irony in the comment there were more songs, more speeches, more p
that seem to be the only things that the animals appreciate in their new Iiveé
put together propaganda plan. The animals have now more things that thei:
necessities.
The animals are not really their own masters but they believe whoIeheartec§
sad and tragic.
Like the industrious people of Russia, Boxer is disposed of in the most heart§

The farm is highly developed and clearly successful but the animals do not I:
pigs.
Despite their hardship and hunger, the animals still feel pride when they se

Old Major would probably be appalled if he saw what Animal Farm has becé
been hijacked.
Squealer walking on his hind legs and the motto “four legs good, two legs evs
equality that the animals (fuelled by Old Major’s dream) had dreamed of.
Orwell uses Pilkington’s remarks to voice the failure of communism and higi:
Animal Farm.
Napoleon says many things that conflict with the original
change of the flag; the fact that the animals would no 1o
change of the name Animal Farm to The Man
Orwell’s thoughts seem to suggest
and would easily lead to cor

ideas of Animal Fa
er march in front

i1 had solid ideas but th
» despised totalitarian regimes st
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