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Teacher’s Introduction

This critical guide is intended to introduce the themes, plots, characterisations, relationships and settings of Jane
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice for Cambridge IGCSE Literature in English (2026 syllabus). It explores these key aspects of
the novel while also examining Austen’s use of language to create specific meaning and effects. Throughout the guide
there are debate prompts, active learning tasks and extended essay questions which support the assessment objectives
(AOs) outlined below. The aim of this guide is to provide students with an understanding of the novel and how
language is used to create literal and inferred meanings, to enable each student to develop their own justified personal
response to the text.

The guide provides an overview of the novel’s plot, with useful chapter summaries and commentaries, alongside an
analysis of key characters, themes and the social and historical context of the work. It provides a detailed critical
evaluation of specific key characters, key relationships, settings and themes. A mind map of relationships is included.
The second half of the guide focuses on use of language and is intended to introduce the student to a more formal set
of literary and linguistic terms that can be used when formally analysing literature. It looks at how Austen uses
language to convey specific effects, before examining the novel’s form and structure. The guide also explores how the
contemporary social and historical context of Austen’s world impacted on the novel overall. This includes significant
events in Austen’s life, historical events and literary movements. It concludes with a glossary of key linguistic and
literary terms, further reading suggestions, and suggested answers to the questions posed throughout the guide.

How to use this study guide

This guide is intended to be used in a variety of different ways. The debate prompts, active learning tasks and essay
questions make it a natural fit for use within classroom teaching and revision. Suggested answers are also included.
It can also be a stand-alone study support guide for the student and can be used as such on an individual basis.

Summary of key features

A clear plot summary AO1
Analyses of key characters, relationships, themes and settings, chapter summaries and analyses AO1, AO2
Writer’s use of language including an analysis of the novel’s form and structure AO3
An exploration of the context of the novel AQ2
Active learning tasks, suggested essay questions, and debate prompts including suggested answers AO1-AO4
A glossary of key terms and suggested further critical reading AO1-AO4

Specification information

e Pride and Prejudice appears on the 2026 Cambridge IGCSE syllabus as part of Always check the exam board
Paper 1: Prose (Section B) which is 1 hour 30 minutes long. website for new information
e [tis made up of Poetry and Prose with two questions on two texts: one including changes to the

poetry and one prose. specification and sample
o Itis worth 50 marks and is externally assessed. assessment material.

Students will be examined on their ability to meet the following assessment objectives:

Assessment Description Weighting in
Objective Paper 1

AO1 Show detailed knowledge of the content of literary texts in the three main forms 259%
(drama, poetry and prose), supported by reference to the text.
Understand the meanings of literary texts and their contexts, and explore texts

AO2 : . . 25%
beyond surface meanings to show deeper awareness of ideas and attitudes.

AO3 Recognise and appreciate ways in which writers use language, structure and form 259%
to create and shape meanings and effects.

AO4 Communicate a sensitive and informed personal response to literary texts. 25%

Text edition

The text referred to throughout is the Penguin Classics Edition with notes by Vivien Jones, published in 1996, revised
edition published in 2014 (ISBN 978-01314339518). For Component 2, students must use the prescribed edition:
Penguin Books; 1st Edition, September 2004, ISBN 9780141439518.

December 2024
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Dntroduction to the Gext fov Student:

lane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice continues to be one of the most popular
novels in English literature. It is a wonderful romance, involving two particularly
interesting and appealing individuals, told by a writer who understood her
society and the characters she drew from it with unique perception. Austen
writes in a style that makes perfect sense of her world for us. She offers us
something that is both limited and yet complete, a vision of a society in which,
despite its restrictive pressures, its hero and heroine can find love and
fulfilment on their terms. At the same time, the less attracti:» ‘aspects and
characters of her society are humorously exposed ~r w: val.; placed by a
writer who sees to it that people get theif ivat le. f,i}W/ :

a

it v S
For modern teenage read=r . .. = 2, the novel sometimes presents a few
difficulties as e w " = - ~ut'a world where values and behaviour were, in

\-ery‘di¥ferent from today. We all live in a much more open,

of society than Austen’s upper middle-class one of the early

nineteenth century. Her ladies and gentlemen can sometimes, at first at least, sex
They can appear very formal and hardly flesh and blood at all on first acquaintant
remote from modern life with its apparently relaxed attitudes to so much. Her sty
on the surface at least, it may appear unexciting, and she seems to have moral va
not always agree with or would find severe. Unlike many writers, good and bad,
involving descriptions of the appearance of physical things — either people or plac
our own modern world where image is now so important and so dominant, with \
Internet age often appearing to be a second best ‘reality’ to the visual truth of a »

I hope to argue in this guide, however, that these are only

surface difficulties, and that closer engagement with this

wonderful novel can actually reveal not just a great witness G sl
and explorer of a now lost age, but one who can take us

more deeply into our own world as well. Austen was

fascinated by how people behave, what makes them what they are — good and by
sometimes bring out our best side. She explores nothing less than key life experig
and how we judge other people, as well as just how tough society can be for the |
the end, | believe, very much ours, and this book, still popular as a great and enjo
been recreated many times in modern media and film versions, continues to spe:

This is because Pride and Prejudice has so much more to offer us than just a very |
has given us a wonderful love story that works on a romant’> ind emotional leve
reader, but also on a psychological one too. In it tho t #1' . naeroine do not just
about themselves and their world. They takc + o -~ juurney that can help us to 1t
aspects of ourselves as well as the .y « ‘rffxr;nt world we live in today. Jane Aust
writer, and through her chz . . . - nd their drama of seeing and re-viewing the
understand sqameicl 02y *:‘ny'“g“reat writers, she becomes our conscience (our &
consciousn! k- a.vareness of what is really going on in the world) in her nove|
out what red as there then, and what still we can observe in people and socig

A great recent biographer of Austen, the scholar Park Honan, tells us that Austen

There can be fewer more valuable purposes than that in literature, especially as \
much is muddled and confused. Austen seeks to find out what really matters in i
time she does so in a vastly entertaining way. Moreover, Austen wrote novels, a \
in a particular form that is relatively recent in literary history and which many wri|
modern genre (genre is a type of literature like a play or short story or a sonnet). |
~to deal with the real world, ordinary people and the things that matter in their |
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and gentlemen seem a long way from twenty-first century Western society, | hop
continuing relevance of what she is writing about and how she writes. For all the |
ladies and gentlemen, she is actually creating a world that focuses on how we de.
stuff of real life — families, friends, relationships, the societies that surround us — ¢
stuff of fantastic adventures, or supernatural tales, but the private life that defing
meaning. Not for her the wars that were raging across Europe or the great cultura
Britain, or the politics of opportunity, wealth and poverty, but rather an unsparin:
focus on how we behave in the narrow worlds we mostly inhabit; how we canm.
worse lives in the areas of experience which in the end mean most to us: our priv.
and moral choices of ordinary life vastly exciting and deeply meaningful. For her, ¢
is the most exciting and challenging thing there could be.

The story’s appeal does rest largely of course in th .. ct | §t ivis so appealing a to
arrogant Darcy and the intelligent, indepoe = o, i - Ay and amusing Elizabeth are
characters with whom we secref‘cl'f.‘..ﬁ A ’“N;an“ in love, and who mirror cur own ¢t
They seem at first to deli=h .7 eiling but have an underlying connection and
the world agcesi th > = v . grayaxually wins them over to each other, and defeats |
‘ uid hold them apart. Darcy’s passion helps him to overcome |
. kes her realise her own prejudices. Both are idealised (better t
ways, yet deeply attractive ones whose very real flaws make them even more int:
indeed, one of the most attractive heroines in literature — lovely, warm spirited, |
laugh at herself — an image in some ways of what the readers would want to be 1
capable of change in the end. Alongside these two are a host of other characters
much understanding of types that are easily recognisable — Mr Bennet the sarcast
Mrs Bennet a neurotic, gossipy, comical, snobbish mum but one desperate for the
pompous, crawling, ridiculous Mr Collins; the odious snobbish Lady Catherine de}
advantage; the kindly Gardiners; the studious bookish Mary who has not a clue a:
course, the rebel Lydia who behaves like many a rash adolescent (and grown-up) |
too much.

Behind these wonderful characters and a heart-warming plot in which love wins ||
many more inspiring ideas and themes. The comments she makes on what is goa:
the people in it ring true today, despite the changes to customs and manners, ang
needed food for thought and reflection that we need to make sense of the world:

Pride and Prejudice Cambridge IGCSE Study Guide Page 3 of 115

& &%

¥
e ]
F
L S 4
%

g

T 4

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

Tod

Education




=

CW/u//%act HAusten Gad |

=
Great books tell us more about the world they were written in but also our ////%///////
-

keys to understanding why the book is so popular and highly regarded.
N

e Relationships and Love )
e o

At the centre of most people’s lives is the desire to find love and unders v
already, Darcy and Elizabeth connect deeply even when they are quarre s
their eventual union that they overcome, not least their own views of e: N
delight in how they finally recognise what thev:. > .n o each other, des VF o
each other. Moreover, they are two ind:p 3ir'vij;.«..@'a’nd interesting charag

.

od N
& o

L
L

"

L

e

4

P

to restrict people. The book he i1 'w 11 d famous line about a ‘truth uni /////////////%

then goes on to show *" ¢ M.é‘yunce between an idea about things and | —
. % o ] g . . N N &

experien 0.1 17 ns can readily share. Everyone in their life experig Y

e

L

aia

tiiey want and what others (parents, say, or society) tell {

. . L
en’s novel, like most great novels, explores that issue. i

B

e Comical Criticism of Society and People
One of the many delights of the book is that it is a
comedy — things work out happily for the good, and
not so well for the bad. In literary terms, comedy is
what we call a genre, a form or type of literature. In
comedy, in a literary sense, writers are not just out to
make us laugh, but to present a world in which things
mostly work out for the best in the end. There is
something utopian (idealised) about Austen’s world,
for all its truth to life — it speaks to our secret hopes
that good triumphs, that people find true love and
understanding and that justice wins in the end — at
the end of the novel, people get what they deserve.

e Psychological Insights
Jane Austen writes in a very amusing way, but also in a way that interes!
psychological insights. At the time she was writing, the novel was develt
eighteenth-century writers like Samuel Richardson. Austen takes us on ¢
mind as we share her hopes and disappointments.~::. learn what she is

COPYRIGHT

e Austen and the Age of Reason . T “ PROTECTED
Jane Austen is in some w=v ‘on e last representatives of the Age o

as the Enlightenmc1.* “s_.ies of values and ideas that dominated the ¢
particu @l ei by, ‘people looked at the world from a more scientific
magical T ry. They began to seek explanations for how the universe y.
biological organisms. Things were perceived a bit more as machines and '9
taken to pieces and understood. This, in part, is Jane Austen’s view of ti
explain people in moral and psychological terms — to show how they bel

ag
terms of reason. At the end of her novels, there is no mystery or uncert: Edwﬁﬂtlﬂﬂ
things for us, placing people and their fate according to their ability to u
act rationally and morally. While readers may disagree with some of thi:
enormously satisfying experience to read her books as things make sens
is very different from a lot of modern writing.
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( Key Terms
® The Enlightenment — o series of values and ideas about the world based on scien G
® Genre — a form or type of literature %////////%///
® Materialism — valuing money and possessions over people and humanity %////////
e Prejudice — making your mind up about something {making assumptions) before yo Py /j
L ® Psychology — the study of the mind gé/////g

%/////////////%

//// 2

&

e Austen’s Novels As Romances
Her novels are aspirational ones for all that — this means that she is

L
L

both well aware of the failings of her society and = ' uman nature’ P

. . . . - A o

but she suggests a kind of human perfectic . ic or ¢ :ibie — Darcy and %// /%
. . 4 e . i

Elizabeth come not only to be pas<ic 7 awout each otherbutto vl

-

understand each other ir 't e e, i?*ﬁd:i‘a they are a kind of model of \;
what could be, o€ 1y~ zﬁ\fflwlmé people to become their best selves.

e //////////////

o % %

. visi \
- ision 4

Jane Austen frequently attacks her society in ways that many people adi s

values that were mostly derived from the Christian tradition, but whate
things we all deplore even if we are often guilty ourselves of practising t
tendency to be materialistic — to value wealth and money and things ahi
She holds a mirror up to a world where lots of people are snobbish, crue
and self-regarding, vain, hypocritical and full of themselves and their ou
her middle-class and upper middle-class characters were often blinded |
(making your mind up about someone or something before you really ui
this, she is often incredibly funny and waspish - stingingly amusing in te

e Austen: Radical or Conservative in Outlook?

Critics argue a great deal about her outlook on her world — whether or not
society or whether she accepted things more or less as they were. Did she |
so that it was fairer? Did she believe people were made the way they are b
Bingley unpleasant because society only allows her to be a pretty sex objec
way? Did she really care about the poor, the many people lower down in st
chances of Elizabeth and Darcy? Did she really attack the reasons why her ¢
women often just objects to be traded in the ‘business’ of marriage, and ch
arrogant and set in their ways?

I believe in her own way she is superb at showing th- .. Jitations of her so¢
whose status was so low that they constitutr ¢ ki:  of underclass or a de\ COPYRIGHT
Whatever you think of these ques<ti v . . duus guide should give you som PROTECTED

in an often very unnervinz 2 a ¢ = lenging way that we take more respons
way, Jane Auster n'©. . se “ner own universe —she insisted that we think a

é he 1 git or show want of thought for others. In her world, the
nsequences in revealing whether or not a character is thoug y.
this harsh and say how can poor Lydia really deal with her feelings for Wick '9
she fancies him? At the same time, Austen makes it clear we are ‘moral ag¢ L%
believe in God in a way that many modern readers would not accept, but i
Trilling has pointed out, she insists that we take on the power of judgemen
ourselves in the domestic world. There are no easy excuses in her world. Tt
fine writing gives us brings about obligations, duties to others; to see clear!
its pains, its challenges, but also, in the end, its wonderful rewards.

Education
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e Austen and the Status of Women
Austen wrote at a time when women were beginning to emerge from a his

citizens in a way that is hard to understand today. The class of women she ! .
-~

=
freedom§ or Equality that women‘ togay have it;egun ‘to estai;lish. iOne povi ////////%//
is to see just how A.uster} was begmnsng‘herse to reinvent the role and st /////////////
probably the most intelligent character in the book. She turns the man dow

r y
him. She shows the most discrimination (judgement and understanding) re %////%

failings with Lydia. (Interestingly, many of Austen’s father figures are rathe: %//////é/////%

) ) o . .
often associated with fathers, men, was beginning to shift away from them et
the most mobile, moving characters in the book — she walks off on her owi

G

.

-

&

e

L
L

her friends, stays with others. The book shows her hj:;, © ning empowered - P
influence, being active, not the passive wom ... f i ‘chtradition. She decit % /%
what her life will be — unlike the mc < * = peu Charlotte who marries beca ¢ /
She thinks and feels for hess iia. ”fc 0 .aﬁléu‘éhter is a kind of criticism of the %////////////%%
of pudding-like cha = * s _ciias Mr Collins who takes himself so seriously —

N > sant chatter are signs of a woman stretching herself, try 2///////////////%

a state of affairs in which men are so taken up with a sens¢ A\

e Austen’s Style
Austen often tells it as it is in a wonderfully understated yet precise pro:
with epic events or grand adventures, but instead continues to develop
which was turning the everyday into the focus of great art, something t
humble way in modern soap operas.

COPYRIGHT
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Plat Summany

The plot means the main events of the story, presented by the author as a sey
main plot event; Netherfield Park, a local large country estate, has finally bee}
Bingley soon arrives with his friend Mr Darcy and his sisters Caroline Bingley a
Bennet live nearby with their five daughters: Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Kitty and |
Netherfield Park to invite them to a ball, where Mr Bingley first notices Jane ai
impolite towards Elizabeth. She decides that she really does not like him. Jang
attracted to each other. Jane is then invited to tea at Netherfield by Caroline.
stay there for a while. Elizabeth decides to visit her and.:s: ks through the fiel

her for acting like a lower-class person. This stregig f”i'ej; “Elizabeth’s dislike of |
i
Mr Collins, Mr Bennet’s cousir. 0 s al.u heir to Mr Bennet’s estate in case o
Longbourn, the village v i« ¢ " sennet family live. He quickly decides that El
Lydia then g s - L.kea stroll into Meryton, the nearby town, and meets ¢
' th at once likes Wickham and they talk about their childhoot
was favoured by Darcy’s father above Darcy himself. He tells |
disinherited him. Elizabeth becomes even more prejudiced against Darcy, una

her very much. Everyone assumes that Jane and Bingley will marry soon as it

Bingley hosts a ball at Netherfield to which everyone is invited. Elizabeth and |
sharp yet witty remarks. The following day at Longbourn, Mr Collins proposes
down, to the anger and shock of Mrs Bennet. He decides to propose to Elizab.
instead and is accepted. Jane receives a letter from Caroline telling her that B
gone back to London indefinitely. Jane is devastated as she hoped Bingley waol

Elizabeth visits Charlotte in her new home with Mr Collins where she also meg
De Bourgh, who is Darcy’s aunt. One day, she meets Colonel Fitzwilliam, Darcy
During conversation, he tells her that Darcy was congratulating himself from &
very unwise marriage with a young lady from an inappropriate family over tho
that he must mean Bingley and Jane and, knowing Jane’s sadness over Bingle\
angry. Darcy then comes to tell her how, despite his better judgment and in s¢
class connections, he loves her. He proposes. She turns him down and, when |
she knows how much unhappiness he caused her sister Jane. He does not den
direct his thoughts and speech towards her. The next morning, he gives hera |
In it, he explains why he separated Bingley and Jane and he tells her the truth

scoundrel who tried to elope with Darcy’s 15-year-old sister, something that v
completely in the time that this novel is set. Elizabet> « 1. to realise what a |
judging Darcy before she got to know him; she tar - b see what a truly good

Elizabeth and Jane make thei .« iy h. c.iw0 Ldngbourn as the troop of soldiers n
Lydia receives an in\/*= . > Four Mrs Foster, the wife of the Colonel of the regir
' h . .zapeth advises against it, Mr Bennet agrees. Elizabeth goe
shire. While there, they decide to visit Pemberley, Darcy’s fai
the woods and he greets Mr and Mrs Gardiner civilly despite their lower-class st
fish on the estate and seems greatly changed. Elizabeth realises then how much
realises that she has fallen in love with him. She then receives a letter from Jang
eloped with Wickham, at first it seemed to Gretna Green to get married, but it ¢
London. Wickham seems to have no intention of marrying Lydia but is persuade
involvement. His desire to help to save Lydia’s reputation convinces Elizabeth t
Darcy and Bingley then return to Netherfield and call on the Bennets. Soon afte!
Bingley and Elizabeth to Darcy. Both engagements turn into successful marriage
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@¢(§ Chaptev 1 — Dnivoducing MW and NWs

Summary
The novel begins with a conversation between Mr and Mrs Bennet regardi:
Netherfield Park. Mrs Bennet states that ‘a young man of large fortune’
named Mr Bingley is soon to ‘take possession’ of the house at Netherfield,
which is just a few miles from their own home, Longbourn (p. 5). Mrs Benn
excitedly tells her husband about Bingley’s wealth of ‘four or five thousant
year’ and her hopes that one of their five daughters ‘7_‘5‘ narry him (p. 6).

- Y e
Believing that their new neighbour ‘re: . in \ove’ with one of their
‘grown-up’ daughters, Mrs P2 niét 5 “woner husband to visit Bingley as soot
as he moves into Net! ¢ * A Dark (p 6). Mr Bennet has a relaxed attitude
kife |y pretending not to understand why she wants him to
call on Bing} d she comes to the conclusion that he won’t make the
visit. The chapter closes with a paragraph which gives some further insight
into the Bennets and their different character traits.

Commentary

The first chapter is obviously a very important one, and it is worth reading |
introduces most of the themes (key ideas in the book), characters and tells
Austen writes. There is so much that could be said about it, but here are so

»¢ In a very short space of time, Austen introduces the majority of her ke

¢ [rony is used from the start — irony is the linguistic device by which wri
actually means the opposite. It is a very common form of writing becal
interesting and engages the reader in what the writer means more dii¢
that Darcy’s and Bingley’s minds are made up for them by society, the
before they even appear. In other words, right from the start, Austen ¢
view of people operates in her world — they have money and so must \
invites us to ask more deeply, what about love and understanding anc
exactly what she then goes on to explore in her novel — just how peop
relationships are often shaped by what they think they are supposed
really want. At the same time, her irony offers us mcre choice and mai
Bennets of the world and their universal trut'.c © . 0. Lizzy and Darcy
cannot marry at first, and only later /. ei A’r'ﬁ.ey*r“each more deeply into
their own way, society’s e . i0 (i
Lay not be the same at all. Notice that key word —
bk and suggests how women —and men to some extent -
DJects, things with a market value, or, as to quote a modern ¢
childbearing capital, not as first and foremost independent people. Sa¢
individual choice and the conflict between those things — key themes ||
established.
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¢ Observe how quickly and easily through dialogue (conversation) Auste
Mrs Bennet, a great talker, has the first words — and she shows hersell

o . PR , ‘
and foolish if concerned for her children. Her ‘prejudices’ are quickly & —
-

=

children’s future are the centre of her attention; nothing else matters - ////////%//
conclusions as so many characters do about what will happen (an early //
lled ‘First Impressions’). She is a silly but determined woman. Mr Bei .
- P ’ Y . . o ///////
more reflective and deeper character who obviously finds his wife hait L
book shows to be lacking too as he often fails to deal responsibly with g

. * x . ° X /%// 2
to be sarcastic, or playful to avoid his wife and other things that are di
singled out as the preferred daughter —and the book continues to sug;

.

-
G

&

L
L

others in ways that fit in with our ideas of a heroi~ = P
=& Note too how Mr Bennet can visizas ' ecivintroductions m //// -
to other families in way<t'rat v v --denied to women. In . Epi //////////////%/
those days, the r-[ < +f oiien were very limited — men hut R
had a! b1l . € status and power, and perhaps the chay //%
frettin {gge®Bennet is a comment on that in that her ) i;ﬁ:: %/%////////////
frustrations can be understood in a world where most that e
women could only sit and wait. Women'’s roles were often e  Om
just passive ones. :3:
® Na:
=0 Observe the style and art of the author clearly. Austen the
uses what we call an omniscient narrator — a voice, pe.
sometimes called a narrative voice that seems to know ° S:i
everything and moves from judgements to reported ﬁq&g

conversation to psychological insights with apparent ease.

¢ Note how the plot is driven by the arrival of the stranger, Mr Bingley, th
also by the tensions between what society expects and what the individ

¢ There is already a good deal of comedy in the first pages, from crisp di!
Mrs Bennet like, ‘She was a woman of mean understanding, little infor
temper. When she was discontented she fancied herself nervous’ (p. 7
sometimes called epigrammatic — the short and humorous summing u|
literary career, Austen wondered if parts of Pride and Prejudice were |
cheerful — that sometimes truth was sacrificed to a good line. We do ki
written and revised over a long period of time, and perhaps some of t©

sharp) owe something to relative immaturity ~! - 5 gh Austen could a COPYRIGHT

comments even in her last complete rov 1. 1. key thing the humour «

to provide satire —a comical = . fis 1 ¢/ people and society that expos PROTECTED
o0 Finally Leamte \\;3rro‘w'world —she chose

kisca few families in a narrow area

PPout that means she writes with more | Debate Prompt - ig
depth about that world than others who paint Mr and Mrs Bennet hay
broad canvases and use lots of description. It is - C&g
also worth noting that she sends up that narrowness of focus in the at| Edw:mtimn

believes, as we all tend to do, that the world revolves around her and |

Exam Tip
This first chapter introduces the main characters and themes of the whole novel. If's wo
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Summary

The narrator informs us that Mr Bennet has called on Mr Bingley, having al
chapter continues with a conversation between Mr and Mrs Bennet and th
learn that the family are to attend a ball in two weeks’ time. Mrs Bennet is
that Mr Bennet has not attended Netherfield Park and she is anxious that &
daughters may not be introduced to Bingley at the ball. After hearing his w
matter, Mr Bennet slyly admits that he has indeed made an ‘acquaintance
much to the ‘astonishment’ of his family (p. 9). Mrs Re: et is thrilled at thi
her daughters will be able to dance with Bing!~, t . 3 cuming ball. Her ma
now in full swing, because of course k.- n <'.idren will be the centre of

s o

Commentarv A 4 "l
;ewté’éxses his wife about his visit, pretending not to go.
ise with him as his wife is so obviously irritating, but as th
wonder how sensible this kind of behaviour is as it seems to contribute to |
how he withdraws to the library, a manoeuvre that gathers symbolic signiii
implying he hides away from things.

We learn a bit more about Kitty and Lydia and Mary. Lydia and Mary are
the more important, as Kitty is very much a shadow of Lydia in the story.
Note how studious Mary is. One of the comments Austen makes in her
novels is how real experience is the best teacher. Her novel explores how
both Elizabeth and Darcy have to correct their first impressions through
experience of each other and their world. She often criticises characters
who are bookish in their interest, and her first novel, Northanger Abbey,
belongs to a long-established literary tradition in which the heroine has
too many ideas from reading romances and has to have them put right by
experience of a much more ordinary world. Mary is another victim of
prejudice in the story — the kind of prejudice that derives from reading
things and not testing them against experience. Lydia’s misplaced self-
confidence is much in evidence early on; she is very forward and often
says and does rather stupid things (‘for though | am the youngest, I'm the
tallest’, p. 10). It is interesting that she is her mother’s favourite, just as
Elizabeth is her father’s. To some degree the parents’ favourites mirror
their own characters.

o

) rwate Prompt

(
& l Lydia seems at first glance to be a sensible characie

OO 00 D OO O W — - ————————— 0 0055 00, 00 500 000 O GO0 G0 0000 KRN

i Extended Essay Question
! What does the difference between what Mr Bennet does and what he
! character?
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@,@ Chaptev 3 — Entev W Darcy

&R
Summary

Excited by the coming ball at Meryton, the Bennet sisters ponder over Mr |
personality and are pleased to hear from their neighbour Lady Lucas that h
‘extremely agreeable’ (p. 11). Mrs Bennet plans a dinner party at Longbout
Bingley is away and unable to attend. Bingley soon returns home to attend
Caroline Bingley and Mrs Louisa Hurst), his brother-in-law (Mr Hurst) and &

At the ball, the guests gossip about the ‘good-lookine =~ | gentleman-
like’ Mr Bingley and for much of the evening, " Jo ‘;{fj is'admired from
afar as a ‘fine figure of a man’ (p. 12) '~ ve. ,}n@a?fcy’s lack of social
skills lets him down and his rofusa ty ~introduced to and dance with
women he doesn’t kr= + . “ged by other guests as a sign of bad
manners. <

Debate Prompt

Lydia’s first words tell us a lot about her character. Discuss.

While Bingley is friendly and enjoys every dance, he cannot convince his
friend Darcy to behave similarly and a conversation between the two
men is overheard by Elizabeth Bennet, who Darcy describes as
‘tolerable, but not handsome enough to tempt me’ (p. 13). Mrs Bennet
develops a ‘bitterness’ for Darcy after hearing about this, but overall,
the Bennet ladies enjoy the evening, particularly Jane, who is
pleased to have danced with Mr Bingley twice (p. 14). They
return home to recall the events of the evening with Mr
Bennet.

Key Term
® Syn\|
repi

Commentary

In this chapter we meet the rather too agreeable Mr Bingley and the proud
interesting character himself — pleasant, an ideal match for Jane — but Aust
of him, perhaps in that he is rather too easily influenced and prejudiced hir

¢ Darcy is first pronounced the most ‘handsome’ man in the room then |
disagreeable countenance’ when he is discovz =< tc be proud (p. 12)..
Darcy’s arrogance and snobbish attitu 'e, o "is'worth noting that sht
the ladies’ views of the gentl= .« 2 1 seems to be founded on looks |
themselves) and is <k . n 3WiINg from warmth to disgust towards hi
differensgmth > v 5 wnen they believe him proud (p. 12). Austen she
are, how first impressions are shallow and easily changec,
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% Darcy’s contempt for his surroundings and his
pomposity do stand out; but it is worth thinking

about how much is shyness as well as arrogance, Active Learning —
and about how his criticism of the rather narrow What do we let ////////////////
little world may in the end have some substance. Of | @nd Bingley? Ma //
course, his rejection of Elizabeth, ‘not handsome Py

) « . . . E %////%
enough to tempt me’ is massively ironic (p. 13). He thinks he cannot lik " £

society and his shallow impressions of her are as much based on his vit g
. - /%// 2

actually looking at her. When he does really see her, he fancies her — 2

him between his feelings and social status and expectations. Austen sh

&

L
L

&
W - >

many writers have done, how in the end, love and = ission triumph ove P
. . . G
obligations and expectation. = B
o

=& Finally, Elizabeth’s reacti» o L 3..y’s put-down is worth noting: ////////////%/

‘She told the stor % 1 _ edt spirit among her friends; for she had Rh

a lively ui - sposition that delighted in anything ‘ridiculous 2/////////////%
(p. 14) eth’s lack of self-pity, her spirit and her amusement \ W

contribute to making her the attractive heroine she is, and
incidentally, to attracting Darcy who tends to take himself and his
world far more seriously. It is also worth noting how Elizabeth
does not resent her sister’s success but shares in her happiness —
her lack of selfishness is a very positive quality. Many of Austen’s
novels deal with sisterly relationships, largely because there was
more equality and often stronger relationships in those days
between women who shared status than with men who belonged
to, and lived in, a very different world.

S

Debate Prompt

Darcy’s first words towards Elizabeth make it obvious
that they would be o good match. Discuss.

Extended Essay Question
Prejudice is a theme that runs throughout the nove!. Discuss how it is she

s B e e COPYRIGHT
( J PROTECTED

g

Tod

Education
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e@%m4m Reflecting on the %

Summary

In private, Jane and Elizabeth Bennet talk about the ball and Jane describes
We learn more about the Bingley family; that Mr Bingley earned his fortun:
sisters are ‘proud and conceited’ (p. 17). The narrator also provides further
‘steady friendship’ between Bingley and Darcy by describing their different

Commentary

We see the warmth and intimacy between the two e' !¢ sisters here, altho
more independent and intelligent one, discrir .. "E'irﬁgjjuélging and choosin
carefully perhaps than the open and a.* nawe Jane (a characteristic tha
indifference or complacenc ..t erh 5 with some reason). Elizabeth comme
the world are good ~i . %?\j‘e _ablein your eyes’ (p. 16). Clearly, Elizabeth is
f (1 alittle too much — at least before having to revise sev
a# ough the Bingley sisters who are rather unpleasant, perh:
frustrated characters who, through their status as females, are denied mug
marriage objects. Note that a lot of their wealth comes from trade — in tha
acceptable source of money than inheritance, although they choose to forg
whose money comes from trade. Austen’s novel suggests attitudes to such
particularly when we meet the Gardiners later in the novel.

We learn about the parallel friendship between Darcy and Bingley.
Bingley acknowledges Darcy’s ‘judgement’ (abstract nouns are very
important in Jane Austen; her use of them implies that they can be
measured and tested securely) and the fact that he is ‘clever’, but the
narrative voice slides easily from Bingley’s reflections to her own views
as she pronounces Darcy ‘haughty, reserved and fastidious’ (p. 18).
These words are well worth considering carefully as they are not as
damning as they may seem at first. ‘Fastidious’ implies choosy rather
than just snobbish. Both Elizabeth and Darcy in that sense are
‘fastidious’ in that they are looking for something more than is typical
in their society, or looking beyond society’s expectation and values for
something of their own; in other words, being independent, something
that appeals to modern readers very much.

.&
3
Active Learning Task

Austen privileges, or gives more time =«  ac
to Lizzy’s reflections. What do.o v !y hey tell
us here? Discuss in pairs,

Extended Essay Question
Elizabeth and Jane's conversation shows their closeness, but what do
views of people, and what does that tell us about their characters?
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@x§%m5 and 6 — %’a“qum?ég
Chapter 5

Summary

Miss Charlotte Lucas pays a visit to Longbourn where she discusses the Mg
ladies. The ladies discuss how, at the ball, Charlotte overheard Mr Bingley
woman in the room. The ladies discuss Mr Darcy’s perceived negative qual
her mother that she will never dance with him.

Commentary gl "j’

This chapter highlights the way that Dastes L "ﬁg"’ﬁierceived by the society
that he is ‘ate up with pride’ ar 1. Vi -.d e a ‘misfortune’ to be liked by h
great deal of DFEJudIC” © u¢* oushe makes up her mind about him with lit
his characg ¥l e < inpts to speak up for Darcy but Mrs Bennet’s mind |
discussion § ythe nature of pride and whether it is ever justified. Mary :
pride and vanity perhaps deserve more reflection than they often get. In p:
comment from Mary — bookish and rather pompous — but there is a way in
there can be a good kind of pride as well as negative one. Where pride is r¢

strength it can be a positive thing

Debate Prompt
Jane is right about Darcy’s shyness b

Chapten 6

Summary

Elizabeth Bennet and Charlotte Lucas discuss the possibility of Mr Bingley o
Darcy has developed romantic feelings towards Elizabeth, though she is ob
party at Lucas Lodge, Sir William Lucas attempts to get Elizabeth to dance \
Darcy admits to Miss Bingley that he considers Elizabeth to be a ‘pretty wo
attempts to tease him about the possibility of marriage and having Mrs Bet
in-law’ (p. 28).

Commentary

Charlotte Lucas is Elizabeth’s best friend apart from her sister, Jane, and sh
contrast to Elizabeth. Charlotte is much more rea'i-*. o perhaps unroman
marriage. Notably here she remarks that if la e v.2 s to win Bingley she n
She also remarks that ’Happme« dria ageis entlrely a matter of chance
both these comments bu* 's - f- 1us that there is more substance to them
Charlotte evgaaua’l ~ = > "the unromantic, pompous Mr Collins. This is o
hoine of her own judgements and beliefs. Charlotte is alsa
2a that Jane is a bit too complacent in love, trusting too mu
to make rather than being active enough in her demonstration of her affec

Darcy clearly begins to feel strongly for Elizabeth, having dismissed her, jus
she will never dance with him. Their apparent opposition to each other onl
as their disagreements and disputes actually suggest a degree of similarity,
in their judgement, wrong about each other, yet clearly of interest to each
complements his refusal to play along completely with society’s games. W
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can dance’(p. 26) we laugh at his snobbery but also recognise a critical attit
something which perhaps makes him tell the scheming Miss Bingley, despe
game, just how much he does find Elizabeth Bennet attractive. Note too he
quoting local proverbs to tease Darcy’s dignified pomposity — such playfuln
him to her and the reader to Lizzy. See the ‘Relationships’ section for furth:
relationship.

It is worth noting too that dancing and balls were the

key kind of courtship in that sort of society; the easy
access each sex now has to each other was unknown in
Austen’s class in those days, so things like balls and
dances were crucial for assessing the merits, ..y ic ) oo
and otherwise, of potential partners. .2 * » Laity’s
sneering at dancing is more th A \;.,*féti‘béry but also

a kind of awkwardnecs * ¢ - /iiess too.

Active Learning
List all the ways |
chapter. Proud? |
you apply to hit

//;”’ ~ Extended Essay Question
s‘"’* How do Elizabeth's and Charlotte’s attitudes differ to love and marriv

P
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ton 7 — Dane Visits %etﬁ%é

Summary

The chapter begins by mentioning the Bennet ladies’ financial situation, wi
two thousand a year’ will not be inherited by his daughters (p. 29). Catherii
learn of a militia regiment near their aunt, Mrs Phillips’ home and become
officers and talking about them excessively, much to their father’s annoyai

Jane receives a letter from Caroline Bingley, inviting her to dine at
Netherfield Park but her mother will not allow her to t! = the
family carriage, preferring Jane to travel on hc. . 0c . “asthis
would allow her to stay the nightin th. t zle,.,,ﬁo‘ﬁe since ‘it
seems likely to rain’(p. 31). H3: i 5 . ~on horseback to
Netherfield Park in th=> 3 ., “c (ollowing morning Jane writes a

letterto h Pr .ueth, stating that she is ill with a ‘sore
throat and'§ che’ and cannot return home for the time being
(p. 32).

Elizabeth travels the three miles to Netherfield Park on foot to be
with Jane and arrives muddy and red-faced but Mr Darcy admires
her appearance. After Elizabeth visits her sister’s bedside, she
accepts Miss Bingley’s offer that she may stay at Netherfield Park
until Jane is feeling better.

Commentary

It may seem strange to us that a walk alone could attract so much discussic
ramble to Netherfield to help Jane when she falls ill (partly as a result of he
scheming to try to get her daughter stranded there so she can be close to t
Not only does it suggest the strength of her affection for her sister, and het
a certain independence in her character, a romantic streak that notably ch:
‘propriety’. Propriety is a term to indicate a right-thinking sense of behavio
society, or according to a set of moral values; it is linked to the word ‘prope
on. Elizabeth’s departure from what might be seen as conventional or acce
of her class walking so far alone — suggests that spirit and difference of cha
more modern and more of an individual than for example the social-climbi
everything to try to fit in with society’s values, right or wrong. Such spirit al
Charlotte, her best friend, who conforms —does 'l = sc siety thinks is right
wants —in marrying the pompous Mr Ce'lii's . Srftw‘sake of marriage, not ¢

The business of the ent2i' . | & 3 #axs out how hard society then was for wa
and fortuncesll o\ < aerited by a male heir, not by his daughters, and
the family\ to lose their wealth and status unless they make good m:
worth reme™5ering when judging Mrs Bennet — perhaps in her behaviour
than we sometimes recognise. That Austen makes her the mouthpiece or s
received wisdom or common sense or what general society thinks is itself |
Austen herself felt critical of some of the more restrictive attitudes to wom
could be in her world.
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Note also Lydia’s and her sister’s interest in the officers. For much of Jane !
at war with France, and soldiers in the figure of Wickham themselves symb
breaking into the narrow society of Austen’s story — with pretty devastatin
Austen for narrowness of focus, but she recognises the wider world at time
she often challenges the narrow society that some of her less intelligent ch
whole world. It is interesting too that Wickham is connected to the initially
down on this country world, but who comes to learn
that good or bad behaviour is not the privilege of one
class or another.

Debate Pron

Mrs Benneti: is she

Active Learning Task 1
Elizabeth’s fierce loyalty to anc' s stec v,
relationship with her sist> 4 ¢ o swere. Find
other exarzesl@lf I > . © non for her sister in
the book o
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@£§ Chapters 8 and 9 — Jane's 9%
Chapter 8

Summary

Elizabeth notices that Mr Bingley is extremely concerned about Jane’s ill he
Hurst criticise Elizabeth in her absence for travelling across the muddy lanc
their fondness for Jane and their disliking of Mr and Mrs Bennet and their:
but Bingley and Darcy refuse to be drawn into this and defend them.

In the drawing room, Elizabeth is teased by Bingley’s sisters for having a la\
corrects them, stating ‘l am not a great reader, and | have pleasure in man,
‘accomplished” young women are discussed and a brief debate begins cong
individuals possess the ability to be ‘accomplished’ at many things (p. 38).
Elizabeth confirming that Jane’s condition has worsened and Bingley insist:
in the morning.

Commentary

We see plenty of examples of snobbery from the Bingley sisters and from Da
although if you look at the remarks Darcy makes ahnt - & 2m having uncles v
unfashionable part of London so that ‘marrin {m = 5, any consideration in
(p. 37), you can perhaps suggest th~" ‘e : . :eady subconsciously thinking o
marriage with her. Likewic~ er‘ ¢ later talks about the qualities in a worr
reading, it is wagrth i > 0. hatElizabeth has just been doing that. The obviol
L’s admiration, and his blunt response as well as Elizabeth’s
show that K@ Darcy and Elizabeth see through what we call affectation — p
also contrasts with Elizabeth’s real concern for her sister — someone else — st

Perhaps the most important exchange so far occurs in Chapter 8 between Ei
argue over women’s accomplishments, which is actually an argument over v
typically full of praise for all women - they are all multi-talented. Elizabeth t¢
women, partly because Mr Darcy is being so idealistic and unrealistic, partly
what he says, and partly because of that warmth and down-to-earth quality

Pride and Prejudice Cambridge IGCSE Study Guide Page 18 of 115

_

-
///////
. =

%/////////////%

//// 2

P

.

=N
& &

L
L

o

L

e

v

P

e

P

//

W
\ " 4

4

i
\\\\\\\

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

Tog

Education




Bingley pretends to be more than she is, Elizabeth herself is attractively mot
time, in the animation of their argument, there is a kind of agreement, a soi!|
a subtext in which both are actually arguing for women to be taken serioushy
attractive objects with talents added like decorations. Mr Darcy’s idealism is
search for more than the superficial (surface) attractions of a Miss Bingley. £
is itself a quiet assertion of the desire of an intelligent woman not to be defit
her to be. Her resistance to his power and opinions begins to interest Darcy |
is just the kind of deep, thoughtful character he seeks.

Debate Prompt .

Darcy holds the same opinion: ak sut i “Mx’erinef' family as Caroline Biyy
»)"i/

o —

&
2d Essay Question
)are and contrast the behaviour of Miss Bingley and Lizzy in this ¢

Summary

After receiving a note from Elizabeth, Mrs Bennet visits Jane at Netherfield
iliness is not serious. However, wanting Jane to stay in the company of Bing
her daughter as being too unwell to be moved and Miss Bingley assures hg
for during her iliness. Having brought Lydia and Kitty along with her, Mrs B¢
Park residents in the breakfast parlour and Lydia reminds Bingley about a p
own ball at Netherfield Park. Bingley confirms that he will gladly organise o

Commentary

Mrs Bennet’s eventual visit to Netherfield confirms Mr Darcy’s prejudices &
society. When she boasts that she dines with ‘four and twenty families’ ant
surprise that ‘there is quite as much of that going on in the country as in th
boasting exposes her to ridicule as she is trying to be more than she really |
and self-consciousness show her awareness of her mother’s failings, but is
of her as yet unacknowledged feelings for Darcy. Some critics observe that,
realise, both show a deeper interest in each other than they are fully awar:
concern about her family’s conduct and manners .~ +s hrough the novel.
greater awareness and intelligence excent ‘o, ‘fh{;; rather who tends not to
perhaps it owes something to b~ *?ri‘r.ess of Darcy and what he stands |

Note againg«llva = ¢ .ich Elizabeth and Darcy converse —they may disa¢
jnde'rstanding between them that suggests they understar
®Elizabeth plays up her disagreements with him perhaps beca
him, and that just fascinates him the more as most of the people in his gra\
or to be rather bland.

i .

! Extended Essay Question

H In what ways does Mrs Bennet make a fool of herself in conversation, ¢
i

1

us about the world she lives in2
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Q@ cé/mpm&mmﬂwgmc‘/&%

Chaptev 10

Summary
Jane’s condition has improved slightly and after attending to her
sister, Elizabeth sits in the drawing-room and is amused by Miss
Bingley’s attempts to hold a conversation with Darcy while he
writes a letter to his sister. When Darcy has finished his letter,
Bingley’s sisters sing and play the piano and during this
entertainment, Elizabeth notices Darcy staring 2t . o
concludes that he must dislike her. Elizal » 1 ;j;aerf’sﬁrprised
when Mr Darcy asks her to dar- v ‘> Fiin and she refuses to
do so but Darcy is not cf - *;ﬁg nd instead feels ‘bewitched’ by

o B\ . ,é*jeéious of Darcy’s interest in Elizabeth
' tease him about this in an attempt to
discourage mim. Elizabeth recognises that the Bingley
sisters dislike her but remains in high spirits, hoping that
she and Jane will return home to Longbourn soon.

Active Learning
Imagine you arg
entry of your viz

Commentary

This is another chapter in which we witness much
delightful conversation between Darcy and Elizabeth
that reveals an understanding and sensitivity between them for all their ap
Elizabeth’s puzzlement at Darcy’s interest in her is typical of Austen’s irony
but ‘liked him too little to care for his approbation’ (meaning approval) (p.
many mistakes in her judgement and this is part of Austen’s realism about
wrong about others and ourselves and need to learn, and learn humility in
ourselves can defeat our awareness of both ourselves and others. Her bling
when he says for example, ‘I do not dare’ when she teasingly invites him to
been more striking to original readers than perhaps today’s where express)
more open and casual (p. 50). It makes for delightful comedy and insight in
know ourselves easily or without effort of mind, and

taking responsibility.

Note how Elizabeth runs off again at the end of the
chapter on her own —a display again of individualitv - 1
a rejection of the unpleasant society that ker ‘tr.>c .o
stifle her (p. 52). / :

Active Learning
When Elizabeth
of the chapter i\
some other exan
you have found |

txtended Essay Question
What do Darcy and Elizabeth’s exchanges tell us about their characty
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Chaptev 11

Summary

Jane is well enough to join the Netherfield residents in the
drawing-room after dinner, where Bingley pays her a great deal
of attention and hardly speaks to anyone else. Bingley continues
to talk about his plans to hold a ball. Darcy and Elizabeth begin a
satirical debate concerning the subject of pride as a character
trait. Darcy admits he has ‘faults” and a ‘temper’ which could
‘perhaps be called resentful’ (pp. 56-7).

.
.

)ﬂ !

Commentary po il 55
In this chapter there is another delick .« + . pwf’sa"f‘ion where we
again see, for all their argui~.: ad. o of engagement between
Elizabeth and Darcy i\ s )ﬁsf;%ev‘s'seductive arts in walking
around th t. _how herself off are quickly pushed aside by
Darcy’s anc eth’s conversation about humour and pride.
Elizabeth remarks that she is diverted, amused by ‘Follies and
nonsense, whims and inconsistencies’ (p. 56). She says in a deliberately blu
(p. 56). He comments that he tries to avoid any such weaknesses and that |
real ‘superiority of mind’. We laugh with Elizabeth at Darcy’s sense of his ¢
can also recognise in the conversation is that they are really defining and ¢
personalities to each other, almost exaggerating how they feel as they are
do not want to give ground. Darcy feels deliberately misunderstood — he s&
dialogue stops. Elizabeth senses Darcy’s social superiority, his status as a m
own world, and has to challenge it and tease him out of a self-regard she ¢
do this is because they care what the other thinks. When Elizabeth says the
‘propensity (tendency) to hate every body’ (p. 57) there is more than one i
dislikes her and her class (and in part he does), but there is an unspoken cr!
along with everything and everyone else. In a way, she wants to be regarc:
he wishes for that when he says she misunderstands him. They both really
the other. Love and hate can often be close together, and strangely, argum
close together as at the end they understand each other more.

- —

Deba 1 apt

¢ . Lown'represents women in the book and Darcy represents men. Dise
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=

@6%&%&12, 13 and 14 — W Col
@ |

=
‘@Ww 12 >
Elizabeth writes to her mother to request a carriage for herself and Jane b /////////////

. . . y 3 i
this as she wants her daughters to stay with Mr Bingley for a full week. Mt /%

Jane to stay in his home a while longer but the Bennet sisters agree they w -
only and borrow Bingley’s carriage to travel the next day. Mr Darcy is reliey /%///
attracted to Elizabeth, he dislikes the present situation, whereby Miss Bing B
feelings and is uncivil to Elizabeth. Jane and Elizabeth .
leave Netherfield and return home to Longbourn ..% e '

their father is pleased to see them but tha'z r %{;M«*’ .

.

-
G

&

L
L

"

s G

e

4

P

Active Learning

criticises them for leaving the“ Ft:'r"‘ Wy ‘h:ji sehold before In pairs, summafi %////////////%/
afull week haspassed. .~ Darcy has that o B
. . the novel. i,

Debate Prompt

Mr and Mrs Bennet have very different parenting styles. Discuss.

Chaptev 13

At breakfast, Mr Bennet tells his family about a letter he has received
from his cousin Mr William Collins, who is the legal heir to Mr
Bennet’s estate. Mr Collins states his desire to make peace with Mr
Bennet, despite a long-standing family feud which existed between
their fathers. Since Mr Collins’ father has passed away, he invites Mr
Bennet to accept an ‘olive branch’ of peace and recognises that
although he is heir to Mr Bennet’s finances, he will ‘make every
possible amends’ for the Bennet daughters (p. 62). Mr Collins also
states that with the financial assistance of a woman named Lady
Catherine de Bourgh, he has become a clergyman. Mr Collins arrives
to stay at Longbourn and enjoys complimenting Mrs Bennet on her
‘fine’ daughters and looking around the house which on: day, is due

to belong to him (p. 63). -le 2 COPYRIGHT
; o PROTECTED

Debate Prompt

Mr Collins § aly mical character. Discuss.

g

_____________________________________________________________ Jog

1
i Extended Essay Question Edwﬁﬂtlﬂﬁ
E How does Austen use Collins’ way of speaking and writing to criticism |

i
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Chaptev 14

Summary <
After dining with Mr Collins, Mr Bennet asks him about Lady 5
Catherine de Bourgh. Mr Collins replies by praising Lady
Catherine and talks about her daughter, Miss de Bourgh, who
apparently has ‘superior’ beauty and, unfortunately, a ‘sickly
constitution” which prevents her from progressing both in social
and educational terms (p. 66). On spending the evening with
him, Mr Bennet decides that Mr Collins is an ‘absurd’ man but
enjoys listening to his cousin making unintelligent cory> sation
(p. 67). Later, Lydia rudely interrupts Mr Collir.« ne - heis
performing a reading from a book anc'.'~ ai. . £lizabeth
criticise her. Wl A

s duces the absurdly pompous Mr Collins who is a really got
pride, and whose prejudices, based on rank and privilege are a fine exampl
failings. There is more about him and the other major characters in a later
writes in the book are very useful in judging him. The long-winded letter ai
indicators of his character. When he invites himself to Longbourn, he ‘prop
‘satisfaction’ or visiting without too much ‘inconvenience’ to himself —in ¢
does he looks at from how it affects himself. He is full of his own views and
and wants, and comes seeking a wife in the way someone would go into a |
name drops Lady Catherine and believes in her despite her obvious unplea:
status in society, not because of what she is. When he arrives, he is full of ¢
contrasts markedly with Darcy’s intelligent bluntness of opinion. Character.
exaggerate are always criticised by Austen — they are essentially false, irrat
some way or other. Sincerity and integrity are often associated with brevity
whereas characters who talk too much invariably do so to try to make an it
who are putting on an act. His long-winded apologies are to satisfy himself
to please and in the end, please himself.

It is worth noting too that Lydia interrupts his sermon reading (p. 67). Not ¢
lack of respect, even if the joke is mostly on Collins reading something so t¢
arrogant assumptions about his audience, but it also shows how she repre:
challenges traditional moral values. While this leads to har downfall —she |
moral ideas — she is a fascinating character who, ...~ ae¢ ways, is the more
because she won’t conform to what is evnict *d .icr heart rules her head t
something new in giving her suct. ¢ “?o‘gb and ihdependent and demandin
study on page 66). o a

&

Active Learning Task

Imagine you are Mr Collins visiting the Bennets
for the first time. Write o diary entry about your
time with the family.
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@@ Chaptev 15 — M Collinsg' Dntent
o

Summary
The chapter begins with a paragraph about Mr Collins’ character traits, in which
pride and obsequiousness, self-importance, and humility’ (p. 69). It emerges the
one of the Bennet sisters as part of his plan to make amends with the Bennet fa
initially drawn to Jane, Mrs Bennet still hopes that Mr Bingley will propose to he
encourages him to choose a different sister. Mr Collins settles on Elizabeth, with
marry him soon. After irritating Mr Bennet by following him around his study at
decides to accompany the Bennet sisters (all except for Mar) on their walk to t|
e
The ladies are soon distracted by the appe 'rc ﬁ'céi;er George Wickham, \
introduced to Lydia and Kitty bv 2= ric : i.amed Mr Denny. Mr Wickham
described as a handsome >+« 2 die who is soon to become a lieutenant. |
and Bingley riga irt ".f} lluge on horseback and greet the Bennet sisters
be., Wickham and Darcy both behave in a shocked and
@ 1anner, much to the confusion of Elizabeth and Jane. The
chapter concludes with the Bennet sisters taking Mr Collins to visit to their
Mrs Philips, where they discuss their plans to have supper together the foll
evening and the possibility of Mr Philips extending an invitation to Mr Wick

Commentary

Austen’s comment that Collins ‘was not a sensible man’ (p. 69} is an importan!
is stronger in Austen than its commonplace usage today suggests. It speaks of
things, a lack of judgement and openness to the world around him — he does |
we see in his self-satisfied and narrow-minded character, and his worship of L
who is critical of others and herself in the best sense, he is unable to see thing
class and his society. It is also quite arresting to see how calculating he is in hig
that the Bennet girls are attractive, but his principal thought is to get married,

bride and his feelings quickly switch from Jane, when he finds she is almost en
thinks) to Elizabeth, without considering whether or not she is interested in ar
unromantic view of marriage is very different from how most people in Weste
relationships, and certainly one that Austen is quarrelling with herself, even it
eventual marriage to Charlotte the reality of such arrangements. Rather, Austi
the union of Elizabeth and Darcy the importance of love in all its senses — and

woman having a choice and being in fact determined that it is right for her ant

Finally, we meet Mr Wickham who is of most ‘gentlem~r like appearance’ |
fascinating minor character, the opposite to Co'!i is "1 nic attractiveness ani
also to Darcy in his lack of integrity and | ~ e v nusten makes Elizabeth in
deceived by him too, at least a* .. «« . ;\Q i1 part as part of a lesson she leat:
what it seems. He may ¢ ¢ w2 ndn-like in appearance — a visual prejudici

in reality. ALl sc© ‘g, his

character, hdia’s, does not

quite fit eas®nto the moral and

thematic pattern of the novel, and Debate Prompt

he is discussed in detail in the The fact that Wickham is o member of the
character section below.

i .

I Extended Essay Question

H In what ways is Wickham’s characterisation different from Darcy’s and
i

i

with Lizzy?
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@,<§ Chapter 16 — Wow Wickham
Summary

The Bennet sisters and Mr Collins attend Mrs Philips” home, along with Mt
friends. Mr Wickham is admired by every lady in the room and Elizabeth is
her during a game of cards. Mr Wickham tells Elizabeth that Darcy’s father
explains that Darcy prevented him from inheriting money from ‘the late M|
to provide for Wickham in his will (p. 77).

Wickham claims that instead of his military
role, he had intended to build a careerinthe .. =~
church but has been unable to follow "¢ &
path due to Darcy’s selfishnesc i e -, g all

of his father’s wealth * . a ~1i.Wickham

T\ ( ._iine de Bourgh is

laims that Darcy will

probably marry his cousin, Miss de Bourgh in
order to retain their family’s collective wealth.
Elizabeth tells Wickham about her own dislike

for Darcy and leaves her aunt’s house deep in
thought about their conversation.

Commentary

When we first read Wickham’s conversation with
Elizabeth, it seems to confirm her suspicions about the
pride of Mr Darcy. Indeed, it casts him in a very ugly

Active Learning

light, but Elizabeth is predisposed to dislike him, and to
admire Wickham. Perhaps we can again see a kind of
unconscious fascination on her part for Mr Darcy — even
though she is pleased to hear ill of him, he is almost as
much the focus of her thoughts as Wickham. When we
read the conversation a second time in the light of our
understanding of the whole book, we can observe some
of the faults that Elizabeth later comes to recognise in
Wickham. Note for example Wickham’s comments to
her that it ‘gives him (me) pain to speak ill of a Darcy’ (p
80) when he has just been doing that fora good v '
and also her awareness of the ‘delicacv’ ol wl at i

Can you find any
conversation with
quite what he s
references to pri

Active Learning
List the referency
this chapter.

Wickham talks about but not sesiil, 1< LOwW quick and ready he is to conii

Darcy. She later reflectc ¢ |
the way he

.« f-cuthat, as a comparative stranger, she sht
\o1 * < .o talk so freely so soon. His talkativeness contra:
k2t principle we see so often in Austen that the apparently

S S N R S N Y RN

think of other instances in the novel so far where other characters are |

1 .

! Extended Essay Question

! How does Wickham’s conversation with Lizzy suggest that he is not qui
i

i

1

to how they really are?
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Chaptev 17 — My Collins Galks to E

Summary

Elizabeth tells Jane about her conversation with Mr Wickham. Jane is shoci
with Darcy considering their contrasting character traits and raises doubts
Elizabeth remains convinced by it.

Mr Bingley and his sisters visit Longbourn and invite the Bennets to the upt
Collins tells Elizabeth that he hopes to dance with her at the ball but she lo
Mr Wickham instead. '

- d

: “
&

o e h
Elizabeth is shocked when she guesse: * M. _ollins wants to make her
Parsonage’ and learns that har wic 1 — approves of his intentions (p. 75). £
Collins’ compliments ‘v 4 i ~pethat she can avoid the ‘serious dispute’ w

Commentary

The comment, ‘it was not in her (Jane’s) nature to question the veracity (tn
such amiable appearance as Wickham’ (p. 84) tells us a lot about Austen’s ;
She often adopts a satirical view of even her most favoured heroines, putti
perspective that, as in all comedy, reminds of us human weaknesses and vt
all judge by appearance, perhaps especially when = -y and perhaps the \
prejudice. Lizzy’s triumphant and misplaced “ aei ~ Jas truth in his looks’ ai
to think’ similarly reminds us that ©y ‘a’ ' : many charms, Elizabeth is hur
part of the book in her jur'~ ant )i 'some key characters.

Look closely at the way that the key characters perceive each other in the first pan
this tells us about appearance versus reality (e.g. Wickham, Darcy, Jane, Elizabeth)
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@/@%mmm%wm%wg

Summary

The Bennets attend the Netherfield ball and Elizabeth is disappointed to di
absent. Believing Mr Denny’s claim, that Wickham has chosen not to attent
gentleman’, Elizabeth hopes to ignore Darcy throughout the evening since
serve as ‘injury to Wickham’ (p. 88).

Despite being determined to hate Darcy, Elizabeth accepts his hand for a ¢
Elizabeth behaves coldly towards Darcy and broaches t : subject of Mr Wi
‘desirous of changing the subject’ (p. 91). Elizz".2 n . d Larcy share a satiri
S 1

suggests that he is ‘blinded by prejud’ .~ |

& s

Soon after, Miss Bingley approaches Elizabeth to inform her that Mr Wickh
treated Mr Darcy in a most infamous manner’ despite the fact that Darcy '
kind to him’ (p. 93). Elizabeth reacts angrily and thinks Miss Bingley is moti
the malice of Mr Darcy’ (p. 93). Despite learning of similar accounts from J&
remains convinced of Wickham’s story.

On learning that he is related to Lady Catherine, M~ 1 1s decides to intro
despite Elizabeth’s protestations. Meanwtile Jar. - s deli;ghted to be gettin
having danced with him frequent" . ! ia , 1..en embarrasses her family by s
and Elizabeth grows impa* - w‘n _ilr Collins, whose constant presence pi
with others fag@the > 1y der of the evening.

The ball turns out to be a disappointment to Lizzy: Wickham is absent; she
her family behave in ways that let themselves down, most famously in her
who shows off and sings badly. Her father’s famous dismissal of Mary — ‘Yo
enough’ (p. 98) —is both funny but also illustrative of the father’s inability t
his daughters. He resorts to a very cruel piece of sarcasm at the expense a!
Mary, hiding from, rather than taking responsibility for her lack of discretio
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It is typical of Wickham that the novel discloses that he should not be whet
different from how he appears. We see here Charlotte’s much more pragm
in advising Lizzy not to discourage Darcy when he asks her for a dance, an¢
deliciously sparky conversation that contrasts with the pudding-like utterai
Lizzy teases him again about his solemn manner and we feel once again th:
comes from more than just irritation, even if she is not aware of her own {¢
accusation of him being too easily blinded by prejudices is, of course, ironi
Miss Bingley tell Elizabeth things she is determined not to hear. She hurts [
character ‘puzzles’ her; but while she thinks she knows the truth about hin
what she thinks of him herself entirely. If we follow this line on their growii
more sense of her subsequent changes of mind, and '*: - erlines a fascinatic
he openly despite his pride, she unconsciousl: ;4 é‘%n} = her prejudices. Evel
family’s behaviour, although correct 7.t Jo»w’sié‘h, are perhaps particul:
consciousness of Darcy, his Q;}'mé% ..d some kind of respect for him desf

. o

&

Note how ori ) L makes up her mind that a marriage between Jane ar
conclusion), w dismissive she is of her other daughter, Lizzy whom s
to capture for ‘Elizabeth was the least dear to her of all her children’ (p. 10
material things and consequence (status) for herself, not for the feelings o

Debate Prompt

Mr and Mrs Bennet are good role models for their daughters. Digc

Extended Essay Question
What exactly are the sources of Elizabeth’s embarrassment over her |
important?

o S s S S S O SO N R W S S R S S O R W S N R R S S O R S S S S S S O S S R S S O R W S S R G S S O R S S S, S 5 NN
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@;@ Chapters 19 and 20 — The PBusiness of
Chaptev 19

Mrs Bennet insists that Elizabeth should sit alone with Mr Collins, as he
has something important to ask her. Mr Collins proposes to Elizabeth and
despite her polite refusal of this offer, he has difficulty understanding
that she does not want to marry him and continues to make his proposal.
After refusing his offer several times, Elizabeth grows tired of Mr Collins’
‘perseverance in wilful self-deception’ (p. 106), and she l2aves the room,
determined to speak with her father on the matt-. ' .e. admirer

i

-

continues to make his advances. o

reakfast room to congratulate Mr Collins, Mrs Bennet is &
has rejected his proposal and calls for Mr Bennet to ‘make Lizzy marry Mr.{
‘change his mind and not have her’(p. 109). Mrs Bennet also adds that if Ell
she will ‘never see her again’, to which Mr Bennet tells his daughter: ‘Youi
again if you do not marry Mr Collins, and | will never see you again if you ¢t
are discussing the matter, Mr Collins sits alone and considers ‘on what mal
him’ but although ‘his pride’ is ‘hurt’ from the occasion, he suffers ‘in no at
calls Elizabeth an ‘undutiful child” and makes it clear that if she doesn’t fin¢
financially on her father’s death (p. 111). Eventually, Mr Collins approache:
he will withdraw his proposal.

Commentary

MF Collins’ proposal is delightfully self-centred and almost entirely lacking |
Lizzy. While the whole scene is comical and we cannot but side with Elizabe
mpther’s near hysterical reaction when she rejects him underlines just how
family fortunes are and how much pressure there was on women in her cla
parents expected — and to marry for the sake of status and heirs as much a
insensitivity is highlighted in his complete inability to accept Lizzy’s propos:
matter of form. Mr Bennet’s response to the situation is typically laconic -
either Elizabeth or his wife deal with their awkwardness. We feel again for
Mr Bennet has given up on his wife and is uneasy wit" .. 5 responsibilities &
He retreats to his library. D . e

r e

i . .

! Fagen-! - .y question

: L L fi »a the comical aspects, what does Mr Collins’ proposal to Eliz:
1

i

@' men in the novel2 Why is Mrs Bennet so distressed by Elizabeth’s
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@Ag@%apmﬂ and 22 — Happiness in V]
Chapter 21

Since his proposal was rejected, Mr Collins rarely
communicates with Elizabeth out of ‘resentful silence’
(p. 113). However, Mr Collins continues to stay at the
Bennet home, much to Elizabeth’s dismay. The Bennet
sisters walk to Meryton and meet with Mr Wickham,
who acknowledges that he missed the Netherfield ball in.
order to avoid Darcy. Y 4

o a

e
.

8
Jane receives a letter from Caro!i: - = i liy stating that she and her
party have left Netherfial © ¢ . ’ay;}mg‘ley has been called away on
business to@io =~  unlikely to return before the winter.
st‘hét they are soon to meet with Darcy’s sister

@ 0escribes her hopes that Charles Bingley will marry
Miss Darcy, since nobody matches her in ‘beauty, elegance, and
accomplishments’ (p. 116). Caroline concludes that she wants to
remain in contact with Jane by post. After studying the letter with Jane
in private, Elizabeth explains that Caroline Bingley is attempting to
separate Jane and Mr Bingley, by writing about her brother’s supposed
affection for Georgiana Darcy. Elizabeth believes that by bringing Mr
Bingley and Georgiana
Darcy together, Caroline

Active Learning
Imagine you are
about recent eve
the Netherfield |

Exam Tip
Bingley hopes to secure her Letters are very important to this novel in
own marriage to Mr Darcy. terms of plot and character development.

Look closely at the way that they are used.

Debate Prompt

Jane and Elizabeth are closer to each other than to their other sisters. |

Y S N R O S W ——————————————————————— O i ——— o 500 5o 50 00 00 50 90 9 0 AN

Extended Essay Question
How are letters used in tho.t 5v « /. aavance the plot and to develop

S S s N 8 G —————————————————— 0 030 00 50 S50 9 0 0 S 3 N
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Chaptev 22

Summary

Charlotte Lucas attends Longbourn and begins talking to Mr Collins where,
“from any return of Mr Collins’ addresses’ Charlotte takes effort in ‘engagiy
119). In secret, Mr Collins attends Lucas Lodge, where he meets Charlotte |
After she accepts his proposal, Charlotte’s parents are ‘properly overjoyed
match for their daughter, to whom they could give little fortune’ (p. 120). L
much longer Mr Bennet is likely to live and grows excited at the prospect ¢
husband inheriting the Bennet home.

Charlotte herself is pleased to have secured M. {li ¢ ji largely because of
over how Elizabeth will react to their --«  2riat and asks her family to ke
being. Mr Collins finally leaves .ie ! N ‘@Ad“u'rjn estate but promises a ‘gquick
Longbourn the next ¢3 = .a “'izabeth is astonished to hear about the enga
unsuitableggflkct © L. 123).

Commentary
There is a kind of awakening for Elizabeth in these chapters that is the first
when she has to revise her views, her prejudices about things. Charlotte’s ¢
encouragement of Mr Collins, astonishes and dismays her, but perhaps co
reader: ‘Charlotte’s kindness extended farther than Elizabeth had any conc
Charlotte’s defence of her action is sobering: ‘Il am convinced that my chan
fair as most people can boast on entering the marriage state’ (p. 123).Ther
that description, ‘marriage state’; it sounds so mechanical and far from the
situation most hope for. But there is more for Elizabeth to learn for she bel
will suffer and talks of her ‘disgracing’ herself; in fact, she is wrong. Charlot
excesses and gets on with enjoying the trappings of married life in a way th
possible. We side with Lizzy, but we also see Austen the realist looking prag
women in her restrictive world had to make the best of something, and ing
of the status offered to them by a man, even if it seems from the outside s

Debate Prompt

Elizabeth misjudges Charlotte and is wrong about marrying for love ro
practical reasons. Discuss.

pen ! F oy Question
. a.e several different attitudes to marriages in the novel. How ¢
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@@ Chaptens 23 and 24 — The Possibility of
Chapter 23

Mrs Bennet is displeased to learn of Mr Collins” engagement to Charlotte W
Charlotte ‘as foolish as his wife’ for accepting the proposal (p. 125). Elizabe
Charlotte, to the extent that the two friends remain ‘mutually silent on the
anxious that she hasn’t heard from Bingley since his departure, despite wri
Bingley and Elizabeth fears that his sisters will ‘be successful in keeping hiix
Mr Collins writes to Mr Bennet to express his thanks for the hospitality he |
and soon after returns to stay with the family, V\ilﬁy < /M : Bennet grows re:

position as the ‘successor’ of Longbourn o,

3

o & B
; -
- ¥ o

o
G e |

. N”('Debate Prompt

Mrs Bennet is justified in complaining about Mr Collins’
marriage situation in this chapter. Discuss.

Chaptev 24

Summary

Jane receives another letter from Caroline Bingley which praises Georgiana
conversation with Elizabeth, Jane describes her heartache in believing that
Elizabeth describes her disapproval of Charlotte and Mr Collins’ relationshi
convince Jane that Bingley’s sisters are trying to manipulate her with Carol|
prefer him to marry Miss Darcy: ‘a girl who has all the importance of mong
pride’ (p. 134). Jane is reluctant to think ill of the Bingley sisters and refuse!
claims. The chapter closes with some further information regarding Mr Wig
often socialise with him and that most of their acquaintances have chosen
worst of men’, apart from Jane who ‘always pleaded for allowances, and ut
mistakes’

(p. 136).

Commentary

Despite the awkwardness of her own situation as her mother continues to

of Collins, a situation made even worse when she discov :rs that Charlotte |
pleasing things about Elizabeth is her concern for i1 ¢ sis 2r’s happiness tha
her than her own. Lizzy believes it is the '« 'n, ~ e Bingley sisters that th
feels for Jane who has seeming’, . ¢ - - sandoned by Bingley. Lizzy admire:
quiet suffering, but car .« " & Amc. _ner sister’s refusal to cast blame, and eve
enrages heg = . Darcy and Miss Bingley. Jane’s courage in the fac
goodness vety. She is another case of someone who is prejudiced, |
view of things and quite mistaking the harsher motivations of others.

Chapter 24 contains one of the most extended and intimate scenes betwee
quite clearly see the difference in their characters — Jane, forgiving and kint
best of all; Lizzy more critical and suspicious and wiser, even though she is
is interesting that Austen makes Lizzy, the second sister, in many ways the
interesting, while Jane is much more a traditional idea of a female heroine
probably more simply conceived in terms of beauty rather than independe
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‘easiness of temper’ of Mr Bingley, by which she means perhaps a lack of 1
independence — he is too easily content, too lacking in determination —is
There is a way in which Bingley, for all the arts of his ‘designing friends’, do
characters, and certainly he contrasts with the character of Darcy who see
(p. 131). Elizabeth’s comment that her sister is ‘too good’ is also worth refl
is an idealised character, selfless and kind to a fault (p. 132). Jane’s commeg
mother ‘had more command over herself’ alerts us to that sense of propric
In her society, self-control and self-command were much more prized than
tend to believe that it is wrong to hide feelings. While Jane’s self-control ca
in another novel might be self-destructive (not
showing feelings can eat away at someone’s ;
mental health), her self-control gives her som = ¢ » =
strength in the novel in a society whe .+ ne..” | Debate Prompt
in particular were very vulnezz sie | civathow
at each of the crise i A n ~_ei'the emotional
Mrs Benn RSl p: - - unider her suffering). Morality is sometimes a necess:

Is Jane naive in her reaction

Finally, the chapter contains one of the most interesting of Austen’s obsery
Elizabeth’s. She comments that ‘Thoughtlessness, want of attention to oth:
the business’ (p. 134). What Elizabeth is arguing is that we often hurt peop
and that that is not a good enough excuse to free us from the responsibility
comments embody that sense we have in Austen of intense concentration
relentlessly — moral agents in her world. In other words, Austen is demand
much as Jane in a way is arguing back; but whatever you make of this, you
focus she puts on our actions in the everyday world,
especially a world in which men could get away with so
much more than women (and some would say still can).
If you like, Jane Austen’s morality is partly a way of
giving women more power —she may not have the
freedom to act as a man could then, but she has an
increased authority and power to judge and resolve in
her own head the actions of others.

Active Learning
Elizabeth seems |
many of her viey
judged correctly
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Q@ Chapters 25 and 26 — Entev the Ea
Chaptev 25

Mr Collins leaves Longbourn again and Mrs Bennet’s brother Mr Gardiner ¢
with his wife. Mrs Gardiner invites Jane to stay with her in London and Eliz:
thought of Jane having a ‘change of scene’” but jokes that Bingley will not ¢
since the area where she will be staying is not high class enough for Mr Dat
connection to Darcy’s late father is also mentioned, since she previously liv
Derbyshire. She grows suspicious of Elizabeth’s affection for Mr Wickham t
past, Darcy was a ‘very proud, ill-natured boy’ (p. 141).

---------------------------------------- R
Extended Essay Question =
Compare and contrast # . 1 ar « ges and natures of Mr and Mrs Gare
ad o
Key Tern\
Stock cha
characte:
. . . of person
Mrs Gardiner confronts Elizabeth about her affection for recognisg
Wickham and warns her to retain her ‘resolution and good the sycop
conduct’ (p. 142). In response, Elizabeth states that she is not ?IV:T"P"““
in love with Wickham. Charlotte Lucas pays a farewell visit to MC: g;;ii;

the Bennets and her wedding to Mr Collins takes place soon
after. Elizabeth and Charlotte write to each other but the ‘intimacy’ of thei
and Elizabeth is saddened to receive her dull and formal letters. Jane also v
with Mr Bingley’s sisters, who claim their brother is extremely busy and El
unlikely to tell him of Jane’s presence in London. After four weeks Jane wri
that she has indeed been ‘deceived in Miss Bingley’s regard’ for her (p. 142
again, her attitude towards Jane has significantly altered. Believing Bingley
sister, Elizabeth hopes that Jane will soon forget about him.

Commentary —
Mr Gardiner is introduced as a ‘sensible, gentlemanlike man’ (p. Deh
137), and the Gardiners are indeed a kind of model, the balanced Elizal
parents that Lizzy and Jane never had as it were. Gord

s\

Note how Charlotte marries for motives other than real love, and that Wic¢
of characters, is quickly attracted to a lady of far more fortune than Elizabe
not that bothered when he transfers affections to ar: . :r. She, like all Jan:
has a kind of half-hearted relationship with th . v i 5 handsome but shall
(the type was a stock character in dre .7 the dme and reappears in varic
books). Jane Austen providec F «i'i « ‘Ci.ies with a plausible, attractive rogu
before discovering a *- = A -~ v.dt is both emotional and rational with som
a kind of lq 3 ¢ % caience, rejecting attractive reality — prejudice — for &

Note how e Mrs Gardiner, a sensible character in the novel, adjusts het
prejudices. At the end of Chapter 25 she searches around in her memory ai
been spoken of as a ‘very proud, ill-natured boy’ (p. 141). Such shifting of ¢
illustrates how easily we all can judge by rumour or appearance, or populal
hard to find something bad, and, of course, finds it.

I .

! Extended Essay Question

H ‘Handsome young men must have something to live on’ says Elizabeth \
i

i

attentions to a richer lady. To what extent is marriage about money o
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@@ %WZZ 28 and 29 — ggadq/%ﬁmma
‘?Zﬁaptw27

Elizabeth travels to visit Charlotte at Hunsford but stays
a night in London on the way with Maria and Sir William
Lucas. Here, she sees Jane and her aunt (Mrs Gardiner)
and they attend the theatre. With her aunt, Elizabeth
discusses the end of Jane’s acquaintance with Bingley
and her own interest in Mr Wickham.

G
Aﬁa‘:’ ’
28 "~
i }J‘

Elizabeth continues to H}-';‘E ol 5;1 ,:b.re“ghé is greeted by
Mr and Mrs cgllin-. A Loy _tuur of the house and grounds, Debate Pr
Maria Lucd euly tells Elizabeth to look outside, where Elizabeth’s vieh
Mrs Jenki d Miss de Bourgh are present. Elizabeth of Mr Collins ¢
comments that Miss de Bourgh ‘looks sickly and cross’ (p. — e—
156) and shows bad manners by refusing to come into the house. Charlott¢
are all invited to Rosings — the de Bourgh home, for dinner the following d:

Chapter 29

Summary

Mr Collins looks forward to the dinner at Rosings and talks of little else in tl
Elizabeth, Maria, Sir William and Mr and Mrs Collins attend Rosings where
Bourgh who is presented as a rude, self-important woman. After dinner, La
while her guests remain silent and enjoys ‘dictating’ to Charlotte about sub
(p. 160). Lady Catherine asks Elizabeth a range of personal and patronising
hear that the Bennet girls grew up without a governess to teach them dra\
the guests play some card games then return home.

Active Learning
In groups, identi
chapter about Jo

Commentary
We learn about Wickham’s interest in Miss King, because of her money — 2
materialistic or mercenary nature of aspects of Jane Austen’s society. Elizal
possible trip to the Lake District, an area that the romantic poets such as \\
popular when Austen was writing her novels. ‘What ar> nen to rocks and ¢
and also, ‘Stupid men are the only ones worth ' »v.\ g (p. 152). Both thes
Lizzy at this stage in the novel —she i< *1 " 1li, ;,zﬁayfhl, but her speech alsa
up of the weakness of Binglev ...c = . ~sance of Darcy, the ludicrous Mr Co
father, and, of course. s . ““iurdiner thinks, perhaps some disappointme
' Cti . 5 e novel sees men inevitably from her, female, pe!
=29 how poor they do appear to her at this point in the novel,
and her sex, In our eyes.
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Mr Collins turns out to be as house proud of his ‘humble abode’ as we coul
more interesting is the way Charlotte copes with his often foolish commen
hear’ (p. 154). This is a fascinating insight into the way the marriage carries
half truth that Elizabeth would not allow herself. Like all great heroines, Li:
more than exists in the relationship between these two, however realistic |
probable realities of most marriages where, in ordinary life, people find ert
turn a blind eye to them.

Elizabeth’s relationship to the pompous and grand Lady Catherine, whose &
and threatening, is one of the delights of the novel. Lady Catherine, in an ¢
believes she has a right to say and do much as she ples: s because of her &
rude to her, but she fails to show her the defe ..i zf’ei;.jvimg way to someon
forced respect) that she thinks she is .- Useen was hardly someone whe
structure of her time, but hee -an | »..a more so in Persuasion, her last n¢
that go beyond class ..t d “onal Fights and respect. Austen insists that pe
k if i ey are to earn respect. The loud domineering (pushy) |
ce the wonderful comedy of Elizabeth’s reaction to the n
and Mrs Jenkinson, the lady who lives with her, outside the Collins’ house -
had got into the garden’ (p. 156). The earthy reference to pigs and the allit:
garden’ reflects Lizzy’s contempt for snobbery and pretentiousness (preter
than we really are; it is also the kind of language, earthy and informal, tha.
Darcy’s presence to tease and deflate him). More psychologically fascinatir
notably sickly looking Miss De Bourgh ‘will make him (Darcy) a very proper
(or thought) explicitly and what is implied are slightly different here. Elizab
mind by thinking that a proud, humourless man deserves a cross, sickly wit
of kindness and health. However, underneath the wit of her thoughts, it is

much at the forefront of her mind. Collins warns Elizabeth that Lady Cathe!
distinction of rank preserved’ (p. 158). Not only does this underline her snc¢
how Lady Catherine is a complete block to social change, whereas the even
Lizzy does cross class and money barriers in a way that was perhaps more &

Elizabeth sees right through Lady Catherine and her pride and vanity. She
first creature ever to ‘trifle’ with Lady Catherine and not be in awe of her {;
observes that ‘mere stateliness of money and rank’ {(p. 158) are not impres
patterns of the book, Lady Catherine is a kind of gross exaggeration of Dart¢
looks down at first on the society to which Lizzy belongs and has to struggi
Lady Catherine reminds us spectacularly of the way in

which true class is not dependent on birth or rank v |

what and who you are.
Active Learning
List all the ways |
Catherine amus\
What exactly is

i .

' Extended Essay Question

H How does Mr Bennet's ineffectual parenting affect his daughters’ futur
i
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Q@~ ce/mpwwﬁ’O, 31 and 32 — @a/wg/%
%pm30

Elizabeth continues to stay at Hunsford, where Lady
Catherine occasionally arrives to instruct Charlotte in
household duties. Mr Darcy arrives at Rosings
accompanied by his cousin Colonel Fitzwilliam and they
visit Hunsford, where Mr Darcy assures Elizabeth that he
hasn’t seen Jane in London.

Debate Pro

Colonel Fitzwillic
Darcy’s apparen!

Chaptev 31 o G™
The Hunsford household ac=.1 ¢ ar ,j..;v-(”étfon to dinner at Rosings where Ct
Elizabeth enjovaccn ¢ “’"!}"ip‘:raffout music which Lady Catherine rudely in
sister Geo ks | 5 usical proficiency and soon after, Elizabeth begins to ¢
the piano ands near her and they discuss his inability to talk to stre

Extended Essay Question
Pride ond vanity are themes that occur throughout the novel. How doe
kinds of pride and vanity in this chapter?

R s S S S S O O O S RS SR S SR, S S O R R, SRS T A, S S S R, S5 S SR, S S S S, SR 6 S AR, SR e O SR S, S e R, S 0 S R, S S S, e, 085 N

Exam Tip
The themes of pride and class occur throughout the book. Examing

Chaptev 32

Summary

While sitting alone the next morning, Elizabeth is surprised to receive a visi
conversation, she asks him why his party left Netherfield so suddenly the p
claims that Bingley may give up Netherfield. Charlotte arrives back from a \
claims that Mr Darcy ‘must be in love’ with Elizabeth for having called on tt
way’ (p. 175). In response, Elizabeth concludes that Darcy must simply be b
finding anything to do’ (p. 175). However, Darcy soon makes further visits t
at Elizabeth but generally sits ‘without opening his lips’ (p. 176).

Commentary - -

We witness again in these chaptersas D = /1 *4rns to the scene, some su|
Elizabeth and him. She teases ' ...i L > «e'is notably warmly disposed to he
provocations. Perhap<s . mﬂjd,..sfh of his growing admiration for her is bes
comment, ‘

¢

el | = i us perform to strangers’ (p. 171). This remark tell
bt of his arrogance and pride are actually shyness, social &
two apart in"a way we sense when they speak to each other, as if each has
reserved for the someone special in their lives. Darcy is making a claim to k
quite an intimate way; ironically, Lizzy is looking to see if he really loves Lac

R Y S S R Y S A U, Y 05 R Y RS S 0 R SRS 0N R U S O O 0 S S R S S R O, O S0 N U WY S S 0 Y SO0 R 0 VR SRS N Y S 0N R R S S R S RN

Extended Essay Question
Examine why Darcy is often silent when he is around Elizabeth and ey
silence to build up comedy, suspense and tension in her narrative.
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@6 Chapters 33 and 34 — %@axwg/ P
‘@Ww33

Elizabeth keeps accidentally meeting Mr Darcy in the park, where he insist:
her. She then meets Colonel Fitzwilliam who mentions Darcy’s claim that h
the inconveniences of a most imprudent marriage’ (p. 181). Elizabeth prest
therefore ‘trying to separate Mr Bingley and Jane’ (p. 182) and she become
headache and doesn’t attend Rosings for tea that evening.

R S S O R R W - - O —— s T Y U R, B S NN

' 2

i Extended Essay Question e &

i How do Darcy and Elizabeth’s vi:» ya 7 artect other characters in the
! i

i ; .

Elizabeth decides to study the letters Jane has written to her since her stay
each letter fails to convey the ‘cheerfulness’” which she usually associates w
is then astonished when Mr Darcy calls to see her and tells her he loves hel

Due to her ‘deeply rooted dislike’” of him, Elizabeth becomes angry
and tells Darcy that she has ‘never desired’ his ‘good opinion” and
that he has bestowed it ‘most unwillingly’ (p. 186). She then
confronts him about his plans to ruin the relationship between
Bingley and her ‘most beloved sister’ and Darcy admits that he did
indeed do ‘everything’ in his ‘power’ to separate them (p. 186). She
also mentions Mr Wickham and her understanding that Darcy has
‘withheld the advantages’ which have been ‘designed for him’ (p.
187). Elizabeth then tells Darcy that he is ‘the last man in the world’
she would want to marry and he leaves the house while she begins to
cry (p. 189).

Commentary

Elizabeth’s blindness to Darcy’s growing intimacy is both comical and a ref.
pride and prejudices stop her from seeing what is really going on. She fanci
Jane, whereas the more realistic and pragmatic Char'. ¢ ' sees his behaviot
he must be in love with you.” Moreover, Char'uut » k) _ws that Darcy has pa
influence) in the church and a match s . 2nier friend Lizzy and him waot

Convinced by eereai. ,, je s letters and talking to Colonel Fitzwilliam tha
and Bingle pb. 1as in a deeply hostile frame of mind and highly prejut
class pride % oposes to her. To modern readers his proposal sounds od

In vain have | struggled. It will not do. My feelings will not be re
must allow me to tell you how ardently | admire and love you. {

Elizabeth’s reaction is comical: ‘(her) astonishment was beyond expression
hardly seems romantic — I'm doing this against my will — but modern readeg
passionate his words ‘ardently | admire and love you’ are (p. 185). People t
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quite carelessly, but Jane Austen’s serious characters do not and a word lik
weight in her work because it is used so sparingly. Of course, there is comg
interesting way, Darcy’s proposal, though passionate and sincere, is not dis
is full of thoughts about himself. Darcy goes on to
declare how he is lowering himself in social terms — his
sense of ‘her inferiority’ — and reveals himself again as a
snob, riding for a fall, but the huge difference is he is in
love, and does deeply care, and, as Elizabeth goes on to
realise, he is making sacrifices to propose to her in a way
that only underlines a depth of real feeling (p. 185).

Active Learning
List the reasons «
proposal.

Elizabeth’s rejection, and her apology for awa'.ui i“h:f ny feelings in him un
cutting, and she throws back at him b'. - mwﬁ.s"ﬁy suggesting that his st
deep if he has had such resery 6 1« Zie is hurt; she wounds him back. He
reduced to silence. Wt i i fiL1uﬁHs of the time where much could not be
always oni n 3,;oprféfy and the sense that behaviour in public at leas!
Yo is is powerfully intense stuff. She tells him that she could
because of what he did to her sister in splitting up her relationship. Darcy h
done so, but his words, “Towards him | have been kinder than towards mys
Elizabeth the more. She cannot hear the passion in his words for her, the &
only the insult and the confirmation it makes to her of his treatment of his
Wickham and her view that Darcy has treated him badly, and finishes with
world” whom she would ever marry (p. 188). There may be some irony in t!
because she does marry him of course in the end, but because perhaps it s
since she met him, she has been in some way measuring him up for marria
stands the obvious meaning on its head, but think of the intensity and coni
and it is possible to speculate at least that maybe Elizabeth has been lookit
even if in a negative sense. He composes himself and leaves, but what is alt
both characters are trapped in some ways by their pride and prejudices, ye
for each other argues for another kind of outcome in which two such passit
and will one day recognise each
other. Their feelings will
overcome their limitations, their
mutually wounded pride, just as
eventually their understanding
will match their passions.

Debate Prompt
Darcy is justified in feeling ashamed of Elizabet)

O S R O W ———————————————— - ———— - - - - 50— S W SN

®

i . S

b Extended Essay Questior y

s In what ways do botk i t te 5 display pride and prejudice in this ch
i
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@/@ Chapter 35 — A Lettew from Da
&

Summary

Darcy gives Elizabeth a letter in which he admits that he encouraged Bingle
didn’t believe she felt any ‘sentiment’ towards him and therefore, believed
connection’ (pp. 192-193). Darcy also notes that the younger Bennet sistet
‘total want of propriety’ but he praises Jane and Elizabeth for portraying b
family (p. 193). Darcy continues by claiming that he took efforts to ensure |
Hertfordshire and that along with Caroline Bingley, prevented him from kn
London. Darcy then discusses Mr Wickham and states ** it his father wante
‘valuable family living’ and ‘legacy of one thot . d ) ‘unds’ from his estate
Wickham didn’t actually want to be a '~ - m...and instead, took three th
from Darcy, claiming he wante .« < “ Sy raw but in reality, Wickham mere!
dissipation’ (p. 195) 2 = & “e years, Darcy claims that Wickham wrote tc
and statingg#lbte © ici1s to be ordained. Darcy claims that his refusal to c¢
Wickham’s¥ " of him. He concludes his letter by discussing Wickham’s
sister Georgiana one year beforehand, as a revenge tactic which would als¢
her fortune of thirty thousand pounds.

Commentary

We do not often see into the thinking of other characters apart from Elizab
dominated by Austen’s authorial voice and Elizabeth’s perspective on thing
through the convention of a letter, to see what Mr Darcy has been thinking
novels were written entirely in the form of letters, giving the writer the abl
clearly, but the subtleties of the third person narrator allow the writer to n
to another while being able to direct our responses even more by having tt
the novel itself. In Austen’s hands, this is immensely clever, but she still rel|
and they often tell us a lot about the writer — particularly here and with Lyt

Her reading and rereading the letter here advance our
understanding of his character; it also symbolises her
beginning to reread or review events from a less partial,
prejudiced or personal point of view. Leading her, in the next
chapter, to reflect, ‘How differently did everything now
appear...’(p. 201).

Active Len
In groups,
when Elizo
through p
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@@Wm%, 37 and 38 — Gime to F

Chapter 36

Elizabeth considers Darcy’s letter and views his style as ‘haughty’ and ‘all p:
Though she feels little sympathy for Darcy regarding his treatment of Jane |
with the news about Wickham but begins to realise that his portrayal of Da
Elizabeth also realises that Jane’s modest behaviour around Bingley probat
‘complacency’ rather than ‘sensibility’ (p. 202). Elizabeth also feels ashame
Darcy’s ‘mortifying’ reference to her family but is ‘soothed’ by his written ¢

lane (p. 202). s
. F h
e e o e 1 1 e e e i e S
i il i
! Extended Essay Q.cs . -
i Elizabeth re: o 5 neo Wdnity... has been my folly’ (p. 202). As the 1
i
i

Lyl O © - Leth reflect more deeply on events in this chapter?

Chaptev 37

Darcy and Colonel Fitzwilliam leave Rosings and Lady Catherine invites the
her. At dinner, Elizabeth explains that she too must leave for Longbourn so
how she has ‘unjustly’ treated Darcy and reads his letter in private so many
by heart (p. 206). At this time, Elizabeth doesn’t feel ‘the slightest inclinatic
reflects on Darcy’s claim that Bingley’s affection for Jane is genuine (p. 206

®

Active Learning Task
Pick out all the ways in this chapter that

Elizabeth thinks of others and tries to be fair
even during her own trials.
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Chaptev 38

Summary

Before Elizabeth and Maria leave Hunsford, Mr Collins tells Elizabeth how
come to stay. Maria and Elizabeth travel to London where they meet with |
and Elizabeth considers when might be the best moment to tell her sister a

Commentary

She grew absolutely ashamed of herself. — Of neither Darcy nor W
think, without feeling that she had been b" .. sartial, prejudiced,

j &

- a2
In some kinds of fiction, the crisis or e ista»»é’n"gvents and actions,
and this is true too of Auste~’« wo isjwn‘érﬂe marriage or failure to marry
constitute the key 2-~t'¢ *- lfu _ner novel is also a psychological one, and
bor = or c"ﬁéracter, judgement and vision — much more
e actions of most adventure stories. Elizabeth even
comes to realise that Darcy’s view of Jane — he had not suspected any
depth of attachment, reflects the characteristic of her sister that she has
half been aware of herself and which Charlotte had warned of — namely
that Jane had not made her affections clear enough. Elizabeth is a taught
a lesson in humility — humbling her pride, and she is made to confront
her prejudices. That she has the ability to recognise these, and change,
unlike some characters who can never see things or themselves clearly,
is a sign of her maturation — growing up — her ability to reason, and to
correct ideas against experience, key things in Austen’s world. Elizabeth
indeed launches into a systematic reflection on so much, including the
failures of her own family — even her father whom she reflects would
‘never exert himself’ (p. 206) to put things right. This may seem
pompous, but Elizabeth’s disillusionment — the breaking of her ideas of
things — actually gives her the leading moral authority in her family, and ev
take on her father and challenge him over Lydia. Her reward, in due coursge
whom, we can sense she has always had some underlying fascination and ¢
be matched by rational (reasoning) appreciation.

Some critics believe that the second part of the novel is not as interesting ¢
Elizabeth’s critical energies are somehow tamed as she comes round to aci
Darcy’s point of view; but he has to change too a».. ! .r . pirit retains its ind
revisions of opinion are significant, and <nine ‘iu:’;bgs‘t not completely convi
have suggested, the subtext of t-. « 2|: t ouiship to be at work already beft
prejudices, Elizabeth’s 5 © :,,‘ iove Darcy may not seem such a shift, cer

There is or'ga rk that is especially worth noting here and that is Elizabe!
to end their*tay. She comments, ‘how much | shall have to conceal’ (p. 21(
have seen, a very different one from ours where the vulnerability and mark
demanded much silence. Elizabeth is forced into silence to protect herself :
strength and integrity, and toughness in going through all this alone furthe

1
i Extended Essay Question

! How have recent events changed Elizabeth’s character and opinions?
i
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Q,@ Chaptens 39, 40 and 41 — Lydia ¥
%m39

On their way back to Longbourn, Elizabeth, Jane and Maria meet Lydia and
them that Mr Wickham is sure to remain single, since Mary King (whom th¢
him}) has moved to Liverpool. On returning to Longbourn, Mrs Bennet is ple
Elizabeth while Lydia talks about Wickham a great deal over dinner.

Extended Essay Question

&

How does Austen suggest Lydia’ i am: '“*;;ny"’i(n this chapter?
2

------------------------- f.u.»!i W T

Elizabeth te\a about Darcy’s proposal and letter but
decides not to include the facts about Bingley. The
sisters decide that they should keep the information
about Wickham’s true character as a secret for the time
being. The chapter ends with Mrs Bennet telling Elizabeth that Bingley ‘use
manner by leaving for London and not returning (pp. 219-220).

Active Learning
Discuss what the
you think they hu

Extended Essay Question

‘One has got all the goodness, and the other the appearance of it’ (p.
with reference to Darcy and Wickham. Where else in the novel so fo
their appearance?
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Chaptev 41

Summary

As the regiment prepare to leave Meryton, Lydia and Kitty grow
dismayed at the fact that they shall soon no longer be able to
meet with officers such as Mr Wickham and they badly want to
follow the officers to Brighton but Mr Bennet is strongly against
this. However, Lydia is ecstatic to receive a letter from the
colonel’s wife Mrs Forster, inviting her to accompany her to
Brighton. Elizabeth decides to warn Mr Bennet about the
‘disadvantage’ which will arise if Lydia attends Brightor ~ut he
declares that Lydia should go, since the trip w''t ‘a. ! hes ‘her
own insignificance’ (pp. 223-224). Pri-- . y...and the
regiment leaving Meryton, Wirwifc 1 .“.ends Longbourn for
dinner, and attempts * s . *2 Varcy but Elizabeth refuses to
join in wit'gg e

Commentary

Austen switches the focus back to Lydia and Wickham when Elizabeth retu
confirmation of at least some of Darcy’s views in Lydia’s excitable and fooll
Austen invests her with an energy and truthfulness that prevent her from {
of passion running beyond reason. As they travel back in the carriage, Lydi:
crammed in’ (p. 212) in typical fashion. She displays her self-absorption an¢
before an inconvenience now strikes the reader as foreshadowing (anticip:
carelessness, confirmed in the disputed scheme of hers to go to Brighton. |

Elizabeth’s confession of what has happened to Jane is worth careful readii
playfulness of tone, we can note just how much respect for Darcy comes t
father about Lydia’s increasingly foolish behaviour, and the unsuspecting b
comments that perhaps some of Lizzy’s lovers have been ‘frightened away
perhaps underline the way Lizzy now feels about Darcy’s view of her and hi
to help her sister and warn her father are sincere. Typically and disastrous
danger by saying, ‘Lydia will never be easy till she has exposed herself in s
following chapter suggests that Mr Bennet has made a poor marriage hims
correct his wife’s foolishness, or protect her from setting the wrong examp
psychologically, Austen is showing how her heroine is moving on, distancii
father as she finds her own feet and muses consciously and unconsciously ¢
as Darcy. Put simply Lizzy grows up and accepts s> o1 "he responsibility |

Debate Prompt

Mr Bennet sabotages the futures of his daughters. Discuss.
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e,@ %a/;ztm42 and 43 — A Visit to Pes
‘@Ww42

The relationship between Mr and Mrs Bennet is described in more detail
and it is revealed that he does not feel any ‘real affection’ for his wife (p.
228). Since Lydia has gone away, Kitty and Mrs Bennet constantly
complain about the ‘dullness of everything around them’ and though
Lydia sends letters to her mother, these are ‘always long expected and
always very short’ (pp. 229-230). Accompanied by her ar'\nt and uncle
(Mr and Mrs Gardiner), Elizabeth travels to Derbv.! | v here her aunt
suggests they should visit the grounds at.Fin i3«{;.w,f"—’Darcy’s home.

3

t Mr Bennet’'s marriage makes us feel sympathetic
towards him and his treatment of his wife and children. Discuss.

Chaptev 43

Summary

Elizabeth arrives at Pemberley and is impressed by the ‘beautiful wood’ wii
‘handsome stone building” of the house itself (p. 235). She decides that ‘to
might be something!’ and almost feels regret for shunning Darcy (p. 235). |
the house by Darcy’s housekeeper Mrs Reynolds who shows them painting
master and the ‘very wild’ Mr Wickham (p. 237). Discussing Darcy, Mrs Rey
master is ‘affable to the poor’ and that she has ‘never heard a cross word

Commentary

As Lydia leaves the scene, and Lizzy’s doubt about her parents grow, the Gi
take her off to Derbyshire where Darcy’s great country estate cannot escag
rejection of him. As mentioned already, the Gardiners are surrogate paren!
movement in and out of the story, and their good sense contrast with the |
her father, and the idle chatter or blundering of her mother. There is no co
visiting Darcy’s estate, but there is fascination, a ‘great d2al of curiosity’ th:
how the relationship is still active (p. 232).

[ & y Tuestion
» L wupeth’s feelings for Darcy begin to change and how is th
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=

Q)(E;; Chapter 43— A Visit too Pemberdey (€

=
Summary ——
Darcy unexpectedly appears and he and Elizabeth hold an awkward conve; /////
she realises the ‘impropriety’ of her visit to Pemberley and feels ‘uncomfar //////////////
Walking around the grounds, Elizabeth longs to know ‘whether, in defiance g////////}g
dear to him’ and Darcy appears again and asks to be introduced to Mr and ////////é////%
Elizabeth obliges (p. 242). Darcy shows excellent manners when interacting G
Elizabeth’s presumption that he only wants to meet them because he mist:

o

&

e

L
L

people of fashion’ (p. 244). e ' //////////////
- ! T % %
Elizabeth continues to think about Da: 1¢ves for behaving so politely v %
impossible that he should sti!! "sve” < (p. 244). After some time, Darcy wé —
tells him that she did=’ « 4l “> ¢ would be arriving at the house that day. e
friends, in gEEIRA L .2y and his sisters, are to join him the next day and h //%
introduce i ler to Elizabeth, since Georgiana ‘particularly wishes to be %/%/////////////
.. s . , . v
After realising that Darcy does not ‘think really ill of her’ despite her past b /////
to walk with him and they share an awkward ‘silence’, though ultimately bt
utmost politeness’ (pp. 245-246). As they leave Pemberley, Mrs Gardiner &
previously described Darcy as ‘so disagreeable’ since, as Mr Gardiner state:
behaved, polite, and unassuming’ (p. 246). Elizabeth then explains the true
order to ‘say something in vindication’ of Darcy’s rumoured behaviour tow
COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

Tod

Education
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Commentary
Elizabeth, although assured the family are absent, of course now encount:

house, the praise of his servants and her own changed awareness all conti| s
_

-~
for him. %///?/%//
¢ Thereiscl bolism in Li ing the pict fD d of %M

ere is clear symbolism in Lizzy seeing the pictures of Darcy, and of ¢t &
the first time, jzst as when she ‘::ead thge iettir she heard hin‘: for the fi %%
interesting sentences in the book is when she looks at the picture of hi -

the smile on his face. ‘It arrested her...with such a smile over the face,
sometimes to have seen, when he looked at her’ (p. 240). Not just a pl

.

-
G

&

e

L
L

sense, reserved for her, occasioned by looking a‘,'} . Can this be confi ///////////%%
. . . ER o
feelings she actually had for him earlier b . e = dismissed because ol %%/ %/
. ; g . v ¢
telling her? Perhaps —or perhanac ™« e adjustment of another prejut g

%
////////////%%

P

her insight at last not iv..v sth 1 _uut also of herself and what her feelir
. -

=

bse »rep'?esents a late eighteenth-century idea of perfectic
meant something particular to her culture. In later Auste " 4
time, there was a growing preference for wild landscape that imitatecd B
an idea of human nature trying to escape the restrictions of reason. In

her landscape as there is balance in her admired ideal of human natur¢

are ‘neither formal, nor falsely adorned’ (p. 235).Here is a kind of adm

simple, controlled but not artificial — the sort of values we can see in b

where openness and cultivation exist comfortably side by side.

aia

o Some find the fulsome (over the top) praise of the Pemberley servants
feelings, difficult. When she comments, ‘to be mistress of Pemberley n
has sometimes occasioned criticism that her love for Darcy is crystallis:
material worth. While this cynical interpretation is easy to dismiss in s¢
remind us of the more complex priorities that a female had to negotial
More difficult perhaps to get round is the reappearance of Darcy hims:
itself and who has lost perhaps all of his old arrogance (which is still th
Lizzy after she has rejected him). The famous BBC adaptation of the si¢
managed the apparent transformation of his character with his plunge
appreciated by female admirers!), symbolising a kind of rite of passag:
he, like Elizabeth, has lost some of his prejudices, and that now the he|
understand each other, they can appear to be what they always had t©
can know their own feelings but also respect and be tender to each ot

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g
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Is Darcy’s character change convincing. Why / why not2 Discuss. . ug

Education

Pride and Prejudice Cambridge IGCSE Study Guide Page 47 of 115



Q@ Wm44 and 45 — Qﬁaoc{/cmct%azt{
‘@Ww44

Elizabeth meets Miss Darcy and despite reports of Georgiana being
‘exceedingly proud’, Elizabeth realises that she is in fact just
‘exceedingly shy’ (p. 249). Bingley also greets Elizabeth and she
finds it difficult to resent him due to his manners and ‘good-
humoured ease’ (p. 249). Elizabeth carefully observes the behaviour
of Bingley and Georgiana and is soon ‘satisfied’ that nothing had
‘occurred between them that could justify the ho:. < f . is sister’
(p. 250). Mr and Mrs Gardiner guess tha* Car v j “sery much in
love’ with their niece but they d~ *‘i‘skt s this with her (p. 252). It
also emerges that ‘on his. . ?’:*;XUeTbyshire', Wickham ‘left many
debts behig o j“j,,a;‘?te”r”ﬁ/ards Mr Darcy discharged’ (p. 252).

°
Active Learning Task ! ;

Why do you think Georgiana is an important character in this section of the
book? Write a profile of this character and why she is important.

Chaptev 45

Summary

Elizabeth and Mr and Mrs Gardiner attend Pemberley for dinner and Bingle
them. Darcy attempts to initiate a conversation between his sister and Eliz:
interrupts by discussing the militia who were present in Meryton and thus

friendship with Mr Wickham. As Elizabeth responds to this ‘ill-natured atta
Darcy has refrained from telling anyone about Georgiana’s elopement with
Elizabeth (p. 257). After Elizabeth and her relatives leave Pemberley, Miss |
to Darcy and Georgiana but they refuse to agree with her remarks.

Commentary

The process of revision — re-vision — seeing again and adjusting her prejudit
noting that Darcy’s sister is made interestingly vulnerable. Rather like Lady
Austen is perhaps suggesting how each family has its <*= ngths and weakn¢
Georgiana is not an unattractive character like 'z 1y . itherine’s daughter, ¢
thinks at one point for Darcy. She is jus* .~ 1e e who notably lacks Lizzy’s
conventional representation 2”1 . "2 Just like Lydia, she is vulnerable b
also a suitable compan s .~ Liezy, lacking her confidence but ready to lea
awe for he khe © 1. a'male-dominated world, sisterly relationships wer¢
empoweri : aterbalance to men’s authority. Austen’s relationship witk
of the most significant in her life and this is often reflected in her writing.
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exﬁcmm%m %’ﬁ@%&%

Summary

Elizabeth receives two letters from Jane, the first of which explains the ‘un:
that Lydia has eloped to Scotland with Wickham (p. 260). The second letter
news’ that the couple may not be in Scotland since it is likely that Wickhan
or to marry Lydia at all’ (p. 261). The letter also states that Colonel Forster |
couple but without success and that he believes Wickham is ‘nota man to |
Bennet is ‘really ill, and keeps to her room’ while Mr Bennet is very angry «
concealed their attachment’ (p. 262). Though Jane is n!> ised that her sistel
‘distressing scenes’, she asks that Elizabeth re*.r f“r;; ne “as soon as possibl

After reading the letters, Elizabeth runs to the door, hoping to find Mr anc
the news before they get too far from the house but she is surprised when
appears at the front door. After instructing a servant to go after the Gardin
‘miserably ill” and Darcy stays with her as she cries and tells him about Lydi
Darcy is ‘grieved’ and ‘shocked’ at the news but promises to keep it a secre
that this ‘unhappy truth’ is unlikely to remain a private matter for long (pp.
has left, the Gardiners return to the house and together with Elizabeth, the
Longbourn.

Commentary g

Lydia’s running off with Wickhar. « ck iezy and she blames herself in pa
character (although she . - ¢ )"‘fg ueceived about it like everyone else at fii
book’s emez@e |-~ console and comfort and eventually take action t¢
hok he plays the more traditional role of hero comforting
u, thoughtful, challenging and difficult figure he is earlier. Liz:
over Lydia will end their developing relationship and it helps make clear to
esteem for him.

To some modern readers the fuss might seem disproportionate, but reade!
vulnerability of women of her class then. In the eyes of her society, unmat:
her class were a source of disgrace and scandal because marriage was the ¢
financial and social security for a girl. To modern eyes, when Lydia runs ofi
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him, her behaviour hardly seems as catastrophic as the novel suggests, bul
different context that did not just oppress women and their sexuality, but |
Lydia is ruining some of her most important life chances and choices by rur
cheapening and degrading herself. Elizabeth observes moreover that ‘Lydic
encouragement to attach herself to any body’ (p. 266). Wickham’s charact¢
novels, the rather irresponsible male seducer. Lydia is his foolish victim, bu
her own passions. In a recent edition of the novel, the writer Patricia Meye
novelists before Austen tended to represent male sexuality as the destruc
Lydia contributes to her own downfall, how she is up for sex and adventur:
female victim. In advancing the cause of women by representing their clain
complex ways, even Lydia’s behaviour plays its part i~ " sten’s novel.

- w

e =

Some of the writing in this part of the ..» JSe,»ms"”Serhaps less ambitious |
conventional than earlier in *h o ydia’s disgrace — if it is that — obviot
for Darcy to prove biro i ai “uvercome his final prejudices against the we
bIc 1 A€ is forced to go down into it and take on responsi
rs; and, of course, his connection with Wickham brings ¢
story of Lydia’s seduction, however, and the way Austen writes about it wil
moral comment is not unusual in the writing of the time. What is really fas
her very obvious forwardness in the novel and her complete lack of shame
just that Austen represents female passion so tellingly, but that in some w:
the moralising that goes on at times that is really worth more thought, anc
below.

Debate Prompt

Lydia is foolish and immature rather than knowingly going
against the traditions of her time. Discuss.
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@6 Chapters 47 and 48 — Searching lov*
Chaptev 47

Elizabeth and the Gardiners arrive at Longbourn and are greeted by a tear!
that there has still not been any news from Lydia and Wickham. Mrs Benne
Gardiner intends to join her husband in London and help to search for the ¢
some violence will break out between Mr Bennet and Wickham. After dinn
the fact that they failed to inform their family about Wickham’s true reput:
This chapter also features the letter which Lydia wrote t~ Harriet Forster, ¢
‘surprise’ everyone by going to Gretna Greento r..” .V ickham, who she ¢
{(p. 276). Elizabeth advises Jane that ‘unc»: st ’V:'hi,; wiisfortune as this, one ¢
neighbours’ (p. 278). o »

Summary

The villagers of Meryton gossip about Mr Wickham, who they consider to t
in the world’ since he left ‘every tradesman in the place’ in debt {pp. 278-
London and writes to Longbourn, asking how he might find out about Wick
connections’, but Elizabeth has not heard from her only link to such inform
Bennets also receive a letter from Mr Collins regarding Lydia’s ‘licentiousne
to disown her for her ‘heinous offence’ (pp. 281-282). It also emerges that
debts in Brighton. Mr Bennet arrives back home and admits he is ‘to blame
telling Kitty that he will be a stricter father in future (p. 284).

Commentary
Much of the most revealing parts of these chapters are the letters the fami
and from Mr Collins. Again, note the point made earlier about how they all
the minds of individual characters whose private thoughts we rarely share.
silliness are underlined when her letter begins, ‘You will laugh when you ki
when she comments on the whole affair, ‘What a good joke it will be’ (p. 2
a complete lack of thought, reflection or remorse. It ur7 erlines her vulners
the power of passion over reason, and prejudiz> ju 1 ingby
appearances) over experience in hum=» * 3ii_.tis almost as if
Lydia’s story runs against the g i ¢! *".e ook, and in more ways
than one. Collins writ> « i ~.iumily too and his empty sympathy Activ

and appall "+ . nat ‘The death of your daughter would Discys
have been Wi ing in comparison’(p. 281) exposes his sham f:;s
Christianity, and his worship not of principles or compassion but sense
of social appearances. He even congratulates himself on avoiding _fcrjue?

ey

a marriage to a family who have now sunk themselves so much in
the eyes of society.

i
i Extended Essay Question

i How have Mr Bennet's views of Lydia been prejudiced up until this pal
i
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Q@ Chapters 49 and 50 — Ghe Economics of
Chapter 49

Mr Bennet receives a letter from Mr Gardiner, which states that he has fou
they are not married. In order to secure the marriage, Mr Gardiner explain:
money Lydia will eventually inherit from Mr Bennet, he must also give the |
per annum’ during his lifetime (p. 286). After discussing the matter with Ell
explains that regardless of his own contribution, Mr Gardiner is likely to ha
money to Wickham in order to ensure he will marry Lydia. Understanding t
Elizabeth inform their mother, Mary and Kitty ab-.* .e rews and Mrs Ben
happy!’ and begins to tell her daughters 2lioL ”('tE;‘...gXﬁensive garments whi
wedding (p. 290). e L o

marriage connected to money in the novel2 Why is it necessar)
am in this way?

Summary

Mr Bennet considers how he will repay the debt to Mr Gardiner and the fa
arrangement’ has been ‘done with so little inconvenience to himself’ since
pocket allowance’ exceed the one hundred pounds he is agreeing to pay W
also explains to his wife that the Wickhams will not be welcome at Longbal
and that he will not pay for Lydia’s wedding clothes, to which Mrs Bennet &
horror’ (p. 294). Meanwhile, Elizabeth feels upset that Darcy is unlikely to ¢
marrying ‘the man he so justly scorned’ (p. 295). Mr Bennet receives anoth
stating that Wickham is leaving the corps to join the army and that Lydia at
life in the north of the country, much to Mrs Bennet’s upset. Elizabeth and
their father that Lydia ‘should be noticed on her marriage by her parents’ o
Longbourn after the ceremony (p. 297).

Commentary

Money and the social consequences of Lydia’s and Wickham’s behaviour ¢
it is worth remembering that, however much moralising goes on, Austen is
facts of marriage then, although that does not mean '/ approves of them
attempted severity to his daughter as punish' et * f i her folly, and Mrs Be
obsessed with buying her clothes anc 5. « . ngier off) continue to display

know how to deal with her ~.. “wt 3_siie has done. There is no way in whig¢
elsewhere in the bca ~ nrugly closely identified with the author’s feelin
' ha | making the best of things, but Austen does invite us to
\ their actions in great detail. However much their running

and perhaps love at least on Lydia’s side, the consequences are all bound u
money, recognition, social status, where to live and what livelihood Wickh:

USRS TR R T S USRS D R DSRS0 10 AR N S S A OSRGOS OSSO WA S0 SRS USRS S RS UNSR WO N 0 GRS S A0S WO NSRS GRS N U U 0SS (0 AR R RS QUSR0S 008 0 N\

N 0 O N O 5 N Y U DR OO SO O D O SO A U O SO OO 0 S SO OO I O QN GO O NSO U GO 0 OO SO OO R OSSO U O O O OO R SO N S S GO OO R N QU G 500 NS N
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@1§Ww51 — Lydia’s Wedding: Wealth

Summary

Lydia and Wickham arrive at Longbourn after their wedding ceremony and
but treated coldly by Mr Bennet who, along with Jane and Elizabeth is ‘sha
of the young couple’ (p. 298). Lydia talks unashamedly about her wedding
longer’ and runs out of the room, only to return for dinner, during which L\
‘get husbands’ for her sisters (pp. 299-300). Elizabeth can sense that Wick!
‘not equal to Lydia’s for him’ (p. 301). The chapter concludes with Lydia adi

her wedding and Elizabeth writes a note to Mrs Gardin~ to find out why.
- e

Commentary
The arrival of the newly-weds at Longbourn is announced at first with just ¢
‘They came’ (p. 298), the brevity of which speaks volumes about the gap k¢
and the way they are seen by the rest of the family, with the exception of ¢
too stuffed full of a misplaced sense of the consequence of the day to reall
Moreover, ‘Lydia was Lydia still’ (p. 298) — she has learnt nothing from her
arrival and complete lack of sensitivity to others’ feelings continues to den
and immaturity that do not suggest her future will be easy. We see that Wi
not equal to her regard for him as Elizabeth has suspected and note how [l
in rescuing the situation and attending the marriage for Elizabeth’s benefit
understand that yet. Lydia’s behaviour and treatment may seem harsh to n
emphasis on money and status and consequence make c'ear, Lydia has losi
a husband. Perhaps the most remarkable thing th. . 1. not the traditiona
and the dangers of passion, especially fer viio. *ie{fa, wut the way in which Au
and unrepentant and forward va’. = fe i e her Wickham seems merely a t
who sits near Elizabeth 2" 0. ;‘f nly tries to continue a relationship that i
It is Lydia, xe@m i+ . Lizzy who holds
our attent! ke, and who does not subside
into remors caricature.

Debate Prompt

Lydia is o more inferesting cha:

i .

! Extended Essay Question

! How does Austen use language to suggest that Lydia is still unashamer
i

i

which she has behaved and the way in which she has been judged?
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@@ Chapter 52 — Giving Credit to D)

Summary

Elizabeth receives a letter from Mrs Gardiner which explains that Mr Darcy
Wickham with the payments that Mr Gardiner was previously credited for.
searched for the eloped couple and attempted to encourage Lydia to leave
cooperate. Therefore, Darcy decided to offer his finances and convince Wi,
order that the Bennet family’s reputation could be saved.

Mrs Gardiner states that Darcy’s ‘motive’ in supplyine " 2 couple with mon
he should have made ‘Wickham’s worthlessne i’ r . vn o the community
been ‘impossible for any young wom=: < ° ha. _<¢ter to love or confide in hi
Gardiner also expresses her =r ser 3 *“h,a"’ié“’sj’wickedness’ and emphasises |
Darcy due to his ‘plez & o “aviour and generosity (p. 307).

After readi¥ Ie‘:cter, Elizabeth feels indebted to Darcy and is described .
(p. 308). While she is considering how mistaken she has been about Darcy
approaches her and attempts to cover up the lies he told about Mr Darcy o
embarrasses him by alluding to the facts but states that since they are now
should not ‘quarrel about the past’ (p. 311).

Commentary

Darcy’s revolution from snob to romantic hero is now complete in Lizzy's e
indebtedness to him and how much he has done and how much pride he h
Then Austen gives one last teasing conversation between Wickham and Eli
continuing warmth on his side for her and makes us aware again of his chai
some ways rapport with her. Elizabeth, however, is eager really ‘only to ge!
manners and attempts to excuse himself remind us of her former prejudice
so readily persuaded by his talk (p. 311). Their relationship is completed wi
set side by side with the comment he ‘hardly knew how to look’ (p. 311} in:
once the victim of his male wiles, she is now the female victor who reserve

ground.

i .

! Extended Essay Question

! Examine the final meeting of Elizabeth and Wickham. How are their i
i

i

meetings?

S —, o T 0 . 0 N
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e;(g;%pm% and 54 — Bingley's K
Chaptev 53

Lydia and Wickham depart for Newcastle, leaving Mrs Bennet feeling ‘forlo
learning that Mr Bingley will be returning to Netherfield to shoot birds, Jan
is a little ‘distressed’ and ‘confused’ on hearing this news, she feels neither
Bingley and will ‘leave him to himself’ (pp. 313-314). Bingley arrives with I\
Longbourn where, despite her ‘dislike of Mr Darcy’, Mrs Bennet resolves to
Elizabeth feels ‘astonishment’ at Darcy ‘seeking her again’ but also feels ‘a¢
her may be ‘unshaken’ (p. 316). Darcy and Bingle' . it is rather awkward
very little while their mother gives the m=: ‘c ?i‘ii;“,.ds attention’ and makes
(p. 318). As the men are ready ;",.' 1 fiz..jx s> Bennet reminds Bingley of a pi
winter to ‘take a family 4" = . ' t.i the Bennets (p. 319).

.

e

Tow does Mrs Bennet continue to show her foolishness in this chopter, «
important?

T L T T T L T rrrrrrrrrrrrrrree |

Chaptev 54

Summary

A large party is assembled at the Bennet home, including Bingley, who spet
Elizabeth struggles to find opportunities to talk with Darcy. After briefly asi
Elizabeth is placed on a separate card-playing table and is unable to interac
of the evening. After the guests have left, Elizabeth lightly teases Jane abat
feelings for Bingley.

Commentary

Suspense is maintained in this part of the story by the behaviour of Darcy -
relatively silent in her company, as perhaps he must be with Mrs Bennet cc
gaffes amid her contriving to bring Jane and Bingley back together again. It
invited to laugh at Mrs Bennet, yet she is only more clearly playing society
characters. Critics disagree on the extent to which Austen is attacking soci¢
is clearly no radical (someone

interested in root and branch

and deep change) Mrs Bennet -
allows her to poke fun at some [ Dek~ 2 v upt
of the codes by which her sl e S usilence: s it caused by rudeness, embarrg

society operated as we!l =.
targeting ar.gmmi

iviil
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¢ 1§%W55 - Pingley's Proos

Summary
Mr Bingley calls at Netherfield alone and accepts an invitation from Mrs Be
following evening. The next day, Bingley arrives early and Mrs Bennet enco
alone with him without success. After dinner, Mrs Bennet attempts to ma.
the drawing room so that Jane and Bingley can be alone and although thei
politely and with a ‘command of countenance’, her ‘schemes’ are ‘ineffectt
Bennet asks Bingley to come back the following morning to go shooting wit
outing, Bingley stays for dinner and later, Elizabeth is < orised to enter the
and Jane in ‘earnest conversation’ (p. 327). Bi ! y . lispers ‘a few words’
before Jane embraces Elizabeth and €0 * s ot he has proposed to her (|
mother the news while Bing!> e i 1 .rom speaking with Mr Bennet to s
‘claim the good wishes ¢ < don of a sister’ (p. 328). After a pleasant d
that his degg TSl < < 1gagement gives him ‘great pleasure’ and Jane tells Eli
concealed ! it to London from him but she hopes they will soon ‘be or
(pp. 329-330).

Commentary

Wickham and Lydia are soon forgotten by Mrs Bennet when she finds, as &
proposed to Jane. Her comment to her eldest dar ;> .+ )at ‘I was sure you
nothing!’ (p. 329) betrays once more her r at {rif":.;wu‘c prejudices; Jane’s fai
realistic judgement when he recs ' 2s : eir similarity of tempers and that
nothing will ever be resn! ¢ - p-329).

this chapter?

i
i
i
! % How does Mrs Bennet become a mouthpiece for many of her society’s
i
i
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Q/@~ Chaptev 56 — ‘A Scandalous False

Summary
Lady Catherine de Bourgh makes an uninvited visit to Netherfield, where ¢
about the house and grounds and refuses to be civil with Mrs Bennet. Afte|
walk with her around the grounds, Lady Catherine explains that the purpo:
a ‘report of a most alarming nature’— the ‘scandalous falsehood’ that Darg,
(p. 334). Lady Catherine asks Elizabeth a series of rude and personal questi
with Darcy, to which she refuses to provide answers. A% »r
explaining that Darcy and her daughter have k.2 i . ended for
each other’ since birth, Lady Catherinz. 2. = ily “ls Elizabeth that
she is ‘a young woman withou'ai 3@}, &ﬁnéctions, or fortune’
and therefore, is unsti 4 ¢ ~rier nephew (pp. 335-337). —
T2« s.inits that she is not engaged to Darcy, but B
e Lady Catherine that she will ‘never enter into
such an engagement’ (p. 337). Having ‘insulted’ Elizabeth ‘in
every possible method’, Lady Catherine leaves feeling ‘seriously
displeased’ (pp. 338-339). When her daughter comes home, Mrs
Bennet wonders why their ‘prodigiously civil’ guest departed
without returning to the house to ‘rest herself’ (p. 339).

Commentary

In terms of the plotting of the novel, with Lizzy and the reader still more ot
over the outcome of the Darcy-Elizabeth relationship, the arrival of Lady €
marriage that is still not finalised is a master stroke. Perhaps in other ways,
most important in the book, for in it Lizzy’s defence of a possible match be!
represents what the critic John Carey has called ‘the defeat of aristocratic g
aspirant middle-class’. It also represents a final defeat of prejudice, class-b.
by truth — Darcy and Lizzy care for one another in ways that must overcom:
rules. Lizzy’s replies to Lady Catherine, particularly her comment that Dar¢
gentleman’s daughter; so far we are equal’ (p. 337), represent something t
Elizabeth challenges all Lady Catherine’s arrogant sense of her class superic
chapter, she recovers some of the subversive energy, the critical spirit that
attractive a heroine earlier in the book. Lady Catherine asks her if she knou
claiming the privilege she no longer deserves (p. 335). Elizabeth retorts wit
that Lady Catherine has in fact no entitlement to ' -~ I 2r concerns and m
entitled to know mine’ (p. 335). That itali~i et ”of'fwess,‘ive pronoun, that re:
indeed power to herself, marks i+ ! %\Q ‘1uch both Elizabeth, and indeed |
own conscience, indepeon < » . if Juclety’s

expectatiocas@mor *  i° s., and it speaks to us

all of one ¢ hovel’s enduring powers of
appeal, nan*®y that it orders its world Debate Prompt
according to its own sense of right and wrong, This chapter is the most imporh

not that of others.

JBEO OB OB 0 RO RO DR O O GO OB 0D OO O OROD O O OO GO 060 OB OB O RO RO 0K DR 00 A OO OB O RO RO OB 0RO GO O D O O OROD 0RO DR GRG0 000 G O O MO0 RO 0K OO 00D K O 000 008 NN

i

H Extended Essay Question

i How is Lady Catherine’s family pride undermined in her behaviour he:
i
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=
s
v
Summary //
Mr B t roaches Elizabeth with a letter from Mr Collins .
r. enne app? oaches Elizabe ‘ , Py
which warns him that Lady Catherine ‘does not look on the match’ //
between Darcy and Elizabeth ‘with a friendly eye’ (p. 343). Elizabeth ////////g////%
pretends to join in with her father’s ‘pleasantry’ over the letter, but W
in reality, she feels ‘mortified’ as he points out that Mr Collins’ . ////Z////
letter is ‘absurd’, since Darcy has ‘probably never lookc - at’ ////}////
Elizabeth ‘in his life’ (p. 343). In his letter, Mr ©.!" n: . fsodiscusses
the ‘sad business’ of Lydia’s marriage *= ' “ki...n and the chapter
concludes with Mr Bennet joki igiy @ .. g Elizabeth if Lady —

Catherine has visited 1 1 L~ er consent’ to Darcy’s rumoured e

s 5% )& P
proposal ( B-30a7" /// Y

G

.

-

&

L
L

"

s G

e

4

P

Commentary

One of the delights of reading Austen’s work is that she is always alive to it
complexity of human character and situation. Here is Elizabeth unable to ¢
her father as he reads a letter from Mr Collins disapproving of any potentia
and Darcy, slavishly echoing Lady Catherine’s imperious example. Mr Benn
Lizzy’s feelings now lie, comments: ‘For what do we live, but to make spor:
laugh at them in our turn?’ (pp. 343-344). Such a comment in context is cti
illuminates a wider critical or satirical purpose in Austen which is to expose
dishonesty. Elizabeth cannot speak for she has not been formally asked, bu
her former prejudices, and the mixture of the serious and the comic enable
feelings and awkwardness, and remind us of the need to be humble and nc¢
situations that we often fail to see properly because of earlier failures of ju

Active Learning Task
Discuss in pairs why Austen delays the climax of
the novel and why she allows Mr Bennet to tease
Elizabeth about Darcy.
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e Chapton 58 — Blizabeth and G

&=

Summary

Darcy returns to Longbourn and takes a walk with Elizabeth, who finally cal
‘unexampled kindness’ to her ‘poor sister’ Lydia (p. 345). Darcy explains th
before asking if her ‘feelings are still what they were last April’ since his ow
unchanged’ (p. 346). Elizabeth informs him that ‘her sentiments’ have ‘und
and describes her ‘pleasure’ in knowing he still cares for her (p. 346). Darcy
‘violently in love’, to the extent that a recent visit from * s aunt, Lady Cathg
to pursue Elizabeth further (p. 346). Elizabeth .3 ('L i cy continue to discus
explain how their attitudes towards e-°t - he. .iave changed over time. D:
the letter he wrote and descrit a0 *“‘,‘,fér‘injging as a ‘selfish and overbear|
altered by his ‘deares®, 1 «i 5. clizabeth!” (p. 349). Darcy also explains thz
about his ‘EETHR-r« tiein his relationship with Jane and states that Bingley

Extended Essay Question
Why is Mr Collins so supportive of Lady Catherine’s views?

Commentary A%

Ironically we learp *h. ¢ = 1y _atherine’s mission to Longbourn has taught [
Lizzy may {8 fe . The whole chapter represents a kind of warm re-ev
'ask forgiveness for their past misunderstandings and mist
prepares us for the happy ending in which reason and feeling now meet in

Active |
List the
clears o
betwes
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Q@‘@mem%&mﬁaﬂ%%

Summary

After their walk, Elizabeth and Darcy return to the house for dinner. Elizabe
news about her engagement to Darcy will be a difficult task because, exce
him. Elizabeth confesses to Jane after dinner and though she initially react:
‘satisfied” when Elizabeth proclaims ‘her solemn assurances of attachment
informs her sister about Darcy’s ‘share in Lydia’s marriage’ (p. 354). The ne
annoyed when the ‘disagreeable’ Mr Darcy returns with Bingley but he an¢
Bennet’s consent should be asked in the course of the = ening’ (pp. 354-3!
Mr Bennet, who then asks to see Elizabeth in . at . ‘egdrding her engagei
his fear that Elizabeth is ‘out of” her ‘c.». ’ f\,,..,,nfac”c;épting' a man who she
Elizabeth assures her father th . 5 oy .es the ‘perfectly amiable’ Darcy (pt
explains the truth beli 4 A Hayments relating to Wickham and Lydia’s m:
Bennet, wj lisniiie will not have to repay the debt. On hearing the ne
Bennet declares Darcy to be a ‘handsome’, ‘charming m:

]

year!” (p. 35.

Commentary
Elizabeth now has to endure one last trial as a kind of light punishment foi
former prejudices and her secrecy, however necessary, in facing her family
acceptance of a man she had seemed to dislike. Her father’s examination o
shows him acting and talking in a responsible way, not hiding behind ironig
are reminded in his earnestness of how he feels he has made an unequal 1
way — respect for his wife had rapidly disappeared and he entreats Lizzy no
however grand and wealthy the status of Darcy may be.
Elizabeth assures him that she loves and respects him,
and so Mr Bennet is left to tease her, like the novelist,
while warmly congratulating her and approving of her
match. Mrs Bennet’s shallowness shines again as she
thinks only of the material wealth Lizzy must have.

Active Learning
Highlight the wo!
love and esteen

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T e e e e e rrr e rrrerrrrerrr

i
H Extended Essay Question

i How does Mr Bennet prove his real affection for Elizabeth here?
i
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@Agméow Caking Stock of the Si

The chapter begins with a conversation between Darcy and Elizabeth wher
his having fallen in love with her’ (p. 359). Darcy cannot recall a particular ¢
admire Elizabeth but describes feeling as if he had fallen ‘in the middle’ of |
feeling this way (p. 359). They also discuss reasons why Darcy became attre
‘impertinence’, the ‘liveliness of (her) mind’ and the fact that her behaviou
women (p. 359). Darcy also claims that by attempting to separate Elizabeth
actually provided valuable ‘intelligence’ which gave him ‘hope’ that Elizabe
Elizabeth writes a letter to Mrs Gardiner abou:{; i ’gaaement, in which &
creature in the world’ (p. 361). Meanwhi '~ .- "ennet writes to Mr Collins,
Darcy instead of Lady Catherin-, s 1 _ +. e tormer has ‘more to give’ (p. 36.
aunt but the contents <% .. 4, _ot revealed and soon after, the Collinses
from an ‘e gSlin | . 1y’ Lédy Catherine (p. 362). Elizabeth feels ‘anxiou
4 behaviour of Sir William Lucas, Mr Collins and Mrs Philig:
contemplates the day when they will ‘be removed from society so little ple

Debate Prompt

How does this chapter suggest strengths in Darcy and
Elizabeth’s relationshipé Discuss.
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e /é;; Chaptev 61 — ‘Wla/m'eécogi{ei
S
ummary

This final chapter discusses how Elizabeth and Jane’s marriages have impat
beginning with Mrs Bennet who feels ‘delighted pride’ at the fact that her |
daughters’ are now wed (p. 364). Mr Bennet is described as missing Elizabe
at Pemberley frequently while Jane and Bingley have moved away from Ne
miles’ of the Darcys (p. 364). Kitty has shown ‘improvement’ through spent
with her two eldest sisters in ‘society so superior to what she had generally
not allow her to visit Lydia (p. 364). Mary remains at hc- je but is ‘necessar|
accomplishments’ by Mrs Bennet who feels ‘v.3' 1e ¢ 1sicalone’ (p. 365). W
unchanged, as a letter to Elizabeth suzc< *© wocn Lydia asks her for financi
(p. 365). Despite Mr and Mre V' ick wﬁ*‘;; s ‘Unsettled’ lifestyle, Jane and Eliza
monetary ‘relief’ and - i a ~'y, Lydia’s behaviour coincides with the ‘repu
had given gE D . ’:m»-ﬁ"G“G) The narrator also mentions that Miss Bingley
. ages to behave with ‘civility’ towards Elizabeth, while Ge
law get anng as Darcy had hoped (p. 366). Lady Catherine struggles to acce
but eventually regains contact with him and the novel concludes by citing t
Elizabeth hold towards the Gardiners who ‘had been the means of uniting |

Commentary

The final chapters match moral and human worth neatly and nicely with pa
ends are tied up with justice being granted in appropriate measure to goot
receive a letter from Mr Bennet in which Lizzy’s father asks for congratulati
sharply concludes that Mr Collins would be best advised to stand by Darcy

objections, because ‘ He has more to give’ (p. 362). Such a short comment
about self-interest, money, status, power and what really matters in terms
distinct from just social approval. Lydia writes with congratulations but sigr
365). Elizabeth tries to help but the implication is clear that their ill-founde
the simple passion that began it. Mrs Bennet visits Jane but only ‘talked’ of
even the now thoroughly noble Darcy may have his limitations in whom he
(p. 364). Lady Catherine has to accept the new settlement, but the last wa!
Gardiners whose model marriage and whose status as surrogate parents a:
they gave Elizabeth and others in the story have the last word. Perhaps thi:
status may have been questioned by others in the novel, but their status a;
transcends any class prejudices. Their final blessing is a symbol of a changit
character triumphs over privilege, and social rank ..~ ".ai the silly prejudice

Active Learning Task
Discuss in groups how Austen’s narrative voice
shifts in the final chapter.
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Bharactonisati

Characterisation is the way in which the author creates characters and por!
audience.

Blizabeth Pennet

Elizabeth, or Lizzy, has always been one of the most popular heroines in
English literature. Like all good heroines she stands up for what is right and
wins her reward in the end. She rejects Darcy’s arro¢ - 1 2, and Lady
Catherine’s bullying. She stands up for her sis ér 2 ,»wher father right, feel
for others when they go wrong like " ai . _es rarely taken in, admits her
mistakes, has an mdepeer' W of‘ pirit and energy that make her commer
and observatigas ~i ' 5 amj’fascmatmg She is her father’s favourite, ant
he.fu‘me) what is right but is never arrogant about it. She ¢
y correctly and she laughs at herself. She can admit she is
wrong. Moreover, she has some faults that make her human and someong
we can identify with.

Some might feel that Lizzy is almost too good to be true — and perhaps the|
a kind of model in the book — but she is often wrong in her judgements of |
Austen shows how even someone who is intelligent can often form the wrt
they stop thinking clearly, or when they judge by too little information, firs.
others’ views.

In some ways, she is a rather isolated character, but not a lonely one, as th
as clear-sighted, or as deep-thinking as she becomes. She does not get on \
sees too clearly her foolishness and shallowness. There is a particular wariy
father, but he is too distant as a father figure, and the times were too diffe,
her confidant. While she is intimate with her elder sister, the relationship i
view of people is too kind and forgiving. We are much more drawn to the ¢
more interesting (in some ways Austen was breaking with tradition here by
more interesting, more empowered). Her best friend outside the family, C
she marries Mr Collins and shows a kind of dull self-sacrificing attitude to n
approve. Only when she meets Darcy do we sense that she has an equal in
intelligence, difference, and then he is far above her in.c'ass, rank and privi
closest relationship is with the reader. That is *» it 2 r.ovel does, shares
characters’ feelings and thoughtsin an = ~ ¢! ciose way with the reade
heroines in her other novels ar i 1 »rwo'like — perhaps Austen recogniset

s < . _d€is a bit of a rebel and makes her own mind up &
off on her own on at least two significant occasions in the
lege — Darcy or Lady Catherine — she rejects stupidity like Iv
she believes is right without much support from her parents — or anyone el
who does what she is told and will not accept male authority. When Mr Bel
Mr Darcy’s proposal to Lizzy he comments that Darcy is a man he would no
earlier in the book has done just that. She lacks self-pity when things go wi
less than she could be because of jealousy or rejection as others in the boo
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She is certainly prejudiced however, and sometimes a bit smug about her ||
most of us, she adjusts her view of people to what she feels not what is rigl
his slick and easy charm, but is blind to Darcy’s genuine regard and feeling:
she misses some of the truth in what Darcy says to her at first. However, LI
re-viewing things. She learns in the book to see things the right way — she |
adjustment as Lady Catherine or Mr Collins, who represent a static society,
on a journey whereby she overcomes the limitation of her first impressions
that reinforces them. Her abilities to guestion and challenge become

more searching and more developed in the novel leading to her final /‘:\i;
confrontation with the bullying Lady Catherine, the dragon of pride qual
and prejudice whom she can finally slay. '

- d
e

Her relationship with Darcy is the rea' ;= s * ¢he book. In it Austen purs
perhaps not, the idea that a )y;f.ﬁ% h ~middling social status can eventuall
of equality withama= & 4t 7h wiigher privilege and rank. In their exchange
M\ or - < .ergy that mark out these two odd souls for each otf
and Lizzy engage, provoke, tease at a deeper level. Lizzy

male power 'ego —even at the end, her love and respect reserve some 1|
part as she declares of him that ‘She remembered that he had yet to learn
was rather too early to begin’ (p. 351). Such an expression of continuing pk
earnestness at the end of the novel shows us that while Lizzy has learnt to

going to remain Elizabeth Bennet too. Unlike so many female heroines beft
in a meaningful and deep way with her hero without losing all the freedom
a true character.

L

Debate Pre

Darcy and Eliza.

in the novel. Disc
| r——

Debate Prompt

Elizabeth is an outsider in her society and her family. Discuss.

S S O R O S S R S N S D SO N S, Y S N R, WY S O AR, S S O S W S5 S R A S S R S S S S N S, Y SO 5 S0, WS 5 O R, S 905 9 999 BN X

Extended Essay Question
Is Elizabeth’s characterisation (the way a writer creates a character) to.

MW Darcy

Mr Darcy remains, like Elizabeth, one of the most curiously attractive chara:
female readers, he is something of a male fantasy fig''7«. just about the ma:
recent poll evidence at the start of the seconc w¢ ‘ac = of the twenty-first ce
Proud, prejudiced, a snob, sociallyil' 7 ». . nccgiven to talking very much
none of this easily explains bis «pp CLiels fabulously rich — far better off t
equivalent of a multi-+ 4 n. e in today’s world, and Lizzy is not blind to m
especially i sh  isits Pemberley and rather likes it. Perhaps some of hi
Le of arrogance that surrounds him from the start. He is a ¢
intelligent, but not easily pleased. He falls in love against all his pride and pr
beneath him socially, but is clearly helpless against the feminine charm of Li
established in his first appearances, but it is less than the power of a womai
to transform him for the better (is there another female fantasy here?). Wh
again, having learnt a lesson and changes into a better person prepared to ¢
Elizabeth’s family. He remains masculine in a traditional sense, however — d
feelings yet passionate and principled, riding to the rescue at the moment ¢
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Darcy’s pride is clear — indeed, oddly enough it is a part of his fascination i
book that seems to condemn pride. Like his snobbery, it is a way in which b
defines himself or distinguishes himself from others. Yet that is largely
condemned in the book as he attaches too much value to class and his clas
but it is also an expression of a certain kind of individuality. Snobbery is a
kind of not fitting in, a seeking for some kind of identity outside the norm.
While it can be the unhealthy prejudice of a group, a class seeking to
conserve its privileges as it is with Lady Catherine, it can also be a claim to |
different, saying something about how we see ourselves compared to
others. It is worth comparing Darcy with Bingley. The former distances
himself from things; the latter tries too hard to fitin *< lease. Likewise,
Darcy’s pride is different from Collins’. Collins ju« §'rsi;‘ rned with signs of
outward status — being noticed, drop: i« nis, talking about his home,
noticing things. Darcy, much -i e, \;.‘,wavl”"th more to boast about, is actual
interior things, reflectin "« 1 fiae’f, 'integrity. Like Elizabeth, he is different, ¢
' for e nim for his pride and prejudice, his dismissal of people
or from his ¥ ut we can see in part of his pride a kind of independence th
attempts to determine her own world for herself. And, of course, he changes!

Part of Darcy’s pride is shyness too. He is awkward in society — often silent, mc¢
with the talkative but insincere Collins and Wickham. Austen’s true heroes oft
in that she plays up to a sense of Englishness and reserve in which the hero ke
others, partly to defend himself against a society that easily twists or distorts \
quickly opinion on Darcy shifts from his good looks and character to a general
within a page when he is first introduced). Moreover, some of his reservations
and society are right as Lizzy comes to see herself. When he tells us that his te
certainly too little for the convenience of the world’ (p. 56) it is easy to laugh a
self-absorbed tone, but we can also see an intelligence and a questioning at w
refusal to play along with some of the expectations of her society.

Like Elizabeth, he has to overcome his own pride and prejudices, and he
learns through the Gardiners that quality does not depend on class, just as
he learns through his own connection with Wickham, and the odious Lady
Catherine, that individuals matter more than their social group or
background. At the same time, his self-respect shows him seeking to find &
more than we can often find in the rather trivial society that surrounds hin

As so often in novels and in life, love, feeling, provides a way through

for Darcy and Elizabeth. Not only does it encourage ther to rise

above their backgrounds and their settled views < "1 ag:, but it also E
enables them to realise the more meani~< ul sic'z of themselves.

Darcy’s initial proposal to Lizzy i< . 5" "f;eﬁwmve and in some ways as
self-absorbed as Collins =" .. ot 1ae passion is more sincere. He needs to
her before haaman i - > 1ind and love her properly. His estate, Pemberley
bg perfectly, and he has to learn to do the same for her be
#rriage to take place. Some critics see a change of character |
probability, but it is perhaps an acceptance of himself through coming to lu
checks his arrogance that turns a rather awkward, distant and prejudiced 1
can care for and sacrifice for another.

S Y S N S Y S Y Y S O O S S O 0 VY SO N R O S S O O SO S VR N SO O S Y SO N S WY K O O WY S O 0 VY USSR GO S R R O S S R N S RN

[

i .

! Extended Essay Question

! How does Darcy overcome his pride and his prejudiced views? Are Eli
i

i

each other by the end of the novel?
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Ws Pennet

Mrs Bennet is dismissed pretty abruptly in the opening chapter as a nervou
mother hen, but she adds greatly to the book in several ways. In some way
society — obsessed with status in a limited, narrow way: foolish, gossipy, fu
boundless in her prejudices. At the same time, her anxiety over her daught
sensible in that she is aware of how ruthless her world can be. Within the t
to get her daughters status and money and security, so Austen’s attitude ¢
laughable but at the same time her voice is given so much prominence as |
works and treats women. In some ways her foolishness is a sign of how wa
her petty stresses, her concern with shallow gossip and » etty place-seeking
if comically, just what women'’s lot could be thon - a2

-
e
s

i

Mrs Bennet is a poor parent — like 2! B. i rict in some ways. She
favours and indulges Lyd‘~ - —. f#i;qws fizzy simply because she will
not marry — esesp *e»ﬁ;jfth’é’ object. Perhaps her nagging and
keiped by her husband’s withdrawal from things, and
there is a d&#€e of practical sense in her that her husband lacks. She
actually speaks a lot of material sense while being the object of
ridicule, and perhaps in that we can see Jane Austen’s own dilemma —
that of an intelligent woman aware of the limitations of her world but
having to live within it.

If we are thinking about satire, we need to consider Mrs
Bennet’s obsessive matchmaking, and social gaffes, and
triviality — but we also have to acknowledge that there is a
bit more to her world than just the ridiculous.

Debate Pre

Mrs Bennet is ¢
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Extended Essay Question
How does Mrs Bennet's characterisation expose some of the false valu
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Lydia is worth more attention than she often gets. Clearly foolish and
headstrong, she is very much her mother’s child and obviously illustrates
the dangers of feeling running way ahead of reason. Despite the obvious
moralising that surrounds her behaviour and the sense that her

marriage with Wickham will ultimately not work o't - - 2 happy, she is

a fascinating character, more ordinary than s« me ir tie book, and one
who takes a traditional storyline ir*> 1e . . rritory. Lydia is stupid and
foolish, but she is credible = -~ sh= ~ctuses to repent for her actions. Her
return after bag ma = fﬁuWS no remorse and her behaviour

L oLik'somehow escapes the attempts to place it in a

~ ension. Perhaps a novelist can sometimes have a
deliberate intention for a character and also find that that character
actually escapes from that aim in some way. Critics have observed how Lyt
punishment or self-reproach that other heroines of her time often got deal
When she is married Austen observes that ‘Lydia was Lydia still: untamed, !
fearless’ (p. 298). Elizabeth is so angry she is forced to leave the room, but
some of the more extreme moralising in the book, a kind of energy that in
more sympathetically perhaps.
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Lydia’s animal passions cannot be wholly understood in terms of Austen’s ¢
voice and her laughter and her exclamations continue to ring out even whe
She blasphemes, acts on impulse, almost always is described as ‘crying’ thi
running, shouting, moving — signs in Austen’s world of energy uncontrolled
the end of the novel we hear that Lydia and Wickham are constantly short
a sign of a restlessness and dissatisfaction, but still we feel that she isarea
claims our attention and one
that will not be silenced by the
novelist whatever her feelings
towards her.

Debate Prompt

Is Lydia an embodiment of a new modern woman

Extended Essay Que<*’'» ¢
Lydia’s self-reanr . 5oli. o =55 and simple prejudices seem clear, but i

There are at least two views of this character. One has him as a kindly
father, frustrated by his silly wife, and a marriage like Lydia’s made for
two shallow reasons. His warmth to his two eldest daughters, his quiet
despair at his wife and the silliness of his other children, his ability to
laugh at others and tease, and his earnest endeavours to put things
right when things go wrong all gain our sympathy. On the other hand,
his sarcasm and irony, his constant hiding away in the library and his
failure to stand up to his younger daughter’s silliness make us less
sympathetic to him. Here is a man clearly capable of the right kind of
discriminations — separating sense and nonsense — but he is too idle or
trapped or weak to assert himself at times. In some ways we cannot
blame him, but he fails his family, as Lizzy tries to tell him at one point.
Perhaps he knows the limits of his power to correct, and there is
wisdom in that, but he can be very cruel for example when he
famously puts Mary down with his comment ‘You have delighted us
long enough’ (p. 98). Such sarcasm may be his refuge from a near
impossible situation, but it does not help.

Some critics have drawn attention to the number of weak or failing father fig
Perhaps we might see this, however, as part of a ..« pc “tern in which pox
traditional centre of authority, the man.t~ he ‘iA{:;a wa of the woman. It is als¢
novels, even those written by m=~ . 1 ’*ég -ut women and their views and va

Debate Prompt

Mr Gardiner acts more like a father to Elizabeth than Mr Bennet. Discu
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Wickham

If Austen did something new in characterising Lydia in such a strong

way, Wickham is a more straightforward kind of character —a

slippery cad, all talk and pretence, good looking but ultimately a

false and rather empty person who is interested in seduction and

money for all his charm. His character derives from the stage and
novelistic tradition of the handsome but false suitor, a kind of test

figure that Lizzy must find out before she passes on to the real lover.

He talks a lot — often a sign in Austen’s works of someone who is

false —and he is also smooth and polite in a way that gn:s against ‘?
the more robust idea of the English gentlemar:f; anc iﬁ .2 many

works. The traditional English hero is k. * ar.! .wkward but sincere

and passionate. In some wavs ' ‘i _~ s'mind and manners match

Lizzy’s much more easi' -~ & +_.icy’s, but there is something rather
effeminatcgsilar - \ ' characterisation, as he is
;eftéinly too concerned about his
image. PrediCtably his shaky financial and emotional
past are soon found out. He does not love Lydia as much
as she loves him and, as Mr Bennet shrewdly says, ‘he
makes love to us all’ (p. 312) — a clear expression of his
essential vanity and insincerity.

Active Learning
Write a diary en
realises that Lyc

Extended Essay Question
In what ways does Mr Bennet fail his daughters and can his humour re.
of him?

Wickham is a type who appears in most of Austen’s novels (and many othe
flirts with and nearly wins the heart of the heroine. What is interesting abo
the others in the novels like him is how in some ways Austen nearly makes
heroine and them — it is almost as if she is playing with an imaginative outc
in the end, pushing at the edges of her sense of reason and morality. The {i
Elizabeth and Wickham is worth looking at in this regard.

Wickham does not quite fit into the moral patterns of the

story, and is perhaps more than his conventional role, and,
like Lydia, he remains more interesting than the stereotype he | Active Le
represents even if he is more predictable in the end thar her. Write a f

P e

 Debate Prompt

Does Austen convince you that a romance between Wickham .
Elizabeth would have ended badly? Discuss.

i

! Extended Essay Question

H How does Wickham fit into the themes of pride and prejudice in the n¢
1
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M Collins

Collins has always delighted readers because his oily self-seeking, pomposi
transparent. His false modesty and silly pride in all he does and says, and h
snobbish Lady Catherine are laughable. A mixture of boring gravity and sell
flattery, he is at once a comic character and a stock one — the unchristian L
on hearing about Lydia’s behaviour is quite appalling. He is a snob and an |
worships rank over everything else. In the patterns of the book, he shows t
vanity — someone who believes that someone is better because of where t!
is materialistic too — obsessed with things and marriage as a way of securin
man. His faith is all misplaced — rank and titles are what e worships. His pi
Elizabeth is so self-centred as to verge on the .3’15' Ay ’fhuhis quick shift fra
Charlotte show that he is really intere;*s: ! 12 '~using himself and passion |

marriage. i A

Lol
h soilang darker in his characterisation though. He

- iz’z"\} when she tries to reject his advances — he assumes
re for his pleasure just as he assumes that order and
authority and rank are not to be guestioned. His stilted (heavy and
pompous) language and his many repetitions and empty apologies

reveal a man stuck in a ludicrous system of habits of thinking which he
cannot change. He appears very formal but he is form without real
substance or heart. Rather like Lady Catherine, he is a necessarily two
dimensional sort of character because he has lost some of his humanity.
Unlike Darcy, he cannot change and conquer his pride and his prejudices
but is doomed to repeat them. Of course, Austen’s humour deflates and
ridicules him, but in another kind of story, his fixed opinions could be the &
others where the unthinking exercise of his own and others’ authority unal
threaten the happiness of others in a serious way.

Extended Essay Question
What does Charlotte’s marriage to Collins say about the institution of |
what does it teach Elizabeth?

N S S O R S R S S R O S S S S S S O S S R W S R S S O R S N R R S S S S S S, O S N S W 6 S R S 505 99 59 SN

Extended Essay Question
What do Collins’ dialogue and letters - ‘a. « ut L.s character?

Debate Prompt

Darcy and Collins are more similar thon they first appear. Discuss.
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Lady Catherine De PBowgh

Austen disliked the minor aristocracy (compare her portrait here with that
Persuasion; both are vain and controlling characters). Lady Catherine, with
for a kind of outdated feudalism), is all that a reader could hope for in a pic
authority. Her snobbery, her belief in rank before merit, her insensitivity to
prejudices and arrogance are all ridiculed by Austen. She has a decided, bl
shows her arrogance. She expresses herself in absolute terms as if there co
views or values, as indeed she believes there is not. She represents the org
rigid with people like her at the top for ever — but Austen suggests she is th
by new values, not least the intelligence of a young worran like Lizzy. Lady
particularly bright, only full of herself and seIf—;‘g'n‘ ‘ ’fis.uHer sickly ineffect
of decline in prospect for her class and v ' 25 ~.aof course, Lizzy’s challer
overwhelmed or cowed by her .. 2 f'fwésati’on or over her marriage, sugge
from one class toanott » .

In their fin} rontation, Lady Catherine talks of the ‘shades of Pemberl¢
She exclaims Heaven and earth!” as she says this, implying her belief that L
violates (disturbs in a deep way) some natural order (p. 338). Her sense of |
similarly shows how she believes that Lizzy’s action upsets nature — corrup!
exposes her own inflexibility and worn-out beliefs in rank and class over mi
control and conserve — keep things as they always have been —and so den|
nature and human passion. She uses many words like ‘reasonable’, ‘honou
as if they belong to her and her class — but Elizabeth redefines for her anot
‘gentleman’ when she tells her that she is a ‘gentleman’s daughter’ (p. 337
Catherine is incapable of humour or irony (words meaning more than one |
that she cannot entertain other ideas or possibilities but her own; they den
inflexibility and rigidity like Collins. Rather like him, she is not a very develo
as she is rather inhuman and has lost some of the ability to change and mo
suggest is part of the way out of false pride and prejudice.

O SO0 0 O 0B OB O O RO 0RO 0RO GO 0B OB OB O KD 0RO 0RO OB O OB GG OB RO O R OB, SORD 0 RGO OGO O O ORGE ORO ORD GO 00 0 G O S0 KD 0RO OB 0B O D O O R 00 R 0B, 00D ot ot 6NN

g

! Extended Essay Question

H How does Lady Catherine represent both class pride and prejudice?
i

Active Learning as.
Elizabe oo lagy, Catherine clash in Chapter
e 5 e iovel. Make a list of all the

4 Siterences of opinion that are expressed by
’ both characters. What does that say about
social change in Austen’s time?
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Austen made Elizabeth far more interesting than her older sister. Jane may
most beautiful, but Austen avoids that prejudice and tradition of making he
most interesting, and the centre of attention too by giving the biggest and

interesting voice to her younger sister. Indeed, Jane seems to be a rather p
character, much more a traditional representation of how a female might |
perceived. For much of the novel she suffers quietly, is a victim, but alway:
and kind and rarely given to self-pity or criticism of others. Lizzy is quick ta

through and get angry over others’ designs and shallowness or lack of sinc.
Jane is all forgiveness. Perhaps she is more traditionall “emale than Lizzy -
suffering the world rather than challenging it 25 L. j;’fObS. She seems mor:
vulnerable too and will not show her f~<*~ 15~ iiuch. In another kind of
she could easily have become *'.. ¢ . 2.2 victim of a man’s world — abando
after having her feelirg . ﬁ.,,zﬁ%f;.m@xi a man who was rather shallow and self
However, | s work is a comedy and it forgives Jane her rather passive
wins her re through quiet or silent loyalty and sheer decency and hont
Bingley once her feelings have been awoken and her goodness and patienc
virtuous female) are nicely satisfied in the end.

Bingley is an appropriate partner in many ways. Like Jane, he seems to like
everything and everyone. Like her he is perhaps uncritical and too easy goil
Certainly they contrast with the more critical Darcy and Elizabeth. Bingley |
approve and enjoy things, and he speaks out freely and easily but without .
deal of thought. Mrs Gardiner’s question, ‘how violent was Mr Bingley’s la\
138) seems a just one in a sense as he seems too easily persuaded to move
Darcy if he really cares about Jane that much. Perhaps this is his prejudice -
too easily and quickly pleased, and to be too on the surface of things.

What does their relationship add up to? It is certainly more conventional ti
Perhaps it shows us the inequality of gender — for Bingley can move on whi
languish for much of the novel. Their relationship is more traditionally rom
Darcy’s as it seems to consist so much of a kind of love that is undefined an
Elizabeth’s feelings are more of a rational journey and an inquiry and prohi
gender relationships. It may be that Austen is showing us a conventional g!
compared to a more modern one. There is no denying the sweetness and v
feelings, but Lizzy’s and Darcy’s romance offers us something far more inte
because it changes and empowers both partners »:* r han consolidating
there from the start. If you like, Jane’s and Bi. gl=,’_relationship is a prejuc
marriage; Darcy’s and Lizzy’s mor= .l 2 24l or at least much more convin

Debate e#*ipt
Jane and Bingley’s courtship is less three-dimensional
than Elizabeth and Darcy’s romance. Discuss.

Active Learning
How are Jane ¢
groups.

i .
! Extended Essay Question

H While Jane has many strengths and qualities as a character, why in th
! engaging character than Lizzy?
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The Gardiners are hardly developed or detailed characters, but they are im
words of the novel go to them, perhaps as they embody something of the i
towards. ‘Gentleman’ is an important word in English literature, especially
wrote her last novel, the word had become again the focus for a social crisi
between a gentle, knight-like Christian man and one who has the label sim
certain social class. Mr Gardiner is sneered at a few times in the book beca
yet he is much more of a gentleman in word and deed than many others w
The Gardiners may be low in social status, but in terms of real value they a
more true parents to Lizzy than her own, and more hel» ;o her and her fan
- ﬂ =
In some ways they are idealised charartrﬂ - my,,s wgainst whom others me
device in satire. They are norn:j', 0z - Z.21s against whom the absurdities
may be measured oraste a.« Tlie'name is close to the word garden — Ga:
ol garden was a natural fusion of good sense, goot
“feellng, rather like the grounds at Pemberley. The Garc
¥ natural’ against the prejudices and vanities of society and ci¢
suggests something relatively innocent and unspoilt, an opposition perhap:
society that Austen so often criticises.

Elizabeth is justly proud of them:

It was consoling, that (Mr Darcy) should know that she had son
whom there was no need to blush. (p. 244)

Their simple dignity and clear-sightedness contrast sharply with "
the play acting and blindness of so many other characters in the Deb
story — and perhaps owes something to their lack of vanity or Auster
pretension; they are not trying to be more than they are. They in the)

bring Darcy and Elizabeth back together — allowing nature, the garden, as il
Gardiners are truly cultivated and enable others to grow: the renewal of D
takes place in their presence, outside, as they talk to one of Darcy’s garden

i

E Extended Essay Question

] To what extent and in what ways can we see the Gardiners as Elizake
i

ma/u;/%ennet/

Mary draws all her ideas from second-han:! t  in2...'books — not real life, a|
perhaps that is a prejudice part-r Wiy vidren th*iénking about. She reads tog
literally — straightforwarc’ . 2 }.as not the experience to balance her
judgementsaamin.t | © 5 Elizabeth has to correct her idea of love (Mr
Mt tne reality of her discovered complex feelings for Mr Dat
so Mary’s p"®#¥€in her opinions is shown up as another form of prejudice nt
corrected by real life. Austen was always suspicious of the imagination in a
that is curious for a writer, but she knew from her own reading and from t=
popularity of many sensationalist novels of her own time, just how easily t
people can be by ideas about reality divorced from real experience.

i

H Extended Essay Question

: How do the different characters in the novel deal with their prejudice.
i
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Rolationsh

Fitzwilliam Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet

This relationship is the key to the entire novel. Elizabeth, an independently
meets Mr Darcy at a ball and immediately presumes to understand his per:
being rude and proud. He is equally prejudiced against her due to her clas:
fact that he finds himself falling in love with her. Their sharp-witted conver
flirtations lead to a proposal of marriage in which Darcy tells Elizabeth that
class and his better judgment. Her comment that he has not behaved as a
re-evaluation of himself, his views, and his percepn’f-r “p the world. Only o
from their prejudices and their pride can they *’Sém 2 (0 other as they really
man and wife. i o

Debate Prompt

Darcy and Elizabeth’s changes of opinions about each other are beliey:

Fitzwilliam Darcy and George Wickham

When we first meet Wickham, he tells Elizabeth how terribly he has been |
Darcy’s good name and setting in motion a theme of appearances not bein
the novel. When the truth is revealed, we realise how Darcy has a legitimal
how much he must love Elizabeth to save Lydia from ruin by financially gifi
rake, both characters are also much more than their stereotypes and neith
Their animosity (dislike of each other) is made clear throughout the text.

T L L L T e e rrrrrerrrerrrrerrs

Extended Essay Question
To what extent is Wickham a more likeable character than Darcy?

o oo o N O O N O N N S GO R O SO U O O S5O N D O SO OO D O SO OO 0 N GO OO A D G O O W U GO 0 VA SO T R O SO O D O SO SN N O S0 0 NN

Jane Bennet and Charles Bingley
Insipid Jane and the affable (extremely good-natured, likeable) Mr Bingley
for each other when they first meet, although Jane’s shyness makes Darcy
interested in Bingley as he is in her. Without the interference of Darcy, the
united only weeks after meeting. This is a conventional
love match without the sharpness and battles of wit that
we see with Darcy and Elizabeth. It is perhaps less >
interesting for the reader for that reason; ho' ev ‘r te
conclusion of a happy marriage is fi*tt'iig . . sudiva pa|r
of characters that are so en-.! 4na 5 aieof heart.

Active Learning
Write a diary er
their separate st

e and Charles Bingley

Darcy and Bmgley are good friends. However, their relationship is dominat
very much under his control. Although Darcy claims to only want the best |
in Bingley’s relationship with Jane shows just how much

control he has over Bingley.

Debate

Darcy is a ¢
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Caroline Bingley and Fitzwilliam Darcy

While Darcy does not appear to encourage the attentions of Caroline, itis
him, or at least the idea of a relationship with him. Although she must have
for Miss De Bourgh, her jealousy of Elizabeth and her constant put-downs ¢
feels very strongly towards
him. It is an indication of
Darcy’s changing character
that he stops sneering at other | pebate Prompt

characters when she talks to Caroline is in love with the idea of Dorcy rather the
him and he starts standing up
for Elizabeth and her family.

- v
Mr and Mrs Bennet ’ ot
Mr and Mrs Bennet are a class’c e. 5 j,,:é of a married couple who are no it
have respect for each ¢ # /. "% sennet was seduced by a pretty young girl
woman. VgTlhe < uses to act until his wife forces him to, he shirks his
openly ridi? his wife and younger daughters. Mrs Bennet and her nerve
perhaps questioning whether marriages based on lust, not love, always tur
relationships. One cannot help wondering whether Lydia and Wickham will
future years.

i

H Extended Essay Question

H To what extent do we feel sorry for Mr Bennet in his marriage with Mo
I

1
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Lydia Bennet and George Wickham

Lydia is a frivolous young girl who is intent on getting a husband. Wickham i¢
a good time. It takes Darcy to persuade him to marry Lydia so that she is not
any shame or realise the upset that she caused by eloping. Their marriage is
is left wondering how long it will be before Wickham becomes bored with hi

Debate Prompt

Lydia has made a match for love alone unlike her two older sisters. Din

Mr Collins and Charlotte Lucas

Austen shows us here yet another type of marria jc . e which has no love
possess security, companionship and re<i« -t. i\/'\; ollins is a self-serving oll
switches his attentions immedi=*< § . "~ aJane to Elizabeth to Charlotte, it |
wife is more important '} i w. ~nis wife should be. Charlotte is very level
require rorgs<lk- | « . < .y security. This highlights how marriage was muc
(5 s time; it served as an institution, protected women finan
environmentin which to raise children. Austen asks us to compare marriag
made for convenience. °

Active Learning Task

Imagine you are Charlotte and write o list of
reasons for and against marrying Mr Collins.
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There are many important settings in Pride and Prejudice. We discuss the k
and impact on the novel below.

Longbourn

Longbourn represents a village in Hertfordshire. Here,

Austen is showing us a slice of country life as she takes us into the
private houses and balls of its inhabitants. Austen has been
criticised for being too provincial and narrow inth~ ¢z ty that
she portrays but, in her depictions of Longho ?Fﬁf;:é its residents,

she creates delightful portraits of - ¢ fa « ﬁmiddfe-class people
- ¥ o

Actic
Sketo
long:

carrying out daily events.wiisl o5~
Meryton S
Meryton is arest town to Longbourn and it is where the Bennet siste

bonnets, and other supplies. Meryton is also where the ~Regiment are stat
the opportunity to meet Wickham in the first place as he is stationed
there with the regiment. The impact of Wickham’s presence is felt
throughout the plot of the novel: on Elizabeth, Darcy, and most
crucially on Lydia. Without Meryton and its regiment, the sisters
would never have met Wickham in the first place. o

“p

Netherfield Park

Netherfield is central to the first part of the novel and regains a central rol¢
Netherfield Park, there would be no tenants moving to Hertfordshire, and
novel to progress into. Netherfield Park is a country estate of a moderate s
Jane goes to take tea with Caroline and Louisa, where she has to stay for s¢
acquainted with Bingley. It is where Elizabeth goes to visit Jane and where

It is where they share their first teasingly flirtatious conversations. When D
Netherfield for London, leaving Jane heartbroken, it marks the end of roms
involved (or so the reader is led to believe). When Darcy and Bingley returs
back for Elizabeth and Jane; their return to Netherfield is a return to the ro
possibilities first exhibited at the beginning of the novel.

O O SO 00 SO0 OO W —— i —— - —————————— 05 ¥ 005 S0 S0 00 050 05t 0050 900 AN

Extended Essay Question
How is Netherfield as a place so cent ui' 1t ¢« novel? Which relationst

O o o 0 B ———————————— 00 0 00 S0 00 0 0 00 N

London 3
London plg /e = . ies'in this novel; it serves to bring characters closer
apart. It hi§ s the social and class differences at play between the difi¢

and Jane’sr ions, Mr and Mrs Gardiner, live in a less fashionable part of
entourage. Anything to do with trade, or working for a living, is looked dow
Caroline Bingley. Elizabeth’s low connections are highlighted by her family
London also plays several important parts in the novel’s plots. It is in Londe
kept apart by the designs of Darcy and Caroline; they are so close yet nevel
Wickham takes Lydia with no designs of marrying her and, in this way, the |
place of danger and vice.
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Rosings, the gardens, and the parsonage

Rosings is the home of Lady Catherine De Bourgh, the snobbish ill-manner:
sickly daughter. It is ostentatious (a vulgar, showy display of wealth) in the
shows extreme conceit and vulgar pride in her treatment of Mr Collins anc
with her. The parsonage, where Mr and Mrs Collins live after their marriage
devised a way to be married to Mr Collins and be happy. They have essent|
the garden so that they spend a lot of time apart. The house reflects their
Darcy and Elizabeth the chance to walk together and have more witty yet |
give his cousin the opportunity of letting slip to Elizabeth, Darcy’s involven
from Jane. The parsonage is also the setting for one of the most unthough!
the history of English literature. Darcy proposes to Eli=.* ath in spite of evel
although we feel angry on her behalf, we can’: -’i"pf}; 1t e moved by Darcy

___________________________ PN« RSN ———
p EL\P L
Extended Ess~\ lesi'cn
How do P .. ar . the parsonage reflect the characters that live in i

T

Lambton
As well as providing Mrs Gardiner the chance to relive old memories, Lamb
Elizabeth and Darcy’s unfolding re-evaluation of each other. It is here at tht
on by Darcy and his sister Georgiana. Darcy’s attitude to the lower-class ye
of equality and amiability. He is keen for Elizabeth to get to know Georgian
find Elizabeth’s connections so low or so unpleasant. He is learning how to
is shown explicitly at Lambton. Lambton is also the scene of Elizabeth readi
Lydia’s elopement. Darcy’s shocked response to seeing her look so worriet
cares about her. As Elizabeth despairs that Darcy will no longer want her a|
actually rushing to London to try
to help her sister. The events at

Lambton give Darcy the means

to become the novel’s true hero.

Debate Prompt

Lambton is the place where Darcy realises how ¢

Pemberley

Pemberley is a large country mansion in Derbyshire which Elizabeth visits o
Gardiners on the understanding that Darcy would not be in residence until
around the house and talking to the housekeeper helps Elizabeth to see th:
about her initial judgments of Darcy. Not everyone regards him as the peag
and not only pride might be responsible for his quietness.in social situation
helps her to see the goodness in him. Cynics migk. ». t. at Elizabeth only t
love with Darcy once she sees what bein~ it ‘Arr:;»w oJf Pemberley would ent
she sees Darcy coming up to her © . - 't} ¢ scables and they meet, both emt

powerful image in Englicl " . *rre. immortalised by Darcy coming out of ;
adaptation«elilis « ‘inent when Elizabeth realises that Darcy has chan
specifically se he loves her. His small talk with the Gardiners reaffirm
haughty pri Yemberley is his home and it becomes Elizabeth’s home. Wi

beautiful grounds, it is a place of art and beauty, nature and peacefulness.
at Pemberley; the need for appearances and boastfulness is gone.

Debate Prompt

Elizabeth seeing Pemberley is what mofivates hex
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Ghemes

Themes are important subjects addressed in the text which re-occur throu:

Sacial Satine

Satire is criticism, usually humorous, of people and society and Austen’s ng
saw the shortcomings of many things in her own world, both in terms of h.
how society’s values, often wrong, shaped them. She shows us the pressu
women, to behave in certain ways. Women were espEL, Ily vulnerable thei
middle and upper classes could not seek emg vy 3ﬁfavor”have the same kin
today. Marriage was a way of gaini~e si: . | financial security and respect:
lot was severely limited (it i ol féig.;h;ng”éth”at Austen never married but inst
fulfilment of \exitirg = h,f; “dering her world for herself). At the same time,
hin ;acreﬁ/ offered them — things like true love, self-definiti
s important then as they are today. Some settled for les:
some standing — but others like Lizzy, and perhaps even Lydia wanted motr¢
world thought good for them.

The more we look at the novel, the more we can see it as a study of how w
compromises, and how some, like Lizzy, resisted the pressure to compromi
Lady Catherine, Mr Collins and many minor characters are obsessed with ¢!
having things — perhaps that was all that society allowed them to bother at
moralist to make excuses and she allows us to see a good deal of simple st
them become trapped in a world that wanted to be changed.

Critics often remark that Austen’s is a narrow world, but that provinciality |
implying a narrow world) is something that the novel draws attention to. b
the society he enters to Mrs Bennet’s name dropping, we see a narrow, se|
world being affectionately mocked. Even Mr Bennet’s constant retreating |
boredom with the way his world works and with his wife’s marriage ambit

Women are often ridiculed in the book for a narrowness of focus or pettines
marriage and Miss Bingley’s snide comments are two sides of the same thing
world women were allowed. At the same time, the behaviour of many of th:
kind of satire on more romantic ideas of love and marriae» — Austen knew tt
true love mattered in her world. Darcy and Lizzv rea* we ond the limits of t
an ‘accomplished woman’ expressed earl « n. > Hhieir encounters (p. 39) sug
characters in the book, sees wo= < 1 rf‘g,ects to be traded in marriage; but
beyond stereotypes for ¢ .« Lfr&,l'".g more than the typical polished marriagea
He has an ig=#lvc 1 . [.inind, and, both in his assertion of that, and in Lizz
5, t0 be taken seriously outside the terms of typical male ide

Austen was often critical of romance and purely romantic ideas of love bet
the case of Lydia and almost in the case of Jane, women could often be the
she disliked the way ideas of things often replaced reality — prejudices bein
and real experiences. Against many stock ideas of love in the book which ai
mocked, Austen sets the example of Lizzy and Darcy whose love seems to t
in terms of the way it takes them out of themselves, and their own pride a
and more complex kind of intimacy.

Pride and Prejudice Cambridge IGCSE Study Guide Page 78 of 115

_

-
///////
. =

y

.

=N
& &

L
L

"

s G

e

4

P

i

B
////////////

F
=

.
Gl
o

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

g

Tod

Education




Austen exposes, then, a society which is very limiting. People are often see
stereotypes or prejudices or gender roles or society’s noisy and pushy voic:
bound society in which many could not be what they wanted because of t
Austen was hardly a radical but she understood just how defining class coul
class power turned into the extreme expressions of taste or feeling. Her tit
captures the sense of just how deep these feelings and behaviour go in aln
world of the book. Lady Catherine, Mr Collins, Mrs Bennet, Sir William Luca
are trapped in a world of false awareness, false consciousness because of ¢
They cannot respect or really even see others because of their own pride.

Finally in Austen there is a general social satire on hi'~:> | nature that make
amusing but also so intimidating an experienc ..’ ﬁeig« “are few characters v
shows us over and over again the wa: ., « {e wveé vain, selfish, self-regardir
act), blind to others’ feelings = -sii jijy .gnorant of what is going on around
money or her societv, [ 1« W fﬁhdv"é';co grant her a good deal of truth in her |
hve L bo rﬁﬁny of her characters are less than they might be
w’.hy on them for this is a light and
entertaining book not a tragedy. At the same time, in later
novels, she more clearly demonstrates just how the exercise
of power or want of thought by selfish people could often
create tyrannies in the domestic sphere as dramatic and
powerful as those in larger landscapes.

Key Tern
e  Sath
of p

Extended Essay Question
What are the key objects of Austen’s satire (e.g. money, class, snobbe
power, efc.)?

No account of the novel can be complete without analysis of its title. It was
Impressions’ but the title suits the novel perfectly in so many ways. Darcy |
prejudiced — but here is a society that operates on some questionable assu
general such as the respect given to rank rather than merit, or to money ra
qualities, or indeed in some ways to men before women. At its worst, price
assumption of the right of an individual or a group to dominate and contrg
marriage). Prejudice is shown to be the way we mostly regard others so th:
evidence, following impressions rather than reason founded on experience
Pride is one of the great targets of all comcdy — i‘;.lmklng we are right or be
more privileged than others. It i< ; = a1 s part of the human condition to
perhaps more than we il \.’f‘“i /kj to be better or superior in some way 0
is all about ysmmt v < i~ | of ourselves and what we want others to think ¢
is the dancsgeiEMosing both respect for ourselves and for others. It is a way
barriers anC*#aws limits, and is hugely hard to overcome because it threat
ourselves. Pride and identity and respect are very closely linked and it is we¢
exactly how they work in the novel. Darcy overcomes his family pride and |
family, but Lizzy also learns to question her own family’s pride and she corr
integrity. Pride at first is associated with arrogance and social superiority ai
progresses it comes to mean something too that is associated with individL
There can be good pride when it means self-respect as well as bad pride.
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| have often thought that the novel could be called ‘independence and Dep
and Prejudice’. Somewhere in the story amongst all the satire on false pric.
a search going on for something better in which people can balance the cla
own developing interests. Good pride is perhaps the name we could give &
the claims of others and the claims of the individual without loss of respec!

We all tend to judge others by appearance, by what seems rather than wh:
Austen perceived just how prejudiced her society could be, and, indeed, pt
institutionalised, that is ingrained, in the way things were. People in trade |
because of what they did. Women were thought of as inferior as a class of
representing a whole class of people — hardly have a **<’ ein the book at al
masters or to agree with their ‘betters’ or del’. i %eig, “~information (the Be
mentioned only briefly, and Darcy’ss*=%  » rejust uncritical of him but ¢
unchallenging way). Austen m «e: L ; wware of prejudice all the time, just &
pride. As we have see~ A w - ser, some characters can themselves become
and so cha Dti < -, sadly, flatter themselves that their view of the worl
selves they need not change, that their world view is the ¢

Just like pride, prejudice may, however, have its creative side as well as its
some ways Lizzy is more interesting and more challenging when she has he
the book. This is not to say that she does not need to be corrected and cha
like pride expresses in the story the reality of individuality as well as the ne
reason to work out.

Pride and prejudice are what we call abstract nouns, and the confidence wi
her title suggests a rational view of things against which people can be seci
Pride is a classic Christian sin, and in many ways, Austen’s view of the
world was a Christian one in which sin could be clearly seen and

corrected. At the same time, we can see how both pride and A
prejudice are ways in which the individual can sometimes challenge U
the broader views of others and express a different sense of identity .

to that which typically rules in society.

Extended Essay Question
How are Lizzy and Darcy both proud and prejudiced?

Jane Austen wrote at a time when c'2 5% . 10aries were being challenged |
the book suggests the trium= or'c r nadvely modest middle-class daughter
Class and indeed snot!, * a. M«w‘ays in which we define ourselves, and alth¢
' s « wrote, many people still define themselves in part thr

= 0. Entry to or exit from different groups remains a hard th
although there are limits to Austen’s desire for change, the book she writes
changing world. The whole novel can be seen as expressing a sense in whict
station. Mr Bennet is not quite the father he should be; Mrs Bennet is the o
‘manly’ parent pushing her daughters on; the Gardiners are better people t!
suggests they should be; the eldest daughter is outdone in intelligence by tt
breaks out of her position as the youngest; Collins is a worldly clergyman; w
marriage on his terms, and so on. All these points hardly make Austen a reyv
they do make her a writer who saw through many of her society’s own stei:
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Comedy in literary terms is not just something that makes us laugh, but sot
with characters getting what they deserve in a way that is not always true |
can teach us something. Much comedy is designed to bring people down t¢
some way or another. So Lizzy, proud in her judgement and prejudiced by |
Wickham, needs to learn that she is wrong: you cannot trust charm and go
learning that his sexual feelings and his class prejudices do not square. He
must respect if he wishes to love successfully, and respect the individual ng
Elizabeth’s dirty skirt after her walk to Netherfield is in pointed contrast to
unfeeling Bingley clan she finds when Jane falls ill. She is often outside, cla:
sign of a character more in touch with what is nata ’;énd true than those
the artificiality of their own constructed  rlc - vir Bennet is forced to quil
when Lydia’s sexuality emerge~. .. fﬁ;;i:wDércy are humbled through findi
they least want or exnc 4 . @ Lirtnese ways, comedy brings characters do

o

e

Comedy is 04 ssociated with ‘realism’ — a difficult term and word, but ¢
people being brought into touch with nature, or emotions or experience o
sit comfortably with their imagination or ideas of these things. Comedy car
it challenges people to accept and experience a wider world, a wider sensg
own natures) and often discover that they are more ordinary than they mig
grandest or the most intelligent may be wrong, or that they are moved by |
common that they might think. Lady Catherine is, for example, just basicall
sense of class privilege — but in the end she is just defending her own.

Realism also recognises that things rarely fit into our prejudices. Darcy’s an
experience of love goes against their prejudices. At the same time, Austen
love can be quite different things and that money is a real thing as is status
values, however much we may dislike it or wish it were sometimes otherwi
marry Collins seems inexplicable to modern readers, but it is both a comm¢
romantic illusions about relationships. It is not saying that Charlotte is right
world, marriage was also about money, status, respectability, security, hon
realism explore the tension between idealism, say romantic ideas of love, ¢
same time comedy can suggest something better as it does in the richer re|
Darcy, and bring that more ideal reality into being through a happy ending.
both realistic — showing what people and institutions like marriage can be |
sometimes limiting realities — and at the same time idealising in expressing
better and deeper. For Austen, marriage could be. .- .1 :al and ideal.
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Bhe Novel, the Dndividual and Socicty

Austen wrote in the novel form, a form traditionally associated with the do
writing about a domestic world in novel form from a woman’s point of viev
empowerment and emancipation — in other words, women could gain mor
from representing their own real interests in love and marriage. The novel

individual at odds with their society because the individual often wants so¢
than their world offers them. Lizzy is this kind of figure. She goes against h¢
father’s authority — hardly in any deeply radical way, but in a sense that sh¢
make up her own mind and not just follow the prejudices of the world she

Austen writes her books drawing from a number €1 o ‘ions. Critics sugge
century novels of Samuel Richardson inflticnc %’d”;;;:.f in I:;art, he invented t!
were psychological dramas, exple-i ¢t = taer life of their heroes and her
reflections on so much is: i %{;u the novel much of its appeal —we are

what goes ozgm hit =~ r ), and it is done with such insight and complexity a
almost as unan being, considering and reflecting as we do on eveni
the story is™ ate one shared only apparently with the reader gives it its
interest — which is why dramatic adaptations of the novel often fail to eng.

reading does.

Austen also shared another eighteenth-century tradition — that of the writ¢
and Charlotte Lennox who in turn owe much to the Spanish writer Cervant
That book, often seen as the first novel, tells the story of Don Quijote, an ¢
who gets his ideas of reality from reading too many chivalric stories — tales
Believing that life is like the books he reads, Don Quijote sets out across mt¢
literature and life, or at least the books he reads, and reality, are not at all |
century, the book became a story that reminded readers of the dangers of
kinds of prejudices — and a warning that experience was the real teacher. @
have always recognised within the story the idea that looking at the world
as Don Quijote does, can be a creative and imaginative thing that, in itself,
world.

Austen was in part the product of an intellectual culture suspicious of the ||
in a culture, that of the Romantic Movement, which worshipped the imagi
learn that many of her initial views of things are wrong. Like Don Quijote s
and then she finds out the truth by experience. But like him also, she retair
questions what she sees and has its own values independent of social noriy
supernatural monsters on her journey, only the sori:’ . igon of Lady Cathe
her imagination is not content with what it se 25’ 7 1.nds, but asks for and
something richer, her prince and tr:c i . . ntie end, Mr Darcy.

&
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Ddeas and Messages:

Ideas and messages are thoughts which the author communicates to the re
text.

Austen’s all-knowing narrator often makes the reader feel that Austen is sg¢
through the text and there are times when key ideas and messages are be||
key idea is closely linked with the theme of prejudice: appearances versus
person makes assumptions about someone else based on their class or the
situation. This novel is full of prejudice which alm~:* *w 1ys stems from the
reality. Wickham, for example, appears t0 e 1 sf;_‘;w.ffefnah but in reality he
He presents a reality of himself w' i ! *"isw; ‘¢ opposite of his true self. Darcy,
to be a rude and proud v .- . *h 1.2 manners or civility. While he is certain
from his up i3 O yriess in social situations. In reality, he is a good
servants. /Ay harice versus reality runs throughout the novel. Jane truly &
friend but ty she is not. It appears that Bingley does not care for Jan
Even Darcy’s appreciation for Elizabeth’s eyes relates to this key message ¢
through an appearance to the reality underneath it. Austen is communicati
importance of seeing through the surface of things to find the true reality ¢
often not what they seem to be.

Austen was writing in a time of social change. Closely related to the theme
communicates the key message that society is on the brink of some true re
as bloody as the French Revolution, the ideas that came out of that moven
rights and the advancement of the individual through their actions rather
cultural effect in England. This is explored in detail within the text. The fact
marry Darcy shows that society is changing and Lady De Bourgh’s resistanc
change. Austen is showing us that the society in which she lived is changing
even women will have rights and be able to make their own choices.

For women to be equal and have their own rights was a massive shift in thi
population of England in the late 1700s and early 1800s. Women were still
property of men. Mary Wollstonecraft had just published her text demandi
and the concept of feminism began to enter mainstream discourse. Femin|
equal to men in all spheres, are in control of their own lives, and can make
and society both advocated the view that women were ¢ ubordinate to me;
of the rational thought needed to make impo~’..t t ¢ : isions. For a woman
work, but this was a massive social sl * = a ,_,mtlé-born woman (a lady) \
to make. Austen plays with these ' o v .pts of gender and the feminine, wh
the novel. Mrs Benne* '\ .e “*ereotypical mother with her irrational worrit

‘ jng | /_cerical and over the top (one typical way of how mid
s Jwed), considering that the entire house and estate were t
when her husband died, her worries of destitution for herself and her daug
after all. Lady Catherine makes her own decisions and is financially indeper
would call a feminist. She is a traditionalist in gender roles as well as in clas
most obvious source of feminism; she is strong-willed, spirited, intelligent,
However, sceptics have argued that perhaps she might not have been willi
not seen his large country estate. Despite the love story, Austen does hint |
events in the narrative that Elizabeth is thinking of her financial security as
another example of a typical young woman with all the silliness of a child, ¢
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elopement with Wickham. Austen is quick to condemn such behaviour in t!
male characters rectify the situation; Darcy and Mr Gardiner rescue Lydia {
her lover to marry her.

Elizabeth’s character hints at a new type of ‘modern’ woman; one who is i¢
herself and is not afraid to voice her opinions. She marries, if she marries, ¢
has her marry in the end. Despite playing with new ideas of gender roles, &
convention and tradition by leaving her heroine alone and happy at the en
does the opposite; she shows us that marriage is the only way that a womg
always very happy. Charlotte marries for security. Elizabeth and Jane are lu
marry for love, although Austen hints that the securit' ' ey receive is very
Wickham are coerced (heavily persuaded) int . '“ér; 'ge. Austen’s messagt
shifting and she plays with gender ro! .. moge as an institution is how v
financial security. Women whc iie (; ..arry ended up as spinsters, lonely a

& ..»‘é - M)‘X

G

hoe 1_very prominent in the text. This is a society on the bri
industrial, and class are all being questioned. Although industry sta
most part, we see flashes of it through the lives of the characters. The ribh
the Bennet sisters, all the latest fashions worn by Caroline and Louisa; all tt
consumerism and a new type of industrial trade. Austen’s characters are hi
part, from the big industrial centres found in large towns, the huge factoric
live in small rural villages, in country estates and large mansions surrounde
shifting military presence hints at a society not at rest with itself; Austen pe¢
will be possible for people to live so remotely and rurally, disconnected fro
spreading over the country. Hers was a time of huge changes indeed.

()
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Ghe Whitew's Use a{/ Lan

Austen uses language to create complex characters, stunning scenery and ¢
irony and wit to poke fun at people’s pretensions of class and status. Hers |
characterised by an omniscient narrative voice (all-knowing) that can be ex
section will look at the specific ways in which language is used in this novel

Symbolism (when a symbol is used to represent an idea) is not present as ¢
in other novels of the period, perhaps because so much of the action take:
‘Aspects of Austen’s narrative style’). However, P22 ri vy is a symbol of t
the pride and shyness of social situations,_ iac ife{;, i the main houses in th
their inhabitants” wealth and s~ & ijtﬁ;;ﬁ ~t Pemberley, art and nature m|
Nothing is vulgar or affec’. - fif};:,»ratﬁer simply elegant and refined. This
becomes thogarh m‘}:on’:ifhip with Elizabeth. When they meet near the
are comin;y hher at last across the divide of their misunderstandings an

Metaphors (figures of speech that imply a comparison between things) ar¢
One of the most important is dance and its use as a metaphor for marriage
important in Austen’s time as it was the only place where respectable your
husband. Dance often began a courtship as women had to judge each pros
partner. Darcy will not dance with Elizabeth when they first meet and yet s
are parallels with marriage proposals here. When they do dance, there is a
sexual, perhaps implying that dance would have been a metaphor for sex it
When Elizabeth and Caroline walk around the room in front of the gentlen
who implies that their motive could be to show off their figures, further sty
between physical parading and sex and marriage.

Motifs (recurring structures and images that help to establish the themes)
Prejudice. Elizabeth’s eyes reoccur from Darcy’s first mention of them near
Although he is teased relentlessly by the jealous Caroline Bingley, his falling
seen through his references to her eyes throughout the novel. Journeys at¢
changes or revelations. The main action of the story occurs when various ¢l
Bingley arriving at Netherfield opens the novel. Jane’s journeying to Nethe!
that ends with her and her sister marrying two of the most eligible men in |
Brighton results in her elopement which only ends well when Mr Gardiner
see Wickham. Elizabeth visiting Charlotte Collins resu''t. 1 a marriage prop:
Pemberley ends in her realising her good opir'.: ai : love for Darcy.
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Aspects of HAustew's “Naati

With so subtle a writer as Austen, it is hard and sometimes misleading to i
following list may help readers identify some of her practices and craft. Ma
used by other writers but the voice at once so distinctive and so secure ren
grace, clarity, humour and insight.

1.

Epigrammatic style and summative comment — one of the distinctive fea
an occasional limitation — is Austen’s often beautifully turned, funny, but
comments on a situation and character; the end of the first chapter is a gt
her put-downs or her sharp comments often defir';; " Jman limitation; w
judgment and sense a secure and uncomp: uit. ﬁi!jgﬁclaﬁty in such direct
harsh, even cruel, but it reinforcos o« - 2 oui'moral conviction and humat
flaws and lapses are swi\ ext 3 1ed and understood.

Irony — saving Y . “{{g"r,\l:-fof’xopposite of what one literally means. Au:
re 3 Jer in all sorts of ways, making them more involved in
wearances and words themselves are false, slippery. Irony sot
with the ideal, the imagined with the actual and can enact on a stylisti
engages in about illusion and reality. Irony is a natural vehicle for come
pointing out how what is said or done actually is not what should be ot
usually a harsher kind of criticism of things as they are compared to wi
savage irony is itself a satirical technique.

Abstract nouns — words like ‘pride’ and ‘prejudice’ and ‘understanding’ ai
sometimes seems to present these actually rather hard to pin down ideas
giving her satire an apparent objectivity and the sense in her work of an u
against which error can be measured. As we have seen, some of these ap
certainties shift under pressure in the story, and the use of ‘pride’ is partit
other key terms like ‘gentleman’. In the use of some of these terms, we ¢
ideas in Austen’s society taking place.

Hyperbole — this means exaggeration and is particularly evident in cha
of Lydia. Her constant ‘cries’ about things, her exclamations, her ‘Lora:
a mind that is irrational, uncontrolled. It is used by Austen as part of ht
have a distorted or disproportionate sense of things or themselves.
Caricature — this means simplifying characters, or defining them by ong
or behaviours to capture the essence of a usually comical individuality.
interesting characterisations, but, as in this novel, the caricature can su
society in an easy to understand and mocking way — Mrs Bennet’s neur
oily and false politeness for example expose <. ' .y* rather shallow re:
Dialogue — conversations between chaict *re .t alternate between nar
and provide variety and entorl i gﬁ i.. rhis engages the reader in active
the individuals in th~ " « . Dl twiis, Austen is an absolute master; with a i
moral el 0. © . - acter. Often characters’ speech betrays their self-reg
hna others. Those who are blunt, less talkative, more direct ai
rationa®&ntence construction are those who are usually most reasonabl¢
herself rarely indulges in purple prose (overly extravagant) and for her the
connection between rational speech and thought. That which cannot be ¢
mysterious, the irrational and the passionate aspects of life, sometimes s¢
verbal universe, as of less worth. Everything in Austen that is worthwhile .
her irony is to define and control not to suggest something beyond langu:
words promote a sense of certainty that, if the characters cannot see thei
are out there, and confusion and fantasy (and prejudices) can be sorted o
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Fom

Form is the type of writing and the way in which the author presents the te

Austen’s book is a novel, a type of writing that was developing when she w
the most popular literary form there has ever been. Genre, that is the kind
written, can shape the way the book looks at reality or the way it represen
of things it talks about. The novel is often associated with ordinary experie|
everyday life, not supernatural things or superhuman people. To us, Auste:
that ‘ordinary’, but they represent part of the nov.". .t: >mpts to deal with
that was considered relatively new or ‘noval’ 1'15;*..”;«*‘0? a start, women’s po
important in novels than in other “. - as ;;as'teréiure, and, indeed, many ea
who were finding a voice . .. 5 j:guratuﬁe almost for the first time. Novels
domestic regsm W s*;;,%"né”ﬁ were mainly forced to live and be (at least |
sphere, a\ k could exert a power and influence usually denied to her i

Austen uses an omniscient narrative voice within the novel. This means an
narrator who switches effortlessly into the thoughts of other characters an
often, as at the start of the last chapter, Austen presents indirectly the poir
the narrative, seeming to share their perspective but actually creating a do
the readers, see through. The first person ‘I’ is rarely used. This stresses the
omniscience (all-knowing). Sometimes the narrator’s viewpoint and that of
which inclines us to share her views and accept her authority as if it were {|

Due to Austen’s omniscient narrative voice, and the closeness of this voice
difficult for the reader to see into the minds and true thoughts of other key
hurdle, Austen cleverly employs another traditional form in her novel to re
the thoughts and motives of other characters: the letter. Samuel Richardso
novel (a novel made up entirely of letters) popular in the previous century,
see inside the minds of her characters and to reveal more about their pers:
reader. Mr Collins’ letters to Mr Bennet show his oily character and self-se
Bingley’s letter to Jane makes it clear that her party will not be returning to
Darcy’s letter to Elizabeth shows her so much about his true personality an
nature of his relationship with Wickham. It is only through reading this leti
Elizabeth begins to realise that she may have misread Darcy. Without the
plot and character development would have been seve: ly limited within t

i e s o o e o 3t o s

Extended Ess~y ' 1esi'en
What e 0 b sneats and limitations of the novel form?2
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Stuuctune

Structure is the way in which the parts of the text are arranged and manip.
relationship between these parts.

The novel is structured into three volumes, each volume telling a part of th
volumes are significant to the structure of the novel because they each de:
narrative. Volume one’s action takes place in and around the village in whii
There are balls at the assembly rooms and Netherfield Park, the general po
all but married to Bingley, and Mr Collins visits Loz -t * i 1 to find a suitable
volume is all about other characters comir:7 i ”t'(.‘;;ff;g‘ p"rivéte world of Long!
Caroline, Wickham and Collins 2!l .+ ‘e ; 1o the small country domestic sp
world — and gives their ve - = o taeir identities.

ey

ns‘with travel, specifically travel away from Longbourn. Cz
inform her & Ttheir party have returned to London. Elizabeth visits Charlo
also meets Darcy. It is significant that the first proposal and the subsequen
Longbourn; Austen only reveals Darcy and Wickham's true past away from
volume is set. She needs Elizabeth to travel away from there in order to op
with two other journeys: the regiment move away from Meryton and Mrs {
Pemberley, both precursors to what happens in the final volume.

Volume three is all about resolution (things coming to a conclusion and bei
Pemberley, realises how wrong she really has been about Darcy, and they :
Wickham but things are put right to an extent. Jane and Bingley are also m\

Beginning each volume with a new chapter numbering sequence highlights
is between the actions and events of each part. In the reader’s mind, it give
beginning again in the narrative. The narrative itself, however, is fairly chro
order that events have happened in time) with a lack of flashbacks or flash
as a device through which to explain past events. As in the case of Darcy’s |
not only does this technique reveal the information, it also allows Elizabet:
many times as she wants, each time rereading Darcy’s character as well an
might have misjudged him.
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Contesxt

Context refers to the events and literary movements that happened arount
Prejudice was written. It is important to know about significant events in &
and literary movements because these affect our understanding and interp
setting Pride and Prejudice within its historical context, we can further unc
and messages of the novel overall.

Jane Austen lived through tumultuous times and it is a cliché, and not a wh
that you would not always know this from reading ha wels, with their gt
seemingly stable feudal worlds. For most of b .. *éﬂ,;«tngl”é’nd was at war wi
who figure innocently, and not so irruc ¢ iti Pride and Prejudice). From
onwards, France and Britair 1+ dh 1 righting over who would have the m
culminating inthe S« s¢.J War between 1756 and 1763. By the time /
American li ;Mape‘ﬁdence had broken out and French soldiers were ¢«
ct of the almost constant war with France is felt in the n¢
to say that it is not the focus of things. Austen wrote about domestic life; s
worlds of families and individuals. However, if we take a step back, we can
in and out of her narrative give a constant presence of war looming in the |
cling to their daily routines against an ever-present but not often mention.
people’s unwillingness to focus on a war that was happening mostly out of
was still felt economically and by families with sons in the militia.

The French Revolution started in 1789. This was a key historical process th:
ways of thinking and ways of being ‘modern’ as focus shifted from the com
desires of the individual. This is clearly reflected in the novel; the plot is cal
and thoughts of individual characters. The French Revolution’s leaders calle
of a country, despite their birth or rank, and they went about achieving thi:
Members of the aristocracy were beheaded as crowds of citizens looked o
classes were considered equal to everyone else. For the aristocracy in Brita
world was being turned on its head. The peasants, far greater in number, i
such as William Blake, initially in favour of the French Revolution with its fo
equality, became appalled at the violent bloodbath that it became as time |
of fear that Britain would follow suit and a great violent revolution would h
reflected in characters such as Lady De Bourgh. Although she is very disdai
considers to be lower than her, and very rude to them, one could argue th:
secure her own place in the world against the fear of h» 1g removed from
that she understands about the world is baser' 3 “a ; iCied class structure, v
the top; this is how she makes sense ot - we d. Although such a large-s¢
violent revolution never hapne ...t (1 2.tdin, the ideas of the French Reval
stability of the old sori "« . <5, stem. Elizabeth and Darcy’s relationship is
relationshiglilc « _ 5.uiy never have been sanctioned decades before. D
thinking th¥§ ds in their way, Austen gives us the impression that Elizak
kind of thinKing, one where a person’s actions and values count for more tl
bloodline. This is a very different way of thinking and it is arguable that, wil
of the French Revolution, this ‘modern’ type of relationship would have be
least, the people involved in such a union would have been outcast from s¢

In many ways linked to the changing ideas of social classes, the concept of
rights of their own was emerging. The French Revolution’s doctrine stated
that one man was as worthwhile as any other despite class or wealth. In 17
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published A Vindication of the Rights of Women, a text that examined the ¢
people to men with rights of their own. Up to this point, society had viewe:
transferred from a father to a husband upon marriage. While Austen’s nov:
there are flickers of the changes happening to the status of women. The n¢
marriage tells us that finding a husband was still essential for most women
and financial support. However, Elizabeth shows us that things were chang
anything but love, she defies social conventions as to how ladies should be
for example) and she strives to find a kind of equality in her relationship wi

First drafted in 1795, six years after the start of the French Revolution, the
1813 when Austen was 38. Austen was born in a rectorv in Hampshire in 1.
the country she knew well so it made sense, ther ... . ., 1 set this novel the
was a gentleman, descended from peon'> vk > ;;wﬁ’e"d in trade, showing a:
She had six brothers and a SiStP;',.\ i ’ﬁ?é&;'ialnily; like the sisters in the novel
female sibling. Her relatic -« . »itn her sister Cassandra was extremely clc
parallels witiamize 5 1d Jane’s relationship in the novel. Although she v
school wit hister, she was called home because her parents could not
Elizabeth, J ent the remainder of her education being guided by her |
home. Like the sisters in the novel, Jane spent her days practising those ski
accomplished: playing the piano, singing, and embroidery. In 1801, the fa,
1802 Jane received a marriage proposal which she rejected despite the ect
match would have provided. Unlike Charlotte Lucas in the novel, Jane did i
security; she remained, like Elizabeth, convinced that nothing but love woll
permanent partnership with another. Jane hardly wrote at all in Bath and ¢
life there, preferring the country life. In the novel, big cities are not portray
country life.

Just four years later, the family moved again, this time to Southampton. Al
Austen’s financial life with her mother and sister was not looking very secu
afford to stay in Bath and so moved to share a house on the coast. Like Mi:
the novel, Jane and her female relatives were wholly reliant on the financi:
Finally, in 1809, Austen’s brother offered the women a more settled life in
once more became a productive writer in this more secure and tranquil se

The end of the eighteenth and the first half of the nineteenth century saw |
Movement, a pan-European cultural phenomenon that changed the way \\
things such as the individual, nature, feelings and reason. William Blake pul
collection of poems with a focus on the individual, in 1789 and Wordswort!
Ballads appeared in 1800. The idea of the sublime_n - 4. ing here a sense o
the world as it is, also gained importance dur 1g .~ period. The sublime aj
Pemberley, where art meets natur~ c: oecifically in its grounds. Unlike
found in this period, Pemhe = #'s « -cunds are rugged and wild, as nature it
therefore, trulv awec 1ot g

The novel 5 pular form of literature gained popularity in England duri
Flanders and Richardson’s Pamela were both incredibly popular novels anc
popularised as a result. Without knowing about the popularity of this genre
Austen’s novels were as popular as they became during the early eighteen
the age of the French Revolution, the Romantic Movement, American Inde
Trafalgar and Waterloo, of riots at home and abroad, and of the Industrial |
changing in terms of social and gender revolutions. Birth and blood matter:
trade. This focus on the individual, of actions speaking louder than ancesti\
the novel form.
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=

7@4@@ HAusten in Contesty — KA
b
.

Tl
16051615 Cervantes, the Spanish novelist, publishes Don Quijote often ro ////////%///
il
1700s The rise of the novel in England %////////

&
1722 Defoe publishes the novel Moll Flanders %

1740 Richardson (the influential novelist) publishes Pamela %/
e
o

.

d
@

&

L

1753-1755 Publication of Richardson’s Sir Charles Grandison

i

"

L

1756-1763 Seven Years’ War

o
o
& i

e

1775 Jane Austen bornin a recic:y St‘_»w“éh'fén‘, Hampshire L
T Al g7 %//////////////%
1776 American In¢'. « *iw;"ﬁﬁue*‘from British Empire ——
1789 e gc-vo"'ili“tic;n begins; William Blake, one of the key poets of 2///////////////%
mphasis on the individual, feeling, nature and radicalism pu. \ W
1791 American Bill of Rights — individual rights become key in constity
1792 Mary Wollstonecraft publishes A Vindication of the Rights of W¢

exploring shifts in the power, status and role of women

1795-1797 Pride and Prejudice as First Impressions drafted and rejected for

1795 Rise of Napoleon

1800 Wordsworth publishes first edition of Lyrical Ballads

1801 Act of Union between Britain and Ireland; Austen family move t.
1802 Peace of Amiens temporarily ends war with France. Pride and Py

drafted in 1799 as well) Jane Austen receives a marriage propos:

1804 Napoleon made Emperor

1805 Battle of Trafalgar; Nelson defeats Franco—Spanish Alliance

1806 The Austens move to Southampton

1807 Slave trade abolished in British Empire

1809 The Austens move to Chawton

1811 Regency begins. Sense and Sensibilfty 7k Sid; revisions of Pric COPYRIGHT
1812 Napoleon invades Russia* “~ = ‘ca lcclares war on Britain PROTECTED
1813 Pride and Pre’: > ruoished

1814 s, " ar}< p)uxyblished

1815 Ie of Waterloo ; lg

1816 Emma published

1817 Austen dies in Winchester EdLJCc;?IQﬁ
1818 Persuasion and Northanger Abbey published posthumously N

1819 Peterloo Massacre in Manchester — key event in class, working o

the tensions and unrest in sections of society in the period
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Generally speaking, examiners do not expect students at GCSE to have reat
in examinations. Much criticism is difficult or can confuse or stop readers i
views or even enjoying the book at all. However, some reading of criticism
discussion on the following topics may help add to the appreciation of Aus
surround it. Always remember that you are being aske~ ‘or an appreciative
personal response — not a lot of simple opinio~ = 0« ‘}fv»ﬂether or not you

prejudices! Critics and discussion can :;"; S

e

i o L i

- S W

1.

Jane Austen has ¢ a iriconic part of our literary heritage, and hat

T i ) nore widely read today than in her own time. Some
ut an England that seems perhaps more attractive and 1
—than our own age. Do you agree with this view and can you see that
really do her work justice?

Some see Jane Austen as being a rather narrow writer in that she ignai
injustices of her time and only writes about a narrow segment of socie
relationships, perhaps naively. How is it possible to argue against this

Some disagree with Austen’s morality saying that she is intolerant. Ot
works as moral ones is a misleading approach. What are your response

Critics tend to look at literature very seriously and claim for it all sorts
guidance in a confusing world, or a form of conscience. Relevance isa |
do you think are the reasons that Jane Austen continues not only to be
as a great writer who has much to offer us today?

Watch the famous BBC television adaptation an " "1 : recent 2005 film
interpret the characters and story, espec 41 b v. the more recent filiy
household seem more ordinar: i ¢ vn to earth than many more tr:
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Abstract nouns
Affable
Affectation
Animosity
Caricature

Characterisation

Dialogue

Epigrammai style
Epistolary

Form

Genre

Hyperbole

Irony

Metaphor
Materialism
Motif

Omniscient narrator

Ostentatious

Narrative voice
Prejudice

Psychology

Satire

Structure

Sycophant
Symbolism

Themes

Key Gewnw Elossany

Nouns that refer to intangible things (e.g. ‘pride’ ¢
Extremely good-natured, likeable

Pretence / putting on an act

Intense dislike

Simplifying a character down to one or two charatc

the way in which the aut’.~ re ates characters an

f'/ .

or audience s

i i : o :
Conrisa ivi. wetween characters

o e
% way of thinking about the world in the eighteen|
~ evidence gained from experiments rather than fro

The short and humorous summing up of a characi
A novel composed entirely of letters (e.g. Samuel |
A type of writing, the way the author presents the
A form or type of literature

Exaggeration

A linguistic device by which writers express some!
the opposite

A figure of speech that implies a connection betw:
Valuing money and possessions over people and
A recurring structure or image that helps to estakl

A narrative voice that seems to know everything a
reported conversation to psychological insights wi

A vulgar display of wealth

The way in which the story is told (e.g. in the first |
narrator, etc.)

Making your mind up about -~ iething (making as
know the full facts g8 e

The stee 1 th » vund \
¢ u any hufnorous criticism of people and/or soc

Stereotypical characters that conform to certain 't
sycophant or the rake) who would have been easi|
Austen’s audiences

The way in which the parts of the text are arrange
the author

Someone who excessively flatters people to gain t
Using symbols to represent ideas or concepts

Important subjects addressed in the text which re
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Funthenw Reading

A list of suggested books or websites that will enhance the student’s study

Austen, J., Le Faye, D. (ed.) Jane Austen’s letters 3™ ed. (Oxford: OUP, 1995
Austen, J., Jones, V. (ed.) Pride and Prejudice rev. ed. (London: Penguin Boc
Butler, M. Jane Austen and the war of ideas (Oxford: Clarendon, 1975)

Carson, S. (ed.) A truth universally acknowledr.3 '3 )jfredt writers on why 1
York: Random House, 2009) 5 - -

- r
e »
- ¥ j

Clark, R. (ed.) Sense 1 < ‘--ﬂf’fh:nﬁ/ and Pride and Prejudice (Basingstoke: IV

L

Fergus, J. J& sten: a literary life (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1991)

Fitzpatrick, W. Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice (New York: Monarch, 196«
Galperin, W. The historical Austen (Philadelphia, Pa.: University of Pennsyly
Jones, H. Jane Austen and marriage (London: Continuum, 2009)

Jones, V. How to study a Jane Austen novel {Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1997)
Monaghan, D. (ed.) Jane Austen in a social context (London: Macmillan, 19!
Morrison, R. (ed.) Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: a sourcebook (London

Newton, J. Women, power and subversion: social strategies in British fictic:
Routledge, 1981)

Tanner, T. Jane Austen (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1986)

Todd, J. The Cambridge companion to Pride and Prejudice (Cambridge: CUF
Todd, J. The Cambridge introduction to Jane Ausét(‘)f‘ i i bridge: CUP, 2015
Todd, J. The Connell guide to Ja:w{' L te s .’ridé‘anxt; Prejudice (London: Ca¢

Tomalin, C. loawe A " 1 o f!’)i]e ‘(H‘armondsworth: Viking, 1997)

Tuite, C. Roitic Austen: sexual politics and the literary canon (Cambridg:

Websites

The Cambridge history of English and American literature http://www.bar
Molland’s http://www.mollands.net/

The Republic of Pemberley http://pemberley.com/
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Squestut Answers

Chapter Summaries and Analysis

Chapter 1

Debate prompt

® Mr and Mrs Bennet do have a fairly happy marriage. They have their own interests o
although they do not really love each other.

® No, they do not have a happy marriage because Mr Bennet has lost all respect for hi
of action or ambition.

e  Whatis a happy marriage anyway? What constitutes this? Thev do not have respect.
liked one another enough to marry. '

o a2
Chapter 2 ’ *
Extended essay question , - W
® Mr Bennet likes tosurt i i ly/itamuses him. He says one thing and does anotii
people. ) i
® This co! rw‘bécause he is bored with his own life, unable to hold any real po

society or the world, and so plays with the emotions of his wife anc
feel more powerful than he really is.

Debate prompt

® Lydia’s first words do tell us a lot about her character; they tell us that she is stupid,

® Lydia’s first words only tell us part of her character. That she is immature and speak.
there is more to her characterisation that is revealed as the novel progresses.

Chapter 3

Active learning task

® Bingley: good-natured, likeable, easily manipulated by others, friendly, naive.
® Darcy: proud, haughty, ill-mannered, rude, stand-offish, nasty.

Extended essay question

® Darcy is prejudiced against the people of Longbourn because of their social class any
provincial world where people are pompous with no reason to be. He sees social clin
wannabe stars. The society in which he usually mingles is much higher than this anc
Although we as the readers feel outraged on their behalf, Darcy’s prejudice against
behaviour of characters such as Mrs Bennet.

® Darcy’s behaviour and his lack of dancing are rude and do not go unnoticed. Mrs Ben
against him. Indeed, this is when Elizabeth forms her opinion of him as a rude and pi
Meryton is tarnished before he even had the chance to speak to most people there,

Debate prompt

® Darcy’s first words towards Elizabeth do not make it clear th: .hey will be a good n\
hostility and prejudice against her and the societv ' ni ! she.moves.

e Yetthey do at least hint that they will be a .~ 41 2*.h.rlis words show that he has |
following the conventions of the n .« 5)r1 i, 5et the scene in which he will come to |

Chapter 4

; Fns show us that she is the sceptical rational sister while Jane is the ng
everyone. It is clear that Elizabeth can see through the Bingley sisters although her |\
always shown to be right.

Extended essay question

® Elizabeth and Jane are very close as sisters but they are very different as people. Jang
the good in everyone and everything. Elizabeth is more judgmental, forming prejudic:

o  Although Jane is the more traditional heroine figure, Elizabeth’s sharp wit and fiery
interesting character in the novel. Jane is nice but rather dull. She is more two-dime}
with her changing opinions and interesting conversations, feels more real tous as a ¢
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Chapter 5

Debate prompt

® Jane is right about Darcy’s shyness being mistaken for pride; much of his stand-offis.
shyness and not from pride or thinking that people are beneath him.

® No, Jane is not right. Darcy admits that he is proud of his birthright and does not seq
prejudiced against people below him in status and class.

¢  The real truth probably lies somewhere between these two viewpoints. Yes, he is pio
on their merit as well as their status as the novel progresses. We also later learn tha\
his apparent haughtiness could well stem from such anxiety.

Extended essay question

e The Lucases are a family that live near Meryton. Their daughter Charlotte is good fri
trade and have since been elevated. wh

e William Lucas, the father, was made a knight and .za ini = ﬁo ve awkward in social |
social class and status. He fits into the then = of (o and society. Lady Lucas is a go
information to both other char?;;,“,.h L ‘*hnlgbook and to the reader.

® While he had money en¢:: | .« = re, William Lucas cannot give Charlotte a large d¢
money. Thigits 1 h»;.ﬁm‘é“s of marriage, women, money and class.

Chapter 6
Active learning task
Darcy appears to be: proud, shy, playful, flirtatious, charming, intense.

Extended essay guestion

® Elizabeth is intent on marrying only for love; she will not marry for any other reason
in order for a marriage to be happy and to last. If she does not fall in love, she is det:

® Charlotte is much more practical when it comes to marriage. She sees that her famil,
she must marry a man in order to gain financial status, comfort and social security. &
she wants to find a decent man who will take care of her and any subsequent childre
about the heart and much more about the head.

Chapter 7

Debate prompt

® Mrs Bennet is a responsible parent because she will do anything to secure husband:
husband dies, his entire estate will go to someone else, and her daughters will be do.
husbands. Therefore, she is responsible as she is ensuring their future financial secu

® No, she is not responsible. She sends her eldest daughter out in the rain knowing tha
ensure some more contact between Jane and a potential husbhand.

Active learning task
Elizabeth cares deeply for Jane. When they first meet Bingley, she is excited for her. Asa
affection for Jane. They chat intimately and we can see a true warmth between them.

Chapter 8
Extended essay question . e
Elizabeth is independent, thinks in her own way, dci»s hirguugainst convention, and is wi

Bingley is snobbish, rude, haughty, despz it tc L » _.oticed, slavishly follows societal conv
nice person. -

&

; é bbish towards the Bennet family at this point in the novel but it is ha
given his*®8Cial status and class.

® Caroline Bingley delights in ridiculing the Bennet family (aside from Jane, who she to
unfortunate family) and she is very happy when Darcy joins in. She feels like it’s her ¢
desperately wants him to notice her and is becoming jealous of Elizabeth. It is this jo
comments about Elizabeth’s family. Darcy is driven only by his social upbringing; Ca
and her wish to discredit Elizabeth in the eyes of Darcy.
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Chapter 9

Extended essay question

® When Darcy comments that society is not as varied in the country as in the town, sh.
dealing with it, or even just ignoring it, she decides to take him to task about it in fro
manners. When she comments that she often dines with lots of families, Mrs Benne
large social circle. Instead, she is making it sound like she regularly eats with lots any

® Her mistakes tell us a lot about the judgmental society in which she lived, where ma.
us the strong class system in place and the embarrassment that social mistakes can ¢

Active learning task
The language of the diary entry should match the style of Mrs Bennet’s language. She miy
surroundings, and the ball in general.

Chapter 10 — j
Active learning task . F
Elizabeth walks to Netherfield on herfj’,“ . fmﬁg»tﬁe fields. She is independent of her s

enough to make her own opiniga o oneple

dear, they both think that good manners are crucial, and most importantly
are trying to be what they are not. Despite this, they both make mistakes, Elizabeth \
when he views her good nature as indifference towards Bingley.

e Their exchanges also show us that they are both looking for something more than t.
looking for someone special and something amazing. They both do not like gossip a1
improves the mind. It is classic Austen that Elizabeth misunderstands Darcy’s asking |
to get her to admit to liking music that he finds beneath him. Despite their misunde,
similar here in values and character than either of them realise.

Chapter 11

Debate prompt

® Elizabeth represents one type of woman in the book but by no means all types. She ¢
the more modern woman, that was being explored in Austen’s time. She is indepeny
but she still knows when to be a proper lady.

® Darcy represents the best type of man in the novel although at first he appears as th
length of the novel to truly understand what a gentleman should be. He is fair, just, ¢
good to those around him.

Extended essay question

® Elizabeth and Darcy quarrel precisely because they care about what the other think.
wouldn’t bother.

® There is an emerging connection between them as they spend more time together. |
the reader that something is happening between them. Although Elizabeth does no\
reader the delicious feeling that they are falling in love throug'  their sharp-witted cu
each other and, by doing so, are learning about each .2 inu guestioning themsel

® It becomes clearer to the reader in this chanter t' at . .y 18 falling in love with Elizal
chatting with each other both have fli-t it L adertones. She wants him to think of
in her class. There is a growi=.: ‘mo. n o chemistry between them.

¥

Darcy is conflie#g pecause he can feel himself falling in love with Elizabeth but everything
tells him that he is socially superior to her and, by marrying her, he will disgrace himself a\

Debate prompt

® Mr and Mrs Bennet do have very different parenting styles. Mr Bennet prefers to le.
possible while Mrs Bennet risks the health of her daughters to get them noticed by ¢

® Both styles are equally as bad as each other. Mr Bennet, by being completely uninte:
leaving them open to financial ruin after his death. Mrs Bennet, although sometime:
enough about her daughters’ futures to want to help them to find husbands (and, th
security) at any cost.
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Chapter 13

Debate prompt

Mr Collins is purely a comic character. His over the top way of writing and his verbose usy
both ways that Austen makes him into a character of amusement to the reader. Howeve
provides ways for the plot to progress: his proposal to Elizabeth, and his marriage to Cha.
both of which allow Elizabeth to visit there and see Darcy again. He is also a symbol of all |
and pomposity in the novel; he is supposedly a Christian but is more interested in appeai.
when Lydia elopes.

Extended essay question

® Mr Collins writes like he talks; he is very oily, sycophantic and full of false praise for\
cares more about appearances than how things really are.

® His letter is ridiculed by the Bennets because of its pompe:it ;. nd self-serving natui ¢

G o
o a

Chapter 14 . A

Active learning task g o

® Mr Collins’ diary entry <k 4 i £l orover the top praise for the Bennets but ever
magnificenas ‘f Tl evy orexample, ‘The Bennets have done what they can with ||
Howevile Ling ould compare to the splendour of Lady Catherine’s abode.’

y being about the Bennets, try to work in as many references to Lac\

® Perhaps include something slightly derogatory about the upbringing and behaviour ¢

G

.z

Chapter 15

Debate prompt

e  The fact that Wickham is in the military does add to his charm. He is an exotic strang
war wounds.

® On the other hand, Wickham is a charmer without his military background and it can
adds nothing to his already extremely charismatic personality.

Extended essay question

e At this point in the novel, Wickham is portrayed as a very affable, charming, charisn.
streak and a lively mind. In these ways, he has a strikingly similar personality to Eliza}
sharp, and yet not very rich.

® Darcy on the other hand is portrayed as cold, proud, haughty and ill-mannered; all ¢!

e  Thisis partly how Austen sets up the misunderstandings that Elizabeth experiences «
first part of the novel. Elizabeth, proud of her ability to judge people accurately, spe.
herself to be charmed by appearances over reality. She mistakes appearance for real
this as the novel progresses.

Chapter 16

Active learning task

Darcy being a proud man, family pride, brotherly pride, pride as being a just point of view,
to Lady Catherine De Bourgh.

Extended essay question . cL

e Wickham’s conversation with Lizzy suggests ti at e i- ..o all he seems because he is
personal information about Darcv 7.0 s ¢ }n.ectioﬁ to that family. This willingness
at his true character. At

® So farin thenove! L.+ nc _.Jickham have been perceived by Elizabeth and Mery.

they re L Je 1 1.us'peen perceived by Darcy to be indifferent to Bingley. Elizabe
by Darc g very similar to how she truly is.

Chapter 17

Debate prompt

Elizabeth is keener to form opinions of people based on first impressions than Jane; she i
fact despite priding herself on her good judgment. However, Jane perhaps makes her opit
they tend to always see the good in people where Elizabeth sees the bad.
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Chapter 18

Debate prompt

Mr and Mrs Bennet are good role models for their daughters; they are married, they run .
fondness for each other deep down. On the other hand, they are terrible role models. M
daughters’ futures and he openly ridicules his wife to his family. Mrs Bennet is hysterical o
shows up her daughters in public.

Extended essay guestion

® Elizabeth is embarrassed about her mother’s behaviour in public; her openly gossipi
engagement before it takes place, her loud rudeness and her coarseness. She is em.
Lydia and Kitty who flirt outrageously and run around after the attentions of soldiers
behaviour when he publicly humiliates Mary by dismissing her while she is singing.

® Elizabeth can see the reactions of others, notably Darcy, e::2/. ime a member of he:
That this upsets her shows that she cares what Da= y ni. fof Jer and is perhaps e
thinking of a marriage union with him. F

e  Theembarrassmentisimportant *. « . e . gnlights to Darcy how seemingly impos

would be despite his grov ; e i:\li’(\,«gd ior her. The fact that he manages to get over |

embarrassegant s i j > riovel is a key factor in his transformation into a true gen

Extended essay question

® Collins’ proposal shows us that women in the novel mostly have the status of prope:
woman agrees to be his wife; his change of attentions from Jane to Elizabeth shows |
helpmeet, and a woman he does find. There is a real fear that if a woman does not
destitute. That is why women such as Mrs Bennet become obsessed with securing h\
marriage is the only way for women of their class to gain financial and social securit:

® Mrs Bennet is distressed by Elizabeth’s rejection of the proposal partly because she \
married before those of her friend, Lady Lucas. This one-upmanship is typical of this
reason for her distress is that she is fearful for Elizabeth’s future without a husband .
know if she would ever receive another proposal. Her fears are grounded and, altha
for them, they show the dependence of women on men during this period.

Chapter 21

Active learning task

Wickham's diary entry could be written in two ways: like he really is the person he is prei.
he is. The second option would be more authentic to the novel. Give his reasons for missi
of Elizabeth, Darcy, etc.

Extended essay question

® Letters are used several times in the novel to develop the plot and develop our idea:

e  The problem with using an all-knowing narrative voice is that it can be hard to get in|
of all the characters. Letters solve this problem for Austen. Letters tell us that Caroliy
returning to Netherfield. They also reveal Collins’ plans to come and stay (and a lot &
writes). Crucially, later in the novel they tell us more about Darzy’s true character an
him and Wickham. They also let the reader know at th7.7z - 2 me as Elizabeth wha!

Debate prompt i

Jane and Elizabeth are closer to eack win r Hwi'to their other sisters. The narrative show:
affection of their talks and ' it s ~oiuéver, we are not shown whether the other sisters |
Elizabeth. Jugieuillh us = r “rative does not include something, that does not mean tha
existence so! he within the world of the novel.

Chapter 22

Debate prompt

® Elizabeth does judge Charlotte for what she does. Elizabeth, for all her rational scept
refuses to marry unless she is truly in love. She cannot believe that Charlotte has soit
man as Collins in order to find security. We might think that she misjudges Charlotte
but they are her opinions and ultimately Elizabeth will decide whether she is right ot

® However, we could look more closely at Elizabeth’s reactions to Charlotte’s marriagy
that Collins would move so quickly to propose to another woman. Perhaps she herse
marrying only for love than she realises; she conveniently only falls fully in love with
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Extended essay guestion

e Austen portrays marriage in several different ways. Marriage is an institution that g
women and companionship to women and men. Many unions seem to work well wii
Charlotte; however, when she visits her, Charlotte and Collins seem happy enough i

® Marriage treats women as property but it does give them security.

® Mr and Mrs Bennet married for lust when they were young and, once the fire went o
now trapped in what appears to be a loveless marriage without even respect. Auste:
happens when people marry for lust rather than for true love and respect, or even ju
The reader is led to believe that Lydia and Wickham might well end up in this type ¢!

® Elizabeth and Jane are lucky enough to marry well {i.e. to rich men) while also marr,|
believe that their marriages, based on love and respect, are happy ones in the end.

® Mr and Mrs Gardiner are the one example of an existing happy marriage throughou
and respect for one another. !

-
- .
& bl

Debate prompt o

Mrs Bennet is justified in complaining b; et ol will inherit her property after her ht
is making her aware of that anr'.t »» g I';b ,A,rfées"l\&/vith her hospitality. On the other hand, s
a relation and is entitles ' 10 itality.

G

Debate prom
Jane is naive in her reactions to the point of being annoying. She tries to see the good in ¢
as bland, indifferent and insipid. However, one could argue that she is just being nice ang

Active learning task
Elizabeth has judged Caroline Bingley, Louisa Hurst, Lady Catherine, Collins and Bingley cu.
Wickham and Georgiana.

Chapter 25

Extended essay question

® Mr and Mrs Bennet are two people who married for lust when they were young ang
without respect for each other. Mr and Mrs Gardiner’s marriage is the opposite of t\\
love and respect.

® Mr Bennet is guilty of hiding away from his responsibilities in the world as a father a:
as a way of not facing things which then makes situations even worse. He hasn’t the
to do so. He lets Lydia go to Brighton even though Elizabeth warns him but it is Mr ¢
rectify that situation. Mr Gardiner takes the lead in that situation because he is a tru

® Mrs Bennet is weak-willed, prone to gossip and to complaining about her ailments &
panics over things. Mrs Gardiner is the voice of reason and rationalism. She goes wal
becoming obsessed with balls and marriage. Mrs Gardiner is more like Elizabeth in t\

Chapter 26

Extended essay question

® Marriage is about money as well as love in the novel. Some marriages are more aba.
fove but ultimately money and marriage were closely linked '» :he period.

® For women of the Bennets’ class and upwards, to ;2 <V . iid ..ave been a terrible s¢
from your society. So in order to have mon..+. wc e éither had to be left it to therr

marry. Then financial security wot'! ;' r th ¢ *y,«folldw.
® Some marriages are expliz’* - :«0');; ._ecurify (financial and social), e.g. Collins and Ch
® Some marrizees 30 Lo luscwith no concern for money, e.g. Mr and Mrs Bennet,
o The coilli on }\.ftvve‘én Elizabeth and Wickham about money is telling; she at tha
to her, i¥ Freleases him from any kind of promise to her. She knows that they co

really in Iove; they would not be able to financially survive. One of them must marry
e Jane and Bingley's marriage is a conventional love match. However, it worked out v
® Elizabeth and Darcy’s story is one of the greatest love stories in all of English literatui
changes her mind about Darcy and realises she is in love with him when she sees Pe.
the confrontation with such wealth is what convinces her to be in love with him.

Debate prompt

Mrs Gardiner’s comments to Elizabeth about marrying Wickham don’t annoy her; it is tak:
who already knows that they cannot marry, as one of them must marry someone rich. Ho!
show that Elizabeth is annoyed by Mrs Gardiner’s input. The scene is subtle and could be
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Chapter 27

Active learning task

Elizabeth learns that Jane is down, depressed and generally feeling upset about what hap,
hide it and get on with life but Elizabeth can see how affected she is.

Chapter 28

Debate prompt

tlizabeth’s visit does confirm her opinion that her friend made a mistake in that she cann.
happy with Collins for a husband and Lady Catherine as a neighbour. However, the more |
she realises that there are many different types of marriage and the decision that Charlo.|

Chapter 29

Active learning task .

Austen makes Lady Catherine an amusing character by i ra: o }f:evérything about her an
and large with strong features; immediately sho ¢ e ~ Jbeing larger than the other cha
into the detail of Charlotte’s domestic -.c 1 }w’ﬁ,ﬁ a great deal of detail just so she can cri

shows her self-obsessed side_tu . ﬂi;g=,§10w§hocked Lady Catherine is by Elizabeth’s n:
sisters being outat or: i+ | Hwever, also another indication of Mr and Mrs Bennet’s m
L

® Elizabeth does stand up for herself against Lady Catherine. She considers herself eq.
when they meet, unlike the other characters in the scene. She realises how rude ang
questions to her about her family are and yet she answers them with her head held |
and wit. She will not bend to Lady Catherine; she does not show subservience and s\
embarrassed. In this way, she does stand up to Lady Catherine.

® However, it could be argued that she does not, not really. She explains her situation
her sisters being out at once without embarrassment but on some level we wonder |
convention, is not at least a little bit ashamed of her parents’ choices in regard to bi|
fully stand up to Lady Catherine because it is Lady Catherine’s house in which she is ¢

Extended essay question

® It can be argued that Mr Bennet is a loving and kind parent to his daughters, at leas.
companion for Elizabeth and there is a sense of ‘us against them’ in terms of the twy
household. They are both intelligent with sharp wit, both like reading and he misses

e Although he is a friend to several of his daughters, it can be argued that he is totally |
behaviour deeply impacts his daughters’ futures. It is revealed in this chapter that he
so did not employ one for his daughters. For a man trying to bring up ladies, ladies v
futures, not employing a governess is thoughtless and negatively impacts the way th
suitors. One cannot help wondering whether he simply could not be bothered, like
Bingley at the start of the novel until pushed and he cannot be bothered to try to stu

® He actively negatively affects his daughters’ futures when he embarrasses Mary at ©
embarrassing Mary, he also jeopardises the futures of Jane and Bingley as Darcy star
him publicly criticise his daughter.

Chapter 30

Debate prompt o

® Colonel Fitzwilliam is a very two-dimon 4o &« “aracfér; he is a device with which tc |
plot. We can tell this becausz b #isn :  tvin very many characteristics of his own be:
his roles is certainlv %z i, 7% Udrcy’s apparent rudeness by being the picture of p¢

h;0 has two other main functions. He tells Elizabeth about Darcy’s pat}

Chapter 31

Extended essay question

® Pride and vanity are explored throughout the novel. While pride can be a good and
condemned by the narrative.

e  The reader starts to realise that Darcy’s apparently proud demeanour in social situal
from his shyness. He finds it hard to take to strangers and his shyness often comes &\

e Vanity is pride without reason; it is purely self-conceit and should be avoided at all ¢
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Chapter 32

Extended essay question

® Darcy enters the room and sits down in silence. It is up to Elizabeth to think of some!
flails for some topic of conversation. This is comical; we can imagine the brooding D
fidgeting with a dry mouth. Even more so when we know what he is about to say so.
ungentlemanly behaviour at this point in the novel that he lets Elizabeth flail for con
the lead.

e Asthe conversation goes on, Austen plays with silence to build tension and lead the
come to see Elizabeth. He continues to shy away from making conversation until he |
something to say. His silence is possibly due to his astonishment at being alone with
into conversation and moves his chair cioser to her. He talks to her with such familia,
shocked. He sees her shock and it breaks the spell of dialogue between them. They .
short dialogue. wh

® Silence then is used in these ways to provide som<..c ne ﬁnwto build the sexual ©
Elizabeth, although Darcy is more explicif'v +are ~faisteelings. The air crackles bet

being said. A

Chapter33 . =
Extended es

Foeth’s prejudices deeply affect other characters in the novel.

® Darcy is prejudiced towards Jane; he believes her to be insipid and indifferent to his |
money perhaps but not in love with him. He therefore thinks he is doing his friend a
Jane, by convincing him that she does not care for him, and for keeping them apart ||
as she is very depressed and upset about Bingley’s sudden departure. It also affects |
but think that perhaps he is a bit too easily convinced of things by his friends. It alsa .
towards Darcy when she finds out what he has done.

® Elizabeth’s prejudices affect many other characters in the novel. She is prejudiced in
Darcy. This affects how Darcy is perceived by all the people of Meryton and it also st
for who he is. She also fails to realise that she is in love with him.

® Her prejudices towards Wickham in the first part of the novel, and her subsequent {2
her family, allow him to court Lydia. The good opinion of him in the neighbourhood
which lays the ground for their disgraceful elopement.

Chapter 34

Active learning task

Elizabeth rejects Darcy’s proposal mostly because of the way that it is made. He tells her\
everything that she is; her family, her connections, her birth. He means this to be in somg
extremely insulting. She also does not realise what type of man Darcy is at this point and ¢
in fove with him. To make matters worse, she has only just found out about his involvemy
instrumental in separating Jane and Bingley.

Extended essay question

® Darcy shows his pride by dwelling on Elizabeth’s inferiority to him in terms of her bix
also conceited as he fully expects her to accept his proposal; n wver does it enter into
When she does reject him, he is wounded and shows 't e rejudices against not |
admits that he separated Bingley and Jane to e " ind«. - 1.y bingley than himself; Bing|
woman lower than himself is the imn!iciiti 1 re.'Darcy explains that he is not asha
about her connections; he [0z ner r spice of these and refuses to lie to her and dis
tolieis a good qualits i Saiinot see that at this point.

o  Elizabetg¥l-i. | . .swards Darcy for his part in separating Bingley and Jane anc

A he'proposes to her is not as romantic as it could be; however, his fex

\ ns are understandable given the social gulf between them. Her family
were less prejudiced towards Darcy, she would perhaps have been more aware of t\
are strong enough to overcome the divide between them, then he must really love ©

® However, her pride is hurt by his treatment of her and the things he says about her |\
angry and she says things to him that, in turn, upset him and make him say some hut
prejudices do not let them see at this point in the novel how much they are both in
metaphorically blinded.
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Debate prompt

Darcy is justified. He is socially superior and Elizabeth’s family behave terribly in public. b
fact that he still wants to marry her is testament to how much he must love and care for
ways not justified. He should not judge Elizabeth by her family’s behaviour and her class. |
people were starting to judge each other on actions and merit rather than birth and famil
these changes before he can be the man that Elizabeth needs him to be.

Chapter 35

Active learning task

Elizabeth misjudges Wickham when she first meets him. She partially misjudges Darcy; in
calls him proud but she aiso calls him ill-mannered when he is arguably just shy. She misj.
even met her.

Chapter 36 e B

Extended essay question f

e  Vanity has been Elizabeth’s dOW"" 1 hi i .nd preJudlce She begins the letter wit®
Darcy could say to defeg"]; - ! g as she reads and recognises the likely truth, si
astonishmegg ard = .- -

re. 1.1 ner “head as she realises how wrongly she has perceived the tv.

F:ly Darcy’s account of Wickham’s character appears to be. It is only a.
why chk am would have been so open about such a personal matter to a stranger
version of his life story when they first met several months ago. His being so keen to
and pretence.

® Elizabeth is upset mostly at herself. She who prided herself on her accurate judgme
checked as she realises how wrongly she has judged everyone and everything. She b
true ability to judge people’s characters accurately. The novel’s message here is tha
they seem and we cannot judge people on appearance alone without really getting |
Elizabeth even realises that Darcy is justified in misreading Jane’s affections; she is 1o
as indifferent by someone who does not know her. Indeed, Charlotte Lucas warned |
for all the world like she did not much care for Bingley at all.

Chapter 37

Active learning task

® Elizabeth speaks to Lady Catherine fairly and tries to answer her civilly while being a

® Elizabeth is also very anxious for Jane and wants to make sure that she is feeling alri
did care for Jane and is starting to blame her family, rather than Darcy, for the fact i1
from her.

Chapter 38

Extended essay question

® For the first time, Elizabeth is humbled as what she thought was a just opinion of Dai
based on her hurt pride.

® She is realising that she has misjudged people and that things are more complex tha:
that she cannot judge people as well as she thought.

® She starts to wonder what else she has been wronge a sutona eassesses her views

mistake. She understands now that there is nore th ‘.ie'way to live your life and,
does not make it wrong. g
® She sees with great claritv kv der i rany; a5|de from herself and Jane, are viewed b

social circles. She ez 0 s MmeTuI the behaviour of her mother and sisters truly iy

B he - . oo refuses to intervene.

_ ur\néy towards being a more balanced individual with more understa
Instead C*fiaking rash judgments, she starts to understand that you need to take tin
you can truly say that you know them.
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Chapter 39

Extended essay question

® Lydia never stops talking. Often in Austen’s novels it is the silent characters that are |
chatty ones either have something to hide or do not have the sense to ever stop tal.
displays Lydia’s immaturity.

® Lydia’s speech is vacuous {empty}. She needs more money and expects others to jus
bonnet that she doesn’t really like just for something to buy. This is pointless and a o
only cares about having fun.

® Lydia is careless when she talks in front of servants that they do not know and she 1.
care. She does not realise that this would be a massive social mistake; she has nott.
for gossip.

e Austen uses hyperbole (over the top language) in Lydia’s speech to highlight her im.
the way home but she actually talks about very little. She :..<. ots of exclamation m.
excited about anything and nothing. She thinks m..i ge - jﬁsva game and it is fun
about their ages. . F

® Her ‘games’ with Wickham also 250 7' At t.2takes nothing seriously and has no fe.
This warns us, and shou!;’ Lﬁ; "j;. wjﬂ‘.ed‘he"r family, of the events that unfold when sh

e  The sisters conceal Wickham’s true character, what he did in his past and who he re.
making his true character known. Elizabeth worries that Darcy has not given her per.
even part of it. She fears that she is not up to the task of convincing every one of W\
one and, besides, they believe that Wickham will leave soon and it will all be done w

® Jane does not want to ruin Wickham’s reputation as she thinks he is perhaps by now
sisters do not realise is that, by concealing the truth, they at least in part allow him
reputation is still in tatters with the people of Meryton, which is hardly fair.

Extended essay question

® Characters are often judged for their appearance in the novel. Elizabeth is judged by
Bingley sisters are judged by Elizabeth. The Bennet family are judged by Collins and |

® Lady Catherine and her daughter are judged by Collins and Elizabeth.

Chapter 41

Debate prompt

® Mr Bennet does sabotage the future of his daughters. He does not hire a governess
out in society at once and he does not curb the wildness of the younger ones. Their |
and Elizabeth open to judgment and ridicule; it damages their prospects. However, ||
abominably and openly gossips in public. Mrs Bennet must take her fair share of the
sisters themselves who damage their own prospects. Kitty and Lydia are licentious, .«
Elizabeth is full of pride and prejudice.

Chapter 42

Debate prompt

® Knowing more about Mr Bennet’s marriage does mok v . ior . sympathetic toward:
he is trapped in a loveless marriage where %= !ot n suvespect his wife, He cares nol
wants to hide in his library, which i~ .1 er 1 ri.able.

e However, it does not mak~ =+ 'mn. *i.etic towards him because he chose his life ari¢
instead of sabotagin, |~ ut _.es of his children. He knows that his estate will pass it

'y . n.erested in securing husbands for his daughters. He openly ridig

_ hat that type of bad behaviour is acceptable. He does not discipline b

openly erfiva rrasses Mary.
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Chapter 43

Extended essay question

® Elizabeth’s feelings towards Darcy begin to change when she receives his letter and «
her perceptions of him and Wickham. Once she realises the truth about that, she stu
everyone else, including Darcy.

e  Thisis developed in this chapter when she visits Pemberley. The Darcy that the hou
very different man to the one she thought she knew; proud, yes, but alsc kind and 1.

® It is when she goes to the portrait gallery and sees his portrait that she finally sees t
the mask that he portrays to the world. Learning that he is a good loving brother als.

® When she sees him walk towards her, they are both embarrassed, but the fact that |
lower-class relations the Gardiners convinces her of changes in him. Gone is the hau,
this point how much her words about him not being a gentleman affected him; Dary
evaluation of his character just as she has been doing abc*,‘; -s. Her feelings towat

&

of this chapter. B

® Sceptics do argue that, although both chzr: & s 7 e gﬁﬁe through a re-evaluation
other as they truly are before f?:;,";,t 1 .{wf; . 1s convenient that Elizabeth only fully |
house and grounds. Perk .+ n_wconsciously this financial security, as well as so
order to letgars i & i . riiriove with him.

Darcy’s character change is convincing. Elizabeth’s words about him not being a gentlem:
completely rethought how he viewed people and how he behaved himself. However, it is
the narrative voice gives us no insight into his head at this point. Although we know wha\
know when or how this occurred.

Chapter 44

Active learning task

Georgiana is important because she is the means through which Elizabeth can see Darcy’s
form. Whatever else he is, he loves his sister and wants to see her happy. The fact that hy
that he brings her to an inn to visit Elizabeth both show how much Darcy wants them to g
that unless he were thinking of marrying Elizabeth?

Chapter 45

Extended essay guestion

e  The Bingley sisters remain hostile to Elizabeth because she embodies many things th
witty but also unfashionable and lower-class.

e  They have built their world on social class and status, rather like Lady Catherine, ang
People such as Elizabeth making a match with people such as Darcy threatens the so
social comfort zone that they have created.

e They see Elizabeth and her family as social climbers who have no place in their socia

® Caroline Bingley is potentially also still jealous.

Chapter 46

Debate prompt

Lydia is foolish and immature. She thinks it all a game whe' 50« an off with Wickham wi
reputation or the reputation of her family. She is niit ¢ ‘él'\fi.&ng society; she is just being

argued that she knowingly has had enovic! it ¢ C otal conventions and decides to challe

Chapter47 a
Extended es st
® Lydia’s { nguage is very flippant and light. She thinks everything is a game, a b

serious anu nfhing is taken seriously.
e This lack of thought and foolishness is shown through her hyperbole and flippant wi|
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Chapter 48

Active learning task

® Letters are really important in the novel as they develop characters and plots. We s¢
writes his letter to Elizabeth. Lydia’s letter shows us what she has done with Wickha:

® Mr Collins’ letter to Mr Bennet when he learns of Lydia’s elopement shows us what .
Supposedly a Christian man, he states that it would be better for Lydia to be dead t.
pronouncement does not sit well with his Christian faith which surely should espous:
Bennet's letter back to him advising him to side with Darcy over Lady Catherine give.
shrewd workings of Mr Bennet’s inner mind.

Extended essay question.

® Mr Bennet’s views of Lydia have been prejudiced as he still sees her as a silly girl. He
up and could get herself into serious danger through her 2.t s.

e It does not occur to him that she would do somet" .4 50 . f;h as running away with ¢

warn him. F
i - ¢ e
o o ! s
Chapter 49 g e

Extended essa\iames! .

generally viewed to have the abilities to look after themselves and make their own i

® Elizabeth comments to Wickham early on in the novel that one of them must marry |
in order to secure herself economically. Mrs Bennet is so desperate for her daughte:
will be left penniless after the death of her husband otherwise.

® Lydia must be married to Wickham in order to avoid the complete and utter social ¢l
people living together without being married in Austen’s age. Although it is fine for
complete social mistake, likening a woman more to a prostitute than a respectable |
marriage would also leave Lydia open to ruin if Wickham decided to leave her for sat
legal claim to him or any money. In order to avoid social and financial ruin, she neec.

Chapter 50

Extended essay question

® Mr Bennet reacts to news of the elopement and subsequent events by locking himso
ventures to London but is little help to either Mr Gardiner or his daughter. He feels &
misjudged his daughter and the danger that she was putting herself in, not to menti¢
sisters. He is ashamed and disgraced at both himself and Lydia which shows us that |
lacked the impulse to curb her behaviour. He feels his lack of good parenting strongh
himself.

® Mrs Bennet reacts badly to the news of Lydia going off to marry; however, she is qui
match with someone. She is more concerned with how and when Lydia will buy her \
criticising her daughter for eloping in the first place. This shows us that Mrs Bennet |
concerned with superficial things such as fashion and does not have any sense of sau
Bennet knows only too well that once her husband dies she and her daughters will &
because of this fear, a very real material fear, that she is hapn for her daughter to b
way she has gone about it. She values marriage and .20 = W » also learn that she |«
occurs to her that Wickham's intentions towa:ds 'ydi. z.e anything but honourable.

&

Chapter 51 -

Debate prompt 4 "l

® Lydia isg hre ¢ 1 ciaracter. She appears to be silly and vapid, constantly chasing
society AHowever, she could be seen to be challenging such rules through he:
whether am marries her or not, showing that she is the ‘new woman’ characty

interesting character — and rebel — than her sister Elizabeth.

e Alternatively, Lydia is a stupid, silly, over the top, superficial idiot who cares for no ¢
and her desires at any particular point in time. Elizabeth is a much more interesting ¢
witted and multi-layered. She also has a revelation about her prejudices as the nove
better as a result; unlike Lydia, who remains as stupid and selfish as she ever was.
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Extended essay guestion

® Lydia’s language tells us that she is unashamed of her actions and does not see anyil
is proud of how rashly she acted running off with Wickham as it was for love and ac\
would marry her and was happy to live with him despite the great damage that wot|

® She is conceited and shows no remorse. Her language is as chatty, as happy and as ¢
was. She really has no idea how close she and her family came to complete and utte:

Chapter 52

Extended essay question

® When Elizabeth and Wickham meet for the last time, they meet as brother and siste!
evaluation of Wickham and Darcy based on her knowledge of what really happened |
introduces the topic of her visit to Pemberley and tries once more to draw herinto
does not know that she is aware of the truth. sl

® Elizabeth tests how far he will go to keep his previc i« e . j’vewed as she skirts arou
conversation with him. She hints that she k-~ 's e iruth from Mrs Reynolds the ho
anything. She stands up for Geo:j'?f " ﬂ]i‘ﬁé{f< _am tries again to win Elizabeth over to
the living that she should '~ = ac i e church but Elizabeth is not impressed; she .

making sercaons. Th ;Q’; Awowmewreader is that we know very well that he refused i

rogoey Darcy gave him on a lifestyle of gambling, drink and women.

fthat there was a time that he would not have liked to make sermons.

r; she is letting him know that she knows the truth and that the time o
character is long past.

® She offers him her hand as his sister when they arrive at the house and he cannot lo¢
been rumbled. It is not clear what he was trying to achieve by continuing to try to n
he wanted to keep her good opinion as a sister or as another potential lover once hy
reason, it did not work. Elizabeth knows the truth and makes sure that he knows tho

Chapter 53

Extended essay question

® Mrs Bennet continues to act foolishly: she is over the top about Lydia departing, she
treating Wickham badly which embarrasses Elizabeth because she knows the truth, .
two older sisters with her lack of social skills.

e  This is thematically important because it shows that, despite Mrs Bennet and her ruc
with Elizabeth and wants to marry her.

Chapter 54

Debate prompt

Darcy is still silent because he is still assessing the situation with Bingley and Jane; he wan
true love for his friend before he recommends her to Bingley. He is perhaps also embarra:
mistakes and his overwhelming feelings for Elizabeth.

Chapter 55

Extended essay question

® Mrs Bennet becomes a mouthpiece for society’s materialism 2:d judgment of things

® She tells Jane that she could not be so pretty for noth’;: .1 2auty is seento be a |
to provide her with money and goods. o " h

® She is more concerned with how mi'<h i 1y lingiey has than with his personality ¢
Jane. Love barely comes into ik nigs s ‘aitds Mrs Bennet is concerned.

® She also gossips abo: a1 s wiid spreads it around the village. She is proud of he
up beingWl-fu | | iw{‘nan)trul\/ happy.

Chapter 56 *

Debate prompt

e This chapter completely embodies the debates that the main characters in the nove
social prejudice and whether it is possible to be happy with a spouse from a differet
and if Elizabeth cared at all for Darcy she would leave him alone. This chapter show:
social climbing becomes more acceptable to a lot of people; merit and actions start
This chapter is crucial because it allows Elizabeth to stand up to Lady Catherine. She |
something that gives Darcy hope that she loves him.

® No, it is not the most important chapter in the novel; there are lots of more importa:
Elizabeth and Darcy meet at Pemberley or when she reads his letter.
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Extended essay guestion

e lLady Catherine’s family pride is undermined in this chapter by her shockingly bad an.

® Despite her thinking that she is better than Elizabeth, how she treats her and speak.
rude despite her birth. She criticises Elizabeth and her family to her face, tells that il
him go and remarks that marriage to Elizabeth would pollute the very grounds of Pe.

® She pushes and pushes Elizabeth for an answer as to whether she would definitely 1
is so rude and nasty to Elizabeth, who behaves with firm but polite grace.

® Elizabeth, despite her lower birth, is the one who behaves more like a lady during th
that times are changing; how a person behaves and what they do is becoming more |
are and where they are born.

Chapter 57

Active learning task ‘

e Austen delays the climax of the novel in order to " wiii te . f)n and suspension for th
we know how things will work out and w2 ¢ = =n, ;,“@e'lﬁjg teased by Austen in our ¢
end. i % o

® It is in this teasing spirit 1’ 4 " *o.i aliows Mr Bennet to tease Elizabeth about Dar¢y
true feelingatowv 1 ! e _otner but the reader does. It is, therefore, comical for the

2t 1.gns over a marriage proposal that he considers ridiculous as, un!

; nd it also serves to make the reader feel closer to Elizabeth and Darg

hip in preparation for the novel’s ending.

relations

Chapter 58

Active learning task

In this chapter, Elizabeth tells Darcy that she is aware of his help over persuading Wickhan
her thanks but tells her that he only did it to make her happy; this tells her that he still lo\
to deny him to Lady Catherine ironically taught him to hope that she might want to marry
proposed the first time and for the first part of his letter which he also asks her to burn. b
explains how she has humbled him. They clear up any misunderstandings about why she \
explains how he confessed to Bingley that he meddled in his relationship with Jane. Elizan
thinks that maybe he is not ready to be laughed at. This shows that she is learning to mou
feelings.

Chapter 59
Active learning task
‘1love him’, ‘he has no improper pride’, ‘perfectly amiable’.

Extended essay question

® Mr Bennet proves his real affection for Elizabeth because he cares about the choices
would have as a result. He worries that she is only accepting Darcy because she wan!
good match: the clothes, the carriages and the finery.

® He knows too well what it is like to not be in love with one’s spouse and he does nol
because Elizabeth has done nothing for months except criticise Darcy and now seen
proposal. He does not know of the gradual relationship that h:; been developing be!
time; this also serves to bring the reader into their rel- iic iy and show that other |
outside it. T e

® Once he is convinced that she reallv! w55 » _ ; he'is much happier and makes an &
However, it is worth noting *'.z 'né . ¢ 's give Darcy permission to marry Elizabeth ev
him. The extent to wh 4 i: “hows his affection for her is debatable.

Debate prom™

o  This chapter shows that their relationship is strong because they can tease each oth:
falling out.

® It shows us that they are in this marriage as partners and helpmates to each other it

Chapter 61

Active learning task

In the final chapter, Austen’s narrative voice sums up what happens to various charactery
feel that we are allied closely to Elizabeth and we are seeing things from her point of view
a helicopter, hovering over various settings and people as things are fully concluded.
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Extended essay guestion

e The conclusion of the novel is very satisfactory in the way that it sums up what happ
very traditional; everyone’s story has an ending, a place in the final narrative, and th.
marriages.

®  Austen’s world is one of manners and morality. Despite stretching the limits of mor.
ensures that the good characters get their happy ending and the not so good ones ¢
cathartic and satisfactory for the reader because this is how we are programmed to
neat ending that leaves everything resolved. So while Austen’s ending is not revolui.

Whole-text Analysis

Characterisation

Elizabeth Bennet

Active learning task

® Positive: witty, independent, spirited, strong-will« ;¢ av 4 ,secure in herself, moral,

® Negative: very judgmental, makeSJudgr‘ 40 Ases on frsﬂmpressmns prejudicec,
can be defensive, proud. G

Debate promp s

the other hand they are in some ways very alike. They are both clever, strong -willed, witl
importantly they can both see though affectation. They are both looking for something n\
should be happy attaining.

Debate prompt

Elizabeth is not an outsider in her family; her father loves her and Jane is her best friend. |
she has a strong independent spirit and lots of original thoughts. She does not care much |
sceptical and only wants to marry for love. She is looking for something more than living

Extended essay question

® Elizabeth’s characterisation is very well done; she is one of English literature’s most «
heroines.

® She is arguably most interesting in the first half of the novel before she mellows in ht
people.

® Her sharp wit and intelligence coupled with her warmth of personality make her insi
character although perhaps her transformation after reading Darcy’s letter is a little |
because the narrative has kept us inside Elizabeth’s mind throughout the novel up u:
undertaken her journey with her.

Mr Darcy

Debate prompt

® Darcy begins the novel as the anti-hero and Wickham is set up as a hero-type figure
interest in appearance versus reality that this is not true; in fact, the character who .
be the rake while the anti-hero becomes the true hero. Darcv ' a true hero because
improvement, he rescues Lydia and he becomes the Rt £l abeth needs him to b

® However, it can be argued that he’s not really:a k =ro lwonly uses his power and inil
bribe Wickham with money. e

Active learning task

® Hey, I'rg hllic v Loy, Let s see, well, I'm hugely rich and say what | think (which
ifl who | think hates me but it’s fine because she’s vastly unsuitable
but I’'m sorting it out. | like horses, reading and looking moody at partic
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Extended essay guestion

® Darcy goes on a metaphorical journey throughout this novel. He thinks he is a gently
but actually his pride makes him so prejudiced towards her and the type of society 11
rudely and not like a gentleman at all. it is actually Elizabeth who helps Darcy to she.
means to be a true gentleman. When she rejects his first proposal, he is completely
him anything. She tells him that he has not behaved like a gentleman and it is these \
reflections that ends with him understanding how he should really behave. He is still
is a positive pride, pride in his family and his place in the world, not haughty pride o
Gardiners show how much his prejudices about class have gone.

® Elizabeth goes through a similar journey as she realises how wrongly she has judgec
prejudices. Once they have both come to realise how wrong they have been, they a.
end of the novel.

Mrs Bennet g T -

Debate prompt g
Mrs Bennet is a purely comic character jf“ﬂ s a Cver the top gossip who never has anyt
purely to show how embarrassin: ! éf'élr';e hs Ta"?nily can be and she is comical. However, &
initial hopes of marriag=s 1, 'j‘é .ig'so badly in society. She is there to show the reade:
is not curbe i er - _autnority. She does have some valid points as well; her fears abe
not unfound:$ " gF\ they are mocked by Mr Bennet. She worries about them becaus:
all be penniles out husbands. It is typical Austen irony that although she is the chief \
also the chief means by which their chances of good marriages are being ruined.

Active learning task

® Mrs Bennet is prejudiced about many things and many people (Darcy, Bingley, the LU
prejudices change depending on how things suit her at the time. This shows us that :
people as they truly are and to sensibly evaluate things.

® She fails as a parent because she behaves so badly in society; she is ruining her daug
without even realising it. She is ighorant and encourages bad behaviour in her youny
improperly, gossiping and making loud comments about people. It is funny for the ro
eldest daughters.

Extended essay guestion
® Mrs Bennet’s characterisation exposes many false values in society, but chiefly that ¢
® Her opinions about people change depending on the way things look on the surface

Lydia

Debate prompt

Lydia could be seen as the embodiment of a new modern woman; she falls in love and elo
with no thought for societal rules and conventions. However, she does not make any ratic
these things; she simply runs headlong into hedonistic actions with no thought, showing \
foolish girl.

Extended essay question
® Lydia is a silly and foolish girl who runs after soldiers and . . =. only for bonnets and
® Her characterisation is set up to be silly and foolic wit m i r first words. The letters t

elopement reveal that she does notrea’v. . by she has behaved and the shar
her family had Wickham not be g '« 77 éu'to marry her. The fact that she does ng
apart from her own he ¢ - ; o . !7isures shows her to be a very selfish and self-cen|
charactergist i~ > _omplex.

Mr Bennet ¥
Debate prompt
Mr Bennet is more like a father to Elizabeth because he cares more for her, they share jo.
together; she is his favourite and they are very close. However, it is Mr Gardiner who acty
elopes. In this way, while Mr Bennet is more like her friend, it is actually Mr Gardiner whu

Active learning task

Try to write in the style of Mr Bennet (to the point, witty, resigned) as he realises the gre.
stepping in to correct Lydia’s behaviour earlier. Elizabeth tried to warn him but he did not
in to such a situation.
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Extended essay guestion

® Mr Bennet fails his daughters throughout the novel. They are supposed to be being |
did not have governesses. They are all out at once, which looks very vulgar to outsia:

® He does not stop his wife from gossiping and behaving badly in public nor does he ¢
his younger daughters. In this way he is injuring the reputations of his elder daughte:

® He refuses to act until pushed; he would rather hide away in his study despite know!
penniless when he dies unless they marry.

® His humour does not rescue him; he hides behind his humour like he hides in his stu.

Wickham

Debate prompt

Austen does convince the reader that a romance between Elizabeth and Wickham would |
relatively poor for a start. Once she knows what he truly is, she == through his affectatic
could remain convinced of a spark between them. 1 - .

F
e
e

v
Extended essay question il
e  Wickham deliberately m=.'¢ féi}_*izabéih in the first half of the novel in order to ¢
good impregsion. ¢ w‘,}} :SpaefofwMeryton. He lies to her in order to play on her pra.
hei L) iefﬁsing to dance with her).
Fdges Wickham based on her prejudice towards Darcy.
® Wickham'is Darcy’s enemy and yet Darcy swallows his pride to ask Wickham to cons

reader and Elizabeth just how much Darcy truly loves her.

Active learning task

Hey guys, Wicky Wickham here. I'm a good guy, pretty misunderstood you know? Did | tel
to inherit? Some posh toff took it off me anyway. So I'm a bit down on my luck right now.
wager, do you? | enjoy beautiful women, fine wines and looking pretty charming, am | rig

Mr Collins

Extended essay question

® Charlotte’s marriage to Collins shows us that marriage in Austen’s time was as much
for women as it was for love. Different characters have different attitudes to marriag
whereas Charlotte is much more practical.

® However, we have to wonder whether Elizabeth really would have remained single ||
is interesting that she only fully realises that she loves Darcy after she has been to B¢

® Charlotte’s happy marriage to Collins teaches Elizabeth that there are other valid op
something would not have worked for her, it does not make it entirely wrong. This 1t
to be more open about other people’s views.

Debate prompt

Darcy and Collins are not similar; they are extremely different. Collins is self-serving and o
is judgmental and narrow-minded. Darcy is well read with his own sense of morality; he ¢
affectation. However, they are similar in that they are both prejudiced in different ways &\
(and were both at some point rejected).

Extended essay question « W
® Collins’ dialogue and letters show that ' &y »ry gompous self-serving man who ot
in society and overly flatterins * sus: 1 «save put him there.
® Everything he mentior. wc .« < cuck at some point to Lady Catherine, his patron. Noi
1 <2 takes it upon himself to write to Mr Bennet to warn him
rient to Darcy.
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Lady Catherine De Bourgh

Extended essay question

® Lady Catherine represents class pride in that she is proud of her birthright and her a.

® She represents prejudice in that she is prejudiced against anyone who tries to climh |
ladder. Elizabeth daring to climb up to the position of mistress of Pemberley is an ab

Active learning task
® Elizabeth and Lady Catherine clash because Lady Catherine has heard the rumours ¢\
incensed and demands that Elizabeth tells her that she would not dare to marry Dai¢
e  There are many differences of opinion here. Elizabeth believes people should be jua,
believes rank and birth are more important. Elizabeth thinks that she is good enoug:
disagrees. No matter what Elizabeth does, she will never be good enough for her be.
® Lady Catherine is used to other people bending to her wil':..i is angry and shockea
Elizabeth should know her place in society but Eliz "« h ; ﬁseyto be categorised pui
and their parents. . F
e The main point comes when Lach' = ¢ . f’irl; .aiis her outright that she is not good e
a gentleman and she is Ay . 31;; . uaughter; therefore, she is perfectly suitable. |
attitudes oflust < 5 :au»,r"Catherine represents the old order, the ones who ha.
chi Vg,».upo'if\, their wealth and power. Lady Catherine reminds Elizabeth
ks to trade, something that is abhorrent to her, representing as she
to consider marrying her nephew is against the natural order of the |
that would ruin the Darcy bloodline. Elizabeth, and eventually Darcy, is not concerny
wealth; she is ironically more embarrassed by her mother and younger sisters than b
considers herself, based on who she is regardless of her bloodline, as enough when ¢
should marry Darcy. Her feelings are more important than her ancestry. Austen is st
within the class structure that was happening in Regency England.

lane Bennet and Bingley

Debate prompt

Jane and Bingley’s courtship appears to be less three-dimensional than that of Elizabeth o
more traditional novelistic romance. They like each other, they are separated by misunde:
comes good in the end when they marry. However, the fact that the narrative voice is so ¢
thoughts means that we rarely see into Jane’s mind in the same way. Perhaps if we coulc
narrative gave more time and attention to her romance with Bingley, then it might feel m

Active learning task
Jane is naive, nice, affable, wants to see the good in everyone and is so laid back that she !
caring about things. Elizabeth is witty, sharp, intelligent, warm-hearted, caring, loving, ind

Extended essay gquestion

e Jane has many strengths as a character; she is nice and always gives people the ben.
the good in people and gives them a chance to explain themselves before making ay
about them. She is a good counterbalance to the prejudice and assumptions often s

the novel.

® However, she is less developed as a character than Lizzy' " »\ :ader can feel at time:
We never feel like that about Elizabeth because t/ /&' irr & e voice is so much closer
Jane’s. 4 W

e Elizabeth is a more engaging b .uc = . cisely because she is not as perfect as Jarie
She wants independer, &' &y ériges the beliefs of society. She has the nerve to ¢
stand uncedler > those of a higher class. She also has a complete epiphan\

sjnaged Darcy and Wickham. This change in her way of seeing things,
epth that Jane simply lacks.

The Gardiners

Debate prompt

The Gardiners are not realistic; no one is that happy in their marriage and their lives all th:
that they are realistic and the reader has been conditioned to expect tension and argume:
within the novel. Due to this conditioning, the Gardiners appear to be unrealistic, but in {a
others.
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Extended essay guestion

¢  The Gardiners can be viewed as Elizabeth’s real parents in the novel.

e  Although they are obviously not her biological parents, she goes to stay with them ¢!
together.

® Mrs Gardiner acts as a tactful confidant; Elizabeth trusts her with her thoughts and |
trust her own gossiping mother.

® When Mr Gardiner meets Darcy, Darcy is extremely courteous to him because he is |
views about social classes have changed. However, we could read the situation as 0.
with a view to marrying his ‘daughter’.

® It is Mr Gardiner, and not Mr Bennet, to whom Elizabeth turns when she findsout a.
that goes straight to London and undertakes the buik of the work to sort out the sit\\
ineffectual and soon returns to hide in his study at Longbourn.

Mary Bennet gull )L °

Extended essay question " = A

e  The different charactersinthenrg ¢ ¢ Al 1 i.a their prejudices in different ways.

® Elizabeth starts to reali¢§ v o [ojpviced she is when she reads Darcy’s letter and ro
Wickham_S&o resv o« 345 1d a8 she does she re-evaluates herself. She goes through

Je | .ass b?ejudiced and more balanced individual at the end of the no

; Fiow prejudiced he is when Elizabeth rejects his first proposal and tells
ungentlemanly. This word sticks with him as he believed himself to be a gentleman o
proud of being a gentleman in his manner. He realises how badly behaved he has bo
self-evaluation in order to deal with his prejudices. We see in his treatment of the G.
novel that he has become a much less prejudiced individual.

® Several characters do not change. Mrs Bennet’s prejudices still change as quickly as ¢
substance to her thoughts at all and she does not change. She is stuck in her life ang
evaluating herself because she does not see her prejudices. Mr Collins remains as hy
at the start of the novel. Miss Bingley swallows her pride about Elizabeth marrying L.
Pemberley but she remains prejudiced against her.

® Lady Catherine deals with her prejudices by slowly coming to terms with her nephey
Pemberley. Her prejudice stems from her fear of social change and, as she comes t¢
necessarily mean a diminishing of her power, she slowly deals with her prejudices a¢
class system.

Relationships

Fitzwilliam Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet

Debate prompt

Elizabeth and Darcy’s changes of opinion about each other appear to be rash and fast; the
viewed like that. This is why Mr Bennet doesn’t believe Elizabeth’s love for Darcy at first. |
their courtship blossom even though Elizabeth and Darcy didn’t fully realise that they wep
people with which we have a spark that we share sexual chemistry with too. When we log
Darcy and Elizabeth have gone through in order to deal with their prejudices and realise 1!
change of opinions is believable.

Fitzwilliam Darcy and George Wickham

Extended essay question L

e Wickham can be seen as a more like~' /¢ . . ter than Darcy. In the first part of the
wronged character with Dar~: ortr y »u as the snobbish villain.

® Wickham is a charm’n  <c uis ~ith a good sense of humour and an attractive figure.
on the gl bu: 1 [lineath it he is a ruthless character who preys on women fot |

tashion, appearances are indeed deceptive. When we realise, at the

ue character, then he becomes much less attractive. We realise how sg
elope with Georgiana, knowing how it would have destroyed her reputation foreve:.
demanded more. He is a gambler and most likely a drunk, a womaniser with little the
seem less likeable.

e Asthe novel progresses, we like Wickham less and we start to like Darcy more. The «
speaks shows us his true self through his pride and his shyness. When he sees Elizah¢
itself, so polite and charming. While Wickham is the more obvious choice, Darcy wii:
the novel.
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Jane Bennet and Charles Bingley

Active learning task

In the diary entries, try to write in the same style of the characters (i.e. both are nice, insi.

heighten the tension by having each character guestion why they have not heard from th. Hla

Bingley has not visited her and Bingley could be depressed about Jane not really liking hiv ////
o | 4

Fitzwilliam Darcy and Charles Bingley P P
Debate prompt %// / Z
Darcy is a good friend to Bingley; he genuinely cares about his happiness and this care mo

. . . s , e /
Jane. However, he is not a very good friend precisely because he stands in Bingley’s way ////
does not realise that she truly loves his friend. His motives are pure. He rectifies his mistal

P
however, rather controlling; Elizabeth makes it clear that she knows Bingley would not hp Z

\

\\\

\§

L
x\\\\\\

said he thought it was a good idea. That is perhaps too much infli:> ce for one man to ha
e ////////%%
. . . o o - . T % /%
Caroline Bingley and Fitzwilliam Darcy g S /
Debate prompt "1 B i

mwm

LB

Caroline is in love with the idea "2 fov: ho mogney, the prestige, the houses, the society
known Darcy theman faral foong w a’Tong time, and so could be in love with him for hin
ar. ;= _aithough the narrative voice does not tell us enough about het //////////
r her true feelings.

o

\\\\\\\\\
e

\x

d

p
Mr and Mrs Bennet .

Extended essay question

® We feel sorry for Mr Bennet in his marriage to Mrs Bennet because she is a vapid, a\
woman who would get on anyone’s nerves. He has no love or respect for her and is

® However, he did choose to marry her, albeit in the throes of youthful passion. It is no
front of their children and to be such a terrible husband to her. In this way, he is ani\
not feel sorry for him.

Lydia Bennet and George Wickham

Debate prompt

Lydia has married for lust rather than love; we are left wondering whether either charact:
love rather than just irresponsible passion. Elizabeth and Jane marry for love although the
material wealth is a consideration in their decisions.

Mr Collins and Charlotte Lucas

Active learning task

Reasons for could include financial and social security, a house, a place in the world, escay
on the shelf. Reasons against could be his manner, his being such a hypocrite and being a:
parents.

Settings

Longbourn

Active learning task

The sketch could include some houses, some families, some ca:. 1, s, etc.

COPYRIGHT
Meryton o | e PROTECTED

Active learning task i ;
The blurb could say what sort .« ceiMieryton is, where in the country, whether it is ry

live there, whethgr th, G litary presence, what type of shops are available, etc.

g

fag

Education
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Netherfield Park

Extended essay question

® Netherfield is a central location especially in the first part of the novel. Netherfield 1
entire plot of the novel; without Netherfield, Bingley and his party would never havy
Bennet sisters in the first place.

® it is at Netherfield that Jane gets ill, forcing Elizabeth to go to her, and while there E ||
bit more.

e  The Netherfield ball allows Bingley and Jane to realise how much they care about ea.
show different sides of himself and for him to share witty sexually charged conversa

® When Netherfield closes, the reader is left thinking that the two budding relationshi
and Darcy) have aiso closed.

London ;

Extended essay question 1 f

® London is portrayed as a place of exciterei:: - 1a souary!Itis also a place of danger &
® London highlights the different <20 1 ¢ fﬁ‘ﬁ;a,«wr’thin the novel. Darcy and the Gardin:

geographical terms; hovyx . T irigh,: they are worlds apart depending on their addr

Rosings, the s,.n.d rhéjparsonage

® Rosings retlects the ostentation and pretentiousness of Lady Catherine.
e  The parsonage reflects the segregation of Charlotte and Collins’ lives within their ma

Lambton

Debate prompt

® Lambton is the place where Darcy realises how much he loves Elizabeth. His bringing
However, he was already desirous of her meeting his sister before Lambton; this sho
her before this point.

Pemberley

Debate prompt

® Elizabeth, the reader is led to believe, gradually comes to understand Darcy for the b
has become by the end of the novel. Her love is not based on money or goods. Howe
concerns are on her mind, at least subconsciously, because it is only once she sees b
realises how much she loves Darcy.

Themes

Social satire

Extended essay question

There are several key objects of Austen’s satires: hypocritical people, people who value n\
the abuse of power.

Pride and Prejudice
Active learning task
Characters that are not prejudiced in the novel are, to som~..x = it, Mary, Kitty, Bingley ai

Extended essay question e \
® Lizzy is proud and prejudiced Sie'is 1. 3udiced in that she makes assumptions about

Form

Extended essay question

® The benefits of the novel form are that we can see into a small slice of domestic life .
into the minds of different characters.

e  The negative is that, as the narrative voice is so closely allied to Elizabeth’s thoughts,
minds and motivations of other characters.
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