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Teacher’s Introduction

Animal Farm was originally subtitled ‘A Fairy Story’ and it is a fable with great relev
The gradual deterioration of life on Animal Farm and the eventual absolute control
warning against apathy and ignorance. The complex themes and ideas are a challen
offer the most able students a chance to distinguish themselves in the examination

pupils’ familiz®cy ,'\'anderstanding and confidence with the mark scheme. More deta
scheme is included at the beginning of the pack.

The pack is not organised by going through the novel chapter by chapter, but rathe
context, language, structure, form, ideas and themes. In every section, a variety of
reminder tasks to support pupils in recalling the important aspects of the text; com
display developed and thoughtful responses to the text; application tasks which he
knowledge of the novel to a new situation or an unseen extract; analytical tasks to
the text; evaluation tasks to enable pupils to evaluate Orwell’s skill as a writer and
readers; and synthesis tasks to enable pupils to develop a more original and creativ
clearly identify the skills being tested, each activity will be identified with an appro
particularly challenging for Level 9 students are included and clearly signposted thr:

Consequently, students will develop an understanding of the novel as a whole and
together. Additionally, the pack is designed to be dipped mto aag does not need to
The drama, debate and discussion activities that are i ‘0'ild be excellent sp
Listening assessment.

To support students in achfevmp
effect, throughout thi :

exemplar responses which help students to
the exemplar responses have been annotated, s

All students st'ai}ing this text will be required to link their understanding of the no
context is invaluable to all students, regardless of their specification, as it will infor

political text. However, students should not reduce this text to a diatribe against th

communism; it is a text against the abuse of power in all its forms.

It is also worth noting that all the exam boards wish to see strong personal engage
the AQA Examiner’s Report (June 2018), one examiner commented that ‘it was a re
indignation at Squealer’s lies and deceit...” Teachers should bear this in mind when

Indicative content has been included for all activities except exam-style questions (
for each) and open-ended written tasks.

e for your studen

| hope you find this pack useful and both challenging and enjo:

Srades, it is vital that they know what ai

erPoint presentation on the background o
ducation Support Files system, which can be acces

by George Orwell (ISBN 9780141393056). ZigZag Education is
Books Ltd in any way nor is this publication authorised by, ass
endorsed by Penguin books unless explicitly stated on the fron

This resource is cross-referenced to the following book: Penguis
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MARKS AWARDED - WHAT
NEED TO DO TO ACHIEVE E/

Level ’ Skills needed

Use relevant details from the . E
your answer (quotati Refer to key ld.eas SL!Ch E
frony and manipulatio
aing of Orwell's back up your point.
6 e effects he creates. .
For an extract question
Q™ personal response. Show overall ideas and themes explor:
'understandmg of Orwell's structure and
language techniques. Be aware of key symbolsg 5
Sustained and developed response to
the novel. Refer to Orwell’s views &
Show more detailed and developed response wl?:!;a:IT:rIZZnt:lilzahnOSo'
to the novel and the task set. .
The greed of the pigs an;
7 Well-selected quotations to support your see what is happening
answer. Short quotations should be reflect Orwell’s concer
integrated into your answer. that greed and corruptic
Highly developed response to the structure equal society?
and language of the text.
See the writer’s purpose and intentions rwell's technique
Insightful exploration of preciselv to convey the idealistic ¢
details from the novel with with images of cruelty at
the writer's id the pigs and their tyranri;
8 kills as a writer and see language choices on the
| tuchniques such as his use of dramatic | Clearly understand the v
S <5 tire and dark humour. Insightfuland | With precisely selected q
engaged response to the language and integrated into your seni
structure of the text. Provide a thoughtful, hig
Consistently developed insight into Orwell’s
writing and concerns. _
Strongly argued and engaged Sensitive exploration of {:
personal response. with plenty of word-leve
reasons for creating th
9 Highly convincing, original and sensitive those characters symbo
interpretation of the novel. Fluent and philosophical arguments
sophisticated. Explore the significance;
Perceptive and sophisticated discussion of thﬂ :
fanguage and structure of the novel.

N Level 9 Alert! .
Pick out oz d or a short phrase from the novel and analyse it very closely.
‘Looking closer..." or ‘Alternatively, this could mean...’

0
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SRR

A03 | PRE-READING ACTIVI

P \
\\.3.
oy
\\\3\
-

e
& @y

Animal Farm is based on the idea of rebellion

1. What do you think ‘rebellion’ means? \\\\\\\\\\\§
2. Canyou give an examp based on your knowledge of history: g\\\\ :\\\\}\
i

P

justified? In which circumstances?

G
i A%///////

4. What do you think the negative consequences of a rebellion might be? 8
m\m\\%

kS
SRR

5. Write a list of five ways in which your school could be improved. Think abo

your school could create a more equal environment for every student. Give §\\\\\\\\\\
6. Getinto a group of four students and share your ideas for improving the sck \\i
a group. : \
«  Now imagine that you are going to head a rebellion with your group of: s
and put your improvements into place. Give your group a name —this &; .
+  Design alogo which in some way sums up the aims of your rebellion. & \

i,

5
&,

""//////

*  Write a manifesto of your goals.

\\\\\\‘&\\

/5?/‘,(/4?

A manifesto is a statement of your beliefs. it sets o t you are commi

to convince the reader to support your aim se the sentence \\w
when you are ready, present your ic ass. \\\\\\\\\\\
We aim to... " \\\
We are committed to...
We will...
Our school needs...
COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

'9

Qg

Education
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AO3 PRE-READING ACTIV.,EE

Power and Authority

Consider the following quotations from nineteenth-cg

‘Power tends to corrupt and absol

ter Lord Acton:

upts absolutely. Great men are:

NOTE: ‘Power ... corrupt[s’
witty observatizn

@ power corrupts absolutely.” This fam
a general truth. This aphorism is often linked

‘Everybody likes to get as much power as circumstances allow.’

‘Absolute power demoralises.’

NOTE: Lord Acton is most famous for the first quotation about power at the tog
historian and politician, he made these comments in a letter to a bishop. Find
Acton and consider why you think he made these comments.

In groups of four, choose ONE of these statements and produce a persuasive prgi:

the class, persuading them to agree or disagree with it.

You should:
® give your presentation a thought-provoking titl
® use rhetorical devices to persuade your aud
® provide definitions of key term

collective d! yon what to include / leave out.

Animal Farm - Historical Context

In order to fully appreciate the novel, it is vital to gain an understanding of its h|Q

Tasks:

Go to www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/poow6z7z and watch the clip on Animal Fc

Based on the clip, answer the following questions:

1. What happened in 1917, and why?

2.  Whydid the USSR seem to offer a new hope to many living in the West?

3.  Why was Orwell sceptical about following the Scus I?

4. Whois Orwell's character Napoleon based

5.  Who does Snowball represent?

6. Why did Stalin expel T
7. What wasthe F * what event in the novel does this link to? =
8. ‘as ant| communist’. How is this a dangerous approaci:
9. ! ult if you were a farmer refusing to give your land to Stalin?..
10. What detalls would you use to support the idea that Stalin was a cruel tyrars
11. What was collectivisation and why was it a bad thing?
12. Why didn't people realise what was going on?

ree with your viewpa:

o explain how you found the information for the prese:
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AO2 | DURING-READING AC

SRR

\\\\\\\\\

\
o
\s\‘“\
&

-
%\\*\ Q\\\\
\\\\}@

\\\\\\\\\\\3

PR 4
Major’s Speech
Old Major makes a compelling speech about the ani
against humans.

.
’4-/,//

f"///?'

Hg

\N\\\\\N\\\\
T

i

Getting Started

P

&

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\

i,

ons about this key event.

%

#E
%f

T

Do you think there is any foreshadowing during this e
story is going to go?

2l

W\\%
. i . &
How does Orwell give us hints about the personality o
the novel?

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

Does Orwell give us any clues here that Major’s dream \
——
Major’s speech presents us with an idealistic vision of - —
ever achievable? \\\\\*“\
-
Creative Activity PN

T
i

#
o
g,

Create a collage to represent this key moment in the novel. Think about how yo
characters and symbols in a visual way. To make this more detailed, you could i
important quotations and thought bubbles to show the private thoughts of eac

%

y

\\\\\\‘&\\

""//////

/’{'7’3’6:'
4/
Z
f;/x

Linguistic Devices \\\\\\\\\\\
What techniques does Orwe Id Major’s speech effective? Compl \\\‘:
purpose and effpctt 7 quotat:on An example has been given. - \\\\\\\\
£9 Purpose Effectiven
But is this sih;r\bly part Major asks a rhetorical question. This s.uggests Makes the
, | that the answer should aiready be obvious to S
of the order of Nature? . . anticipatio
(p. 4) the other animals, prompting them to agree Lestion. a
P- with him. a ’
‘I do not think,
comrades, that | shall
be with you for many
months longer.” (p. 3) COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

‘You young porkers...
every one of you will
scream your lives out
on the block within a

'9

Qg

Education

clever or 51mp’e we
are all brothers.’

(p.7)
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The Rebellion

The Rebellion finally happens and the animals chase Mr and Mrs Jones out of thef\

Getting Started

Answer the following guestions about this key event

= Whatisthe ¢a%a

sto see the rebellion as a positive

How might Moses’ tales of Sugarcandy Mountain cre}

& Can violence be justified if it is for a good cause?

ellion of the animals a3

R AR BRI R,

= How do the Seven Commandments establish a morai:

Creative Activity
Working in groups, hold a meeting staged just after the rebellion. Imagine that
decide how the farm should be managed.

Character Development

Snowball establishes himself as a leader during the Rebellion. How is he presen
Rebellion? Find a quotation for each period of time and analyse what it reveals

Time Quotation

Before

After

Extension

“"Never mind the milk, com
paragraph exploring w!

At the end of the Rebellion, the cow
and what this suggests will occur later in

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 7 of 104
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Milk and Apples

The animals are running the farm very successfully. The pigs claim all the milk and

Getting Started
Answer the following questions about this key event

= What dothe ani rove their lives aftert

) igs taking the milk and apples change you
@vny? [ Why not? i

What point do you think Orwell is making by dividingé
according to their intelligence? -

& Do you think the other animals should have spoken u:
and apples? Do you believe Squealer’s explanation?

Creative Activity .
In groups, decide which event in Animal Farm is the most important and why. C
the event and show why it is significant to the novel as a whole.

Discussing Characters

Complete the mind map below by identifying at least three of the important che:
a key quotation about each and write a sentence explaining theirimportance. i

Key
Characters

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 8 of 104
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The Battle of the Cowshed

SRR

St
B ‘\k‘\\

Getting Started
Answer the following questions about this key event.

e
i
B
S

o
.

ey
0 ¥R

What does Snowball’s rol <ttle signify about I“

SRR
i

g0
§
Fad

i

N :

ke this event particularly violent?

P

xer's attitude to violence differ from Snov

i'his moment of the novel should demonstrate the un
animals, but does it also show divisions developing be

P
4
A %’///////

Snowball suggests that all animals should be prepare
justifiable to risk your life for your beliefs?

m\\\\‘%
=
#

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

\\\\\“\\\\\

%

. & %
Escalation : LU
. . . S

Complete the table below. Consider how the Battle of the Cowshed differs from s—

about the animals, and what it might suggest about the future for the farm. An ¢ &
The Battle of the
Event The Rebellion What it shows Gy
v ' Cowshed : W i \

////
i

y

The animals are percei
Number of | Only Mrand Mrs Jones | Jones, his men, and

‘::}g;\\‘:\\\\

e

humans | chased out. half a dozen others. o
igfit prove Major right: W
k\\\\\\\”}\@}\
Number \\\
of deaths
Level of
violence

PROTECTED

Animals’
intentions

'9

Qg
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The Windmill

Snowball begins making plans to build a windmill, which creates tension between i
Eventually, Snowball is chased out of the farm for good. .

Getting Started
Answer the following questions about this key eve

1e farm, would you vote fo

cance of Napoleon deciding to buil
2 &0 you think destroyed the windmill?
How does Napoleon become the leader of the farm?

¥ = Do you think Napoleon being the leader of the farm is .
might happen next?

Creative Activity
Write a speech in the style of either Napoleon or Snowball as part of an election:
should lead the farm. The class could vote for their preferred choice. -

Leadership

Use the table below to compare Snowball’s and Napoleon’s leadership. Think ab{
and their language. -

Snowball

s lessverbal; uses ac
Snowball’s plans.

e Very verbal; makes a lot of speeches to.

A

Write a parag;aph about Squealer’s role in helping Napoleon become leader o
Snowball and Napoleon? Does he have more power than them? How does he cc
agree with him?
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The Executions

Napoleon executes a number of 'traitors’ for confessing to being in league with the's
Immediately after this, the animals gather together in shock and disbelief.

Getting Started
Answer the following questions about this key ev

olise the growing cruelty oft

Why do you think the other animals believe Napoleon

&  How do the executions shift the atmosphere on the fa
better or worse after this?

Extract Analysis

Take a look at the following extract and consider how Orwell makes this mome
The extract has been shortened here, but you can find the whole version in your
It has been annotated to show some of the language techniques that Orwell has:

~

Verb choice
shows ttwe The animals huddled about Clover, not spe
animals’ need for - .

knoll where they were Jxing gave them a w
comfort after the : ~

ost of Animal Far
pasture stretching d
‘ > haviield, the spinney, the d
J pl'nughed fields where the young whea:
green... Never had the farm — and with a
they remembered that it was their own farm
it their own property — appeared to the an
desirable a place. As Clover looked down t
Ironic eyes filled with tears. If she could have spo
juxtaposition with thoughts, it would be to say that this was
the beauty of the \ had aimed at... These scenes of terror and sl
farm and the not what they had looked forward to on that
hqrrors Pf the Old Major first stirred them to rebellion. If;
_T_?]I.mals ltl)v?.s' had any picture of the future, it had been o
'S SYmbolses animals set free from hunger and the whip

the gap between ,
r she did not know why — they had come t

reams and T

reality. no one dared speak his mind, and when yc
\_ ) watch your comrade to pieces after ¢
was no thought of

shocking cri
i ier mind. (pp. 63-64)

across the com

horrors they have )
their

witnessed.
o J

¢ a high grade, you need to analyse tiny details fron
e able to relate each detail to the themes and ideas inthe n

mw e wnaw I k¥ a R N AN T N TR Y e W N T AW YK NAA A ANASEASEANYNSEANTNSEAMTESEAMNEENEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Level 9 Alert!

Level g students will evaluate the effects of language. They will even consid
such as dashes and question marks.

S
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The Executions — Level 9 Activity

Complete the table below. Your job is to evaluate how effectively Orwell uses la
make this moment in the novel so moving. The first example has been complet

Quotation Technique

Orwell effectively conveys the anims;
through R of precise verb choics

“assumed the maternal role

e
from the horrors they are experienc
saddened by Orwell’s use of the ne
implies that even after all they havi
unable to speak out against the tyr
to articulate their feelings relates to
education, the animals are powerle
pigs are free to continue exploiting
of the animals makes this an extrer;

‘The animals huddled
about Clover, nag
speaking.” { 3

titive language: 'not
| speaking’

Emotive language

‘As Clover looked Subordinate c|

down the hillside her o;eg;rma & clavse

(eye;; f;lled with tears. Symbolism of the
P- 3 hillside

The conditional verb
'if tells the reader

that Cloveris unable
to voice her thoughts

'If she could ave
spoken her
thoughts...” (p. 63)

\..you had to watch | Personalisation using
your comrades torn to | the pronoun ‘yo

pieces...” (p. 63)

Extension

Choose three more quotations from this extract and analyse them for their emo:

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 12 of 104
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Boxer’s Death

Boxer becomes ill. After some time, a van arrives to take him away. Benjamin rec
slaughterer, but the animals are too late to save Boxer.

SRR
S \

e
\s\‘““\
o

.
\\

&
\\\\* &

Getting Started
Answer the following guestions about this key ev

\\\\\\\\\\\\

=] b
= What metha use to create sympathy f¢ \\ﬁ
= R up for the first time as Boxer is take: -

n'up before? i §
Do you think that all of the animals are convinced by g 5
Boxer's death? L
&= Would the animals have reacted differently if this eve: \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\§
beginning of the novel, shortly after the rebellion? & S
= What !:)arallels can you draw between the killing of # \
on Animal Farm? A
\\\1\@\\\\
: . e
Creative Activity
Imagine that the other animals finally decide to stand up to the pigs. They are s
their issues. Create a script and act it out to show what happens. -
t‘

o

////
g

T

Detail Detective Y
a) Look at the following key details from xm?or’r nthe novel. Each \\:\\%\\\\

manipulating the animals. They rang ‘nanipulation to shocki

b)

With one chapter of t

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9
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detail, explain why it is a key m it shows us the power the \\“\@
ork of teaching and ‘It is for your sake that we
W%iising the others fell drink that milk and eat
naturally upon the pigs...’ those apples.’
CHAPTERII p. 10 CHAPTER Il p. 25
‘A week later Napoleon gave
orders that the small paddock
‘And so the tale of beyond the orchard, which it
confessions and executions | had previously been intended
went on, until there was a to be set aside as a grazing- COPYRIGHT
pile of corpses lying before | ground for animals who were PROTECTED
Napoleon’s feet. past work, was to be
CHAPTER Vil p. 62
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The End

Getting Started

SRR

A A . SRR

Answer the following questions about this key event. \3\
&= What do you think of the novel’s ending? Do you like ‘*\\“\“\\\\\i\:
& What do you think is the p; ending the novel: LW

trying to SHY? \\\\\\\\g\\\\\\\g
. i 08
= Do you ki ng was inevitable, or could it h Saat?
meaning of ‘ALL ANIMALS ARE EQUAL § : §
k= By =
x L THAN OTHERS' (p. 97)? N
CollectingG@®r Thoughts
E ¥
Now that you've finished the book, how do you feel about it? Write a short revie \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\E
where you can to support your thoughts. —
Some ideas for topics to cover in your review are: \\*‘\\\\\
e Characters Y §
e Events -
k\\\\\\\\\\\\‘;@“
e Themes -
e Symbolism and motifs - —
. )

Language choices =
There are key phrases at the bottom of the page that you should use to help forE'A ]

%

F

g

i

\xx\\“‘*‘\\\
kS

]
\§ \§
F

Ry,

ot
=

k\\\\\\\x\\{\
Sy
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Key phrases

'9

e Inmyonizes Orwell’s use of ... .

o [xchz{@i¥Rvc Leabecause... e My favourite part was... . Qg ;
e [xeverQEGuimpactful because... e lwould have preferred it f... EéUCQ’tiOﬂ

Creative Activity
Imagine that the animals confront the pigs following the ending of the novel.
description of the confrontation.

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 14 of 104




Key Events — Summary Activities

Tip!

Q

against him and take
control of the farm.
CHAPTERII

N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NEEENENEEEEEEEEEEEEER

Use this phrase in
examinations for a Level 6.

RN ANRENNANRENNANRENRANREYRANREYRANREVNANDEYR

al'establishes the
evolution as a positive
change, as Jones has
neglected in hisduty as a
farmer. He also shows us
that at this point, the
animals are united:
‘With one accord’ (p. 13).
This shows that they are
truly on the verge of
creating an equal society,
which means that both the
animals and the reader feel
optimistic for the future.

‘With one accord’ (p. 13
the animals rise up
against the tyrannical
rule of Jones.

Orwell ensures that the
reader’s sympathies are
firmly with the animals,
by presenting Jones as a
careless and neglectful
farmer who gets

‘drunk’ (p. 1) and leaves
the animals

‘unfed’ (p. 13).

Although the revolution
is violent: ‘butted...

ki ./ (p. 13), Orwell
sto suggest that
this violence is
justifiable.

Tip!
Fora Level 8 or 9, try to look fi:

O altern

terpretations.

Level 9 Alert!
; losely at the language of the novel. They st
hall section of text, perhaps just a short phrase, or evs

e

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9
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Now you try it!

The animals reap
their first harvest on
Animal Farm. ltis a
very successful

harvest and the

animals seem to be
working together.

Cowshed takes
place. Snowball
distinguishes
himself in battle.
CHAPTER IV

Level 6 (Explore)

Level 7 (Analyse)

Snowball is driven
out of Animal Farm
after disagreeing
with Napoleon on
the subject of the
windmill.
CHAPTER YV

The animals work

‘like slaves’ to build
the windmill. Boxer
is particularly hard-
working and Liges

CHAPTERVI

Napoleon orders the
execution of animals
who have confessed
to various ‘crimes’
{(p- 61).

The executions are
carried out in front
of the other
animals.

CHAPTER Vi

Boxer dies. The pigs
deny that he has
been taken to the
knackers. That
evening, ths
to have ac
money for &

ST
crate of whisky.
CHAPTER IX

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9
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Key Events — Exam-style Question

The following essay question has been started for you to highlight the best wa
the essay, continuing in the same Level g style.

Think about
how this

moment fits
into the whole
novel,

mals who have ‘confessed’ to a t
1§ a pivotal moment in the novel. Up unti
“we have seen the pigs become increasingly greedy
selfish, but it is only now that the reader sees the terrible
they are prepared to go to. This has direct parallels with
brutality of Stalin’s regime. Orwell uses very graphic lang
convey the violence and horror of this moment: ‘slain on
spot’. The sibilance here creates a sinister hissing sound, as
emphasising the speed with which the animals are killed.
is a shockingly brutal word choice, while ‘on the spot’ se
casual, as if the pigs carried out the executions with no h
whatsoever.

Language
analysis the executions are relentless, adding to the horror for the
onlookers and the reader: “Then a goose... Then a sheep..
two other sheep...’ The parallelisms of ‘then a...then a...’

emphasises that the devastation is

assembled animal
be next.

ch in shock, wondermg
rhropomorp]usm here seems incong
s that are being described — drawing our
rwells criticisms of humanity, since this kind of beha
reflects what humans are capable of doing to one anothe

Essay Tip!
Students should try to link their ideas to the social, cultural and historical ¢
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A0 | AFTER-READING ACTIV

Characters

SRR

\\\\\\\\\

\
o
\s\‘“\
&

-
%\\*\ Q\\\\
\\\\}@

\\\\\\\\\\\3

Getting Started

® Which character matches each of the de
® Canyou find a quotation to su

.
’4-/,//

/'

g

Hi'the character?

Hg

\N\\\\\N\\\\
T

i
P

&

‘&@\\\\\

%/

#E
%f

T

Naive, earnt ;mp!e minded, with a strong work
ethic. This chifacter lacks the clarity of mind and
intelligence to see oppression for what it really is.

2l

"
W\\\\\‘%
=
#

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

Bitter, cynical, yet rather passive. This character sees
the reality, but his pessimistic attitude means that he
fails to challenge the pigs until it is too late. He sees

resistance as futile. L

‘&@\\\\\

%

Vain, simple-minded and rather foolish. This character
likes pretty things and cares little for politics, even if
others are suffering.

T
i

#
o
g,

y

%

\\\\\\‘&\\

A cruel and brutal dictator, whose regime \\\\\\\\\\
Stalin following the Russian Revo!u er \\\j
manipulates those arou op at nothing &
to satisfy his neasd \\\\\\Q\

A character X ,_..eems to genuinely believe in the ideals
of the revolution. Intelligent and full of new schemes, he
represents optimism, but is bullied, undermined and
eventually expelled from the farm and made into

a scapegoat.

This character is a vehicle for propaganda. He seems to
be able to convince the other animals that the truth is
actually a lie, until they doubt their own minds. He helps
Napoleon to rewrite history in order to suit the pigs’
own agenda.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

A kind-hearted and motherly horse, this character tries
to protect and comfort the other animals in their times
of sorrow. She is {oyal and obedient, with unquestio
loyalty to Animal Farm. She cannot articula
anxieties and so lacks any power t :

'9

Qg

Education
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Discussion

Discuss or write down answers for each of the following activities.

® Write a detailed analysis of a character of your choice. Use small, integrated%

® Orwell intended Animal Farm to be a modern allegory. Many of the charact
historical figures. Can you identify these characters and yyrite about how th
behaviours of their human counterparts in histo -

® Canthe charactersin Animal Farm b ply as fictional creations

with knowledge of the histo

Characte;

How much (G understand about the characters in Animal Farm? Test your u
questions below. The questions increase in difficulty.

Napoleon
® How is Napoleon first presented to the reader and why is
® Atwhat point does Napoleon establish his authority anc :
D the other animals? “

® In Chapter IV, how does Orwell show the reader that Na

How does Orwell portray the polarised attitudes of Sno

® Look atthe description of Napoleon in Chapter X: ‘maje
gambolling round him...” How does Orwell convey Napo
Why does he isolate the line: *He carried a whip in his trc

I3

® Orwell gives great detail about Narsizon's actions throd
into his thoughts, feeling ves. Why, and what

Creative Activity

Look at some gad p:
poster sho :

; ters from World War I, Using a similar style, d:
ohto be a wonderful and just leader.

Snowball
® How is Snowball shown to be an intelligent animal?
F@%%{\i ® Snowball distinguishes himself in battle. How does this mak
@/Zlﬂ_ai&ﬁ D ® How does Orwell reveal that Snowball is an idealist in C
J B parallel his behaviour in Chapter V?
A
SR

® What is the symbolic significance of Snowball’s expulsios:
have such a lasting impact?

@ ‘Snowballis full of grand schemes and ideas that never
brutal leader, but nonetheless a more effective one.’ To
disagree with this statement and,

Old Major

Major represent?
iajor’s speech in Chapter | foreshadow w
jor's dream ever achievable?

Would Animal Farm have been different if Old Major ha
-l deeper, symbolic connotations?

® Research famous political speeches from history to the
devices are mirrored by Old Major in his speech? '

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 19 of 104
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Squealer

°
w N
¢ tﬁb o
S °
\*&T‘"’
®

How does Squealer manipulate language to gain power

Why is Squealer so pivotal to the maintenance of Napolé'

tarts that Squeals

What is meant by the quotation w
‘ politics?

Can you find any parallel
What are the ¢

Squealer’s name? How dos:
snpleasant character?

Why is Boxer an important character?

‘Nothing could have been achieved without Boxer, wh
of all of the rest of the animals put together..." What doe:
Boxer and how does it make the events that follow parti:
Why do you think Boxer remains loyal to Animal Farm?

Does the ill treatment of Boxer have a deeper, aIIegoricaé 5
those who are too elderly or ill to work? What point is O

Why is Clover such a sympathetic character?

To what extent is Clover's unquestioning obedience and \

‘you might expectii
ering. Why doesn’t:

As one of the most empathic ani
when she sees her fellow ;

ould be Napoleon and the other person should be ¢
no more after witnessing the executions and she decic:

o

Why are the dogs never given separate identities?

What role do the dogs have and why are they so vital foré

Where would you place the dogs in terms of the overall k

‘Although not major characters, the brutal regime of An::
the dogs.’ To what extent do you agree? -

How do the dogs vote on whether to accept the rabbits &
is the significance of this?

Creative Activity

Design a revision PowerPoint which d

ur knowledge of the main

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9
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Level 9 Activity

SRR

" Read the following extract from Shakespeare’s Macbeth and an
Macbeth is considering killing the king, in order to fulfil his ant
In the following speech, he agonises about this decision.

s
v
e
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%\&\ Q\\\\
\\\\}@

\\\\\\\\\\\3
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To help vou, there is a moder alongside the origin

/'

g

Hg

\N\\\\\N\\\\
T

i
P

Mo

ien 'tis done, then 'twere well | If T can get this don
o uickly... He's here in double trust; will be better... Th

First, as s I am his kinsman and his subject, reasons. Firstly,
Strong both against the deed; then, as his host, subject — powe

&

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\
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If it we
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Who should against his murderer shut the door, | Furthermore, I am \“‘\“\\\\
Not bear the knife myself. Besides, this Duncan | door against his kil %\ §
Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath been Also, Duncan has \‘\i
So clear in his great office, that his virtues leader and so his go \

Will plead like angels, trumpet-tongued, against after his death, lik s
The deep damnation of his taking-off; J
.. I have no spur I have no strong r g \
To prick the sides of my intent, but only other than my great L S
Vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps itself into a wrong d \“\\\\\
And falls on the other. \ &
-

Act1 Scene 7

gy

Now try these questlc - \\\
1.
2. Inthis sﬁ\éﬂéﬂch, Shakespeare reveals Macbeth’s inner thoughts and feelings

Orwell never reveals Napoleon’s inner feelings. Why is this, do you think?
3. Macbeth agonises about his decision to commit murder, while Napoleon s

remorse. How does this add to your understanding of Napoleon’s characte
4. Macbeth kills a king who trusts in him: *here in double trust’. How does this

the animals?
5. ‘Violence is the tool most commonly used to acquire and retain power.” Wi

Animal Farm, how far do you agree with this statement? COPYRIGHT
6. Macbeth starts off as an honourable man, but deterjorates morally as the p: PROTECTED

similar to Napoleon? Explain your answer.

Essay Tip!
To achieve Level g, you need try
O interests to broaden v

.we and innovative. Read widely

'9

e T R R R R Y]

Qg

Education

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 22 of 104




Character Roles

The characters in Animal Farm have a role to play, within the farm, the novel anc¢
Although the farm was meant to be a perfect utopia of equality and unity, it is eg
hierarchy. On the diagram below, where would you place the novella’s main ché
of the novel?
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P
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\\\\\\\\\\\

\\W

N
s

i
i

Bottom of hierarchy c\‘\@‘\\\\
i %

Extenston .
Do the animals’ positions change as the novel progresses te a second hierg § 3
changes you can identify. : ' L
Going Further... e
Which charg do the words below relate to? Can you write a s Sy
containing
Corrupt e Noble
Brutal Democratic = oo
Autocratic Innocent
Devious Authoritative ...
Intelligent o Gullible e, Ge:
Considerate ... Apathetic ... Mz gROOPTYER(I:$EI-S-
Bitter L Trusting De;

dealistic oo vain gl RN s Ag.
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, : Level 9 Alert!
In order tn.“j & a conceptualised response to the novel, you need to understz
purpose for Orwell. Animal Farm is a political satire and each character has
However —also remember that this is not just a text about communism, or the
the abuse of power in all its forms. Your contextual response should refer to t
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Further Still...

Consider the role each character plays — within the hierarchy of the farm itself,
of the novel andfinally in terms of Orwell’s intentions as a writer. How does he usg¢
his fears for humanity? The table has been started for you —choose three more ¢

Character Role on the farm i N

Napoleon takes on a leading role in the
running of the farm from the outset:
‘Forward, comrades! The hay i is
waiting.”(p. 18) HIS use of.
imperative ‘fo
is afready

srapidly deteriorates as the novel
progresses. Significantly, Napoleon,
along with Snowball, is the first anima
hy on the farm, even | to enter the farmhouse following the
eranimals fail to realise this. | revolution, foreshadowing his
Napoleon koes not, however, appear to humanised character towards the end
Wrinvolve himself in the physical work, as | of the novel, when he will take over th
along with the other pigs he 'directed | farmhouse. He is pivotal to the plot

and supervised the others’(p. 19). and skilfully manipulates the other
This is an early warning sign that animals into silently accepting his
Napoleon will eventually tyrannise the | reign of fear.

other animals.

Choose threXa#®®re characters to analyse in the same way as above.

Creative Activity
Create a collage for one of the characters, looking for words, pictures and coloui
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Relationships

SRR

Exploring Relationships s
Answering the following questions: - —

)
0 ¥R

1. Which of the relationships in Animal Farm do,
S

§ 3
g 8

2. How important are the relation

=
. 'ss(\,\\"\'\\\\
L . i
L S
.
Fear S—
: g
Fear plays an important role in the relationships on Animal Farm. Write an essay S
. . . 2 SR
impact of fear. Don’t forget to support your answer with small quotations from t; & \
EE & 3
o \:‘\\\\ \§
Brza

Here are some questions to consider when writing your answer:

* How does the animals’ fear of slaughter by Mr Jones influence events?
How does Napoleon use fear to control the other animals?

What does living in fear do to the animals?

Do Napoleon and the pigs fear losing control of the other animals?
Does Napoleon fear Snowball?

et
= }\\\\
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Characters — Exam-style Question

The following essay question has been started for you to illustrate the best way

the essay.
How does Orwell portray the char Boxer throughcxé\ré
C|03|e language Orwell emphac s lack of intelligence from the ¢
analysis : :

sence’, which foreshadows how easily he
2 later on. Education is a recurring theme throughc:
a lack of it means that animals like Boxer can be m
~ by the more intelligent pigs. Nonetheless, Boxer is a cha
known for his ‘steadiness’ and ‘tremendous powers of w
adjectival clause ‘tremendous powers’ reflects both Boxer’s
determination and physical strength. Furthermore, ‘tremen
positive term, which reinforces Boxer’s good and moral ch
While the pigs use their ‘powers’ for nefarious purposes,
‘powers’ are used to benefit the animals.

o

Indeed, the adjective ‘tremendous’ is once more associate:
Boxer in Chapter 111, this time to describe the power of his_

Use small, Boxer is shown to be unrivalled in his capacity to work i
embedded good of the other animals, which makes his eventual tra .
quotations mcrechbl\ saddenmg Orw ell’s stically simple, b
within your

sentence.

—

11 mdicates that there are no limits to w:
p. In their greed and brutality, they will sacr
- aind loyal animal whose motto has been: ‘T must work h
~ an allegoric level, the pigs’ actions here represent the cru
greed of humanity and the overall message that power <

Alternatively, we could consider Boxer’s role in the novel Ir
positively. Perhaps Orwell wishes to convey that even in a .
brutal society, absolute goodness and purity of heart can st

For Level 9 try to
offer alternative
interpretations.

Level 9 Alert!

Try the followmg essay question, using a character of your choice. -
Evaluate how effectively Orwell uses the character of --------------- to convey:
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Context
Getting Started

l Use the Internet or the introduction to the novel to answer tk

=  What s the difference betwe
When was the bo

What lessons can we learn from the events that occu

)

at major world events:

= Can you find any similarities between the behaviour of ¢

Creative Activity

Research modern-day and historical dictators, such as Robert Mugabe, Saddam |

Present your findings to the class.

Going Further...

Match each event in the novel to the real historical event that it allegorically reps

Research

Choose one from the novels Brave New World by Aldous
by George Orwell. Research the novel and make
*  What your selected text has in comz
®  The historical context of

You could rg arch in a Venn diagram, as a table, or simply as no;

Essay-stylc®aragraphs

Write an essay-style paragraph for each of the following questions, referencing i

embedded quotations.

& Which points in the novel show us the inequalities and divisions between th

& How does Orwell show us that power corrupts?

& Since the story of Animal Farm is an allegorical representation of the ways
history, why do you think Orwell chose animals to tell his story?

& Are humans intrinsically selfish?

Extension

& Explain how the novel has universal appeal.

= Explain how the novel has timeless >

Creative Activity,

eme of dictatorship OR the Russian Revolution.

Create acc

A

Level 9 Alert!

Choose a moment in the novel which you think relates to the social, cul

Using small, embedded quotations, answer the following question: How effec:
social, cultural and historical context in your chosen moment from the novel?::
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Level 9 Activity

Read the following quotation from Martin Niemoller (1892-1984). Niemoller waf

against Adolf Hitler at a time when many people were afraid to speak out.

=oeak out—

First they came for the Socialists, and I did

Because [ was not a Socialist.

Then they came for th s, and I did not speak out—

Because I wz

ame for the Jews, and I did not speak out—

@ouse | was not a Jew.

Now answer the questions that follow. You can discuss the questions in pairs or
for each.

® What is the overall message of Niemoller’s quotation here?
® How does this link to Orwell’s ideas in Animal Farm?

® Why do the animals never speak out against the brutality of the pigs in Ani
happened if they had?

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.

® Niemoller felt that we all have a moral duty to stand up against brutality. W .

® Would you speak out for what you believed in, if it meant putting yourself

Essay Tip!
It is important to consider the ove
attitudes that Orwellis e

tthe novelin your essay. }

Level 9 Alert!
Level g keywords - find the definitions

Barbaric:

Dystopia:
Dictatorship:

Satire:

Myopia:
Apathy:

Totalitarianism:

Extension: Write a sentence about Animal Farm containing &

Extension

Use the Internet to research the ‘Milgram experiment’ (1961). What does this st -

unquestioningly obeying those in authority? How is this study relevant to Anim
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Analysing Context

Pick out three key moments in the novel which reflect the social, cultural or hist

Analyse each moment closely and explore how it reflects a particular context.

Key moment I Analysis

Level 9 Alert!

To what extent is Orwell’s novel specific to the Russian Revolution?

Is it a moral fable with relevance for readers today? Either discuss or write dox
key moments in the novel for support.

Creative Activity

Write a political u try to use rhetoric to manipulate your aug

spe. ..
3 speech to the class.

L
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Evaluating Context

The table below shows you how to turn generalised context comments into pre¢
which are much more detailed and focused. The first example has been complet

Quotation

'The others said of
Squealer that he could
turn black into white

(p-12)

Generalised context
comment

This quotation shows hey
propaganda is

+1.

: is like the
Ruysian regime, where
 propaganda would also
have been used.

Precisely eve

1 events of World Wa
Russian Revolution.

N8
N

use propaganda to

‘He claimed to know of
the existence of a
mysterious country
called Sugarcandy
Mountain, to which all
animals went when they
died.’ (p. 12)

Moses’ ideas about
Sugarcandy Mountain could
symbolise religious beliefs
in heaven.

‘Napoleon produced no
schemes of his own, but
said quietly that
Snowball’s would come
to nothing.” (p. 35)

The relationship between
Napoleon and Snowball
represents Stalin and his
rivalry with Trotsky.

the spot.’

his shows the brutality of
Stalin’s regime.

‘Napoleon was... always

referred to in formal style
as “"our Leader, Comrade
Napoleon”.” (p. 67)

This quotation shows that
Napoleon has become a
dictator, just like his
allegorical counterpart,
Joseph Stalin.

'The creatures outside
looked from pig to man,
and from man to pig, and
from pig to man again:
but already it was
impossible to say whick
Was WhiChylihi10'

This shows that the
revolution h i
nothin :

¢dn corrupt.

Can you think of any other contexts that apply to these quotations? Write anoth}é

to explore other possible contextual interpretations.
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Context — Exam-style Question

SRR

The following essay question has been started for you to illustrate the best wa
Complete the essay.

: . @‘“ \\\\\\\\

‘Orwell’s novel, although based on the Russian Revolu stark warning f LW \
To what extent do you agree with this state gy
i3

\\\\
§
®

Nt 1s true to a large extent, as Orwell’s
ical tale with great relevance for readers today.

Farm is rooted in the events following the Russian R
with Napoleon's brutality representing Stalin’s oppres
Russian people. However, Orwell’s novel transcends th
and actually comments on the innate hunger for power

o
e

e

i,
. /
Dt

Immediate ™ |
focus on the
question

2l

"
m\\\\‘%
=

=

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

T

‘g . & N
within humanity. ¢ \
Furthermore, Orwell warns readers about the danger \\\““\‘
political rhetoric. We see the pigs using their superio \
skills in order to mask the truth: ‘Our sole object in t -
things is to preserve our health. Milk and apples... co

5 P \»&‘3“\\\\

substances absolutely necessary...” Squealer 1s clearly t £

i,

#
o
g,

mouthpiece of Napoleon here, symbolising how pro

Analysing was med during Stalin"§ regime in order to ensure ab £
the role of a | §
character L
gy
re; that Orwells novel is extremely relevant for \‘\‘\\\\
response . | Another way in which Animal Farm serves as a stark
for modern readers is the existence of Napoleon as a ¢
‘Our Leader, Comrade Napoleor’, and the way in wh;
animals unquestioningly obey him. This is a stark wa
against the dangers of totalitarianism. There have been:
dictators in the modern age and throughout history.
shows us the dangers of blindly following orders. This i
explored by the psychologist, Stanley Milgram, in his o COPYRIGHT
study. Throughout Animal Farm, the reader is contin PROTECTED

frustrated by the animals’ inability ¢
‘There was no thought of rel

9
ag

Education
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Language

Getting Started —

St
B ‘\k‘\\

e
i
B
S

1. Read through this extract from Chapter 1.

o
.

i
& @

2. Pick out examples of the language devices that Orwell
3. Next, consider why this speech is particularly

SRR
i

by =
N
F

"

&

&
§

N :

P

P
4
A %’///////

sitting¥*ront of me, every one of you will scream your lives out at the bl
—
b3

we all must come — cows, pigs, sheep, everyone. Even the horses and the

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

Boxer, the very day that those great muscles of yours lose their power, Jo

who will cut your throat and boil you down for the foxhounds. As for the di § 3
toothless Jones ties a brick round their necks and drowns them in the neareg e
\\\\\\\\\\\}Sﬁ\“

Use a colour code to identify each language feature. R
. & ¥
Extension L

SRR

Answer these questions: g \
% F

1. How does Orwell use complex sentences he L —

2. Which sentences begin with a suho =

3. What s the effect of d k\\
m\\\\\\\"@\\

\
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Taking it Further

Identify the language feature Orwell uses for each example in the table below. E

The first example has been completed for you.

Language

Quotation
v feature

')

Miajor's speech is a
which outlines the

'‘And what has happened
to that mitk Wthh shot;

Rhetorical | animals realise ho

the readeris also a

like a positive and

The rhetorical ques:
Question | exploited by the huy

the animals’ cause.:

'‘No one believes more
firmly than Comrade
Napoleon that all animals
are equal.’ (p. 40)

‘Most of Animal Farm was
in their view - the long
pasture... young wheat
was thick and green...’

(p- 63)

‘There lay BOXer... His
eyes were glazed, his sides
matted with sweat. A thin
stream of blood had
trickled out of his mouth.”

(p. 86)

Extension

A Level 8 or Level g candidate is able to evaluate key quotations precisely. Pick
how effectively language is used in the novel and evaluate tham precisely. Try
or two keywords within the quotation. ’

Creative Activity

Write a persuasive e views on the topic: ‘Does propaganda eve
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Analysing Language

Answer the following questions to demonstrate your understanding of the writé
the novel.

Basic

1.

Orwell thought that language should be direct an ow is this demors:

Boxer's death?

to mask the truth?

2. How dothe pigs use their superin:
3. Look closely at the des ttle of the Cowshed in Chapter IV. }
choices here?
4. Howd A e a variety of persuasive techniques in his speech at the
5. Make a e ¥ five words that Orwell uses to describe Clover. What do theseé
her character?
6. Explain the effect of the triplet: ‘our lives are miserable, laborious and short
Advanced
7. How is symbolism used in the novel? HINT —look at whips, rings in noses, s\\
8. How does Orwell use irony in the statement: ‘The pigs did not actually worLé
others'?
9. The whole novelis narrated in the third person, but from the point of view (\
points in the novel where Orwell’s viewpoint is implied? -
10. How does Orwell use exclamation marks in the novel? Are there particula
11. How have the pigs corrupted language in the last p iph of Chapter VI
12. How does Orwell create pathos towards the : nimals in Chapter Xt
13. The animals lack the words to séives. i—low does this prevent t
What is Orwell’s messag
14. How has the wn istorted in the statement: ‘All animals are e
equal’
Extension

In Orwell’s dystopian novel 21984, the party slogan is *Who controls the past con
present controls the past’. -

What do you think this means?
To what extent do the pigs use language to rewrite history?

S

Creative Activity .
Write your own party political speech using a range of rhetorical devices and pe:
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Close Reading

Look at the following extract from Chapter X, pg6. With a partner, annotate the
techniques Orwell has used here. Next, answer the following essay question: *He
make this extract so shocking?”

It was “his hind legs.

a3 Squealer. A little awkwardly, as though
guate used to supporting his considerable bulk in thas
position, but with perfect balance, he was strolling a¢
the vard. And a moment later, out from the door o
farmhouse came a long file of pigs, all walking on th
hind legs. Some did it better than others, one or tw
were a trifle unsteady and looked as though they w
have liked the support of a stick, but every one of the
made his way round the yard successfully. And fin
there was a tremendous baying of dogs and a shrill
crowing from the black cockerel, and out came Nape¢
himself, majestically upright, casting haughty glances
from side to side, and with his dogs gambolling arot
him.

He carried a whip in his trotier.

There was a deadly silence
together, the animal
slowly ro

, terrified, huddI
the long line of pigs
was as though the world

Try to look closely at the effects of Orwell’s word choic
Think about Orwell’s use of paragraphs in this extract.
Look at sentence structure and symbolism. -

Extension

Answer the following questions.
& Orwell famously stated: If th
he meant by this a

upt language, language can ¢
civrelate to Animal Farm?
ow do the pigs remove this power from the othe:
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Symbolism

Look at the following key symbols used by Orwell in Animal Farm. What does e

example has been done for you.

The windmill

f{
\" N N

Meaning 2

articular seems
‘o build the windmill and it is
hat he truly lives up to his motto: 'l
will work harder’ {p. 46). What the
animals fail to recognise here is the
extent to which they are being exploited
by the pigs, who do little of the work
themseives, yet stand to benefit the
most from the results of the animals’
toils. When the windmill collapses in a
storm, it symbolises the destruction of
the animals’ dreams of an idealistic
utopia, even though they do not yet
recognise this.
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Symbol Meaning 1 |

The barn
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Creative Activity
Create a poster which uses a mixture of text and images to illustrate the use of
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Language — Exam-style Question

The following essay question has been started for you to illustrate the best way
Complete the essay.

How does Orwell use irony to show

¢, Orwell uses irony to convey t
wals and the manipulation practised by the
apter II, Orwell uses irony to demonstrate
uperiority of the pigs: ‘cleverest of all the animals’. Th
‘leverest’ emphasises the dominance of the pigs, while Orv
matter-of-fact style indicates the animals’ unquestioning a
this.

Close focus
on Orwell's
use of

language,
supported by
examples

As the novel progresses, the use of irony becomes more acute,
the increasing tyranny of the pigs. At times, this irony
moving, for example when Orwell shows us Clover’s the:
knew that even as things were they were far better off than th:
in the days of Jones...” This is both saddening and frust
reader, who can clearly see that the pigs are even more b
oppression than the regime they usurped. Orwell’s allegoric
here at the corruption of Stalin’s regime and how life actuall
for the Russian people following the revol:tion.
The use of irony also gives ric
in the novelplt is Orw: /I

Insight into
the structure
of the novel

Analysis of
Orwell's
ideas as a \Egwe
writerand
gvaluation of
his skill

However, perhaps the most amusing example of irony occ
the consumption of the crate of whisky in Chapter VIIL. A:
recognise that the pigs are ‘hungover’, Orwell ironically s

deep silence hung over the farmhouse’. The dramatic irony i
by Squealer’s solemn announcement that ‘Comrade N
dying” We not only recognise the absurdity of this s
Napoleon is clearly suffering from the after-effects of too m
we also realise that the pigs are not as intelligent and wo
might like to appear. This comic irony is also tinged with s
cry of lamentation went up!” The animals still fail to see that
a corrupt and despotic ruler would ¢ y set them free. ..
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Structure

SRR

Structure refers to the order or
sequence of events in the

novel. Animal Farm has a I

cyclical structure.

[\

J

o
w\\%
=
kY
&

N :

P

In your view, what is the
significant turning point in the
novel when the pigs’ tyranny is
clearly established?
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Orwell's detached, third-person
narrative style allows us to form
our own opinions of life on the
farm. We witness the
disintegration of the idealistic
utopia for ourselves.
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Getting Started
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What do the following words mean and how do t; L —

parallelism \\\\\\\gi\\\%

&

cyclical \\‘

e m\\\\\\\‘“\@

chronolo al \\\

repeti: ‘

inevita \ae™
deterioration

tension
Write a short paragraph containing each word and explain how it relates to the

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

Qg

Education

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 39 of 104




Significant Events

1. Putthese significant events from the novel into the order in which they oc
cut them out. If cutting out, when they have been checked by a teacher yo
sheet. This could even be laminated and used as a revision guide.

Colour in yellow any boxes that represent pivotal points (turning points). If yo
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Are there any significant moments that have been m out? What woulg & @\\\‘\

k@“ &

. - : s all of the animals o

The animals work strenuously in difficu \1\\\\\%‘
o ther in the yard to carry out

conditions, although they are sois: ¢ rotesque public confessions and T

by the knowledge that t g quep : g §

executions for supposed traitors.
This creates an atmosphere of suspicion,
fear and mistrust among the other
animals who are unable to articulate or
process the horrors they have witnessed.
The terrible bloodshed is described
simply but graphically: ‘tore out their
throats’. The reader shares in the shock
of the animals, although at least the
reader had some awareness of the pigs’
tyranny beforehand. The animals are
confused and dumbstruck.
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before, partlcularly once Napoleon
announces that the animals should work
on a ‘'voluntary’ basis on Sundays as well.
In reality, if the animals refuse to work
Sunday, their already meagre food
rations will be halved. Still, the animals
console themselves with the idea that
they are no worse off than in Jones’ day.
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The pigs invite the neighbouring farmers
over to Animal Farm. The atmosphere is
initially jovial and the human farmers are
impressed by the low rations and
extremely long working hours which
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Following the collapse of the windmill,
the animals set about rebuilding it.
They are clearly all extremely weak from

hunger and exk

4
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have made Animal Farm so prosperous. . !
Pilkington even com aresi)he ‘;ljower Boxer, wh alth is becoming \\\\“\\\
; g, \ P / . n. He still prides himself \\\\\\\\\\
animals’ to the ‘lower classes’, making T . e &
relinquishing his responsibilities \\\\&
Orwell’s allegory expl:c;tly clea"- 3 ) )
raise a toast to the futy to Animal Farm and refuses to let his y o
) pain stop him from working hard. Still, \\\\\\\\

Napoleon g his split hoof is not healing quickly and

he is in a great deal of pain which Clover
attempts to soothe. Boxer simply wishes
to rejoice in a restored windmill before
enjoying a well-earned retirement.

original name
o e novel has come full
circle. At the end of the novel, an
argument ensues over a card game. The
pigs and humans have become utterly
indistinguishable from one another.

Snowball distinguishes himself in battle,
in an event which is to be known as the In an event that parallels Stalin’s
Battle of the Cowshed. He is a brave and | collectivism policy, Napoleon orders the
determined fighter who is also strategic | hens to sell their eggs. He claims this is
in his efforts to defeat Jones and his for the good of everyone. In one of the
men. He organises and leads the other | first signs of significant protest, the hens
animals to victory — supported by Boxer smash their eggs. Napoleon shows no
and his great strength. Napoleon does mercy in his response arsd immediately
not seemto feature in this battle at all, | stops the hens’r, y are left with
although later he will claim that it was he i dpitulate or starve.
who led the others to victory. Snowball is and the other hens are
awarded the military decorati ¢ed to acquiesce to Napoleon's
‘Animal Hero, First Class’. v emands. itis clear that the pigs’ tyranny
deserved ho e bi wifies is growing and that Napoleon values
profit over the health of his animals.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

Qg

Education

Creative Activity
Divide a large circle into sections, one for each chapter of the novel. In each se
what is happening at that point in the text.
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Structure Gap-fill

Fill in the gaps to show your understanding of Orwell’s use of structure in Anima
activity will be a useful reference point for revision. Please note, cloze activities
is challenging!

Animal Farm has a

novel. Events in the novel progress chronologically h-the deceptive

story, but by the end we have come f gests that the rebellion was

The rebellion originally had nd sound principles, as

speech. Howg , the reader can see tha:

was in Jone e are hints, even in Chapter I, that the

will be far worse than Jones’. The hens observe that Jones would ‘sometimes mix’
so greedy that even this small gesture is ignored. By the end of the novel, the pigs
from humans and Orwell makes the reader acutely aware that the rebellion has ac

The pigs have become the oppressors, filling the that wa

Although this story superficially centres around animals, on a deeper level, Orwell
He not only exposes the greed of the oppressors, but also the apathy and
to challenge their tyrants. On some level, it is possible that he is suggesting that tr

as there will always be those who look to a leader for

Another significant feature of the novel is the opening
basis of . This provides a f .

be . This gives the #isight that the animals la
Letie argely .
ore intelligent pigs, even to the extent of
history to j: ctions: 'No animal shall kill any other animal

the animals N

Whot refer back to the original Seven bi

of the pigs’ betrayal. The animals, on the other hand, i

that they will deny their own memories. Perhaps they even have a vested intere

acknowledge the truth would involve them having to confront their own

Orwell also uses repetition throughout the novel in order to show how the new

principles of Animalism and also to draw parallels with Jones’

a drunk, Napoleon soon mirrors his behaviour. Just as

Napoleon terrifies with his whip —a symbol of power, dominance and control. TE

highlights Orwell’s bleak view of humanity and the | @ can learn from hi

the Russian

:théy had under the rui

Words to include:

Structiamm ut cause corrupt
cy(Qat illiterate stupidity
crudGe gauge tyranny

mampulated unchangeable proletariat
guidance void established
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Parallels

One of Orwell’s structural devices is the use of parallels in the novel. This refers
matching ideas. The use of this technique enables Orwell to demonstrate to the
achieved nothing for the animals. Look at the table below.

1. ldentify which chapter each quotation comes from.

2. Next, pair up the matching quotations.

3. Howis Orwell's use of parallels significant? Di

Mr Jones... drew himself a last
of beer from the barre}
scullery.

Boxer... Jones will sell you to the
knacker.

No animal must ever kill any other
animal. All animals are equal.

Some of the animals talked of the
duty of loyalty to Mr Jones, whom
they referred to as ‘Master’, or made
elementary remarks such as ‘Mr
Jones feeds us. If he were gone we
should starve to death.’

Moses... c| X to know of the
existence of a mysterious country
called Sugarcandy Mountain, to
which all animals went when they
died.

A little way down the pasture there
was a knoll that commanded a view
of most of the farm.

He seized the gun which always
stood in a corner of his bedroom...

Level 9 Alert!
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Major’s Speech
In terms of the novel’s structure — Major’s speech sets out the ideals which will fé
Orwell charts the gradual deterioration of these ideas through the structural prc:

1. Complete this table which has been part filled in.
2. Foreach event, analyse how it relates to Major’s original ideals. The first o

Relevant extract from
Major's speech

'This single farm of ours
would support a dozen

horses, twenty cows,
hundreds of sheep — and all of
them living in a comfort and
dignity that are now almost
beyond our imagining.’ (p. 4)

Following the rebellion, there is a
new dawn: ‘But they woke at dawn
as usual... A little way down the
pasture there was a knoll that
commanded a view of most of the
farm... Yes, it was theirs...” (p. 15)

idealistic vision se
pronoun ‘theirs’in
seems to belong e
Major’s reference t
unity and belongs

The pigs keep the milk and apples
for themselves instead of sharing
them equally among the other
animals: ‘So it was agreed without
further argument that the milk...
should be reserved for the pigs
alone.’{p. 26) :

‘Man is the only creature that
consumes without
producing.

alves?’ (p. 4)

'‘No animal must... wear
clothes, or drink alcohol, or
smoke tobacco.” (p. 7)

Benjamin reads the wording on
the wall for Clover, who asked
him if the Seven Commandments
are the same as they used to be.
There is just one commandment
written there which says: ‘ALL
ANIMALS ARE EQUAL BUT
SOME ANIMALS ARE MORE
EQUAL THAN OTHERS'

Choose three other key events from the plot. Find a relevant quotation from M
have chosen, and analyse how it relates to Major’s original ideas.
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Evaluating Significant Moments

Activity

Quotation

Is it not crystal clear,
then, comrades, that
the evils of ;
ours spring, )
tyranny of hOn
beings?

Chapter/page

reference

Chapter |, p5

Orwell's narrative includes a number of key moments where ev
For each key moment, identify where it occurs and evaluate its <
How could things have gone differently?

question here is part
ing and impassioned speech in
ich the seeds of rebellion are
planted within the minds of the
animals. This speech is part of the
catalyst for rebellion and also forms
the basis of Animalism. it is also full of
irony, which only becomes apparent
when the reader realises that the
‘tyranny of human beings’ has been
superseded by the tyranny of the pigs.

Animal Farm 3§
without this ri
yardstick agais

With one accord,
though nothing of the
kind had been planned
beforehand, they flung
themselves upon their
tormentors.

It was agreed without
further argument that
the milk and the
windfall appleg
should be r:
the pigs alo/ RS

Now when Squealer
described the scene so
graphically, it seemed
to the animals that they
did remember it. At any
rate they remembered
that at the critical
moment of the battle
Snowball had turned to

flee.

Frightened though they
were, some of the

animals might possibly
have protested, but at

the animals?

Q. How dothe missed opportunities to challenge the pigs add to our increasi .
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Structure — Exam-style Question

The following essay question has been started for you to illustrate the best way
Complete the essay. Look at Chapter X, from *He would end his remarks’ to ‘impg
(pp- 100-102). -

How does Orwell make

Refer to the
question
immediately.

“ending of the novel is particularly significant .
that the rebellion has achieved absolutely nothin
majority of the animals. Orwell uses a bleakly hum
satirical tone to portray both the pigs and the humans
selfish and unpleasant. Pilkington sneers at the ‘lowe:

Considers

the overall comparing them with the ‘lower animals’ and rn
significance allegorical interpretation of the novel clear. Both the
of this the humans are greedy capitalists who exploit the i

moment their own gain. As he sneers, his ‘various chins turn

This grotesque image also shows us how the pigs an
are beginning to morph into one; something that wili.
even more apparent by the end of the chapter. .
However, the situation deteriorates still further as
begms 10 speal In one feﬂ SWOON.,

Analyse the
structure of
the chapter.

her as “Comrade”. This was to be suppressed.’

kﬂlr;;(otr?s (o language: ‘Hitherto’ makes Napoleon’s announcement
ideas at the serious and official. Furthermore, the use of the passi
outset and “This was to be suppressed’ ~ is somewhat sinister. The r
how they be reminded of how defectors have been ‘suppressed’
have been in the novel. Finally, it is evident that any pretence
corrupted. has been discarded. In my considered view, Orwell wish

./ the reader the consequences of failing to challenge
Napoleon now has absolute power over the animal
suppressed’ their individuality, in a perfect allego::
totalitarian state in Stalin’s post-revolution Russia. .

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 45 of 104
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Form

Getting Started

Form refers to the type of story being told. Find definitions for the following for |

Satire

Allegory

Fiction

Extension

Find quotations from the novel which embody characteristic-.of the different fo

Deeper Thinking

Answer these questions on On orm. Don't forget to use short quot

orical novel?

1. Howis Animal

2. How s 7i°a political satire?

3. Onan s ical level, what does Major’s speech represent?

4. What do the executions of the animals represent?

5. How does Orwell successfully convey both human and animal characteristi
6. Why did Orwell choose to subtitle his novel ‘A Fairy Story’?

7. Istrue equality a fairy tale —an impossible ideal? Or can it ever really be ac
1ip

e

Creative Activity
Write your own beast fa
young children, |

4150 have a deeper moral that

Level 9 Alert!
Trv thls essay qumnon

How far do you agree with this statement? Refer to at least three differe
\_ your answer.
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Level 9 Activity

Read the following extract from Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift (Chapter 2 -
The Free Library). Like Animal Farm it embodies elements of a beast fable. Here:
to a house by two horses who appear to be so very intelligent that Gulliver won

SRR
S \

i
i
B
S

magicians. The house looks as if it must belong to someone very important an A
his gift, expecting ‘the master and mistress of the house’ t humans. Heis s \\\\\\\
. . . . . o4 3
discover that this society is ruled by horses, who a superior moral S
C
Beyond this room there were ! reaching the length of the ho \\\“
through three doors wach other, in the manner of a vista. W § . §
k= By =
room i Here the gray walked in fivst, beckoning me to LN
§ 3
OO, @ Yroady my presents for the master and mistress of the hoy i\\ ﬁ
" T #

2l

bracelets of false pearls, a small {ooking-glass, and a bead secklace. TH

"
m\\\\‘%
=
#

fimes, and § waited to hear some answers i a human voice, but [ heard

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

same dialect, only one or two a little shriller than his, I began to think t \“‘\\\\\

some person of great pote among them, because there appeared so muc “\\\\\ \\§

admittance. But, that a ynan of quality should be served all by horses \m\\

feared my brain was disturbed by my sutferings and misfortunes. 1 rou \\\\“

me in the room where | was left alone: this was furnished hike the first,

manner. | rubbed my eves often, but the same objects still occurred. I p g““‘\\\\\
£ 5

awake myself, hoping { might be i a dream. I then absolutely conclud

////
i

could be nothing else but necromancy and magic. Buot  had no time to m\
gray horse came to the door, and made me a st ow him into th . §
their haunches ug }\\i\i\;
urney, Gulliver believes that humans are superior to all o
e e horses have created an ideal society. What could this teach
® How are horses depicted in Animal Farm? Are they similar or different from .
who greet Gulliver? =
® What clues does Jonathan Swift give us in this extract to show that the ho
® \Who are the most intelligent animals in Animal Farm?
® On anallegorical level, what does this extract represent?
® Asafable, whatis the moral of this extract?
® What is the overall moral or message of Animal Farm? COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

One of the main themes i
How does Georae

ig

Ny
0‘5

Creative /Xgg
Find a modern news story which you think has a similar message or theme to Ar,

Qg

Education
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Mini Essay

Write a mini essay analysing how effectively Orwell uses form in the novel. The
the box below to help you. Remember to:

® Use small quotations from different sections of the novel.

® Lookclosely at Orwell’s use of language.

® Consider how the characters have deeper, allegorical i

rpretations.

Animal Farm embodies a number of diffe YHost notable of these i

Keywords and Phrases

allegory At the outset
Alternatively particularly po
On a simple level “his is an example of th;
beast fable

Furthermore

Firstly
satire

Looking at this from a

The use of f{z®particularly interesting here... This reminds the read
Metaphorically possibly
This is an example of At its simplest

The character of ... shows...

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 48 of 104
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Exploring Allegory
Animal Farm is an allegory. This means that the animals have deeper meanings,:

figures, but also human attributes and behaviours. How effectively does each ch
allegorical interpretation? Complete the table.

Character

Snowball

Squealer

Extension

Choose three more characters an

raph about their deeper allego

g some of the main characters and the qualities they alleg:

Level 9 Alert!

Consider how the animals embody different qualities. For example: apath:
dignity and vanity. Which animals convey which qualities? What point is Ors:

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 49 of 104
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Form — Exam-style Question

The following essay question has been started for you to illustrate the best wa
Complete the essay.

‘The characters in Animal Farm have deeper allegor
How far d ye iy

Reference to
the questi;
is succinct

/ Farm is a highly political satire, to be v
mply as a fairy tale or a simple beast fable,
allegorical representation of humanity as a who
clearly referring to a specific historical context, t

events following the Russian Revolution and Stalin
N the animals each embody qualities we can recognise
Close today.‘ . .
analysis of Flfstly, the character of Napoleon is a brutal dict
one allegorically represents all of the greed and corru
character witness in the world, from the behaviour of a scho
and how the atrocities committed by dictators such as Adolf
they are brutal treatment of the other animals, ‘slain on the spo:
allegoric Stalin’s tyranny against his own people. The sibilance
Links with and ‘spot’ creates a harsh and menacing tone, further
Orwell's this sense of evil Tt is alw
overall ideas becomes increasi raaiiised, he becomes in
about evil: ‘H whip... reflecting not only t
society s
irito Jones, but also Orwell’s overall
Lots of nanity is inherently corrupt.
small, However, hope for society is symbolised with the a
embedded | noble characters such as Boxer and Clover. Boxer all
quotations represents innocence and devotion. Through his loy
tsrfgtltgﬁgut brutal Napoleon and his unwavering dedication to t
T must work harder’; Orwell skilfully shows how
Explores the goodness can be exploited, as Boxer’s goodness is d
overall when he is no longer useful to the pigs. Orwe
message or character of Boxer to allegorically convey the ignora
nmoo\/r:Il of the masses and to suggest that we must question autho
than simply demonstrating blind obedience...
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Themes

Getting Started —
= Athemeis a central message or idea that runs throughout a text. e

&= With a partner, list as many themes in Animal Farm a

can think of in twi .
v
B &

& Thenrank the themes in order of theirimportan:
T x\\\\\\\g\\\\\\w

S
i

SRRRRRRRARRRL
I
8 B

g

i
P

&

C g "
Linking I Y

& 3

Look at the ¥.ng quotations from the novel. For each example, see how y §\\ i
<o R &

3

. L . —
Quotation How it links to a theme .
SRR

‘And what has happened to that P

. . & kS

milk which should have been & §
o

breeding up sturdy calves?’
Chapter I (pp. 4-5)

‘They were gored, kicked, .
bitten, trampled on.” Chapter S
IV (p. 31) Y

%

////
g

T

‘Snowball has done this thing? (.
Chapter VI (p. 52) -
‘Napoleon himself was e
in public ag e,
fortnight.”-
‘If you have your lower animals
to contend with... we have our
lower classes.” Chapter X
(p. 100)
Creativity Activity
Use ICT to create a class newspaper with stories and articles all relating to the tl” COPYRIGHT
the ‘Get Creative with Writing’ task at the bottom of the page.)
- PROTECTED
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Developing Ideas

Try these questions on the themes of the novel. These questions get progressive

SRR
S \

e
\s\‘““\
o

.
\\

&
\\\\* &

Basic

\\\\\\\\\\\\

conveyed here?

f—':’///?'/

3. How does Orwell convey the \\
How does Orwell -

5. Inyourla | st important theme of the novel? Why? \\\\\\\\\

Advanced ™™ A

"
m\\\\‘%
=
#

6. Towhat extent do the themes of the novel reflect Orwell’s concerns abou

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

7. Which theme is conveyed in the following quotation? ‘Twelve voices were s \\\\\\\\\\\\\
all alike. No question, now what had happened to the faces of the pigs. The § |
pig to man, and from man to pig, and from pig to man again; but already i \\\w\*\\

which.” (Chapter X, p. 102) s
Which characters most effectively convey the theme of apathy to the reade@é
Why is apathy so dangerous to a society? :

10. Religion is a theme portrayed through the character of Moses. How effectiy
in the novel?

-

\\\"“\"\\\\

%
T

////
g

11. Tyranny and the abuse of power are major themes of the novel. In your vi

G S
F
be peaceful? g \
. . . F
‘We get the society we deserve.’ Discuss this \\m\

\\\\\\\\\\
/ \w‘;@
Level 9 Alert! o
stfons into an essay. Use small, embedded quotati; \\\\\\\\\
Extension
How do the themes of the novel reflect the events of Soviet history? Discuss
novel and the historical context.
Creative Activity .
See if you can find songs that are linked in some way to the themes of the novel::
by Take That to express the theme of power! Discuss your song choices with a
chose them. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Identifying Themes

& Look at the following extract from the novel.
& What themes are conveyed by Orwell in this extract?
& Make a list and then colour the extract to highlight each theme.

1 imals were thoroughly frightened. It seemed to them as
some kind of invisible influence, pervading the air around the
with all kinds of dangers. In the evening Squealer called them
alarmed expression on his face told them that he had some seri

‘Comrades!” cried Squealer, making little nervous skips, ‘a mo
discovered. Snowball has sold himself to Frederick of Pinchfie
now plotting to attack us and take our farm away from us!

Going Further...

= How effectively does Orwell convey fear and mistrust in this extract?
® Fearis a significant theme of the novel. Why is fear an important tool of op
moments in the novel to support your answer.

Creative Activity

Workmg in groups, cre .
‘ ation. Perform your play to the class and see if othe

‘original play (1-2 pages) based on one of thi
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Analysing Themes #1

Complete the table fully. In your analysis, make sure you include small, embed
support your answer.

Characters
Theme associated with
theme

Napoleon
Squealer
Jones
The dogs Cowshed.
The zaas
‘ Napoleon uses his power to expel
g) Snowball from the farm. At the o
s Some of the animals are slain, while the
others cower in terror.
The hens are forced to give up
their eggs.
The pigs grow richer and fatter while the
other animals suffer. power cor
(0]
o
c
Q
0
>
c
0
o+
©
o
=}
©
L
Creative Acgaty: s
Produce a (¥ or | sased on one of the themes in the novel.
OR G

Write a news article based on the theme of oppression. Use Publisher and creatg
all link in some way to the themes in Animal Farm.
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Analysing Themes #2

For each theme, evaluate its overall importance in the novel. The first one has

Power is the most dominant theme in Animal Farm, as the novelis e
the animals seize control and release Manor Farm from the tyranny
begins. This time it is the pigs who seek to dominate and control the
importance of this theme, we can see that Orwe:iis showing us that
universal. The pigs symbolise a natura ire to gain power o
Orwell possibly even suggesti STt insic desire for power is
all, how can anideal <z be'tichieved if, instead of working t
to achieve ot s? Animal Farm could be considered a r;

SRR

Power

i

N :

P

&

////r?f//,

P
20 %’///////

Ambition
m\m\%

=
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Corruption

g,

H

it

b

£

\\\\\\‘&\\

\‘ 3

]
\§ \%

=

Exploitation 5
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Deception
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Evaluate which theme in the novel is the most important and why. Refer closel
moments in the novel to support your answer.
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Themes — Exam-style Question

The following essay question has been started for you to illustrate the best way
the essay.

How effectively does Orwell present t-

R AR

e of education at

tegral theme throughout the novel .
twell shows the reader that a lack of educatiog
to exploitation of the ignorant. Indeed, it is partly du
superior intellect and knowledge that the pigs begin
leadership roles: “The work of teaching and orga
others fell naturally upon the pigs... the cleverest
\ animals’. The superlative ‘cleverest’ emphasises the
theme is presented . ,
at the start of the assumed by the pigs, even during the supposedly eq
novel created immediately post rebellion. However, at this s
Napoleon seems to regard ‘teaching’ the other a
important. Later on, this ‘teaching’ takes the form of pr
which lacking their own independence of mind, the anin

Addresses
the question

Outlines how the

Insightful without much dissent: Consequently, Orwell show:
lcaonrg umaegnet ignorance is the enemy of a free and liberal society.

Significantly, it is the least educated «nd most ignoran

animals: the sheep, who t silence the othe

) ‘at this moment th their bleating... put

How Orwell the disct LW nwittingly prove to be the ene

L Uses symboois : stindly follo owing the orders of their o

£

[l uses the sheep to symbolise the ignorance of t
who fail to question what they are told by those in auth
brings to mind the famous stady carried out b
Milgram, in which participants were willing to give in;.
powerful electric shocks when they were told to by an.
figure. Orwell’s overall message is to retain our indivi
to stand up for what we believe in. In order to do this
we must be educated and articulate...
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Settings
Getting Started

Orwell uses a variety of settings in the novel. Remind yourself of the settings u

® Foreach setting - write down a quotation and one or two sentences which
that setting.

® Consider how each setting is important on a &

SRR

mbolic level.

3
W\\Q
%\
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i
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The windmill

The rural \\\\\\\“\\\\\
English

countryside
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The barn
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The cowshed
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Animal Farm
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Creative Activity
Create a Prezi presentation based on the settings of the novel: www.prezi.com
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Deeper Thinking

Orwell sets his story on a farm, which at the start of the novel is known as ‘Man
England and the setting is non-specific in terms of the time period.

Answer the following questions about setting. You can discuss the questions in
down your answers.

1. Why do you think Orwell does not specify a
2. Where is the novel set when the act!
3.  Why do you think Orwel

4. Critically evalu

irse period?

on an English farm ratherthanaR
rice ofthe quotation: ‘Mr. Jones, ofthe Mano

vl
=
Q
o
D

~9
]
—+
-
=
1)
—ny
o3}
3
oF}
wn
o3}
c
-
[®]

=X
s 1}
=
s
o0
[0
)
Q
=
<
%]
—
Q

(e}
D
w0
]
=
~+
>0
]
=
1]
<

At what transmonal point does the setting change from a utopia to a dyst
for this?

7. What would have happened if the animals had lost the Battle of the Cows

oY

Mapping

Draw a map of the key settings in the novel.

Then:
Draw a symbol to represent what happens in each place.

Write down a quotation from the novel which sums up each setting.
Write a description of what happens in each setting.

Now colour-code your map.

Green represents happiness for the
Red is a place of misery an

tions and fortunes for the animals

Orange is a plac

Read the following extracts from the novel. Find them in your copy of the nove
an analysis of how setting is used in each example.

As for the others, their life, so far as they knew, was as it had always
they slept n straw, they drank from the pool, they laboured in the fiel
the cold, and in summer by the tlies.

2. Bright will shine the fields of England,
Purer shall its waters be,

Sweeter yet shall blow its breezes
On the day that sets us free.

3. His men were idle and dishonest

o> Willh ngfnu dnd g0t S0 a? unA at the Red Lzon that he di.
The men had milked the cows in the early moming and then h
botbc ring o feed the animals. When Mr Jones gor back he immediately
sota Wltb the News of the World over his face, so that when evening c:
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Going Further...

® Find your own example of an interesting setting in the novel. Write a detail
SRR

® How is it used by Orwell to highlight the themes and ideas in Animal Farm?

s
v
e
\,‘Q-g

-
%\&\ Q\\\\
\\\\}@

\\\\\\\\\\\3

Level 9 A

1. Inyour view, how does setting link to &sund ideas inthe n

.
’4-/,//

/'

2. How does the changing setti happening on Animal 3

g

Hg

\N\\\\\N\\\\
T

3. How does Orwell |

‘iiebeauty of the setting with the horror |

i
P

&

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\

%/

#
e

b

Extract A

a) Find thé""p"aassage at the start of Chapter Vi, pp. 5455 that begins ‘It was a k
‘Starvation seemed to stare them in the face’. How effectively does Orwell
the deteriorating state of the animals?

2l

"
m\\\\‘%
=
#

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

T
#
The adjective ‘bitter’ implies b) Annotate the following passage, evaluating how e \ &
not only the coldness of the h . Is’ . . h i
winter, but also the convey the animals’ despair. Some annotations have be e
disagreeable conditions \\\\\\\\@\
suffered by the animals. It was a bitter winter. The stormy weather was follo s
Orwell perhaps draws upon . .
another meaning of ‘bitter’ sleet and snow, and then by a hard frost which did no —y
and implies that some of the . . . . Fa
animals are becoming till well mnto FebrugryI The ammgls CaFI’led on as b? : 1
resentful. The reader becomes | could with the rebuilding of the windmill, well knowi % F
frustrated that, despite this, 3 e
the animals stilfail to voice the nutsxde wnrld was watuhmg them and that the e § \
their despair. i \ §
\mx\\*
@'ﬁ
\\\\\\Q\\\\
Siill, it had been decided to build the walls three fe
this time instead of eighteen inches as before, which
collecting much larger quantities of stone. For a lon
the quarry was full of snowdrifts and nothing could b
Some progress was made in the dry frosty weathe:
followed, but it was cruel work, and the animals co
feel so hopeful about it as they had felt before. The
always cold, and usually hungry as well. Only Box COPYRIGHT
Clover pever lost heart. Squealer made excellent spee PROTECTED

the jov of service and the d:tgmt\/ of labour, but th
animals fmmd more inspiratio oxer's strength

ig
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of the potato crop had been froqted in the clamps,
had not been covered thickly enough. The potatoe:
become soft and discoloured, and only a few were
For days at a time the animals had nothing to eat b
and mangels. Starvation seemed to stare them in the
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Settings — Exam-style Question

SRR

The following essay has been started for you to illustrate the best way to achiev s

below (Chapter VHI, pp. 54-55). \\3
et

ey
& \\\\\

S

It was a bitter winter. The stormy weather W d by sleet and sn LN
' nimals carried on \\\\\\\\\\\\\

§N\\\ \k\\\\‘Q

§oE

N

H i

thick thxs time 1mtead of ezghtem mches as befme whmh meant collectin 3

"
m\\\\‘%
=
#

of stone. For a long time the quarry was full of snowdrifts and nothin

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

progress was made in the dry frosty weather that followed, but it was cru \\\\\\\\\\\
could not feel so hopeful about it as they had felt before. They were a; § %
hungry as well. Only Boxer and Clover never lost heart. Squealer mad: \\\w\\*\‘%
the joy of service and the dignity of labour, but the other animals fou -
Boxer's strength and his never-failing cry of "I will work harder!” \‘“\\\\

o k‘\\
In January food fell short. The corn ration was drastically reduced.: :

that an extra potato ration would be issued to make up for it. Then it
greater part of the potato crop had been frosted in the clamps, which: |
thickly enough. The potatoes had become soft and discoloured, and only:;

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\

%
T

5
‘Z"’/.-'/

days at a time the animals had nothing to eat but chaff and mangels. St N
them in the face. L] §
A student, having read this section o d that ‘Orwell really bringsg \\\\\\\\\\g
You really feel you are there, oxer and the other animals.’ To what \‘
statement? Anpota response below to show what techniques the; ; \\\\\\\\
then write: : -
[ would agree that, to a great extent, Orwell brings the se:
this passage. His language is economical, with few adjectiv
are used ave extremely precise. Orwell very skilfully uses t
(llustrate the decline in fortunes experienced by the anima!
‘bitter’ refers to the harsh and cold winter, but also funct,
metaphor for the cruel treatment meted out to the anim
Furthermore, ‘bitter’ implies an acrid and sour taste, sho COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

the reader that the pigs are unnecessarily tyrannical in t

towards the animals. ‘Bitter could
animals, such as Benjami
treatment, tho
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the reader empathise with their suffering and feel as rF w

experiencing it with them. The harsh consonants of ‘hard
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Ideas

SRR

Getting Started

& Pick which five of the following points you consider to most accurately repre
& For each point you have chosen, find quotations from the novel and explai

Prssnissnisniasg
e

A

i

.

. & g
view expressed. g \\
W

1. MaNkn ALLY EVIL. S

ION CAN BE A POSITIVE FORCE FOR CHAN §OF i
3. WE CAN COEXIST IN PERFECT HARMONY. o
4. T IS IMPORTANT TO OBEY AUTHORITY. \\\\\\\\\\\\\\%
B
S. WE MUST STAND UP FOR WHAT WE BELIEVE IS RIG F—
N\
6. EQUALITY IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN MERITOCRA g \

-
7. THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER LEADS TO VIOLENCE. s
8. WE MUST QUESTION OUR LEADERS. - —
9.  LOYALTY WILL ALWAYS BE REWARDED. \\\\\\
10. SOCIETY SHOULD BE RULED BY THE MOST EDUCATE §\\ g

.\ \\‘S}

RERREE
Going Further... S
& Choose one of the above points th nitloes not represent Orwell’ .
partner the reason for v \\‘\
= Whatis yqur pe : ny of the above ideas? \\\\\\\\\\\
& Doyo: ee with Orwell’s views of society? Either discuss or
. Level 9 Alert!
- Can you think of any historical events that either support or contradict O
Essay Tip!
For a high grade, it is important to look at the ideas behind a text. Why d COPYRIGHT
O Farm? What point was he making about society? PROTECTED

N N RS 4 X B NP A X NN PN B NP XB NP XD NS A XD UMD A XD MDA XD E NN DRI NDENDUXDENDUXDENDUXDEND XD

Extension

Get into groups and debate the im
are there some opinions that
convince your group

De expressed? Think about what pe

'9

Qg
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Interpreting Ideas

Look at the table below. What ideas are being expressed in each of the followi
Try to think of more than one possible meaning for each idea.

Quotation Interpretation 1

‘Weak or strong, clever or simple,
we are all brothers’
Chapterl(p. 7

protested when Napoleon
abolished the Meetings raised their
voices timidly, but they were
promptly silenced by a tremendous
growling from the dogs.’
Chapter VI (p. 47)

‘It is no longer needed, comrade,’
said Squealer stiffly. ““Beasts of
England” was the song of
the Rebellion.’

Chapter Vil (p. 65)

‘And for a little while they halted in
sorrowful silence at the place where
the windmill once stood. Yesit

‘Meanwhile life was hard.
The winter was as cold as the last
one had been, and food was
even shorter.’

Chapter IX (p. 81)

‘Yes, a violent quarrel was in
progress. There were shoutings,
bangings on the table, sharp
suspicious glances, furious denials.’

Chapter X (p. 102)

Creative Activity.

his could be done in groups or individually.

er to create your own film/soundtrack to illustrate the it
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Close Reading

Read the following passage from Chapter V and answer the questions below ab

‘Bravery is not enough,’ said Squealer. ‘Loyalty and obedience are m
Battle of the Cowshed, I believe the time will come when we shall fin

right’, in addition to his private motto of ‘T will work harder.’

What idea does Squealer convey to the reader when he states that ‘Bravery;

What is Squealer actually demanding from the animals here?
What do you think Orwell’s view is of ‘loyalty and obedience’ at all costs? E
What does the phrase ‘iron discipline’ suggest? Think carefully about the ¢

A

How is the threat of Jones used to silence the animals? Does this ever reoc

the novel?

6. Look atthe short sentence: ‘Once again this argument was unanswerable.’
convey here?

7. How does Orwell use false logic in the line: ‘Certamly thesanimals did not w

debates on Sunday mornings was liable to brin

arm was a book in wh
&', What do you think this mean

8. In his essay ‘Why | Write’, Orwell wrote
purpose and artistic purpose i

well fuses together the artistic and the poli

How effectively da
‘ /es to support your points.

Level 9 Alert!

Choose another passage from the novel which you think expresses Orwell’s id

Either: write a detailed analysis of how Orwell’s ideas are expressed in your c
Or: With a partner, each choose a different passage and write five challenging
selected extracts. Then see if you can tackle each other’s questions.
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Ideas and Context

Many of Orwell’s key ideas are linked to political, historical or philosophical -

& Foreach keyword, write out a definition, using your own research to help ys

& Next, write an analysis of how each idea is portrayed in the novel. Use sm
your analysis.

Keyword

Capitaliqm

Meritocracy

Hierarchy

Marxism

Equality
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Authorial Intent

Look at the following extract from Orwell’s preface to the novel.

Discuss or write answers to the following questions. When writing answers, don:}
support your answers. -

2.  What does free speech mean to you?
Should there be limits to freedom of speech?
What does the quotation from Voltaire 'l detest what you say; | will defen
it mean?
5. Towhat extent is propaganda the enemy of f fer to the novelto :
6. Why do you think that Orwell sugge: ¥ te liberty’ can never be |
7. Readfrom 'He announced that decree of Comrade Napoleon.
longer any purpose’ i ow are the animals’ freedoms being s
8. and censorship used throughout the novel?
Extension

But now to come back to this book of mine. The reaction towards it
will be quite simple: 'It oughtn't to have been published'...

The issue involved here is quite a simple one:, opinion, how
foolish, even — entitled to a hearing? P
that he ought to say 'Yes'..

demanding absolute [ bm“

liberty G ¥, without a doubt has been one of the dzstmguzshzng ma
means anything at all, it means that everyone shall have the right t
believes to be the truth, provided only that it does not harm the rest
unmistakable way.

Critics of Orwell felt that the attack on Stalin’s regime was too controvers

never have been published. Is it important to speak the truth, even if it chaliy

Think about the questions below. How do they relate to Animal Farm and to Oné:
Canyou find out about any other writers who express similar views to Orwé:

0.

10.
11.

and freedom of speech?

How has freedom of speech become a controversial topic in the age of Facé

How has the distinction between our public and private lives been altered

Creative Activity

Imagine that a new head teacher has joined your school and has started chang
without consulting anyone else. in groups, role-play the mo
teacher and argue that everyone should have a say.

mentin which the
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Ideas — Exam-style Question

The following essay question has been started for you to illustrate the best way
Complete the essay.

How does Orwell convey his id t humanity in A

rather bleak view of humani
rm. Although the story is centred o
5, the antmals have human characteristics an
‘10 expose human failings. Ultimately Orwell’s centra
is that power corrupts. We see this in the gradual det
of life on the farm, following the initial optimism follc:
rebellion.
Orwell’s view of humanity is particularly interesti
. only does he satirise the leaders, such as Napoleo
understanding )
of the symbolic unquestionably greedy and power hungry - he alsa
significance of those who do not challenge such behaviour. Anima
the characters Mollie only think of themselves: ‘Will there still be s
the rebellion?” Mollie symbolises those humans
\ incapable of thinking of others - traits we can p
recognise in others ~ or even, ourselves! Orwell’s no
a straightforward satire of Stalin’s rule; he also exte
present his ideas about hu a whole. As hu:
inherently selfish : icty envisaged by Maj
or strong mple, we are all brothers’
well shows that the ‘strong’ will exploit
¢ ‘clever’ will take advantage of the ignoranc
who are more ‘simple’. The reader will be frus
Orwell’s depiction of humanity here, as the char
Animal Farm continually allow themselves to be
remaining ‘silent and terrified’.

Effective
opening

Show a wider

: Q. Whatisthe significance of the title Animal Farm
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Interpretations and Critical R

Considering Interpretations

Look at the following images. What do they represent and how could they link tg
Orwell’s novel?

erpretation

in your interpretations:

Utopia

Morality tale
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Deeper Thinking

Discuss and write answers for each of the questions below.

Basic

1.  Whatrole does religion play in the novel? To what ex
of organised religion?

2. ‘Although the text is based around the
Do you agree?

3. How does Orwell

own resezash

Advanced

5. If Animal Farm is really a study of humanity, why do you think Orwell uses

6. Research the historical, social and political context of when Orwell wrote thg

novel have been interpreted then? Is it interpreted differently by readers to

7. Find out about the medieval miracle and morality plays which existed to t
morally. Could Animal Farm be interpreted as a moral fable?

8. 'Napoleonis not a wholly evil character. Although Orwell depicts him as a

human characteristics that we all possess to some degree.’ To what extent &

this interpretation of Napoleon?

9. How can the character of Moses be interpreted? Think about the words of k.

of the people’. What is your view?
10. How do you interpret the collapse of the wind

Extension

Animal Farm is widel
never direcig

$'a critique of Stalin’s oppressive regime. H
e narrative to make his criticism more explicit?

:does it symbolise?:

Level 9 Alert!

Turn one of these questions into an essay. Use small, embedded quotatio:

Analysing Critical Reviews

Read the following essay: https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/a/animal-fas:

revolution

How effectively do you think Orwell has conveyed the events of the Russian R

can appreciate Animal Farm as a literary text without con5|dermg the history up

critical essay you have read and quote from it in your an

Creative Activity
Imagine that you are a dlrect
emphasise one parti

n production of Animal Farm. Produ
on of the novel.
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Linking Interpretations

Read the poem ‘Not My Business’ by Niyi Osundare. Osundare is a Nigerian po
oppressive regime. Due to copyright infringement, we cannot reproduce the p
find a copy here: http://afrilingual.wordpress.com/2011/06/0g9/not-my-busine:

SRR

S
~t\§“
o
S
S

o
.

Can you find links between it and Animal Farm?

&
S AR
£ &

e =

SRR
\ R

.

usiness’ by Niyi Osundare
§oF 3
hey p'tcked Al'<anni up one morning \\\\x\\\\
Beat him soft like clay . %
F
3

m\\\\‘%
=
w

The jeep was waiting on my bewildered lawn I

Waiting, waiting in its usual silence. \\\\\\\\x\\\\\\
g i
o —
Use the following prompts to help you. \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
Are things aly
How could this relate to business? Shouls \\\“‘\\\\
. . . B i
Orwell's views in Animal Farm? stand up for wh i 3

FE

g

in?

\xx\\“‘*‘\\\
kS

R
T

e

L

How could this lir! How doesthe u

in the poe T
e Napoleon’s tre m\@\\*“‘
the poet criticising? animals in An \\
. Level 9 Alert! .
Write a comparison of how the writers portray their concerns about tyranny af
and Animal Farm. =
Responding to Critical Reviews .
Read the following statements from reviews of Animal Farm. Write a paragraph: COPYRIGHT
whether you agree or disagree with the reviewer. PROTECTED

1. 'The book puzzled and saddened me. It seemed on

'9

. whie s trying to make.’ Shauna Dalton, 2021, https://ps
py-george-orwell/

Qg

Education

3. 'Yet, this novel goes beyond addressing the Russian Revolution, it speaks
will ever be. It suggests an uprising is futile, that things will remain how th
getting better nor worse. All simply remains constant.” Cara, 2014, https:/
books-sitef2014/sep/oyireview-animal-farm-george-orwell
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Utopia vs Dystopia :
a) How does Orwell create a tension between utopia and dystopia in Animal F
® What s a utopia? .
® Whatis a dystopia?

SRR
\\\\\\\\\
&
.{.\3*”
i

i
S @\\\\\

Look at the following list of features for a utopian no

correct column. S &
1. Portrays anideal world. T
:
2. Anightmare society. Y
3. Oftensetinthefi SR
., W B B
. sters or wars. Y
\{\\ \
g H
7. All goods are shared equally among citizens. 8
W\\E
. S =
th()[)la 2 TR
5 R
T
LYY |
\\\}\m\\\\
T
b) Next, complete the table. -
. Utopia or
Key event in the novel . e
dystopia? Y

T
i

5
&,

""//////

Old Major gives an emotive
speech to the animals in which he
imagines a society free from

\\\\\\‘&\\

/5?/‘,(/4?

hunger and the whip. }\\\\i\:\\
Snowballeges \\\\\\\\
The animals produce a great
harvest and it is shared among
them.
Napoleon publically slays the
COPYRIGHT

animals he accuses of being
‘traitors’.

PROTECTED

Boxer becomes too weak to work
and is sold to the knacker's

'9
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%3 “(\x

Creative Acuvm

Act out a story based around the idea of a utopia, or an ideal society.
OR
Act out a story which is based around a dystopian nightmare world.
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Interpretations and Critical Reviews — Exam

The following essay question has been started for you to illustrate the best wa
essay. Please note ~ this question is extremely challenging. Try it if you dare!

“Major at the outset and the night
n-the pigs’ tyranny. At the outset, immediately
the farm does seem to be the perfect utopia the
Major’s dream of a world of “perfect unity’ seems t

The animals rejoice in their surroundings, dept

Orwell: “The animals rushed to the top of it and

e ~ the clear morning light’. The morning immediately

Focus on a symbolic dawn as well as a literal one, as the
Orwellsuse of | _,, optimism and the dawn of a new, equal future.

symbolism; conveys the animals’ excitement and their joy in
Level 9 students . .

appear to have created. The morning is symbolic

will try to explore . ) L
alternative the animals’ existence — a future filled with light a

interpretations the animals are portrayed as one unit, acting 1n p
\- J being singled out individually. This is a way of
close bond between them.
¢verly creates tension as the n
N opia is distorted and corrupted. It is
Focus on thutll:

nimediately following the brutal executions, the fa
beautiful than ever before: “The grass and the burst

of the nove ) )

how it by the level rays of the sun’. The verb ‘bursting’ co
transforms from but while the farm flourishes, the animals’ hopes
autopiato a destroyed. This beautiful scene only serves to emp

dystopia the animals’ dream and the nightmare world they n
. , '
of terror and slaughter’ have destroyed the anima
future and instead they inhabit a world in which ev
wiped out...

J
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STUDENT'S GLOSS

SRR
Below is a list of the challenging vocabulary used throughout this resource. \\\\\\1\
Allegory This is a story that has a deeper, symbolic meaning. ‘*\\
Y In the context of the novel, this i osophy about a & \\‘\
Animalism . LW
freedom and equalit gy
Anthropomorphism | Giving animals h \\ i
Apathetic . gy
Aphorism ion that has some truth. - BE
Authoritag . vpursuit of absolute obedience at the expense of indi Y
Barbaric Cruel and violent treatment. g |
Beast fab Ie A short story with a moral that uses animal characters \A % ;
qualities, e.g. feelings or motives. o B
Bleak Miserable, depressing. em—
Capitalism A society in which wealth is owned by private individuals \\“\\\\\
Catalyst A force which brings about a change. O
Cyclical A type of structure that begins and ends in the same wa\ \\“\“\\
Deterioration Becoming more negative over time. 5 \\
Devious Sneaky and sly. Pram
Dictator A ruler who has total control. -
Dystopia A nightmare world. \\\\\\\\\
Equality Fair and just. Everyone has the same rights. g |
Fable A fairy tale with a moral message. B4
Fallacy A mistake. : gm‘\\
. The pursuit of pleasure in al ; for example, ey 5§
Hedonism expensive clothes }\\\\i\‘:\\
Hierarchy An unequal sor! ch’some are more important th 5
Idealistic perhaps unrealistic view. \\‘
Ignorance tanding. \\\\\\\*\\\
Injustice ir treatment
llliterate @ | Unable to read or write.
Imperative | A verb which gives an instruction.
Innate Comes from within. =
ronic When there is a difference between what is said and whi
when the readers know something that the characters ¢
Juxtaposition Putting together contrasting ideas. -
Litotes Ironic understatement.
Malevolent Evil.
Manifesto A deFIarat!on of a person, a group or a political party’s a;
published in paper form and distributed. COPYRIGHT
Marxism A political movement based on the concept of everyone : PROTECTED
the labour. _ o
Meritocratic A society in which people can st n their own mergi
Myopia A limited, restncted view -
Nefarious Wicked or cri ;;
Obedience Followi :Joing as you are told. i
Oppression - 0 power exploit the weaker. - 9
Optimistig 1g a positive view of the world. Qg |
Pathos “When a writer creates sympathy for a character. : \
Pessimistic™ Having a bleak, negative view. EdUCQ’tiOﬂ '
Pivotal point A turning point.
Propaganda ‘Fake news’ — biased and misleading information.
Rebellion Fighting against something.
Revolution Overturning the rule and creating a new society.
Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 73 of 104




Rhetoric The use of persuasive techniques in speech.
Sati The use of humour, irony, exaggeration or ridicule to ex
atire -
and stupidity.
Submissive Easily controlled.
Theme A central idea within a text.
Totalitarian A type of rule which establishes total control.
Tyrant A cruel ruler.
Utopia A perfect society.
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READING LIST
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N =] 5
Suggested Books . &
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SRR
Lord of the Flies = \\\\\\\\
. . . & B
His Dark Materials trilogy .............ccccouiiiiceinoiiiiinnseeccenns i\ H
Brotherin the Land...........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiii e S—
. . ey \\
DiVEIGeNT SEIIES ... - e
. i JF—
Children of the DUST...........ccccuiiiiiiiiii e
A'STAlE oo S
The Handmaid’s Tale . & \\
H Y
Z for Zachariah §\\ |
B

Numbers series . m\\\

Fahrenheit 451 .cocc.ooocvivccciriiinicoiieciri B s § §

Lorien Legacies. ...l 8058 S8, -

When I Was JOe....... i i it T
% SPATKINOTES ..t

The Free Dictionary ........ccocvieeiiiiniin i hts

WIKIPEAIA .vvovveeo s

BIiOgraphy ..o

Animal FArm (1999)....cocuueeieeeiie ettt

This adaptation of Orwell's classic novel tells the story through a character calks
as our narrator. Students could consider how having a partisan narrator chang::

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

DOCUMENTAIY ..o www. ki

Z Critical Essays
https:/fwww.bl.uk/2oth-cent

https://fwww.eno

cles/an-introduction-t=

'9
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https://paperlanternslit.com/review-animal-farm-by-george-orwe
https:/fwww.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2014/sep/o7/ry
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ANSWERS

Pre-reading Activities

Animal Farm is based on the idea of rebellion.
1.

Animal Farm - historical context
In order to fully appreciate the novel, it is vital to gain an understanding of the historical;

Go to www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/poow6z7z and watch the clip on Animal Farm and i
questions asked here can all be found chronologically in the linked clip. :

What do you think ‘rebellion’ means?
This can be worded in a variety of ways
against a more powerful author!
a much narrower sense

uld shovv understanding t
'ed in the sense of resistance agamsté
ebel against parental authority.

ple of a rebellion based on your knowledge of history, pa
@ ended task and students can select from a number of examples. Re
Square prd'est during the Arab Spring in Egypt. Some students may draw upon h
protests against the Vietnam War. This could lead to some fruitful discussions of t§

Can rebellion ever be justified? In which circumstances?
The previous question should lead nicely on to this one. Students should see that tf
political corruption which have been challenged and they should demonstrate un
rebellion to occur.

What do you think the problems of a rebellion might be?
Students should consider the difficulties involved when an authority is challenged &
regime or country. This can lead to a deterioration in circumstances even if the reb;
Consequently, those with negative intentions can take advantage and exploit the ¢
Furthermore, morality is sometimes unclear. People might rebel for the wrong re
what they want to achieve and this could lead to in- ﬂghtmg and further division.
answers and the teacher can use probing questions t, pupils to really cg

Write a list of five ways in which yo!
school could create a more

e improved. Think about

ment for every student. Give areaso
& school, but students should be rewarded fo
provide evidence to support these ideas. For example
icult to access the canteen via the steps and have to go the long:
Fa ramp for easier access.’

needs of

Get into a group of four students and share your ideas for improving the school..
Again this is an open ended task and students will come up with a range of ideas, b
choices with reasoned arguments and evidence.
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During-reading Activities

Major’s Speech
Getting Started
®  How does this event foreshadow what is to come?
The animals do rebel and Major’s speech is the catalyst for this. lronically, some o
befall the animals under the humans do happen, but under the rule of the pigs—e
slaughterer for glue.

SRR

\\\\\\\\\

e
.§§'
.

i
S @\\\\\

T e

¢  How does Orwell give us hints about th éach animal in this part; \\\\\\\\\\\§
E

Students may comment on the wa \\\@

¥ & §

P

G
i A%///////

for exam'® For Major's dream to come true, all of the animals would have to wo

W\\%
¢ Major's speech presents us with an idealistic vision of equality. In your view, is t .
Open-ended — personal response. Students should discuss the power struggles tha
equality requires people to cast aside self-interest and focus on the good of the grg

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

N I
\\\\\\\O‘
Linguistic Devices e
uotation Purpose Effectivenesg \\\‘*‘\
Q p N ;-
‘But is this simply part of | Major asks a rhetorical question. This suggests that | Makes the
the order of Nature?’ the answer should already be obvious to the other anticipation

(p-4)

animals, prompting them to agree with him.

his solution =

‘I do not think, comrades,
that | shall be with you for
many months longer.’

Evokes sympathy and makes the audience more
likely to listen to him. Use of ‘comrades’ has
connotations to the Soviet Union and pl

Very effectiv -
Straightfor
statement

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\

%
i

#
o
g,

y

\\\\\\‘&\\

/5?/‘,(/4?
K

(p.3) as an ally to the listeners. \
gt
‘You young porkers... ) ) r . s
every one of you wil Visceral imagery us naupset the Imagery is \\\\\\\\\\
scream vour lives out on hsteners T will make them more slightly hum \\Q
the bloci within a year ins of Major’s into action to natural/eve o
lives out’ is pg i &
(p.5) : ey,

‘Weak or str!
simple, we arXig®
brothers.” {p. 7}

Effective at t§
from helplesés
strength thegs

Creates a sense of unity. Use of ‘we’ positions Major
as part of the group rather than separate.

The Rebellion
Getting Started

e What is the catalyst for the rebellion of the animals against Jones’ rule?
Old Major’s dream and the powerful rhetoric of his speech gives the animals the vig

¢ Does Orwell wish us to see the rebellion as a positive step for the animals? Whyé
This is an open-ended question — but students may see that, initially, the rebellion &
be released from the neglectful rule of Jones. Itis only later that problems begin to:;

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

satirises religion.

e Howdothe Seven Commat
The Seven Comm 5
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This is ah open -ended question and students shou!d be expected to respond thou
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Character Development

The following are example responses:

Time Quotation

‘Quicker in speech and inventive' (p. 10) Immediately puts Snowball i
Napoleon. Makes him seem
good speaker. ‘Inventive’ is
m seem like he'll be:

Before

“sauthority and a no-no:
ction against the humans
this trend.

.. threw onto the fire the ribbons which the
After horses manes had usually been decores;
{p- 14)

Extension

An open-en: - thatasks for personal responses. Students should consider what th;
novel and us:y \ owledge of literary trends to generate ideas for what might come:
Milk and Apples
Getting Started
The following is an example response. Students should give personal responses support;
*  What do the animals do to improve their lives after the Rebellion? :
They have more food, which they share evenly among themselves and are all grate:
‘leisure’, especially as Boxer has such a large role to play in the fields, which other &

Discussing Characters

Students may consider any of the named characters, as they all have their roles in the n¢
with a purpose. An example response has been given.

The Battle of the Cowshed

*  What does Snowball’s role in this battle signify about !:
Snowball is determined and courageous, and ge :
shirk from his responsibilities and doe

Napoleon is not descr!

Orwell n&ds to show;ust how much the animals struggie to achieve thelrfreedon'%
even more poignant. i

e How does Boxer's attitude to violence differ from Snowball’s and why is this rei:
Boxer is afraid of violence and does not want to harm any other individual, human 3
his strength, Boxer is reluctant to hurt others. f:

e  This moment of the novel should demonstrate the unity and commitment of th
divisions developing between them?
We can clearly see that Napoleon and Squealer are not prepared to join in the batt:
orders, while other animals suffer.

e Snowball suggests that all animals should be prepared 2 for Animal Farm
for your beliefs?

This is an open-ended question and student

t0 respond thoughtfully,

The Windmill
Getting Started

sonal responses from the students, supported by evidence f;
S8 the windmill when answering, and think about what has been reve
building and ags ruction of the windmill. How has the status quo of the farm changed? ::
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Leadership

An example response has been given. Students might also consider their language choié;
actions they take, such as Snowball being steadfast in his plans to actively improve the
the idea then suddenly changing his mind.

Extension

How do his speech::
er animals to see hi;

Students should consider Squealer’s role throughout the stor
Snowball’s and Napoleon's? Why is he so good at pers
provided to prompt discussion and ideas on

The Executions
Getting Started

tions, students should consider the role of propaganda an
paralleling in W Farm. They might also consider the role of fear, as well as the devel;
deterioration o the farm and the atmosphere within it.

Level g Activity and Extension

Quotation Technique Evaluate &

Orwell effectively conveys the animals’ sho
use of precise verb choices. ‘Huddled’ sugge
comfort, particularly as they gather around
role of protector and nurturer throughout t
The verb choice: protect the animals from the horrors they a
‘huddled’ saddened by Orwell’s use of the negative p
Negative language: even after all they have witnessed, the anim
‘not speaking’ the tyranny of the pigs. Their lack of ability
theme of education. Without education, th
status quo and the pigs are free to continue
helplessness of the arimals makes thisan e

‘The animals huddled
about Clover, not
speaking.” (p. 63)

sense of pathos. Clover
pening to her and the other animals,
hillside, ironically, at the beautiful farm
This again emphasises the gap between th

'As Clover looked down
the hillside her eyes filled
with tears.’ (pp. 63-64)

Orwell draws the reader’s attentiontoan o
animals’ inability to voice what is happenin
awareness means that the animals are easi
pigs. Orwell sees language as a tool for po
use language to express their thoughts.

iie conditional word
'if tells the reader that
Clover is unable to

her thoughts p 64) voice herthoughts

The use of the second-person pronoun, ‘yo
involved in the horror that the animals hav
‘You had to watch your | Emotive language emphasises that there was no escape from
comrades torn to pieces.” | Imperatives animals are beginning to recognise that som;
(p- 64) emphasises that the animals were an equal ¢
been ‘torn to pieces’.

Boxer's Death
Getting Started

®  What methods does Orwell use to create sympathy for Bax.r leading up to his &
Boxer's complete trust in the pigs is incredibly poiane ticirony is used, w

X Rhat all of the animals are convinced by Squealer’s propaganda re
Certamly Benjamm is fully aware of what happened to Boxer. Clover is increasingly:
herself to be at least partly convinced by the pigs’ explanation.
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e  Would the animals have reacted differently if this event had happened at the b
the rebellion?
Yes — this has been a gradual process of manipulation. The animals would have beé
happening to them before they had been worn down by propaganda.

e What parallels can you draw between the killing of Boxer and the deterioration |
Boxer's death shows that the pigs will stop at nothing and i ks a turning point..3
you are no longer useful to the regime you will be disc =

Detail Detective

Look at the foliowmg key detanle {
manipulating the anim
explain why it

events in the novel. Each one repr
from subtle manipulation to shocking and vic

i i, p. 10
The ironic use of the adserb ‘naturally’ The manipulation is becoming more obvious
shows how easily the pigs assume their roles | here. The pigs are easily able to convince the
as leaders. This is an important moment, other animals that their motives for drinking
because, although the pigs are still the milk and eating the apples are truly
apparently working for the good of all the | altruistic. This foreshadows the more sinister
animals, they are starting to separate manipulation later on.

themselves out as leaders.

CHAPTERVII, p. 62
The animals might have been expected to CHAPTER VIII, pp.78-79
speak out at this obvious and blatant Up until this point, the animals could still

brutality. Yet they remain completely silent, | have taken solace in the fact that they may
showing that they have lost all power and still enjoy a peaceful retirement. Now even
are completely terrified. The pigs are now that has been taken away from them. The

openly sfaying their fellow animals and the pigs’ greed has grown out of control.
tyranny has reached a peak.

The End
Getting Started

rom students, who should consider the rest%

These questions ask for person
nsider the novel's allegories and parallels as wel:

culminated in the fina!

Example key phrases have been provided to guide student responses. Key elements to ¢
been provided. An example statement would be:

‘In my opinion, the executions were impactful because up until then one of the mantra
decree that “No animal must ever kill any other animal” (p. 7). This was the first time a
the novel, which | wasn’t expecting to happen.’

Summary Activities

EVENT: The animals reap their first harvest on animal farm...

Level 6

Orwell establishes the new farm as a successful one: ‘the work of the farm went like cl
will be positive for the animals. The reader feels hopeful that with the animals working i
rewards of the harvest. =

Level 7
Orwell’s use of the phrase ‘like clockwor
perfect harmony. The reader fe
animals are working in ur;

implies that the animals are &
out the future of Animal Farm — the nou
i a precisely defined role. :

Level 8/g
This moment e novel establishes a clear mood of hope and optimism for the future
Jones, the amma!s are harmoniously working together to harvest the crops. Furthermor;
‘the work of the farm went like clockwork’ gives a sense of harmony and unity. However:
Farm may leave the reader questioning whether this mood of optimism can continue in¢
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EVENT: ‘The Battle of the Cowshed...’
Level 6

The Battle of the Cowshed is the moment in which the animals fight for the ideals of An
are consolidating the power of the pigs by removing the human threat. Snowball is dist
Class’, showing his strength and integrity.

Level 7
During this battle, Snowball is distinguished as ‘Animal Her,
integrity, as he truly stands by his belief that all anime
battle consolidates the power of the pi
as they have all worked so hard foy

1

ass’, showing not o
e prepared to die for A
¢iid human threat. It ensures the
t they will support it no matter wha

Level 8/9
The Battle o ) d is a significant turning point and also a structural marker by
Farm can be i\ Fed. Snowball is distinguished as ‘Animat Hero, First Class’, showing

He truly beheves that all animals should be *prepared to die’ for Animal Farm, and unlik
preaches. However, later on Napoleon completely discredits Snowball and denies his pis;
ability to lie and to manipulate the other animals. Ironically, the battle secures Napoleo
animals have simply put their lives on the line for another tyrannical leader. Orwell is cle
leadership here and showing how idealistic values can be easily corrupted.

EVENT: ‘Snowball is driven out of Animal Farm...’

Level 6

Snowball is scapegoated by Napoleon — with his name ‘snowball’ symbolically suggesti
scapegoats in the future. Though a pig, Snowball was brave and caring, and now the an
Napoleon. Snowball genuinely cared for improving the ‘minds’ of the other animals, an
will know no bounds.

Level 7
Napoleon's ‘expulsion’ of Snowball indicates that he wi
superior intellect and care for the other animals
a sequence of events which spiral ou
come.

cal leader. He wish :
threat to him and his autt:
ing that the scapegoating of Sno

Level 8/g
As a tyrannic yoritarian leader, Napoleon wishes to eradicate his rivals. His ruthles
Snowball fron™e farm shows that he is truly a pig to be feared. The 'snowball effect’s
of many more scapegoats to come. Structurally, this event occurs before the execution
scapegoats and suffer Napoleon’s tyranny.

EVENT: ‘The animals work like slaves...’
Level 6

The noun ‘slaves’ implies that the animals are being exploited, even though they still beli
for the good of the farm.

Level 7
While the noun ‘slaves’ implies that the animals are being exploited, ironically they beli
for the good of the farm. Orwell’s language shows the reader the reality of the situation

Level 8-9
While the noun 'slaves’ implies that the anim
entirely for the good of Animal Farm. Qs
truly under the contro! of the pi

sy ited, ironically they beli
ichoice indicates the reality of the si
oiting their labour for their own benefit.
tmny The comparative adverb *harder’ adds a sen

Level 6/7
The horrific bloodshed of the animals during the execution leaves the animals in a state
now completely unable to question the authority of the pigs due to fear of violence.
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Level 8/9

The executions mark a peak of the tyranny of the pigs. Any thoughts of rebellion are ¢
of violence. The bewildered reaction of the animals creates a sense of pathos, as they a
they have been treated. Their innocence and bewilderment and the pigs’ blatant defiant
shall kill any other animal’ (p. 17) leaves them utterly helpless.

EVENT: ‘Boxer dies...”
Level 7/9

The death of Boxer, the most loyal animal on the f
comfortable retirement, Boxer is sold t
that the pigs will dispose of even tk;
thoroughly shocking and

nt of great pathos on A
5 witen he is too old to benefit the pi
kers once they outlive their usefuln
in using the proceeds to buy a crate of whisky

After-reading Activities

Characters
Getting Started

&
Description ‘ Charactery
Naive, earnest and simple-minded, with a strong work ethic. This character lacks the 5:

. . . . . . . Boxer
clarity of mind and intelligence to see oppression for what it really is. X

Bitter, cynical, yet rather passive. This character sees the reality, but his
pessimistic attitude means that he fails to challenge the pigs until it is too late. Benjamin
He sees resistance as futile.

Vain, simple-minded and rather foolish. This character likes pretty things and

. . . : Molli
cares little for politics, even if others are suffering. otie

A cruel and brutal dictator, whose regime mirrors that of Stalin following
Russian Revolution, this character manipulates those around hi
nothing to satisfy his needs. His behaviour is remarkably s
whom he once held in contempt.

Napoleon

iguicals of the revolution,
its optimism, but is bullied, Snowball
eavrom the farm and made into a scapegoat.

A character who seems to genuinely
Intelligent and full of new schs
undermined andg

This charact gicie for propaganda. He seems ta be able to convince the
other animals\e#®he truth is actually a lie, until they doubt their own minds. Squealer
He helps Napoleon to rewrite history in order to suit the pigs’ own agenda.

A kind-hearted and motherly horse, this character tries to protect and comfort
the other animals in their times of sorrow. She is loyal and obedient, with
unquestioning loyalty to Animal Farm. She cannot articulate her anxieties and so
lacks any power to change the world around her.

Clover

A neglectful drunk and an inadequate farmer, this character’s actions provide the
final catalyst for revolution.

Jones

Discussion

These are open-ended tasks asking for personal responses from students.

Character Analysis

Napoleon
®  Howis Napoleon first presented tn.:
‘pre-eminent among the p
which Napo!eon i

e At what point does Napoleon establish his authority and why is he never chall
‘Never mind the milk, comrades...That will be attended to.’ (p. 18) - following th
keen to have a share of the milk. Napoleon does not share the milk, but dismisses
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Snowball

Old Major

gives him an air of officialdom. The animals are both trusting and gullible and so d
course choose any other moment from early in the novel as long as their explanati

In Chapter IV, how does Orwell show the reader that Napoleon is ineffective in
Napoleon is simply absent from the battle and is not mentioned, showing that he
without him.

and Napoleoniin
etter, while Napoleo
ing his own life better.

How does Orwell portray the polarised attitudes of
Snowball is full of schemes that will make the an
(p. 35) showing that Napoleon’s interes '

Chapter X: *'majestically upright... with
onvey Napoleon’s absolute supremacy here? Why d
within its own paragraph?

\.A-d fook at the adverb ‘majestically’ and the connotations of royalty t
supremacy “The line *He carried a whip’ is isolated because it is a shocking revelati
cruelty and punishment, and the animals associate it with the earlier days of Jones
he is more and more human-like and willing to inflict violence as a method of cont

Look at the descripticn

Orwell gives great detail about Napoleon’s actions throughout the novel, but|
feelings and motives. Why, and what is the effect on the reader?

This is an open-ended question — but students should be aware that Napoleon is n
empathise with and the story is much more poignant because of the empathy we
Clover. Napoleon’s detachment emphasises his tyranny. The reader is left to infer
the fact that these motives are obvious to us, as readers, but not to the animals w

How is Snowball shown to be an intelligent animal?
Open-ended - students could look at Snowball's schemes, whizh require careful pl

‘nake him a greaterth

Snowball distinguishes himself in battle. How
; $#0U1d make him a clear threat, a

Snowball’s courage is an admirable g
him more than his rival, Napote

How does f‘rwe snowball is an idealist in Chapter ill, and how doe

giises committees and teaches the animals to read and write in Chap;
that all o™ie animals should have a say and share in the successes of Animal Farm:
windmill are, again, ali about making fife better for all the animals, showing his ide

What is the symbolic significance of Snowball’s expulsion from the farm and wks
impact?
Snowball’s expulsion symbolises the death of idealism. From this point on, there w:
planning to make life better for the other animals. The pigs will follow Napoleon’s
only for themselves.

‘Snowball is full of grand schemes and ideas that never come to fruition. Napol
nonetheless a more effective one.’ To what extent would you agree or disagre
This is an open-ended question which should invite a range of evidence based and

In history, who does Old Major represent?
Old Major represents Karl Marx~he h
who does not see his vision fi:

$¥phy and vision that inspires An

in Chapter | foreshadow what actually happens?
itics that Old Major imagines being inflicted by humans are inflicte
& his fellow animals!

Is Old Major’s dream ever achievable?
This is an open-ended question — students should show the ability to come up with a
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Squealer

e  Whatis meant by the quotation which starts that Squealer ‘can turn black int
in history and politics?
Squealer has the ability to convince us that the impossible is true. Students may o
second part of the question.

e  What are the connotations of Squealer’s name?
How does Orwell make him appear to be such a thoroughly unpleasant character
Squealer connotes ‘squeal’, which is an unpleasant, high-pitched sound. It conveys:
‘sounds’ that convince the other animals to acquiesce to Napoleon’s dictatorship

Boxer

e  Why is Boxer an important character? :
Boxer is an incredibly loyal charactea’ a 18is treated shows that no one ¢:
Napoleon, no matter how ha ked to support the regime. -

[ ]
This quotatlon shows what a p:votal role Boxer has played in establishing Animal F;
selflessly. For him to be discarded so cruelly is saddening.

¢  Why do you think Boxer remains loyal to Animal Farm?
Boxer’s stupidity makes him particularly innocent and trusting. He is easily convin
genuinely believes that the pigs are working for the good of all the animals.

e Doesthe ill treatment of Boxer have a deeper, allegorical meaning? How do wi
to work? What point is Orwell making?
Orwell is suggesting that the sick and elderly should be cared for. Like Boxer, the
support the society they live in and when the time comes, they should be looked
defined in how it treats the weakest and most vulnerable citi

Clover

e  Why is Clover such a sympatheti
Clover is the most motherly '

[ ]

e Asone of the most empathic animals, you might expect Clover to challenge t

Would Animal Farm have been different if Old Major had lived? Does his death ha
This is an open-ended task — but students could consider that Old Major’s death fo#
doomed to failure from the outset.

Research famous political speeches from history to the present day. What rhe
Major in his speech?

Students can look at a range of political speeches here - Ob
post-g11, etc. They should be able to both identify and

's inauguration spe

How does Squealer manipulats
Squealer is able to de

¥ v0 gain power for the pigs?

‘never happened in graphic detail, so that th
rdme the pigs’ actions in the most positive light and th
appening to them. Through Squealer, Orwell shows the abil

Why is Squealer so pivotal to the maintenance of Napoleon’s control of Anim
Squealer allows Napoleon to gain power by using his skill with rhetoric to cover u
Consequently, the animals do not question anything until it is too late.

animals suffering. Why doesn’t she?
Clover is ignorant about what is happening until it is too late. She fails to recognis

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 84 of 104

SRR

& s
S
\\\\\\\\\\\\‘
g 8
&
et

\\\\
§
®

o
e

e

i,
. /
Dt

2l

"
m\\\\‘%
=
#

TRRRARRRARRRRRE

-

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\

ﬁ¥2227
i

#
o
g,

\Q'SN\

/,fw%
%
1A,
1 ,
4

porectaen \\\\\\
%
e

\\w

\\\\\\Q\

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

Qg

Education




The Dogs
®  Why are the dogs never given separate identities?
The dogs are Napoleon’s enforcers, allowing him to maintain absolute control.

What role do the dogs have and why are they so vital for Napoleon?
They are used to punish dissenters, violently and publicly, so that the other animals

*  Where would you place the dogs in terms of the
Students might choose to place the dogs justhe

ie.3rchy on Animal Fa
igs, at the top of the h

e  ‘Although not major ch
extent do you agre

Hivtal regime of Animal Farm could not e

“students could comment on how a dictatorship must b
nd this is what the dogs represent. When the animals have fin
happeni.a.__‘,-me dogs mean that they are too afraid to speak out. Manipulation is e
manipulation does not work, violence does.

e  Howdo the dogs vote on whether to accept the rabbits and rats as ‘comrades’
The dogs vote against this — showing that, like the pigs, they are only interested in

Character Analysis

This activity is intended for students to be able to come back to and reference during la
encouraged to fill it out in as much depth as possible, using quotations to support their

Level g Activity

1. Like Napoleon, Macbeth is greedy and ambitious. However, what are the majo
Answers may vary. Students could, however, point out that Macbeth agonises ov
Napoteon appears to show no remorse. Furthermore, Napole commits the exec
secretive about his crimes. Macbeth is put to justice

2. Inthis speech, Shakespeare reveals Machet}’
feelings. Why is this, do you think
Students may point out that D
dictator who does n :

Us to sympathise with the defenceless
. On the other hand, Macbeth is a much more

i out his decision to commit murder, while Napoleon seem
™, does this add to your understanding of Napoleon'’s character?
Students should comment on Napoleon's ruthless nature. He does not show any ¢
other animals.
4. Macbeth kills a king who trusts in him: *here in double trust’. How does this pa
the animals?
Napoleon betrays the animals, who have shown absolute loyalty and trust in him.
works so hard for the good of all the animals and yet is betrayed in the worst possi
5. ‘Violence is the tool most commonly used to acquire and retain power.’ With r
Farm, how far do you agree with this statement?
Both Napoleon and Macbeth commit acts of violence. However, Macbeth acquires
Napoleon, power is acquired through manipulation, which then escalates to violen
6. Macbeth starts off as an honourable man, but deteriorates morally as the play
Napoleon? Explain your answer.
Napoleon, like Macbeth, seems to become more a
ascertain whether Napoleon's intentions we :

ble. Students will have
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Character Roles and Extension

Students need to consider the changes in power dynamics throughout the novel. Som
remain at the top of the hierarchy across both diagrams, while other characters will mo
much lower in the second hierarchy.

SRR

Keywords and phrases

COFTUDL e Nanoleon 2 Loy £,
3. Earnestand passionate .........cciiein ball 4 Sly N
5. Committed to a task ora cause ........ Boxer 6. Eas s
: g OB
7. Threatto Napoleon ........... - ....Snowball 8 Sup Yof
9. Uneguivocal ........... .... Boxer 10. Ind s
. . . = 8/
11, Obstinate ... i di S8 . D Benjamin 12.  Ma P oF G
13. > e Sheep 14. Ind @\\\\\m\\\
15. ; Napoleon 16. Ide g 3
&
17. ..Boxer 18.  Use L N
"
19. . . . - Snowball 20. Sub \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\§
21. Can memorise new things, but without any understanding Sheep 22. Dec il
23. AMDbItioUS ..o apoleon 24. ru \\\\\\\\\\\\
25. Ruthless ..........ccceees ....Napoleon 26. Cyn §\ \
27. Obfuscatesthe truth ...........cccocooooioeiieiceceeeeeeeee Squealer 28.  Per [ N
29. PeSSIMISTIC .ooviiiiiiiiii i Benjamin 30. Can
1. RealiSt oo Benjamin  32. .
33. Uses false statistics and pseudo-science ... ....Squealer  34. .
35. A SCAPEGOAT oottt Snowball 36.

Further Still... (and Extension)

g,

H

it

b

Character

£

\\\\\\‘&\\

//1/,:,

L

Napoleon takes on a leading role in £

the running of the farm from the ;t]z bzegltgtntehvij;i?, he W
outset: ‘Forward, comrad L . g
hay is waiting : leader, but the situation rapidly »
nay 15 waiting deteriorates as the novel g
imperat icates that o

progresses. Significantly,
Napoleon, along with Snowball,
is the first animal to enter the
farmhouse following the
revolution, foreshadowing his
humanised character towards
the end of the novel, when he
will take over the farmhouse.
He is pivotal to the plot and
skilfully manipulates the other
animals into silently accepting
his reign of fear.

o

2

PR
W
S

“éuWithin the hierarchy on the
arim, even if the other animals fail
“| to realise this. He does not,
however, appear to involve himself
in the physical work, as along with
the other pigs he ‘directed and
supervised the others’. This is an
early warning sign that Napoleon
will eventually tyrannise the

other animals.

Squealer changes the
commandments so that,
Squealer’s central role on the farm | effectively, the rules are

is as the mouthpiece of Napoleon. | constantly being rewritten and
He makes announcements to the the animals remain oblivious to
animals and, as a skilled orator, is
able to present the pigs’ version of |
the ‘truth’ to the other anim

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Fallows Napoleon to exploit
the other animals without
being challenged.
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Moses has a relatively minor,
but symbolic, role in the novel -
representing the extent to
which the animals are able to
delude themselves and
continue to live under an
oppressive regime.

{ Moses' tales of Sugarcandy
Mountain generate apathy among
the animals, as this encourages
them to focus on the existence of
the afterlife rather than changing
the reality they live in now.

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 86 of 104




Character Role on the farm

The sheep are easily manipulated
by the pigs due to their stupidity
and unquestioning obedience. Their
role on the farm is simply to serve
the interest of the pigsand to
suppress any stirrings of rebe'

The Sheep

| Role in the novel as a whole

The sheep are used in order to
prevent the other animals from
listening to Snowball’s speech —
thereby serving Napoleon's
interest: i hey also drown out
s of protest when
decide to ban the song
Beasts of England’.

: serves a minor role on the
arm, due to his inability to act.
Unlike the other animals, he is
intelligent enough to see what the
pigs are doing and cynical enough
to recognise that the pigs are
simply serving themselves.
However, his failure to act means
that he has little influence. He is a
loyal companion to Boxer.

Benjamin

Benjamin is a strong fighter at
the Battle of the Cowshed,
despite being the ‘oldest animal
(p. 2) on Animal Farm.

He realises what is happening
to Boxer when he is carted away
to his death, but unfortunately
by then it istoo late.

Boxer has an extremely important
role on the farm. At the beginning,
his enormous strength and great
Boxer loyalty prove to be an invaluable
combination for the pigs. He plays a
pivotal role in the success of both
the harvest and the revolution.

Boxer sacrifices his own
personal happiness in order to
ensure the success of life on the
farm. He helps to ensure that
the animals succeed during the
Battle of the Cowshed, but this
is also combined with his gentle
natu is shown by his
“ismay when he
s he has killed the
stable lad.

Nake some
o recapture Animal Farm
owing the revolution but is
unsuccessful. He is corrupt and
ineffectual — but actually showed
Mr Jones more kindness in some respects
than the pigs. Jones used to mix the
milk up with the mash for the hens,
but the pigs deny them even that.
However, we do also see evidence
of his cruelty, for example in Major's
opening speech.

Jones is portrayed as a
neglectful and irresponsible
farmer. Consequently, he gives
the animals a justifiable reason
for rebellion and this means
that, at least at the outset, the
readers see the rebellion as a
positive action. As events in the
novel progress and the situation
rapidly deteriorates, we soon
realise that the pigs are in fact
worse than Jones.

The dogs' role is simply to terrify
the animals with the continual
The Dogs threat of violence. They play a key
role in many of the most

violent moments.

The dogs are loyal and obedien
supporters of Napoleon who
suppress and crush any
attempts at rebellion on

the farm

Clover's role onthe farm is that of .

Clover

Clover is helpless to do
ything but watch as the animals’
suffering increases and, worse, she
is unable to articulate her despair.

Clover cares tenderly for the
other animals and therefore
increases the pathos at points i
the novel when their suffering i
maost acute.
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Relationships
Exploring Relationships

The following is an example answer:

®  Which of the relationships in Animal Farm do you think is the most important?
The overarching relationship between humans and animals is integral to the novel:
relationship but gradually becomes a business partnership as Napo!eon and his pi
become more and more human — an opposite effect to los
a sense of inescapable fate for the non-pig animal

rises up against the pigs, whether the resul;

Fear

and raises the qu
e intheend.

Questions have hﬂen

Context
Getting Started

Students can answer in a number of ways — open-ended task.

Event in the Novel

Major gives a politically charged speech, full of rhetoric.
He convinces the animals that they are being exploited
for no personal reward. He envisions a future in which all
animals are equal.

R

HistoricaI/Soci

<7

The principles of Marxism (the ideas
Marx) suggest that the capitalists ga
labours of the workers. He suggeste
against capitalism and share the re
equal society.

The animals, frustrated by Farmer Jones’ continual
neglect, rise up against him and take charge of Manor
Farm. They rename it ‘Animal Farm’.

in 1917, the Russian Revolution took

Snowball attempts to teach the animals to read, wit
varying degrees of success. Some ammals S
Mollie, care little for education.

s evident that those with the m
Education was a tool by which greate;
education could easily be exploited.

ones and his

and determinoW®h.

Russia is divided by a civil war. Suppo
Lenin’s rule, but ultimately Lenin wins:s
Party wanted to create a more unifieci

Snowball is expelled from Animal Farm and is used as a
scapegoat every time something goes wrong.

The rivalry between Joseph Stalin anci
being thrown out of the Communist P
opportunity to acquire ultimate power':
no longer spoken of within the party,
look as if he'd never existed.

7.

Squealer spreads propaganda about Napoleon,
convincing the animals that he is a great leader.

Despite the brutality of his oppressive:
actually worsened for his people, St
manipulate the public into believing

The hens are told that their eggs must be sold off.
Desperate, they try to fight against this order by
smashing the eggs to pieces. Napoleon starves the hens
until they are forced to obey him.

Stalin introduces an unpopular polic;
everything the peasants produced h
tried to resist, even destroying their
famine in Rus

Napoleon tries to broker a business deal with Frederick
for the sale of timber. Frederick deceives Napaoleon
paying him in fake money, and later leads a
men to attack the farm,

that Germany cannot be
sia. Although the Germans do no
two countries is irrevocably damage

The farmers and pigsarei

The great powers of Russia, Britain a
this doesn‘t last for long, as they are
War soon begins.
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Going Further...

Students might consider:

Eventin the novel

Major gives a politically charged speech, full of
rhetoric. He convinces the animals that they are
being exploited for no personal reward. He

envisions a future in which all animals are equal.

Historical/social/

The principles of Marxism (the ideas crea
Marx) suggest that the capitalists gain we
of the workers. He suggested a future wh
capitalism and shausi the rewards of their

The animals, frustrated by Farmer Jones’ continual
neglect, rise up against him and take charge of
Manor Farm. They rename it Animal Farm

Snowball attempts to teach th
with varying degrees of =

volution took plac
ents which led to Lenin’s
3 Commumst Party wanted to create a

Although the Communist Party was mea

was evident that those with the most edu
Education was a tool by which greater po
education could easily be exploited.

The Battle of (#*Cowshed takes place. Jones and
his men try to regain control of the farm, but are
defeated by the animals in a tremendous display of
courage and determination.

Russia is divided by a civil war. Supporter
rule, but ultimately Lenin wins the fight.
more unified and equal Russia.

Snowball is expelled from Animal Farm and is used
as a scapegoat every time something goes wrong.

The rivalry between Joseph Stalin and Le
being thrown out of the Communist Part
opportunity to acquire ultimate power as
longer spoken of within the party, and ev
as if he'd never existed.

Squealer spreads propaganda about Napoleon,
convincing the animals that he is a great leader.

Despite the brutality of his oppressive reg
actually worsened for his people, Stalin w
manipulate the public into believing him

The hens are told that their eqgs must be sold off.
Desperate, they try to fight against this order by
smashing the eqgs to pieces. Napoleon starves the
hens until they are forced to obey him.

Stalin introduces an unpopular policy kno
everything the peasants produced had to
tried to resist, eve stroying their own

famine in hose peasants who

Napoleon tries to broker a business deal with
Frederick for the sale of timber. Frederick
Napoleon by paying him in fake mog
leads a group of his men to.3:

s of Russia, Britain and t
s dodsn't last for long, as they are susp
oon begins.

? uishable from
he novel, showing that
¥ med into the enemy.
However, there are hints of rising tension between
the two.

In 1939, Stalin tries to form an alliance wi
learns that Germany cannot be trusted w
Although the Germans do not succeed, t
countries is irrevocably damaged.

Essay-style Paragraphs

¢  Which points in the novel show us the inequalities and divisions between the a
Students can choose from a range of moments, such as the division of the milk an
during the battles; the slaughter of the animals during the executions; the way th

and the pigs moving into the farmhouse.

e  How does Orwell show us that power corrupts?

This is an open-ended question which encourages students to reflect upon the dete

the pigs gain more and more power.

Since the story of Animal Farm is an alle

e Are humans intrinsically selfish?

This is an open-ended question, with many possible answers. Students should be

arguments with reason and evidence.

ire kept by the farmer to serve a purpose —to wo
are discarded. The pigs, as naturally more intelligent a
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Extension

Students can answer in a number of ways — open-ended task.

Analysing Context

Students can answer in a number of ways — open-ended task.

Evaluating Context

The table below shows you how to turn generalis
more detailed and focused. The first ex

Quotation

that he could t87%7
white.” (p. 11)

ntext Comment

" quotation shows how
propaganda is used to change
the way the animals see things.
This is like the Russian regime,
where propaganda would also
have been used.

ments into precisely e

Writing in 1945, Orwell was in
War I} and more specifically b
The character of Squealerisa
transforming *black into whit
Through Squealer, Orwell is ¢
politicians use propaganda to

‘He claimed to know of the
existence of a mysterious
country called Sugarcandy
Mountain, to which all
animals went when they
died.” (p. 12)

Moses' ideas about Sugarcandy
Mountain could symbolise
religious beliefs about heaven.

Orwell skilfully satirises the in
described as ‘the opium of th
difficulty, the animals long fo
the way that the populace acc
the hands of the leaders durin
the idea of an afterlife.

‘Napoleon produced no
schemes of his own, but
said quietly that Snowball’s
would come to nothing.”

(p-35)

The relationship between
Napoleon and Snowball
represents Stalin and his rivalry
with Trotsky.

Stalin and Trotsky were ideol
symbolised in the conflict bet
Trotsky was a visionary, who
Lenin. Trotsky was outmanoe
discredited and killed.

‘They were all stain on
the spot.” (p. 62)

This shows the brutality of
Stalin’s regime.

‘Napoleon was... atways

referred to in format style as
"our Leader, Comrade
Napoleon”.”(p. 6z

from man to pi¥¥tnd from
pig to man again: but
already it was impossible to
say which was which.”

(p. 102)

This quotation ch
Napoleors

<& 'his allegorical
Part, Josef Stalin.

Il <isows how violence, an
control. This parallels:
d millions of deaths und

Or

Orwell uses the insidious rise of:
be manipulated by dangerous
itself, contradictory to the con
the hypocrisy of both Stalina

This shows that the revolution
has achieved nothing. Orwell is
showing how power can corrupt.

Orwell’s novel is a stark warni
consequences will be if we ign
governments. He shows how
twisted. The pigs have taken
themselves. Humans and ani
pigs are even worse than Jones:

Level g Activity

Students can answer in a number of ways — open-ended task.

Language
Getting Started

Students can answer in a number of ways — open-ended task.

Extension

¢  How does Orwell use complex senter,
Orwell uses a complex senteng:
will scream your lives ¢

‘For myself [ do not grumble, for | am one of the lucky ones.’

shision: 'You young porkers who are sitt
within a year.” The subordinate clause emp
“violent horror of ‘scream your lives out’.

*You young porkers who are sitting in front of me, every one of you will scream yo
‘You, Boxer, the very day that those great muscles of yours lose their power, Jone
cut your throat and boil you down for the foxhounds.’

*As for the dogs, when they grow old and toothless Jones ties a brick round their neck
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e  Whatis the effect of delaying the main clause?
The subordinate clause allows Old Major to address each animal individually, bef
things that will happen to each of them. It makes Old Major’s address more persor
animals. The violence is positioned at the end of the sentence, leaving the reader v

Taking It Further
An example answer has been provided for this activity.

Extension

Students can answer in a number of w

Analysing Languaqe

A__d comment on how the sense of pathos is increased through the sin:
fact desciiption increases our shock and emphasises the ruthless nature of the plgc
because he has outlived his usefuiness.

2. Arange of answers is possible here — but students may choose to focus on Squeale;
other animals through his eloquent speech. Students may link this to modern polit

3. Arange of answers possible — students may comment on ‘gored, kicked, bitten, tr&
animals are willing to fight to the death to protect Animal Farm — showing their |

4. Students may comment on the use of repetition, triplets, hyperbole and rhetorical:
supported with relevant examples.

5.  Any five words with explanations rewarded.

6. Students should comment on how the animals have been exploited by humans. Tk
misery and exploitation.

Advanced 3:
1. Arange of responses possible. Whips = power and exploitation, Spurs/harnesses = &
2. Theirony here arises from the fact that, unlike the othar , the pigs do not a;
assume a position of superiority. : '
A range of responses possible — stude
As 3 ~reward relevant examn|
5. Anumber of response; .

warded for relevant example;

oW

nts coufd comment on the adaptation of 'N;

it cxamples, clearly explained. -
Mionses possible. Students should be able to infer Crwell’'s underlying:;

education. =
8.  Equal and more equal are directly at odds with one another! Equality means parity; :
equality at all. This is another example of how the pigs have corrupted language.

Extension

The extension task is open-ended and should invite some fruitful discussion.

Close Reading

Extract-based question —'How does Orwell use language to make this extract so shg

Open-ended task. Students should comment on why 'He carried a whip in his trotter’ is
They should consider what the whip represents in terms of dommance and control over:
opportunity for word-level analysis here.

Extension

vite some fruitful discussion. Students niy
= velopment throughout the novel, or Snowhb
tes to power or corruption.

The extension task is open-ended 2r:
commandments on the an
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Symbolism

The windmitl

The windmill is initially seen as a great achievement by the
animals, who strive together to create something they can
be proud of. Boxer in particular seems determined to build
the windmill and it is here that he truly lives up to his motto:
‘l must work harder What the ammals fail to recogmse

The windmill als
propaganda and
manipulate the a
windmill asan o
the continued lo
allegorical level,
Russian industry
undertaken inth

k -~1'n'e'\'i/vhip is the method of control used by Jones to

establish his dominance over the animals on Manor Farm.
It symbolises human tyranny over the animals and shows
how violence, and the threat of violence, is used to maintain

A whipisaninst
and suffering. T
following the rev
‘whip’ would no
The animals sym
of the revolution

The whi . . .
e whip power. A pivotal moment in the novel occurs when from this tyrann
Napoleon walks upright, carrying a whip in his trotter.
It cements his absolute dominance and tyranny over the Once Napoleon
other animals. forced to accept
as Jones was, an
and tyranny.
Squealer uses ps
. L . have greater ne
The milk and apples are a symbol of injustice on Animal vedg
Sl : . . how the animals
Farm and are one of the first signs that the pigs will exploit
) . . . They have no aw
the other animals in order to serve their own selfish needs. miaht not be tru
Milk and Squealer uses rhetaric to convince the animals that the in'gstice as this i
apples need this rich and delicious food because of thei )

resources are no
as a propagandi
alerts the reade
skill with words.
speaks only to p

: s the initial vision that the animals had of
peace and equality. Itis the setting where the novel
Eins and Old Major gives his passionate speech urging the

The barn, like th
corrupted as the
The commandm

Thebarn | animals to rebel against Jones and his tyranny. it is a symbol | the pigs. Alterna
of where Animal Farm first began. It is on the walls of the seen as a symbo
barn that the pigs first write the Seven Commandments and | the rewriting of
so it represents idealism. the hypocrisy of
Th f Engl i h inning of th I

e beastso ng and song s, at the begln.mng ofthenovel, | ko
a symbol of unity. It represents the shared ideals of the )
; L . ) animals, symbol
animals. When the situation on Animal Farm begins to .
Songs - . absolute domin
deteriorate, the animals use the song to comfort . :
. viewpoint. Fore
themselves. Eventually, that too is taken away from them — o0od. four leas
leaving them utterly bereft with no source of comfort. good, 9
The pigs represent what happen§ when power corrupts. On an allegorica
As the most intelligent of the animals, they are able to
) ) f . ) leaders of the R
. explontthe ammals trustin them to their own advan
The pigs : ignorant proleta

animals hungry.

Sugarcand:
Mountain

Moses gives the
Mountam

Mountain, because it means that they can
greater hardships on the animals during life. The

T animals will accept their earthly sufferings as they are

soothed by the prospect of happiness after death.

Sugarcandy Mo
and the effect it
worse treatment §
in heaven.
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Structure

Getting Started
Students should research each of the terms and consider how it applies to the text; for e
conditions of the farm under Mr Jones and under Napoleon, or the chronology of events
throughout the novel.

Significant Events

In an event th

Major makes a stirring speech... 6.

Snowball distinguishes himself... 7. Napoleon gat

The animals set about building a 8. Following the
. 9.

The animals work strenu The pigs inv

LR A

with the humans...

Fill in the gap X Show your understanding of Orwell's use of structure in Animal Farm
a useful reference point for revision. Please note, cloze activities are usually fairly simple

Animal Farm has a cyclical structure which mirrors the overall themes of Orwell’s politic
novel progress chronologically at first, with the deceptive simplicity of a fairy story, b
This suggests that the rebellion was doomed to fail from the outset. The rebellion orig
principles, as established by Major in his opening speech. However, as the situation d
the farm has returned to how it was in Jones’ time. There are hints, even in Chapter Il, th
pigs will be far worse than Jones'. The hens observe that Jones would ‘sometimes mix’ t}
greedy that even this small gesture is ignored. By the end of the novel, the pigs appea
and Orwell makes the reader acutely aware that the rebellion has achieved nothing. T
filling the void that was left following the rebellion. Although this story superficially ce
level, Orwell is satirising human nature here. He not only exposes the greed of the oppre
stupidity of those who fail to challenge their tyrants. On some level, it is possible that
never be achieved as there will always be those who lookto a'l

Another significant structural feature of the novel is t
This provides a crucial gauge by which the p;
animals fack — we have a concrete
manipulated by the more iz :

to acknowledge the truth would involve them having to confront their own inability to

Orwell also uses repetition throughout the novel in order to show how the new regime is
Animalism and also to draw parallels with Jones’ corrupt leadership. While Jones is a ne;
mirrors his behaviour. Just as Jones depended on his gun, so Napoleon terrifies with hi
dominance and control. The structure of the novel highlights Orwell’s bleak view of hur
from history. Under Stalin’s leadership, the Russian proletariat suffered as much as they

Parallels

Mr Jones... drew himself a last glass of beer from the barrelin
the scullery.

Boxer... Jones will sell you to the knacker. are taking Boxerto t

re was a pile of cor

No animal must ever kill any other animal. All animal : . :
air was heavy with the smé

Some of the animals talked of the dutv ¢
they referred to as 'Master’,
Jones feeds us. Itka w

He was always referred t
Comrade Napoleon'.

Four legs good, two legs b;

Bl
Moses... claimc ™o know of the existence of a mysteriaus country

called Sugarcandy Mountain, to which all animals went when they died.

Moses the raven suddenly &
of several years. He was
talked in the same strain as

Alittle way down the pasture there was a knoll that commanded a | The animals huddled abou
view of most of the farm. they were lying gave then

He seized the gun which always stood in a corner of his bedroom... [ He carried a whip in his trci
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Question 3 is open-ended. Students should discuss what they know about parallels and

apply their ideas to Animal Farm.

Major’s Speech and Extension

Key event in plot

Following the rebellion, there i xs anew dm
they woke at dawn as usual...
the pasture there was a kn
view of most g4

Relevant extract from

dreds of sheep —and
alt of them livingin a
comfort and dignity
that are now almost
beyond our imagining.’

(P-4

idealistic vision
pronoun ‘theirs’

unity and belon

The pigs keep the milk and apples for themselves
instead of sharing them equally among the other
animals: ‘So it was agreed without further
argument that the milk... should be reserved for
the pigs alone.” (p. 26)

*Man is the only creature
that consumes without
producing... what has
happened to that milk
which should have been
breeding up sturdy
calves? (p. 4)

The irony here i

in the words, ‘it
decision was no

Following the discovery of a crate of whisky,
Napoleon parades around in a bowler hat that
has once belonged to Jones.

*No animal must... wear
clothes, or drink
alcohol, or smoke
tobacco.’ (p.7)

can measure th
Napoleon'sisa

pursuing their o
that Napoleonii
has achieved ab

Benjamin reads the wording on the wall for
Clover, who asked him if the Seven
Commandments are the same as they used to
be. There is just one commandment written
there which says: ‘ALL ANIMALS ARE EQ)
BUT SOME ANIMALS ARE MORF F:
OTHERS'. (p. 97)

struggle. (p. 6)

The perfect ‘unity:
as the pigs have ¢
themselves as le

e 'his dream of a peaceful
retirement as the ultlmate reward for all his
efforts and loyalty. Instead the pigs have him
taken away to the knacker to be killed.

‘You, Boxer, the very
day that those great
muscles of yours lose
their power, Jones will
sell you to the knacker,
who will cut your throat
and boil you down for
the foxhounds.’ (p. 5)

The irony here i
Jones in his spe
betrayed in this
absolute loyalty
and adds to our
corruption of th

Squealer explains that the pigs must ‘sleep in the
beds of the farmhouse’ (p50). He cleverly asserts
that the original rule was against sheets and not
beds. (Note: Once again, the pigs can behave as
they wish without breaking any commandments.
The commandments seem to be fluid, changing
to suit their purposes.)

‘No animal must ever
live in a house, or sleep
inabed’ (p.7)

The pigs directly §

cause of equality 3

The ‘unalterable laws’ set out by Major in his
speech will be totally corrupted by the pigs. By
the end of the novel, they emerge walking on
‘two legs’ and the sheep will be taught instead to
chant ‘four legs good, two legs better...” (p. 7)

The animals 'toiled and sweated’ (p_,
in their first harvest, which te.:

‘Whatever goes upon
two legs is an e
Whatever ¢

vings,
p.7)

Once again, Or
completely alte

‘Alf animals are

The animals init
and unity. At th

huge success, w equal.’ (p. 97) achieved Major's
together for
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Evaluating Significant Moments

Is it not crystal clear, then,
comrades, that all the evils

Major's rhetorical question here is part of a stirring
seeds of rebellion are planted within the minds of t

planned beforehand, they
flung themselves upon their
tormentors.

It was agreed

that the

of this life of ours spring Chapter], catalyst for rebellion and also forms the basis of An

from the tyranny of 5 only becomes apparent when the reader realises t

human beings? been superseded by the tyranny of the pigs.

With one accord, though By plqcing the red geto I\./Iajlor’s stirring

nothing of the kind had been rebellion ed to MBJOI’.S idealistic v
Chapter I, is stage, there is unity between

ar division between the animals and ‘th
1€ ‘tormentors’ will become the pigs, highlighting
for nothing.

This moment is indicative of a growing inequality b
It occurs fairly soon after the rebellion —at the end

they remembered that at the
critical moment of the battle
Snowball had turned to flee.

further argument Chapter i pigs are able to manipulate the other animals. Clea
milk and the windfall P | The subordinate clause at the start of the sentence
apples... should be reserved p-26 argument’ is in the passive voice, leaving the reade
for the pigs alone. agree to this, or whether it was imposed upon the
warning sign, indicating what is to come later on in
Now when Squealer
described the scene so =
graphically, it seemed to the This moment marks another sinister stage in the pig!
animals that they did Chapter | Squealer’s rhetoric is so convincing that the anima
remember it. At any rate VI, p. 60 | With no written record, or education, the animals’ ef

agenda of the pigs.

Frightened though they
were, some of the animals
might possibly have
protested, but at this
moment the sheegset
their usual b t
legs good, tw

The pigs have progressively become more overt in
have trained the sheep 'exitin order to drown o
riat who unquestion
e. Orwell does not cond
heducated and ignorant to ques
cdinate clause begins with ‘Frightened’, w
W terrified of the pigs, but despite their fears so
protest had it not been for the sheep. However, th
and make the reader question whether the animal
This is probably the last moment in the novel wher
tyranny of the pigs and, once this moment passes,
deteriorate still further. There is a semantic field of
and this fear intensifies throughout the novel.

Q - Pupils should comment on the numerous opportunities for the animals to challenge
to see the manipulation of the pigs creates a sense of irony.

Form
Getting Started

Fable A short story which usually has a moral, using animals as characters.

Fairy tale

A story involving magical or imaginary beings. Traditional

Satire Using humour to expose flaws or stupidity

has a happy ending. &

Allegory

A story with a deeper, hidden meapi

Fiction

Revolution and the novel allegorically explores the way in which power can corrupt.:

2.  Howis Animal Farm a satire?

Animal Farm is a satire as it uses animals to highlight the flaws of human behaviour;
3. Onan allegorical level, what does Major’s speech represent?
Major’s speech represents the belief of Karl Marx which inspired the Communist
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4.  What do the executions of the animals represent? :
The executions of the animals symbolise rebellion among the general public. Joseg
suspected of plotting against him. -

SRR

5. How does Orwell successfully convey both human and animal characteristics W\
Open-ended question - students should support their ideas with relevant textual ex:

6. Why did Orwell choose to subtitle his novel: ‘A Fairy Story'?
The form of the novel mirrors that of the traditional fai
too real.

7. Istrue equality a fairy tale — an impossi
Open-ended question.
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Level g Activity

%

rney, Gulliver believes that humans are superior to all othg
o ¥ have created an ideal society. What could this teach us about
Humans believe that they are superior to animals and yet we have an unequal an
humanity is corrupt and arrogant.

‘%///////
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e How are horses depicted in Animal Farm? Are they similar or different from th
greet Gulliver?
The word ‘beckoning’ implies that these horses are in charge and are leaders, wher:
as Clover and Boxer, are depicted as loyal and obedient.

-

\\\ﬂ-ﬁ\\\\\

e  What clues does Jonathan Swift give us in this extract to show that the horses &
The horses appear to have created a highly civilised society which is ‘furnished’, ‘neat:

%
i

5
&,

""//////

¢  Who are the most intelligent animals in Animal Farm?
The pigs. Consequently they have established power and control on the farm.

\\\\\\‘&\\

/5?/‘,(/4?

®  On an allegorical level, what does this extract repre

This extract is an allegory for the arrogance of h \\m\x\\*

in actuality is plagued by war, corrupti .These noble horses expose \\\\\\\\\\\

society is a perfect, peaceful ut: \@
. \\\\\\Q\\\Qx

e Whatis the overall moral or message of Animal Farm? 3:
The message is that power corrupts and that we must not blindly follow authority. ;-

Mini Essay
This is an open-ended task. Students should be able to demonstrate the ability to const:

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

'9

Qg

Education

Animal Farm GCSE Target 9 Page 96 of 104




Exploring Allegory

Example responses are given below.

Character Key quotations Deeper, allegoric e

‘a large, rather fierce looking s

Berkshire boar.’ (p. 10}

e
i
B
S

o
.

) . &
‘Never mind the milk, Comrades!’ & \@“\\\%
(p 18) T
e aware of the allegorical; e
. o
‘Napoleon produced no sc \lapoleon; however, their answers sho B

of Napoleon’s role as a dictator who re
have occurred, and continue to occur, a
he'dogs following | Orwell is indicating that we must alway
= we should be aware of manipulation, p

his own.”(p. 35)

o
w\\%

=
kY
&

N :

Napoleon

P

P
4
A %’///////

1 'a pite of carpses lying before

R
Napoleon’s feet...” (p. 62) \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\§
SRR

‘our Leader’ (p. 67)

llis an ideall | : §y
‘The flag was green, Snowball Snowball is an !dea ist, t?ut also a pragm ] :
. educator, seeking to guide the other aning -
explained, to represent the green articularly associated with Snowball. He's -
fields of England, while the hoofand | P2 Y . o R
A . wishes for the other animals to understang &
horn signified the future Republic of . = o
the Animals...” (p. 21) Snowball as a foil for Napoleon, perhaps ti; -
R in nature. =

Snowball ‘Within a few weeks, Snowball’s
plans for the windmill were fully
worked out.”(p. 36)

However, Snowball fails to recognise the
too late, showing an element of naivet
Snawball and Napaleon has direct para
Snawball being more passionate and ¢
However it

s

&
A

it

‘::}g;\\‘:\\\\

e

‘He was running as only a pig can

run, with the dogs close on his heels.” %
( ’ ) g Orwell uses allegory to s W
P-39 GOt the world. s
b= =
‘Clover was a stout, Clover represents the proletariat. She i \\\\\@
words to express her feelings, though s L

i

understanding of when something is wrg \\\\\\\\

the women of the revolution.
Clover
il For Orwell, Clover also symbolises the i

‘As Clover looked down the hiflside, ability to write down or even articulate
her eyes filled with tears.’ (p. 64) against the tyranny of the pigs.

Themes

Getting Started
Students should work with partners to develop their ideas. When discussing what they
they should use evidence from the text, and knowledge of the author and context, to i
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Linking Themes

This links to the theme of
‘And what has happened to that milk which should have been become a scapegoat who
breeding up sturdy calves?” Chapter|, pp. 4-5 treatment of the animals

This links to the theme of corruption, power and exploi
The humans have exploited the animals by taki
for their own greed. tronically, we will
the same to the animals. :

‘Napoleon himself was no
o exactly

This links to the theme of

fortnight.’ Chapter VIII, p. €2

en, trampled on.” Chapter IV, p. 31 the hierarchy on the farm ti

public.
This links to the theme of violence. The animals are prepared to
use violence in order to protect their farm from Jones and his men.
However, this violence will be used against the animals in later 'If you have your lower anir
chapters, such as when Napoleon orders the executions. The list lower classes.’ Chapter X, ¢

of violent verbs indicates how hard and how bravely the animals
fought, increasing the pathos later on.

This links to the theme of

‘Snowball has done this thing!’ Chapter VI, p. 52 exploited by those in powek
makes the link between the:

Developing Ideas

1. Which characters convey the theme of power in the novel?
Napoleon, Squealer, the dogs... there are a number of p
their answers.

rtant theme in the novel?
ent on how a lack of education me

2. Towhat extent does education featy
Open-ended question. Stude
easily manipulated. _

ription of the building of the windmill in Chapter V1. WE

answers. Students

The win X ruepresents the destruction of the animals’ hopes and dreams. Follo
animals are simply expected to rebuild it — symbolising the extent to which they a
to make life better for the animals, but all their work comes to nothing — linking t

4. How does Orwell convey the themes of violence and death to the reader?

A number of possibilities — but students should look at the executions and Orwell’
Students may comment on the threat represented by the dogs. The most able m
sometimes created through fear and manipulation rather than through physical a

5. Howdoes Orwell present the theme of corruption? Give specific examples to su;
Again, a number of possible answers — students may comment on Squealer as a pre

language, Napoleon’s trade dealings, or the way in which Animal Farm itself is co

Advanced and Extension Questions
These are all open-ended. Students should reference
Orwell’s language.

Identifying Themes

vel, using judicici?

Students should be abl

violence, feary windinequality.

&gin to explore the themes expressed in this ex
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Analysing Themes #1

Characters
associated with Key events linked to theme

SRR

theme \@*\

Napoleon The rebellion: the animals, led by the is pi -

Squealer pigs, usurp Jones and hi e acquire po & \\\\\\\\\
Jones The animals win e tyranny ov L W
The dogs as to whet L e
The pigs outset, or §\:\\\§
edn and Snowball over the Atthe outs - \\\\\
plans for the windmill. adesire to .
Napoleon uses his power to expel animals, pa § \\\\i\ ®
Snowball from the farm. modifies N @‘\\\\ \\\
Some of the animals are slain, the flag: ‘th %\ §
while the others cower in terror. represent t E *‘“:
The hens are forced to give up atan ideal \\\\\\\\\\\\\\§
their eggs. shocking w e
The pigs grow richer and fatter shocking sc J—

while the other suffer. blood". The & \
this brutali L] \§

power corruii \\\k\\“\‘\

Asthe most T

-

‘&@\\\\\

Snowball Snowball teaching the animals to

Education The pigs read and write.

iy,

b

H

""//////

\\m\\

/5?/‘,(/4?

/

framae: \\\\\\

the Windmill \\Q

e Battle of the Cowshed
The death of Boxer

Violence The dogs

o

\

o

N
\

Analysing Theres #2

Power is the most dominant theme in Animal Farm, as the novel is essentiallyi
animals seize control and release Manor Farm from the tyranny of Mr Jones
This time it is the pigs who seek to dominate and control the other animals.
theme, we can see that Orwell is showing us that power struggles are inevit
natural human desire to gain power over those who are weaker than us. Is O
intrinsic desire for power is a barrier to peace in the world? After all, how ca
instead of working together, some of us are merely trying to achieve our ow
considered a modern morality tale.

Ambition can be seen in the various struggles for power that take place on
Ambition him to become a dictator and espouse the very human values the rebellion
novel he is indistinguishable from a human. Ambition is seen as a seductive, ¢
The link between conuptlon and power is clear ; " desire for power led

Power
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The pigs are able to deceive the other animals through their skilful and man
able to ‘turn black into white' through his clever use of propaganda.

Deception
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The rebellion is vital to the novel, as it is to be the catalyst for all of the ev
presents the rebellion as a positive action for the animals, as the reader ca
been neglected by Jones. The Battle of the Cowshed sees the animals hav
fought so hard for. When the rebellion fails, we can sympathise with the a
An early example of greed is the pigs’ monopolisation of the milk and apples
Greed a negative sign of things to come. Ultimately, it is the greed of the most pow
the ideals of equality and sharing the fruits of your labour will never be attain
There are many violent episades in the novel; hg , Orwell draws a dis
just cause, such as in the Battle of th e animal-on-animal
Violence The first time the animals inflicgyial each otheris when the dog M\\\“\s
him off the farm. Th ly violent moment in the novel is the ex \\\3@
\

E
E

Rebellion

Pty

.\\\\\\\\\\

\
<
¥
\\\"

-

g
T

SRR

. SRR
Extension . 4 \
S g & 3
There are PRl ‘\Q\ g
&
Setting &

Getting Started
This is an open-ended task. Students might benefit from discussing in pairs or groups &

ey

L
4

%

understanding of literal and symbolic meanings of each setting. \ &
: ™

. SR
Deeper Thinking &@

e Why do you think Orwell does not specify a particular time period?
It is important here that students recognise that Animal Farm is not merely a po
Russian Revolution, but is a much more universal text about exploitation and ab

time period. %i \§

1.  Where is the novel set when the action begins? \\\\o\“\\\\\\
Manor Farm, a fictional English farm. g \g
L

2.  Why do you think Orwell sets the glish farm rather than a Rus R
Orwell, writing in English for ; wtly English readership, wishes to sho \\\*‘%
relevant to them. A ot specific to any particular culture, time o o

2 the significance of the quotation: ‘Mr. Jones, of the Mano
was too drunk to remember to shut the popholes.’

There is an irony in the formal address ‘Mr Jones’, which signifies Jones’ status and
qualities here. His lackadaisical attitude: ‘too drunk to remember..." puts the hens
Orwell establishes that Jones is a poor farmer and this ensures that we sympathise

4. How does Orwell depict the farm as a utopia in the early stages of the revolu
Students can reference many idyllic and lyrical descriptions of the farm in all its

5. At what transitional point does the setting change from a utopia to a dystopia
Students may have different interpretations in response to this question and m
farm becomes a dystopia. This could provide a fruitful basis for whole-class disc
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6. What would have happened if the animals had lost the Battle of the Cowshe
This is an open-ended question which invites an expinr

as the basis for some creative writing.
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Mapping

Students to produce an accurately drawn and colour-coded map which shows their undé
the novel.

Read the following extracts from the novel. Find them in your copy of the novel and hi
of how setting is used in each example. The answers below are a brief summary of wh
in their answers.

1. ‘Asfor the others, their life, so far as they knev:
slept on straw, they drank from the p ‘
in summer by the flies.’ {p. q
Students should co
as they kool
the day '

e animals are ignorant and easily exploited. Their i
vtheir lives are about to become much worse.

2. ‘Bright will shine the fields of England,
Purer shall its waters be,
Sweeter yet shall blow its breezes
On the day that sets us free.’ (p. 8)
Here we see the ideals of the rebellion established in song. The images of beautifut
patriotism and pride. The animals are a united force at this point, as the plural prorn;
freedom shows that the animals desire to live in peace and equality, free from tyra
underscore to show how far the rebellion will become corrupted from its original ig

3. ‘His men were idle and dishonest, the fields were full of weeds, the buildings ws
neglected, and the animals were underfed.

June came and the hay was almost ready for cutting. On Midsummer’s Eve, wh
into Willington and got so drunk at the Red Lion that he dir::not come back till ¢
milked the cows in the early morning and then had.;:: abbiting, without
When Mr Jones got back he immediately n the drawing-room s¢
over his face, so that when eveninz.g. als were still unfed.’ (pp. 1
Orwell uses the settmg here, m reality of the animals’ lives prior to
casuaI in thenr ne t they view the animals are inferior: ‘without bg

' “Sid-reading managers, who have power but use it unwis
bldid paper blinds him to the suffering of the animals. However, wk
¥ Uel, unlike Napoleon. Napoleon will be a much harsher ruler than Jor

delibera\e

Going Further

ad always been. The,
d in the fields; in winter t¢

«'s'use of subordinate clauses here, which creas:

Open-ended task. Students will produce a wide range of responses.

Extract Analysis

There are examples throughout the resource on how to approach analysing extracts. Ex;
Students should study the extract closely and pick out as many details as they can.

Ideas
Getting Started and Going Further

Students can find a number of quotations to support each poin
with evidence. ;

answers are ope
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Interpreting Ideas

abilities and apti
society, it is inev

Orwell promotes the ideals of equality and fraternity. s
This is not a selfish society based on the idea of the
Chapter|, p.7 . . . . .
survival of the fittest, but one in which everyone is
supported and valued.
This is a moment in which we witness the demi
Chapter VI,
p- 47
violenca ¢

Orwell demonst
maintain hierarc
occur when ever

Chapter VI,

ymbolic significance of the song was to establish the | and, yes, the pig
N Eals of Animal Farm. The song is now no longer needed | abolish the song

The irony of ‘co

P- 65 because the farm is not so different from what it once was. | dreams and ens
rebellion origina
The windmill represents industry and an improved life for | The alliterative p

the animals based on increased productivity. Howeverthe | saddening. Itim

Chapter VIII, pigs have exploited Boxer and the other animals, making loss of the wind

p.76 them labour intensely in order to increase their own gains. | collectively work
The destruction of the windmill here and the devastation
of the animals is heart-wrenching.

later on, whent
the pigs to use it

Chapter IX,

The simple declarative ‘Meanwhile life was hard’ shows the | The declarative t
tragic irony that, despite the rebellion, life has not improved | animals’ passive
p. 81 for the animals. The adverb ‘even’ demonstrates that, in
actuality, the animals are worse off than ever before.

one fails to chall
late to do anythi

Chapter X,
p. 102

Orwell’s presentation of the quarrel between the pigsand | This quotationa
the humans shows how the pigs are now evenly match

deceive one ano
founded upon tr

Ideas and Context

Many of Orwell's key ideas are lin/
¢  Foreachkeyword v
2 o

Capitalism is an economic and
political system based on
Capitalism
of industry in order to make
a profit.

to the humans and are viewed as human themsel

private owners being in control

How is this idea porty}
This idea can be seen in Animal Farm when
animals in order to make a profit — for exam
Orwell criticises capitalism in the novel by s
Jones, who exploits the animals to make a
exploitation of the animals.

A meritocratic society is one
Meritocracy | where people become
successful by their own merits.

To some extent we can see animals in Anim
for example, Squealer is highly successful a
rhetoric. However, Boxer is never really rew:
much more organised and efficient than Na
not through merit, but through cunning, de

This refers to a society where

While the original premise of Animal Farm
that the pigs are in charge, with Napoleon *
hierarchy. The Ay can be seen in ma
i i as they gain more

charge, inflicted
with le

(XN

Hierarchy members are ranked according
to their status and authority.
Oppression refers to unjust or
. cruel treatment by those
Oppression

vote. He takes away their produce —such a
threaten them and even resorts to murder.

Hiype of political
o
Marxism YR

social classes.

{>mi named after its creator,
ar] Marx, in which there are no

While the original ideals of Animal Farm are
animals being equal and sharing the harves
Marxism is portrayed by Orwell as an ideal

Equality refers to a state in
which everyone is equal, with
the same chances and
opportunities.

Equality

While, again, the premise of the rebellion is
treated equally, this does not happen. As t
and more powerful and the inequality beco
the difference between idealism and reality
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Ideas — Evaluation Tasks

Getting Started
These are all open-ended discussions which should elicit a range of thoughtful and reas¢

Going Further...

The following are example responses:

1. What does the quotation from Voltaire | detest wh
The quotation is a fundamental defence of the cr;
should be able to express their thought
speech does not exist.

; 1 will defend to t
eetiom of speech. Ina ¢
Animal Farm, violence is U}

Squealerst eliberate misinformation When Boxer is taken to his death. It means t
chalienge what is happening to them.

3. Whydo you think that Orwell suggests that ‘absolute liberty’ can never be poss:
Individual freedoms are always balanced against the freedoms of others. In a sociei
will oppress others in order to obtain a greater degree of freedom for themselves. £
society is in a state of perfect harmony, and even then, some compromises are req -

4. Read from ‘He announced that by a special decree of Comrade Napoleon...’ to ¢
purpose’ in Chapter VII. How are the animals’ freedoms being suppressed here?:
The song symbolised the unity of the animals and it represented the utopian ideal
achieve. The song gave them hope and solace in the darkest of times. It is particu
are hardest, this song is taken away from them. Napoleon has now ensured that t
the original ideals of the rebellion. Freedoms have been removed here because thié
is presented as a fait accompli.

5. How are propaganda and censorship use novel?
Students have a number of examplg from here. Censorship can be seen
Squealer and his attempte puteon’s actions. Propaganda can be seen it
branded a traitor 2n+ i ‘Animal Hero: First Class’ are first downgraded,

Extension

These are all ¥ ended and research-based topics.

Interpretations
Considering Interpretations

Interpretation

The cross represents religion. The role of religion in the novel is epitomised through
The animals, lulled by the prospect of eternal life on Sugarcandy Mountain, are less

The whip here represents power and control. It also signifies violence and the threa
control. Napolean carries a whip in his trotter when he parades in front of the other
he is becoming mare human-like. Orwell uses the image of the whip to show how vic}
a dictatorship.

The image here represents rural England, the
The later irony in the novel partly arises
animals’ lives.

This i 1mage repre nimat Farm is subtitled —"A Fairy Story.’ While the:

dystopla, the destruction of the wmdmill and the destruction of the animals' hopes ani

The fist is an image of violence, the method used by Napoleon to maintain control.
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Deeper Thinking

The following are example responses.
1.  Whatis a satire?
The use of humour, exaggeration and irony to ridicule or expose foibles and weak

2. Towhat extent is Animal Farm a satirical novel?
Orwell uses satire throughout to mock the ludicrous behaviouzof the pigs. Someti
such as when the pigs discover alcohol for the ﬁrst ti [ Farm satirises the

nimals’ foibles are reco

organised religion?
Religion is "

4. ‘Although the text is based around the lives of animals, Orwell’s concerns are fu
Students can express their own evidence, based views here, but should agree with
beast-fable structure to convey fundamental truths about humanity.

5. How does Orwell portray the ideas of Karl Marx in the novel? Look closely at M&}
research into Marxist ideology. :
Old Major is the character most closely allied with Karl Marx, and his speech forms
Both Marx and Old Major spoke up in defence of a populace that they believed we
Karl Marx died before he saw his ideas put into practice. Marxist ideology can also
Moses, the raven, who represents organised religion and Karl Marx’s view that reli

6. Inyour view, how did Orwell want his novel to be interpreted, and why?
Open-ended question which can be interpreted in different ways. Students should
for their views and to provide reasoned, developed answers.

Extension

seir answers. How would the
been helpful or condescending? H
2 Been different from a modern-day audience

Students should primarily consider aud;ence 2
had been more explicit in his criticis
publishing responded, and wey

Open-ended #me questions have been given to prompt student ideas and discus

Linking Interpretations

Open-ended task. Some questions have been given to prompt student ideas and discus

Responding to Critical Reviews

Students should form their own personal responses as to whether they agree or disagrei:
use evidence from the text to support their arguments.

Interpreting Quotations

An example answer has been given for this activity.

Utopia vs Dystopia
a)  Students should research each term before beginn

N
wn
o g
m
1]
~+

Utopia

Portrays an ideal world A nightmare society
Often setin the future
May include natural d
A group in power are

their own gain

b)  Students should consider the possible utopian and dystopian readings of each eve
teach the animals to read is a utopian ideal, where everyone has access to educati
wealth or ability, while the general illiterate state of the animals could be consider
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