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Teacher’s Introduction

This resource has bean designed for teachers who have chosen Of Mice and Mes
for the Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Literature specification. The beginning of this reso
lens of analysis through which students are expected to consider Of Mice and M
There are also a variety of informative text boxes relating to historical context, d
and active learning tasks threaded throughout each sect his resource to a
Of Mice and Men. Within each section a vocabuyie so been includeq
amalgamated into a ‘Key Word Glos ¥ end of the resource for yotg
guctations with analysis, discuss exarcises and a variety of section:
writing and visual ta ew between Steinbeck and the Potential Re
been includs, i want to explore why Steinbeck may have chose
particular v Liivity can be read in class or set to read as homework, At &
also a task f& ents on how Steinbeck presents the characters in the text. @

Foliowing the section-by-section analysis, this resource begins to ease students i 5
interaction with the text, first introducing them to a plot overview and a section
within which there are a varisty of ‘Knowledge Check’ gap-fill and question exer
students’ understanding of the text. After the section-by-section analysis, this re
Steinbeck’s text as a whole. This includes in-depth analysis of Steinbeck’s setting
relationships with one another, with a mind map 1o aid the students’ visualisatia
characters in the novel. The study also explores Steinbeck’s themes including dré
loneliness, cruelty, hierarchies, and anger and violence. Along with Steinbeck’s t
included to highlight the various ideas and messages explored throughout the n
the concept of the American Dream, his investigation into the agency of humaniy
of social minorities in 1930s America.

e and form, imag,

Sections are aiso included relating to Steinbeck’s use

as they specifically relate to Of Mice g re also five writing activiti
exploring and experimenting wii 4y which they can empathise with St

aid to pupi siwrextra support. There are aiso character-based first i
may need iy, particularly when being introduced to different characte
storyboard ies and activities for pupils who are more able with the text -5
and the use of light and darkness are examples in the guide of language-based a
interpretation. There are also sections which focus on Steinbeck’s use of foresha
which encourages pupils to explore the novel on a deeper level.

Along with supporting textual understanding and analysis, this resource provide
writing, sample responses for Higher and Foundation papers, a range of guestio
timed responses which can be used and adapted to sult the needs of the individ
There is also a focus on exam criteria, an activity for exam answer practice and a
guide can be used as a revision guide and in class as various tasks run throughous

Specification Information
This guide applies to: Componant 1: Poetry and Mod
e  Component 1is worth 60% of the total quali
In this component candidates wil

Section C: Mode:
miarks).
ay question on unseen pog:

ZigZag Education would like to thank Lewis Gilllard for providing the original character and scene i§

I The interview with John 5teinbeck (pp. 63-66) is entirely an original creation and this should be iy
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The Assessment Objectives

Component 1: Poetry and Modern Prose: Section C: Modern
Prose {examined)
¢  (One guestion on modern prose from a choice of two
{40 marks)
¢ AQs tested: AGL, AG4

ACQL Der ¥ate a close knowledge
and understanding of texts,
maintaining a critical style and
presenting an informed personal
engagement.

You will sk
thetext b
knowledg

You will i
cultural a
explain h
been imp
readers @

AC4 Show understanding of the
relationships between texts and
the contexts in which they were
writtern.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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George and Lennie, two migrant workers, have been dropped off a bus miles aw
where they're expected to work. George is small and dark with ‘sharp, strong fea
he's a giant with a ‘shapeless’ face. The novel begins wit swo characters sta:
they decide o camp there for the night. We soon dis Lennie has a me
friend and dependent on him for support

: accidently kills them. This becomes e
gping hold of a dead mouse. George angrily thr
be a lot easier without the duty of looking after Le
elationship. Their friendship is mutually very strong. The two
land and own 3 farm This would involve caring for rabbits, a task which Lennie v
their story about what their lives would be like if they were living their dream.

Lannie loves to pet soft thi
that Lennie had heer
complains

The next morning the men arrive at the ranch ready to work. George tells Lennie
Lennie could speil things for them with the boss. George insists that he’ll do the
are cousins and that Lennie was kicked in the head by a horse when he was a ch
handyman with a missing hand, and an old dog, then Curigy, the boss’s son. He |
any attention which his flirtatious young wife receives, He is also full of jealousy
with her. When George and Lennie are alone in the bunk house, Curley’s wife sh
them. George warns Lennie to stay away from her, knowing what trouble both s
The gther men return from the fields to eat and the two men meet Slim. He is ar§
who comments on how rare the friendship shown betwean George and Lennie E
hand, brings up how, since Slim’s dog has just given birth houid offer Cancé

are not really cousir@;\f&
past. An example of this is that
he was accused of rape. Slim says '
ring up the subject of Candy’s dog. Slim agreey
ehd to the suffering of the animal, so Candy agrees — as§
is taken outside. f

The next day George tells Slim the truth: th
how Lennie has got them both in
woman's dress but they harl,
puppies yet Ca
that death
painlessly.

Slim goes to do some work and Curley appears again, searching for his wife. He \,
Later George and Lennie talk some more about their dream, and Candy listens tc
savings if they would let him go too. They agree to keep their plan a secret. Slim
had been challenged about his whereabouts. Curley, looking for an easy target,
action, Lennie crushes Curley’s hand. 5lim warns Curley that if he reports what by
everyone what has happened on the farm Z

The next night Lennie is left with Candy and Crooks as most of the men go to the§
lonely stable-hand. Curley’s wife flirts with them. She sees the cuts on Lennie’s fi
have crushed Curley’s hand. The next day Lennie accidently kills his puppy. Curle
Lennie that her life with Curley is a disappointment and th wished that she

of the men comes closer. George shoots Lennie in the back of the head.

When the others arrive, George tells them that Lennie actually had the gun and A
him and shoot him. Slim is the only one who understands that he has murdered ;
him away, and the other men remain, puzzied. :
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Context: Plot Summary (AO4)

After reading the plot you will become aware that Steinbeck has a number a
during this time. Straightaway we discover that the main characters are two
embrace the concept of the American Dream. However, through the plot, Steink
contrasts greatly with the daily grinds of reality. However, thedream enables th
in the future. Is Steinbeck criticising the concept of t an Dreaminthe t
suggest that he does. Through Candy and his ¢ W3 how one can becom
his usafulness in terms of work, and only become a strain on society
culture in which workers fo : , rarchy: from the leadership of the B
i Steinbeck alsg uses the character of Crookstor
to remain in the lower ranks because of the colour
that he changes his mind after asking if he could become a §

of this dre
when he t
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he Opening

Analysis

Before we i hortant to be aware of Steinbeck’s opening descriptive pi.

important ad just simply background description. The descriptions create a
novel which will be explored.

The stary begins with a description of the countryside near 1o the Salinas river nea
the events in the story will take place either near or at this spot. The area is descri
and a place of innocence, like Eden before man and woman’s fall, ‘

Steinbeck creates a peaceful world of nature in the opening where the wildiife IS
opening descriptions give the reader positive feelings which are full of hope. The
—we are in spring and the cycle will continue no matier what. However, we also

interference — man has beaten a path nearby and it is well used. :

Two men are introduced and they are dressed in denim
which shows that they are ranch-hands. They also carry
blankets which reveal that they are used to maovi
around. George is presented as being :
He’s the leader. Lennie is his it eand

blundering, he has a l» i y.and relies on

& guidance. He is like a
goed in animal-like terms. Steinbeck
s to make Lennie sound animal-like in
his movemants, however, he has the mentality of a
child. The two men are presented as being opposites.
Lenriie is shapeless, whereas George is sharp. Lennie
moves and has the strength of an animal, yet is simple-
minded. This could potentially be a dangerous
combination: strength and innocence,

When we look at the characters we immediately know
that George is the leader of the two. He tells Lennie off

for drinking from the pool like a horse. Lennie is trying
to satisfy his immediate neads like an animal. We also k

at Lennie does noi

etwho did not take

il where they are going. Ge
mes aware that George has to do
v are also different in their characters. Z

can be angry in temperament. He is irritated by thy
becomes more frustrated by Lennie whe
explain things to Lennie again,
men are different in ap

nce is shown when he has to shout after he discovers that '
We learn that he likes to pet soft things ~ like a child would. This:
Lennie needs comfort and closeness — it also forewarns later events in the novel,

Gearge also has to instruct Lennie on how to behave when they meet the boss ﬁ

show how good a worker he is as soon as they start. Lennie says that he will. Ge&é&s
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past in Weed and we find out that Lennie often gets them into trouble so they h
on. This is a foreshadowing of future events. George reveals how he believes tha
without Lennie around as he could even get a girifriend. :

George openly tells Lennie that he is a burden on him and his life could be of a better (\
tension in the relationship as George views his life as being more difficult than it needs
follows instructions to collect firewood George shows that h ‘

When Lennie starts to cry George fe

find takes the time to explal
a dead mouse as a petl. He tells} Z

broke it by petting it.

sadowing future events. Lennie does not realise his o\
pparent when George reminds him about what happened:

Again this i
things. This¥
giving himm

to pet.

The whole pattern of their ifestyle is revealed by Gearge when he is angry at Lenn:
keep their jobs bacause Lennie always does bad things. They never settle anywhes
moving on. George always has to bail him out of trouble. The full details of what h
when he brings up how Lennie felt a girl’s dress, petting it like it was a mouse, This
have seen it that way. When she yells the two of theny have 1o hide in a ditch all d‘

R0

However George becomaes ashamed after his cutburst. He genuinely cares for hi
caused him to feel anguish.

George is sorry about the way that he has treated him and promises that he will gs
chance that he gets. Lennie craftily suggests that George tell hir the story about tt

Mini Vocabulary Guide

Bindle a small number of items rolled up inside a blanket and carriecé

Cat house brothel

‘Coons racoons

Heron a bird with a long neck COPYRIGHT
Morosely in a sad, gloomy manner PROTECTED
Stake an amount of money
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Useful Quotations and Analysis

Quotation

slipped twinkling over the yellow sands in
the sunlight

Steinbeck sho
at the start o

willows fresh and green with e

Steinbeck’s d

Rabbits come fo sit on the

sand

This could be [
he returns to ty

tess hard by boys coming down
e ranches... and beaten hard by
tramps who come wearily down from the
highway...

They had walked in single file down the paih,
and even in the open one stayed beltind the
other

These descripts
destruction wis
gives the impr§§
by man. Z

This immedia
Lennie follow
know anything:

Sirong features

Steinbeck intr

walked his opposite, a huge man, shapeless

The introduct

of face... opposite to G
character.

heauvy hands Straightaway
strong.

He smiled happil This revealst

Lennie.

&% good water,” he said. ‘Looks
vy,

big paw

This line show
and his ccsmpa§

This metaphor§
imagery Steink

Lennie, who had been watching, imitated
George exactly

This shows h
George.

Fesus Christ, you've a crazy bastardl’

"Think I let you carry your own work card?’

George’s war
friend.

Through the ¢
more about t
has to take re
time.

This line show

‘An’ you ain’t gonna do no bad Bhings like
you done in Weed, neither’

George’s wor
has caused tr
also foreshad
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¢ |Useful Quotations and Analysis {continued)

“""“‘} Guotation

"They run us outa Weed’

This line sho
relationship
Steinbeck als

Stowly, like g terri
bring a ball to

( Page 13

imagery for L

George's act

~ George snapped kis fingers sharply cheir relation

‘Blubberin’ like a baby?’ This fine agal

you've broke it pettin’ it Again Steind

George went on furiousky. ‘I got youl’
fooking after
he feels that
fife.

This line shawué
told by George.

George’s word;

s fike us... look ahead fo...” .
; predicament

'Ok, Some day - we're gonuna get the jack This whole pa?
together... Nutsl’ dream of the f

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

T want you o come right here an’ hide in the  This instructi
brush’ end of the novy
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> Questions on Section 1

Reud Section 1 before aunswering the questions.
Active Learning Task 1 :
a. Read the beginning of the novel before the introduction to Geaé

described? 5

7.

23

Copy the following quotations and y words which s*‘?\i

slipped twinkling oz
willows freshasd

satids m the sunlight (p. 7}
every spring {p. 7)

.' beautiful natural descriptions make you think o
r dbout Milton's Paradise Lost in relation to George and
y and innocence could be compared 1o,

¢.  Now discuss with vour poriner the following lines. Be prepared
you think about whot message Steinbeck moy have been frying 3

@ path beaten hard by boys coming down from the ranches...
and beaten hard by tramps who come wearily down from the highu

Write down what you think these descriptions suggest.

d. The first descriptions of the men
We've already focussed on first impressions of George and Le
appearance. Read this description of their clothes:

Both were dyessed in denim frousers and in denim coats with brass
sfurpeless hats and both carried $ight bian sliung over their s

The casual denim tells us 1
of thelr work — to
work that iz,

% hands. The “tight blank
Their lives involve moving from
y have no sense of home. The line
& of workers who move around. Aside from the
rétdompletely opposite in the way that they look,

Write what the ¢lothes reveal about the men in your own wo

e. Yisvaltask
Based on your first impressions of George and Lennie from eo
introduces them, drow and label the men using guotations fr

Alse focus on the differences between them — for example — w
George's features as being ‘sharp’, remember to draw how Lenn

Copy out the table below and use it to compare your drmwings%
cifferent? f

Fegiures

Hands

Eyes
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f. Descriptions of Lennie
Steinbeck uses descriptions to make Lennie sound animal-like in
also has the mentality of o child,
*  Find two guotations o show how Lennie is presented os be

show how he is ‘child-like’. Copy them down. f
*  Write about how Lennie is presented by Steinbedk in Sect

g. Find evidence to show that Lennie

[ stow clumsy irritated cauiious soft

i. George and Lennie’s dream
Read the following possoge about George and Lennie’s drea

‘Some day - we're gonna get the jack fogether and we've gonna hav
acres an’ q cow and some pigs and...”
"An’ live off the fatta the lan’,” Lennie shouted, "An’ have rabbits. G
we're gonna have in the garden and about the rabbits in the cages a
and the stove, and how thick the cream is on the milk like you can ha;
George.” :
Why'n't you do it yourself. You know all of it.”
‘No ... you tell it. It ain’t the same if [ tell it. Go
Well," said George. VWe'll huxve 1 big v
it rains in the winter, we'll ju
stove and set around it

n... George. How
atcl and a rabbit-fug
ith goin’ to work, and
1 comin’ down on the 1005

George runs rell the rest of the dream because h

N Graph that continues what George and Lennie do
jobs they have to do to maintain their farm.

Context: Section 1 {AO4)}

The natural world presents an innocent contrast to the threatening society S E
Lennie are more at ease in this environment, where they can talk freely abo
embraces the idea that to work hard means 1o achieve your dream, tension mou
George brings up work and warns Lennie not to talk to the boss. Thisis due to Leny

Their lifestyle is revealed in more detall when we discover that they move arou COPYRIGHT
culture and therefore move around from place to place to survive. By the end of: PROTECTED
a little about the life of a lonely ranch worker, who lived without family, friends

Of Mice and Men Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 10 of 101




Knowledge Check

Fill in the gops for Section 1 using the words af the boltom.

George and Lennie are travelling They

working. George

also has o disability and is

soft things. The two of them have

forgets things and gets into

sometimes gets fed up of looking after L

having fo move on. He gets but also fee

afterwards. They worked at o place called

becouse Lennie touched a woman's drasg

George is angry at the driver for not dr.

Instead they spend the night at o clearing

down for sleep Lennie ... George to tell the

Weed angry
learning big regret
poo pet loolks
leave simple bus
Lennie smarfer trouble

| Discussion Promp & ;
1. eorge and Lennie’s status based on &

, ak different to what we consider to be Stag;

rom the fext.

akes us feel sympuothetic towards Lennie? Think of two p§
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Foreshadowing in Section 1

The opening and the endi
to the same setting at the
establishes the relationshi

Steinbeck
used some
foreshadowing

Ors scenes associate

glements in the
apening which
us to ;

when he describes how b
clearing and tramps have
language emphasises man
we actually see it,

References are made to Weed which foreshadows the trouble to come for Geo
not get the full details, we are aware that Lennie has a tendency to do bad thin
aiready sets up tension as we want 1o know more about Lennie and what he ha
prablems.

Lennie’s character is developed further as we learn that he likes to pet soft thin
because of his great strength. Although these were accidents we are uneasy ab
could happen with Lennie’s actions. This is another exampile of foreshadowing.

Angther example of foreshadowing is that we are d o George and Le
we realise that this dream keeps both m

about it more with Lennie thro:

it is signific§
inevitability

they even start at the ranch.

Straightaway Steinbeck fo :

ugh their daily realities ang

telis Lennie to hide in the brush if he gets into any trc%
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Analysis
The language Steinhg
idea that h
old marn wity
last night an
find out later that this old man is Candy and he reminds them twice that the bos,

e¥tribe the bunkhouse is piain. George is angry§
ay be infested with fleas and lice. They arrive at ten o'y
and shows them the bunkhouse. He tells them straightaway ¢

We find out that the boss takes his anger out on Crooks, the stable-buck. Candy

a ‘nigger’. mmediately we are aware that Crooks is presented as the lowest in t€

is makes the reader uneasy — already George and Lennie are on ¢

the stable-buck and for being black. This treatment of Crooks is further reinforce
Christmas they actually let him come in for the night. We [earn that Crooks is an
differently to the others on the ranch. It's natural that he does not live with the
1930s America.

Shortly after this exchange, we meet the boss. He wore high-heeled boots
and spurs — this makes it clear that he isn't a labourer.

Whan the boss questaons them George sands Lan :

iten. The boss
hears that Lesass is guestions whether or
not Georg 3 and takmg his pay.

The overall situation with the boss shows us that George and
Lennie are already under suspicion. George teils the boss that
they are cousins and that he'd told Lennie’s mum that he'd
take care of him. Nevertheless the boss teils George that he
has his eye on them. He also asks about Weed which catches

George off guard. George's response is brief, he tells the boss
that the job was done. Tension is heightened as George tells
Lennie that they are being walched and they can't afford to
make any mistakes.

George is annoyed to find that Candy was hanging around ouiside. He comes in
There are parallels to be followed between the relati '
The dog struggies and depends compieteiv

George insists that Candy W
guy on a ranch
himseif to

is conversation with the boss. In his ¢
ask guestions. This shows us that he believes &
ke no ties. 5

When Curley enters he is described as being young and he wears a work glove o :
his father. He asks if anyone has seen his father. He stands like a boxer and is agg
left, Candy says that Curley sees himself as a boxer and doesn’t like men who are§
to prove his manliness by challenging them. We also find out that Curley has reu\
with the workers Slim and Carison.
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When Candy leaves George expresses his troubled feelings to Lennie. He reveais§
he is going to have trouble with Curley. He explains that he has seen that kind of:
he is going to have a go at Lennie because of his size. f

Curley’s wife stands in the doorway. She has full, rouged lips and heavily made-up :
her hair is colled. She throws herself forward — it seems she has come to look at th
staring at her and his eyes move over her. Slim turns up a
her husband. She goes back to the house. George

ng involved with Curley or his wife%
e and that it's a bad place. Lennie also thinky
wme. It's ironic that it’s George who says they have to ¢

Gegrge warns Lennie about the
him that he doesn't likeys
will foreshag

Steinbeck pré#Enis Slim as a character to be respected. He's interested when he
stick together because it’s so unusual.

Carlson also comes in and meets the two men. He's friendly and talks with Slim
produced some new puppies. He then brings up Candy’s old dog and suggests th

George and Lennie are about to follow when Curley rushes in. He speaks angrily
tone is just as insulting when he answers Curley’s questions about his wife. After.
as George reveals the extent of his hatred for him: he says that he hates his gutsé
know that there will be trouble involving Curley in the future.

Mini Vocabulary Guide

Burlap ticking coarse material which co
Vials small glass jars
Roaches cockroag
Pants rabbits et

matiress

fice

mattiress cover
Stable buck the negro who looks after the stable
Skinner driver of @ mule team {mule means a type of horse}
& bum steer false information
Buckers loaders
Handy a good fighter
Canned sacked
Purty pretty

Jerkiine skinner  driver who can control a team of mules with a single rein:
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& | Useful Quotations and Analysis

Quotation

Ya see the stable buck’s a nigger’ This is the intre
the general tre
1930s America;

worker, Stronyg George's simil
a worker, agai
terms.

% he's sure

‘A guy on a vanch don’t never listen nov he Candy’s words:
don’t ast no questions’ existence of thy

He glanced coldly... fisis This descriptio
Curley as bein
character.

"Lennie’s strong and quick and Lennie don't  George reveals
know no rules’ be potentially &
foreshadows o

s sausages’ The descriptio

I seen ‘em poison before, but I never seen no George's warnd
piece of jail buit worse than her’ the story and
relation to wo

TH's mean here Lennie’s words
and his interacy
fronic that it’s
insists that the
money. ‘
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The descriptios
mast respecte

Slinv’s surprises
for men to trag
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? Questions on Section 2

Active Learning Task 1
Read Section 2 before answering the guestions. :
a. Describe the buillding ot the start of this section in your own wo

b,  What is the reason that Lennie isn't too bri ceording to Ge

d then write down

and pugnacious. Lennie squirmed under the look and shifted his foet g

Here's an example: ,
He stands fike a boxer and his behaviour is aggressive. The w

fike a bully: ‘wWell, nex' time you answer when you've spoke
up tension — ivamediately he's a threat. Candy’s comment s
pretty handy. He done quite a bit in the ring. He's a lightw

d. Write down another reason why Curley singled out Lennie. Yo
yOur answer.

e. What does George remind Lennie fo do if he gets into Trouble@%

Draw and label with quot

He moved with a majesty only achieved by royalty and master crafts
(...) His authority was so great that lus word was taken on any subjeck,

Underline any words or phrases which give you an impression of
of PEE, write a short description about how you feel that Slim is pre

h.  Write down words and phrases Carlson uses to describe Cand
the dog does this create for the reader?

COPYRIGHT
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. When Slim and Carlson leave what does Lennie excitedly talk

i+ Look ot the words and phrases Steinbe
You seen a girl around |

‘Well, what the hellz

George st

siat the end of the%
it angrily. ‘

. wimed really to see George for the first time, His eyes :
hiseight, measured his reach, looked at lus trim middle. (pp

ching the angry ittle man.

W your own words, write about how Steinbeck presents Curley
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Context: Section 2 {AD4)}

/ tmmediately Steinbeck introduces us to the hierarchical nature of the
ranch — George and Lennie are warnad that the boss is mad, the boss takes
his anger out on Crooks because he is a ‘nigger’ — Steinbeck shows us how
Crooks is the lowest in status terms.

Steinbeck’s natural style reveals how it was commaon
differently in American cuiture at this tim :
is reinforced when the boss can’t he

alack peaple
: nature of society
s2orge isn’t using Lennie for

his pay
Candy rein ary nature of a ranch worker: he believes that a
man shouid? himself and not make ties.

Discussion Prompts

How the word ‘nigger’ was used in 1930s America

The word ‘nigger’ is an insulting term for ‘Negro’, which is itself a der
people, but in the 1930s people would use these terms regularly. In T
were not seen as being equals by many white people. Separation wa
places. Therefore it's natural that Crooks doesn't live with the others. |
the animais {the stables). ‘

B8

Thinking obout Crooks’ seporation from mén, why do you th
situote Crooks in the stables, bunkhouse separate fr
thirke his use of the saites to this separation and freatm

N
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Knowledge check

Fill in the gaps for Seclion 2 using the words af the boltom.

George and Lennie arrive ot the the nex;

takes them o their

who is angry as they haveﬁ\fﬁf

s about George and Lennig’s

wheth€t or not he is taking advantage of Lennie. George

that they are cousins and that Lennie was kicked in the

he was young.

After the boss has left, we are introduced fo Candy and his old

inferrupts them. We find out that he sees himself as o

men who are larger than him. He is looking for his dad, the boss, cmc%

oo,

He is

rge worries that,

between them. Afrer Curley ha ils them about his youn

warns that she is o

Len

Curley’s wife comes in. She is pretty but heavily made up. Lennie can

. After she leaves George warns Lennie

away from her foo.

and Carlson come in. Carlson suggests th

as he is old. Before George ond Lennie

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

men out, Curley shows up again and is

Tension rises between the characters.

boxer

ranch staring
shot boss
lies bunkhouse flirt

\ hostile relationship:
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Active Learing Task 2 :
. Research as much as you can about this period of time ond consider how &
as a victim of persecution when you read the rest of the text, in particular

b, A lot of characters

Candy

The boss
Curley
Crooks
Curley’s wife
Slim
Carl

‘Lennie’s strong and quick and Lennie don't know no rules.” (p. 28)

i} Whao says this?
i} Why do they say ii?

d. Who is i#?

Al people stopped when he spoke” (p. 34)
His arms gradually bent at the elbows and his hands closed in fists” (p. 27)

‘Leaned against the door frame so that hey body was tHhrown forward’ (p. 32)

Foreshadowing

Write down one thing that you have learned about the following charact@is:;

i} What does it reveal about Lennie? Refer to what we know about him ¢

Copy out the quotation and write down which character is being describeg;

Bvents. We know that so meE
¥ Happened before {for example, in W
the pool and wait for him there if he get

Steinbeck sets up a lot of tension by §
Lennie as the text progresses
past, George reminds b

Also the boss™Sinstantly suspicious of them both, he asks George guestions about%
suspects that he is taking advantage of him. He also asks Lennie to speak for himsé
after we meet Curley, then his wife. George warns Lennie to stay away from both

Steinbeck uses irony when Lennie himself says that he doesn’t want to stay theré«::;

they stay for money.

George warns that Lennie is strong and doesn’t know any rules, which again creg

Parallels are set up between Lennie and Candy’s dog who also seems to be headi
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Analysis
In his discussion with George, 5lim speaks favourably about Lennie, admiring hin
acknowledges that he isn’t bright, but recognises him as a good worker, George
agrees, telling Slim that he'll do whatever you say. f

George then confides in Slim about his relationship with Lennie and we find out A
them. We hear about Lennie’s close relationship with his Aunt Clara, who used t
George also confesses that he was quite mean to Lennie and played some nasty

jump in a river, Z

George also explains the reasons why he sticks with Lennie in some more deptix%

ranch werkers on their own and they don’t have any fun. In fact, they become rrig

companianship and closeness that comes from his fri wiwvith Lennie. There
something from his relationship with Lennie t :

i Weed. We find out that the girl at v
the red symbol of danger becomes mor

He also talks some more abo
which makes us visualic

Also Georg es how there was a lynch party after Lennie which suggests a
After Weed

hurt but George assures him that she wasn’t, but was very scarad.

Lennie comes in and sits down quickly. immediately George can tell by his actior}%

puppy. George tells him off — he must take the puppy back straightaway. Lennie
manner, telling George that he just wanted to pet him a little.

ge and Lennie hid in a ditch under water and then escaped at ny

Candy and Carlson return to the bunkhouse. Carlson nags about Candy’s oid dog agi
shoot him? Carison has no empathy for Candy who protests that his dog was the be
There’s a sense of foreshadowing in Carlson's description when he describes how ¢
When Slim agrees with Carlson, Candy agrees to do it. The men try to continue as n
out, however there's a tense atmosphers until a shotish 5

George talks with Whit, another ranch Urley’s wife. Whit says th

are around. George says that she

the next night with the rest of the group. Lennie and
eateningly. He's looking for his wife and is suspicious of Sli

e a mess. Again this foreshadow

When it's guieter, George asks Lennie about what Slim was doing in the barn an
turned up. Then Lennie moves onto the dream again, asking how long it will be by
the land and have the rabhbits?
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Candy listens as George tells same of his story about the dream. George describ
windmiil, a shack, a chicken run, a kitchen and an orchard. Again, their dream is
Candy has heard it.

He wants to become a part of the draam and discusses his financial prospects w
saved which he could contribute. At first George is unsure but after discussing t
wonder. Candy also tells them that he would leave the
suddenly seem possibie and the dream becomes
says that they will fix up the place that hg
firmly —in a month and he warns
that he had shot his dog. i

d and they'll live there. Len
keep guiet about it. Candy confe

This revealdg feels that he should have taken responsibility for his dog
Whit come b Slim is scowling as Curley has accused him of flirting with his
should tell his wife to stay at heme Curley turns on him too, but Carlson isn't thr
hirn that he would kick his head off and Candy joins in by showing his disgust at

Curley turns on Lennie, who is still smiling about the dream farm.
By this point, Curley is extremely angry and he misinterprets
Lannie’s smile. He thinks that Lennie Is laughing at him, so atiacks
him. Lennie is frightened as he is beaten up by Curley. Curley’s
cowardly behaviour is shown through his vicious attack on
Lennie. Despite Lennie’s size, Curley assumes that he is gentle.
It's shocking that Curley hits Lennie in the face until he's
bleeding. He looks to George for support, but it is not until
George gives him permission to defend himself that he grabs
Curley’s hand.

Slim wants 1o step in but George shou
himseif. The tables turn as Lengd
extent of Lennie’s stren
fish. Georg
Lennie fina

& and we see the full
ity of Lennie’s actions have an effect ina
Fiwo et go but Lennie, gripped in terror, won't. Curley's:
Curley looks in wonder at his crushed hand.

Siim and Carlson plan to take Curley to Soledad for medical treatment but Georgy
get fired as a result of what has happened. Slim tells Curley to tell his dad thata ;
order to save his reputation on the ranch. Curley agrees,

George’s earlier line which foreshadowed trouble is brought up again when Geo

Lennie,

Mini Vocabulary Guide

Hands workers
Slug a single drink, especially of alcohol
Rheumatism a painful condition involvin #d the muscies
Loaded shell an unfired bullet
Magazine the part o : : olds the bullets
Barrel { e gun through which the buliet travels wi
Ejector it of a gun which throws out the empty cartridge of
Run n enclosure for animals in which they can feed, run etc.
‘Cots apricots

Alfaifa a plant widely grown for animal feed :
Smoke-house a building where meat or fish is prepared by means of sma«é%
Setter dog a setter is any several breeds of iong-haired dogs :

Candy wagon a bus or truck used for {ransport
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6 Useful Quotations and Analysis

Quotation

“Well, what the hell was she doin’?

This dress on ﬂ“\
Curley'’s wife as.
her. :

‘He's jes’ like a kid, ain’t he?’ This is Slim's pg

Carlson’s inse

gh ?ou ivas fo take him out and shoot him
right in the back of the head...”

‘Ever’ time the guys is around she shows #p’  This line showe:

men - we later:
company. !
George’'s word:
Curley’s wife bt

“‘She’s gouna wmake a mess’

ho be till we get Steinbeck reini

¢ on the fatta the much it's need

Lennie needs i

‘George,
tHhat

w0t a little win'mill. Got a little shack on i, Gaorge’s word:
an’ a chicken run. Got a kitchen, orchard, about their d
cherries, ap;ales, peaches, ‘cots, nuis, got a about thew
few berries

‘Tl break their God dawan necks. Uil I'll Although Len ,:
smash them with a stick’ h
cats, his a
harm and aga
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Well do her,” he said George beiieveg

reality.

This line show.;.:éss
released whick

Then Curles

covered hiis face with his huge paws Again Steinb
bleated with tervor

when he des

The next minute Curley was flopping like a This line captu:“é:“
fish on a line :

as Curley is req
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? Questions on Section 3

Active Learning Task 1
Read Section 3 before answering the guestions.

a. What does Slim say about Lennie as a worker?

k. Read what Slim says about ranch- yeneral,

wethey, | hardly never seen fug
Liiey just come in and gel their bunk and

Eave

1e. Never seem fo give a damm about nobody.” (

‘Hardly none of #
ksow how H

2

own what impression Slim gives cbout the lives of ranchy
iment on key words and phroses. :

R

¢. What do we find out about Lennie’s relationship with Aunt Clare.
d. What does George confess fo Slim about, when he is talking o

. Read what George says about lone ranch-workers:

T seen the guys that go around on the ranches alone. That ain'f no ;
After a long time they get mean. They get wantin’ fo fight all the ting

What benefits does George get from his friendship with Lennie
help you with your answer. :

f.  George also confesses to Slim about ie did in Weedﬁ?

detail as possible.

few pigeons, a dog and cots. At one point Lennie interrupts to
i} What is it?
it} Whao does it involve?

iii}  Why does he say this?

vl  Whaot does Steinbecdk show about Lennie through his threa:

COPYRIGHT
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i. Loter on in this section, we know that Lennie’s frightened by Cu
him. Underline any words and phroses which show Lennie’s
answer with quotations to show that Lenn trared of the situd

it he got up and tried fo ¥

st Lennie with his left, and Hen sm
Ferror. Blood welled from fis nose. “Geor
ricked until ie was against the wall, and Curley
@'s hunds remained af his sides; he was too frightened to a3

Lennie looked helplessly at { eueg
balanced and po
right. Lennis

ember that a choracier's feelings are revealed through th
How does Steinbeck show that Lennie is scared in this paragrap
and PEE to support your answer. :

Of Mice and Men Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 23 of 101




Y Questions on Section 3 {continued)

"1 Look af the two examples of animalistic language Steinbeck u;
he fights back. For each phrase write down what i suggests aby

i} Lenmnie covered his face with his hige paws (p. 58)
This line suggests...

it} bleated with terro:
The wory,

Context: Section 3 (AO4)

The predatory nature of society is again presented when George confides i
Lennie during their younger years. He exploited Lennie, taking advantage o
aisc learn that George now needs Lennie as much as Lennie needs Gecrge. This
to be alone, which is the common lifestyle in this ranch culture. The companion
unusual on the ranch and in the culture of migrant farmers during this period.

Candy’s dog is another exampie of cruelty in American society. Carlson insists o
ocutlived his usefulness. When Candy asks if he can become a part of the dream
as he knows that he will be asked to leave the ranch soon due {0 his age and di
possibility, by the end of this section the incident with Curley casts a grim fores
their future.
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Knowledge Check

Fill in the gaps for Seclion 3 using the words af the boltom.

This part of the novel takes place in the

saying what o

rker he s and h '

and Lennie travel around togetha Gonfides in Slim and tells

R

o admits that he used to tell Lenniy

cdvg

even told him to in

Georé;e aiso tells Slim aobout what happened in

he is hiding o

. George tells him to toke |

. Carison tells

because he is

is to his faithful dog. Whit shows Slim ¢

sent by o man who used fo

on the ranch.:

Condy finally agrees to let shoot his dag%

o on Saturd

Vvithen Lennie refu

about their dream . When Candy overh

, ueérge starts to

anyone. Candy confides in George that

the dog himself.

Curley is when he sees Lennie smiling abg

farm. Curley beats Lennie up until Geo

back. Lennie

Curley not o tell or he will spread the truth. George tells Lennie tha

bunkhouse brothel
wrong dog
Lal puppyY dream
close | shot Candy
\ barn suffering plan
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Active Learning Task 2
Through Gearge’s conversaiion with Slim we find out about the history behind
refationship which started from a young age.

g. In your own words write down the history of George and Lennie
how it started to currently. Remember to include: how they becar
horrible treatment of Lennie of First, their? siiag lifestyle, wha
and their current situation.

Z2

Another event in Section 3 1 . old dog. lust like George takes o
tirst, the cruelty of the eak is shown when Carlson wants fo kill ©

different points and quolations.

Foreshadowing in Section 3
There are many foreshadowing elements in this part of the story which lead us
e The story of Weed describes Lennie’s unchanging behaviour — he does not
= We witness the extent of Lennie’s capacity to do harm when he crushes Cu
e  The way Carlson kills Candy’s dog creates a tense mood which foreshadow
»  Candy confides in Gearge that he wishes that he'd killed the dog himself -

which George makes to shoot Lennie himself rather than let Curley and th
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Analysis
This section s at the barn where Crooks lives. Steinbeck spends a lot of tim

know that where someone lives tells a iot about what they are like. This is why §
arrangements are neat averall but he has some itemns scattered argund. He does
because he is not sharing with other men. We also learn that Crooks is isolated a
others and demands that they keep theirs.

Steinbeck presents Crocks as having a body which is bent over to the left by his

which lie deeply in his head and glitter with intensity. His face is lined and his lip
spine has been damaged as the result of an accident. We learn that he's in const
liniment to rub his spine. He's also literate — books are specifically mentioned in
independent. He's annoyed when Lennie interrupts his self-treatment and is shag
has no right to come in his room. f

K wants us to havw
anted in the bu
others is a defence n

Crooks is a victim of prejudice because he's black and Stein!
it's understandable when he fells Lennie that bec
him in his room. Steinbeck is showing that h
against others who have treated b

Lennie is lonel s are spending their Saturday night in town. Ai
but he lets " This is because he is disarmed by Lennie’s smile. Like:
some Com he is friendiier to him. Straightaway Lennie lets it slip about
tells Crooks that Candy is thinking about the rabbits and Crooks makes comment:
Lennie has to respond. He insists that it isn’t a lie and they are going to live off the

forgotien George’s rule not to tell anyone.

When Crooks talks about his childhood Lennie doesn’t really listen — his mind is
Steinbeck shows the theme of loneliness: even if men talk, others don't really lis
opportunity to torture Lennie, telling him that George may not return. This is to
such thoughts. In this sense Crooks is taking delight in psychologically torturing L
about George's possible desertion which upsets Lennie. His face actually lights u

Lennie becomes increasingly worried and confused by this torment. This nearly
dangerously towards Crooks, who realises that he could be indanger. Tension m
his words to reassure Lennie that George will be alri

& to the conclusion that ey
ome lonely and sick. This makes us f&
very aware of his own THe talks of how he has no one to set guideli
: “tells him about their hopes for land, Crooks is scor
ss through with the same thought in their heads but they ne
sads. !

Crooks has thought a lot about lonelin

hundreds
it's justinth

Candy comes in after Crocks has given him permission. He can't cover up the plea
At first Candy is reluctant to come in and talk 1o Crooks because he's aware of the
the ranch. This makes him feel uncomfortable and he says that this is the first time,
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When the dream of land is brought up again Crooks again is brutal about it —he in
tatk before and it seems like every man is thinking of land. Candy sticks up for the
the money needed in the bank and has the land picked out for the three of them.
dream of land is actually becoming a plan of action, he asks if he can become parts
to respond Curley’s wife comes in and interrupts them. She’s very abrupt when shi
of the weak ones behind. This is ironic as she too Is isolated and weak because she
company and seeks it. Curley has gone to the brothel with Ather men. We feel
as she too is lonely.

‘to tatk too every once in a while.
wes her isolation despite being married —
find out the truth about Curley’s crushed hand.

She confides when she telis them
in the house ali of the timg

She tells the:! Stary of her own draam. Again, this makes her very similar to the
have gone off doing shows and become a film star. One man had even said that he ¢
However, any sympathies which we have for her do not last as she Insuits tham ail, |

Candy reacts angrily. He again reveals information about their land and says thaﬁ
getting fired. She laughs about their plan and then asks Lennie about his facial in
know what to say without George’s guidance. Al that he can do is repeat the sto
caught in a machine, :

She speaks to Lennie flirtatiously and she says that she might get a couple of raby
Lennie wants. Lennie doesn’t understand the double meaning behind her words
up, trying to protect Lennie, He tells her he will ask the boss to stop her coming
man, confronting a white woman is putting himself at great risk due 1o his social
is ugly as she threatens to have him strung up against atrg

She also exers : ndy. Before she sneaks back to the house she
that he bu ecause she thinks that he had it coming to him. Crooks ti
st sure if t ts them there anymore. This is because if they hadn’t come ir
either — and the chain of events which led to him being threatened wouldn’t hav,

reminded him of his true position and he no longer wants to be part of the drear

B

George returns and scowls when he hears that the plans for the farm have come%
Candy to forget about his request before to be part of the plan. He's changed his%

Mini Vocabulary Guide

Riveter a tool used to fasten rivets. Rivets are small metal bolts. &
Hame the piece along a horse collar to which chains are attache<§
Champing chewing noisily 5
Meager of small amount

Keg a small barrel

Rummy acard gam

Whinnied d a horse makes

Twict 5, sudden punch

Subsid almed down
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&

Useful Quotations and Analysis

Quotation

He kept his distance and demanded that
other people kept theirs

Crooks is des
and this line re
ranch-workers:

T ain’t wanited in the bunkl
ain’t wanted in my e

@ _rooks scowled, but Lennie’s disarming
swile defeated him.

His voice grew soft and persuasive, ‘5'pose
George don't come back no more.”

‘a guy gets foo lonely an’ he gets sick’

‘Nobody gets to heaven, and nobody nev
gets no land’

1ld want a hand to work
Just his keep, wiy I'd come an’

His words shoy
way of living
the experien

Crooks longs ff\
himself.

Crooks canno

Crooks explaing
on aman. '

Crooks reveals,
behind many o

possibility of
that he woul

Think I dow’t like to talk to somebody ever’
once in a while?’

‘u nigger an’ a dam-dum and a lousy ol
sheep’

"Well, you keep your place then, Nigger. I
could get you strung up on a free so easy it
ain’t even funny.”

Curley’s wife rg

Curley’s wife EE
weaknesses of;
and Candy.

Again Curley’
the way that
what little pow
is an example ¢
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? Questions on Section 4

b.

Active Learning Task 1
Read Section 4 before answering the guestions.
a.

What do we learn about Crooks from the living arrangements he:

"lean face was li iack wrinkles’ (p. 62} reveals that

{r. 62} could suggest that...

line to show that Crocks is angry about the way that he k\

‘Crooks scowled, but Lennie’s disarming smile defeated him' (p. 63).

What is Steinbeck revealing about Crooks’ character through t
What does Crocks do to provoke Lennie and moke him feel ar

L tell ya & guy gets too lonely an’ he gets sick” (p. 66).

What is Steinbeck showing about the effects of isolation i'hmug%

How does Crooks react o George and Lennie’s dream?

“Af you... guys woidd want a hand fo work for nothing - just his keep, why

What mokes Crooks change his min o become a p

finues the encounter between
. “Listen, Nigger,” she said. ‘You know:
¢ Crooks stared hopelessly at her, and then Ji;
Himself. She closed on him. "You know what I could ¢
swinller, and he pressed himself against the wall. Yes, ma’am
Well, you keep your place then, Nigger. I could get you strung u
even funny.’ :
Crooks had veduced himself to nothing. There was no persona;
arouse either like or dislike. He said; "Yes, ma’am,” and his voi

Read the short passa
‘She turned &

Using the fext in bold, write about how Curev’s wife assesrt
her actions, choice of language and her assertion of status. A
behaviour on Crooks, and how his behavicur contrasts with ho

Write o couple of paragraphs and remember to use PEET
Some pupils find that planning their answer first helps, or yi
some answers and get started,

ed his mind about

By the end of this section, Crookas | :
’ e section, write ahout wha

Based on the events .
longer wanting
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Context: Section 4 {AQ4)

Crooks is introduced in this section — so far as we’ve only heard about him f:
Steinbeck reveals how isolated Crooks is on the ranch — he doesn’t live with:
used to the way he's treated — he keeps his distance from the other men. Stein
Crooks who is a victim of prejudice because of his skin colour. The cruelty of so
that the outcasts on the ranch are left to their own device Saturday night
Curley's wife are the isolated figures who are left b

it'is to be isolated in society. TH
el sympathy for Crooks despite his acts
they would become lonely and sick.

Through Crogks, Steinbeck shows
psychologically tortures Len
everybody neegls

However, (¢ i a victim of prejudice on the ranch, and the way that he has b
hands has made him bitter, and has left him beligving that Lennie’s dream is no
in his comment, ‘Just-like heaven. Ever'body wants a little piece of lan’. | read p
never gets to heaven, and nobody gets no land’ (p. 67). Despite this, he laterw
when he realises that it might provide him with possibility. However, by the en
his fate as a victim of a society which brands him an outcast. He makes this dec
Curley’s wife, who used her position to threaten him. Through this event, Steinbg
order established even with the weak: it's the nature of soclety. :
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Knowledge Check

Fill in the gops for Section 4 using the words in the box.

s night and Crooks is in his room when

appears at his door, At first Crooks tells him.

allowed in the sentually Crooks warms:

serying that ol

as what if George doesn’t come 2 it is on

that Crooks realises that it's best to stop

He Lennie down and then tells him abouf%

Candy appears and falks to Lennie about the

aren't being realistic about the foarm — George is oul now ot a

insists that #'s real — money hos gone in the bank. Crooks asks if he ca

Curley’s wife appears claiming to look £

ouldi’t be fooling aro

Curley's Candy tells her to leave. He go

She questions Lennie about his

repeatls the line about him getting his hand caught in the

her to get out or he will go 1o the and 1
furns on him, threatening 1o have him strung up to o tree, They heor

George appears and is that the farm ph

COPYRIGHT
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Crooks tells Candy to forget his earlier offer to join the farm.

ploce Lennie annoyed

machine calms
rabbiis whorehouse
dream Saturday
join bruises lenely

\\ George hand
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Analysis
it's Sunday afternoon and the workers have some free time. Most men are outsi*‘ﬁ
he is looking at a small dead puppy which is faid out in front of him. He strokes a;
Lennie has bounced the puppy too hard — again, without knowing his own streng

R,

He puts the body in a little hollow and covers it up with hay. We know that he he
about where to go if he has done a bad thing: he has to go hide in the brush. Aga
Lennie is not aware of his own strength: he talks to the puppy, asking him why d

He plans to tell George that he found the puppy like that but hurls it in anger as he%
through his Hie. He says that he won't get to tend the rabbits but brings back the pé

At this point Curley’s wife appears and moves guietly so that | gnnie doesn’t hea
her and tries to cover the pup with hay. He tells hert iSijot supposed to tal
she knows he broke her husband’s hand. f

She explains that Curley do U tallc to anybody. She asks what he h
more detail ab e the puppy — Lennie was trying to tell the p

Curley's w
while. Lennig dgain expresses his concern about what George would say.
We find out Curley’s wife
needs someone to talk to
and she recognises that
Lennie is a nice man. She’s
unhappy with how she lives
and insists that she could
have made something of
herself.

She then telis Lennie about
her background starting
with how she came to
Salinas as achildand a
show came through an
met ane of gk
said that s
the show, he
wouldn’t let her because
she was only fifteen, iater
she met another guy who
told her that he would put
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her in films and that she was a natural, he told her when he got back to Hollywoe:
never got the letter but suspects that her mum stole it, she confronted her mum§
letter, she married Curley to get out of her own home and finally she reveals hoy
wife is similar to Lennie, Crooks and Candy because, like them, she doesn’t fit i
them, she's isolated.

lust like when Crooks talks about his childhood, Lennie d
This reinforces the sense of loneliness as even w ‘
is when Carlson doesn't empathise with £

really pay atten
talk, others do
8takes out his dog.

‘He gives details about the house, garden
ts and he explains about how he likes to pet soft:
she thinks t : but then she understands a bit more. She tells him that s
then talks LG w nice her own hair feels and she invites Lennie to touch it. Sh
then tells him to stop and jerks her head sideways, and Lennig’s fingers close on h
him to let go but the more she panics, the more he hangs on.

Lennie tells Curley’s wif
rabbits. She a

Lennie shakes her in anger at doing ancther bad thing and breaks her neck. Herb
us of the incident with Curley’s hand. When he realises what he has done he gro
done another bad thing and that George will be angry. He remembaers George’s
decides o take the pup’s body so that George will not be as mad.

Candy discovers the body of Curley’s wife and he gets George, When George di
have known and believes that part of him did. They talk about what to do next.
do to Lennie if he catches him — he would not show any mercy. Candy then rev
be getting the farm anymore. Before George even answers, he knows that it worn
George makes a decision to tell the others. He then tells iy that they might t
instructs Candy to tell them when he’s back inthe

Soon ail of the men are at the barn:

Whit, Curley and Crooks who c
in last. Curley wants to g s

up ig that he'll get his Luger. When they have gone Slim t¢
Lennie is th ‘of her death. George accepts this but asks if they could brin
defends Lennig, teiling Slim that he's nuts. Slim understands but knows that Cu
revaals that Lennie has stolen his Luger.

Curley coldly calls Lennie a nigger and says that he’s now got a shotgun. He then;
Lennie’s guts.

The group are now justified in killing Lennie as they presume that he has the stol
to kill Lennie — he doesn’t want to stay with his wife’s body. He tells Whit to go
aiso suspicious of George and tells him that he's going with them. He tells Candy:
reminds George to stick with them.

.| Mini Vocabulary Guide

4 } Taloned a fork with ‘claws’;
Bulley a small .
Dugs t
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&

Useful Quotations and Analysis

3 :
Guotation

...looked at a little dead puppy that lay in
front of him

T don’ like Curley. He ain’t a nice fella.”

Lenmie began to cry with fright

her body flopped like a fish

greatest fear. You an’
tle place, can’t we George?

You stick with us so we don’t Hhink you had
nothin’ to do with this’

The start of th
of Curley's w
his puppy.

This line shows
confides in Leri

foneliness — s

Lennie panic
Curley's wife

This line rem
strength and
reminiscent o
encounter wi

Candy’s ‘great
ionger go ah
part of it.

Curley reveals
George with re;
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= Questions on Section 5

Active Learning Task 1
Read Section 5 before answering the guestions.

a. lenmnie is alone af the start of this section. Where are the other rancﬁ

b, Lennie is worried agbout how Geoarge it react. What ho

¢. Look at the description . What do you notice ak

ife come to Salinas as o child, A show came thro
g cctors, who said that she could go with the show. Her mum §
she was only fiffeen.

Later she met anofher guy who told her thot he would put
o natural. He told her that when he gof back to Hollywood
never got the letter but suspects that her mum stole it. She
said that he hadn’t foken o letter, She married Curley to g
she doesn’t even like him.

Using the information above, write a diary entry as Curley’
and write about the events leading up to Curley’s proposal fo
o charmer ab the Riverside Dance Palace. Make up o Christion
fong entry or a series of diary entries. A possible start could b
Salings. Use your imagination as Steinbeck does not give us o

e. How real do you think that Curiey 5
that the letter was seni? :

f. s Curley’s wife n Eye Write down an example from

wing short passage and underline Lennie’s reactic
Lenmie was in a panic. His face was contorted. She screamed then, and £
her mouth and nose. "Please dow’t,” he begged. "Ohl Please dow’t do that;
i} What does it show about his behaviour?

ii} What incidents referred 1o earlier in the novel are we rerg

h.  her body flopped like a fish (p. 82) :

What technique does Steinbeck use fo describe Curley’s wife? \3
COPYRIGHT
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i.  When George discovers the body he says, :
T should have knew (..} I guess muaybe way back in wv head I did.” (p. 84)

What is George talking aboui? In nigy he feel respaé

What is Candy’s *
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Context: Section 5 {AQ4)

Curiey's wife’s loneliness on the ranch becomes evident when she approach
becomes clear that she's unhappy on the ranch. She reveals how she had a ¢
Like George and Lennie, it is one of escapism: 1o be a film star. However, once ag
drearmns, and tragedy strikes when Lennie accidently breaks her neck, :

d have knowr'. Th
‘their dream and brea
Hity. It also suggests that George
ndy too, knows that his hopes of esc,

When George discovers the body he tells Candy that

it was Lennie who made him believe
course of events, as Lennie :

Gt arison about shooting Lennie in the guis reveals the crueity o
there will be no mercy, despite Lennie’s disability. In this sense, Steinbeck prese
threatening place where the strong attack the weak,

| Debate Prompt

Curley’'s Wife :
Do you think that a different side is shown to Curley’s wife at this point of
take one side of the argument, one arguing for a sympathetic reading of
against. Find 3 guotations in the text to support vour argument and then
anather member of the class as witness. Whaose argument is more convin

Foreshadowing
This section begins in a

strokes the Ve start of the novel.

When Curley e shows up at the barn we know that something bad is going t
foreshadowing descriptions throughout the novel so far. In particular, we are re
who waore red, as Curley’s wife wears the clothes that she wore when Steinbeck
dress and the shoes with the red ostrich feathers. E

The ominous fesling builds up 1o create tension when Lennie moves closer to Cu
how he likes to pet soft things. We already know that Curley’s wife is a threat to
know that Lennie does not know his own strength and Curley’s wife is vuinerable

The tension is heightened when she lets him stroke her hair as we immediately E
the dead puppy and mice of the past. When Carlson comes in and says that Len
that Lennie does not have the sense to plan ahead and ste Therefore this fo
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Knowledge Check

Fill in the gaps for Section 5 using the words ot the boltom.

is on his own in the bam stroking his deod

i ot him and won't.

that George will b

SRy in the hay to

he changes his mind ang! it again realising

itup agcﬁr%

Curley's wife has in quietly. She asks what

allowed o to her. When she discovers the

plenty of in the world, but Lennie worries ¢

after the rabbits, Curley’s wife talks about her pastand her

film star. Lennie is more concerned about the rabbits. She carries on re

met . He tells her about how he ltkes to

her hair, He d

things and she invites him to

him fo

until she becomes lifeless

Candy finds Curley’s wife and geis George. They

the bunkhouse so that he is not o when C

Candy hopes that they will still have the form but George knows tha

come in and Curley Lennie s’rmightaway%

guts. Carlson follows him out to get his bc

has stolen it. They all leave to search for Lennie, COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

suspect Lennie

blames picks
dream river
ang faik struggle

\\ rabbits mutts
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Analysis
The novel er vhere it began — at the Salinas river. it’s now late afternoon and
description of nature — a water snake swims across the river but becomes the pr
captures Steinbeck’s ideas about the hunter and the prey in society — this links t

foreshadows what’s to come., :

Lennie moves like a creeping bear and finds a place to wait for George. As he site
wish that he was alone without Lennie causing trouble for him. This suggests tha
has he done a bad thing but he may have done something bad enough for them
says that he could go off and find a cave to live in, which echoes the start of the

do precisely that. Howewver, that was under different circumstances. :

Lennie visualises Aunt Clara before him and she tells him off for causing more tr¢.
let him tend to the rabbits now.

yalises a giant ra %
e talls him that h
George will beat him

Lennie’s mental health can be questioned at this point as by
voice, just like the vision of Aunt Clara did. The ra
wouldn't let him ook after any rabbits. The
leave him. The rabbit continues t
shouts for George, who

ithat
: n and again, telling him that Ge
“He asks him what he is yelling about an
tells him no.

much time. THiS creates tension. Lennie asks if George is going to give him hell ang
him that he doesnt remember anything that happens but he remembers words §
normal so that nothing appears out of the ordinary to Lennie but he says the lines
Lennie wants to know if he's going to give him more hell but George replies that h

George then tells the story about the farm. This is tragic for George and the read
about to die. Tension increases as the men’s voices sound closer than before. G
realises that he’s to get this done. He tells Lennie to look across the river. As he
Carlson’s gun and prepares to kill him. Finally George reassures Lennie that they
he’s not mad at him. He tells him that he’s never been mad and he isn’t now. Th
heavenly place and as George holds the gun close to the back of his head, we ho
somewhere like it.

George makes Lennie’s death guick. Lennie is co

old dog is evident — it was a task which to avoid future misery.

e is very guiet after the event, when th
do things that he doesnt want to do sometim
ri. George’s voice becomes a whisper. Only he knows that
avaoid misery Inflicted by Curley. He has the responsibility, but

George throws the gun
by telling him %
asks if Len
Lennie so th

Anew friendship is suggested when 5iim tells George that they'll go and get a driny
trustworthy — a possible good friend for George. Curley and Carlson are both genus
reactions to Lennie’s death. The fast line from Carlson reveals this when he wonde;
This shows the extent to which one man is isolated from another’s feelings and ex
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| Mini Vocabulary Guide

» Gingham A cotton cloth, usually woven in stripes or checks :
Jack-gin A removable wooden or metal pin put inte the rail of shipg

Useful Quotations and Analysi

Steinbeck uses:
of a hunter ang
situations with;

T ain't mad. I never been mad, an’ I ain’t George reveals
now. That's a thing ¥ want ya to know.’ :

‘Now what the hell ya suppose is eatin’ them  Carlson’s
two guys?’ really unders
seemto be a
affected either;

? Questions on Section &

Active Learning Task 1
Read Section & befo

& guestions.
rn o8

o3 event with the water snake in your own words, Thro
ption, what is Steinbeck saying about the strong and the

¢. How does Steinbeck suggest that Lennie’s mental health is det
d. Use the text to write about how Steinbeck presents Aunt Clara.
e.  What does Aunt Clara say to Lennie? |
f.  What does the rabbit say to Lennie? E
g. When George ‘tells Lennie off’ for doing another bad thing, he COPYRIGHT
' PROTECTED

What does the word suggest about how George has changed &

h.  For a moment he was business-like” (Se

ot does ‘business:

fr enciship between George &
trerent to the other men’s affer the dis

. We know that there
How are 3

vhat the hell ya suppose is eatin’ them two guys?’ (Seciion 6)

Why do you think that Steinbeck chose to finish the novel with (l
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Context: Section 6 {AQ4)

/ The natural description at the start of this section where a heron captures a
ilustrates the hunter and prey mentality revealed not only in the natural wo

The novel’s tragic conclusion reveals how the dream will only ever remain that wi
Lennie’s death is inevitable — the narrative structure reveals that it is only a mat
happens which leads to his downfall, The society whi ck presents fails §
which leads to his tragic fate. : :

N genuinely can’t understand why Ge

At the end of the section G ,
% srnpathy in this cruel society.

Knowledge Check

Fill in the gaps for Section & using the words ot the boltom.

is by the pool of the Salinas river waiting \‘

He visualises his telling him off for doing

to George. Then he pictures o glanf

cruelly tells him thot he can’t the rabbits.

cries out for his friend. George comes over silen e asks what Len

s that he has done '

not angry though — i sim that he is

for the, of the farm and Geerge tells him :

as he listens.

While George tells the story, he prepares the

Lennie knows that he is not with him and r

Lennie. Lennie falls forwards and George

COPYRIGHT
The men run over and see the body. They assume that Lennie had the PROTECTED

. Slim suggests that th o for a drink. Hﬁ\

leave, Carlson wonders whaot the p hem.

rabbit maordd
throws Lennie
alright fend George
\ Aunt Cloro story
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Discussion Prompt :
Once again the scene opens near the riverbed and its surroundings. Ther

repeated from the novel’s opening such as the Galiban mountains and th
water snake clearly sets up Lennie’s death: the fall of the innocent and u

Read the description of the water snake

of this section
its death links fo Lennie’s faje. :

mnbeck’s foreshadowing
The story co *ull circle’ by returning to the setting at the start of the novel. 1
snake caught by a heron foreshadows Lennie’s fate — the image is of the prey faly
completely unaware. f

Also there is the repetition of the two friends talking at the river — however,
we know that it is under different circumstances. Bramatic irony is used here
~ like George, we are aware of Lennie’s fate, despite Lennie not knowing
himself. Therefore it’s tragic when George telis Lennie to take his hat off and
Lennie obeys his friend, unguestioningly. It's also tragic when George goes
through the motions of telling his friend off so that he doesn’t get suspicious.
The final tragedy is when George tells Lennie about the dream farm as a final
way of providing comfort before his death. In this sense, Lennie does get his
dream farm, just not in this reality.
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Active Learming Task 3
Story Board Activity

For each storyboord plan there are six events described. There are three diff
Choose one and draw {or sketch) the evenis out. Look af the example on the §

Section 1 evenis

& Zeorge ond Lennie come to a cearing by the Salin

£ Lennie drinks water like o horse from the river

& {(George is angry ot Lennie for keeping o fo pet
& lLennie says that he can go ©

25 They have supper

£  George tells | their dream

Curley’s s story

& A show came through Salinas and Curley’s wife met an actor

& He saoid that she could go with the show, but her mum wouldnt et her
Later another man said that he would make her o film star :
#  He soid that he'd write to her from Hollywood but she didn’t get the letter:
4 She confronts her mum, thinking that she stole it. He mum said that she did
£ She meets Curley and marries him, but is unhappy

Events of the ranch
& George ond Lennie arrive of the ranch and the boss is suspicious of them
£ Candy waorns them about Curley and his wife

& Curley ottacks Lennie but Lennie crushes his hand

£ lennie accidently kills his pup, then Curley’s wife

&5 He runs away bock to the brush
&5 A lynch mob sets out to kill him
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Characterisation

From the very beginning of the novel, Steinbeck contras
contrast in their size, appearance and manner.

“two main charact

i the impact of his own stren '
ans that he is dependent upon Geor
0 own a farm with George and tend to the rab

Is, dresses and people’s hair. :

tennie is 2 migrant worker who dge
strong. He has a mental disahyis
to be protected, He b
soft things

George s also a migrant worker. He's the opposite of Lennie — small and smart,
travelling companion. George is like a carer to Lennie — he supports him and prog
protects him and regularly telis him about their dream to own a farm in the futu

Candy is an old ranch handyman who lost his hand in an accident and worries abé;
grabs at the chance of being involved with George and Lennie’s dream about the.
savings. When Candy’s dog is shot, this is a foreshadowing act of mercy which rey

Curley’s wife is the only female who features in the novel yet she is never given
referred to only in terms of her husband, Curley. She is labelled by the other me
a ‘tramp’ and she constantly seeks attention from men. She likes to dress up ang
world. She’s a victim: she admits that she’s unhappy with Curley and how she wiz
1o be a film star, before she dies.

3
&
i
@
-
s
4
=
b
o
&
£%23
m‘q
wy
v
o
3
mi
=
A
k)
m
3}
-
@
=3
<
3
s

new wife.

Crooks ist

Slim is a skilful mule driver who is the most respecied on the ranch. The others | Z
agrees for his old dog to be shot, it is only after Slim agrees with Carison that it s
the friendship between George and Lennie on a deeper level, and supports Geo

Carison is a ranch hand who regularly complains about Candy’s old dog, until fin
Carlson commits the act, promising to make it as painless as possible. The same

The Boss is in charge of the ranch. He's Curiey’s dad. Like Curley’s wife, he is new:;
when George and Lennie first arrive. '

Aunt Clara is Lennie’s aunt, who used to look after h
except at the end, in Lennie’s vision wher@
the novel, she was 3 kind wormna
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Active Learning Task 1
First bmpressions of George
a.  Look af the first description of George in OF Mice and Mem:

The first man was small and quick, dark of face with restless eyes and sharp, 5
him was defined: small, strong hands, slender arms, a flun and borny nose. (p;

Underline the key words which describe George
What does each one suggest about him?

te them down. Lo

Here's an example of wi wall” suggests about George:

ediately shows that George is a little man, po

R

k. Write your own suggestions for three words that you've chosen,

This shows...

This word suggests...

This line reveals...

c.  Overall, what first impressions does George provide the reader with? Use:
parcgraph, f

Here's an example of a paragroph which describes a reader’s first imp

The word ‘small immediately shows that Ge fittle, particul

‘Lenmie!” he said sharply. "Lennie, for God’s sakes don’t drink so much.” Le
pool. The small man leaned over and shook him by the shoulder. “Lenmie. Yot
last night.” (Section 1) :

What kind of tone is sat by Steinbeck with regards to their relationship?

Active Learning Task 2
First impressions of Lennie
a.  Examine the first description of Lennie. He is described straight ofter Ge

COPYRIGHT
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7

1 large, pale eyes, w
drags his paws..

..walked his opposile, a fnige man, shapeless of face
he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little }

Underline the key words which

then write them down., Wrig
suggests about Lennie : :

™ i rase ‘walked his opposite’ could have been used by Steinbeck
to be the opposite of George in terms of appearance and character.

b. Overall, what first impressions does Lennie provide the reader with? Write:
about Lennie so far.
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Active Learming Task 3
First bmpreassions of Curley
The reader meets Curley o bil further into the novel. Consider the first descripti;

.. thin young man with a brown face, with brown eyes and a head of tightly
glove on ks left hand, and, ke the boss, he wore ligh-heeled boots. (p. 26}

hem down. Mow, us
| do but make s

Pick two words or phrases which describe Curley and wri
your own first impressions of Curley. A couple of
support any points.

A givl was standing there looking in. She had full, youged lips and wide-spa
Sfinger-nails weve ved, Hey huair hung in little rolied clusters, like sausages. 5
and red mules, on the insteps of which were little bouquets of ved ostrich fea

Underiine the key words and phrasaes which you think are important in pr
Curley’s wife. Write them down.

b. Write a paragraph which describes your first impressions of Curley’s wife
quotations which you have underlined, You could start with why you think 1
‘Curley’s wife’ this way rather than using her Christian nome?

Of Mice and Men Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 47 of 101

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Analysis of Major Characters
Although first impressions are significant we learn more about all of the charact
are a number of important characters, but the minor characters are also functio
along. s important to understand who the major characters and minor charac
important as they will be used by Steinbeck to explore themes and ideas or sen

Crooks &

Carlson Au

. The Boss

The next sed ill focus on analysing the major characters.
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Lennie Small

The surname ‘Small’ is ironic as Lennie is actually huge and lumbering. He's
described in contrast to George as he is ‘shapeless’ {Section 1), There’s a lot of
animal imagery used to describe him, such as bear-like movements. There
are also other animal descriptions such as the descriptions of z.dog and this
can lead to ideas about him being loyal to his ‘owner’
Lennie follows instructions which his ‘owner :
concept of what loyalty is.

The charac

child. Everythmg is interpreted simply by him. Straightaway we learn that
even though he is large and strong, he has a learning disability, which gives

him a child-like innocence and wonder at the world around him. He s

certainiy very vulnerable. We know that he's George’s companion and is
dependent on him for guidance and support. He loves petting soft things.

When the world becomes too scary he loves the security which comas from strok
believes in the dream about the two men's future farm, even if George is cynical.
the farm throughout the story which excites George and keeps the dream alive.

George will give him hell and wor't let him tend

conscience and intelliger
does not foresee

Ow from the start that Lennie is a tragic fi
is constant state of helplessness makes him ex
dangers presented by Curley and his wife. He is

destruction.

When he does bad things he only knows that he 5

guiity or show any remaorse. The combination of §
skes him dangerou

comparison to most of the characters in the nov
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George Milton

Like Lennie, George is presented in a sim
being physically small with sharp featur
He's a loving, supportive friend to Lenni
‘Milton’ comes from the author lohn Mi
Steinbeck’s fa: seces of writing,

¢ poem, Adam and Eve fall in t
; all, man is doomed to walk the ea
believe that George is representative of
suffering. The only thing that makes him
relationship with Lennie. Although he sc
burden of lpoking after his friend, the re
right place. He protects him to the best
shows an understanding and acceptanc
and goals for both of their needs. This is
involved in the plan for the farm, he des
such as where they will get the ranch ang
work to pay for it.

However, despite his thoughtful nature he’s also prone to becoming angry with
himseif and his actions. He calms himself by remembering Lennie’s situation. O
relationship which no other man in the novel has. Lennie makes him stand out
has the duty of responsibiiity for his friend.

$¥This is firstly
i iis instincts when
i Lennie. He also admits to
e himsalf.

in contrast to Lennie, George changes as the nov
evident through his conversation with $
teliing Slim the truth about his |
Slim that he once abuser,

R

By the end ¥ ovel George realises that the world will prey on the weak and%
This is a terrS@® talisation for him which contrasts with the start of the novel wi
tells Lennie about their dream. He's motivated to work for this dream, which w A
from the rest of society. George has 1o make the moral decision to shoot his fri
brutality which would be inflicted through Curley’s lynch party. Unfortunately G
dangerous Lennie could be so he takes the situation into his own hands. The tra
George is that he is doomed to once again wander alone.
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Candy

Candy is an old man. His right hand is a stump because he lost it inan

accident. The old handyman worries that soon the boss will tell him to
leave the ranch. The situation with his old dog supports his fears — he

was once a sheep herder who is now old. The unfeeling Carlsan keeps
suggesting that the dog should be put out of his mise
character of Candy and his dog can both b :
anyone who cutiives his usefuines< :
Stembeck is showmg how U

taken r&ponsab;laty for hss dog S deaih himself Thss foreshadaws iawr
events when George makes the decision to kill Lennie.

The relationship between Candy and his

old dog parallels the relationship between
George and Lennie. Just as Lennie depends
an George to take care of him, Candy’s dog
depends on him too. Like George, Candy is
different to the other ranch-hands as he has
the responsibility of looking after his dog.

Anocther reason why Candy is important is because 0?
actually offers the money to pay for the down payment ig the dream. This
the chance that the dream could become reality. George to stili cag
Lennie’s death. 5

Curle.

Curley is a threatening figure in Steinbecké
when Candy says that apparently Curley i
picking fights — particularly with men whe
- prove his masculinity, ancther example OF

o attractive young female. The fact that she:
‘Curiey’s wife’ indicates that she’s his posE
tries to interact with the other men and
completely isolated. He makes a big deal
gentle with her, The reader knows that t COPYRIGHT
he cannot control her actions, despite his§ PROTECTED
attitude.

fges and fights Lennie, he

e danger that he has put himse:

gaves Lennie parmission to fight back, an

him crushing Lameley : nly reason why Curley does not tell his father |
tatus on the ranch amongst the men.

Wh

Ultimately when Lennie kills his wife Curley will want revenge and George lmows%
wihy George plans 1o kill Lennie — so that he wili not suffer. Z
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Curley’s wife

There’s an argument that Steinbeck d
positive light in the novel. Through Cig
be troublemakers wha cause probleny
names for her surk.as ‘jailbait’ {p. 33
ed fingernails ang
ilics about like atem
freat to the workers, and Curle
“his jealousy and suspicion of his new

There is evidence to suggest that
Steinbeck has presented a misogynis
view of women — the other women
referred to in the novel are either de
prostitutes.

Lennie can’t take his eyes off her wh
repeating ‘'she’s purty.’ {p. 32) Georg
warns him to stay away from her. She knows that her strength lies in her beaut
Curley jealous. Like Crooks she’s isolated on the ranch because she is a threat —
anyone who interacts with her would have 1o face him.

She can be presented as being like Eve in
she represents temptation as she tries to
she brings about t i of the dream. H
cannot be i ' e two men's con

‘ &'s in Crook’s room she threaten
1ot show her respect as the wife of the b
aware of her place in society, but the way
her.

Curley’s wite is shown to have some dept
Steinbeck reveals her dreams. At first she may have been described as being a t
threat to ther, but when she speaks to Lennie, Candy and Crooks she admits t
vuinerable side is shown of her when she admits to Lennie her own dream of b
experiences a fulier picture of her, rather than how she is perceived through th
becomes more human and real. Like other characters, Curley’s wife has learned
weapon against the othars — this is why she is a threat on the ranch.
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Crooks

Crooks is a black, lively stable hand. His nan
He's isglated from the other characters be
this makes him lonely. Like Candy, Crooks i
effects of discriminati
with Crooks it

i ci colour. His place
St ihe novel which show
. m away at first — his reasoni
ay trom their houses, then why should b
ultimately his need for companionship lead

However, like Curley’s wife, his vuinerabilit
those weaker. He plays a game with Lennie
has left him — it’s only when Lennie actuall
reader is aware of the reasons why Crooks
some time and this leads to his cruel behav
companionship between George and Lenni
belonging. He would like to join in with card games and chats with the other me
there would be any room for him on the farm in the future. George’s response w
withdraw his offer,

The fact that he wants to become part of the dream farm shows the extent of his
that when he is no longer of use then he will be told to leave. This makes him vuin

. Context: Characterisation (AT
2 d Lennie as it encourages them tow
fightly cynical, Lennie maintains a childlike ent
er, Lennie is vulnerable by nature, and ultimately b
of the novel, George realises that the world will prey on the

The American Dream aff
abillities. Although (

society. At

Candy is another victim of cruelty in Steinbeck’s society. He worries that the bos
soon because he is old, ke his dog. They have both outlived their usefulness an
how useless someone can become if they are old and handicapped in society. C
Steinbeck’s novel. He's also linked with power and status in society. When he se
Lennie, George has to kill his friend in order to avoid him suffering. interms of h

strong threatening the weak. Z

Curley’s wife is also a threatening figure, but in terms of temptation as she is flirf
isolated figure on the ranch, she is aware of her place in this work-orientated so¢
threatens Crooks using her lower status as the wife of the boss’ sonand a white;é%
isolated figure in Steinbeclk’s society. The colour of his 5 tiludes him from livi
aisc the reason why he tells Candy that he is ithe dream. Z
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/ Character’s names \

Sometimes a character’s name can
provide relevance about who they are,
For instance, it’'s ironic that Lennie’s
surname is ‘Small’, George Milton links
with Steinbeck’s ideas in the nov
which relate to John Mil :
Lost and the name s to tie -

in with t/ suffers with a
/ The character's

crocked ;
\\\ / When you complete the s

will develop your knowle
appearance. Most writers
1o suggest a character’s p
apparent with the first de
child-like mentally and an
is immediately presented
cautious of the two. Othe

&'characters can create a
¢t necessarily be true. Neverth
value. An example of this is with Curl
come through the words of the ranch
picture of a tart and flirt. When Curle
expectancies are fulfilled. However, |
she reveals her past to Lennie. We be
her character and maybe even feel m

\ffpeciaiiy when she meets her tragic

/ What g character says and does

A character’s personality is conveyed through what they say and do. Hence w
and Lennie we learn more about their characters through their interactions w
other. Similarly, we learn more about Curley’s wif
appearance is very suggestive to the reader.as
Curiey, Slim, Candy, Crooks and Ca
character’'s words and acti
interactions

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

actions. Other examp!
of the minor characters. Overall,
faaoiant to conveying what they are like, 1
e1s are also particularly important in revealing &

Dizlogued 2ch between two or more characters make characters seem
help reade?s learn more about characters such as their ideas, plans, dreams a
think and feel about other characters. !
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Active Learning Task 5
Writing in Role :
These tasks are designed 1o encourage you to think how the characters of Geo
end of the novel. Writing as if you are both of these characters will allow you §

George
You have just shot your best frienc.

Write down your thoughts and feelings of
These might include:
*  How you feel chout w

Curley
You have just seen Lennig’s body after trying to hunt him down. You are still am\

You are going o write down your frusirations, thoughts and feelings.
These might include:

°  How you feel now that the day is over

«  Your thoughts after the discovery of your wife's dead body

*  Your earlier suspicions of George and how you feel about him now

= How much you wanted 1o get revenge on Lennie

*«  What you planned to do

° How you felt when you discovered that George had olready killed him ¢
°  How you can’t believe that George and Slim were upset when justice hod

Lennie
You have just accidently killed your puppy

Write down your ihoughi‘s e this event.

These might include:

° Whm you think that you WEE! do next

Curley’s wife
You have just returned home ofter your argument with Crooks.

Write down your thoughts and feelings ofter this avent.
These might include:

¢ Your anger towards Crooks

= Why you said such hurtful and threatening things to him

*  Your thoughts about Curley going with the other men 1o o brothel COPYRIGHT
«  Your feslings of loneliness in general PROTECTED
Crooks E

You have just sent Lennie and Candy out after vy et with Curley’s wif

Write down your thoughts and S
These might include:

* Your o
° Ho her threatening words
«  Wh anged your mind about participating in the men’s dreom
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Active Leaming Task &
Use the interview o make notes on how Steinbeck presents the characters in Of

imagining an interview Between John Steinbeck and a Student

Student: Wir Steinbeck, how do you describe Lennie Small?
Steinbeck: In Chapter 1 of my bool | dascribe Lennie ag;

 eyes, with wide, sloping;
Jeeta little, the way a bears

i fiege man, shapeless of fo
shoulders; ... he walked }
Tiis pavs.

nat he was a gigantic beast of a man so | made

-like in the way he walked. | hope the reader pictur
ey would a large bear. The way t show the reader that he mo
heavily is to describe what happens to his arms as he follows his fr}
Gearge. :

%

His arms did not swing at his sides, but hung loosely and only movés
were pendula. !

| use the adverbs ‘heavily’ and ‘loosely’ to emphasise 1o the reade
uncontrolled his actions are. :

| make his face shapeless and his eyes blue so that readers can im :
overgrown, innocent infant. | make Lennie wear denim trousers a
buttons. Cnly labourers wore denim when | wrote the novel. it wa
to be dressed in the uniform of the farm labourer at the startto e
on a farm. | make him wear the same black and.shapeless hat as h

Student:  How do you describe :
Steinbeck: 1hadafew pr; ad a picture in my mind about what
interesting to the reader to make him lock an

nough | dressed them in the same denim outfit and ide

mall and quick, dark of face, with vestless eyes and sharp, strong fes
defined: small, strong hands, slender arms, a thin and bony nose. Be

who, of course, was Lennie.

P wanted you to know George was intelligent and his intelligence vx
described his eyes as ‘restiess’ to show that George was always ory
characters, Slim, a well-respected ranch hand, refers to him in Ch :
who was travelling with a ‘cuckoo’.

It was aimost what you might call a visual joke 10 see a big bear of
man on whom his whole world depended. There was also someth

Student:  How do you describe Candy?
Steinbeck: This is what | write as a de

i Ciwapter 2

in

p-shouldered old man came in. He wg
490 his left hand, Z

i pitiful old man with bristly-white whiskers’, who doe
er the workers, including changing their washbasins and kee
tidy. He can't do this job very well because he is disabled and siow§
feaving a stump at the wrist. When he pointed with his right arm,

out of the sleeve came a round stick-like wrist, but no hand.

He also holds the broom between his elbow and his side when he
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Clearly his hand has been missing sometime.
I made sure that George and Lennie met Candy outside the bunkh
aside for the workers. In fact, { chose 1o make Candy lead the two
he was in charge of showing them their accommodation. in order
character Candy is in danger of becoming, | show that he finds it h
when he introduces George and Lennie to him. | use the verb shy
out of the boss’ presence. In terms of pow \the ranch, the bos
Candy the least.

e listens in on conversations and

| make Candy the, :
He does not know when o keep his mout

e Candy a dog. It is an ancient, smelly and nearly blind sh&
rnpanion. f

Student: How do you describe Curley, the boss’ son?
Steinbeck: He isa ‘mean bostard’ like a little bantam cock. Because he is a s
cornplex about his size, he feels he has to takse on anyone bigger t

.. thin young marn with a brown face, with brown eyes and a head ¢
fiigh-heeled boots, like lus father, to show that he was not a worker.

Like his father, Curley is small of stature, but he s thin, whereas |
fittte man’. It would help if | gave you the description of Curley’s fa)
able 1o picture the similarities and differences between them:

The boss ‘wore blue jean frousers, 4 flannel shirt, a black, unbuttone
tHhumbs were stuck in his belt, on each side of a square steel buckle. (
Stetson hat, and he wore Jiigh-heeled

George cannot understand
reader and George »i

at he is insecure and feels threatened.

the old swamnper Candy explain the cause of Curley’s hostile aA

Curley’s like a lot of little guys. He hates big quys. He's alla Hme pi
Find of like he's mad at “em because he ain't a big guy. You seen [itt
alivays scrappy.

Student:  Tell me about Crocks and Curley’s wife, Crooks seems to have a
the other ranch hands because he is black, Curley’s wife is brand
only woman on the ranch and feels lonely. Bid you deliberately
explore racism and sexism in American culture during the depre

Steinbeck: Let me describe Crooks first. | call him ‘the negro stable buck’, but

‘nigger’. This was how black people were addressed in those days..

agloof’ man who kept his room tidy. He nity. Some white:

people were subhuman and not fit was ok to make
them as equals. In fact, '

eap. He lived a very lonely and isoclated life. To make Crook

de him a ‘cripple’, or as he referred to himself a ‘back-busted n
by a horse and was deformed by this accident. Black people called
days because they accepted or were resigned to the inferior positis
saciety.
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Student:  What about Curley's wife?
Steinbeck: She is different because she is the only woman on the ranch. Can
strong language. He tells George and Lennie his views on Curley’s

Know what 1 think... Well I think Curley’s married... a tari.
George seems not 1o be overly influenced by this when he replie

There's plenty done thal.
Candy is eager to prass the point h
Well, you look her gy onie ‘;'fshe ain't a tart,

i Elke the w.

ariey’s wife, She suddenly appears in the%
her:

Sl was standing there looking in. She had full, rouged lips and i
up. Her fingernails were red. Her hair huing in {ittle volled clusters,
cottont housedress and red mules, on the insteps of which were Iittle
feathers. ‘U looking for Curley,” she spid. Her voice had a brittle, 1
She has a hint of that cheap, trailer park ‘'white trash’ look about
she provokes man with her bady. Lennie falls to her obvious char
and spells it out to Lennie that he must keep away from her. Ha s
Listen to me you crazy bastard, don’t you even take a look at that b
and what she does. I seen “ewm poison before, but [ never seen no pie
Leave her be.
He has now fallen in with Candy’s views about her. in life, she ha
troubled and shows her unhappiness. However, she locks calm a
after Lennie breaks her neck in the barn, as if all her cares have m
about her at that time:

Curley’s wife lay with a half-cover;
discontent and ache for atiey,
her face was swee
and sleepts

thay. And the mean
2 from hey face. She w
ow her rouged cheeks and her redd

Student

n to the minor, but important, characters such as §
Steinbeck.

my minor or background characters to advance the plot or s
all the ranch hands look up to Slim. His word is law in the bunkho
him. | show this by writing that ‘his authority was so great that his:
subject’. Also ‘oif talk stopped when he spoke’. 3

He seems 1o be any age between 35 and 50, as ‘his hatchet face "
and lean and their movements are delicate and graceful Tike g te
eyes’.

| show that Slim is easy to talk to, approachable, wise and a prince
of knowing him, George, who is a very private person, tells him his
Lennia can be a burden to him at times, and even divulges what Le

Siow of speech but he
raescribe him as a king-lie pe
vands respect. The words | use to

Slim has a draw! which makes him
things. He is an expert my
‘vrince of the r ‘

. {e held a crushed Stetson hat under his avm while he ¢
hmr atngh! back. Like the others, he wore blue jeans avid a short de
majesty only achieved by royalty and master crafismen.
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Analysis of Key Relationships
George and Lennie :
The relationship between George and Lennie is the driving force in Steinbecids te
pages it becomes apparent that the pair are foils of one another, appearing opp
love and friendship between the two travelling companions, the relationship be
due to George's adoption of a parental role in which he must care for the vuiner
However, Lennie provides a companionship and protect
travelling worker — a fate that most travellers <hs
out. It is this love that fuels and compli
brutal execution at the hand ofd
opportumty that he s

line of work, as Geor
. “scene In the novel, in whic
ome readers may see this event a
et rid of Lennie, who often became proble
@ endlng af this refationship as a difficult act of kin

George and
George and Candy become close friends on the ranch, as seen in their promise t
enter into business and live with one another on a ranch of their own. The prom
friendship and working relationship brings a sense of hope and optimism to the
promise of the American Dream as the foundation of their relationship. Despite
dreams, George and Candy appear foils of one another, with George representin
ranch workers and Candy the older, debilitated, and, therefore, vulnerable, iater
their differences, Steinbeck uses the relationship between the two to show the g
the world of ranch work in 1830s America. George and Candy face the same diff
dream of security and happiness they both desire, and in Candy George sees the
he too is at risk of facing in a line of work that relies heavily on physical strengthsa}:

Crooks and All Other Characters

Crooks holds a unigue position in the text due to his
reprasenting the vulnerability of minority g
Lennie in their representation of di
company of animals to hu

merican society in my
yais, Crooks remains an outcast§

lfanguage when addressing him. Aithaugh Slim shows sympathy and appreciatioré
Crooks arguably holds the closest relationship to Lennie, with the pair bonding in
exclusion from the other men's social activities. Despite the pair's bond, therer A
relationship, with Crooks exploiting Lennie’s naivety and vulnerability in cruel ta
will abandon Lennie. Like the other characters in the text, Crooks too appears u
hold power over a fallow worker.

Lennie and Curley

From the outset of Lennie’s time on the ranch, Curley exerts his superiority over
the men as a target dus to Lennie’s mental vulnerability. As Candy points out to
with men of a greater physical stature to him and who he perrelves as a possible
relationship with Lennie is emphasised in his repeate :
foliowing Curley’s vicious assault on Lennie |
himseif against Curley’s attacks, in wh
between the two, Lennie a
contributes to

:‘se,ZGeorge instructs i
is crushed under Lennie’s
‘onship becomes more contentious th
in to kill Lennie as an act of retribution for Le
Curley's w insisting that his intention to kill Lennie is purely an
his wife, € norance and mistreatment of his wife throughout the text, ce:
argumentativé nature, causes us to guestion his motives. !
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Lennie and Curley’s Wife :
The relationship between Lennie and Curley’s wife appears problematic from th A
presence of Curley’s wife among the men instils a foreboding air and the threat
ranch. This threat appears particularly dangerous to Lennie, with his naivety and
ability to reject Curley’s wife’s advances. The pair’s relationship appears all the ng
past experience with a young woman, an event that George tells us resulted int
employment and home. This is not the only event that § idows the danger
relationship, as Steinbeck uses Lennie’s relationshy riiany pet mice and
foreshadow the accidental murder of Cug Ithough their relationship ¢
end, Lennie and Curley’s wife b neliness and desire for attention
to them by cthers.

Settings

The novel opens and ends at the Salinas river in California. George and Lennie arg
appear in these sections. Steinbeck makes a link to the natural cycle of nature, al
happens in ‘man’s world’. There's also the idea that it's a symbolic setting for the
descriptions capture the beauty of the surroundings, yet we are aiready forewar:
nature due to the beaten path made by people who come to the clearing by the

The action in Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the novel takes place on a ranch in the Sali
watch the actions of the characters and their struggles for survival in the man-m
setting is the bunkhouse and it is not by chance that it's presented as being in d
natural world has natural light. However, Steinbeck presents the man-made real
emphasised by the solitary game of solitaire which Georgs aliys, and the dim bu
darkness and light is continued with ideas such a s wife blocks out
reference 1o threat,

Other places in the ran
cpens each <z
relevant to
ideas, rathet

where Lennie kills Curley’s wife) and Cro
Srtant descriptions of the place and it’s important t

ideas. in the task below, see if you can consider how the :
merely being descriptive. Z
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Active Learning Task 1
Below is a quotation from each section of OF Mice and Men which describes sef;
write what kind of moed Steinback evokes through each description:

Seciion 1 - the nafural world

a)  ‘Rabbits come out of the brush to sit on the sand in
This description...

Section 2 = the bunkhou
k) Over

ve were medicines on the shelves, and little vials, combs; and from nails ¢
neckties.” :

Steinbeck creates...

Section 3 ~ the bunkhouse of night

¢} 'Slim and George came into the darkening bunkhouse together. Slim reached up
on the tin-shaded electric light. Instantly the table was brilfiani with light, and &
brightness straight downward, leaving the corners of the bunkhouse still in dusk;;

Steinbeck’s description evokes ...
Section 4 — Crooks’ room

dy  Crooks’ bunk was a long box filled with straw, on which Jis blankets were flung.;
there were pegs (...) And scattered about the floor were, uber of personal pa
Crooks could leave his things about...” (p. 61)

v

Steinbeck’s description of Crooks

Section 5 —~ the bam {» ills Curley’s wife accidently)

Section & ~ the natural world {George and Lennie come full civcle)

Y ‘Albready the sun had left the valley to go climbing up the slopes of the Galiban e
were vosy in the sun.” :

Steinbeck's words make me feel...

Active Learning Task 2
Look at the beginning of each section again. COPYRIGHT

Find your own quotation which you consider 1o be important and write ahout W’ PROTECTED
through his words, for each one. Remember 1o proctise congidering the effect o
will help you with this). ‘

There should be six in total which f
The natural world :
The bunkhouse

The :
The natural world again

O nbh N
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Each place is important to the novel — firstly, the natural world parallels with ma§
‘hunter and the prey’ are a natural part of iife. The places on the ranch are gene
descriptions in the bunkhouse and Crooks’ roorm show the ranch-hands’ solitary

in Section 2, the cowboy magazine in the bunkhouse stands out: Steinbeck uses it t0§
most of the ranch-hands secretly want to live — a subtle reference to the American i

Context: Setting {AQ4)}

We know that the natu
man-ma oricat
which has

: start and end of the novel contrasts v
nan's destructive nature is apparent even here:

The ranch contains the characters as they struggle for survival in this ‘dog eat doe
that the bunikhouse is presented as being in darkness and the sleeping area sugg
lives that are prone to change. In this sense, the setting reflects the solitary culty

in the bunkhouse Steinbeck subtly contrasts the reality of the setting with the lives v\
aspire to with a cowboy magazine. The image on this magazine fuels the American

Of Mice and Men Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 63 of 101

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




2Ines

Themes are ideas or messages which writers explore in their texis. Usually a nowy
and Steinbeck uses the form of Of Mice and Men to explore different themes sug
loneliness and cruelty in a hierarchical society and friendship. :

Dreams
Active Learning Task 2
Match the dream to the dreamer

Me and Bhnie will be
free and independent
on the farm and |
wouldin't have to worry

about himn anymore.

T eouwd be. wiorking

I want Lo live with Geord

in the. mry

and Lewwe, Somewhere B

wert be put out when
5’50/0 b?,mg ugerul.

COPYRIGHT
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George and Lennie’s Dream
We first hear about the dream in Section 1.

Straightaway we know that Lennie is obsessed with this dream and likes
George to tell it as often as he can get him 1o, George uses the dream to make
Lennie happy and it also settles him down if he becomes angry.

When George tells the story at the end of Se
bedtime story to a child. Lennig love |

When Candy hears akn

George starts to think on a practical level.

When Lennie tells Crocks about the dream he too wants to become a part of it b
might become a reality. However, after being treated brutally by Curley’s wife he

part of the dream, understanding that his reality is suffering.

The dream dies with Lennie. When Candy asks about whether or not the future ‘i
without Lennie, we know from George’s response that it won't. :

Jenks as if he is teling a
ry and he knows the details:

e wants to become part of it. He offers to &

tance 1o belong somewhere and be part of something%
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The Power of the Dream

Steinbeck makes George and Lennie’s dream so powerful that Candy and Crooks%

Section 3: Candy

Candy, the one-handed swarmper, overhears them talking and wants to become :

Tell you what ... S'pose went in with you guys. Tha 5t undred an’ fifty b

good...but I "ould cook and tend the chickens an

Active Learning Task 3
a. How doeas C

b.

me o part of the dream?

to do around the farm?

Section 4: Crooks

1 some. How'd that,

Crooks is cruel to Lennie at first about the dream. What he says here shows tha

‘I seers hundreds of wmen come by on the voad an’ on the vanches with their bundle
dumm thmg in their heads. Fundreds of them, They come, an’” quit an’ Qo on; ever
of tan’” in his head. An’ never a goddam one of ‘ent ever gets il ]ust like hequen. E

lan’. Nobody never gets to heaven, and nobody gets no land. It's just in their head

about it, but it's just in their head.” (pp. 67-68)

Active Leaming Task 4
1. What is the dream that every man has, according 1o Crooks?

2. What dees he compare getting o piece of lond 108

Later in this section Crooks at ne a part of it when he realises th

coming true because of b

< y do it he said. ‘T seen quys nearly crazed with lonelin
o biaakasz game took what it takes... You guys would want a han

keep, Wity 1'd come an’ lend a hand. [ ain't so crippled 1 can’t work like a son of a

Active Learning Task 5
1. What usually distracts most men from their dreom?

2. What does Crooks say that he'd work for?
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Curley’s Wife's Dream

We learn about Curley’s wife’s
dream when she reveals to
Lennie that she wanted to be 3
film star. She wanted to be
glamorous and a part of
Hollywood. However, her
dreams are not very realistic, as
we find that men have made
comments but they were only
passing comments tha
seem 1o receia
comes acr inE naive when she
talks about t men who seem 1o have
led her astray for their own reasons. This
makes her feel upset about her situation now
with Curley. She realises that she doesn’t even
like him and that she only married him to escape
from home. She is isolated like many other characters in the
story and meets a tragic fate, like Lennie,

The characters’ dreams are in conflict with their realities and they
use tham as a way of escaping from the reality of their situations.
Only Crooks seems to be more of a realist as he changes his mind
about joining the dream after he is treated brutally by Curley’s
wife. George is quite realistic: he told the stary to please Lennle
and calm himself, he only starts to believe that the dre
bacome a reality when he starts to plan &, and by

that the dream will not happen, after b,
killed Curley’s wife. There are
wife and Crooks which nud
dream, )

enniehas
3 nadte by Curley's
arge and Lennig’s

Context: Dreams {AQ4)

else. This idea appeals to Candy and Crooks, who have both experienced dise
ranch can be seen as a microcosm of society during this time. Through it, Steinbe
discrimination and isolation. The dream is George and Lennie’s own version of
this period of Depression: hope and a chance 1o escape daily suffering.

" The dream which George and Lennie have is to ‘live off the fatta the land’ arws}fz
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Reality
George and Lennie’s dream continuously clashes with the reality of their situatio
kinds of problems which they faced were common in 1930s America during this

ageism

A

unemplg

poverty g

racism

isolation
oppression

Nearly every character in Of Mice and Men suffers from cne o
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Active Leaming Task &
Tick the appropriote box in the table to show which characters suffer from each

George Lannie Candy Crooks

snemployment

sexism

racism

disability

ggeism

oppression

» ook ot the results. Who do you thin the worst off?

° i ¢ he ‘best off’ and give exomples fra

chosen os the ‘worst off’ and gives exumples f

Context: Reality (AQ4)

During this period of hardship and suffering, dreams became a form of escap}s
symbo! of hope for many. It aliowed people to deal with common problems such:

However, Steinbeck shows that not everyone could believe in the American Drez%
isolation and racism. Understandably, he is cynical about the idea of the dream, :
of the dream farm, at first. By the end of the novel he believes that the dream is

able to have, and is resigned to this understanding and his situation. '

Of Mice and Men Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 69 of 101

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Friendship

George and Lennie have the strongest friendship in the novel and their relations
Their friendship is unusual because it was commaon for men working in a situatiog
isolated figures. The two men travel together, work together and look after ear.,%"
to Lennie and Lennie trusts him greatly. 5

ost their homes &
king for work alone. 1

result of this. Workers had to travel from
anywhere {ong enough 1o malke long ‘

difterent because it is commented on so much.
friendship e story, when he suspects that George is taking advar
pay. Anothed fe is when Lennie is victimised by Crooks who taunts Lennie
return to him. This may be because Crooks is envious of the friendship between
greatly with his complete isolation.

We know that their f4

Siim seems to be understanding about their friendship. George even confides in
with Lannie. He trusts Slim and at the end of the novel we can take some hope a
share an understanding about the loss of Lennie.

However, George does get angry with Lennie regularly. We know this at the star
angry with Lennie for petting a dead mouse. We get the idea that Lennie does ‘b
learn from his mistakes. He simply follows instructions from George, if he can re
understandably, becomes frustrated with Lennie’s actions, especially when he f

repeat them. :

However, George benefits from his friendship wit
worker and he finds that telling the story of

tstops him from
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o as a form of hope in the novel, In an isolated society, George§
unusual to the other workers, who are accustomed to feelings of loneiiness. The:
it contrasts so greatly with the interactions between the other inhabitants on the
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Loneliness
As we know, life as a migrant worker was a lonely occupation which is why it wa
Lennie were travelling companions. This was because workers tended to move f

work, so that they did not settle anywhere and form relationships. This would ha

The characters who experience loneliness in the story are Crogks, Candy and Cu A

savings. This 15 because he knows that soon he will find it difficult to find employ

Crooks is also a victim of loneliness. He is victimised due to the colour of his sking

frustrations on him and he is isolated in the stables with the animals. He warns L

foneliness has an a person after he has been cruel towards Lennie, perhaps beca
friendship with George. Like Candy he wants to become a part of the dream but

encounter with Curley’s wife leads him to decide to stay with reality and know hg

Curley’s wife is also lonely. This explains why she regularly comes out 1o see the
threatening figure, particularly because Curley is suspicious of any interactions m
admits that she regrets marrying Curley, which she did to escape her family life. &

Context: Loneliness {AQ4}

’ The lifestyle of a migrant worker i
mn'craets with the others on

fcers moved from place to place to f

55, and we know that Geoy

s, Steinbeck warns that isolation is unheg

Sadly, those
show this. The dream of the future farm is a brief glimpse of escapea for Crooks a

excited about this exciting prospect. However, they both become resigned o th

are ‘different’ are excluded. Steinbeck uses the characters of Ci
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Cruelty
Cruelty is a theme which runs throughout the novel and there are many events v
through the way that the characters treat each other. One example is when Geo
play tricks on Lennie and even told him o jump into a river. Unlike other charac
and not to take advantage of his friend.

Another example Is when Carison takes out Candy’s 2 shoot. He thinks
of his misery but he’s not acknowledged the cw g the dog from Cand

_ whét happened to his dog could fore
ws that the time will come when he will be

just as this act is cruel, Can
ages and becomes leg

Cruelty is ped oticed the most strongly in relation to Crooks. We see the w
weorkers and nis boss. Black people were commonly treated as being inferior in &
persecuted and isolated because of their black skin. Steinbeck uses cruelty to sh
during the Depression. Some white people considered that black people were su
Black people became used to being addressed with the word ‘nigger” and being &
white people. Z

This treatment also shows the hierarchical nature of society in the world of the A
the weak but the weak attack the weaker. Weakness could be due to colour, age.
these causes suffering and a sense of disempowerment. !

The ending of the novel confirms this as Steinbeck uses nature to describe the e:‘,E
the river but becomes the prey of a heron. The hunter and the prey is shown an
between the characters in a natural manner,

Context: Cruelty (AD4

fn his microcosm o
instea
symbaolism
culture whic

einbeck depicts a society which is cruel anc
HHNEM, An event in the text where this is evident is the
y. The shooting foreshadows Candy’s fears of being cast out §
uires hard work, a man who outlives his usefulness will inevitak:

Cruelty is also imparted to Crooks who is alsg a victim of society at this time: he’
because this was widespread and acceptable in American culture at this time. Thy
people weren't treated on equal terms, :

Even George is not immune to cruelty — he confides in Slim that he used to take &
pleasure before he realised that it was wrong.
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Hierarchies
A hierarchy is a system which places people in order of importance. The most im

rich} are at the top and then the hierarchy moves downwards towards the mass

bottom.

People at the top of a hierarchy would own a greater share o

f wealth and powe

Active Learning Task 7
Think about fe
Lennie, C

Context: Hierarchies (AD4)

The hierarchical system depicted on the ranch is used by Steinbeck to
highlight the crueity which takes place between people of different
positions — examples of this are it being perceived as being acceptable for the
boss to take out his frustrations on Crocks, the way that Curley speaks to the
waorkers on the ranch, the way that Curley mimics the way that his father
dresses and how Curley’s wife uses her little power to threaten Crooks.

Steinbeck uses thess examples 1o reveal the nature of this society: how people
instinctively pick on those weaker than themselves.
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Anger and Violence
Steinbeck presents different angry characters in Of Mice and Men. Curley stands
he’s eager to assert his authority, through his masculinity, over the other men. K
because of his Hirtatious wife. We see the full extent of his aggression when he
Following nature’s cycle, he attacks someone weaker than he is, or at least that’

Lennie for the simple reason that he is bigger than he is. :

Jvel with Curley —
nguage and actions
Wing authority. it is only when

There are a lot of incidents of violence througho
he’s a threatening character and use :
towards the others. This is his:

is able to bl3 him to keep quiet about what really happened.
However, he takes revenge when he gets the chance and gets a lynch mob
together when he discovers that Lennie has killed his wife. His

language is violent, leading George to having to take matters into his own
hands before Curley can make Lennie suffer. Curley tells Carlson to aim for
the gut with his gun when he sees Lennie.

Other examples of violence which involve Lennie are his crushing of furry creatus:

downfall, and the murder of Curley’'s wife, at the climax of the text.

There are other acts of violence in the text. These are the shooting of Candy’s de
and the natural act of the heron eating the water snake at the end of the text w
vinlence is a natural part of society.

§8 violence. He does reve
realised that it was wrong. We
re we even meet tham.

George is angry with Lennie at times, but h
cruel to Lennie when he was you
his anger and frustratio

tke the boss, an a regular basis. Curley’s wife also angrily threate;
lynch-mob, taking advantage of her position of power over him. it seems that Cro¢
with others, because of the way that he’s treated, however it likewise makes him §

ot other people’s anger — because he's the lowest in the ’;:x

He attacks Lennie on a psychological level — possibly because he is jealous of Len;
George, possibly 1o release some of his own anger and frustration at the way he
acknowladges that being alone is not good for a person, and it can make them s

Context: Anger and Violence {AQ4}

/ Persecution of black people was common during this period and Steinbeck ;:}
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Ideas and Messages

Linguistic and narrative devices are {iterary technigues used by authors to conve
messagsas that they wish to pass on 1o their reader. An author’s ‘idea’ is any tho
influences and surfaces in their writing. When writing Of Mice ond Men, lohn St
period of economic devastation and uncertainty in 1930s Ameyrica, an age of soc
rife, and a time when the reality of the American Dre ver mare distant
for, the American people.

The American Dream
The dream remains »
dreams). H

it Steinbeck’s text {See the ‘Themes’ sectio
secific type of dream that Steinbeck had in mind whe
American he American Dream is an age-old ideal held by the country t
their backgr d or station in life, can be successful and achieve anything he or
American Dream brings with it hope and infinite possibility for the American ind
that all of humanity is equal in terms of their ability to be successful and reach t
the American Dream caused many to migrate to America, with many believing t
security and success from living and working off the rich and fertile lands in Ame
after a period of dry weather and dust winds throughout America’s farming stat
as ‘the Dustbow!’, many dreamers, like George and Lennie, moved to areas such
achieving their dream. However, following the crash of the stock market in Ame
period of intense poverty and economic decline worldwide that lasted througho
areas such as California, and farmers and workers were left disappointed with thy

Lennie and George's discussion of their dreams of owning and living off a ranch a
embodiment of the American Dream, with the pair trusting jrathe ideal that the ¢
as them who come from poor travelling background he disheartening

eorge and Lennie, Candy, and ¢
1o the hope and opportunity promised &

message t
segregation  his race, Candy losing his employment security and being bel}
George and Lennie losing their homes and stability through their status as solo
emphasises to us readers the universal nature of the American Dream and its paf
However, there is a cynical tone to Steinbeck’s message, as all men are also unit
dream and achieve the ideal they strive for. Following the death of Curley’s wife
from Curley, the future for George and Candy appears bleak, with the pair abanc
with Lennie. By the end of Steinbeck’s novel, we as readers are left believing Cro
“talk about it a hell of a lot’ but ‘won't get no land.” {Saction 4},

Agency of Humanity and Our Nature

Throughout Steinbeck’s body of work there is a recurring fascination with the m
humanity. In Of Mice and Men, this fascination sees Steinbeck.explore the agen
particularly in relation to people’s future or fate. Thr : “he novel, Steinbe
with to what extent we as humans are able Tuture or fate mapped
clearly in his use of the idea of the &m m throughout the novel. While
better future drives the na fvates their actions throughout the no
guestion the likalihs 3 eams becoming reality for the men an the ran
whose age KLalls into question is Lennde. From the outset of the nov
axperience ouble, and Steinbeck works hard to increase the tension and
the time Lennie murders Curley’s wife, his actions have already been foreshado
his pet mice and the pup given to him by 5lim. Following Lennie’s death, we mus
extent Lennie had any contral in his fate, and whether his downfall was always i
vulnerability and inability to truly look after himself. As a result, we must also gu
ability to keep himself and Lennie out of trouble, and perhaps his naivety in thin
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to rescue Lennie fram trouble. Steinbeck here seems to be asking us as readers
free will, agency, and what power any of us have in determining our future whe
circumstances in which we are brought into the world,

Minorities in 1830s American Society
in the individuals making up the work force on the ranch, Steinbeck has included

which such¥§ k re treated within society. Steinbeck makes a point of em A
individuals a en exploited for what society deermns any factor that makes the
While Curley’s wife is often silenced, ignored, mistreated and made the subject
Crooks is segregated from the other men and dehumanised in his placement wit
like an animatl. Like Curley’s wife and Crooks, Lennie and Candy are also alienate
men, as seen in their exclusion from the social trips to town and games on the r
here illustrates the cruelty in society and the ineguality within it, there doas apps
all four characters find some level of comfort in their alienation and loneliness tr:%
Steinbeclk’s message is not a happy one. While Lennie and Curley’s wife both rea
vulnerable status, the future of Candy appears to hold unemployment, financial
Crooks appears forever destined to a life of segregation on the ranch.

Essay Questions

» Modern Prose
Of Mice and Men
EITHER
{6} ‘Lennie is a victim of the society in which he lives.’
Explore the character of Lennie in OF Mice and Men.

You must write about context in your answer.

OR
(7} Examine the significance of the natural world and how it relates ‘t\

You must write about context in your an
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B8

The Writer's Use of Languag&%

Steinbeck’s simple language makes the story realistic. The story is writien in the
can observe everything that is going on with the different characters. There are
person: a writer can be ‘universal’ and allow the reader to see everything that h
everything if the writer wants thermn to. This style of narratiogss also known as b
Steinbeck lets us ‘see’ the different characters.

‘characters even more realistic.
iaracters would have spoken. Also langu
nie’s language is child like to show that he has a le
revealing how aggressive he is.

The dialect is written as it’s spoken
language, 10 show the dial

mnal
imagery

Imagery is the use of words to create Images or pictures in the reader’s mind. A
words more powerfuil to the reader.

Active Learning Task 1 :
Read the following lines from the text. Steinbeck has written them to create o partw
mind, Write out eqch line then draw out the image that comes to your mind:
V. Her hair lueng in little volled clusters, like sausages (p. 32)

2. ..This girl squawoks and squawks (p. 40)

3. His body was bent over to the left by his crooked spine... (p. 62)

4

Lenmie dabbled his big paw in the water. (p. 9)

How are these images effect

Alt hough Of Mi € gt if &hina simple styie, Steinbecl uses

Animal Imagery

Lennie
“..drank with long gulps, snorting into the water like a horse.” (p. 8) :
‘He walked heavily, dragging his feet a litte, the way a bear drags his paws.” (p. §
‘Lennie dabbled his big paw in the water” (p. 3)
‘Slowly, like a terrier who doesn’t want fo bring a ball fo its master, Lenmie appro:
‘Lennie covered his face with his huge paws...” (p. 58)

'..he came as silently as a creeping bear moves,” (p. 88)

Curley
‘Curley stepped over to Lennie like a terrier” (p. 58)
‘Curley was flopping like a fish on a line” {p. 59)

Curley’s wife
‘her body flopped like a fish

Active Led
o Writ how Steinbeck uses animal imagery to
describe Lennie.

k.  Write about the animal imagery Steinbeck uses for
Curley and Curley’s wife.

Of Mice and Men Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 77 of 101

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




images of Light and Darkness
Steinbeck uses images of light and darkness throughout his novel as a stylistic t

Active Learning Task 3
Look at the following quotations below. You have to decide whether they are su
You should record each quotation under the heading of either, light” or 'darknes
as interpretive as possiblet

a.  CAlthough there was evening brigh
I have put this quotation ur

gl the windows of the bunkh

This s importan “the story as...

b. Cro
Both (4508
[ think that tis description reveals...

deep in his head, and because of their depih seemed to glitter wis
darkness are shown here because... :

e When Curley’s wife first appears of the bunkhouse, ‘the rectunigle of sunshine in £
This reveals... :

d.  As the story reaches its tragic climax, ‘the light climbed on out of the valley’ (.
This suggests that...

important peints:
»  Sieinbeck uses images of darkness and light throughout the novel which the reac:
s The darkness and the light are symbolic of other interpretations. 5

54)

he éettings and ideas in the no

Context: Images of Lightand D

The imagery of light and dar
linked with freedom anz
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Symbolism
The story begins and ends with descriptions of nature by the Salinas river. The way ths
the novel could symbolise the interactions betwsen men — at least in the world of the

There's also the idea that the natural descriptions could symbolise the beauty of Ede%
God creates Eden and man who he places there to iook after it. God then creates wo
serpent to eat from the tree of knowledge despite God for them to do so. Sh
They then have knowledge of good and evil. When ut he punishes them
child bearing and man will suffer thro ; 3th are banished from Eden.
suffering in general — through the,

suffer as a lonely being.

Descriptions of animals are usually linked with the character of Lennie. He's des '
animals throughout the novel such as a horse and a bear when we are first introg
symbolises anyone who outlives their usefulness :

On an economic level, George and Lennie could be recognised as symbols of the
be in control of their own lives. :

b Context: Symbolism {A04)

We know that the description of the heron attacking the water snake at the
nature of the prey and the victim in man’s cultur : example of sym
the treatment of Candy’s dog. ‘

: e and Lennie could be remgmseg
2ir own lives, as stated above. In this sen
am’. ltis up to you to decide what you think b

Another interpretation ofthe no
land and the need to be i
man’s quest te
after readi
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Form

Description is mostly used at the start of each section, before Steinbeclk moves i
characters,

The first and the last sections contain a lot more description of the natural worid.

Structure is the Of Mice and Men is the first of Steinbeck’s

way that the form. Each section contains few descriptio
story is put Steinbeck’s imagery of light and darkness &
together. on the stage. 5

Although the form is short, the story has a powerful impact on the reader, dug t
tragic figure from the start — we know this due to the ominous foreshadowing 5t
novel. The novel is also cyclical — it starts and ends at the Salinas river. The two n
to the man-made world only to return to the natural world once again at the en
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{ontexis

5

in terms of Literoiure, context John Steinbeck was bors
is the circumsiances in which :
an event occurs; o setting.

Other words for ‘context’ are
background, connection,
relations, meaning

where he based a lot of
sSteinbeck wc}rkedﬁ
Hences of rural Cak
tayed with him.

but left six years later without having :
rking as a reporter and then as a caretaker. Suc
fort iy 1835,

publicatio

The title, Of Mice and Men
The title of the novel is drawn from the Robert Burns poem To a Mouse.
He toolk it from a line in the penultimate stanza:

The best laid schemes o mice an’ wmen / Gang aft agley
This is often paraphrased in English as meaning:
The best laid plans of wice and men / Go often awry

in the novel George and Lennie have plans to make their dream come true, but )
wrong. in this sense, the title foreshadows the tragic nature of the novel.

G5

Literary Context
Steinbeck’s renowned works focus on the lives of
surrgundings, usually succeed on a spiri
Depression.

a wanderers wh
4s one of the most famo

The lives of %
Men 1837

weswouring class in Steinbeck’s trilogy of novels: in Du
pes of Wrath’ 1940, All three portray the struggle of mig

Context: US History {(AD4)
The book is set in America during the Degression. The economic conditions E‘
like George and Lennie were treated like victims. The novel is set in the Salin
born. it was a place of major immigration.

In America, the idea of the American Dream is that through hard
work, courage and determination success can be achieved. Peogle of
every rank can feel that they can achieve a ‘hetter, richer and happier
life’ {(James Truslow Adams, 1931},
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The idea is also rooted in the Declaration of inde
states that ‘all men are created equal’
their Creator with certain inall

and the pursuit of Hanyp

including ‘Life, Liberty
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Steinbeck critigues the concept of the dream in Of Mice and Men. As we know
- gduring the 1920s and 1930s the Depression was the cause of hardship for ma

The word ‘dream’ suggests that sormething is desirable, yet unrealistic. George a
own farm but this is never fully realised because of forces beyond their control. §

in terms of George and Lennie’s dream, we hear that 5 to live off the
off the fat of the land. This is an expression which aving the hest of e
and Lennie and their own place, it m ieve they will be able to
relying on what they can grow = land is so ‘fat’ they wili need n

ng to America as ‘onother culture’ as you read and re-read y

can make notes under the following headings:

a.  Steinbeck’s descriptions of place which tells me obout the conditions in Americ

b.  The way that characters behave and the attitudes they express, ond how 1
hehaviouw now
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The History of Migrant Farmers in California

Of Mice and Men is set in California during the period of the Great
American Depression, a time when unemployment was high.
Industry and the banks collapsed so a lot of people were left
without money for the basic needs for survival: food, clothes and
rent, Homelessness and joblessness became common,

_ ught which led to crops failing, so fa
“of farmers were left without a home. Many of &

The two characters suffer throughout the novel, despite Active Lear
continuing to follow their dream to own their own farm. Consider ho
Other characters are also drawn into this dream, which gives in relation t
the characters hope, if only for a short period of time, read it. Wh
concept of t

George and Lennie are not just characters but they are also

symbols for the hunger for land and the need to be in control of their own lives.
achieved their dreams in reality. The difference between dreams and reality are
when the two men dream but are faced with the reality of their situation on a d

Historically, the Californians became scared that there
were too many men involved and they drove them a
with force. Those who stayed were put into refu
camps. Steinbeck gathered material fg
visiting these camps.

Conte! story of Migrant Farmers in
California (AO4])

. Migration was accepted as part of the culture in
this period. There was a general need for survival —a
‘survival of the fittest’ mentality. The American Dream
bacame a part of America’s culture: the dream to own
a piece of land.
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Guidance on PEE

Use of point evidence explain when describing chara;

You will be aware of the skill of point evidence
For example if you were asked to write a2
use the structure of PEE {o help y; '
P: point

E: evidence
E: explain

portant to use
tiie is prasented at the st
nswer. Here's a reminder of PEY

Hera's a more detailed explanation with an example:
P: Apointis made  Lennie s presented using animal imagery at the s

E: evidence A guotation is provided to support the point ‘and J;
his feet a ittle, the way a bear drags his paws'.

E: explain A comment is made in some more detail, maybe a ¢
word or group of words in your quotation. The pir:

R

effective as it immediately shows the size of Lennie
lumbering way, like a large bear. '

Now, imagine that you take away the PEE scaffolding:
Lennie is presented using animal imagery at

f the novel.

‘and he walked heavily, dragging his fe

0 = vy ” - o . 7
24 Yy a bear drags s paws.

< ks

The phwvase ‘a bear dr, effective as it immediately shows

portrays h ng way, like a large bear.

You can see are’s g paragraph that provides a small part of an answer to the c
at the start of the novel?’ To make a fonger answer you couid use more paragraphs:

Hera's an example of how a longer answer would gradually form from your writi
Lennie presented using animal imagery at the start of the novel? The first parag
here 10 show the effect of how the writing looks altogether!

Lennie is presented using animal imagery at the start of the novel.
‘and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws.”

The phvase ‘a bear drags his paws' is effective as it immediately shows

portrays him in a lumbering way, like a large bear. :

B: Lennie s also compared to a horse, show is actions are quite
cavwot control himself: : f

drank with long gulp

vater ke a horse.” 5
S shows a lack of self-awareness, he is follog.

VSIS animal -fike.

The bear imagery is continued to show the size of Lennie's hands:
‘Lennie dabbled his big paw in the water and wiggled his fingers...”
E:  The metaphor of the ‘paw’ reveals the great strength of Lennie amd§
strength contrasts with the childlike innocence of his mind, shown '
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Active Learning Task 1
How is George presented of the siart of the novel?

Read the possage below and highlight any words or phrases {a phrase is o sm.E
how George is presented of the start of the novel, Highlight at least three dif

The first man was small and quick, dark of face, with restle
was defined: small, strong hands, slevider arms, a th
mun, shapeless of face, with layge, pale eyes,
feet a little, the way a bear drags hig
becavse the heavy hands wey

o5 and shinrp, stro
nose. Belund him
ng shouliders; and he

d évith his forefinger and snapped the moisture off. His huge conpa
down and drank from the surface of the green pool; drank with long §
he small man stepped nervously beside him,

flung
like a b

‘Lenniel” he smd sharply. ‘Lewnie, for God's sakes don’t drink so much.” Lesnie corg
The small nan leaned over and shook him by the shoulder. Levinie. You gonna be §
{Section 1) :

MNow look ot the PEE framework below. Notice that it's there three times for the
unsure about your points look again at the points which you have underlined.
mind which relote to how George is presented ot the start of the novel. Cop
siruciure an answer.

P
E:

i you're unsure about what 1o do or have run out of ideas have o look ot the e

Another source of help is this example for George (without PEE in the margin):

Steinbeck veveals that George is the dominant one in the relations

straightaway; COPYRIGHT
‘Lenniel’ he sald sharply. PROTECTED

The word ‘sharply’ gives the fmpression of a strict vet caring teache,
‘ hiva about the.

looking out For Lennie’s welfare as he ‘shog

when he runs over to the poo
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Active Learing Task 2
Revising PEE

In order o write wall and develop your points, you nesd to be confident with
from the text.

w15 of the PEE chai '

Copy and complete this practise page for PEE. Different e

o. George is like a guardian to Lenn

b. Curley’s wife is

‘Her finger-nails were ved. (Section 2)

The description suggests that she s a chavacter who vepresent,

c.  Curley is aggressive towards Lennie.

‘Curley stepped over to Lennie like a tervier. “wiat the hell gou§

This {ine shows

Mow ma 3 Ex paragraphs for the following points. Try and a,f
one or 1§

Lennie is described as being chitdiike.
Candy is an old man who is worried about his future.

Slimy Is ¢ respectable figure on the ronch,

Crooks is an isolated figure.
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General Guidance on Writing Essays

This section is for any essay so it is important to read before you focus on spec
reminder to help you with your essay writing skills — you should already have hag
this section is divided up into five sections:

»  Planning
»  Writing an Introduction

e Writing the main part of your essa;
»  Writing a conclusion
o  Tips for writing be

Before you pih, you should underline and examine the key words in the questi;
on what the examiner is looking for and it will help you to prepare an answer.,  §

lot down any immediate ideas and read through the passage related to the quef

Mind-map an essay plan — if it helps put the question in the middie of the page
time, number your points in the order which you think is best for each paragraph
prefer to use bullet points.

Also note down any guotations which you think support your points — you shoul
your essay — four or five,

Remember to include page numbers for any guotations which you will use as thé’é?
your points. :

Writing an introduction

Ar intreduction is usually short and
introduce your ideas or argum
from the start, dependin

& ng the guestion focus i
rice to Of Mice and Men you may v

f the question. If you have some informa
& good to use this. Similarly you may be answering &
choose to i1 oriie details about the American Dream and how racismand g
from it. Thi re the historical and literary context become important. Reme
and focus of the exam guestion, overall.

Writing the main part of your essay
After writing your introduction you may be feeling more confident. Vs importa
at this stage. You should now work through your plan creating a structured arg
you have numbered your points, this may help you — or you could number them af
may prefer to work through your plan naturally, adding and crossing out different

Be aware of timing, however —you don’t want to still be working on the main pa
Timing is essential — don’t dwell on one part for too long.

The structure of each paragraph could follow PEE and if
your writing flows naturally while following this fog
analysis will be assessed,

mber that for each o

to commant on the effects of words
aware of what grade they received and why. Loo
d be improved.

Remember to keep quot

Writing a conclusion A
After working through your main points your conclusion should be short and con
conclusion should sum up your main points which you have made and refer bac
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Tips for writing better essays
Read essays which have gained the grade that you are aiming for — look at what
effective and consider how your own writing can improve 1o meet that target. L
+  How the introduction is approached and how the points are developed thro
»  How the essay maintains its focus on the guestion throughout
»  How guotations are used and to what effect: for example, does the writer us
support their points at ali?
o How effectively the essay is concluded

information about the gue
With a passage haseghs,

.pupils may find it easier 1o actually read th
ing on when they read the passage. This saves time s¢
ing the focus of the guestion helps.

Active Learning Task 3

Answer these gquestions:

a.  What should you focus on in the question?

b. Whatis a text’s ‘historical context’?

c.  How many points should you roughly aim for in your essay?
d.  How should you sum up your main points?

Using bullet points and spider diagrams
Spider diagrams are helpful for getting ideas down and maintaining focus when
refer back to and you don’t have to use all of your ideas in it. You may even cha

They may just be a starting point and may progress a
as you're writing.

writing. You may

wiite down as many ideas as you ca
ations or sections that you're planning to u
0 keep your focus on the question’s key words ang

After studying your question, it/
can also jot down any p

et points and spider diagrams
If your essay title requires you to write aboutl a character, theme or any aspect o

Active Learning Task 4
a.  Making notes on each character

Make notes on each main character and focus on:

*  What they say

*  Whot they do

¢« What other characters say about them

= Any physical descriptions

*  The way thot they interact with other characters :
«  How they develop — do they change throughout the course of the nov

For this activity you will need to go through the te ot the parts where:

following characters:

Remerber 1o support your ideas on your diagram with quotations as much:

Further planning activities for revision:
+  Different themes in the text
»  Different settings in the text
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Revision Checklist

Make sure that you know which unit you are doing Of Mice and Men for and det
long it is. :

Have you looked at sample guestions?

b

it would help to loolk at the guestions in this gui
planning and timing — 5 to 10 mmute :
questions and time yourself wh m. Remember that it helps
writing. The benefits o : will increase your confidence and ym§
time manaszeme
Reme : management is crucial so the more time you spend w
you i gihe text, the better. Have a rough plan for timing in your head
planning, 20 minutes writing and 5 minutes o read through your work and
mind when you read over it.
Remember to include revising the historical background to the text —the A
1930s America and the history of migrant workers. You may find that your
points which you wish to make about certain characters in the text. '
Re-read the text. This will enable you to gain a deeper understanding of the.
rativations and themes. You will also respond to subtle technigues such as
darkness and descriptions of the setting. You will also be more aware of ho
Steinbeck uses foreshadowing throughout the novel, prior to the tragic end
notes for particular areas on your second reading.

spme possible

When writing exam responses

®

Remember not to waste time with lengthy introductionc it move straight in

section s indicates how much you are expected o write.
Remamber to build in planning time at the start and time to check through

i you're unsure what to write at first it might help if you start with the quot,
thinking about any points that you would like to make and/or you might not
which you would like to use for your explanation! !

Be confident when quoting from the text. Remember to keep quotations sh
chain and interpret key words and phrasas in your own words. Bring your id
that a writer’s ideas are open to interpretation. Try and use embedded quoy
your writing.

ioting from the t E
ot be fooled and:;

Don’t be tempted to make your paragraphs long by o
out long chunks of the text. The marker of y
and responses!

Embedding quotations |
naturally to you or

sd way of expressing your points. You%
o practise writing in this way. Obviously ¢
es embedding a quotation helps your writing to fio.
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& Bum Steer False information

Alfalfa A plant widely grown for animal feed

Barrel The long part of the gun through

Bindle A small number of ite

Buckers Loaders

Burlap Ticki
Candy W

Canned

FHus or truck used for transport

Sacked from a job
Cat House Brothal
Champing Chewing noisily
Context in terms of literature, the circumstances in which an event o
‘Coons Racoons
‘Cots Apricots
Critical Showing judgement or evaluation
Dugs Teats
Ejector The part of a gun which throws out the empty cartridge of a
Form The shape or structure of something a inguished from it
Gingham A cotton cloth, usually wover hecks
Grey-backs

Hame

& collar to which chains are attached

Hands

Handy A zood fighter

Heron A bird with a long neck '
influence The act, power or capacity of producing an effect on samei:azi*éfi
Jack-pin A removable wooden or metal pin put into the rail of ships '

Jerkline-skinner A driver who can control a team of mules with a single rein

Keg Asmall barrel

Loaded Shell An unfired bullet

Magazine The part of the gun which holds the bullets
Meagé;m Cf small amount

Migrate To move, relocate, resettie, travel

Risogyny Hatred of women

dMorosely
dule

 pants Rat

Pulley A small wheel
Purty Pretty
Rheumatism A painful condition involving the joints and the muscles
Riveter A tool used to fasten rivets {small metal boits}
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Roaches Cockroaches

Rummy A card game

Run An enclosure Tor animals in which they can feed, run, etc.
Setter Dog Any of several breeds of long-haired dogs

Skinner Driver of a mule team

Shug A single drink, especially of a

Smoke-house

A building where

Stable Buck

epared by means of .<;mafsk,§::E

The nes er the stable

Stak ant of money
WTStructure - In terms of literature, the way that a story is put together, cé
Subsided Caimed down |
Swamper Cleaner

Symbol An object which is used to represent something else

Taloned A fork with ‘claws’

Tick Mattress cover

Twict A sharp, sudden punch

Yials Small glass jars and bottles

Whinnied Past tense of ‘whinny’, the gentie sound a horse makes
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Books

The Grapes of Wrath, lohn Steinbeck {Penguin Books: 2000)
if students enjoyed Of Mice and Mern then this Steinbeck cla
the struggles of American farmers set also during ¥
accessible and informative critical introduct’

ic could be an enj
Spression. This ed
Y and scholar, Robert D

The Great Depression o

Of Mice ¢ Steinbeck {Penguin Books: 2000)
This edition

Susan Shillinglaw.

dedia

The Origins of the American Dream’, BBC Radio 4
https.//www. bbc.co.uk/programimes/bOBk2fmj
Short programme detailing the history and literature surrounding the idea of ‘T
today’s society 5

1532 film adaptation, Of Mice and Men, directed by and starring Gary Sinise, anc%
trailer, along with several clips from the film, is available an YouTube: :
hittps://www.youtube.comfwatchPv=BOLisStdDaYw

‘Open Book: john Steinbeck Special’, BBC Radio 4
https://www bbe.co.uk/programmes/mB001sx
A short half-hour programme celebrati
and The Gropes of Wrath

Video Foots
https://wn e.com/watch?v=03MnmRYuQKM

Websites

Official Webpage for ‘The Nationa! Steinbeck Center’
https:/fwww.steinbeck.org/

An organisation and museum dedicated to honouring and exploring Steinbeck’s

‘Great Depression History’, History.com
https://www. history.com/ftopics/great-depression/great-depression-history
An extended and accessible contextualisation of the Great Bepression and its hi

i+ A Very Short introduction, Eric Ra;t,u:m'vé%:E

Frext includes an accessible and informative critical introductics

sing Steinbeck’s greatest woo

“Uilege’s 2016 theatrical adaptation of Steinbeck’s nm@:

R
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Section-by-Section Analysis

Question/Task

Saction 1: Active
Learning Task 1

Surrounding valley, river
Garden of Ede
Same re

“all men in iife, ali roads lead to &
; urity and degeneration
$lling job, matching attire of companions, lack o}
voked by ‘shapeless’ hats, elc.
Student’s own creative response reguirad

f}  Examples could include, ‘shapeless of face’, ‘the wayé
‘snarting into the water like a horse’, ‘dabbled his big
gl Examples could include “Lennie, who had been watc
and ‘He pulled his hat down a little more over his ey
hy  George: irritated, cautious, soft, quick :
a. Lennie: Slow, clumsy, soft, easy-going
i} Student’s own creative response required
Section L. e  Missing terms as follows: Companions, ranches, sma
Knowledge Check pet, Lennie, trouble, George, angry, regret, Weed, le
dream, farm
Section 1: a.  They have received little education, and often drop |
Discussion and use colloquialisms in their speech, e.g. ‘va’, fjus’
Prompts hell with what | says’
b. Lennie’s learning di endency to be easiiys:s}z

situations

Section 2 Active

‘eading required

Kickad in the head by a horse when he was a
A‘uriey appears hostile, aggressive, egotistical, intimi
‘He hates big guys.’

Discussion Prompt

e. Hide in the bushes near the Salinas river :

f.  Quotations may include “full, rouged lips and wide-sg:
and any reference to the colour red — evokes dangeré

g.  Words or phrases may include, for example; majesty.
prince, authority. Siim is presented as a strong, respe
individual

h.,  Words or phrases may include, for example; God da
can't eat. The dog appears vulnerable and aged like

. The possibility of swning one of Slim’s pups :

i. 10. Curley is presented as misogynistic, over-hearing

Section 2: ®

Steinbeck places Crooks in with thy animals in order
this combined with the ot :
refer to him heig
‘other’ o

repeated use of
ion from them/affir

Section 2:
Knowledge C

ows: Ranch, bunkhouse, belongings,
poxer, Lennie, hostile, wife, flirt, Curlay, staring

Of Mice and Men Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide

Page 93 of 101

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Question/Task Answer / Indicative Conte
Section 2: Active a.  Student’s own research required, accurate presents
Learning Task 2 b. Responssas may include, for example: ﬁ
Candy: Kind, loves his sheepdog but fears for both ti’
Curley: Antagonistic, wili pose a threat to Lennie thr
Curiey’s Wife: Will also pose a threat to Lennie later
repetition of past experi

c. i} George
iy Inr ‘
Sy

Vs threatening behaviour t
overpowering all gthers, threat to
sUlitey, Curley’s Wife Z
trong, quick, obedient worker who outdoes his feli¢
Longly life of solitude, complete freedom and agenc
Clara took on the role of mother to Lennie, the only ¢
George's previous exploitation of Lennie’s naivety an
George has fun and laughs with Lennie, Lennig keep
Lennie tried to touch a young girl’s red dress and sc
pair were chased out of town E
Secretive, naive, child-like, mischievous, George scok
i} Breaking the necks of cats and smashing them &
i} Cats who may prey on Lennie’s rabbits :
i} Upset and angry at thought of rabbits under th
v} Violent tendencies, but fierce lovalty and care
. Words and phrases may include, for example; helple
frightened :
o 0 Lennie is bear like, and d
to defend himse!f
i} Lennieisliwpy

Section 3
Learning %

-

s

i

& his size he is eay

,acontrastto the la

A_ ummeons the image of a brave
follows: Bunkhouse, Lennie, George, Au
Candy, dog, suffering, close, work, Carison, brothel
angry, dream, fight, crushes, wrong
Section 3. a. Lennie began travelling with George after his Aunt C
Learning Task 2 advantage of Lennie’s naivety and once told him to
comfort and companionship for each other but Lenn
George and often gets the pair in trouble, like in We
girl’s dress and scared her, which led them to theirc
b. Quotations may include, for example; "Well, | can’t s

out and shoot him right in the back of the head’, "Le
sleep with him stinkin’ around in here’ Z

Section 3:
Knowledge %

5

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Of Mice and Men Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 94 of 101




Question/Task

Answer / Indicative Conte

Section 4: Active
Learning Task 3

a. Helis segregated from the other men and dehumanl;
and respectable man, dedicated to the job that has c

used o his state of prolonged suffering and discomf
c. Cuoctation could be, for example, ‘Well, | tell you, yo

1 deeply affected by
ood heart
that George will one day abandon hi
: of power and Crooks’ seizing of a rare opp
ver someone else
Mental unhappiness and loneliness can manifest its
g. He first dismisses the dream but eventually buys int
h. His discussion of loneliness, and after seeing that Le
weaknesses with money and vice as previous men
i.  Forexample, Curley’s wife uses racist, derogatory la
Crooks, using violent imagery to exacerbate the effe
j. Forexample, Curley’s wife's threats could have remi
world they live in and his vulnerability within it, or G
deterred him

d.  Crooksis reserved an
but ultimates

Section 4:
Knowledge Check

Missing terms as follows: Saturday, Lennie, leave, bunkhd
George, back, dangerous, calms, rabbits, whorehouse, jo
bruises, machine, boss, annoved,

Section 5: Active
Learning Task 1

a. They are at a horseshoe tenement

b. Killed his puppy

¢.  5he appears over-dre
that denot

casion and is dre

: ve response required

Wwn opinion required

wriey’s wife can be interpreted as nalve, as she seepy

glarnour promised by the travelling show and the ma
natural’

g. A} Heis desperate, scared, confused, and worried a
B} The incident in Wee

h. Simile, emphasises the limp and lifeless body of Curl
compared to Lennie’s strength

i.  George believes he should have predicted, and ther
pravent, the event. He may fee! responsible as he le
horseshoe tenement

j.  That his dream with George and Lennie will now be
wife’s death, and Lennie’s imminent murder

Section 5: Debate
Prompt

Section

e  Argument for: Curley’s wife’s death will no doubt ev
audience, encouraged by her s g of her dreams

ituations, her cruelty to Crooks also shows her less-

Missing terms as follows: Lennie, worries, rabbits, conces
picks, crept, tallk, mutts, dream, Curley, pet, feel, stop, st
blames, Luger

Of Mice and Men Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide

Page 9% of 101

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Question/Task Answer [ indicative Conte
Section 6: Active a. Salinas river and the valley

Learning Task 3 b.  The strong always conguer the weak and the weak a3

meet their inevitable fate E

¢. Lennie has a hallucination

d.  Aunt Clara is presented as a ‘little fat old woman’ wf‘

pleasure in teasing him ang
e. That George will aha nd has had enough ¢
f.  Thathe : T think he would tend rabbig
g. He o scold Lennie and does so with littleé

: trying to subdue his emotions and prevent:
omething personal
Slim is sympathetic and sees the kindness in George
jo  Steinbeck could be suggesting that no-one suspacts
could be hinting that George and Slim will be compas
were in the baginning of the novel
Section 6: Lennie, George, Aunt Clara, listening, rabbit, tend, shouti
Knowledge Check | mad, throws, agrees
Section 6: Student’s own reading and response required here but p
Discussion Prompt | ¢ Vulnerability of the water snake mimics that of Lenn
&  \Water snake unaware of the fate that awaits it, as is
e  Predator/prey image of the bird and the water snak
relationship
Section 6: Active ‘Dramatic irony’ is an instance in which the audience kno
Learning Task 2 understands a character’s situation or events within the &

character does
Section 6: Storyboard Activities
Learning Task 3 Student’s own f5e reguired

Whole-text Analys/

Cuesti
Characterisayion First impressions of George
Active Learning a.  Words underlined could be, for example; small, quic
Task 1 defined. All words reflect George’s intellect, wit, stre

novel

Student’s own reading required

Student’s own reading required

d. Tone setis a parental one, with George taking on th
or protector, despite his slighter build

Answer / Indicative Contes

oo

Characterisation First Impressions of Lennie COPYRIGHT
Active Learning a.  Words underlined could be, for exampile; huge, shap
Task 2 heavily, dragging, bear, paws. All words reflect Lenn PROTECTED
humble nature, his ambli w demeanour, ar
instincts :

b. Student’s

Characterisation
Active Learni
Task 3 '

rirases could be, for example; thin young, tigh
heeled boots. All words and phrases reflect Curley’s
temper, and his egotistical demeanour and status on the
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Question/Task

Answer / Indicative Conte

Characterisation
Active Learning
Task 4

First impressions of Curley’s Wife :
a.  Words or phrases could be, for example; full, rouged
red, rolled clusters, house dress, red mules, red ostr
k. Red symbolises the threat Curley’s wife poses and h
ranch, entirely defined by her statyus as a housewife

Characterisation
Active Learning
Task 5

Writing in Role
Student’s ow
charanig

segret, guilt, peace/relief, sadness, sorrow, lone
ey: Anger, frustration, lack of closure, injustice, sadn
of wife, embarrassment, confusion

Lennie: Frustration, guilt, anger, confusion, dread, fear, 5
Curley’'s Wife: Anger, frustration, empowerment, guilt, sa
symipathy, understanding
Crooks: Yulnerahility, anger, frustration, sadness, emascy

Characterisation:
Active Learning
Task &

Interview Between John Steinbeck and a Student: '
e Lennie presented as animal-like and child-like, iac:kmgg§§
George and his example
®  George characterised as polar opposite of Lennie — a
humour evoked in their opposition
Candy used to evoke sympathy from the reader, etos

Setting: Active
Learning Task 1

Setting: &
Learning

Mood: Peaceful, naturalistic, calming, Edenic, etc.
Mood: Homely, domestic, minimal, masculine, ete.
Maood: Eerie, minimal, at mysterious, dar
Meood: Loneline ; ation, minimal, etc.
Mood: Vio creboding, bittersweet, et
S, ionely, foreboding, calming, natura
ssgue, etc.

Th Q0T we

udent’s own choice from many possible quotations reqs

Themes:
Active Learning
Task 1

Dreams:

& ‘Me and Lennie...” —~ George

®  ‘4¥lwas part..” - Crooks

e ‘twanttolive off.. - Lennie

e ‘lwanttolive with...” — Candy

e ‘I could be working..." — Curley’s Wife

Themes:
Active Learning
Task 2

Candy and Crooks

Themes
Active Learning
Task 3

a. Candy offers money
k. He offers to cook for the

the chickens and

Themas:
Active Learning
Task 4

To own g

Themes:

Whore houses or 3 blackjack game’ (Section 4}
b. Nogincome
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Question/Task

Answer / Indicative Conte

Themes:
Active Learning
Task &

Reality:
George Lennie Candy Cr
vnemployment
poverty v’ v
v
homelessness | v v e e
sexism
racism
e v v
disability
. e
ageism
oppression 4 v v
®  ‘Best off': Curley as most lik wer — examples pi
®  ‘Worst off’: Crooks, Cops ay's wite as most |
provided will yz !

Themes
Active Learning
Task 7

Hierarchie

®

®

®

‘eading required here but most likely hierg

Curley = Carlson ®
Curley’s Wife & lennie e
Crooks
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Question/Task

Answer / Indicative Conte

Essay Questions

Many responses possible here and student’s own reading§
guide for each gquestion is as follows: :
6.

=  Lennieis presented as vuinerable, naive, taking
actions — he is described as shapeless with a larg
nalve and innocent nz

e Heisvuinerablsi

; t\/ n which he lives,
= It responsibilities and expet
akes impossible to fulfil.
; ental disability also lsads others to form prE
defend himself, leading him to be misunderstoog
nowerful/able members of society.
»  in 1930s America there was also little knowledge

mental disability, meaning that individuals such e

the support or care he needed. :

R

&  Description of the natural world in the opening :
cresentation in the final chapter — initially appe
the cruelty, pressures and responsibiiities of wo

e By the end, the natural world is haunted by dea
which George and Lennie’s dream dies.

s  The image of the water snake and the ominous
the danger Lennie is in and his inevitable fate a
as Curley,

The Writer's Use
of Language:
Active Learning
Task 1

Student’s own creati

The Writer's Use

or example, Steinbeck uses animal imagery to empha
stature, but also his simple nature and impulsive, instin
often compared to a bear, Steinbeck also compares Le
Lennie experiences great fear or intimidation, emphasi
b. Steinbeck likens Curley’s short temper and quick move
and Curley’s wife are both compared to fish in the nov
imagery to describe their status and bodily responses i
affirming their status as Lennie’s prey and their vulner

The Writer’s Use
of Language
Active Learning
Task 3

Images of Light and Darkness

a. Both light and dark, but mainly dark here, emphasisi
bunkhouse and foreshadowing the future conflict br
themes in novel of the constant conflict between go
cynicism

b. Both light and dark, emphaa
skin and the lightnes
-~ the men

e contrast betwe
s. Jescription revealy

s him by his darkness b
ows his lightness
and a darkness that envelops all lightness.
verwhelming evil on the ranch and in the fife and fu
doubt that shadows their dreams and ideals. Symbol
conguer his own darkness and triumph over evil :

Contexts:
Discussion Prompt

e Any reference to Lennie and George’s dream of owng

# ldeas created about senses of identity, agency, realit
humanity, a cynical message from Steinbeck, etc.
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Question/Task Answer [ indicative Conte
Contexts: Active Notes may include, for example:
Learning Task 3 a. Hotter climate, context of Dust Bow! and climate cor

particularly relevant here

k. Free and frequent use of taboo, discriminative and r
towards Curley’s wife, treatment of Crooks and his s
with no fear of prosecutic
Contexts The History of Magram‘ Fa
Active Learning In regards to
Task 2

Zalifornia
aniream, Steinbeck is emphasis
but also chaillenging the notion of th

Question/Task Answer [ Indicative Conte

Exam Guidance Student’s own response required here with many possibiy
PEE: quotation, but, for example, responses may inciude:
Active Learning 1. ‘The first man was small and quick, dark of face, with
Task 1 features. Every part of him was defined’ {Section 1} -

and perceptive man
2. ‘The first man stopped short in the clearing, and the
{Section 1} — George is the leader in his and Lennie’s
3. ‘The small man leaned over and shook him by the sh
Lernnie and appears to ironically function as his guar
inferiority in size and strength
Exam Guidance Student’s own response reqguired
Revising PEE guotation, but, for examp :
Active Learning a. 2 swaer when it ain’t running,:
Task 2 ares for Lennie and advises hirr§

wriey’s wife is flirtatious with the men, striking in ap
attention, and foreboding :
This line shows that Curley Is argumentative, aggres
of others, which he enjoys

Exam Guidance a.  Any keywords used and estabiish what it is that the

General Guidance | b, The relevant historical information that heips us und

on Writing Essays | ¢.  Four or five

Active Learning d. Inashort and concise conclusion that refers back an

Task 3 guestion

Exam Guidance a.  Student’s own in-depth response required here, but

Active Learning

Task 4 George: Guides and defends Lennie and tells him of CQPYR%GHT

owning their own land; other characters respect Gec% PROTECTED
Lennig; described as small, gui arp and intellige:
and a protective nature; £hows bitter by the &
than when he s =

g

sh speaks and thinks of his and George's
and animals, and his fear of upsetting George
strength and often ends up in trouble and hurting oté
pity Lennie and grow to care for him except Curley ab
viulnerability; described as tall, big, shapeless and ch :
compassion to other characters but often ends up h
injuries Curley and kills his wife; Lennie shows no de
reaching a cruel end after a period of degeneration i
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Question/Task Answer / Indicative Cont
Candy: Speaks of his vuinerability due to his disabili
of his future and his conseguential desire to enter |
Lennie; Candy does little manual work as a result of
ranch respect Candy due to his time on the ranch b
to put it out of its misery; described as old, frail and
provides support and care, =ihie and George a
shows kindness e end of the novel
dream angd

ansive tone with others, voices wisdom
otential of ranch workers and the reality of their d
to Slim, shows cruelty and kindness to Lennie, and i
threats; others undermine Crooks as a result of his
other men, the boss takes his anger out on him, bu
for his work ethic and pride; defined by injury to ba
glittering eves are striking in description; defensive
accustomed to his isclation, fearful of the men and ¢
appear to change, briefly straying but then quickly re
towards men, his future and the dream

Curley: Antagonistic, cruel and egotistical in exchangs
and physical vislence; son of the boss, neglectful of
all the characters despise Curley and helieve his wif
power he holds with his father; curly hair, shortins
fashioned as a boxer; cruel, victimising, manipulativ
others; shows little improvement.ar progress by th
the same anger and ageres t the start

; king discourse, often sp
sernie, spends her time asking after
te, spends her time bothering and insulting
haracters belisve her to be a flirt and to be trouble
made-up, dressing in red and ostrich feathers with
Curiey’s wife becomes more likeable and Steinbeck
her dreams but she reaches an unfortunate and vio

Curiey’s Wif
her

b, Student’s own response and personal approach reg

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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