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Teacher’s Introduction

An Inspector Calls is THE seminary play to introduce students to the craft of the i
deception and treachery combined with a detective novel’s murder-mystery w
England in social turmoil, is nearly impossible to surpass. This guide, written for;
place an intense interrogatory spotlight on each charac lotline to unrave§
candidates with a clear understanding of the pla ‘ ric angst. ‘

This guide comprises of the follov,

e main events and structure of the narra
wiysis: Detailed scrutiny of the play, with tasks and
d relationships: Analysis of key characters in the play ar:

create TR
¢  Relationship mind-map: Visual mapping of the key relationships in the Qlayé
s  Setting: The role of place, place names, household objects and of visual effe:
¢ Themaes: A detailed treatment of the key themes of the play. E
e Ideas and messages: Exploration of Priestiey’s key ideas in the text. :
«  Language, structure and form: Priestley’s use of language, exploration of the
elements and how these relate {0 structure,

e  Cultural, social and historical context: Key aspects of cultural context impag
and gender, equality, and social responsibility, including some biographical &

e Glossary of key terms: Explanation of literary and other terms used in the g

Key Features of Guide
This resource is designed and written to support the tea
Edexcel IGCSE 2016 specification. To that end }Et iz gaddress the asse

m An inspector Calfs.

y relationships in the novel, with analyses of the
development and nature of these,

Detailed act-by-act analyses of literary technigues, events and
develnpment of relationships and plot, with important quotations.

Consideration of Priestiey’s choice of formal and structural elements
and language, and their effects upon the reader.

Analyses of key ideas and messages in the novel. Examination of
settings and their role in the novel's structure and themes.

infarmation and analyses of the novel’s sacial and cultural contexts,

. . . S - Social o
including biograghical information. o

Explanation of literary and cultural terms being s

Glossary

Edition of the Text
The edition i
Modern Cl2

edition: Penie

: “haration of this source was An Inspector Calls and ot :
itron 2000 ISBN 978-0-141-18535-4. For Component 2, st
odern Classics; New Edition, March 2001, 1SBN 978041185354

Before using this rescurce ensure all students have read through An Inspector Cc‘
in a class group. Z
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Specification Enfwmatmﬁé

An Inspector Calls is examined by Pearson Edexcel IGCSE as part of English Litera;ﬁ

R

This pack applies to the following component:
Component 2: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Te
Modern Drama {examined)

and

Component 3: Modern Drama a

ritage Texts (coursework)

e total qualification. In this component
o texts, one Modern Drama text and one Literary

Component 3 is available as an alternative to Component 2 and also assesses 405
gualification through two coursework assignments, internally set and assessed, &

The focus of this pack is, therefore, on drawing out key features of the play acro*%
this board. There are discussion points and exarcises in each saction which supp
Some are aimed at group work, and others to enable further individual study ang

Assessment Objectives
These are standardised across all IGCSE components:

Students must:

Demonstrate a close knowledge and un
presenting an informed personal 2

A1 g of texts, maint

AQ2 Analyse the language. f cture used by a writer to creat

in addition, Al 5 ding of the relationships between texts and th

MNote: Students will not need to write about context in their assessment.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Act One

The play begins with the Birling family celebrating daughter
Sheiia’s engagement to Mr Gerald Croft. Despite the ha
cccasion, Sheila is somewhat suspicious about Gemi
devotion to her during the summer. Mr Birli ;
of his wife, Sybil, launches into t frentous,
speeches. Both speeahe« 1 theigteasion, are essentially
aimed at the o {Eric, Birling’s son and
Gerald} ab sopinion of commerce, social class, hard
work, his d B of social responsibility, and, above all,
himself. The celebrations are interrupted by the arrival of a
police inspector, inspecter Goole, who brings news of the suicide
of a young lady, Eva Smith. The Inspector confronts both Mr
Biriing and Sheila as to their involvement: Mr Birling having
sacked Eva as the leader of & strike at his factory, and Sheila wheo
had Eva sacked from a job in a department store. Following the |
second sacking, the Inspector explains that Eva changed her
name to Daisy Renton, The revelation causes two significant
events — Gerald looks decidedly uncomfortable and Eric is forced
to leave the room. Sheila notices Gerald's slip and confronts
him. Curtain falls...

Act Two

The act opens with Gerald preferring has inv
of the earshot of Sheila. Unpert
Gerald admits Daisy was hi
six months, in
engagems
whammy,

stence themes

Droaw o tim
entrances o
importance

centrate on $heila The revelatson unsurprisin
tie engagemem ring back to Geraid. In disgrace, and cleg
aves the house. :

As he leaves, Mrs Birling attempts to seize contro! of the ever-downward spiral c
hands of the inspector, but as traps have been set for ail the characters, she falls:
preconceived plan., With Eric out of the room, she is forced to admit that she ha
Daisy Renton earlier that month. Calling herself Mrs Birling, Daisy had sought, b
assistance from Mrs Birling’s charitable organisation. Mrs Birling, in refusing the,
pursue the father of her unborn child for help. Upon hearing this confession fron
Sheila realises who the father is, only moments before Mrs Birling. This sends ¢
Curtain falls...

and collected
2 pressure

Unperturbed:

: mmy: o double blow or o
wuble setback
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Act Three

Eric returns and confesses 1o baing the father of Daisy’s unborn child, He expla
pregnancy, he had panicked and taken money from his father’s firm to pay her
the money was ‘stolert’, she had rejected it and sought charitable help instead.
of financial help, Eric explodes and blames her for the suicide and his child’s de
giving his “fire and brimstone’ speech on social rasponsabaht‘ clear juxtapositi
Sheila’s selfishness, Gerald’s condoning of such a s indifference.
disgusted and the guilt making them remar

As the dust setties, and b 5, Sheila begins to question the inspecto

Gerald return et s —-the Inspector wasn’t a real Inspector, but
later, gne stabie and one to the infirmary, prove that there isn
Brumley po ce, and there hasn't been a local suicide for weeks. Mrand

changes back to normality in juxtapesman with their two children who do not f
continues to control their minds, However, the equilibrium is again shattered
answered by Mr Birling. He returns to inform the family and Gerald, that a poli
something about a young girl and a suicide... Curtain falls.

Key Terms
Chief Constable: the head of the police force in a specific geographical o
Infirmary: o hospital

Brumiey: o fictional town or city in the North Midlands created by Priestle
house and Mr Birling’s {wool?) manufacturing business

AQ4 (Context): Di
J B Prigstley began wi
about o mysterious ins

ADZ: Top Tip
In your responses in an exam m
make connections with Pri

these characters as a ¢
and social responsibilit

itable assisiance.

Active Leaming Tosk 2
Group work:
Using this plot summary, divide out the play’s characters and explain their involvement
Renton.

Individusily: :
Using this plot summary, identify one of the characters in the ploy and explain their invés
/ Daisy Renton.

Tip: You will need fo use the skills of summarising, describing and voding.
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A4 (Contexd): Top Tip
Understanding the context and contexds of
the play are crucial in understandin
Priestley’s motivation. ‘A Pla
Acts” and ‘The Play’s Deg
il

Key
Seisme on economic and p

the means of production are ¢

by private individuals

World War il o second world

Britain and its alfies and Gern

‘A Play in Three Acts’

Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of th
Holy Spirit, Matthew 28:19.

This guote, taken from the Bible, is worth considering and keeping in mind whe

Priestley’s An Inspector Colls. Why? Well, the Christian faith has as its core beli

resurrection {rebirth) and community {iove thy neighbour) — vaiues rejected and
Even the playwright’s name, Priestley suggests having church-like qualities. ltc

drew heavily from the Christian religion {often at odds with his own political bel
symbols to make his point. The uncanny significance that An inspector Colis, ‘A

the Christian Holy Trinity cannot be understated:

Act One: The Father

Mr Arthur Birling {the father} a
his ironic spe :

Aot & 8onis) Yo

Croft {the son-in-law) Insp

Eric Birling {the son)

AQ4 (Context): Discussion Point §

as bringing an important message to the characters and the audience?

The Angel Gabriel in the Christian faith, is God's messenger. To whot extent does Pries{

o

1B Priestley dedicated the play to his friend, actor and director, Michae!l Macow
War i, Priestley had told his friend about an idea he had for a play involvinga m
visited a family. This was to become the genesis of An Inspector Calls. Enguiring
asked what had become of the idea? This meeting led to Prisstley gathering s0

the play, and, clearly frustrated with life, in the autumn of 1944, wrote the entir

R
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Act 1 Parts 1-3

The Pre-inspection celebration
Act 1 Part 1: A (very) mixed (and soon to be shaken) celebration

s

7

Gerald: And I've told you — I was awfully busy at the i that time. {p.

Summary

The play begins with six of the
deliberately establishes
love and val :
events, as

Haracters at the end of a lavish celel
irections a scene of wealth and prosperity,
s ome’iike {p. 161). Suggestions are made by certai

ered by the full cast. :

AO4 (Context): Did vou know?
The drink, port, in particular, is used as symbolic of wealih in the play. Mr Birling wastes:
son-in-faw, Gerald, as to ifs pedigree ond how he knows this: ‘Finchley fold me’ {p. 161)
establishing an aristocratic tone by nume-dropping. Also, the port is the same thot Ge

Analysis
As the curtain rises for Act One, the contrast between the classes: f““mm
the rich and the poor, is immediately and obviously established. ‘
The play opens with a partour maid, Edna, clearing a middie-class

household’s dinner table, replacing dessert plates and champapnp
glasses with a decanter of port, cigar box and cigarett
Mrs Birling are celebrating the engagement of the
Sheila, to aristocrat Gerald Croft. The
Edna handling the dinner table |

Paradox: o
ridiculous, K

ng-class Aristocrat:

port, and t
attention to:

e begms wsth Mr Arthur Blrlmg estabhshang a precedent of hi
al issue at hand, not the engagement, but that of impressing Ge

Sheila, who is half-excited, but half-suspicicus of Gerald, teases him about his krzg
become too familiar with it so as to become a ‘purple-faced old men’ {p. 162) hi
curiously obedient to Sheila’s demand and keen to keep her happy.

AQT: Discussion Point 1 :
Priestiey’s decision to make Gerald cbedient of Sheila at the begiming:
scene is deliberate, Why is this so? Is Gerald feeling guiliy about somi
There is certainly some venom in Sheila’s tone towards Gerald ot this p
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Curiously, Mrs Birling appears unconcerned about the celebrations. She is sat w
untikely to fill it, until persuaded by Sheila. Like daughter, she admonishes her h
for daring to compliment the cook, an apparent middie-class faux pas, revealing
upbringing. Mrs Birling is upset that he has embarrassed her in front of her aris
rubbishes such a thought saying that he feels Gerald should be considered one o
agrees. Gerald says he’s been ‘trying long enough’ {p. 162} to E
become part of the family. Here, Sheila demonstrates b v
suspicious nature and is not entirely convinced thy
trying hard encugh and digs Gerald r ol last
summer, when you never came g ). Priestley again
and again uses dramatizg eginning of Act One, only
revealed la}

Bramatic i)

P

Mrs Birling «¥55ins that Sheila must get used to her future husband spending n
their business” {p. 163). Sheila responds with disbelief. Sheila again teases Gera
careful not to spend too much time at work when they're married as she won't ¢
Gerald must be more careful to spend more time with her, to which Gerald mak
‘Oh - Twill, § will” {p. 163). This causes Eric to guffaw out load. Does he know so
the further use of irony by Priestiey? ‘
Annovyed by Eric’s outburst, Shella Immaturely snaps at Eric,
calling him ‘squiffy’ {p. 163} and is admonished for such
language by her mother. Eric scoffs at his mother saying f you
think that’s the hest she can do — {p. 163} but is interrupted by
Sheila before he can go any further, calling him ‘on oss” {p. 163}

them, and
Admonishy

Extended Essay Question 1 :
(@) Priestley establishes deception as a key theme at the start of the:
dramatic irony from pp. 1-3 explain the idea that there are clueg
characters are hiding secrets from each other, or ‘

(b} How does Priestley explore deception in An inspector Calls? Co
theme and how his thoughts and ideas are articulated through

An Inspector Cafis: Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 7 of 79
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Act 1 Part 2: A toast, the host and Birling's first boast

Birling: When you marry, you'll be marrying af a very good time. Yes, a very &
even better time (p. 165). Z

Summaty

Mr Birling makes a toast to Sheila and Gerald’s engage
self-congratulatory and partially as a demonstrat
after 1912.

he toast turns int.
omposity and inabi :

Key Terms
fying a person, generally upper class, whe wilt stay reschii
ven tragedy
wiving o sense of self-importance
Matrigreh: a female head of family, or the most powerful female in a family :
Cartel: ¢ group of businesses who work together for their own interests and to keep g
competition
Lament: to feel sorrowful, or to mourn over something regretful

As the siblings squabble, Priestley forces matriarch, Mrs Birling, to look for damage
further embarrassment in front of Gerald. The squabbling is brought to a suddens
husband, through her passive-aggressive prompting, into action — ‘what gbout this:

ing explains how
d explains the be:
gratulating himself on the
mily, one of Birling’s biggest riva
future and be able to set up a cartal fori
164). Agai nis wife, this time for being too seif-indulgent, Birli E
very fortun y his daughter. Gerald agrees and says, { know [ am — this
fament in his e is clear as Priestley pursues dramatic irony, missed perhaps k
cr certainly by her mother.

Not one to shy away from being the centre of attention, 2
him and that it means a tremendous amountto h
business. Priestley makes him truthful, ifs
marrying Gerald, Shella marries |
cpportunity to aveid co :

Realising he is caught in the lament, albeit very briefly, Gerald with his stiff uppe
proceedings on and produces the engagement ring (already picked by Sheilal) in
attempt to keep her suspicions, and his undisciosed emotional state at bay. This
is clearly noticed by Mrs Birling, the significance of which is, at that point, lost o
receiving the ring, Sheila demonstrates and forebodes her obsession with mater
saying sha'll ‘never fet it go out of my sight’ {p. 165}, tronically, unlike her fuiured
the summer. E

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

mpting to gloss o
feither, from continu
& play, Priestley disp!
o occur. He insists

Mr Birling begins a second and more self-indulgent speech
events that could prevent his business, and that of3
In what is perhaps his key dramatically ironi
cpinion in clear paradox with re ‘
that there will be no me
Germany, a
mixed: he
hypes the st ner Titanic as ‘unsinkable’ (p. 166}, While his
predictions are partially correct on technology, he is woefully wrong,
crucially, on everything else: strikes and the outbreak of war.

An Inspector Cafis: Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 8 of 79




What Mr Birling fails to appreciate, and is again mercilessly set-up to fail by the ;;
middie classes seem obsessed with creating wealth, such as Birling himself, the ¢
parents and Mrs Birling} seem hell-bent on protecting the wealth they've got. A
or resgurces will be taken from the upper classes, history foretells that waris in
Priestiey’s life,

A4 : cop Tip

' Jonstrated in the fact the Tife
ut for other examples, peppered 1

Mr Birling's inability to predict the futur
voyage, the night the play is set i
for dramatic ironic effec

When Mr Bi§ or his final run having begun to
criticise the Russians as being ‘behindhand’ {p. 166} he is
interrupted by his wife to end the speech. Which he
does, but not before criticising two well-known sacialists
and political agitaters (such as Priestley himself, and two
Of hIS OWn heroes} —~H G We‘”s arﬂd Geﬂfge‘ Bemard R0
Shaw {p. 166}. Having heard enough, and completely uninterested, Mrs Birling |
Sheiia. This ieaves the men to talk business and to allow her and her daughter t
more fitting for ladies, such as clothes and marriage. Ericis forcibly removed by

.

Socialists: a person
political ideclogy /s
Agitators: those wh

H G Wells George Bernard Sho

AQ4 (Context): Discussion Point 3 '
Why does Priestley allow Mr Birling to correctly predict the fuiure on some thin

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Extended Essay Quest]
{8y Mr Birding's forcafd

r Birling makes a very successful businessman, but would malg

B o s oo o o 6 o 0 5 o 0 5 5 0 5 5 0 0 8 5 0 0
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Act I Part 3: Another boast from the host and the arrival of the ‘ghos

Birling: ... —so long as we behave ourselves, don’t get info the police court or s;

Gerald: You seem fo be a nice, well-behaved family — (p. 167)

Summary

Left on their own, Birling and Gerald spend some ma
middle-class lifestyle by discussing the vir
do not approve of Sheila as a fut
a further persuasion jOb on

g time together. E
énsing that Gerald’s pa;
Er son he carries put

unimpressed L B:rimg 5 attempts at pretence, but
neverthele ng's sentiments in a sickly sycophantic
way. Birling p that he is in line for a major award from the

King, a knighthood. Provided, of course, he or his family don’t get
into any trouble! Then the doorbell rings.

Analysis

Cn his own with Gerald, Mr Birling has a captured audience to

further demanstrate his self-importance, arrogance and /—
materialistic views to Gerald, Again, Birling is quick to demonstrate

his wealth by offering Gerald a cigar. And, in a similar over- Old co

assumption with the port, Gerald refuses a cigar, politely,

preferring the more youthful and fashionable cigarette. However,
he is not s0 much interested in persuading Gerald of his self-worth Mew ni
as he knows Gerald is on his side, instead he uses Gerald to relay non-ar
mfarmatlon about hls upcammg {and top secret) kni 3

Mr Birling :
Croft or he en been introduced properly as he does not know her first n
Gerald's pareiis have attended the engagement party, as they are conveniently
this view {also saving Priestiey from having 1o write in two additional characters a

Eric returns saying he left the ladies talking about clothes {further irony). Eric he
is quite at home in so doing, suggesting, again, he is no stranger to heavy and re
why Eric is drinking so heavily. Is there something playing heavily on his mind?

ciothes are symbolically important and a token of women’s self-respect. Patron
reflective of the ladies in his family? Birling's comment strikes a chord in Eric wh
‘Yes, | remember’ {p. 168) such to be true. Challenged by both Birling and Geralg
outburst, he quickly dismisses his comment. The audience are less convinced...

An Inspector Cafis: Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 10 of 79
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Mr Birling again, with a captured audience, Eric out of duty and Gerald out of
forced respect, begins to dismiss the idea of community and cooperation in
favour of looking after oneself: ‘o man has to mind his own business and fook
after himself and his own’ {p. 168). Nevertheless, he brings the attention,
unashamedly, back to himself and his beliefs, returning to his attack on crank
talk from those writers promoting socialism and the idea of community. He
continues to peddie his belief that suffering for his caus work) and
looking after yourself and your family and nobod ath to salvation.
be a symbol of hatred for the audien vast ta his own beliefs in sp
the ‘greater good’. Love thy naj gious ideal that Priestley intertwi
ideclogy — neither of wh's ¥ with the patriarch of the household.

Priestley’s |3 f Birling’s rant is brought to an abrupt stop, and as if God
had enough irling’s free reign, the sharp ring of o front doorbell (p. 168) calls:
and devastating silence. :

AQT: Discussion Point 4
What effect does Mr Birling’s bragging have on the audience? What effect does Gerg
Mr Birling’s bragging have on the audience?

Extended Essay Question 3
{a) Mr Birling spends most of the play trying to impress Gerald, an
how successtully this is achieved. Use the avidence for the who

(b} Inthe play, props, although deliien w in number, play a ¢
role than is apparant

An Inspector Cafis: Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 11 of 79
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Act 1 Parts 4-7

The Inspector has landed
Act 1 Part 4: An Inspector does indeed call

Birfing: ... I was an alderman for years — and Lord M

Summary
Birling's further attempt

crashing halt ageh

Priestley’s & & tay of greed, indulgence and selfishness of
the Birling {§ rongly assurmning that the late evening call of a
police inspector is for a warrant, Inspector Goole proves the visit is
for a much more serious matter, a girl’s suicide. He quickly sets a
pugnacious, formal tone in response to Mr Birling's attempts 10
pontificate over his ‘community” achievemeants. A new direction,
scorchad by revelation, is set by the Inspector which none of the
Birlings, or Gerald, are able to derail.

Analysis

The arrival of the Inspector brings a sense of irony, paradox and
hierarchical role-raversal. Where Mr Birling had had near carte Blanche
with his captured cast and audience, the inspector brings a sudden and
~»obering challenge ta his pampasity and a reaiisaﬁcn that he, and his

“to his membership of the old boys’ cub, by offering him an alc
and professionally refuses. Here, the tone is set as the Inspector is on a formal
He again tries to regain control by explaining how important {Priestiey using a t
local community: Alderman, Lord Mayor and magistrate. However, the inspect

is investigating the recent suicide of a young lady. The pressure and the irony ag

devices.

Key Terms

Bench: a collective term for magisirates and lay persons who sit in groups of three o
o mogistrates’ court

Warrant: in ceriain situations, a magistrate con issue on ¢
to urres’r a suspec? if they hcve reasonable suspscz

search) warrani, o

Carte b!cmche ha i
Triples:

for emphasis
colloquial term for a group of people, generally upper-class men,
each other, fo the detriment of others

\fidermam an appointed local official generally on o local council
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Act 1 Part 5: Birling, his ex-employee and business efficacy

Birling: If we were all responsible for everything that happened fo everybody w
would be very awkward, wouldn’t it? (p. 172) :

Summaty
/’

The Inspector’s first line of enquiry forces Mr Birling to ad

that he knew the dead young lady, Eva Smith, as on Lampoone.
. . : : Disinfecta
former employees, and that in sacking her, : yimnent cleaning fl
he started a chain of events that, pelieves, led to Socialist u
her suicide. Asthe truth be rol of the situation, Mr direct, som

ridate the Inspector. But his or achieve

contacts ang ound are of no concern to the Inspector.
Gerald takesSg# T« seat and Eric is lampooned for having a
social conscience,

Birling goes ¢

Analysis

The Inspector reveals that earlier that evening, a voung lady had been admitted
disinfectant and subsequently died {(although, is it, in fact, one or two people w
died?}. Only Eric, ironically, shows any emotion, whereas Gerald says nothing ar
what any of this has to do with him. The inspector guickly reveals that the youn
This name is familiar to Mr Birling but, ironically, and deliberately written by Prie
Initially, Mr Birling denies knowing her, even when the Inspector informs him th
factory. However, when Mr Birling is shown a photograph of Eva Smith, Mr Birli
and recourts his dealings with her. The inspector deliberately prevents Eric and
photogragh. The Inspector guickly realises that the other two men in the room
with Gerald’s fiancé, Sheila.

group, and, as he saw th

A. n brief, and as a result, all of the
sed as to why the sacking nearly two yea
rireveals that he believes this was the start of ach
suicide. M ains to the Inspector, Eric and Gerald in another bloated,
justification sacking. But not before he manages to ridicule Eva’s backgro
and uneducated, at p.172}, and, in a misogynistic way, complimenting her looks

Mr Birling reveals that Eva Smith was
led a strike for higher wages. Th
Smith, were sacked. Mr B
death. Hows,

He Is gquite flabbergasted when the Inspector asks why he didn’t meet her dema
confused and incensed that the Inspector is challenging his decisions, to which t
duty to ask questions”{p. 173). Mr Birling can’t argue with that. Gerald comest
supporting the decision to sack Eva. But Ericis not convinced, and having vocali
business by his father in a veiled attempt to reassert his dominance. Clearly now
authority, Birling turns on the full offensive. He begins by asking for the Inspect
Unintimidated, and for sport, the Inspector tells him and even spells it out, 'G-C
contempt and indifference to Mr Birling. Further attempts to intimidate the ins
desperation, he says that he is a good friend of, and plays goif with, the Inspecto
the Inspector says he doesn’t play golf, to which Mr Savacks him: Tdidn’t s
Eric tries to support, ironically, Eva, but his { ated and comments o
and his soft ‘public-school-and-Varsit: monstrating, perhaps, his ¢
contempt for the privately ‘children of the rich.

in the end

scene Mr Birling does ask after Eva, but not out of s\
happened :

certainly hoping to apportion, or pass on the blame.

ADY: Discussion Point 3 ;
The photograph is only shown, ot first, to Mr Birling. How important is the photograph iz’iéiti
ragintaining suspense?
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Act 1 Part 6: Sheila, the shop assistant and childish tantrums
Inspector: The girl’s dead though (p. 176}

Sheila: What do you mean by saying that? You talk as if we were responsible (3

Summary

Sheila re-enters the dining room just as her father is
The Inspector seizes the opportunity of he :
next inb, that of a sales assistant at,;
Eva, Sheila’s delightful eve Ll

R

2is admission that §
4ive onte the next part of:
artment store in Brumley. Having§
Iy, and her misery begins. E

Analysis

As Mr Birlin wes his semi-nonchalant, veiled concerned enqguiry about Eva, $
the men from retiring to the drawing room, but intercepts her father’s question
Inspector along, and out of the house, Mr Birling is stopped when the Inspector
there to speak to Mr Birling. This leaves the cast, but not the audience, hewilde
he needs to interview next. The inspector, foliowing on from Mr Birling’s enqui
Eva managed o get a job in a local department store, Millwards. This sends She
expiaining that she shops there, forgetting for a brief moment the
tragic circumstances of the death and the Inspector’s visit. The o
inspector’s suspicion, as yet something the audience doesn’t know '
what about, is, therefore, confirmed. She explaing to Gerald that she
goes there and in more recent times, goes there for his ‘benefit’ (p.
177). The Inspector reveals that due 1o an cutbreak of influenza (p.
177) the store took her on. However, her appointment was short, as
they had to sack her following a complaint from a ve Jiigstomer.,

The identity of that very good custom
dramatic irony closely, by the

A2 Active Learning Task 1
The sense of dramatic irony and foreboding is displayed in
this part of Act One. Explain what this means in relation to
Gerald's speach where he says: ‘After oll, y'know, we're
respectoble citizens and not criminals’.

AD1Y: Discussion Point &
The photograph secondly <
important is the ph
and m in
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Act 1 Part 7: Sheila’s confession, her ‘pet lip’ and Gerald’s slip
Sheila: ...and if I could help her now, I would (p. 181)
Tuspector: Yes, buf you can’t. If's foo late. She’s dead (p. 181)

Summary

Sheila confirms her invelvement in Eva’s sacking from |
and the level of the family’s involvement thi
This causes a traumatised change in hed
cornered Geraid who simply

and is genuinely:
A pector reveals Eva’s &
ric. Sheila’s suspicions are:
mitting knowing Daisy Renton, Z

Analysis

Sheila retu piowiedging the Inspector’s piecing together of the puzzle, and
admits her involvement in the chain of events. Unlike her father, Sheila remors&}%
asks whether her actions made much of a difference to the death. The Inspectos
responds by confirming that they did, and that this had been Eva’s last stable jok%
Sheila is obliged to recount the day in question. But, unlike her father, is genuing
devastated by her actions. She explaing about being in a terrible temper, ironic
perhaps, because Gerald had not been paying her encugh attention. Shella ha
against the advice of her mother and a senior sales assistant. However, when t
Eva, Eva had suited the dress and made Sheila very angry and jealous. Sheilah
she was laughing at Sheiia} so she had complained to the management and sai
account elsewhere, unless Eva was sacked.

in despair, and in an attempt by Priestley to show remorse, notably that the you:
ways, Sheila pleads for forgiveness and says she’d wished nadn’t done it and;
The Inspector, sensing he must move on and not d ‘s misery, reveah
Smith changed her name to Daisy Renton ‘

ches

veals two things to the audience. First
ier name than her bhirth name. Secondly,
different b . bie ways at the revelation: Gerald managing only to
altow, by p nmself a drink, but he is startied and says ‘What?" {p. 181).

Sheila spots his slip, and all her previous suspicions are potentially answered. N
until the Inspector and Eric leave to find her father. Holding her temper, she as
Smith. In a caddish and convenient way, he says he didn’t know Eva Smith, unt
how he knew Daisy Renton.

This fact deiiberately Lse
to be a mor

Gerald is unable to avoid the truth, but continues to play down
his involvement saying it was all over six months ago and asks
Sheiia to keep quiet. In disgust, hysterical and in triumph, she
informs him that the (nspector must know already. Just then,
the Inspector returns to confront Gerald about his involvement
and Act One ends on a diffhanger...

Cliffhange
which ends
waniing fo

A ntrast between the young and oid§
ywright's deliberate contrast between
vement in the suicide of Eva Smith.

Eoiirapare how remorse is portrayed differently between the you{‘a
An inspector Calls. 5

{cy Priestley demonstrates in his writing the contrast between the
attitude to responsibility. Explain the playwright's deliberate ¢
father's realisation of their involvement in the suicide of Eva S
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Act 2 Parts 1-4

The young aristocrat is exposed
Act 2 Part 1: Gerald's paradox - hiding the truth to protect his fianc

Tuspector: And you think young women ought fo be p;oie

Gerald: If possible — yes (p. 183)

Summary
Gerald is cor
with Daisy |
and takes ar§

ncé and the Inspector. Sheila is determined 1o \
Id is determined that she doesn’t. Sheila throws off her
nny interest in the Inspector, his tactics and everyone’s role in

Analysis

Priestley begins Act Two, as Act One ended, with the Inspector asking:
‘Well?’ (. 182). The break betwseen acts has left the audisnce ona
clifthanger, with just enough time to allow the audience o contemplate
over Gerald’s involvement in the suicide. Nevertheless, keen to play
down his invoivement, Gerald asks for his fiancé to be excused while he is
guestioned by the Inspector, but Sheila doesn’t agree, as Priestly elevates
Sheila from giggly girl to defiant, demanding iconodast.

AQY /2 Discussion Point 7

The revelation that Gerald knew Bva/Daisy bzmgs a sh
Friestley brings Sheila out of immaturity and ;
the truth., 'Why does he do this?

s system. The rea
3 into cold sobriety, maturi;

or noticed Gerald’s slip at the end of Act One, but
determinat Gerald to confess to flush out the aristocrat’s involvement. Th
trip, fall an re method. Sheila’s insistence on Gerald's admission, leads to§
Shaeiia believing har to be enjoying his turn under the Inspector’s cosh. Sympath;
inspector demands that Sheila stays to hear the confession. He shows sympath
believes must not blame herself entirely for the suicide, to which she takesa ¥
—‘Yes, That’s true. You know. [she goes closer to him, wonderingly] / don't un
Birling enters.

We are not
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Act 2 Part 2: Take the mother-in-law for example, please someone ta
in-law, anywhere - Mrs Sybii Birling re-enfers :

Mprs Birling: You seem io have made a greaf impression on His child, Inspector.:

Inspector: We often do with the young ones. They re more inipressionable. (p.

Summary

Mrs Birling arrives to sweep control of th
upoen by her daughter., Shock. Ung '
mother about somethin
intimidate, o
parents arel

y to have her confide,
he matriarch’s posturing, the ng
gret. This leads Mrs Birling to become suf§
égjector. Mr Birling returns and Eric is expos
alise that the Birling’s boy and girl have become man ang

o

Analysis

Mrs Birling's brisk and self-confident entrance is used by Priestiey as a marked ¢
of the Act. However, this forebodes pride before a fail. Here, Priestley sets up
Despite her daughter’s pleading for her mother to be careful with the Inspector &
something that you'll be sorry for afterwards’ (p. 185) Mrs Birling, untypically, ig
immaturity of Sheila’s suggestion — You seem to have made g great impression
Again, like Gerald, Mrs Birling tries to dismiss Sheila by sending her to bed. But
a defiant example made by Priestiey of Sheila’s challenge to her parent’s autho

Like her husband, Mrs Birling demonstrates utter contempt for the working clas
of thot class — 7 {p. 188). Mrs Birling mocks her daughter’s hysteria in trying to
what she says. Shella knows that the Inspector must have something on her mo
Failing to see what Sheila means, she asks the inspec
everyone back into his line of enquiry, imp
understand her. And she’s right.” {p.
is a trifle impertinent, inspectogd
name-dropping Hern
Mayor an
arm tactics

e responds in the ¢
is insulted at the Inspectos:
Wis feads to the now familiar, and po
mpt for the inspector, she boasts about he
trate Ironically, both Sheila and Gerald join forcest

Attention is turned to the whereabouts of Mr Birling, and it is explained that he
silly mood’ {p. 187) which is blamed on his unfamiliarity with alcohol by his mot
not the other characters, and certainly not the audience. It is here that Mrs Birlia
drinking. She refers to him as only a boy’ {p. 187}, but the inspector, Sheila and;;
‘.4 have gathered thot he does drink pretty hard” {p. 187}, Why he’s heavily dri
probably not on a clever audience and Sheila. Mr Birling returns to explain that §
but his refusal is down to the Inspector wanting to speak to him. Birling is incens
the moment. 5

AD

Mrs Birling are keen 1o get their

503 aughter off to bed in Act Two.
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Act 2 Part 3: The Falry Prince’s concubine, a trip to the seaside and e:
dishes the dirt

Sheila: [ want to understand exactly what happens when a man says he’s so b
ever find time to come and see the girl he's supposed to be in love with. [ would

Summary
Gerald is confronted by the Inspector over his inv
emotional wobbles, how he met and :
the audience silently scoffs throy

Daisy Renton. §
g lady in a flat as his mistreg
istens intently, while her mother

Analysis A
The Inspec ly picks up the saga’s momentum by reiterating Eva Smith ha
name. Inandther deliberate tension rise, Priestly has the Inspector, in lightning
when did vou first get to know her?’ {p. 188) which brings an exclamation of surp
Gerald again tries to dodge the questioning, but his fianceé tells him to give up av
Priestley provides no photograph to tempt Gerald’s confession, but instead sits &
of the chain to suicide, all on the basis of a name.

AQ1/2: Discussion Point 9
Why does the Inspector not need to produce a
photograph to elicit Gerold’s confession?

distraught at the death, the a
well, I've sudd I

Compaosing and in an attempt to appear gallant, Gerald explains that this
being accostéd by a senior Alderman, and friend of the Birlings, who was trying t
as to Daisy’s exact reason for being there, indeed Gerald explains that Daisy had
perhans hetraying her naivety, or Gerald's. He tock her for somethingto eatas s
accidentally that first night, Gerald, however, met with her deliberately two night
nowhere 1o stay he set her up in a chum’s fiat while he was away in Canada. Fro
his mistress. The back and forth nature of assistance-in-return-for-favours is play
show that while Geraid wants the family to see his chivalrous nature, it is actually
induigence. Specifically, in paying her an allowance, she becomes little more tha

ACY: Top Tip
Do not underastimate Eva/Daisy’s intelligence and
mofivalion. Desperale fimes take on desperate
action. Priestley deliberately shies away from
revealing Doisy as o prostitute in order
the audience losing sympathy for

5421 : Discussion
erald o gollont g
¢ innocent, pretty young
g looking to fulfil his ow

unfolds Mr Birling tries to protect him — when the
inspector askSerald: "Were you in love with her?” {p. 191}, Mr Birling
protests, but is shouted down by the Inspector. s only Mrs Birling who the
inspector allows 1o pass comment on how distasteful and degrading Gerald’s
actions were. This is a deliberate pioy by Priestley to provide a build up to
the juxtaposition of her turn to foce the music after Gerald.
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Gerald ends his tale, as others before and after do, by forcibly moving Daisy on ind
the property that he’d set Daisy up in, was about to return, and the fact Sheils W::f
his nocturnal activities, he explains that he ended the relationship, gave Daisy m
flat. After that, he explains that he knew no more of what happened to her. With
embarrassed, the Inspector explains to Gerald that she left for the seaside just t¢

ruded Esgay Question 5
" Explore how Priestley portrays Gerald

Croft as a paradox ~ is he the
gentleman his peers see him as, or a
devilish rogue taking advantage of
Daisy Renton's misfortune?

(by Explain how Priestley uses deception in
his portrayal of Gerald in Act Two.

Act 2 Part 4: A deflated Gerald, the returned

line and some
fresh air

Sheila: [ think you better tak

Tting this (p. 193)

As Gerald's recount lies heavy in the air, Sheila returns the engagement ring to a
Sheiia shows her solidarity for Gerald’s actions and gives him a lifeline that the
Having realised what his rejection of Daisy had led to, and feeling his own rejec
permission from the Inspector, now in complete control, to leave for some fres

Analysis

Gerald, demaoralised by the realisation of what he had doneg, or retieved that he A
1o her suicide, leaves to go for a walk, promising to return shortly. This exit, as
tension of the plot as we find out later.

a roment of extr
g that she belie
Hat Eva/Dalsy was in th
veila gives Gerald a lifeline: "You a
art ol over again, getting to know each;
sitover the broken engagement, but again a sharp

But, before he goes, Sheila returns the engagement ring
respect you more than 've ever done before’ ( 1aa}
out of pity’ {p. 194) taking some of the bl
her sacked. Then, in a moment of
sat down to dmner here.
irony, Mr Birl &
securely te
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Act 2 Parts 5-6

The old aristocrat is exposed

Act 2 Part 5: Sybil's conceit, her refusal to help the other "Mrs Birling
(pp. 184200}

Myrs Birling: Well, really, I don't know. 1 think hovit come to an end a

Fnspector: | think you did somethi

oririg — and that you've going to
regretting if. {p. 198)

tention switches to Mrs Birling, who squarely refuses to take
suicide. This is despite the fact, revealed by the Inspector, that she was the last
when Mrs Birling refused her charitable monies from her women’s organisation.

Analysis

Not one to leave anyone gff the hook, or be outdone by another upper-class tar
switched seamiessly to the cast’s other aristocrat. He sets Mrs Birling up 1o app
wicked step-mother, the wicked witch —all in one shot.

The Inspector produces a photograph — is it the same ane, or a different one? W
Birling pretends not to recognise the photograph of Eva/Daisy. This raises the te}
ponder if the Inspector is to be defeated on this point? Priestley clearly warks th
contempt for Mrs Birling from the audience. Challenged by the Inspector for noté
blunders into a hopeless protest, posturing to gallan his wife’s good
Inspector. The Inspector remains firm and vMrs Birling is a wom
being part of the Brumley Women's on. ‘We've done g great
deserving coses’ (p. 195) sh ' A “aves the house to the alarm of his pa:
of distraction fog Mo R inspector is quickly back on track. Mrs Birlis
the cast a 3 “she met Eva/Daisy ‘only two weeks ago’ (p. 196}, Fvi
1, destitute and homeless, but her financial aid was refused

Birling’s direc

The Inspector asked Mrs Birling why she was refused monies. Easy, Mrs Birling e
calied herself Mrs Birling. The irony lost at the time, on the other characters, ant
moment, excapt, again, Sheila. Alarm bells begin to ring in the audience and am
Mrs Birling refuses to see what she has done wrong and instead says her advice
of the child since it was his responsibility. For once, she is firmly alone in her op
panic about the potential involvement of the press. rony floods the stage, the
theatre, but misses a belligerent Mrs Birling.

Again, in sole defence of her actions, Mrs Birling continues to feel justified: she
told her a pack of lies about the father being a young = vho drank toe mu
father who should take responsibility. As this is s: irony reaches fever E
the only person in the theatre who has ho the father of the child &
Birling and the audience is _ rs Birling continues to ridicule Eva a}
she had refused monge darher as it had been stolen: ‘As if a girl of that

{p. 199} ‘

ACY: Active Learning Task 2

Write a contemporary news article for o newspaper outlining Mrs Birling’s involverment
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Extended Essay Question 6
¢ Mrs Birling: As if a giv! of that sort would ever refuse money! {p. 199}

Explore how Priestley’s use of conternpt in Mrs Birling's attitude tow
to her downfall in the hands of the Inspector. Refer to evidence fro
response.

aughter and Sybil’s |
(P, 201) f

S mean... s ridiculous. .. (p. 201)

Mrs Birli lon't believe it. Twon't believe it. {p. 201)

Summary

Siow on the uptake, Mrs Birling, pushed towards realisation by her daughter, cor;éé;;
is, until she realises who the father is. She must be the last person in the theatre
the situation comes as an epiphany, f

Analysis

The Inspector picks up on Eva/Daisy’s honesty and integrity: deliberately crafted%
stolen money, even though it would have given Eva/Daisy the opportunity to bux:}:s
stay, she would rather the father was kept out of trouble. :

When pushed by the Inspector as to whom Mrs Birling lame for the
girl herself’ then Secondly, | blame the young m
ought to be deolt with very severely -
to no avail, as Mrs Birling conting
his duty to exert a publi
takes her pr :

S lan her son, Eric, the father Eric enters iookmg extreme!y pale
marks the end of Act Two on another traumatic realisation. The clifthangers kee;
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Act 3 Parts 1-3

Eric is not as immature as his parents think

Act 3 Part 1: Eric returns, his first recount of Daisy Renton and the |
have to leave the room

Evic: [Bitterly] You haven't made it any easier fi ., Mother? (p. 2\

Myrs Birling: But I didn’t know it 7

ever drenmt. Besides, you're m
~{p. 202) :

Summary
Eric realises jis invelvement in Eva/Daisy’s pregnancy and suicide
have been discovered. While his mother stays in denial until Eric
confesses, Sheila brings Eric up to speed, ignoring her parents’
protests to stay silent. Eric displays his prowess in pouring alcoholic
drinks, but little else, unless you include getting Eva/Daisy pregnant!
He recounts his first meeting with Daisy. Mrs Birling, in distress is
taken, at Mr Birling’s insistence, to the {with-] drawing room. Eric
continues his recount, and his drinking.

Analysis
Priestley continues his seamless start of each act as Act Three begins
by picking up where Act Two ended. Eric, in sombre mood, and with
childish admission begins by saying: You know don’t you? {0202}

His mother is still, understandably, in shock. But Shet
the proceadings by explaining to Eric that heg
father” entirely for the suicide and t ;
son’s involvement. Shei :
lifestyle, but feals |
mother’s ig
activities at

es ‘the
ir demai of her
5"a reality check on Eric’s
evening’s events and her
erate or otherwise, of her son’s nocturnal

The Inspector’s impatience at the interruptions leads to his reprimand of the Bi
Eric’s recount. But not before overruling, with great politenass, Mr Birling’s refu
vet another drink. Eric demonstrates his prowess, in which he [stage directions];
manner of handling the decanter and then the drink shiows his fomiliority with qii
This does not go unnoticed by his mother and the others. Again, like Gerald, n
When prompted by the Inspector, Eric recounts his first
meeting: that he'd been squiffy and insisted on taking Daisy
Renton back and forcing his way into her lodgings, "—well, f was
in thot state when a chap easily turns nosty” and then explains in
his euphemistic way, ‘And that's where it happened...” {p. 203}

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

The admission is all too much for Mrs Barimg srehy
protesting to stay, takes her mothe

5 AQT: Active Learming Task 3
The literar’ e euphemism is used on more than one occasion in this part of the
i and explain any of the examples used by Priestley in this part of the play in relation
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Act 3 Part 2: News of the pregnancy, the pay-off with stolen money c
fury at his son

Tuspector: So what did you propose to do? (p. 204)

Eric: Well, she hadn't a job — and didn’t feel like trying again for one —and sh
giving her enough money to keep her going — until she refi to take any mor

summary
With the ladies gone, Eric continu

untit she told him she t
had taken fro

at he met, and had sex, with D :
ntirrmed, that she was pregnant. Ericco

AQT: Discussion Point
Why do you think Daisy didn
complain about Eric's actions i
accommodation and forcing hir
night they met? 3

AD4 (Context): Did yvou know?
£50.00 in 19212 converts into nearly
£4,000.00 in 2018

o

Analysis

Eric is allowed to continue and explains that he met Daisy quite by accidenta f
Bar and again he went back to her lodgings. But, that this had been an altoget
they had talked about themselves before having sex. Despite protests from his
no tonger a child: ‘Well, V'm old enough to be married’ {p. 204}, Priestley uses s
that Eric was aware of what profession Daisy was employed in, since he explain
Daisy, he said she wasn't gne of “..these fot old tart:
friends with — ' {p. 204).

This fact, and the potential us: friends of prostitutes, had a!ready%
Two. Quick to sile it interjects but the Inspector only wants the.;
i that Daisy suspected and then falt sure she was preg

ADT: Discussion Poin
Despite g potential criminal
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Act 3 Part 3: The ladies’ return, Mr Birling panics, Eric blames his mo¢
Inspector’s dramatic prophesy

My Birling: — why didn’t you come fo me when you found yourself in this me

Eric: Because you're not the kind of father a chap could go to when he’s in trot

Summary

As Eric is confessing the ladies return., Enr
father sets about ways to cover th '
activity.

abtained the mone
of the Inspector, who curiously;

Analysis |
The ladies re85 ust as Eric is confessing to taking the money. in a fury, Mr Bi
that Eric has confessed to being “..responsible for the girl's condition...” {p. 205) &
taken the money without permission. Eric explains the scam in obtaining the md
Biriing, in front of a ‘police officer’, says: 1've got to cover this up as soon as | car
about Daisy’s realisation that the money was stolen. Eric begins to explain..bu
told the inspector this. Startled, Eric enquires how he knows. Sheila answers:

5

Eric is confused and shaken until the Inspector reveals that Daisy, having refusec§
Birling and pleaded her case before her Organisation, but was refused. The harsf*f'
sees him turn on his mother: ‘Then — you kifled her...and the child she’d have hag
granddoughter — you killed them both — damn you, damn you’ {p. 206). As the rc
back control. He takes his turn to distribute the blame, the young Birlings in shag
has a sudden moment of guilt and fike his son sees money as heing the

e

the importance of co

The speech tes the religious maxim love thy neighbour. The Inspector re
Smith’ has gone, but there are millions of other Eva Smiths {and John Smith's) {p
each person’s life or death, happiness or sadness is interdependent upon each o
and we are Tresponsible for each other’ {p. 207). This is all clearly set up by the In
how the Birlings have behaved. He leaves the scene with his premonition {indi
First World War, and in Priestley’s anger in writing the play in 1944 during the §
scon come when, if men will not learn that lesson, then they will be taught it in fi
207). Which they hadn’t, clearly.

; ADY: Active Learning Task 4 :
| The impact on the characters by the exit of the Inspe Slearly made in the ¢
E character in turn and write o ‘witness sfmemen*’ i 3
- include their factual involvement anc{ ; Jwn opmmn as to their bi
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Act 3 Parts 4-6

It was all a hoax, But was it?

Act 3 Part 4: The immediate aftermath, blame is apportioned, while &
becomes suspicious

37@

My Birling: There's every excuse for what both yor and [ did - (p. 201

ing. {p.208)

Sheila: The point is, you don’f seem fo

Summary
The devastalg

n Mr and Mrs Birling is in marked contrast with Er
undearstan ght and unhappy with their parents’ tactless attitude. E
speech aboul uring the cranks who spout community and responsibility, whe
inspector’ {p. 209). Sheila becomes suspicious of the Inspector.

Analysis

Mr Birling wastes no time in blaming Eric for the whole sorry mess. Priestiey po
as Mr Birling feels his knighthood slipping away, particularly if there is a public s
adamant that their involvement was correct. The juxtaposition between the ge
here. The young siblings are regretful as to their actions and resentful as to thei
indeed ridicuies his father about his earlier speech, in the absence of the ladies,
and to ignore the crank taik about community: “— and then one of those cranks
Eric mocks.

This stirs something in Sheila, who begins to question, then doubt the authentic
suspicions, Sheila is unmoved and continues to take the blame for her actions a
ive that the man ¢

Eric: And 1riloesn 't alter the fact that we all helped to kill her {p. 215)
Gerald: But is it g fact? {p. 215)

Summary

Gerald returns with ‘good news’. While out walking, he was told by a police offi
Goole on the Brumley force. This is confirmed by Mr Birling in a call to the Chief
celebratory, Gerald is smug, but the young Birlings are still reeling from the even
may not have been a suicide at all! Shock! This is confirmed in a call, by Geraid,

Analysis

Gerald returns, and Sheila is keen to inform him of the traumatic revelations {he
Mrs Birling’s and Eric’s involvement}. But Geraid is less ¢3 ed about such m
own interests and to reveal his remarkable disco “Galdiveveals that the In
inspector confirming Mr Birling’s belief i sstming nothing, and ina rg
the information confirmed ina
force called Goole

This sets in ‘
gioss over s and indeed debunk the chain of events entirely. The youn
events, in particular Eric, until Gerald queries whether there was in fact a suicid
suicide? Geraid looks to the fact that the ‘Inspector” only showed the photogra
time — and, indeed, not to Gerald or Eric. Only the mention of Daisy Renton was
from both the boys. To settle the matter, Gerald telephones the infirmary and i
in months!
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Act 3 Part 6: Mr and Mrs Birling celebrate, their children are di.sfgusi'é%*‘

the telephone rings...
Shetla: You 're pretending everything’s just as it was before. (p. 219)

Birling: That was the police. A girl has just died — on her way to the infirmary
disinfectant. And a police inspector is on his way here — fo ask some — questions

Summary

Mr and Mrs Birling are in congratul
the two phone calls. Ge
spirit of arrogance 2
‘normal’.
by Jove, it's

t the revelations from
Fself-congratulatory, and in the
. ke back the ring and get back 1o
#ieeds time to think. Then the phone rings and,

Analysis

Despite the criticism, Priestley uses the contradiction of heavy drinking and all tk

Birling and Gerald wasting no time in celebrating and toasting their realisation oi§

demonstrates how easy it is for them to go back to how it was, before the Inspeé
are not so convinced as thelr father treats the whole thing as a joke, something
scolds her father and reminds him that he was remorseful earlier, but has gone
Eric agrees with his sister. In a move calculated to bring the story and Geraid’s
started, he produces the engagement ring and offers it back to Sheila. But still dg
events, she asks for time to consider. Really? Just then, the phone rings. ‘

So far acting as the bringer of good news, this time the phone rings in bad news.
in panic-stricken fashion. :

The call was from the police.

A girl has died in the inf,

To ask guestions.

The curtain falls with dramatic ironic effect.

; Extended Essay Question 7

{8} The play is deliberately set in 1912 by J B Priestley in which he
class lines. Explore how a divided sodiety is demonstrated by re;
plot. Use textual examples to support your views.

{(by The play explores the themes of chan ack of change.

Shetla changes through the

0 o0 300 150r DX 300 50X DX 0 10X BO7 300 DO BOT 3 N 59T 300 VX
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S

le~-Text A

Characterisation

Key Te
Characterisation: the fechniques used by o writer 1o devy
character. The writer uses description, action

se of a coherent,
ue with which 1o conv

One person or an amalgamation?

For Eva Smith, there are no stage directions, only conjecture and speculation, a ¢
diary no one sees, only the inspector’s sieight of hand. But, are they all true or

AOT: Discussion Point 1
Hd Eva Smith aven exist? Way
separate people used to frip o
play’s protagonisis? Or, wa
demonstrating Priestlay’s cont
class’ treatment of the working:

Key Term
Protagonish the leading, or one of the
feading, characters in o play or novel. In An
Inspecior Calls there are, arguably, several.

Working-class hero

Fva Smith is the antithesis of the o2
at one time the most co
deliberatel

“na nie, Smith,
me in England, was
3y, Poor, eventually destitute,
hungry, wo % itute and dead. Putting the pieces
together, £ ~»crstae:ci by each member of the cast {o
form a sympathetic or pitiful picture in the audience’s mind.
Mr Birling describes her as "A lively good-fooking girf — country bred, | fancy’ (p.
he meant, remembered by Mr Birling only by her looks and his belief in her nai

Antithesis: fhef
Sametimes used
device o show;

Eva/Dalsy is the play’s prophetic message
The Inspector, and, therefore, Priestiey uses Eva as his message of an apocalyp
and society, change their attitudes towards community and each other.

Key quotations (from the casf)
e Two hours age a young woman died in the infirmary. (p. 170)

s A lively good-looking givl — country bred, I fancy

@ [went down myself and told them to s girl, Eva Smith, w

o She looked young and fres) ind altogether out of place down £
ad onfy herself to blame. (p197)

e ['movery sorry. '
for assistance because she didn’t want to take the stoler:

# fove with her or anything ~ but 1 liked her — she was pretty ¢
o One Eva Smith has gone — but there are millions and miflions and niillions
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ADT/AQZ: Active Leaming Task 1

Explain how sach of the following characteristics relate to Eva Smith,

Defiant MisFit

Desperate | gitator

Pretty

Extended Essay Question 1
Using the information from this section, and your own knowledge, a

{a} How does Priestley explore the characters’ contempt for Eva S
inspector Calls? Write about his portrayal and ideas about cont

(b} Mrs Birling: Please don't contradict me like that. And in any case%
that we can understand why the girl committed suicide. Girls of

Explore how Priestley demonstrates midric.shd upper-class co
Renton. Refer to the whole play

g
H
i
H
H
i
8
H
i
i
E
! uses his wiiting to demonstrate this.
i
g
H
i
g
H
L
g
i
3
g
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Mr Arthur Birling
For he's a jolly good fellow, for he'’s a jolly good fellow, efc. (in his ¢

Priestley uses Mr Birling as his main protagonist in his personal demonstration 0
capitalism and the class system. Mr Birling is used as a demonstration of excess;
d, therefare, thei;

R

rfexd): Did you Know?
ame played by lumberjucks — the idea is 1o
while balancing on a rotating log in water. Like ru
a business, perhaps, or a fomily or aveiding trouble?

AQ4S (Context): Rid vou Know?
Priestley was u lifelong socialist, and, as such, blamed the ruling classes {essentially th
two world wars in 1914 and 1939.

Stage directions: it's all in the audiences’ mind

Priestley immediately establishes to directors and readers of the play,
that Mr Birling is not to be liked by the audience, He is described as
‘heovy-lpoking” {overweight, thickset), rather portentous’ {full of his own
seif-importance), 9n his middie fifiies” {of an age where opinions are
harder to change), ‘with fairly easy manners” {polite, but 2.l too
familiar) ‘but rather provincial in his speech’ { "
likely to be working class or upper-workin,
without a public schoo! educati

it's a ‘Birfin [ and as he is a seif-made man, Mr Birling doesn’t suffer any fc
expects his W¥TKers to share his vision of a country being built on hard work, swe§

hard worl, sweat and tears!

Self-styled leader of people / self-serving interests

In his speeches in Act One, Priestley curses Mr Birling with dramatic irony. Ina A
pompaosity, Mr Birling catastrophically predicts the future, wrongly. His comple
of a world war is blendad with his casual racism of the Balkans and of Russia. U
events he calls the Titanic ‘unsinkable” and criticises some of Priestley’s heroes, |
Shaw, both socialist intellectuals, condemning them as mere ‘cranks’. COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

rajevo in Bosnig, Archd%
o the outbreak of the G

Batkans: a geographical area in south east Europe
assassinated in 1914 and began a chain o

AOT: Digg Point 3 '
When confronted, Mr Birling refuses to accept responsibility for Eva's death. Exploin wi
the case.
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Social climber

The play opens with Mr Birling hosting a triumphant celebratory dinner for his di
Croft, son of his close business rival and member of the local aristogracy, Sir Ge
pleased for his daughter, it is transparent that he is more ecstatic with this mer
gain it brings. However, both Geraid’s father and his mother, Lady Croft, are mi
overseas at the time.

in and out of control

The play begins with Mr Birling bei
arrival of the Inspector hi
inspector with.t

in control of his life and, seemi
s&Uhe Is consistently challenged. Trying
! agistrate and good golfing buddy of the Chie
bow 1o th superlor knowiedge and accusatory powers as a police o
as an obser #iis life falls apart around him. Mr Birling and his Edwardian o
the Inspector is revealed as a hoax by Gerald, and confirmed in a phone call to th
quick to revert to type. However, his smugness and joy are short-lived as he an
impending visit of a police inspector concerning the death of a young girl at the i

AQY: Active Learning Task 2 ,
At points Mr Birling predicts the future, but gets this horribly wrong. List and explain fi
speeches in Act One.

Key quotations

e ['m going fo fell you frankly, without any pretences
to me (p. 163)

o ['m talking as a havd-headed, pre

your engagement i

siness (p. 166)

® A wman has fo mind bis nd Ionk after hmzwelf 108)

t come down hard on these people they’d soon be asking the earth

o [ mustsay, Sybil, that when this comes out af the inquest, if isn't going to d
ensily fake it up. (p. 198)

»  Look, Inspector — I'd give thousands — yes, thousands (p. 207}

e -we've been had, that's all (p. 213) A

o That was the police. A girl has just died — on her way to the infirmary. (p. %
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{a)

=
=

Explain how each of the following characteristics relate to Mr Birling:

AD1/AQ2: Acdtive Learning Task 3

Congratulatory tic

Dismnissr

Gullible

Extended Essay Question 2

Using the information from this section, and your own knowledge, ag

How and why is Mr Birling's position as the head of the household, contin
the Inspector, but also by his own wife and children? Write about how M
challenges by the Inspector and his family, and how this is prasented by P

Mir Birling: They wanted the rutes raised so that they could average about twentis
COUTSE. z

Inspector. Why?

Mr Birling (surprised). What! Did
Inspector. Yes. Why did
Mr Birling,

VS s N U s S U s U S U S 0 P S 0 P S 0 P S 0 S S S A S S A S S A S S A S S A S S A S S L R S L R S e B S R

son 't see that it's any concern of yours how I choos
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Mrs Sybil Birling
Don’t change at Remorseville please, continue to Conceitville

Right from the outset of the play we understand Priestley’s
desire to create a rather cold woman and her husbond’s social
superior’. Wife, of Mr Birling, mother to Sheila and Eric and
‘prominent member’ and occasional Chalr, of the ‘Brum
Women's Charity’.

In Edwardi
marry ‘new
lifestyles m

Social standing - the first

an aristocratic background. However, fors
lass system and this seems prominent in her unha
family’s doy T be a reason for marrying Arthur Birling, a self-made man
gentry or an cratic position. Even though her daughter is marrying Gerald,
doing so. This could be, perhaps, Mrs Birling is embarrassed about her middle-c
or the fact the Croft's, Gerald’s parents, have seen fit to be abroad, rather than
Perhaps Mrs Birling knows Lady Croft and would rather she didn’t come down fr

farge suburban house’ — Oh, the embarrassment! Z

?

Misplaced poise ~ pride comes before a fall (from the grace of God)

Her aristocratic upbringing ensures that her confidence and opinion can
only go unchallenged and that, as such, she is unimpeachable. Her
husband and children follow Mrs Birling’s instructiam and, in the
beginning, any contradictions would be intolerable. However, as the play
prograsses her authority is constantly challenged, initially by the inspector,
much 1o her consternation (and her husband’s pathetic attasgpt at
preventing this} and by a steady build up by her ch ating in the
final act’s explosion by Eric.

Malevolent and cynical

drber of the Brumley Women's Charity, anirgny n
las it is revealed that while Eva Smith had asked for monei

already de :
B85 d any support, in effect damning Eva to suicide.

Birling had r

Infolerant and unforgiving attitude

Even when Mrs Birling discovers that she was the last person to see Eva from th
actions had been the final straw in Eva deciding to commit suicide, she remains
responsibility for Eva’s actions. Her contempt and disgust at Eva calling herself
insult. Even when Eva apologises for using the name, Mrs Birling is unforgiving.
blames the father, the identity of who remains another un-concerning matter taé
herself, and her son {and grandchild). The truth wouid lead to scandal, the Achilie
moment at least, she is distraught.

Defiant and friumphant

Her distressed state is short lived. When Sheilg
is confirmed by Gerald, her defiance
husband for folding so quickly
returns to pre-inspe:

is, unt:i the telephone rings at the end of th A
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Key quotations

®

When you're married you'll realise that men with important work to do some
their time and energy on their business. (p. 163)
I'm Mrs Birling, y'know. My husband has just explained why vou're here, ¢
anything you want fo know, I don't think we can help you very much. (p.
You know of course that wmy husbanid was Lord Mayor ¢ 0o years age and
Yes, we've done a great deal of useful work v ving cases. (p.
As if a girl of that sort would ever red :
I dow't believe it. Twon't Ll : 01}

Didn't T tell y couldn’t imagine a real police inspector tal

00 00 300 500 D% 200 D0 DX 200 O D07 X0 DO BOY JO0 O BOT X N BT X0 OF BT K0P 51 HOX K0 OO B 00 DO 507 X0 OO BOY X0 DX BOT X0 O DT 30O 5N BT 3P BN

AQ1/AD2Z: Active Learning Tusk 4

Explain how each of the following characteristics relate to Mrs Birling:

Dowineering Defiant
Conceited Unchanged
Cold Triuvphant

ay Question 3
‘information from this section, and your own knowledge,

{(a) Read the following extract

Mrs Birting: if you think you can bring any pressuve to bear upon me, Inspector
other three, I did nothing I'ni ashamed of or that won't beayr investigation. The g
asked to look carefully into the claims made wpon us. I wasn't satisfied with the g
good case — and so I used my influence to have it refused. And in spite of what's
comsider I did my duty. 5o, if I prefer not fo discuss it any further, you have no p
Inspector: Yes, { have.
Mrs Birling: No, you haven't. Simply because I've done nothing wrong - and y
inspector: (very deliberately) I think you did something te
your life vegretiing it. 1 wish you'd been with me fonighs

yribly wronyg —and th
e infirmary. You’

Expiore how Priestley portrays Mrs Bi
the whole play, where releve

iP9Nds to the pressure from her family and the
S his writing.

{b) Explore how M

. P
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Sheila Birling - The iconoclast
Stuff your ribbons and your pearls - 'm not just a pretty girl

Daughter to Mr and Mrs Birling, sister to Eric and Gerald’s fiancé,
Sheila is always someone 1o someone else, not somebody in her
own right. As an Edwardian middle-class daughter, she is the

Sheila’s lynch-pin performance, often u;
{and played down in classes), She!
character of the play. face in society in 1912, but

{ ge. Priestiey portrays the Birling’s
daughter as ribol of hope — his genuine belief in the young
generation; those having the ability to change their attitudes from
immature selfishness to mature consideration of society.

While appearing as a subservient, girly empty vessel early in Act
One, Sheila soon begins to show her wisdom, is articulate in her
thoughts and feelings and, most importantly, her shrewdness in
forming a suspicion over the legitimacy of the Inspectoris
demonstrated not once, but crucially twice.

Stage directions :
A pretty girl, in her early twenties, very pleased with life and rather excited. Do n
description. This is a deliberate attempt by Priestley to play dawn her importang
coming of age right in front of their eves,

Childish and giggly, but not fo

Despite what the stage d
audience u

, Priestiey sets the AQ4

ei either sadness or slight contempt Upper-c
for Sheila, ¢ s middle-class daughter waiting to marry a awaits
rich suitor. ' the young generation lamented by her father, being o

’ ' oo i Croft, o
she is excited about getting engaged. crossed

Foul temper o

Bubhbling under the surface, when she doesn’t get her own way, Sheilla’s tempe
is used for seifish purposes: most importantly in getting Eva Smith the sack fro
arrives and she hears the horror of the suicide, her attitude, and temper chang
consternation at her parents’ stupidity and their failure to realise they've been
This bolls gver into anger and defiance of her parents, her flancé and her brothe

Takes responsibility and matures

Sheila begins as part of the problem but ends as being p
compass. Upon her own realisation at her and hegd
her ways and is distressed by her actions,
realises that she used her ‘po

Key Terms
Chattel: o personal possession

Subservient: 1o obay without question :
Empty vessek o colloquial term describing someone of low, or no, ing
Suitor: o man who pursues o specific woman with o view to marryin
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Sheila was suspicious of Gerald and, despite Gerald using Daisy as a concubine,
his honesty, and perhaps misguided chivalry in admitting his relationship with D
was just a ‘fling’ something to get out of his system before marriage? Neverthel
ends the engagernent, but, surprisingly, leaves it open for a potential second en

She also is the prime challenge to her parents’ authority in the household, in par
contrariness towards the Inspector. :

Suspicion - a woman’s intuitio
There are two crucial example;
wonders exactly what t
pregccupie i

Uspicious nature. Through her suspi
Flast summer’ when he was ‘busy ot the wor,
it business, but Sheila is not convinced. However, she
ighore her s when Gerald producas her engagement ring. Giris eh? Th
crucial suspi is when Eric mentions that when the Inspector arrived his fathe
This proves the tipping point in exposing the Inspector as a hoax, with ironically &

Key quotations

s You're squiffy (p. 163).

e Look — Mummy —isn't it a beauty? {p. 164)

o O —how horrible! Was if an accident? (p. 174) 5

o Yes, but it didn't seem to be anything very terrible at the time. Don't you ui
fher now, I would — (p. 181}

o [wouldn't miss it for worlds (p. 189) E

o [staring at him]: Yes. That’s true. You know. [she goes close to him, wi.
about you. (p. 184}

»  No, he’s givinig us the rope — so that we'll hia

o [i's you two who are being childis

p. 188)
‘Tace the facts (p. 209)

Key Terms

AQ1/AD2: Active Learning Task 3

Explain how each of the following characteristics relate to Sheilo:

Childish Mature COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Naive

Selfish Suspicious

E X Extended Essay Question 4 5
E P Explore @ moment in An Inspector Calls which demonstrates Sheila’s
] told the truth, :
Ko o s o o o o o 6 o o . o i 3 L 0 o o 8 0 5
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Eric Birling
Rebel with a cause? You're driving me insane! ,
The eldest child of Mr and Mrs Birling, brother to Sheila and heir apparent to his

Birling is ignored and dismissed as being a child by a cold mother and unforgivin
young man, but there’s something we don’t know, right up until the end. The st
early twenties, not quite at ease, half-shy, holf-assertive, 5 Eric’s problem?
a wrong-un, or just another misunderstood kid by

Whatever
He [sudde
are talking a

Pwomen and clothes as being g token of their self-respect. Wha

Contempt for working-class women

His secret, to be revealed by the Inspector in Act Three, is the A : Bise
biggest of the Iot. For hiding behind the drinking is his Thett require
knowledge that he has got a prostitute pregnant. | mean, where Was Eric dis
do you start to explain to your parents how that has happened? to give to D

Thief? Rapist?
Having kept the audience and his parents in the dark about Eric’s nocturnal activ
does not hold back when the direct talking Inspector decides it's Eric’s turn to co
death. For this, the most contempt goes to Eric as he is exposed as a potential ¢

Not only does Eric force himself upon Daisy, wheth
Daisy is a matter of conjecture to the audien

raped
taking money
for an lllegal abortion, to

e Daisy? The jury is still out.
even remember having sex with Daisy.

As no one understands, or seems to care about Eric, he seems isolated from the
His secretive nature is kept alive as he feels that he cannot speak to anyone, esp
When events unfold, and he is brought to task by the Inspector, he is forthcomi
character that did not hear his mother’s confession. This is quite deliberate by P
and to avoid any confrontation with his parents until he is under scrutiny. Heari
Eva charity, it seems Eric goes to strike his mother, only to be stopped by his fath

Responsible in the end

Despite being portrayed as spoilt, and ignored by his parents, Eric seems to take
does he? Is he as sharp and repentant as his sister, Sheila, or is it simply an oppcé

Key quofations
o [don't know —really. Suddenly
e [ didn't even vememb
e  Because you're,

/augh (p. 163)
Sirsh thmg (p. 203) 5
ather a chap could go to when he's in trouble
point] Then - -you killed her. She came to you to protes
 killed her —and the child she'd have had too — my child — you
them both — damm you, damn you- (p. 206}

e You don't understand anything. You never did. {p. 206)

o [sulkily] Well, I didn't notice you standing up fo him. (p. 211)

o [shouting] And I say the girl’s dend and we all helped to kill her — and that’

x':. 1
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AQT/AD2: Active Learning Task &

Explain how sach of the following characteristics relate to Eric:

Crivainal Tron

Fiery

oecretive Vietima

Extended Essay Question 5

below:
inspector: You went with her to her lodgings that night?

Eric: Yes, [ insisted ~ it seems. I'm not very clear about i, but afterwards she tol
but that — well | was (n that state when a chap easily turns nasty - and | threatens

inspector: So she let you in?

Eric: Yes. And that's when it happened. And 1 didn’
how stupid it all is! {p. 203)

(i) How does Priestley
be a trou

ome young man?
Either,
(i)
which it is set?

(iliy Show how Priestley allows the character of Eric Birling to mature thre

Using the information from this section, and your own knowledge, as

nber - that's the ,‘

ric in this extract, and elsewhere in &

v set the play in 1912, How is Eric’s language and his behaviomﬁsz
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Mr Gerald Croft

A cad and a bounder? He doesn’t see any ring on his finger, yet?
Upper-class man-about-town, Gerald is the son of Sir George and Lady Croft. Ha

major rival to Mr Birling’s company. Gerald is briefly engaged to Sheila Birling u
having an "affair’ the previous summer when he had told her he was at work, T
an attractive chap about thirty, rather too manly to be o v but very much th
about town. The directions portray Gerald as
his father’s business which probably run

A conduit for Mr Bir onist policy :
Unable to Btk e Bf his country, Mir Birling predicts happy prosperous
prospect o s marrying his daughter. The son of his main rival, marrying in
Limited to w¥ with Birling’s company and not, as it does presently, run against
prosperity.

Stiff upper lip and all that

As an aristocrat, Gerald is brought up to show no emotion, even in the face of 3
would bring any other class to breaking point or breaking down, Gerald must ke
and mustr't shed a tear. Drink anyone?

An absolute cad and a bounder

Promising to spend more time with his future wife, buying her an expensive enga:

as the princess she {doesn't] deserves, Gerald in the early stages of the play is pg

chap. He is ciearly polite to his future father-in-law, while seeming quite unconce:

attempts at sycophartism with him. However, with the
his entire world comes crashing around him. Wel!

: revelation of a yo

Key quotations

o And"ve told g usy at the works all that fime (p. 163)
anyhow. {p. 164)

sat? (p. 181}

e [startld
e [distresse
o After all you know we're vespectable citizens, nof criminals. (p. 179}
o [slowly] That man wasn’t a police officer. (p. 212)

e Everything’s all vight now, Sheiln. {Holds up the ving.] What abouf this r\

while until he getsis

} sorry — I —well, I've suddenly realised — taken it in properly — i
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AQT/AD2: Active Leaming Task 7

Explain how eadh of the following characteristics relate 1o Gerald:

Eligible Helpful

Remorseful | Liar

Confident

Extended Essay Question 6
Using the information from this section, and your own knowledge,

Croft throughout the play?

(b} Explore how Priestley allows Gerald Croft to break with tradition and seem

1

H

H

§

H

2

i
! (a) How and why does Priestley demonstrate manipulation of the lower classe
: X
§

H

5

A involvement in Eva Smith / Daisy Renton’s suicide.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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The Inspector / Inspector Goole

inspector Goole {or is it Ghoul? A homophone used by

Priestley which has more impact vocally in a theatre than as
the written word} is the man of mystery. He appears out of
the night just as Mr Birling is discussing cranks and turns the
lives of the characters in the play upside down and insid
transferred, but this proves 1o be false. So, whoish

| Homophone: t
| the same but g

e claims he's a
ser find out!

Stage directions

es at once an impression of massiveness
n Priestiey’s view.
: es, dressed in o ploin dorkish suit of the period — the SL

plain, d id inexpensive.
8 He speaks carefully, weightily and has a disconcerting hobit of looking hard o
actually speaking — he is not intimidated and uses an old police technigue ofé

to the questions he’s about to ask, he's just looking for a confession. So, dory

He dominates the characters and the play

The Inspector’s job is a very clever move by Priestley. Setting his positionasa p
someone who cannct be ignored. If the characters refuse to answer his questio
Not even upper-class Gerald or Mrs Birling are able to challenge his legal author
guestions of them.

He has an order fo things

His plan of action is to guestion each of the characters —
related, and in the same place at the same time. £
Inspector is, he approaches each of the ‘
deliberate by Priestiey to draw ing

“iear chronological mann
the young man against his mothe;

Godiike m

Upon his ary 3 ghting hecornes brighter so all can see the Inspector and A
represents jG%hce or the seeker of justice, the irony may be lost on some that M
Is he the Angel Gabriel? :

He carries a message to the characters and audience

Priestley no doubt based the Inspector’s characteristics and opinions upon his ow
but this is difficult to qualify with evidence. His message is clear — the characters%
caused Eva/Daisy’s death. He doesn’t hide his utter contempt for them. Howevs
in that if they change their attitudes, and work collectively, then the worid can ¢
don't change then it will end in horror and bloodshed. Like war or something.
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Key quotations

Two hours ago a young woman died in the Infirmary, She'd been taken thers

®

swallowed a lot of stromg disinfectant. Burnt hey inside out, of course (p. ]7

A chain of events (p. 172)
it’s better to ask for the Earth than fo take it (p. 173)
Goole. G. double O-L-E (p. 173)

And you think young women ought igainst unpleasant and

of

Public vir Birling, have vespousibilities as well as privileges (p. 195)

But each of you helped to kill her. Remember that. Never forget it. (p. 206}

Omne Eva Smith has gone — but there are millions and millions and millions
still left with us.. . And 1 fell you that the time will soon come when, if men 1
they will be taught it in fire and blood and anguish. Goeod night.” (p. 207)

Explain how aach of the following characteristics relate to the Inspecton:

{by How does Priestley explore the need for social change in An Inspector Col

AOYT/AQZ: Active Learning Task 8

Mysterious Determined

Direct Moralistic

Forgiving

girl, who never did anybody any

Extended Essay Question 7

How and why does Inspector Goole bring about change in An Inspector C
attitude towards the young Birling's, their parents and to Gerald Croft.

change in the play and in the way J B Priestley develops this requirement

' LUsing the information from this section, and your own knowledge, ab

COPYRIGHT
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An Inspector Cafis: Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Study Guide Page 41 of 79




zz07 ‘uonesnpy SerS 6 52 10 7y 9884 NG APNIS 35701 130%aPT UCSIRAG (S0 J010305U) Uy

SjUALL SSaMIShE

Q31231044
IHORALOO

Vim

Aejjo v s

Jo AIOIN

0} PRIAVYY

dew puly

sdiysuonejay




Relationships Analysis
Mr Arthur Birling and Inspector Goole
When Edna, the parlourmaid, announces that there is a police

inspector at the front door, Mr Birling is dismissive, he A4
predicts the visit as probably being a minor matter, a warrant There would:
or something similar. However, the audience are clearly : Mr Birling o

different po
{  possibly the

Belligerent: fo
Marginalised:

Mavyor, play Twith the Inspector’s boss and is a local
magistrate, in case you didn’t know.

Likewise, Mr Birling is not intimidated by the inspector, certainly to begin with.
of Eva Smith, his immediate reaction is dismissive to the Inspector. He employs
{p. 170} and while she looks farniliar he doesn’t remember her. However, guick!
forces him to concede that he knows Eva and had had her sacked. Remaining co
sacking, quickly and as surely as his family are rounded upon by the Inspector he
and authority. Marginalised by his treatment of Eva, ridiculed
by his daughter he remains largely simply a shouter of vague
insults and threats towards the Inspector. None of which hit
or stick in with any effect. it is only when the Inspector
leaves, that Birling begins to steady himself, but to his
children and the audience the scorn of the inspector

How are the di
being, the inspector is a symbol of wonder, intrigue and reactions of She

iconociastic torment to Sheila. On hearing of the suicide and involvement in
of the sacking from the works, Sheila reprimands her father
and shows a solidarity with the Inspector over the use of ‘cheap labouwr’ {p. 177)
workers, While obedient towards her parents, she takes the Inspector’s lead in
pushing away her father’s attempts to silence her,

When the Inspector chalienges Sheila over the sacking of Eva from Millwards, Sh
but quickly returns to face her accuser and o explain what had happensd. Unli
responsibility and is duly recognised by the inspector for having done so. She bl
while the Inspector doesn’t abandon her blame, he does expirin that she was ng
leading to suicide, : :

or’ {p. 181) Sheila is quick s
pector, despite Gerald's protests, Sh
rher mother's interrogation, Sheila becornes a:
Ts in line as the Inspector seeks the truth of their inv:

Given the Inspector’s mention of the n
this person. And, at the insi
and involvement, Thy
bringing ea g 1

When the Inspector leaves, he ieaves Sheila to argue her parents’ involvement |
up his chalienge to their lack of care aven when Gerald returns with newsofa h
first suspected the Inspector was not who he said he was. When the hoax is rev
unconcerned that he wasn't a real police inspector, and along with Eric, continu
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Mrs Sybil Birling and Inspector Goole
Having heard that a police inspector has arrived and has
rounded on her husband and her daughter, she arrives in the

o ) . How does the |
dining room ‘briskly and confidently’ {p. 185} so that she can Mes Birling's ex
take control and relieve the house of such intrusion. She's people should s
wrong, of course, as her daughter tries to inform her, as the
Inspector brushes aside any such hopes. Mrs Birling’
son's heavy drinking and Gerald’s involverment
aristocrat, she remains on the fringe :
ultimately derogatory condemus

However,
Defiant anal g, Mrs Birling explains her meeting with ‘Mrs Birfing’ {p. 197)
daughter an en her husband's lament, that she did anything wrong in refusin
Birting calls for swift and strong justice 1o be brought to the father of ‘Mrs Birling
ultimately to biame for the suicide, untii she realises, traumatically, that the fath
removed by her daughter from the scene clearly distraught.

Once the Inspector leaves, and Sheila’s suspicion of a crank caller, is confirmed &
her old ways — triumphantly she scolds her children and husband for falling for s
house! Mocked by her daughter about her lack of remorse and continuing as if
Birling says — ‘Well, why shouldn’t we?' {p. 220).

AD1/AOZ: Top Tip

When answering o question about relationships, it is imporiand

the relationship (by
ot YOUr response.

Eric, like hi Umatised by the whole revelation. He has lost the most 5
foliowing t ie, a child, and is carrying a secret that has turned this well-ag
drinking. He is oo drunk to really understand the importance of the Inspector’s
comments when his father and sister’s selfish involvement is exposed. He rema
inspector, deliberately, and with exact timing, mentions the name ‘Daisy Renton
involvement without saying anything...

Eric’s initial reaction is to hide and go to bed, but the Inspector stops him, later t
instructing him to not do so. Eric takes the Inspector to find his father, but soon
house to escape while his mother is interrogated. When he returns, the Inspect
describes Eric’s treatment of Eva as akin to ‘on gnimal, o thing and not o person’
sympathy with Eric, although he is convinced that he like his sister, Sheila, canc

AQT: Discussion ACT/AQ2:

i The Inspector expos
parents make out.
play that supports t

wnship in the play?
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The characters and Eva Smith / Daisy Renton / 'Mrs Birling’

The play evolves around the central retrospactive character of Eva/Daisy. Priest%

the Birlings confessing their {seven} five deadly sins. Some confess reluctantly,
‘confess” without any remaorse,

Character impact on Eva/Daisy

»

Sacked Eva Smith from her fi; irling’s

Mir Birlin
& works because of he r.
layer, Millwards department store, to
Sheila smher job as a sales assistant when

&fla was in a foul mood and jealous of Eva’s looks.

Gave her some hope that life was worth living and that
she didn't have 1o work as a prostitute, but having used
Garald her as a concubine, he cast her out of the
accommodation he had provided for her when he had
to concentrate on his future fiancé, Sheila.

Refused financial aid to ‘Mrs Birling’ {Eva/Daisy), and is

Mrs Birling the last of the cast to see her alive.
Abused Daisy Renton for his own sexual gratification, to
£ric which she fell pregnant, stopping Daisy from continuing

t0 work as a prostitute. Eric gave her ‘stolen” money to
which she refused.
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Settings and ‘Props’
Settings

The form of An Inspector Calls is partially based on a Greel tragedy. Therefore,
dictates that there is only one setting in which the action takes place. Here, all ¢
Birlings’ dining room in their house in Brumley one eveni Spring 1912, Alsoj
made play, as so much of the plot has already oc , therefore, all of the
in a retrospective way by the characters. :

Key Terms
e or penod 1o wh;ch a story or play is set. This can also;

#% play: o well-made play is a type of play consisting of a tight plot, s\
cast and an explosive climax
Retrospective: looking backwards to past events

AO2: Discussion Point | :
Consider the definition of 'setting’ above. What do you think is the setting of A

The Birlings’ dining room (from stage directions} :
e  Selin the dining room of a fairly lorge suburban house (p. 161) — this establz§g
prosperous family home.
e The house is substantial and heavily comfortabl
abundant signs of prosperity, there isn eeling to its atmosphet
®  The lighting should be pink a the INSPECTOR :
arrives, and then it shos! nd horder — Priestley

osy and homeiik&-é

AC2Z: D
What is th

each character.

Brumley
&  The Birlings’ house is set in the fictiona! manufacturing town/city of Brumie '
perfect setting for Priestiey since such towns and cities had historically proca
exported around the world and was a source of mass employment for peops
&  Mr Birling's factory and Gerald’s father’s factory(s} are both situated in or n*{"?
competition with each other — at least until Mr Birling gets his own way and
favour to increase profits,
s Afairly large town/city — Priestiey created the town/city to be big enough te
and egeo by carrying out his ‘civic duties’ as Lord Mayo ile having its ow
must be of a substantial size since it has its own f, Colonel Rober
¢ Brumiey is large enough to have lts ver ¥ Voriety Theatre at whic
various acts performed at th acguire the services of a prostit
the nearby County Hn 0 eat or use the services of a prostitute,
e The flatin
and fo
friend, *

COPYRIGHT
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rposes — it's used as an especially seedy secret by Priest]
Brunswick and Sheila are unaware that it’s being used for su
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Extended Essay Question 1 '
f Write about retrospective settings and the way they are presented in
response, refer to the play as a whole showing your understanding o
settings are crucial to the play. :

‘Props’
‘Praps’ are deliberately minimal in An Insn

maximise their effect on the plot tharacters and
their dialogue.

property, i
the charact

0 sit five or more people comfortably, and must have been 012
has no cloth demonstrating coldness and lack of finesse or ernotion. :

e Clothing — the Birlings and Gerald are wearing evening dress, the men in tai
jackets — thus showing celebration, not simply formal dinner attire. This cio
Inspector, dressed in a plain darkish suit and Edna, the chambermaid.

s Alcohol —this is deliberately expensive and in abundance — port and whiske:
symbols of wealth, and, paradoxically, Eric’s coping method for despair and:

&  Ligar, cigareites — similar to alcohol these are used as symbuols of wealth, e
have been imported from somewhere exatic like Cuba.

¢  The doorbell - this is crucial in ringing in’ chang

spector’s arrival i
family, and Gerald’s return in Act Thre :

Q3.

| Smith / ‘Mrs Birling” {but not of Dais.
| figila and Mrs Birling and crucial to the hoax.
ne charactier at a time, for one line of enquiry at a ti

# A photograph {or pho
confessio
delibe

e EvafDaisy’s Diary — this is referred to, but not seen and is crucial for the insé
together. :

¢  The Birlings’ house telephone — this is used by Priestley as a paradox. tis ¥
phone calls exposing the hoax, but bad news in the final part of Act Three w
returns to tell the characters that a police inspector is on his way... 1t is agaig
as such items would have been very expensive and rare in homes. f

Extended Essay Question 2 5
The ringing of a bell usually signals an end of, or the beginning of arg

8f props and the w
$ ¢"'whole showing your und
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emes

An Inspector Calls was a party political broadcast on behalf of the Lo
General Election. Probably. ;

A Theme in o play or drama is o repetitive massag
hoth express or implied in the diclogue an '
may he part of o broader or deem—*
Themes can be explored throy

*‘ffcc‘r of linking the ideas in}
bu‘r remcsms the central cencept

A Polarised Ulass System - privilege or prostitution ;
One of Priestley’s biggest dislikes was the divided class system. Eva Smith is port
class system. A system which protects the privilege of the aristocracy and the cc
classes of the middie classes, while expioiting the poor working classes. The Insg
expose this exploitation and to show how appallingly the upper classes treated t

p
AOT/AQ2: Discussion Point 1
. What role does the refusal of charitable assistance
o ‘Mrs Birling’ {Eva/Daoisy) have in the play’s plo#
2. Whot themes and ideas does it explore?
3. What does it tell about Mrs Birling’s opinion of the
working ciosses?

Hiergrehy: o sy
are ranked ace
Prejudice: o dis
or something

The Birlings live with some degre are dismissive of the working ¢
tgh we're left to assume why she marrie
organisation that heips destitute people with
when Eva . Mrs Birling ‘didn’t like her manner” {p. 197) — it was irr
nowhare to d abandoned by the child’s father. Her arrogance is demonst
the decisions with such ‘deserving cases’ but in her household as she rebukes he
they step out of line and breach etiquette. Again, irony is used as it is suggested
Birling didn’t start with wealth or was part of the landed gentry like his wife. De
manners hut rather provincial in his speech... (p. 161) suggests a working-class bz

Birling’s wealth is ‘new’ wealth born from industrialisation, capitalisation and no

s

Mrs Birling bel

Money breeds money, as the saying goes, so when his daughter is to be married
overjoyed, not so much for his daughter, but mainly for providing an opportunit
rival, his future son-in-law Gerald’s father’s company. Competition can be reduc
Hurrah for Arthur! However, simply being wealthy doesn't atlow him to move u
aristocracy. Even prejudice is experienced between the hi classes, since Ge
conveniently away and can’t attend the engagement ' “this deliberate? C
coincidence? Mr Birling thinks the latter an in to Gerald about his ;
he mind telling his mother, on th :

When confron
had defiad
sacked. Hi

3 about sacking Eva Smith he pleads ignorance
ority and organised a strike. ‘A pitiful affair’ {p. 173)
i is supported, again through irony, by Gerald. :
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The Birlings’ children live in blissful ignorance of the world around them, orsot
portrayed as a typical middle-class daughter who is ‘potty’ about clothes. She g
department store, Millwards, in town, where her parents have an account. Eric
this is to the detrirnent of Daisy Renton, whom he treats with contempt, forces

can simply buy his way out of trouble. s Eric concerned about Daisy when he di
is, and her fate after pleading with his mother? Qr, is he simply upset that his ¢h

time? The jury is out. :

and a judgement of the Birl
ach other and appreciate commu
Jlay’s setting in 1912, Audiencesin 1945 a
dage clearly

The inspector ends his time on stage
don't become sacially resp0n51
one, but two huge wa
the imports

Social resp®sibility/irresponsibility

A key message in An inspector Calls is that of responsibility, gr g
a lack of responsibility. With noticeable exceptions, the ADT: Discus
characters demonstrate a lack of social responsibility by There is a clear

denying Eva Smith the chance to live a comfortable life. Each
character has an initial role to play in Eva's suicide but it is
only the youngsters who seem to accept some blame and,
therefore, take responsibility for their actions.

sowars Eva/D

Both Mr and Mrs Birling take responsibility for their actions,
however, their responsibility is born out of justifying their AOT:
appalling actions rather than seeing the error of thelr ways. Priestley’s explo
When confronted with his involvement, Mr Birling says ‘If crucial fo establ
characters in the
were all responsible for everything thot happened beliefs before o
everybody we'd had anything to do with, it them as being ir
awkward, wouldn’t it? {p. 172).
Sheiia thinks it’s only right
and it was g s

or higher wages '
. 176} in sacking Eva. Indeed, having confessed
getting Eva d Shelia stays, despite her father’s protests, at the behe:
responsible. she feaves us now, and doesn’t hear any more, then she’ll fee
alone with her responsibility, the rest of tonight, ol the next pight.” {p. 184)

Gerald is rather upset at the realisation of the suicide victim, but whether he ta
his actions of leaving for a walk to get some air. This deliberate act by Priestley
—the refusal of charity by Mrs Birling, the last person 1o see Eva, and the last peri
responsibility and prevented the suicide. The trap is set, the confirmation of her.
the girl, and ultimately the blameworthiness of the father of her child is vocalisey
the father of the child. It's his responsibifity’ {p. 198).

R

Eric’s confession starts a squabbie between himself and his father, to which the :
divide the responsibility between you when ve gone’ {pp. 205206} — which the
for different outcomes. He takes on responsibility fo ' nd is repulsed at ¢
much nonsense about when a girl goes and ki lot may be letting ye.
Nor can mother. We did herinaliri

R

The Inspector . in his final speech before leaving the Birlings
children o and the parents hoping to avoid gubiic scandal, 'One £v¢
millions an s of Eva Smiths and John Smiths...\We don't live alone. We are:
responsible for each other.” {p. 207}
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The generation gap - the young are restless and the old content

Priestley strongly belleved that if there was 1o ba a change in the
way society behaved and took responsibility towards each other,
then hope was to be found in the younger generation, such as ACT/AC
Sheila and Eric. He felt that the older generations, Mr and Mrs Create @ tin
Birling and, to an extent, Gerald, were fixed in their ways and
that their stubbornness reflected the problems inher
society that had led England to two world warg

The Birlings are very traditi
classes. They are out

Priestley felt that at the time, in 1912, if the younger generation had {and
still could) reject these traditional and destructive values then wars could
have been avoided and England, and the rest of the world could have
seen prosperity through eguality. Priestiey demonstrates, ina
revolutionary way, the challenge that is possible to parents and the older
establishment. Not out of immature or teenage angst, but out of a
genuine need for a better society and conditions for all,

u Know?
tent, as the Labour:
iy, despite him baing
lasses were rejected and cha

AO4 (Context): Did
The general slection in 1946 delivered Priestley’s wis
The British people rejected Winston Churchill’s £
minister. Edwardion values and miser

13

ded Essay Question 1
Explore how J B Priestley explores the theme of responsibility in An/
from the whole play and how this theme is demonstrated in the use
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Ideas and Messages

Key Terms ;
ides or message: this is the key thought or thoughts that the playwright is trying to ¢
brought to the audience’s attention through the different ‘rhemes that are used in the
moral issue that appeals 1o the sense of the sudience o oF prove o point of §

Forewarned [s forearmed

The inspector is beEleve
of biblical pg

ey’s alter ego: a messenger
Hitg a forewarnmg that the future will
not be kind¥ sople change their attitudes towards each
other. Pries Knew at the time of writing in 1944, that if he
set a play in 1912, he could set irony as a language device to
expase the characters, This is especially true of Mr Birling,
portrayed as being a buffoon, and the others as ignorant to their
surrgundings — the stupidity and ignorance of which would lead
the country to not one, but two world wars.

characters

Mr Birling is lampooned by Priestly in order to forewarn the audience:
s Don't worry. We've passed the worst of it. (veferring to strikes) {p. 165) |
o ...you'll hear some people say war’s inevitable. And to that I say —fiddlestick.

o The German's don't want war. (p. 165)
o —the Titanic.. .unsinkable, absolutely unsinkable. (p. 166) E
o i1 1940... There'll be peace and prosperity and rapid s vgress everywhere..

g will be clearly seen as d
wie speaks with divine right, no doub
War influencing his final speech — an ing
n, they will be taught it in fire and blood and angt

To the audience, each of these prophesi
of the Inspector is not ost on th
experiences and injurie
I men will oa

People can change and there must be no resistance to change

Perhaps the most important message to be conveyed by Priestiey is
that people can, and must, change their attitudes towards each
other. Being a founding member himself of a socialist organisation,
the Sociglist Commonwealth Porty, the need for citizens 1o take
secial responsibility was crucial to his beliefs. He felt that despite the
general reluctance to change, believing change to be a bad ides, it
was far worse maintaining the Edwardian status gue, and in the
words of the Inspector, that 9f men will not learn thot lesson, then
they will be tought it in fire and blood and anguish” {p. 207).

the fai

Key Terms

Lompooned: 1o be mude
rywhere atf the same time :
War fought between Great Britain and its allies and Gerry
g siate of affairs in relation to pelitics or society :

Great W,
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Priestley began the play by setting clues, like landmines, laid ready to explade in
throwaway comments made by the characters, to be timely detonated throughc
is used 1o promote Priestiey’s central theme of rejecting Edwardian values and i
a new order of socialism through cooperation and wealth-distribution. Priestley
remorse, hides the self-interest of the rich and ruling classes in plain sight reguir
socialist message.

Religion, a parable and the seven deadly

Arguably there is a Christian messag
play. Whether there is or is ng

that can be drawn angd in the Bible th

Seven deadly
that certain refi
avoid or else b

At the time of the early performances, quick-witted audiences
would notice that all of the main characters” flaws were based
on one of the sins:

s Nr Birling = Greed. 5
Mr Birling is not interested in helping anyone but himself and to maximise
workers: ‘we may look forward to the time when Croft’s and Birling's are no,
working together — for lower costs and higher prices.” {p. 164)

AGT/AQZ: Active Learning Task 1
Summarise your understanding of what Mr Birling is referring to in the g
Consider what this might mean in his aftitude fowards Eva Smith.

®  Sheila = £nvy.
Sheila has Eva Smith sacked from
altogether suited the dress
waos the wrong typ

$he thinks that Eva is mocé

o,
a
p
=
fel)
=
.
<
w
4
in
S
=
]
Q
b
X
s
in
>
o
%

b her as his mistress for sex on demand. She was young and p
intensely grateful.” {p. 191} E

e rs Birling = Pride. ;
She behaved in 3 proud and self-important way whan confronted by Eva’s in 5
herself Mrs Birling. ‘Yes, | think it was simply o piece of gross impertinence —

®  Eric = Gluttony. Z
While educated with the best things money can buy, Eric decides to occupy
with his friends at the Palace Bar and elsewhere: "—well | was in that state
{p. 203) ‘

There are parallels between the plot and the Bible's parable of ‘the Sower”. Int

are thrown on rocky ground where they fail to grow: argus
seads gn rocky ground, nothing happens. Other
by the thorns as they grow. Gerald could b
change, his upper-ciass surround ‘
fall on good ground and
restless wherg

#smat fall on such ground a
: e choke any sense and sensibilit
wese seeds could represent Eric and his sist
growth and hope for the future.

AO2: Key Fact :
Like an Agatha Christie detective novel, Priestley uses the repeuted incendiary
popular of the fime of the play’s writing in 1944 5
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Form and Structure

Key Term :
Form: in drama/theatre this refers to the play’s shape or design, for example, the wd
the way the characters act out their roles or the way themes are explored. :

s

This form o popular genre at the time An Inspector Colls is set in 1912, ha
®  Reguire \}ery tight plotline;
e A climax to the plot which takes place near, or very near, to the end of the f

spaced climaxas to the plot;
#  Keyinformation is kept from all, or some, of the characters to be revealed a
e The main storyiine of the play oceurs before the opening of the play and is ¢

throughout the actual play; ‘
®  The plotis divided up into a chain of events to be revealed as the play prog
e  The climaxis where a central character, against adversity, accomplishes tha

achieve;
#  The climax usually ends with a resolution of the issues. However, An Inspec
dilermnma rather than a secure ending.

AQI: Top Tip
Baing able to refer 1o such concepts as*
play’ in responses in an exam wil
provide excellent analysis

As the plotline is continuous, Priestley followed the form of a

traditional Greek tragedy, crafted by Aristotle, characteristic as

having the thres unities:

e Unity of Time — here the tragedy should only recount the A2
story happening in one day, in one piece of time; Using the b

»  Unity of Space — there should be only one scene/setting; ‘Tridi’;k’mi

e Unity of Action — there should be a tight and fast-paced piot o An inspe
with no subplots or side-stories that aren’t directly relevant
ar contribute to the play.

Genre: a class or cotegory of literaty
Aristotle: Greek philosopl ;

Three unities: o style
of one deyy

ty requiring o single action, occurring in o singl
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Detective genre

Yery popular at the time of writing in 1244, Priestley drew some inspiration for £
from the detective novel sub-genre of clue—puzzle, Here, clues providing eviden
the characters, readers or audience, if performed as a play, to discover and for a

importance, Such as the Inspector. E

Explore how J B Priestle
support your r :

 Inspector Calls. Use eviden;;;

The structure of An Inspector Calls is a three-act play with one Struehy e méé
singular setting, the Birlings’ dining room. The other settings :
are part of the dialogue being discussed by the characters
retrospectively, but not acted out.

The play runs continuously In real time as Priestiey deliberately runs with prolon
structural hiatus. The hiatus is prolonged as each act ends with specific dramatic
and Three pick up where Acts One and Two, respectively, end. This is to ensure
throughout each act is not lost during the play’s intervals. The use of plot twist g
the tension, especially when characters are unaware of their involvement, or, te
not involved in the suicida.

r example: o choin of events

Being able to refer 1o such conce
i provide excellent analysis where r

Priestley uses the structure of each act to establish the chain of events. For this
characters, the events started some two years before the opening act: :

Act One

¢  Begins with the celebratory event — the engagement.

s  Priestley establishes, very quickly, the traits of each character as they sit arg

e When the inspector calls, the celebratory atmosphere guickly changes as he.
Sheila directly and Eric and, importantly, Gerald indirectly with the revelatic

#  The act ends with Gerald trying to hide his involvemant from the Inspector,
the Inspector asking: ‘Well?”’

Act Two
Begins where Act One ends with the In

at the characters’ invo
#  The Acts 5 2
» Ericre 3
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Act Three

e  Eric has just re-entered the scene.

& Attention is focused on Eric who reveals his involvement in the
chain and discovers his mother’s involvement,

e The Inspector makes a dramatic spesch through a monologue

about social responsibility contradicting Mr Birling's two monologues in Ac

Sheila becomes susgicious and Gerald returns wit, Jiithat the Inspecto

2 & & ¥

the infirmary Cinspector is on his way.

AD2: Top Tip

order of evenis in the exam could make the answer appear muddied.

Retrospectives

As each character is confronted by the Inspector, an ensuing dialogue between t

at the character’s involvement in Eva/Daisy’s suicide,

Partiy 1o save money on set design (it was written in 1944, a time of

it is vitally important that you know when events occur and in which chronological order%

great austerity) the retrospectives are deliberately created to expose
each character as being selfish and unpleasant by eliciting a confession,
police interrogatory style, over their own involvement

. from his works as she le
orking as a sales assistant at Mi
finod and thought she was laughing at her
ifession reveals he had met Daisy Renton at the P
“off when he couldn’t continue with the “affair” anymore;
*Srecount reveals her as the last character to meet Eva/Daisy w
Womenr's Organisation, she refused ‘Mrs Birling” financial assistance telling
instead;
e  Eric, like Gerald, explains that he met Daisy Renton at the Palace Bar. He h
and forced his way into her accommodation, then forced her to have sexw
her subsequently, and that she thought, then later confirmed, that she wa

&  Mr Birling has to recount that he sa
e  Sheila recounts that when
because she had ber

AT Top Tip

Having an exiensive and specialised vocabulary when answering questions on An fnsp

informed response’ and boost marks for ACT.
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End/beginning of Act cliffhanger

Act One is the only act that doesn’t begin with a cliffhanger, or the audience ‘on
with a distracter, a comforting scene of congratulation and celebration. Oh, the
liverdd, This is in marked contrast with the scene’s ending — here, Gerald has som
the audience on a hiatus, reeling at the revelations of both Mr Birling and Shella
Gerald lets slip he knew the young lady... He doesn’t say anythi
as [pulling himself together] {p. 181} goes to get a whi
When confronted by his fiancé, Gerald tried toupl
from the Inspector. Sheila mocks hi '
inspector quietly appears | :
the same promnt

EF‘S‘UOD when suddenly and
i{ and asks him: "‘Well?’ {p. 182}, Act '

e emphasis and grip of tension now placed on Gerald at ¢
Priestley is a®#¥70 prolong the tension by refraining from moving straight to Ger
arrival of Mrs Birling back to the dining room. Act Two ends with Mrs Birling’s igs
pitch, her realisation, eventuaily, of her involvermnent in the suicide, and more de :
granddaughter, leaves her, the other characters, and the audience gasping for b

Act Three begins with another slick, quiet entrance. This time from the father caﬁ
Eric doesn't know, but the other characters and the audience does know, is his m
and, therefore, the play ends again on a permanent cliffhanger — tension had be
hoax but the final telephone call, and Mr Birling’s final dialogue, mark the final t
had taken her life and a real police inspector is on his way! No one in the audie
perbiaps it's Eva’s suicide that's been delayed rather than having {not already} h
premonition, too late to avoid.

Entrances and exils

To guote from Shakespeare’s As You Like !z ‘Alf t
They have thelr exits and their entrong
comings and goings of the chay,

o stoge, And ali the 1
symbolically in An Inspec
fatension upon leaving or to create

Act One
¢  Begin characters sat around the dining table enjoying themselv{;z
#  Mrs Bird d Sheila retire to the drawing room as custom would dictate;
s The inspector arrives bringing the house of Birling crashing down; 5
e Sheila returns, flees, then quickly returns and is forced into confession;
e Mr Birling leaves with Eric to brief his wife, leaving Sheila to confront Gerald:
e The inspector refurns gquistly to confront Gerald. :

Aot Two
e Mrs Birling returns 1o seize control from the inspecior 5
e Mr Birling returns explaining that Eric won't go to bed upon the Ensg:;ec’sor’sf’*'f§
#  Gerald leaves after his confession;
e (Eric leaves the house} Hearing the front door close, Mr Birling leaves 1o inv
®  Eric returns to the house, and to the dining room. '

Act Three
e The Inspecter leaves the Birli
&  Gerald returns with n

r his fiery speech;

nded Essay Question 2
Expiore how J B Priestley uses structure in An Inspecior Calls. Ug
10 Support your response. f

{@)

(b  Explore how J B Priestley uses entrances and exits to create dr‘arr§
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The Writer's Use of nga&%

Priestley deliberately crafted the language to demonstrate the characters’ class ¢
generally in a less than positive way. 5

Key T
Language: the actual words used in the text and their
of realism and dimension
Colloguial terms: an informal or sk

ipose In giving the @

ad of #ts formal version

Class-related {realistic) dialogue

lestley had to set the dialogue to match the types of people and §
Definition | them as distasteful. Their accents and dialect to an audience must
else seam unrealistic. :

¢  Please, sir an inspector’s colfed. {Edna) (p. 169)
¢ You're squiffy. (Sheila} {p. 163)

Examples |8 Don’t he an ass {Sheila) {p. 163} :
e —well  was in that state when o chap easily turns nosty — .
e ‘gnelaborgte sell.” (Mr Birling} {p. 219)

Edna, as parlourmaid is an employee, as is the Inspector. However,
Birlings so her language is that of a servant to her master and mists
without conversation or guestion and in respect for her employers;

other’s irritation, is t
55 colloguial terms to descriy
Eric of being ‘squiffy’ (drunk) and hel
dssociated with the working classes, who per:
terms for being drunk!

Both Sheila’s and Eric’s speech
adult of the time. They !
Purpose | characteristic

wir Birling as a businessman uses business-type speak and terms.
Inspector is a hoax he describes the whole thing as ‘on eloborate s¢
selling terms.

ADZ: Discussion Point 1 :
1 B Priegtley had to make the dialogue realistic for audiences fo belisve thi
How does he achieve this in An Inspector Calls?
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Tone

Definition

This is the way that Priestley expresses the characters” attitude
this is easily conveyed through stage directions, but it is the act

For example, Mr Birling:

#  [rather portentous] — stage directions {p. 161} :
[semewhat impatiently] —in an early. on to Inspector (g{s:s

A man has to make his own 5

A man hos to min

There’il :

L

ss and lock after himself |
al...unless we're fucky. {p. 208)

8 @ @

v pleased with life] and [rather excited] — stage directic
[gaily, possessively] (p. 162)

She isn’t living on the moon — from the Inspector {p. 192)
I’ not g child —to her father, Mr Birling {p. 192) :
e  Butthese girls aren’t cheap labour...they're pecple. {p. 177}

8

L]

Mrs Birling is portrayed as having a cold, superior tone:
#  [Haughtily] {p. 186}

e [Verysharply] {p. 187)

¢ [Bitterly] {p. 187}

Purpose

Each character is shown in a particular way or light, depending ug
audience o perceive their traits or beliefs. Using the dialogue ar
can get to grips with each of the cast’s attitude to themes.

ish; Sheila’s tone.
s portrayed as havi

Mr Birling's tone is arrogant, controliing ¢
petty 1o mature and percepti

‘ A2 Top Tip
age directions used by J B Prisstley throughout the play
ut deliberataly, just before the dinlogue is spoken by o char

Monologue

Definition

A monologue is a single speech by an actor in the play.

Examples

Mr Birling:

¢ . ItU's one of the happiest nights of my life... {p. 163}
s ['m delighted about this engagement... {p. 165}

e don’t want to lecture you fwo young fellows again... {p. 168

The Inspector:
s You're offering the money at the wrong tim:
e  But just remember this... {p. 207}

{p. 207)

Purpose

» wature. In An fnspecto
semonstrate Mr Birling’s arroga
es about looking after ‘No.17; secondi
s\iero, the inspector, in his ‘fire biood and angui
rand cooperation or else society will face death and

The monologue is an import
for two clear purpose:

Ensure that vou read An Inspector Cuolls regularly. This is better in a group, but ca
Watch out for the lunguage devices as they appear. They appear VERY regularl

AQ2Z: Top Tip
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frony/dramatic irony
To express meaning by using language that would usually signify th
humorous or resounding effect.
e ..Jt’s one of the happiest nights of my life... (Mr Birling} (p. 163
e  The Germans don’t want war. Nobody wants wor... {Mr Birling:
Examples | ¢  Thaot was nice for you. (Sheila} (p. 192 ; E
Thanks. You're going to he a gren
e Secondly | blome the yoriea
As the play was wri

Definition

an see {Gerald) (pp%
, as the father of the chi
fid set in 1912, Priestley uses dra
sers’ pomposity with great effect. ina scaté
aywright gives the character free rein to spectaas%:s
iric things and events.

&

Purpose : :
milarly, Mrs Birling, in refusing to give ‘Mrs Birfing” financial assis

Priestiey in her blame of the father of ‘Mrs Birling’s’ child. The fat
responsibility. The father, as the audience and cast realise, is her
before she does. Boom!

AO4 (Context): Key Fact
Priestley knew when writing in 1944, and after two world wars, that Mr Birling’
One would be seen by the audience as hopelessly wrong.

Euphemism
_— A word or expression that is substituted for ancther where the o
Definition ) .
controversial, embarrassing or taboo.
¢  Busy at the works ¢fl that time {
s Went on the streets /w ‘ swn {p. 189}
®
Examples :
Xampies 199)
go to bed with her? {p. 204)

Eva Smith’s gone. {p. 207} :
language device is not to be confused with metaphor, which
words or phrases without embarrassing or vulgar connotations aj
acceptabie terms. :

R

Fuphemisms are deliberately used by the characters to speak of ¢
controversial issues. This Is used by Priestley as an element of res
society, They are used in the play to demonstrate a social charag
issues such as sexual intercourse or prostitutes in Edwardian poli
their children know what they're talking about {mixed with irony

Purpose

Euphemisms are not used by the Inspector — he uses direct spee
features in order 1o get to the truth.

r phrase replaces another fo which

Metaphor: o language devi :
or concept and the ability 1o reason with

Realism: the idea of
Symbolism: tha
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ACI/AOZ: Adive Learning Task 1

about 5-10 per character io use as evidence in youwr responses in an exam,

For example:

Keep a kind of diary or notebook of lunguage devices that are used in the dinlogue of \

Character

Symbolism
A word or phrase which is used to represent ideas or gualities in ¢
play. To create a strong picture in the character’s and audience’s
s .she’d swallowed a lot of strong disinfectant, Burnt her insid
e  You musin't try to build up o kind of woll between us and that
e Her position now is that she lies with a burnt-out inside on o s
&
&
8

Definition

You were the wonderful Fairy Prince. {p. 192}

Well, Eva Smith’s gone. You car’t do her any more harm. {p.
but there are millions and millions and millions of Fva Smith.
us... {p. 207}

We are members of one body... $.207)

s And ! tell you that the time will soon come when, if men willn
will be taught it in fire and blood and oz .. P, 207)
Symbolism is used by Priestley to p d explicit image
Purpose and audience or 1o pain § Ke the reference to an ev

explicit images are Sk individual characters or to elabo

Examples

&

ded Essay Question 1

{(by Discuss how J B Priestley uses the language device of euphemisré

Discuss how J B Priestley uses the language device of irony throg;,\,
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Biographical information

@

Wrote in 1944, but sef deliberately in 1912

@

?

®

Context

lohn Boyton Priestley was born into a middle-class 4 5
suburban household in Bradford, Yorkshire in 1894, Context: the ¢
This type of household may have influenced Priestley sefting of
the setting of An Inspector Calls. X?;Z; ;?::ﬁj
Priestley left school at 186, in 1910 {not understood
took a job as a clerk in a woo

manufacturing busines

i nced Priestliey on
tory in An inspector Colls.

1 ciad 1918 Priestley served in the Great War
“wod and gassed. The criticisms of the Allied
military strategy, ran by aristocratic males, was bitterly
shared by Priestley and is reflected in An inspector Calls.
in 1919, Priestley studied for a degree in modern history and politics at Carr
would have mixed with the middie and upper classes while studying. :
in 1822, having graduated from university, Priestley began a career in journ
Between 1918 and 1933, influenced by his father’s political views and his o
class divide and the rise of capitalism and fascism, Priestley’s socialist views
Between 1939 and 1945, Priestley broadcast ‘Postscripts’ a radio show for t
the wartime Government felt the radio show was too pro-socialist, especiai%i
sociaiist political groups in the early years of the war.
Priestley wrote in An inspector Calls as an allegory of his contempt for soc
Died aged 8% in in 1984,

Until the Sec
War was re

A4 (Context): A
Watch an episode of the BBC
ironically bittersweet interpre
leaders during the First World

A4 (Contex

In iis first romd

An Inspector Calls was written in 1945, but it is set in 1812, :
it was a party political broadcast on behalf of the Labour Party for the July 13
In 1912, society was far from being equal as there was a massive social divig
working-class people to improve their standards of living as the ruling ciass&§
in 1945, Priestley was using irony, that despite two world wars, nothing haa
ruling classes from using and abusing the working classes.
As the play is set in 1912, two vears before the Great War, audiences would:
was about to go through huge changes and loss of life A
The play implores the audience to learn from Britus
greed and upper-class selfishness, and t9g
1945 General Flection. :

en vote for socialis
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Edwardian England in 1812 — War? What war? There won't be war!

e  Britain was a very divided class society in 1912.

¢  The middle classes ran the businesses and professions,
while the upper classes owned the land and ran the
country’s government.

¢  The working classes were generally exploited or kept i
near poverty in order to keep them working for 14
benefit of the upper classes.

&  There was no Weifare State -

paymants. The workin '

and educaﬁor;
Labour Poarby::

Y 51 powerful European countries: Britain, France and German
each other, were strongly affixed on settling old scores through military co
begun huge investment in expanding their military, and their leaders were
e inevitably, war broke out in 1914 which led 1o four years of confiict, during §

million were wounded, including Priestley. E

Wartime England in 1945 - sick and tired of war and our leaders!

¢  Alot had changed in society during the inter-war years, but social conflict
& By the time Priestiey began writing the play in 1944, Britain had endured n
including heavy aerial bombing by the German air force.
#  Socialism was on the rise in Europe as sympathy turned towards one-ciass%
ruling-class-led society,
s A coalition wartime government, including Labour Members of Parliament ¢
e in 1945 when a General Election was fought, t riy won by a lang
majority. E

Socio-Political €
Miners’ st 0

e Trade sembership had steadily grown since the turn ACT: Dis
of the century and general workers’ discontent had Why wos th
grumbled along until 1911 when dockworkers, miners and unsuccessful
raiiway workers had stopped working and came out on 1217 and 1

strilke. British industry ground to g halt.
¢ No doubt enthused by the naticonal strike of 2911, the miners had taken in
aut on strike for a betier, minimum wage.

Political change

e With the successes of industrial action and the exploitation of the working
representing workers’ interests were formed to stand up for the working ¢
& lronicaily, middle-class intellectuals, such as H G Wells ard George Bernar
society through soclalism as opposed to capitali
&  Astrade unions were formed, so was thad
ruling-class political parties, th "
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Consarvatives, who domi

Key Term
Capitalism: an economic and politica! system where the me
production are controlled by private individuals and not the
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Women and social status

&  Notonly were the miners unhappy with their conditions, the early twentie
fight for equality for women's rights. :

e in 1903, the Women's Social and Political Union was formed by Emmeline
Suffragettes, they advocated equal rights for women. But, as their tactics
sent to prison and went on hunger strike. But rather they be criticised as
grew for their demands, particularly among midel siiwomen and men,

e In1912, there was no unive
Many women worked, g

Key Terms
Hunger sirike: o toctic used by prisoners as a means of protest by refusing to eat or d
Universal suffrage: the right for oll persens, usually over 18, regardiess of gender to

# . . .
ADT: Discussion Point 2
1. Priestley uses advancements in modern fechnology in Mr Birling's pradictions abou
for example, the Titanic. In pairs, discuss how successful these predictions are?

2. Inthree groups, identify one of the socio-political contgy inspector Calls and

in the play.

3. The context of the play is entire

of the ruling classes by Priesﬂc%
discuss the reasons why® :

ended Essay Question 1
(&) Explore how J B Priestley portrays Mr Birling's attitude towards

B
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Allegory

e

Literary Terms

A story or play which is written or understood as having a E‘\iddsé
political one :

Antithesis

The opposite of somethi
juxtaposition

ssed as a rhetorical/

Characterisation

Y a writer to develop the sense of a cob
ritar uses description, action, speech and dia
' a character.

An event, or end of a scene which ends in suspense, leaving t
happens next

Colloguial term

Arvinformat or slang term used instead of its formal version

Bramatic irony

A literary device where the character’s words are clear to the
as yet unknown to the character, or other characters

An indirect word or expression substituted for one considared §

Euphemism . .
P to something unpleasant or embarrassing
Foreboding A prediction - sometimes used by writers as a sense of irony to
Genre A class or category of literature :
Homophone Two or more words which sound the same but are spelt diffe
, A saying or a phrase which provides a recognisable meaning wh
idiom - :
themselves :
iron A literary device which usas words to convey an opposite or ¢
¥ meaning
" Language/Structural device s or phrases are
Juxtaposition 8 g- /S. ¢ d orp
contrasting impac
Lament To fee S iourn over something regretful

Lampooned

of or ridiculed

: amatic play with exaggerated characters following movin
appeal to the audience’s emotions

kaiaphor Alanguags device where a word or phrase replaces another to
Monologue A long solo speech by a character in a play
Paradox A contradiction which may seem ridiculous, but is, in fact, pot
Plot This refers to the main events of the story which advances th
Props ‘Props’ is an abbreviation for propertias or proparty, itams us

to enhance the plot.

Retrospective

Looking backwards to past events

The location, time or period to which a story or play is set. This§

Setting historical and political pariod to which it is set.
Simite A language device which compares one thing with another th
more unequivocal meaning
Symbolism The use of symbols to repres : flities
AThemeinapl petitive massage the piaywrigz
audience ihexprass or implied in the dialogue ar
Theme i ogether. A theme may be part of a broade

the central concept or concepts of the play. Themaeas
tt their relationships and events, and incorporated into the

The general attitude or style of a play

Triplet

A triplet, sometimes called the rule of three, is a literary devic

nouns, in a sentence spontaneously for emphasis.
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Vocabulary

Acquissce To reluctantly agree or accept
Admonish To scold, to tell someone off
Agitate To unsettle or disrupt
Agitators Those who agitate for purposs
Alderman An appointed local official gen cal council
Apocalyptic Predicting the e

Aristocracy

Theu iy of people who hold power and privile E

the aristocracy

ek philosopher, author and playwright

Strict and severe times, usually resulting in poverty

Baltkans

A geographical area in south east Europe where in Sarajevo in
assassinated in 1914 and began a chain of events which led to t

Belligerent

To be aggressive or hostile

A collective term for magistrates and lay persons who sit in gro

Bench . . s
cases in a magistrates’ court
A fictional town or city in the North Midlands created by Priestl
Brumiey e, - . .
Mr Birling’s {wool?} manufacturing business
By fovel An expression of surprise :
e An economic and political system whare the means of productiot.
Capitalism

individuals and not the state

Carte blanche

Having full authority or power without chal

nge

heir own interes

A group of businesses who work t

e force in a specific geographical area

Cartel restrict competition
Chattel A parsonal po
Chief Constable
Chiva el

Concuk

s behaviour especially by men towards women

Awoman who lives with, or is housed by, a man and has a lowe
for sexual purposes

Conjecture An cpinion or conclusion made by a person on the basis of incompl
Consternation A fealing of dismay or extreme anxiety :
The circumstances that form the setting of the play and to provics
Context g piay P

fully understood.

Disinfectant

A strong and toxic chemical cleaning fluid which kills bacteria

Double-whammy

A double setback

Drawing room

An abbreviation for a withdrawing room — a large room in a largs
racaive and entertain guasts

An era of rule by King Edward Vil which symbaolised technoiogicavg

r no, inteliigence &

people, should be equal ESpE';

Echward Wil deterioration betweesn Britain and Ger,
Empty vessel A colloguial term describing
Equality The beiief t‘hgt alt
opporty
£thics

a moral code that govern a person’s beliefs and

al blunder or mistake made by a parson causing embarra
are with

Foreboding A pradiction — sometimes used by writers as a sense of irony to
Form In drama/theatre this refers to the play’s shape or design, for &
in acts, the way the characters act out their roles or the way th

Formal Something done which follows convention or etigustte
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Great War

The First World War fought between Great Britain and its allies
1918

Hierarchy

Asystem where mermbers of society are ranked acoording to st

Honours fist

A list of people who are recognised by their contribution to soc
especially a title, by the king or gueen

Hunger strike

Atactic used by prisoners as a means of

ast by refusing to

iconoclast

A person who destroys inagses dzd especially in rel

idea or message

i the playwright is trying
antion through the different themn
issue that appeasis to the sense of the audie

This is the key thoug

influenli®®

Highly contagicus viral infection which affects the person’s brez

Kaiser {The}

The German Emperor, Kaiser Wilhelm li, who encouraged Aust
that would aggravate Britain, France and Russia which led to th

Knighthood

Atype of award issued under the honours list

Labour Party

British socialist political party.

Lament To feal sorrowful, or to mourn over something regratful
Lampooned To be made fun of or ridiculed
The actual words usad in tha text and their spacific purpose in
Language ) . . .
sense of realism and dimension.
Rlarginalise To treat someone as insignificant
Matriarch Afemale head of family, or the most powerful female in a famiiyg'
A dramatic play with exaggerated chara flowing moving ev:
Melodrama P y} AE8 ‘ 8 8
to the audience’s emotions
Misogynist A person who dislik
dMorality A set of pr rovide a distinction betwaen right an

MNew Mo

escribe non-aristocratic wealth, generally refer
neteenth and early twentieth centuries

A geographical area of middles England which was famous in th
manufacturing industries especially wool

Oid boys' club

Coltoquial term for a group of people, generally upper-class men'.g
interests of each other, 1o the detriment of others. :

Old country stock

Colloquial termy to describe aristocracy or ‘landed gentry’ whose x\
ownership of land. 5

Omnipresence To be present everywhers at the same time
Paradox A contradiction which may seem ridiculous, butis, in fact, pote
Patriarch A male head of family, or the most powerful male in a family
Peremptory Requiring immediate obedience

Perspective

An idea or view on a particular issue

Polarised

To divide into specific different oa ith opposing vie

Pomposity

Having a sense of

Pontificate

To preach or pous way

Portentous

itious, pompous or arrogant.

itke or hostility towards someone or something

Afalse display of fealings or emotion

Prostitute

A person who sells their body for sexual purposes

Protagonist

The leading character or one of the leading characters in a play

Pugnacious

To be confrontational, usually in the form of a verbal or physica

Realism

The idea of accepting an idea or concept and the ability to reas
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Recount

To give an account of a past event or experience

Ratrospective

Looking backwards to past events

Sardonic

To mock or be delibarately disrespectful

Seven Deadly Sins

Seven habits or behaviour that certain religions taught their fol
by God

Shaw, Bernard

Writer and leading socialist

Sleight of hand

An idiom used to describe a ms srally used to trick

Social class

A division or hie

Social justice

regard to the distribution of wealth, op

weonomic and political ideciogy/system whers the means o
state and not private individuals

A persorn who believes in the socialist political ideclogy/system

Socialist agitator

A socialist who belisves in direct, sometimes violent, confiict to
poditical system

Sombre An emotion of deep sadness or darkness of mind
Status guo An existing state of affairs in relation to politics or society

Stitf upper lip

Afack of emction, shown by the upper classes, despite baing fa
adversity

The ovarall organisation, shape and pattarns in the story, usual

Structure chronology of events plotted by the writer,
Subsarvient To obey without question
Suitor A man who pursues a specific worman with a view to marrying h
Superficial Basic or insubstantial

Three unities

A style of traditional play
of one day

iz action, occurring in

Tipping point

The i and insignificant events become too sigr

samship that was designed to be unsinkable, but sank on it

A play which deals with tragic events which concludes with an
the downfall of a leading character or characters

Unimpeachable

To be beyond reproach or blameworthiness

Universal suffrage

The right for all persons, usually over 18, regardiess of gender t

Unperturbed

To be calm and collected despite being under pressure.

Warrant

In certain situations, a magistrate can issue an arrest {or search
the police to arrest a suspect if they have reasonable suspicion

Welfare state

The right in the United Kingdom for its people to have access to c
and social security

Wells, HG

Writer and leading socialist

World War i}

A second world war fought batween Grest,

aln and its allies at:;ész
1945 f
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e Atkins, Iohn Alfred, / B Priestley: The Last of the Sages {New York: Riverrun &

¢  Baxendale, lohn, Priestley’s England: J B Priestiey and English Culture {Manc‘
University Press, 2007} 5

&  Broome, Vincent, | B Priestley (L

e [ay, Alan

¢ Lloyd Evans, Gareth, J B Priestiey, the Dromatist (London: Heinemann, 1964%

¢  Other plays by ] B Priestiey that are readily available are: The Linden Tree, it
and the Conways
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5

Plot Summary

Discussion Point 1
As a confirmed socialist, and a former soldier who was wounder! |
hindsight and blamed the ruling classes for social prob
An inspector Cafls in 1945, at the end of the Secey
government (as did the British electors
domestic and attitudinal poli

ction during the Firs
iy their mismanagem
@ he saw the same mistak
voted in a Labour government) an

Active Learr, .
This require al response, but could include using Arthur Birling, for example, th
@ He doesr ieve in ‘community’ and sees the working dlasses as ‘cheap labour’;
@ He refused to pay Eva and her fellow workers extra wages and fired her for being o

his factory;
@ He believes that to get on in life a person has to work hard and not accept the chard

Section-by-section Analysis
A Play in Three Acts

Discussion Point 1 :
The Angel Gabriel, it is argued here, was used by Priestley as a Christian symbol of great i
figure who appears in three important moments, bringing important messages from Go
significant moment is where the Angal brings news to the virgin Mary to tell her she wo
the Son of God. Priestley presents the Inspector as a bringer of a similarly, and symbolic

Act1 Part 1

Discussion Point 1

There is certainly some venom i
Gerald had heen hidmg ki
ashamed of by
about often

wards Gerald at this point of the play.
ith Daisy Renton from Sheila, and in consequ
ko overcompensate for his secret, he adopts a subservient
work lata at his father’s works during the previous summear! A

Discussion Point 2 :
The back-answering by Eric is symbaolic of Priestiey encouraging the young generation to

of the older generation, of who Priestley blamed for two world wars, using the vehicle o
subtlety as a language devise to fool the cast, and perhaps the audience, into believing a
world in 1912}, but on cccasions, as here, the challenge to authority builds to Armageddy;
discovars his mother’s involvement in the death of Eva/Daisy/” Mrs Birling’. !

Extended Essay Question 1
ADI/A02
a)  Responses may explore some of the following: :
s The dashing Gerald is curiously obedient when Sheila scolds him for knowled§
her, putting up no fight or argument. Why is Gerald frvirg to get on Sheila’s g
something? ;
® Mr Birling’s lack of cultural upbringi roughout the play, here
thanking the cook, clearly a ric 3 sifice that's her job, she’s paad 0§
Waan’t born rich an :

o Why did Eric guffaw out loud when Gerald promised to spend more time with§
he finds so funny? Does he know what Gerald was up to in the summer? She
adjective to use for her brother whao is celebrating her engagement, or Is itiro}

® What does Eric mean when he scoffs at Sheila and says U you think that’s the§
giggly young lady at the celebration? Does she have a darker, devious side we
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b} Students could use the example response above for Act 1 Part 1 - Extended Essay
starter, then examine each further example of deception throughout the play. Fu
drinking and partying, the Inspector’s real purpose in attending the Birlings’ house, i
works, Eva/Daisy calling hersalf ‘Mrs Birling” while seeking financial assistance fromy,

Act 1 Part 2

Discussion Point 3
Mr Birling is not a complete fooll He is a very successfy &n and while he cou
he had a history book in front of him} he can : dict innovations in busin
not the Titanic sinking on its maide

Extended Essay
AD1/AO2
a}  Respon: xplore some of the following: he says that there is a good denl of
passimisriand that they are marrying at a very good time — which would probably
World War, Gerald no doubt serving in the British Army! He disimisses the minars’
worse of it — industrial unrest bacame a common feature in the 1920s, including a
protecting capital (monay, stocks, etc) but the Wall Street Crash in America led to
effects of which lasted until the late 1950s. He dismisses the Germans for not wan
Balkans as wanting war {one of the causes being the assassination of an Austrian A
throwing in some casual racism about these people being "half-civilised” and the Ru
gives Birling some credit about the future of aeroplanes and cars, but on his third
champions the doomed ship Titanic. Before slating socialist writers, he suggests th
celebratory event fet’s say in 1940 with their children. Well, not Eric’s first possibl
b}  Students should use the suggested answer for Act 1 Part 2 — BExiended Essay Cuestion

Act 1 Bart 3

Discussion Point 4
Mr Birling’s bragging makes him appear to be pompo
clearly divide an audience into those who hate b
arrives. Gerald's indifference is parth ;
certainly seems uninterested ig

atulatory, his own:
ho quietly admire his sug
general indifference to most things
WIr Birling, other than to patronise him wh
is upper-class duties in life; again, something t

ACI/AO2
aj  See the suggested answaer for Act 1 Part 3 ~Discussion Point 4 above for advice. :
b}  Responses may explore some of the following: The photograph of Eva Smith is only
times but with devastating effect. The dining table which is used as a central itery
meal then later as a basis for sitting of the cast under the Inspector’s interrogatio
crucial buoyancy for the cast and thelr dismissal of the Inspector as a hoax (the ca
infirmary}, but is used to swiftly ring the death knell for a real police inspector’s fo

Act 1 Part 5

Discussion Point 5

Responses may explore some of the following:
Priestlay beautifully crafts both the immediate shock of realisation t the specific charac)
photograph in order to induce a confassion that they kno 50 1o create suspes
charactars as he refuses to show them the photogrs ti 5

Act 1 Part 6

Active Learning Tosk
Responses rg

of the following: ;
Priestiey’s iny Wwas not to portray any of the characters as criminals, but perhaps tc
out that while Their activities were not ilfegal in their nature they were morally repreheni
imprisonment, but a sense of embarrassment or shame in their actions.

Discussion Point §
Ses answer to Act 1 Part 5's AQ1 Discussion Point 5 above
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Act 1 Part7

Extended Essay Question 4
ADI/A02 :
a)  Responses may explore some of the following: Mr Birling’s attitude Is to take respol
and his business and is unconcerned about the wider scciety. He certainly is not o
employees since he pays them a fair wage for their work. Even when he admits sa
belief in what he did. As it happened eighieen months Birling feels the sac
suicide. However, Sheila is used as a marked con atthe newsofa’s
guickly becomas distressed as she reels 2t : vh and directly takes her bl
the Inspector reassures her that g siely to blame.
bfc} See the suggested answ t / ~Extended Essay Question {a) above for
- @Y enge, such as Sheila’s constant and accelerated cha
d Eric’s fiery challenges to his father in Act 3.

Act 2 Party

Discussion Point 7
Priestley was keen to show the young generation that change was possible and that by s
and to do as you are told, had led British soclety from one disaster to another. He belie
possible, it would be up to the younger generation, such as Sheila and Eric, to challenge
1912’s {and clearly that of 1345) outdated values, so strongly held by their parents as ex

Act 2 Part 2

Discussion Point 8 5
Off to bed, and out of the way! Eric’s drunk and Sheila is in an argumentative mood, neiy
family in a good light with the inspector. What would the neighbour’s think? :

Act 2 Pait 3

Discussion Point 9

Responses may explore some of the following;
The photograph is used as a clear dre
Smith, but is persuaded by
photograph is vital to
move the pl :
a simple nam¥
Eric who know va

rompt to Mr Birling who is initially
: that he does; Sheila didn’t know Eva’s name
ession. [tis clear that once Sheila had confessed ar
suey uses a different dramatic effect to achieve a similar, butv
v Renton. The dramatic effect, seen by the audience and some of t
ry well the name and, therefore, thair involvement in the chain of aver

Discussion Point 10

This is a guestion that students need 1o look at from both a sympathetic view (if possibl
destitute young girl, and comparing this with a more pragmatic view, for exampls, using
pUrpoOsEs.

Extended Essay Question 5

ACI/AOZ

aj  Explore how Priestley porirays Gerald Croft as a paradox —is he the gentleman his §
taking advantage of Daisy Renton’s misfortune. Ses the suggested answer for Act 2

for advice. :
b} Responses may explore some of the following: Gerald d form his girlfriend &
ha may have had good intentions when he rescug ori the lustful grip of &

a lie to} he deceives her in allowing her
unaware if he told Daisy about She
sorry for her’. Howaver
deceives hrsh Dy

5 runswick’s flat, eventual
id have some genuina feelings for D
istress until it no longer suits him, show

Active Learning Task 2
Requires a personal response.
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Act 2 Part 6

Extended Essay Question &

ADI/A02

There are a variety of crucial examples across the play, and students could include: '

s Mr Birling’s contempt for the working classes, for the strike, Eva as a ringleader, fo
{of theft} :

@ Mirs Birling’s contempt for just about anything, includi
Birling's’ claim for charity

e  (erald’s contempt {probably) for Mr Bi

Act 3 Part 1

Discussion P, _ :
Mrs Birling’s ork out who the father of Daisy’s child is, which manifests into

that it may, tHEust be true keeps the audience on par and raises the tension shortly &
before a continuous run into Act 3. A

sband’s tack of marng

ctor’s authority

Active Learning 3
Students could pick, for example, ‘And thot's where it happened...” {p. 203} which refers *\
Eric and Daisy. :

Act 3 Part 2

Discussion Point 12 :
The suggestion made by Priestley is that Daisy was working as a prostitute, and that the §
aspecially as to the identity of who she would be accusing of rape — Mr Arthur Birling's u

{note the use of this writer’s irony). :

Discussion Point 13

This matter is not, perhaps, directly addressed by Priest]s
acknowledgement that the young can make mistalsy
not tearn from their mistakes. After all
money.

Act 3 Pa

Active Learn R
Reguires a personal response.

Act 3 Bart 6

Extended Essay Question 7
ADI/AOZ :
a)  This would require a brief, but detalled, discussion of each character with specific e
following about, for example, Sheila:
® Shaila is not as contemptuous for other people as perhaps har parents ara —5
of Eva's death: ‘Oh, how horrible. Was it an accident?’
® She is instrumental in getting Eva sacked from her job in the department stor
of a lzading local businessman to do so. Sheila does not care what would hap
be destitite or whether she would simply get another,
b}  Seethe answer to Act 3 Part 6 — Extended Essay O

, but potential rea :
Trom them; whereas, th
“from his father, not from som

ove for some sugg
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Whole Text Analysis

Characterisation
Fva

Discussion Point 1
Requires a personal response,

Active Learning Task 1
Requires a personal response.

Extended Essay Question 1

AD1/AO2
al  Seeths ‘ to Act 2 Part 6 — Extended Essay Question b above for id
b} Seethe nswer to Act 2 Part 6 — Extended Essay Question 6 above for id

Mr Birling
Discussion Point 2
See Plot Summary — Discussion Point 1 above for suggested content.

Discussion Point 3 :
Priestley makes it quite clear throughout the play that Mr Birling has his own beliefs and;;éy;
everyone elss either agrees with him or they're wrong, although he does waver at one p
her as a result of her leading a strike, but believes that Eva was, therefore, rightly sacked§
and others’ pay rate. What sha did after that, he believes, either serves her right, or Waf§

Activity Learning Task 2
Responses could include: His belief that Sheila and Gerald will be having a similar meal a
are getting engaged, the outbreak of the Graat War in 1814, the ideg that Germany doe
of the Titanic.

Active Learning Task 3
Reguires a personal response.

Extended Es
AQI/AO2
a}  Respon ;
® Mrs Birling chalienges her husband over his table manners in congratulating th
dinner. ;
«  The Inspactor, Sheila and Fric are dismayed at the sacking of Eva Smith for sirm
organising a strike.
® Eric chaltenges My Birling for not being a father he can talk to about delicate r
prostitute pregnant, probably by raping her.
b} Responses may include:
® Bagins play as unimpeachable but this is gradually then forcefully removed by
® His wife is passive-aggressive in her challenges to his authority, generally out ¢
® His daughter, Sheila, becomes the iconoclast of the play challenging his act of '
father at any subseguent opportunity.
® Eric, who is drunk, refuses to go to bed on his father’s
Eric’s woes.
e  The Inspactor is the main challeng
Birling's dermands.

N
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rs, then challenges

vho flatly refuses to be ini
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Mrs Birling
Active Learning Task 4
Requires a personal response.

Extended Essay Question 3
ADI/AO2

a}  Responses may include: :
an’ so foreboding &

¢ The play’s stage directions set her tp as ‘ara :

® naving a stiff upper lip is
®

@

b} Respons®®iay include:

® Mrs. Birling when under pressure from her family attermpts to take contral o
topic she is more comfortable with.

e She fails to control the Inspector at any point, eithar by ‘brushing” him aside,
guestions, then being forced 1o answer.

® Mrs. Birling is a cold tempered woman, and as such she has little emotion or g
class social status.

® She is everyone’s social superior (in her own mind anyway) and doesn’t expec

e She is happy to be a ‘kept-woman’ and expects har daughter to be the same,

* She believes that she is a philanthropist being Chair of a charitable organisatic{;

Sheila

Discussion Point 4
it is clear that Sheila leads the attack on traditional Edwardian valu
involvement in the suicide of Eva/Daisy. She stands alone ag
actions and to genuinely want to change her ways. S
change. Possibly...

2

as she is dismavye

v for a resentful £

Active Learning Task 5
Requires a persza

Respenses cotha come from numerous examples, for example, from Act 1 where she is 5
time nocturnal activities, working late at the office, or of the Inspector’s true purpose fog
questions, but he already knows the answers! :

Eric
Biscussion Point 5
Requires a personal response.

Active Learning Task 6

Requires a personal response. C@PYR;@HT
Extended Essay (uestion 5 PROTECTED
ACI/AD2
i} Responses may include:
e  [extract) Eric seems very vague and confyse
clear about it; And 1 didn’t eve
® {extract) Eric drinks, and vy
easily turns n

i ts when he forced
s the hellish thing” :
en he forced himself upon Daisy — 'weli;

: and | threatened to make a row’
wxamples could include Eric being ‘squiffy’, suddenly rememberin;
imiSEE ely after the dinner or at odds with his father’s or mother’s rule.
® {elsewhere) Eric feels lonely and s isolated from the rest of the family, in parts
understand anything. You never did’ {p. 206},
® {elsewhere) He is deeply remorseful, regretting his action, perhaps. Or, heis &
prostitute pregnant. Either way, the truth is torturing hin.
® (elsewhere} The stage directions state he isn't mentally stable — ‘not guite at e
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{iiy Responses may include: :
® {(language) "Squiffy’ is middle-class, Edwardian colloquialism for being drunk (p
& (language) - ‘Chap’ is middle-class, Edwardian colloguialism for a male person§
® {language) — He's led a ‘Varsity’ life, in other waords, a private education and/os
middle-class experience due to the cost in 1912 {p. 174).
@ {behaviour} — He pours whiskey from its container with ease, showing his fa
products. Whiskey would have been generally too exp & for the workin

unlikely to have decanted thelr whiskey into a de i keep itin,
e {behaviour) — Like all the characters, he has Daisy with absolute
and unable to complain, or be tak . did, about him attacking
® {(behaviour} — Neverthele ‘hursting out laughing and challeng
goes against midri! orm in 1912, a taclic used by Priestly to sugg

N

{iii)

how him as ‘not quite at ease’, *half-shy’ and ‘half assertive’ E
cross as feebie-minded or somewhat simple when he ‘suddenly g
& Pmsﬂay plainty presents him as an immature and irresponsible child in the e
Eric and don't get excited’.
® He gets excited/upset at the news of a girl’s suicide. :
® Eric’s realisation or embarrassment of getting Daisy pregnant, plays heavily up\i
his actions. :
® He has stolen money to pay Daisy off rather than to admit his part and confe
e The inspector’s words about his involvement, combined with his father’s scor
in an instant, realising what he has done. :

Gerald

Active Learning Task 7
Requires a personal response.

Extended Essay Question 6
ADI/AO2
a)  Responses may include:
&  Gerald genuinely agrees with Mr Bnrfan:
& He ‘rescues’ Dalsy from th
provide him Wﬂth sex:
b} Responses may in

ot paving higher wages
spots her being cornered by a frieng
ing her and providing her with accomig

Slation of the name ‘Daisy Renton’ and the subsequent neec§

@
® ;ation and coming to terms with Daisy’s suicide causes a further |
& the Inspector what happened to Daisy after he broke off their relatio

anyone else was involved, in a similar way to Mr Birling).
»  That Gerald has to lzave to get some fresh air and collect his thoughts aftar thy

The Inspector

Active Learning Task 8
Reguires a personal response.

Extended Essay Question 7
ADI/AOZ

al  Responses may include: Q@PYR%@HT
PROTECTED

e Asaniconoclast, the Inspactor challenges sach character and their involvemet:
@ For Mr and Mrs Birling he brings about short-lived regret, most likely due to tif

when their involvement gets into the newspapers L
® For Sheila, his impact on the young Birlings i
maother and fiancé, while Erig, in asam
he is and of not showing

83

: ila takesonther
3 way as he can, chastises
or understanding that a young mar

sut of poverty for huge numbera of workmg ciass peopieu 5
e A better standard of living for all, including medical care, and a fairer society w
making through political representation.
® Equality in social standards for men and women and a respect for eguality in s&
men and women,
@ Less control and ownership of production and wealth by the ruling classes.
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Relationships
Arthur Birling and Inspector Goole

Discussion Point 1

The relationship begins cordially enough, as Mr Birling welcomes the inspector as an op
as a magistrate to Gerald. When the trus reason for the visit is revealed, and revealed a
patience is lost and he tries in vain to outmanoceuvre the inspector, Despite his protests
Gerald is interviewed having realised that he is no match fo ared police officer.i
nowadays, makes it all

There coulds er contrast between the reactions of the two young lovers. She
willing to take™®®&me of the blame and motivated to show the other characters their invo
class upbringing doesn’t allow him to show emotion, plus he’s a bloke, and how embarre
then? Priestley clearly plays on Gerald’s emotion taking a slight knock, as he is after all
where on at feast three occasions he has to compose himself from breaking down.

Sybil and Inspector Goole

Discussion Point 3

The Inspector always has a calm, collective and measured approach to all of the charact
is exactly how Mrs Birling makes him feal. From the moment she swishes into the dinney
who she is {if it was a comedy, the stage directions would have the cast rolling their eyes:
about the charitable work she does {or does not}, the Inspector is unimpressed and, inde
her attitude; although, he doesn’t show this necessarily. :

SR

Eric and Inspector Goole

Active Learning Task 1
This requires a personal response using textualr

Discussion Point 4

it is perhaps the most cha
apportionin of
However, as
on each of t
deprassion, al

ship from the inspector’s point of view. The In
% of Eva/Daisy’s death on Eric. If she hadn’t fallen pregna
ing, and seeing the patronising and belittling by his parents, ¢
icters. The inspector clearly blames the parents for shaping Eric’s at
holism or whether the bullied has bacome the bully, the inspactor doas

Settings and ‘Props’

Discussion Point 1

According to the stage directions, the location of the play is set in ‘the dining room of &
Brumley, a fictitious towr in the North Midlands. The time period Is during Edwardian ti
of great social unrest in England and around the world.

Discussion Point 2 C@ PYRQ@HT

The colour makes the scene in the dining room appear warm and loved against the drab, buty
PROTECTED

Extended Essay Question 1

ADI/AOZ

Responses may inciude the following: The play is s/t
easier for the audience to empathise wit
1912, Priestiey squarely blames th 2
the audience what should

written in 1945, Priestd
nid clearly Priestiey about how,
r allowing the two world wars to oc
othen, in 1912, and what needed to happen, inj
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Extended Essay Question 2
ACI/AD2
e Responses may include the following: there are very few props used in the play, bud
and central importance, for example:
® Eva/Daisy's diary — this is referved to, but not seen and is crucial for the Inspector ¢
e  The Birling’s house telephone — this is usaed by Priestley as a paradox. His the brin
exposing the hoax, but bad news in the final part of Act Three where Mr Birling an
characters that a police inspector is on his way... it of wealth and pr
been very expensive and rare in homsas
¢ Clothing — the Birlings and Gerald
showing celsbration, not si
plain darkish suit »

dress, the men in tails and
nar attire. This clothing juxtaposas wit
bermaid.

@ ty expensive and in abundance — port and whiskey in deca
atoxically, Eric’s coping method for despair and the other charactey
e Cigar, ci 25— similar to alcohol these are used as symbols of wealth, especiaiiy§

imported from somewhere exotic like Cuba. :
e  The doorbell - this is crucial in ‘ringing i’ changes — the Inspector’s arrival in Act Ogg
Gerald's return in Act Three 1o expose the hoax. :
® A photograph {or photagraphs), of Eva Smith / "Mrs Birfing’ (but not of Daisy Rento;
from Mr Birling, Sheila and Mrs Birling and crucial to the hoax. The photograph(s)
character at a tirme, for one line of enguiry at a time.

%3

Themes

Discussion Point 1 :
1. Thisis the final event that ultimately leads to Eva/Daisy’s suicide. She has no mon@é\«,;
was her final hope of survival,
2. Specifically, tha class system that the ruling classes control the lives of the workers:
tife; and also the need for social change. ;
3. Sheis indifferent to the working class, until her authes
mutter undar their breath at Mrs Birling,

angad by one of th

Discussion Point 2
The ruling classes, such asti
working class; bt

angs, see the working classes as the tools to kee
or, see socialism as a means of distributing wealth in

Active Learnd

Reguires a persunal response.

Active Learning Task 2
Requires a personal response.

Extended Essay Question 1

AQ1/A02

Responses may include:

® initially all of the characters attending the celebration have very little concept of 1

¢  The Inspector is instrumental in changing this lack of responsibility by representin C@PYR%@HT

® Mr Birling feels he has little or no responsibility to his workers as he pays them th

respansible for keeping his business profitable. PROTECTED
® Mr Birling sees himself as the head of the household and, the
food, expensive port and strong advice but not love i

® Eric has no sense of responsibility at all, he drinks, parties, drinks more and parties
pragnant and tries o pay them off to leave him alone. :
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Ideas and Messages

Discussion Point 1
For the simple reason, they would lose power and control of wealth. Wealth breeds we
power and control of land and production, the ruling classes would lose control.

Active Learning Task 1
Requires a personal answer.

Form and Structure

Active Learning Task 1
Responses may include: :
clearly tight piot — dinner party excess, then Inspecty
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climaxes to the plot — tha Inspector’s final speach. z

@ Key information is kept from all, or some, of the characters, to be revealed as the p;{s;.
involvernent in the death of Eva/Daisy is revealed, forcibly, by the Inspector.

e  The nain storyline of the play occurs before the opening of the play and is referred
actual play — the play is a revelation of previcus avents concerning the charactars’ |

e  The plotis divided up into a chain of events 1o be revealed as the play progresses — :
taken in turn to show the chain of events leading to Eva’s death.

e  The climax is where a central character, against adversity, accomplishes that which
inspector’s final speach.

& The climax usually ends with a resolution of the issuas — there is a kind of resolutio
thelr involvement, but differ in their concern over the death. :

Active Learning Task 2
Responses may include:
® Unity of Time — here the tragedy should only rece;
runs in real time of about an hour and a hal &
® Unity of Space — there should b
® Unity of Action — thare sl

ryiappening in one day

setting — the dining room of Mr Bi
Lixit and fast-paced plot with no subplots or sid
character is taken in turn to show their involvemen

relevar

Extended Essay Question 2
AQ1/A02
aj  Responses may discuss:

®»  Aretrospective play in thrae Acts

»  Thatitis a well-made play

= That it follows the structure of a Greek tragedy

® Has the hallmarks of a deteciive, whodunit, novel.
b}  Responses may discuss:

»  The use of a chain of events to build tension

=  The use of retrospactive to place the play in 1912, more than thirty years pre C@ PYR%@HT

«  The use of end of scene/beginning of scens cliffhangers

s The use of entrances and exits ?RQTEQTEQ

The Writer's Use of Language

Discussion Point 1

This is perhaps more difficult
watching a television drar
Responses s '

y nead to interpret the written word
1seful way to see how a play’s director and cast
aracters and could include Mr Birling having a provincial
ruling classe “have. This makes him appear somawhat stupider perhaps than
deliberately W irt by Priestley against the working classes by the accent. This is in ¢l
the ruling classes and pronounces the King's English as the King would speak. !

Active Learning Task 1
Reguires a personal response.
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Extended Essay Question 1
AQI/AC2
aj  Responses could include: :
e  The playissetin 1912, but written as a retrospective in 1945 allowing the audie
e  The Inspector knows all the answers it seems and is simply confirming his su
there were no diary, would he be so well-informed?
® Mr Birling’s speeches in Act One are masterfully writte
businessman’s baliefs.
b} Responses could include:
& Euphemisms are used by the
® Itis an attempt to avniy

something that has an unple
young or females in the play, who wo

Context

Active Learning Task 1
Personal response is required.

Discussion Point 1
The strike at Birling’s had to fail in order for Priestiey to be able to explain Eva Smith’s sa
time of the play were successful, so Priestley was simply being historically as well as ope

Discussion Point 2 :

1. MrBirling is quite corract about the importance of the motorcar and of the asropla;
and understands what will sell. However, he is completely incorrect about the Tit
about the ship’s unsinkability.

2. This requires a personal response.

This reguires a personal response.

(95

Extended Essay Question 1
AQ1/AO2 :

a)  SesPlog efarning Task above for some suggested ideas.
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