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Teacher’s Introduction

This comprehensive resource pack for Shakespeare’s comedy The Merchont of V
characters and its themes in coherent and original detail. Each worksheet comp:
encompassing a number of topics such as language, themes, imagery and staging

Each easy-to-foilow activity is geared around the
Literature, and is labelled as such. The Ag
There is a lot of overlap within {a
nature of the play and alzg

Shjectives {ADs) fo
to provide a wide rang
ssessment objectives, particularly
students for writing their assessment piece

These asse ;
ADL1  Den%#%irate a close knowledge and understanding of texts, mairﬂtaimr‘if%E
informed personal engagement.
ADZ  Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meg
AD4  Show understanding of relationships between texts and the contexts in

Some activities encourage the use of ICT resources for independent research, w
analysis or a rewriting of key parts of the text. There are tasks using different ty
to students, to help engage with the play. There is also the opportunity for stud
staging of the play in speaking and listening exercises, and to look at a film versi

The pack begins with a few pre-reading activities, and then proceeds to move m
scene by scene. Longer scenes have been split into clear saections, in order to he
understanding of the play. Quotation warksheets have been included to consoli
The pack concludes with activity sheets on character ! hips, themes, set
form, context and ideas, and messages.

Specification Information
This pack applies to the
and Litera
Componen

Smponents: Component 2: Modern Drama
s section B: Literary Heritage (examined} and
ern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts {coursework).

Component 2 is worth 40% of the total qualification. In this component
candidates will study two texts, one Modern Drama text and one Literary Herita
as an alternative to Component 2 and also assesses 40% of the total English Lite
coursework assignments, internally set and assessed, and externally set and asse:

Text Edition :
The text used throughout this pack is: The Merchant of Venice, Cambridge Unive§
ISBN 9780521618755, For Component 2, students must have the prescribed edi

ISBN 9780198328674, :

he three characty
ese characters.

important Note: The edition of the text stated below cong
However, some editions of the text do not includ

The film version referred to thro

is: The Merchant of Venice, 200
Certificate PG,

Sensitivity in teaching this resource is important as it deals with very sensitive cg
difficult for some students. [t is vital that the teacher checks any content carefu
suitability for their class. In particular themes of anti-Semitism are explored. P

along with any additional content you intend to use, before using them in class,
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Pre-reading Activities

Your teacher may suggest that you do some of these activities before you sta

1. Shakespeare Biography Quiz 5
Do some research on William Shakespeare and his plays in order to ai

a) Where was Shakespeare born?

by  Who was Queen for most of

¢} What was the

e} What was his son called?
) Which other playwright, who wrote The few of Malta, the possible bag,
was bommn in the same year as Shakespeare? f

g) Shakespeare wrote eight plays

hy  The first collection of Shakespeare’s plays, published in 1623, was ca |
iy  Shakespeare was part of an acting company called the Lord
1) What was the name of the theatre he had built in London?
k) What shape was his theatre?

1y In the 15%0s, which plague caused the temporary closure of Lond

m) His theatre was destroyed by in 1613

n)  Huwmlet, Macbeth and King Lear are all
o} Richard HI, Henry V and Henry VI ar
P} As You Like It, Twelfth Night rawits
q) Which of his traged;
I‘) There is .

mer Night's Dream are &

trican as the protagonist?
st play, called Love’s Labour’s

Fwrote 154

hakespeare’s narrative poems is called

2. Make a mind map that includes everything vou know about Shakesp
Venice. Share youyr ideas with the rest of the class and note down any

3. Do some research about Venice online or in the library, in order to fill

Where is Venice?

Where in the country is it?

— , COPYRIGHT
What is it famous for? PROTECTED

Doas it have any landmarks?
What are they called?

Wha
you fing about Venice?

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 2 of 105




4. How much do you know about Jewish customs and Judaism? In gro
everything that you know about this topic. ‘

o

Search for ' Venice’ and ‘Belmont Italy” online. What do you think ab :
simnilar or different? How? Make a list of the similarities and differe
these might affect your understand of the play?

Yenice

Key ideas Key ideas

Similarities

Differences

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

6. How do you feel about Shakespeare” plays? Do you enjoy them or di
mood board of things that you think about on the topic of Shakespea
his plays. Share your ideas with a pariner.

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 3 of 105



The Characters” Language

Prose definition: Prose can be described as being “ordinary language’ wi
used by some characters.

tatus of the ch
e used by ch

Shakespeare tended to use poetry and prose to refle
by the main characters of high status and prog
servants.

fich Shakespeare constructs different scen
particular aimediately reveal something about the characters s
with each ¢ "Poetry is a more tormal way of speaking, whereas prose
atmosphere, perhaps mirroring the relationship between the characters s

It 1s worth noti

The same is also true of the pronoun “you’, which is more informal than
speak in poetry, mirroring their upper-class status, but also frequently us
reflects their close relationship as friends. :

Notice for example, that in Act 1, when Bassanio and Antonio are first left
speaking in prose.

Bear this in mind when reading the rest of the play — it may give you son
relationships.

Example of prose:
Launcelot Gobbo; “The old

eryvell parted between my
grace of God, sir, and he hath enoug

{Act 2, Scene

Ixample o8Nk verse:
Portia: “In terms of choice I am not solely led
By nice direction of a maiden’s eyes.

(Act 2, Scene 1)

’Acﬁoﬁty

Act 2's first two scenes show us a great contrast between the characters of Bel
1 is set in Bebmont and scene 2 is in Venice. Make a list of all the ways in whi
each setting use language differently to those in the other setting. What effec

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 4 of 105
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Act 11 Lines 1 to 12) - |
{You ave S(L(i E)QC(MLSB you ave not m

The ploy opens with the merchant, Antonio, talking with Salarino and Solanio. W
be suffering from some unknown source of sadness — even he himself does not
Lorenzo and Grationo enter and, amidst the merriness still seems down.;

ﬂctivi,t*\y i Undm’stun&mq the Or

st of different possible reasons why |
¥ to include evidence from the scene as to
s, Insmall groups, discuss your different reasons

1. Asyouread this sce
AntOnioamsac
why y :
and noWESwWn any you may have missed.

2. Inline 15, Solanio mentions a keyword of the play: ‘venture’. Think ¢
word and explain how they might be relevant to The Merchant of Venic

3. Antonio snubs Salarino’s suggestion that he is sad because he is in loy
there in this scene to suggest that Antonio is lying?

4. Why does 5Salarino conclude that Antonio is sad?

5

Extension 5
What appears to be the initial role which Shakespeare has given to Salaring
preconceptions do you now have of Salarino and Solanio? 5

f&ctta?ity 2 Salorino’s Speech

Metatheatre: a self-conscicusness of theatre eness of a play that

i

e makes particular use
cters, played by bovs, as boys.

allusions to the theatre or stage i
especially as he disguises

1. Thiss alarino introduces a favourite theme of Shakespear
ech given by Salarino below and rewrite it using modern

Salarino trying to say?

Shakespeare My M

Now, by two-headed Janus,

Nature hath framed strange feliows in her time: COPYRIGHT
' PROTECTED

Some that will evermore peep through their eyes,

And laugh, like parrots, at a bag-piper
And other of such vineag

‘their teeth in way of smile...

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 5 of 105




2.  How does Shakespeare introduce metatheatre into this passage?

3. Find out who “two-headed Janus” was. Why
this reference and how would it have beenr
of the time?

ﬁc;tiviﬁty 3. Antonio’s Woeds

1. Read these lines and rewrite them ing

Ih ol bur as the world, Gratiano:

A stage where every man must play a part,

And mine a sad one.

{lines 77-7¢9}

2. Discuss what Antonio’s words suggest§

to be in life.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

SOPEN O
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Act 11 Lines 113 to Fnd) - Antonio and 1

The second part of scene one focuses on the relationship between Antonio and B
in financigl trouble but has an ideo which, if he succeeds, will make him o wealt

Activiby 4 Bassanic’s ldea
1. Whatis Bassanio’s idea?

2. Why does he need Antorio’s hel
3. Why can't Antonio hel

After readg

4. What ntonio agree to do to help Bassanio at the end of this sce

?‘Xc‘c’wi'ty B Antonic and Bassonio’s Fviendshi,p

From this scene, how does friendship seem especially important?

Fxtension

Pick out parts of language that show the “trueness’ of Antonio and Bassan

How does it revea

Extract or Quotation
Bassa

Example:
I pray you, good Bassanio, let me know it;
And if it stand, as you yourself still do,

Within the eye of honour, be assured
My purse, my person, my extrem,
Lie all unlock’d to your o

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 7 of 105
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?f&c‘ti,oi‘ty & Portia

Read Bassanio’s speech below.

in Belmont is a lady richly left,

And she is fair, and - fairer than that word -
Of wondrous virtues, Sometimes from her eyes
1 did receive fair speechless messages.
Her name is Portia, nothing undery
To Cato’s daughter, Brut"
Noris the wide wo

‘of her worth;

thch makeq her seat ofBelmOnt Colchos’ strand,
And many Jasons come in quest of her. (lines 160-171)

Now, thinking about the effect Shakespeare’s language will have on the a

this speech reveals Bassanio’s true feelings, complete the table below,

Bassanic’s description

‘.. a lady richly left’ (line 160)

‘And she is fair, and - fazrei than t
Of wondrous virtues.” (lin

Here, Bassanio compa
‘Her name is Portia, nothing undervalued Cato who was a famou
To Cato’s daughter, Brutus’ Portia.” (lines 164-165) | Brutus, one of julius C

Bassanio is referring tt
‘and her sunny focks jasor and the Argonat
Hang on her temples like a golden fleece’ (fines 168-16g) | on a quest to gain the
he is presenting Portia:

‘And many fasons come in quest of her.” (line 17

Extension

Read more about Cato, Brutus and ]asor§
effects do the references to Roman and ¢
Bassanio’s social status and that of the St

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 8 of 105
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Act 12 - "The will of a living daugh:

Here the audience is introduced to Portia and her waiting-woman, Nerissa, and to ts;;

Portia is similar to Antonio as both seem to be fed up. Portio’s first words are ‘M
waorld’ {fine 1-2).

Activity 7: Portia
1. Read the quotation bel

briia confides to Nerissa and re

My

O me, % ord 'choose’! Tmay
neither choose who [ would, nor refuse whom |
dislike, so is the will of a living daughter curbed

by the will of a dead father. s it not hard,

Nerissa, that I cannot choose one, nor refuse none?

(lines 1g-21}

7

ut?

What is Portian

ii\cti/oity 8: Paived

G think the pros and cons are of the unique arrang
w to note down a balanced response.

Pros of Portia’s father’s request Lons of Po

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 9 of 105
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i“ﬁxcti\;’ity o Ceeate o Mind Ma,p with You as a Divector

Create a mind map of ideas on how you would stage this scene if you werg

director of anew stage production of The Merchant of Venice. Consider:

% How you would set the stage.

% What important parts of the scene you think it would be important £
audience to be aware of,

€  What different props Portia and Nerissa ¢
pictures of various suitors might :

% What you would like thg

iwly use. For exan
[ty e, :

hen delivering the scene.

Fxtension

In Shakesp! time only males were allowed to appear on stage; there
young boys. What do you think the effects of this would have been on the

Now consider the two females in costurme as boys. How would vou prese;
would you have them behave (e.g. cogquettishly)? :

?f’xc‘ti,oity 10 The Structure of the Scene

1. Why did Shakespeare use prose, rather than poetry for speech betw
Portia and Nerissa. Why did he use ‘you” and not "thou’?

Why do vou think that Shakespeare finished the scene with Portia an
MNerissa discussing Bassanio, and what etfect does this have after Po
mocked her other potential suitors?

3. How does Shakespeare create tension at the

B2

1 of this scene?

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 10 of 105
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Act 1.8 = The Pond

The first port of Act 1, scene 3 sees Bassanio visit the lewish moneylender, Shylock,
the two porties, for which Antanio will be beholden and whose character is brous

merchant enters, prompting a barrage of biblical references from the moneylender. S,
refigious differences and towards prefudice and stereotype

?f&c‘ti,oity i S@Ly{ock

heaeveals Shylock’s ¢

1. What do Shylock’s very

you, a
{fines

2. How would you advise an actor to deliver these lines?

fA(;ﬁh)i,ty 12: Pairved ?qcthdtty: Shylockys Aside Gines 33-44)

An gside is delivered on stage to the audience; usually no other characters are g

In pairs, read Shylock’s Aside:

[Aside] How like a fawning publican he looks!
[ hate him for he is a Christian,

But more for that in low simplicity

He lends out money gratis and brings down
The rate of usance here with us in Venice.

If I can catch him once upon the hip,
Fwill feed fut the ancient grudge I begr |
He hates our sacred nation, gn
Even there where 1
On me, my bar,
Wi

Now, using Shylock’s feeling towards Antonio, hot-seat the character of 5
as Shylock while the other asks questions.) Note your questions and answi

Guestion 1

Shylock’s Answer 1

Question 2

Shylock’s Answer 2:

Question 3:

Shylock’

he start of the scene show abot
y with you, sell with you, talk with you, walk.
but T'will not eat with you, drink with you, nor pray wit

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 11 of 105
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?’-\ctivity 13: Shylock’s Character :
The first conversation between Antonio and Shylock takes place in this scey
conversation to reveal the underlying tension and hatred between them. B
Antonio distikes Jews and moneylending; however, he is forced to borrow s
Bassanio. :

> about Shylock’s ¢
Hage he uses and what it
ow you would present Shylo

1. Complete the table below based on what

Evidence

Shylo ‘Antonio is a good man.” (line 11)
easily "By sinterpret

his words to his T hate him for he is a Christian,
advantage But maore for that in low simplicity

He lends out money gratis and bhrings down
The rate of usance here with us in Venice.’
{(fines 37-4 ©)

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

2. Think about how he would be presented on the stage — what he
clothes he could wear. Bear in mind the way Jews would have been
century and how this could impact upon Shylock’s behaviour and rep

Note: The word “Jew’ was also a label for the stereotype of a profit-maker

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 12 of 105




i“ﬁxcti\;’ity 14 Ardonio and Shybck - I‘V'Iounﬁnq Tension

SHYLOCK But note me, signor-—
ANTONIC Mark you this, Bassanio,
The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose. (lines 8¢

1. Whatis the moral in Shylock’s Bible story and how
2. How does Antonio react to Shylock’s story

foes it link to his

Extension 5
gers of Shylock in relation to appearance

Antonio wams Bassan =
‘ 5. Antonio firstly tells Bassanio that Shylock is citis

appear to|

purpose.

Read Antonio’s words below and highlight the positive and negative ima,
An evil soul producing holy witness :
Is like a villain with a smiling cheek,
A goodly apple rotten at the heart.
O what a goodly outside falsehood hath! (lines gi-g5)

1. What are the effects of the contrasting images Antonio uses in relatios;
2. Why do you think that he warns Bassanio that Shylock is a ‘villain w

‘Acti\)ity 16 Shyiock’s Speech (ires 98-12D

Shylock’s speech enables the audience to become awa
Antonio. What are they?

of the different g

Cuotation How has Antonio

In the Rick ted me (line 99)

For suffrance is the badge of all our tribe. (line 102)

You call me misbeliever, cut-throat dog,
And spit upon my jJewish gaberdine (lines 103-104)

span my beard
stranger cur

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 13 of 105
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Activitv 16 A Different Side fo the Stoey

Read this scene and then imagine you are a reporter writing for your local
time. You have just finished an exclusive interview with Antonio regardi

Write up the interview as a newspaper article. Create a unique design and
give your article a catchy heading and try to make your writing as entertaiy

possible.

Remember to include:

4% Questions you may hav the interview, such as ‘do you
ick?”
% nio and how readers may view his opinions, {
hey knew Antonio was Christian and Shylock a Jew?
% teelings on Shylock’s speech?

?C‘xcti,k?ity 17: The Bond

1. Why do you think that Shylock calls the bond a ‘merry sport” (line 13
2. What does Shylock claim that his only profit shall be?

This scene finishes orinously with a pair of rhyming couplets:

ANTONIO: The Hebrew will turn Christian, he grows kind.
BASSANIO: I like not fair terms and a villain's mind.
ANTONIO: Come on, in this there can be no dismay,

My ships come home a month before the day (line

3. What effect do these lines have?
4. What do you think will happen next bah;

ﬂc‘cw?vi:y 18 PEE Weiting

1. After res
how ae introduces his character to the audience.
2. Howd hakespeare introduce his characters to the audience? Us
can structure your writing like this:

Point: Shakespeare introduces his characters to the andience i
Evidence: i ssisans
Explain: The line which I have chosen shows...

SRR

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 14 of 105
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Consideving Act 1

?f’xc‘ti,oi‘ty A% Settmg

Try to come up with several words to describe Venice and Belmont. In gro

you have written down to build a picture of these settings.

Extension

Complete the table with your ow ww you picture Venice an

strongly? Try to use quo ce) to support your points.

itis dream-like and f
Portia, the three caske
going to try and win

moneylending going on.

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 15 of 105
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i“ﬁxcti\;’ity 20: Themes

Working in a pair, match up the theme with the character pair
w. /4 how the theme links the characters in question. Note that one

Love

Friendship

Prejudice

Conflict

ntonio and Shylock

How%

Antonio and Bassanio

Antonio and Bassanio

Arntonio and Shylock

“Portia and Bassanio

Antonio and Shylock

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack
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i“ﬁxcti\;’ity 21 Act 1 on Film
Michael Radtord’s version ot The Merchant of Venice:

You may have the opportunity to watch a film or scenes frorn a film versi¢
the play. The questions below focus on how Act 1 is presented in the film;

1. What are the etfects of the opening of the
Comment oru
aiout fews at the start of the film

2. Describ w Antonio’s and Bassanio’s friendship is presented. Is ity

Activity 22 Portia's Introduction :
Compare your own thoughts about Portia’s character based on Act 1, sceri
in this film version. :

Use this table to help you analyse her character:

Wy thoughts based on the text

Appearance

Status

Personality

Media Ta :
Pick one of the following characters and create a Facebock protile for then
Portia, Nerissa, Shylock.

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 17 of 105
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Act 1 Quotation Worksheet: What d;@es;

| : TO da[ Cuotation What do

Your mind is tossing o re unhappy because yo.

ships at sea.

He lends out money gratis
and brings down the rate of
usage here with us in Venice.

In Belmont is a lady richly

feft.

The will of a living daughter
curb’d by the will of a g
father

There be land rats and water
rats.

God made him and therefore
let him pass as a man. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

I have disabled mine es*

But lend it rather to thine
enemy.

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 18 of 105




Act1 Quotation Worksheet: Who s

Fill in the table by following the example provided.

Todoe/ :
»»w[ Quotation

Who said it?

Such a want-wit
sadness makes of me
I have much ad :

knowing

His means are in
supposition.

I remember him well and
remember him worthy of
thy praise.

The devil can cite scripture
for his purpose.

Somet\ m her eyes |
did receive fair speechless
messages.

My little body is a-weary of
this great world.

Had I such ventures forth,
the better part of my
affections would be with
hopes abrogy

I will f98 fat the ancient
grudge I bear him.

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack
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Act 1 Quotation Worksheet: Finding th\

Find quotations in Act One to find evidence for the faii@wmgé

To do
m\,,j Statement

| know Anto

Antonio’s ships are at risk at sea. . R
To think upon his

lan to pay his debts.

Antonio disapproves of Shylock’s
moneylending.

Portia doesn’t like any of her su

Shylock hates Antonio.

COPYRIGHT
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Portia cannot choose her own
hushand.

ried about Antonio.
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Act 21 ~ Movocco's Avvival at B@Lim;.;

The Prince of Morocco is the fifth possible suitor for Portia. His arrival is mentior:
is the first suitor the audience is introduced to.

S

?‘Xctidv?nty 2% The Opemng to Act 2

Reread Shakespeare’s opening stage divectior siene:

nce of MOROCCO, a tawny Moor
with PORTIA, NERISSA, and their i'miné

ge directions create an elaborate entrance and emphasise
f Moroceo? Use PEE to write a response. You can structure
writing like this: :

of the Prince

Point: Shakespeare’s use of stage directions at the start of Act 2, sce*%"«’
entrance because... 3

Evidence: o ‘

Explain: The line which I have chosen shows...

Point: Shakespeare emphasises the status of Prince of Morocco by..

EVEHENCE  “rerieiiiievicccrceeeeeennnnnnassene e e e s e e ecccennnnnens ‘ 5

Explain: This line shows...

%Xctwity 24: Movocco

/

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

.

2. Canyou think of

Other: a
1 Vernice,

i postcolonial crificism) used to vefer to all that is alien or jo

1, Moroceo and Shylock clearly stick out as different or other.

Postcolonial criticism: in liternture, the term posteolonialism is used to des
beginning of the period of colonisation {e.g. the start of the British Empire). P
literary criticism of this gerire,

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 21 of 105



Act 22 Lines 1 to 92) -
It is a wise father that knows his own o

This scene begins with the comedic character, Launcelot Gohbo, o servant§
nonsensical monologue, explaining and justifving his reasons for wanting to lea
Gobbo, Launcelot’s father {(who is haif-blind) enters th ‘e, asking the whe
therefore, that of his son.

ﬂ(;twi,ty 95 Launcelot’s M

setfect do you think Shakespeare is trying to.
auncelot and the way in which he speaks in thig

fA(;‘cih)i:i:y 26 Slfmkespecwe’g Use of Maiapcapism,s

Malapropisms are words confused with others for comic effect. Usually,
because it is very similar fo the one which he is looking to use. Canyou fi
this? Use the table below. ’

Hint: Gobbo uses them regularly, but what are the words which he should 5

Guotation Correct s

Activiby 27: Humour :
What would Elizabethans find amusing about this scene? Make a list of a
Priscuss possible ways of staging this part of the scene to add comedy.

Extension
How de different interpretations of the play do it, and how true did you i

iéxct.ioity 928 Lawncelot and Shylock

Launcelot does not name his master but instead calls him ‘the Jew” (p. 37)

S

Reread Launcelot's words below:

ent? Give him a halter! I am
th my ribs. Father, I am glad you ar
2risassanio, who indeed gives rare new liveries: if
1as anry ground. O rare fortune, here comes the ma

I serve the Jew any longer. (lines 85-g2) '

My master’s a very jew. (i
you may tell every
presen OF.

aint

Highlight the different reasons why Launcelot eventually chooses to ieave%
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Act 22 Lines 93 to End) - Bassanio and

After Old Gobbo realises that the young man to whom he is talking is in foct his 5
be Launcelot’s new muaster.

’Jﬁxcﬁpﬁ:y 29 Bassanio and Grationo

1. . How are Launcelo,
fudice against Jews?

2 y wax‘;'w.t to take Gratiano?

3 change his mind and agree to take Gratiano?

4 relationship between the two Venetians like?

Activity 30 Puns
This part of the scene is full of puns.

Pun: A joke which relies on the different possible meanings of a word or words i
sound atike but have different meanings. '

Shakespeare created humour through his use of punning and word play,

Gobbo: Here’s my son, sir, a poor boy—
Launcelot:  Not a poor boy, sir, but the rich |

an... {lines 100-%

Launceiot’s refererce to “the rich jew
driven and moneylenders. 1t]:
Christians as this tim

Extension
As opposed to malapropisms, puns are deliberately used by characters. W
perspective of ore of the characters from this scene and include new puns.
Shakespearean audience would understand, for example "lie” could mean

someone’. Think about what characteristics you are trying to emphasise v

ST

fﬁ(;‘ciwi,ty 3t S’fﬂge Vevsion

Get into groups, with one of you as the director and the others as the acto
would if it were a new stage adaptation. Think carefully about how the lig
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Act 2.3 - Jessica

This very short scene hetween Jessica and Launcelot introduces Shylock’s daught%e

relationship with him through her plons to leave with Lorenzo.

Acti/oity 32: clessica

e fediousness’

Point: :
Ldenee: B . R e,
Explain:

Write a diary entry from the perspectiv
relationship with Shylock. It could star

Dear Diary,

I awoke this morning to yet another d
father's house. Why do | stay here?...

2. How do you think, from what we alre
would describe his relationship with |

Why does Jessica to leave her fa

tiodern twist.

Activity 35 lemes Mind Mop

Suit - This word introduces perhaps the most important theme of the text
next two scenes. Examine the various and layered meanings of the word

Inheritance and Heritage — Another key theme of The Merchant of Venice

is this particularly important regarding the plot of this play?

Create a mind map of themes that are prominent in The Merchant of Venic
provide evidence for yvour point and explain what etfect Shakespeare is

For example, one meaning of the word ‘suit’ is a costume, or way of dress. 7
costuming and disguise we will later see with Portia as 1884,
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i“ﬁxcti\;’ity 36; The Women in The Merchant of Venice

Compare and contrast Jessica and Portia in the play. Focus on the similary
between where they live, their relationships with their fathers and their di;

love. Try to use quotations (evidence) to support your ideas.

R

Similarity

Where th
) ere they Difference
live
Quotation
Similarity
Relationship
with fathe
Ctuotation
Simillarity
Dilemmas in
relation to Difference
fove
Guotation
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Act 24 ~ The Masqueva&e

Gratiano, Lorenzo, Saloring and Solanio are planning their evening ot the rrf
Shakespeare commonly uses in his plays: that of appearance and reality. A my
involving dancing, disguise, music and masks. Launcelot enters with a letter from:

fhiow she and Lorenzo will elope.

?f&c‘ti,oity 7. Jessica and Lovenzo

1. How will Jessica and L

2. Whatnews doe it her letter about her disguise?

Extension

Morality is another primary theme of the play. How does is come
across in this instance?

’Acﬁ,oity a8 Weite Your Own Scene

Imagine Shylock overhears this conversation between the Venetians. Wr

confronts Jessica about her relationship with Lorenzo and their plans to el

characters’ dispositions clearly come across.

Extension

In pairs, act out your scenes in front of the rest of the class. Note downw

similar or whether there are any differences.
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i“ﬁxcti\;’ity 39 L(mguﬂzg@

Armotate and analyse the scene below:

1. How does Shakespeare create a tense, suspenseful atmosphere?
2. Why do you think that he is trying to create such an atmosphere?

SCENE IV. The same. A street.

Enter GRATIANO, LORENZO, & anid SALANIO

LORENZO away in supper-time,

ise us at my lodging and return,
in an hour.

GRATIANO  We have not made good preparation.
SALARING  We have not spoke us yet of torchbearers.

SALANIO ‘Tia vile, unless it may be quaintly order'd,
And better in my mind not undertook.

LORENZO Tis now but four o’clock: we have two hours
To furnish us.

Enter LAUNCELOT, with a letter
Friend Launcelot, what’s the news?

LAUNCELOT Anit shall please yo
this, it shall =

iand: in faith, ‘tis a fair hand;
whiter than the paper it writ on

the fair hand that writ.

GRATIANQ  Love-news, in faith.

LAUNCELOT By your leave, sir.

LORENZO Whither goest thou?

LAUNCELOT Marry, sir, to bid my old master the COPYRIGHT
ew to sup to-night with my new master the Christian.
Jew to sup to-g Y PROTECTED

LORENZO  Hold here, take this: tell gentle Jessi
{will not fuil her; speak it privat
Ga, gentlemen,

Exit Launcelor

u prepare you for this masque tonight?
Fam provided of a torch-bearer.

SALANIO Ay, marry, Fll be gone about it straight.

SALANIO And so will 1.
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LORENZO  Meet me and Gratiano
At Gratiano’s lodging some hour hence,

SALARING  Tis good we do so.
Exeunt SALARING and SALANIO
GRATIANG  Was not that letter fro
e all. She hath directed
ake her from her father’s house,

hat gold and jewels she is furnish'd with,
hat page’s suit she hath in readiness.

LORENZO fm

If €’er the Jew her father come to heaven,

ft will be for his gentle daughter’s sake:

And never dare misfortune cross her foot,
Unless she do it under this excuse,

That she is issue to a faithless few.

Come, go with me; peruse this as thou goest:
Fair Jessica shall be my torch-beare 1.

Exeunt
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Act 2.5 -~ T have a father, you a &mmqh '

This is the first scene where the qudience sees Shylock in his home, in his role as r
a discussion between Shylock and Launcelot over the latter’s departure to work
father’s bidding. ’

f?‘i\c‘ciwi,ty A0 Shyl@dk’s E:}@elings

1. How does Shylock react to t atncelot’s departure?
What does Sh

Why

b

 do?

w

not want to go to supper?

4. How d¥¥ Shylock’s relationship with his daughter compare to ﬁPortia;

Extension
Rewrite the following extracts into modern English.

Shakespeare iy Me\

Tam not bid for love, they flatter me; / But yet I'll go
in hate, to feed upon / the prodigal Christian. (. )T

am right loathe to go; / There is some ill a-brewing

towards my rest, / For I did dream of moxn

tonight.” (lines 12-17)

Activity 4 The Divector's Role

This scene shows us the interior of Shylock’s house. Design
the stage for this scene. Think about:

% How would you decorate it?

% How would vou make it look compared to Fortia’s?

% How important would you make the prop of the keys?

Media Task
Imagine you are Jessica and create an Instagram profile for her.

Which hashtags would she use? What typeo
post? :

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 29 of 105

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Act 2.6 - Lovers ever vun before the

The scene of the masque: Grationo and Salaring are waiting outside Shylock’s hou;
inside. Lorenzo arrives, late, and knocks at the door for his beloved. As the lovers

and informs Gratiano that there will be ‘'no masque to-night’.

Activiby 42 Which Theme?

1. Which major theme is devel

2. Towhat extent ica’s actions are immoral?
3. How k usﬁ%y her actions?

4. Whyh e masque been called off?

5. How is Jessica disguised?

6. Why do you think that Jessica is ashamed of her disguise?

&Axctwifty 43 Text Teansfoemation

Shakespeare is not only a famous playwright, he is also well k

4 particularly his sonnets. Study the form of the sonnet and re
Sonnet 18, below.

Extension
Write one from Lorenzo to Jessica using the template b

Helpful websites include:
YN http:/fenwikipedia.orgfwikifSarr

YT hitp:/ fwww.dummies.c ntent/writing-a-sonnet.htmi

ow [the letters in

Sonnet 18

Shall I compare thee fo a surmmer's day?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate.

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath ail too short a date.

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimmed,;

3%

And every fuir from fair somnetime declines,
By chance, or nature's changing course, untrimmed;

But thy eternal summer shall not fade,
Nor lose possession of that fair thou

Nor shall death brag thou wande;;
When in efernal lines t
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Activity Ak Coa’tunung
14

Imagine you are directing a modern-day version of
Luhrmarn did with Romeo and Juliet (which kept the
{then) modern setting of 1990s Verona Beach, dressin
Hawaiian shirts and using guns instead of swords).

% How would vou dress the actors in this sg

particularly Lorenzo’s and Jessic '
% How would their dress ¢
% How would the

sider their normal

other’s and from the other chy
Siiylock’s house be presented?

COPYRIGHT
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Act 27 - All that gﬁstevs s not go
Back in Belmont, the Prince of Morocco is making his choice of casket in order to

.’Ac‘ci,vi,ty 45 Movoceo's Solﬁﬁqu;y

1. Read the following lines; after rewriting it into oy

nglish, what do 8

Shakespeare

Lsind in fortunes,

in gualities of breeding

(lines 32 and 33)

This scene also touches on a theme of which Shakespeare was very for
nurture, a debate which comes up in several of his plays, comedies an

2. Isit Morocco’s background, upbringing and home that makes him th
nature as a man?

Q‘Xc*t’u\?%‘ty 46 The Casket Scene 5
How would you design the stage set for this scene? Remember that it take:
Portia’s house. :

%

Shown on stage or on fiinﬂé
hoint, consider Laurence Olivier's
dre put on a rotating table. (This may be
represente wheel of fortune, an idea popular throughout Shakes
works. Si Sut, it is a wheel to which someone is attached; the good ¢
lite are when the head is up, where it should be; the bad are when the boc

Consider ditferent ways in which
effectiveness of cach one,
film version,

upside down.)

Note: The staging of the casket test is very important and significant ﬂ’l}:‘()L%
symbolise values as well as the themes of appearance and reality, loyalty,
Remember that the casket choices are gold, silver and lead. They all have

’Ac‘ciwity 47 Portia’s Words

‘Let all of his complexion choose me so.” (line 61)

tds at the end of this
ter words siill be considered ¢

Why might P
membgrs
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Act 28 - Daughters and Duc&tsé

Solanio and Salarino are here fulfifling o narrator’s role, refaying the events of the
by the audience, and the consequences of them. Their narratives also cregie &
Shylock’s loss and his reaction.

f?‘i\c‘ciwi,ty 48 Solarie and Salaring's Woeds

1. What are the events they rela

2. What effect doe i the portrayal of certain characters?
3. How tion described?

4. Whom he seek support from?

Extension

1. Reread lines 12-24 (Solanic’s speech). Do Solanio and Salarino show :
What do they call him? Do you agree with them? Do you feel any sy
Remember that Shylock is followed by “all the boys in Venice” and rid

2. This is more or less the haltway point of the play. Why do you think &
summary-like scene here?

3. Give a brief description of Solanic and Salarino as characters. Are th
other characters?

4. ‘Let good Antonio look he keep his day, Or he

or this’ (lines 25 &
words ominous? f

Activity 49 News Report
One of the g

¢ 15 the wreck of Antonio’s ships. Write a sha
wrecks, re & that Antonio is well known and liked within Veneti
include d t the bond and what this means for Antonio. Include det
and where, and why they are important.
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Act 29 - ‘Amz*agon

Act 2 finishes back in Belmont, with a new suitor, the Prince of Arragon, making
fim feaving with two fool’s heads (line 75). However, to Portig’s delight, a
Venetion’s imuminent arrival...

fAc‘ciwi,ty 50 ﬂwag@n

1. Arragon, compared to Moro
think, Shakespeare :

anterpart, is only in the play £

3
N
=
?“_L
e
)
=
o=
i
)
e
5
o
~
o
R
Q
=
=3
‘;.L.J..
ool
=
P
-
=
=
o)
[032]
)
Q
iy
o
=
~
&
o

you fourid more effective. Also think back to when you first read th
him then and why?)

[ would portray Arragon as

Portia is prefented with unsuitable suitors (consider the word ‘suit’ in this
man is Bassanio, but she does not know for sure that he is on his way at i

Write a lonely hearts advert for Portia for an online dating website such

‘Actwity 52 W rviting o C&fﬂmngee

instalment of a soap opera comprises several st

The Merchant of Venice has many plot-twists throy
could be seen as a mini-episode, like soap opera.
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Coyr,si(ieving Act 2

?‘\Lcti,\?ity 53 The Theme of ‘Appew;’ance arud. Reali,t‘y '
Shakespeare explores the theme of appearance and reality in ;
“ such as mistaken identity and trickery take place. Z

anfindin Act 2, r

List as many examples of appearance and ¥
: air groups and add any to you,

and line number. Discuss your fir

Stretch and ¢
Use your xe.veples to create an ‘appearance and reality” theme boar:
here relatec is theme. You could put the examples, pictures of the chi
textures, costumes, or magazine cut-outs — anything that you feel is relate:

?A«Lctw?vty Bl Love

How is love presented in the play? Write your answer using the PEE fran,
the following:

7

% romantic love

{'0

g2
% desire/pursuit of a person or wealth
2 family love

N7

< love between friends

Examples:
Point OV 85 oo,
Fvidence: e85 T e

Explain:  Thes fat audience that .ovoicnnnnon.

Point: In Act 2 Shakespeare presents desire throught .o,
EVIenoe: /i
Explain:  This line shows that audience that ....conniinnn.

COPYRIGHT
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Point: In Act 2 Shakespeare uses............. ‘ sent family l.ov:fra
Evidence: “ .o, e

Explain:  This line she
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Point:

EVIdOIOe: /s
Explain:  This line shows that audience that ..o
Hints and Tips A
The PEE model can x¢ u to engage with the text. Follow the ste
worry abo in rong’ answer. Answers are valid as long as theg
Activity 56: tsiders in the Play

1. Now that you are familiar with the characters of Shylock, Morocco ar
compare how they are presented as sufsiders in the play, using the tab
Remember that if you find any appropriate quotations for your ideas
your notes too.

Shylock Morocco

Reason
why the
character
is an
outsider

How the
character
is
presented

Possible
positive
gualities

2. Do these characters have anything in common? If so, what are they? |
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i“ﬁxcti\;’ity 56: Act 2 on Film

Answer the questions about Michael Radtord’s version of The Merchant of
1. How is the Prince of Morocco presented? '

Is the relationship between Shylock and Jessica portrayed as you exp
What is effective about showing Shylock’s grief over the loss of his d

Do you feel any empathy with him? Z
4. Which character stands out the mosttoy

Rl

scene agai
COMParisor

Stretch and Challenge :
Now watch again the scene in the film when Jessica escapes from Shylock:
Lorenzo. You are going to focus on comparing how your thoughts about
relationship based on the text compares with the director’s interpretation o

relationship in his film. Use the following table to help you.

Wy thoughts based on the text

Use of language
{What do they
talk about?
What kinds of
images do they
use?}

How Jessica
behaves

How Lore
behaves
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Act 2 Quotation Worksheet: What d;@es;

Fill in the table by following the example provided.

] Todo/ :
S— {Juotation What doe

52

{ would not change this hue

_ hange the colour |
except to steal your

{ike me raore.

as ours appear
not faults.

Must I hold a candle to my
sharmes?

Tears exhibit my tongue.

Thy ha itained thy suit.

Give him a livery more
guarded than his fellows.

COPYRIGHT
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I think he only loves the
world for him.

ri nor give nor
hazard aught for lead.
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Act 2 Quotation Worksheet: Who s

Fill in the table by following the example provided.

To do :
R W[ Quotation

Who said i

What ¢

Mislike me not for m»
complexi

ince of Morocco

Don't dis :

The Jew my masterisa

kind of devil.

There is some ill a-brewing
towards my rest.

I am famished in his
service.

I must go with you to
Belmont.,

The lottery of my destiny
bars me the right of
voluntary choosing.

She hath directed. How [
shall take her from her

Cam daughter to
his blood

I am not to his manners.
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Act 2 Quotation Worksheet: Finding th\

Find quotations in Act Two to find evidence for the foiiowireg%

Todo/
s Do

Statement

Moroceo is boastful. z
In graces, and ¢

Launcelot %8 kes Shylock,

Jessica feels guilty.

Antonio cares about Bass

Portia doesn’t like Morocco.

Antonio might be in trouble.

Lorenzo loves lessica.
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Act 31 - Hath not a Jew ey@s?

Act 3 begins with Solanio and Salarino fulfilling their role as narrotors. They re
describing rumours that Antonio’s ship is wrecked. Shylock enters ond gives
speech. Tubal arrives ond speaks to Shylock. The conversation between the pair
character, especiolly as the scene ends with the moneylender leaving for the syn

ﬂc&%ty 58 dolanio’s Contmwt'mg Descrt o

1. Compare Solanio’s contra ons of Antonio and Shylock
start of this scene. o ‘the good Antonio, the honest A
(lines 10 oitylock “the devil” (line 17). What effect do the

ptions have? Why is Solanio biased? E

What Fa#® ppenpd to Antonio?

What is Shylock already hurt and angered by, at this stage of the pla

Who is Tubal?

Why does Shylock say that he is going to the synagogue?

ISLE

‘Acﬁ,oity 59: Shyh_)ck’s Speec}m
1. Amnalyse Shylock’s ‘Hath not a Jew eyes?” speech which reveal Shylo
point in the play. Speaking them aloud will help you to identity the

Consider, tor example, Shylock’s use of successive rhetorical questio
his speech: If you prick us, do we not bleed? if you tickle us, do we not
not die? and if you wrong us, shafl we not revenge?” (lines 48-51).

Y

This clearly portrays Shylock’s angst, anger and intg of character, es

Shylock’s speech
that... :
it will feed my revenge. He hath disgraced me, and

hindered me half a million; laughed at my losses,

macked at my gains, scorned my nation, thwarted my
bargains, cooled my friends, heated mine

enemies; and what's his reason? I am a Jew. Hath

not a Jew eves? hath not a few hands, organs,

dimensions, senses, affections, passions? fed with

the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject

to the same diseases, healed by the same means, COPYRIGHT
warmed and cooled by the same winter and summer, ¢ PROTECTED
a Christian is? If you prick us, do we not bleed?
if you tickle us, do we not laugh? if you poi
us, do we not die? and if you wrong 1
revenge? If we are like you
resemble you in th
what is b

hould his suﬁ”emnce be by
mple? Why, revenge. The villany you
teach me, T will execute, and it shall go hard but 1
will better the instruction.
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Writing Task 3
Rewrite Shylock’s famous speech on the previous page in modern English.

Hint: Take one sentence at a time and try to imagine what Shylock might

fkot’wity 60 Justice and Shyi@ck’s Spemh

How does Shylock’s speech link to the the
a pound of flesh from Antonio? Wh

“Why does he thi
ces he use? :

Extension
iew of Shylock’s character and our opinion of
grad on an Elizabethan audience? Is Shakespeare trying
character? If he is, how do we then justify his lust for a p

this would
as a persecute

iAxct.’wity & The x’)iﬂa'uxy you teach me [ will execute’ dine 56)

When Shylock says: "The villainy you teach me I will execute’ (line 56), so
this point in the play when Shvlock decides that he is actually going to ta
Do you agree? Write a response using PEE. The structure below will helg:

Point: Some critics believe that it is in Act 3, scene 1 that Shylock a
conditions of his bond. He says...

Evidence:  “The villainy you teach me [ will execute’

Explain: I think that this line suggests that...

Media Task
Watch this scene in the film adapt
scene? Can you imagine
any practical consid

Srchant of Venice. Is it shot
the way the scene would be sty
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Act 32 Lires 1 to 107 - DPassanio’s (}

This scene contrasts with the previous one as it focuses on jove rather than ha Z
conversation between Portio and Bassanio, this scene shows us the close reiations‘f
takes his turn ot the caskets. 5

f?‘i\c‘ciwi,ty 62: Portia’s Behaviour

How is Portia’s behaviour noticeably her behaviour towar

Stretch and Chatlen
Before the
this and w

“Shakespeare shows Portia and Bassanio as being:
ct does it have? Also, how believable is it, considering ti
Bassanio once and that was some time ago (Act 1, scene 2, lines 92-99)7

?‘E&C‘civi:ty G3: ﬂppearauce and, Rkedf.il‘cy

1. Reread Bassanio’s speech (lines 73107} about the role of appearance
whilst he 1s choosing one of the caskets. In pairs, pick out two quota
to this theme and comment on the effects of the language.

2.  Why does Bassanio choose the lead casket? How does this link to the
appearance and reality?

Extension
Portia’s and Bassanio’s speeches are similar in theirr
a speech from Bassanio and a speech from P
what comes across could or does imy

2

¢ yet they vary

- own choosing fro
relationship. (Keep an
e viclent undercurrent running:

(&)

language Bassanio uses, w}
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Act 3.2 Lines 108 to 218 - Bassanic amf

This part of the scene follows on from Bassanio preparing to make his choice and rev
consequences of it. There is also o paraileling of his relationship with Portia: Gratiano:

‘Acﬁ,@ii;y 64 Portia’s Submission

When Bassanio has chosen the correct casket Portia tells im: . that her g
yours to be directed / As from her lord, her governo " {lines 163165
Portia’s complete submission? What d ahou‘f the role of wo

at does the ring that Portia gives to Bassanio sy
swear to Portia with regards to the ring? :

?A«Lctw?vt«,f GG ?‘\pppm*amps

This is all about the deception of appearances, as Portia’s (presumably!) be
is to be found in the lead casket. Thinking on from this, what do you thin
like? Should he be handsome as any courtly lover should? Or, perhaps, s
ugly, representative of his values and his choice? Discuss the different eff;

RS

?Ac&vity 67! Coupies

Portia and Bassanio are one of many couples in the play. Complete the tal
otherwise) and think about how each works as a pair. Don’t forget to look

Couple . Effects/ Function

Portia an

and Bassanio Friendshi

Portia and Friendship; female r

Gratiano and Nerissa

Lorenzo and Courtly io

Antonio and Reiigioni

5 and S (Zomedyé

COPYRIGHT
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Act 32 (Lines 219 to End) -~ Antonic’s

Lorenze, Jessica and Salerio (o new character, o messenger, not to be confused:
with g letter from Antonio, a character who has been somewhat gbsent from t
conversation that ensues reveals more about Bassanio’s relationship with t
character and kindness. :

?f&c‘ti,oity 68: Mood
1. How does the mood ch
2. Whatn de

rrival of Lorenzo, Jessica and S

receive and how does he respond?

Activity 69: Classical Myths

We are the Jasons, we have won the fleece. {line 240}

Reread this section of the scene and, with a pencil, circle all the references
As you may have noticed in your reading of the play, this type of imagery

Stretch and Challenge E
Research one of the myths you have found here. Write a brief description
Shakespeare has employed its image where he has. How would this be pa
Elizabethan audience?

R

fActivi,ty 70 Antonio’s letber

1. What do we find out about Shvilock

se the language Antonio uses in this ley
it reveal about his relationship with Bassanic:

3. Rewrité®intonio’s letter as a Facebook post. Exaggerate the key aspet
affection for Bassanio and his melancholy. f

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 45 of 105

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Act 33 - But since l am o dog; beware n'\

Back in Venice, we return to the scene Antonio’s letter describes. He is under a;;;
Shylock’s bond. Solarino tries to reassure Antonio, bul, being an upstanding maorn,
of law’ {line 26). :

Activity 71 Shylock’s Character
Shylock’s opening words in this scene
not of mercy.” {line 1). What ¢

s already involved in
y te]l us about Shylock’s state of.

@ paragraphs about how Shylock’s character is presented
(pom‘c/evud@nm/explam) to help you structure an answer.

Focus on his menacing words *.since I am a dog, beware my fangs’ (fine 7) &
my bond’ (line 12) for your evidence.

’Jﬁxcﬁ,dbty 7% Antonio

1. How is Antonio’s character presented in this scene?

2. Why does he accept the bond’s consequence?

‘Jﬁxctimity T R@%nge and justice

The themes of revenge and justice

sprominent here, which m

you can fo

laws, stan ind even morality back then?

Spelling Task
Focus on Antonio’s speech at the end of this scene. There are several wor
unfamiliar to you. Close your text and, without locking, give the correct s

I. a commodity b. commodity c.  comunodity d.
2. a. impech b. impeach c. impeach d.
3. a gaoler b. gaoler c. goler d.

Then check your answers against the text.
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Act 3.4 - "We'll see our hushands before ‘they

Portia and Nerissa plon to follow their husbands and leave for Venice, where they 5
fawyers in order to help Antonio out of his predicament. However, they tell Lor
at a monastery owaiting their husbands’ return.

Activity 75 Considering Act 3, Scene 4

1. Whois Bellario?
Who is Balthazar

What
scene b

b

&s Portia ask him to do?

w

to do with the house while she is away? Comp:

4. What has happened to make Portia and Nerissa plan to disguise then

5. Why do they lie about where they are going?

6. How does Shakespeare add comedy to this scene and generally lighte
play has taken? ‘

Extension

Compare the theme of appearance and reality {especiall :
.. Scenes of Act 3, which prize honesty and reality. Focus ot
" (lines 60-77). '

Activity 76: Shakespeare’s Use of Comed
How does Shakespeare use comedl;
about their disguises.

1A this scene? You should re

Hints and specifically at how Portia pokes fun at men and their%
Stretch and Challenge :
Look back at Act 2, scene 2 — the scene involving Launcelot and old Goblx
comedy differ in #1755 scene from how Shakespeare uses comedy in the ear

COPYRIGHT
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Act 35 - You vaise the p‘cifce of p

This scene folfows on from Portia and Nerissa’s departure; Launcelot and Jessica o

fulfils his role as the fool of the play by joking and trying to lighten Jessica’s m
guilty for eloping. Lorenzo enters and, as Launcelot exits, we see the first real
only time the two are left alone together.

?f&c‘ti,oity 77 Launcelot’s T}\,Oug}nts

oy

.fo

‘ tut are damned.” (lines 4 and 5.
d why? Do you think that he is being s

% Lovenzo and dJessica’s Relationski,p

‘Actimty 7

and Bassanio’s relationship? Would we expect it to be any diff

Hint: Courtly love involved a set of conventions that were followed in the
potential lovers. Do an Internet search to tind out more information. :

’Acﬁoﬁty 79 Jessica

Lorenzo and Jessica’s relationship begins to be developed here.

conventions of courtly love, something popular in the sixteenth

1. Analyse Jessica’s emerging character, particularly how she feels rega
how would this be directed? In the Laurence Olivi
this scene is, in fact, left out. What does thi
relationship?

film, Jessicais
e to and take a

+3

Reread Jessica’s descriny lines 61-71). What does she th

iAxct.’wity :

Lorenzo an ica talk in poetry, something reserved for the aristocrati

formal situations.

% Rewrite this conversation between the lovers in prose. Keep the key &

think about exaggerating certain points. What would you choose to
% How would you describe how the other characters converse? Are th
differences from Lorenzo and Jessica’s conversational style? :
%  Why do some characters use poetry and others prose? Consider each
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?‘\Lcti,\?ity &1 The Dramatic Stouctuve of Act 8

Consbcleving Act 3

Look back over at the scenes in Act 3. There are five. List which scenes c<
contain hate, and give examples, in the table below. Do the themes link tc
particular? Is there anything which you notice in
this act? What effect does it have?

ar about the way

Lov

Leene S¢ene

ﬂctivi:ty 82 Act 3 on Fibm

Answer these questions based on Michael Radford's version of The Merch

1.

What do you think of the actor Al Pacino’s “To bait fish withal... spee
Did he present Shylock’s anger in the way that you expected?

Which scenes are intense and which are light-hearfed in this film ver

How is the relationship between Grat

How does the mood chan wrriv

al of Antonio’s letter to Bely

What is the effos g Bellario?
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Act 3 Quotation Worksheet: What d;@es;

Fill in the table by following the example provided.

Tedo/ Quotation

What do

We are the Jasons,
we have won the fleece

r wﬁa made
i she flew withal.

succesded in our

I say my daughter is my flesh
and blood.

50 may the outward shows be
least themselves.

ad ran in my
veins.

If vou prick us, do we not

bleed?

You that choose not by the
view

And chance as fair, and

choose as '

the world, you will
see ‘tis purchased by the
weight.

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack

Page 50 of 105

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Act 3 Quotation Worksheet: Who s

Fill in the table by following the example provided.

To fi@i;f Cluotation

Who said it

I live upon the rack.

But since I am a dog,
beware my fangs.

I would not lose you.

I give them with thi
ring .

You may partly hope
vour father got you
not.

I would not have given
it for a wilderness of
monkeys.

The Dus’ cannot deny
the course of law.
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Act 3 Quotation Worksheet: Finding th\

Find quotations in Act Three to find evidence for the fo!iowir%

I Ta do

g g

Statement

Portia has a plan.

Gratiano

Shylock doesn’t forgive Jessica.

Bassanio is concerned about Ant

Shylock demands revenge upon Antonio.

COPYRIGHT
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Antonio’s ships have been wrecked.

Portia loves Bassanio.
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Act 41 Lines 1 to 4D~
The Curvent’ of Shylock?s Cruelty

REs:

This scene, set in the courtroom, is arguably the most important in the ploy. It :
reveals the climax of the events of the ploy and the themes Wh{(:h Shaokespeare ki

fow and refigion.

‘Acﬁpity 83, S}L}ﬂmck in Ac

ped? Find as many examples as you can.
lock sworn?

3. What does the Duke ask Shylock to do at the start of the scene?

4. Why do you think that Shylock won’t explain why he wants his pou

5. Why do you think that Shylock won't express why he hates Antonio
scene 3, lines 34-43 he lists his reasons.)

6. How much money does Bassanio offer Shylock?

?Acttvity 84 Thermes i Act 4, Scene 1
Examine this section for the key themes of the play and complete the tabl
quotes for each theme. Next to each quote, record your ideas and any key:
stand out. This is practice for the ‘explanation’ part ¢ ‘

Theme Key Quote Keywm‘é}g
Justice
flercy
COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
faw
Religion
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i“ﬁxcti\;’ity 85 Hatred between Shy},ock and Antonic

Notice how there is very little exchange between Shylock and Antonio.
Examine the language both use to vocalise their hatred for the other, :
begirming with Shylock’s first speech through to Nerissa’s entrance. Look
for metaphors which may be concealing an ulterior meaning {such as ‘Whi
1) as well as the
w Antorio is
ylock’s nature to havea

wouldst thou have a serpent sting thee twice?” Shylock
Al

obvious insults and declarations of hatred.
resigned to his fate because he says
heart (lines 70-83). :

Hint: You

sider the effect of such things as imagery, nega
the repetit

e word “hatred’.

&“ﬁxcti\;’ity 86 ‘Moke vroom and let him stand before our face.

(50 back to the begirning of this scene. How do you think Shylock shoui.d%
that he is entering a roomful of Christians - enemies. Compare different .
line 16: "Make room and let hirm stand before our face.” '

R

Media Task A
Using Twitter, search for the hashtag #shylock. Hashtags are a way for T .
tweet together with lots of other tweets through using a shared and sear
What types of material come up in your search? Make a list of the differ
information that you come across. As a class, discuss your lists.

Extension ; :
Write a paragraph about what ve stilts tell us about Shylock’s ¢

thought and popular ¢
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Act 41 Lines 120 to 30D - A Pound o

Nerissa and Portia enter, disguised as a law clerk and doctor of laws respectiv
justice and offers Shylock the chonce to accept Bassanio’s money and to sove Ar
muade o refigious oath to see his bond fulfiled, to which Portio soys that God
punish us for them.

Activity 87: Portia, in Act 4

1. Whatis Portia’s male ne

2. Which other > play has the same name?

3. What? pact in her role as a lawyer?

4. How much does her role of a lawyer contrast with how she is percei

womarn? Consider the other characters on stage and the impact on ¢l

5. Shylock refuses 6000 ducats to have instead of his bond. What else d

Antonio’s life?

i’ﬁxctix’ity 88 Speukimg the Scene

Speak this section of the scene aloud, noting the effects of different aspe

'Ac‘civi:ty 89 ﬂpp@ara.nce ond Reaii,‘cy

How does Portia and Nerissa's entrance parallel Jessica’s earlier in the pl

Extension
Bassanio does not recognise Portia. This idee
Imagine that you are directing Portis

pted in the Elizab

eirlow would you make her:
2sent her appearance, voice and 1

1. Howd iakespeare build up dramatic tension in this scene? Co
then Portia and Nerissa (hint: focus on the dramatic irony of the aud
really are but the others characters on stage not knowing).

2. How do you imagine dramatic tension to be created when Portia say
bosom for this knife.” (line 241)7

3. How do you teel about Shylock refusing to have a surgeon ready for
pound of flesh?

4. Antonio seems to be prepared for death. He tells Bassanio: To fet th
wealth / To view with hollowed eye and wrinkled brow / An age of pover
/ Of such misery doth she cut me off.” {lines 265-260) . What does Ant

Activity 91 Debate
Essentially, Jews and Christiang,
between }udalsm and

e same God. Firstly, researc

outh? Is it right that there is such conflict between Jews

religions ar# milar?

nd then what it would have been like
: would have been for Shylock, can he justify w
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Writing Task

CLERK
[Reads:]
Your grace shall understand that at the receipt of
your letter I am very sick: but in the instant that
your messenger came, in loving visitation we

with fm, at my unpurt,umt}f to f H up your grace 5
request in my stead. [ beseech you, let his lack of
years be no impediment to let him lack a reverend
estimation; for I never knew so young a body with so
old a head. Ileave him to your gracious

acceptance, whose trial shall better publish his
commendation,

Rewrite the above using blank verse,

Hint and tip: you can use moderm English or Shakespearean English but r '
to have five pairs of de-DUM stressed syllables per line. For example, 11
aBOUT / a HORSE that WAS a BEAUty TO beH QY ‘

COPYRIGHT
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Act 41 Lines 302 to BEnd) - tTam"y a b

This brings fight refief to the dark tensions that have been bubbling under the st
o head during this scene. Portia hos found a loophole in the law that not only save:
in the process. :

?‘Xctiw?bty 92 Shyiockf& Dovnfoll

1. What does Portia ultimately anr
flesh? How is Shylock def,

2.  How would this
downgeR

thakes it impossible for
dre ways than one? :

mpare different ways of staging it and

Activity 95 ohylock’s Defeat

Shyltock is defeated and in anguish. In line 392 he says T am not well”. Hoy
Would he try and make a dignified exit or would he be visibly upset? Wr;
PEE (point/evidence/explain). Z

?Act’wity Oy nge&y

For a comedy, this is a very dark play; at times it even lends itself to bein
elements of The Merchant of Venice and how Shakespeare provides comic
below. Also consider why certain aspects of the language Shakespeare u
laces this comedy with so much viclence and tragedy. Can it still be call

Tragic Element

COPYRIGHT
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Act 42 - The Rinqs in Love and Se

in this very short scene Portia and Nerissa explain how they will leave Venice m

hushands, when Grotiono cotches up with them and gives something to Portio.

’Jﬁxcﬁpﬁ:y 95 Grationo anud Nevissa

1. What does he give her?
2. What does Nerissa the

Extension

Notice Gra
could say abou

laniguage irthis scene. What is the effect of it being so sp
t gender in the last few scenes as well as the more obvicus r

i’ﬁxctimity 98: Love and Sacrifice

Think about the themes of love and sacrifice and how it appfiies§
rings are a symbol for so much in the play - for love and for sa¢
should the rings be? Should they be simple and understated o1

family heirloom? Consider, in relation to this, what Jessica ha

Writing Task
This is a very short scene. Rewrite the dialogue in modem English. You
English or, if you would rather, you could try writing in another style. M

o e p _— . . nd e P - ) ] S
youth language or perhaps write as if you are from t} 30s.
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Considevimg Act 4

?‘\Lcti,\?ity 97 Shyiock n the Teial Scene

Act 4 is dominated by the infamous trial scene which is a turning point fog
vour feelings towards Shylock now that you know that he was prepared

the bond.

1. To what extent do, or did pa{ vy tor Shylock?

2.

3. What oM85u think will happen to Shylock next?

'Acti\?ity 08: Act 4 on Fdm

Clost any sympathy for him? Which poim%

Answer these questions based on Michael Radford’s version of The Merche

1. Is Shylock’s entrance how you expected it to be?

3

What are the effects of Shylock pulling out his knife as he says ‘Shall }

3. How does dramatic tension amount throughout this scene?

b

Media Task
There have been numerous adaptations of
courtroom scene differently. Co

Gt the theatre, most ¢

T

ine search to investigate diff

Extension
Now decid
entrances, &

i would stage the courtroom scene. In small groups,
s, props and how characters would behave. Once you

<

e

have a go at staging the courtroom scene according to your designs.

How does Shylock physically react to Antonio’s words that he must ‘bec.
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Act 4 Quotation Worksheet: What d;@es;

Fill in the table by following the example provided.

To dﬁ{ Quotation

1

What does i

Thou art come to
answer g ston

r opponent will show no me,

{ crave the law.

You may as well go stand

upon the beach and bid the

main flood bate his usual
height.

To do a great right, do a
little wrong.

Mercy seasons justice,

Pl take this ring from you

Y

Affection masters oft
passion.

I am well armed.
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Act 4 Quotation Worksheet: Who s

Fill in the table by following the example provided.

Todo/

| ed, Ciuiotation

Who said it?

I am armed to suffer
with a quietness of spiri

How
mercy,se

rou hope for
ndering none?

about to hapg

The quality of mercy is not
strained.

Of a strange nature is the
suit you follow.

Hates

he would not kill?

Let me have judgement.

A second Daniel!

I am a tainted wether of

the flock.
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Act 4 Quotation Worksheet: Finding th\

Find quotations in Act Four to find evidence for the fciiowinQ

Statement

at thou but lea
To the:

The Duke thinks Shylock will be

Gratiano dislikes Shylock.

Shylock prefers justice over mercy.

Shylock hates Antoni

Portia offers Shylock mercy.

COPYRIGHT
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Antonio is prepared to die.

MNerissa plans to take Gratiano’s ring.

5
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Act 51 Lines 140 129 - The -Fated

The first part of this final scene of the play begins with g conversation between je

to ifl-fated lovers from clossical mythology. Jessico seems to be dealing with he
father. The opening begins in Portia’s gorden, Belmont. The romantic scene cont
Stephano enters, bringing word thot Portio shall shorﬁy
musicians, to which lessica responds, | am never

Actividy 99 Music
U music be

the, i c;y on.." (from Orsino, Twelfth Night)
Consider &

etfects music would have had upon the staging of the play.

n. He returns o 3
néhear sweet music;

1ous Shakespearean line in relation to Lorenzo and Jessic,
does music play in The Merchant of Venice? Compare with Act 3, scene 2 (I

?“&ctwitfy 100 Andorio
Atter reading the scene, consider Antonio’s position in Belmont. Would
why? He had recently undergone the trauma of the trial. How would yo

Q‘Xcﬁuﬁfzy 101 meﬂy Love Tradition

Research the courtly love tradition, which was popular in Elizabethan tir
from your research below.

£

S

Stretch and Challe
How far d
speeches a
them to ot

Jessica’s relationship conform to the ideals of
-fated lovers from classical mythology — what does this
couples.
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i“ﬁxcti\;’ity 102: Launcelot’'s Wovds

‘There’s a post come from my master, with his horn full of good news

Consider this line from Launcelot and the impact it has upon Jessica. Wh

could the ‘sweet music’ (fine 6g) remind her of? Consider what Launcelot
words actually mean. He says ‘good news,” which obvigusly means bad
news for Shviock,

Hint: Notice how Launcelot is @
courtly love conventi :

ﬂ(:ti,oitjy 10

racter to speak in prose in this &

1. Courtly love is the now stereotyped idea of romance in the lofty sense
such as the woman as a goddess and a melancholy lover, who was 50
it resulted in a sort of love-sickness. Where can you see courtly love i

2. Write a brief scene where two characters display the ideals of courtly

modern time or Shakespearean time.

Media Task
Imagine you are Jessica. Write a blog post about her feelings and though

could write i the style of Shakespearean or modern English, she could be

Think about whether you would want to use any images.

Extension
Now imagine you are Lorenzo. Yo |

Jessica's blog. Write V
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Act 51 (Lines 130 to Fnd) -
Tl have that doctor for my bedfelle

The final act returns to Belmont which contrasts with the court scene in Venicé
Nerissa are seen to he bickering aside from the rest of the crowd. it turns out th
gave him on their wedding day. Nerissa claims, in an agiasitrickery, that her
Portio then asks Bassonio to see his ring. The w e cheir husbands, ref;
rings are returned to their fingers. As B Bassanio a letter proving

another for Antonio, giving almo happy ending. !

Briia’s words ‘So shines a good deed in a naughty world’ (line

relate to her actions in Venice?

2. What does Antonic’s letter say?

Activity 105: A Happy Ending?

Why might the ending not be happy for all? Although some characters m
think about the play as a whole and why certain characters may not have
would expect from a comedy.

‘Acti,oﬁzy 108 The Last Port of the Scene

s. Gratiano gete%
o, Shylock, Port.
closing lines, as his char.
d with Gratiano? 5

1. Consider the very ending of the play and how i
may not have expected as the protagon
scene does not allow for Shylo
why does Shakespea

P2

you think? Do you think he is trying to make the play less of a comec

Writing Task
Rewrite Gratiano’s words into modern Englishe

Let it be so: the first inter'gatory

That my Nerissa shall be sworn on is,

Whether till the next night she had rather stay,
Or go to bed now, being two hours to day:
But were the day come, I should wish it dark,
That I were couching with the doctor’s cler
Well, while I live I'll fear no other thi
So sore as keeping safe Ner
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Coyr,si(ieving Act 5

?‘\Lcti,\?ity 107: The Prd of the piuy

1. Whatis the tunction of Act 5, which consists of just one scene?

2. Which themes are explored in the final act?

3. Whois missing from Act &, and why?

‘Acti,oﬁzy 108: Reflecting ¢
Now that v, i

- play consider Antonio’s character. What are |
overall? K ¢ positive and negative qualities which Antordo has st
Swap your &imnpleted table with a pariner, and add your own ideas to yo
back. What conclusion can you make about him, based on your notes?

Antonio

Positive Qualities Neg.

Extension COPYRIGHT
Now consider your response to the following question: “Is Antorio a self- PROTECTED
want to look at your list, consider his relationship w
start of the play.

i Tisssanio and his my
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Act 5 Quotation Worksheet: What d;@es;

Fill in the table by following the example provided.

TG&?( Quotation

What

50 shines a good deed in a
naughty world

ve mercy is rave.

i upon the forfeit.

Let the sounds of music creep in
Our ears.

The sweet wind did gently kiss
the trees.

idition of their blood.

A kind of boy, a little scrubbed
boy.

Stealing her soul with many vow

We have been praying for our
husband’s welfare.
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Act 5 Quotation Worksheet: Who s

Fill in the table by following the example provided.

) To dg_fﬂuotaticn Who said it? What are

Were you the doctor,
and I knew you not?

Bassanio realises
the court scene wa

I am the unhappy
subject of these
quarrels.

Silence bestows that
virtue on it.

fwase
it ayter him.

Fwill become as liberal

as you.
COPYRIGHT
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I once did lend my
body for his wealth.

No woman had it, but
a civil doctor,

5
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Act 5 Quotation Worksheet: Finding th\

Find quotations in Act Five to find evidence for the followin

Statement

Bassanio will arrive in Belmont

Portia is dd inted with Bassanio.

Antonio’s ships have arrived in Venice.

Dangerous men dislike music,

Gratiano gave away Nerissa's ring.

COPYRIGHT
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Portia and Nerissa were the lawyers.

Antonio s Bassanio will be faithful to
Portia.
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Whole Text Activities
The Representation of the Je

One of the obvious major issues of The Merchant of Venice is the represent
Jews we come across in the play: Shylock, Jessica and Tix
play and Tubal as his sidekick, although moders
as a victim. However, Shakespeare prosuns |
sympathetic to her and she is '
conversion to Christi
is, at the erypus

al. Shylockis
°5 are More SyI

“din a much more favo
&2 only character that doesnot g
i questionable, would have been seen
supposedly reformed character.

o

Shakespeare was not the only playwright to use idea of the Jew as the vil
{born in the same year as Shakespeare) wrote a play called The Jew of Mal
Shakespeare based The Merchant of Venice.

Reseavch, ‘Acti,oity

Complete the following sentences and answer the questions about Jews iny

‘2

i Inizyo, Edward I declared the Jews a threat to the country and declared

in public.

b

What happened to the Jews in Engl

Y

The Jew of The

5. What plague were the Jews said to be responsible for in the 159057

6. Jewsin Elizabethan England were Himited in what work they could do. Wh

7. Ouiwardly, Jews had to conform to Elizabethan religion, which was whaz%

8. Who was Rodrigo Lopes and what did he do which may have inspired the%

s were a caricature, with hooked noses and what colour wig:
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The Elizabethan Era

Look at the table below and fill in the blanks.

Event

Elizabeth I becomes Queen of England

Shakespeare is born

Spanish

The Globe Theatre opens

Extension 5
1. Think about the role of women in the late 1500s in England. Women |
rule their own lives. They were not allowed 1o b rtin formal ed
professions such as law or medicine. They onsidered to be w
How does this view of wo : with the way that Shakespe
Merchant of Venice? M

2. Whaty the original audience reaction when this pla;
Using  have learned about the roles of Jews and women in
that votrare a member of an Elizabethan audience. People would ro

in the 1590s and the theatre was a much more inclusive experience t
pairs, get into character as audience members and talk about your exg
then create viogs of your chats to share with the rest of the class.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 71 of 105




Characters

Antonio ;
Antornio is the merchant of Venice after whom the play is named, althoug
or not he is the protagonist, as he has so few lines compared to, say, Shy]oé
fairly passive in the plot. :

QOuestions
i, What are Antonio’s J.al.l.;ries?

1 the plot?

e his relationship with Bassanio and the impact this ha

4. Artonio, as we know from the very first scene, is unhappy. Why do <
valid to say that he is lonely? Although he is surrounded by friends i
seem to have any real relationship with the majority of them. '

Stretch and Challenge :
1. Complete the table below {which follows the PEE structure), finding ¢
Antonio’s character, and explain how each is effective, noting what k

Characteristic Quote
‘In sooth , I know not why I am so sad: A melanc
It wearies me; you say it wearies yu; shows Anf
Unhappiness | But how [ caught it, found it, or came However,
What stuff it is made of, whereof i know why:

fam tolearn,” (1.1.1-5

truth behis

Relationship
with Shylock

View of the

world COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Relationship
with
Bassanio

2. Altho > led {0 believe that Antonio is one of the ‘good guys’ '
justify Aew of him? Yes, he is a Christian, which, in Elizabethan
as an upstanding member of the community, but there are times in thy
in a very Christian manner. Perhaps, to an extent, he deserves the tre
unhappiness fortune has dealt him? Perhaps he has learned a lesson
Shylock in the play? :
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Shylock
Shylock is probably the most complex character in the play (and arguably, or
complicated characters). A modem-day audience, in particular, would have
Shylock. As a stereotyped image of a Jew, he is the underdog and persecute
pity for him. Yet he plays up to his reputation of a greedy, malicious man, w
him.

Cuestions
1. What are Shylock’s
2. Whaty |
3. Which

#es does Shylodk link to, and how?

4. Briefly describe his relationship with his
daughter, Jessica, and the effect this may have
upon his character and why he is the way heis.

Extension

1. How should Shylock be presented on the
stage? Should he be made to look like a :
miserly Jew, old or wealthy? How should he ®
be dressed — in drab “Scrooge-like’ clothes or
in rich materials? Compare the effects of
different ways of presenting him.

2. Complete the table below, finding quo! sat aspects of Shyloci
each is effective, noting what =

Greed, sg
Stateme
guestion
really me

\..precious, precious jewels. I would my
daughrer were dead at my foot, and the
jewels in her ear!’ (3.1.87-89)

Greed?

Wiew of Christians

Relationship with
jessica

Downfall

Faith

Hint: Look carefully at Shakespeare’s words to decode their meaning
Is it possible to justity Shylock’s treatment of Antonio? Especially con
were generally treated in Shakespeare’s time. Is Shakespeare making
merely using the social stereotype of a Jew as a scapegoat and as awa
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Bassanio
Bassanio, the best friend of Antonio, is the character around whom most @
centred. Reckless and irresponsible, he is the complete opposite of the m
recklessness and irresponsibility that the story of The Merchant of Venice wx
However, despite his flaws, he is loved, because he is a good, honest Chrig
way with words. :

Cuestions

1. List Bassanic's kevy 5 and values.

{'s action does he cause?

'ibe his relationship with Gratiano.

4. Compare Bassanio with Portia’s other suitors. How does he seem be
because of the very nature of comedies, we know that he will make th
lead casket, but why do we think he will do this?

5. Complete the table below, finding quotations about aspects of E?aass:aﬁ%*E
each is effective, noting what keywords reveal. :

Characteristic Guote

Developing
relationship
with Portia

‘In Belmont is a lady richly left,
And she is fuir, and, fairer than that word,
Of wondrous virtues, (1.1.162-4)

Yalue of
friendship

irresponsibifity

Attitude

towards COPYRIGHT
Shylock PROTECTED

Command of
language

6. Discuss the character of Bassanio. Although this play is a comedy, w
generally happy, Bassanio’s character has scope to be a relatively trag:
which could bring about his downfall (his hubris), but, in the course
about that of Shylock. Could Bassanio work as a tragic character?
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Portia
Portia, a beautiful heiress from Belrmony, is the heroine of the play. It
because of her that a predominantly tragic ending is avoided. Sheiscleve
witty and has a level of independence, as is shown by her outwitting of th
males of the play. However, this independence of character is stumped b

Questions
1. What are the main charactg rtia? (Think of both good an

]
>
w
w
s
)
=y
L
0
oY
-
@)
o
)
o ¥
3
v/
b
@]
=
=
b
2
0
oy
e
Q
=
o
i

3. Describ

Fxtension EQ /A

1. What do you think the effect is of Portia and Shylock never meeting (
as Baltharzar)? Women and Jews were both minority groups in Elizab
the monarch was a woman. Perhaps Portia’s character is a slight ech
independence and power.

2. Complete the table below, finding quotations about aspects of Portia’s
is effective, noting what keywords reveal.

Characteristic Quote

Relationship

- . { Mine own, Iwould say; but, |
with Bassanio g

And so all yours.” (2.

Yiews on the
casket test

Command of
language

independence

3. Doyous Portia’s father’s casket test holds back a portion of Porti :
way she behaves in front of potential suitors Morocco and Arragon, a;
she 1s with Nerissa, and then Bassando. Think about how her masquef
once she and Bassanio are married. (Also notice the similarities betwi:
word ‘portiont’.) E
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Jessica

Jessica is Shylock’s daughter, and she changes during the play. However

the level of this change is questionable. She seems to be the character wit
the biggest inner conflict and represents themes of guilt and morality.

Cuestions
1. What are Jessica’s main characteristics?

2. Jessicais part of two subplo y. What are they?

3. Describe Jessic:

sCene; ipful).

4. Compe
their relationships with their fathers and suitors.

Lorenzo

P with herself. {You will find her iatteé

sica with Portia. How different are they really? Conside

Lorenzo is fessica’s beloved, her suitor. As a character, he seems to have le

purpose being to explore and propel her character, which, in turn, helps to br;

Questions

1. What are Lorerizo’s main characteristics and how are they developed:

2. Describe his relationship with Jessica.

w

How {well) does Lorenizo function as a courtly love character?

4. Is it significant that Lorenzo and Shylock
with Jessica, that there are no rea!

Cratiano
Gratiano i
more abot

jor character than his counterparts, Antonio and B
comedy of the play.

Ouestions

1. What are Gratiano’s main characteristics?

2. What does he contribute to the plot?

3. Describe his relationship with Bassanio.

4. How is Gratiano a comic character?

MNerissa
Portia’s handmaid and friend, Nerissa co

goes beyond servant and mistress, i cir playful banter.

{uestions ;
1. What

2. What MNerissa contribute to the plot?
3. Describe her relationship with Gratiano. How similar are they in th
4. Find a couple of quotations in the text to illustrate Nerissa’s intelligen

eci? How believab

h through Gratiano. He is a comparison for both of th

o att as a sidekick. &
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Settings and Props

A setting is a location where major events occur. A prop is something thay
a message or a concept. :

1. Name the main settings in the play.

2. Look back at the text of the plav.

Extension

vo main locations dess

7

1. Whatg re’s use of language in the two settings tell you

2. TheV
Shylock grapple with ideas of mercy and justice. In groups, imagine
look like. Would it look like a modern courtroom? Or perhaps some
the setting as you imagine it to look; your drawings should include w
would use. :

1 courtroom is a central setting to the climax of the play.

3. Make small mock-ups of one of the central locations in the play usi.ng§
of your choice. :

4. Props are also important in theatrical plays. One of the most crucial 1:

concerns the rings given by the ladies to their husbands. Imagine tha
as a modern story. Would you keep the concept of the rings? Or wo
something else? If so, what? Think about thisand t

en, as a class, sh

&3}

The casket test also requires the props of
Fill in the table below: ‘

s made from thr

Casket Type
{Materiall

“Meaning Mo:

Gold

Silver

Lead

Hint: 1§ dern-day interpretations can be anything as long as the
original meaning. So, for example, you could use an i-phone (gold), ¢
fashioned nokia (lead). Each suitor would be asked to pick the phone
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Themes

Sacrifice, Love and Friendship '
Relationships are central to practically any play, but The Merchant of Venice.
friendship. The theme of friendship is important. Without the friendships
Bassanio, Bassanio and Gratiano, Portia and Neri, sstica and Launcelc A

said by Ant

Within the eye of honour, be assured,
My purse, my person, my extremest means,
Lie all unlocked to your occasions (lines 138-40)

Extension
Consider Christian love and sacrifice and how they are represented in the '
behaviour of the Chyistian characters, compared to that of the Jews. Thinl
may represent human sin and error while others could be the Jesus figure;;

Loyalty and Heritage

Lovalty and heritage, although they are part of t
history and perhaps even an obligation ¢ &
the female characters of the p
to all relationships, a1 :

heme, are also o3
more a familial tern;
1 the other hand, can be given

s not necessarily imply loyalty.

1. Createy 'd map of this theme, including key quotations such as ‘T3
lost,” (Jessica, Act 2, scene 5, line 57). Consider the differences and sir
heritage and how each applies to the characters in The Merchant of Ve

P

Consider the themes of loyalty and heritage in relation to Portia and Jessis
who wish to pass down some heritage to their daughters, yet the types of.
the women respond are invariably different. If you were in Portia or Jess:
react? Remember, though, that today’s society is very different from Ven
differences would there be in your behaviour between now and then, if y

Stretch and Challenge
Alot of Shakespeare’s plays include the nature vers

ture debate, whi

concerping her father remain sile

awire and her heritage.
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Appearance and Reality
The theme of appearance and reality in The Merchant of Venice is a slightly
minor theme than it is in other Shakespearean plays. However, itisstill ¢
prominent and something Shakespeare car’t seem to resist writing about,

22

especially in his comedies. Remember, as you discuss appearance and red

2. Gender-crossing disguises are often used by Shakespeare in his comeg
are an easy way of adding comic effect and confusion (especially as b
women, who then disguise themselves as menl). However, does the .
Merchant of Venice actually add any comedy?

3. The casket test is a good example of appearance and reality. Discus:
about this example {e.g. how it relates to other key issues of the play

Extension 5
Launcelot and Gobbo, the fools of the play, also take on this theme in Act 2
instance of confusion and deception with Nerissa and Portia’s use of the thy

Mercy and Justice
The mercy and justice theme goes hand

fih the other themes of &

characters in the play, as well as quotations which are particularly r
Shylock’s line, Act 4, scene 1, ine 144: 'I stand here for law.” Althoug}
this line questions the mercy of the law, and how just it is. If the law §
and his bond, can it really be called just?

2. Consider the opposites of mercy and justice - mercilessness and inju
The Merchant of Venice, even in the characters we consider to be ‘goo
the characters of this play as ‘good” and ‘bad’? In groups of four, de
‘bad’ character. Splitinto two pairs, with one pair arguing for this a

Extension

Religion plays a luage part in the justice of this
is what is morally right also just? Fi
the characters” lives and ho

n is obvicusly
thp play where justice
ay not be morally right in each sit
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Prejudice
Prejudice is another key theme in the play. It links particularly to Shylock.
Moroceo. To what extent do you think that Jessica suffers from prejudicet
she arrives in Belmont.

Considering Shylock and Prejudice in the Play
1. In what ways do the Christians show pre

airist Shylock? Rece
comment on it :

2. Towhat extent d¢ vaat prejudice is responsible for the hatre{

3. Towh§ 1t is prejudice against Shylock the motive for his revenge.
Stretch and Challenge

Shylock’s behaviour towards Antonio is morally unacceptable but we can see
the terms of his bond. He is treated like an outsider within his own city. Thrg
Shakespeare showed an awareness and understanding of the suftering which
you are Shylock’s defence lawyer and create a Prezi of his defence case. ‘

The Prince of Morocco ;
1. How does Shakespeare present prejudice against the Prince of Moroci

BN

2. Does Portia say anything which suggests feelings of prejudice toward:
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Ideas and Messages

Orne of the most important ideas and messages to come out of this play cog
be seen as the Christ-like self-sacrificer while Shylock is the demonic Jew.
face of death while Shylock is only concerned about getting his revenge.

In pairs, debate the following:

1. To what extent do you think e villain?

2. Can Shylock in
i Antorndo virtuous and blame free?

4. Does ariyone get justice at the end of the play?

Extension A
1. To what extent is The Merchant of Venice a play about religion? Drscus:

2. Balance is an important message in the play. There must be a balance;

friendship. Can you find some examples of balance throughout the pl.

Driscuss.

3. Write a review of The Merchant of Venice mentioning all the key themey

Stretch and Challenge
Imagine you are a blogging news reporter in the sixteen
pertormed for the first time and vou are writing
messages. You can write it in Shakestpzu

tern English.

5

century. This p:
Include all the ¢
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Relationships

Antonio and Bassanio

1. Some critics argue that Antonio is gay, and therefore he is lying when
he is not in love, because he is i love with Bassardo. What makes crit
particularly about language. A good scene to start zyith is Act 1, scen

2. Consider Antonio and Bassanio’s friend ndpare it to that o
Bassanic and Gratiano. Thereis eling between Bassand
and Gratiano, but conside anio and Antonio compler
each other. :

3. Thirks 10’s possible feelings for Bassanio, and Bassan

rhis friend, how would you direct a scene between the
with ACES, scene 1, the first and last scenes of the play. Would there
and Bassanio’s relationship following the events of the play? Ifso, h
across to the audience? Think about tone of voice and use of langua
language might tell us what is unsaid between them.

Bassanio and Portia

1. Consider how Bassanio and Portia’s relationship develops, from Act
Act 1, scene 2, where we hear each of them describing the other, to th
love it Act 3, scene 2 and reunion in Act 5, scene 1. Shakespeare ma
close the lovers are, but what language tells us this?

2. Describe brietly how vou, as a film director, would direct the actors |
Bassanio in the above mentioned scenes. What actions and body lan
from the words on the page?

Portia and Nerissa

1. Portia and Nerissa are ra one — they are always seen tog

2. What e®¥tly is Nerissa's function in the play? What does she bring
Consider especially Act 1, scene 2 and Act 3, scene 4.

3. Consider these two characters in relation to how Shakespeare presen
in the play. You should also refer to Jessica when considering this.

Shylock and Jessica

1. The audience never sees Shvlock and Jessica alone together on the st
between them (Act 2, scene 5). What does this lack of interaction say
Although this is made obvious by Jessica’s speeches about her father
use staging and actions to emphasise aspects of a character and their

2. Towards the end of the play, Jessica seems to show a little remorse a
{Act 3, scene 1), especially as he is now in his need. She reali
Because of this, do you think Jessica’s § sentment toward
previously led to believe?

Extension ;

Imagine A 110t the ending to The Merchant of Venice, but that?

even a mir 1. What would you have happen here between fessica

of either a siche either between them, or two scenes — one with Jessica, the:
their relationship, and what you think Jessica should do. Include in your ¢

use, the setting and any props you think would add to the scene.
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The Writer's Use of

Languag |

1. Language Close-up

Shakespeare’s language is rich and dense with different linguistic te
led E
e big tip when ¢
tloud. The playsw

{

and detail. The language, although technically ca
very remote from the language that we use t¢
slowly and carefully and to try sayiy

often, the language only cor en it is spoken.

Take a scene from

How many of these terms can you explain?

v speaking it aloud. What do youno
nguage and the techniques that Shakespeare u

arly Modern

Soliloguy Pun Malapropism
Prose Rhetoric Simile
Extension
Find examples in the play for the following techniques:
Technigue Quote

Heroic language

Venetian plain speaking

Soliloguy

Blank verse

Prose

Simile

Writing Task
Rewrite the following into modern Englishe

ANTONIO

fn sooth, I know not why I am so sad:
It wearies me; you say it wearies you;
But how I caught it, found it, or came by it,
What stuff ‘tis made of, whereof it is horn,
Tam to learn;

And such o want-wit sadness makes of me
That I have much ado to know myself,
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Form and Structure

1. Canyou match the terms to the definitions?

Act

The final unravelling of the

Scene

Stage directions

Soliloguy

Al Slot that runs alon

alfy events of the pla

‘The culmination of the plol

information given to actor

Large sections of the play {

Small subsections of the pi

A speech given to a solitar

In what ways do you think the format of a play is different from a no

special? Think about factors such as the structure, the lack of narrato

costumes, the stage directions and how they canbe interpreted, and t

few paragraphs about this topic then share your ideas in small group
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Answers

Pre-reading activities
1.

The Characters’ Language
The characters in Venice use plain language - they use prose instead of blank verse v
ciass and their concern with the material details of life. 5

The characters in Belmont use very stylised figurative language. Morocco uses hero
metaphors. Portia speaks in the courtly high-society style of biank verse and her lan

Act Activities
Activity 1 :
1. Antonio could be sad because he is worrindy tety of his ships, the wi

2.  Venture: the verb i o forth), a commercial business venture, to ve
Opiniorg &, enice is concerned with characters venturing forth
ventur :

3. Antoni ot strongly deny that he is in love.

4. Salarino concludes that Antonio is sad because he is not merry.

Extension

Shakespeare has given them the initial roles of news reporters and summarisers of ¢
We now have the preconceptions of their being lower-class minor characters who a
fully developed characters in their own right. ‘

Shakespeare Biography Quiz
a) Stradford-upon-Avon
b} Elizabeth

¢} Anne Hathaway

d} Three

e} Hamnet
f1  Marlowe

g} thirty
h} Folio

i o0
joGl

k} Poi

Iy Bubonic
m} Fire

n} Tragedies
o} Histories
p} Comediss
q} Cthello

r} Won
s} Sonnets
t}  Venus

The brainstorm should include averything that the student knows about Shake
of birth, where he lived, his marriage, his haing a playwright} and about this pl
Italy, the date of first performance, the fact that one of the main charactersisa
Venice is a city within [taly. Atthe time of this play, Venice was an independeng;
that is famous for its canals, gondolas, ice cream and bridg 5
Mind maps can include anything about Judaism. Topigug
a history of persecuition, Jesus and the Jews. thy
kosher, Israel, the Holocaust, peopt :
Venice is romantic but also e
are lots of fourists. '
rural tol
and m “this does affect our understanding of the play: Venice is th
while ¥ is the place of courtly love and flowery language.

This is a very personal question and credit should be given for any justified res
positive; it is very common to find Shakespeare’s language tricky to understand
include things that relate to all of the student’s feelings about Shakespeare’s pla
constructed is up to him or her and credit should be given for any justifiable po

i traditional ]ewish§

fost at sea and he will lose monev, erhaps inlove, but Antonio de
Ultimately, he is sad becausy; Iry.
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Activity 2

1.
Shakespeare My Mo
Now, by two-headed Janus, f:fg ;ziiz(ﬁgﬁjé g;ﬁ
Nature hath framed strange fellows in her time: i °
Some that will evermore peep through their eyes, , e
N ) : e of these compan
And laugh, like parrots, at a bag-piper; :
- P p it eyes and laugh at
And other of such vinegar aspéct,
;}ZZJ{;Z{ éilgot show their teeth And they will have suc
B that they won't show ¢

2.

3. janus is %¥Shicient Roman god of beginnings, transitions, time, doorways and
two faces to symbolise the start and end of things; he lnooks forwards and backv
Shakespeare used this reference to display a knowledge of classical thought tha
in the English Renaissance; his audiences would likely have understood the ref

Activity 3

1.

Shakespeare My Mo

I hold the world but as the world, Gratiano:
A stage where every man must play a part,
And mine a sad one.

{lines 77-79}

Gratiano, the world is
world is like a stage an
play their designated r

2. Antonic’s words suggest that he views himself as merely a pawn in destiny’s bi
over events in his own life, and that he feels sad with his lotin life. :

Activity 4
1. Bassanio's plan is to go to Belmontand w
2. Heneeds Antonio’s help to pav.fo
3. Antoniocaw'thelphimb
4. Antonio agy

Belmo

eiress Portia in order tci
to Belmont. 5
3 money is tied up in his ships.
iind some credit in Venice, to borrow some mon

Portia. :

Activity 5 % '
Friendship is very important here; it is friendship that drives Bassanio to ask for An
to obtain some money on credit for Bassanio's voyage.

Extract or Quotation How does it reveal th

Bassanio
Example:
I pray you, good Bassanio, let me know it; :
And if it stand, as you yourself still do, Antonio is willing to help Bai
Within the eye of honour, be assured, offers him unlimited financi

My purse, my person, my extremest means,
Lie all unlock’d to your occasions.

In my school-days, when I had lost one shaft,
I shot his fellow of the self-same flight

The self-same way with more advised waich,
To find the other forth, and by adventuring
I'oft found both: I urge this childhood
Because what follows is pure j

They have been friends since
the same whole, they are trué

h,
: if vou please
that self way
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Activity 6

Bassanio’s description Effe

We know that she has

‘.. a lady richly left’ {line 160} COmEOTE

‘And she is fair, and ~ fairer than that word - We understand that @he
Of wondrous virtues.” (lines 161-162) f

dlere, Bassanio compa
Cato who was a famous;
Brutus, one of fulius Cag

‘Her name is Portia, nothing undervalued
To Cato’s daughter, Brutus’ Portd

Bassanio is referring t
& jason and the Argona
:s fike a golden fleece’ (lines 168-169) a quest to gain the pri
presenting Portia as a

‘and hers
Hangonh

Here, we realise that s

‘And many Jasons come in quest of her” {line 171} to win her hand

Extension

The classical allusions (references] reveal that Bassanio is an educated man of a so
aware of such classical stories and can use therm to refer to contemnporary life. Shakb
understood Bassanio to be of a socially educated class due to his knowledge of thes
society was being rediscovered in Elizabethan England due to the English Renaissa

Activity 7
1

Shakespeare

0 me, the word ‘choose’ I may

neither choose who  would, nor refuse whom I dislike, -
s0 is the will of a living daughter curbed :
by the will of g dead father, Isit notl
Nerissa, that | cannot choose o :
{lines 19-21}

s,
Iy

My thoughts and fee}
and thwarted by my

=

Nerissa, don't you thi
choose or refuse my

2. Portiai

13ppy about not being able to choose her own husband.

Activity 8
Pros of Portia’s father’s request Cons of P
He knows her well and has put a lot of thought into his It is an arbitrary way
test, as Portia’s entire futu

Her original feelings might change over time and are not | Itis a gamble that mig
a good indicator necessarily of future compatibility. up with the man to whe

Her suitors might appear to have a good personality but | Portia does not have th

Her suitors might appear to ha o Portia does not have COPYRIGHT
& test truly shows their true inner personality. ushand, something ths
consider essential. : ?RQTEQ?EE

might be inlove §

This is an objective test that removes the emotion from
the situation.

Twao suitors might have
would have been paire
knowing that others
chaoice,

This is a fair test that hopefully guarant
match for a life partner for Portia
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Activity 9
Mind maps can include anything about the direction and staging of the new productig

Students should think about how they would set the stage. Credif should be given m
should be aware of the importance of the test in deciding Portia’s future and the diff¢
props should be given credit. Stage directions should also be given credit. :

Extension
Usually, when young boys played female parts, the effect
concept of reality for the duration of the play.

ic. [talso required%

Credit should be given for any portrav d Portia: coquettishly, manly for ¢

Activity 10 5
1. Shakesn her than prose to show the upper-class status of Pg
speak v use a higher social level of language. However, he uses ‘vo

informea% nship between therm.

2. Shakespeare ends the scene with Portia discussing Bassanio so that the audien
mind, she still thinks about him. After Portia has mocked her other suitors, this
might be considering Bassanio as a genuinely serious option for a husband.

3. Shakespeare creates tension at the end of the scene by leaving things on a cliffh
at the door?

Activity 11
1. Shylock's first words at the start of the scene show him to be interested only in m
2. Anactor could deliver these lines in several ways. They could be said dramatic
religion, they could be said sneeringly as Shylock looks down upon Antonio, or
tike a list of termms and conditions. Credit should be given for any justified answ

Activity 12 :
Students should read the aside aloud in order to get a sense of the rhythm and sound
There are lots of questions that could be asked. Credit should be given {or any justifii
include: f
(3: Shylock, why do you hate Antonic?

A: He is a Christian and he does not charge §
(J: Shylock, are you pldmimg to gair;
A: If an opportunity arises L:

. hi@ is ruining my busine
onio through this bond?

Activity 13
1.

Evidence

‘Antonio is a good man.” (line 11}

Shylock leads others
easily to misinterpret
his words to his
advantage

Thate him for he is a Christion,

But more for that in low simplicity

He lends out money gratis and brings down
The rate of usance here with us in Venice”
{lines 37-4 0}

would t
Antonio
for reasc

Shylock uses the
literal meaning of
words to confuse
others

‘Ho, no, no, no, no: my meaning in saying he
is a good man Is to have you understand me
that he is sufficient.” {line 13}

Shylock
meaning

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Any other points adeguately justified with quotes shy oiven credit.

of Shylock on the s.’tagaE
v, Shylock could be portrayed

2. Creditshould be given for any justifia
considered untrustworthy in th
Or he could be bold in X
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Activity 14

1. The moral in the Bible story is that, if there is a natural struggle to achieve a ne
matters atong. This fits with Shylock’s interests of lending money to people so

2. Antonio reacts to the story by calling Shylock a devil and correcting him in that
helped the ewes and rams to breed, rather it was the hand of God who was direg

Extension
An evil soul producing holy witness
is like a viflain with a smiling cheek,
A goodly apple rotten at the heart.
O what a goodly outside fals

1. The contrasting images b

and how he realls

2.  Hewary

differe

%1 highlighting the tension within Shylo

at the audience cannot fully trust Shylock
e, although Shylock might smile and appear to be oné
Bassanio is more naive than Antonio and less able to see thre

goodlind 1te reference to cheek also foreshadows the trial scene and the de
Activity 15 A
(Juotation How has Antonio
In the Rialto you have rated me {iine 938) He insulted him.
For suffrance is the badge of all cur tribe. {line 102} fews must suffer as Shy

You call me misbeliever, cut-throat dog,

And spit upon my Jewish gaberdine {lines 103-104) He has treated him bad

You that did veid your rheum upon my beard
And foot me as you spurn a stranger cur He spat on him and kick
{lines 109110} f

Activity 16
Credit should be given for any imaginative content.

Activity 17
1. Shylock calls the bond a ‘merry Sport hag
WIH elthel have 1t back or hav

-is a fun game; he loses i
Ant@mo it is amusing to him o &
2HEdShip.
3.  Therhymingco trect of hurrying on the action. ;
4. Credit any relevant suggestions as to what happens next ?}EE%;‘\?

Activity 18 %
Credit should be given for any relevant and justified responses to how Shakespeare
Quotes and the PEE method should be used. 5

S

Activity 19 and Extension

Credit should be given for any relevant words and descriptions.
Activity 20 A
Love: Antonio and Bassanio, Portia and Bassanio - Antonio and Bassanio love each ¢
Bassanio are in love and get married.

Hate: Antonio and Shylock - Antonio and Shylock hate each other, Antonio hates Sh}é
Shylock hates Antonio because he does not charge interest on his loans and he has bé

R

Friendship: Antonio and Bassanio - they are best friends.
Prejudice: Antonio and Shylock - they are prejudiced agal
Conflict: Antonio and Shylock - there is a great dealy
and their prejudices towards each other
Activity 21

Credit should be ANSWETS.

Activity 22

Any justifia barisons should be given credit,

Media Task :
The character's Facebook profile should represent their character as shown in the p
Elizabethan or modern English. Credit should be given for all relevant profile conter;
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Activity 23
Shakespeare’s use of stage diractions at the start of Act 2, scene 1 creates an elabor
The lines chosen show that this should be a very lavish epic scene because of the us
Shakespeare includes these stage directions in order to emphasise Morocce's impo

Activity 24
1. Choosing the gold casket shows that Morocco values appearance over reality; |
opulence. jewels and gold, for him, signify importance i ty; therefore, go
social status.

Morocco's stage entrances are always

This emphasises his importa “of appearances.

2. He uses heroic languag
aceomp
as (th

and considers himself above others. His darks

Activity 25

Shakespeare is frying to show Launcelot as a comic yet divided character by introdug

a monologue so that he can speak through his inner thoughts about Shylock, how h

the absence of a narrator, this is an often-used device to tell the audience what other

It also has the effect of strengthening the devil/Shylock/Jew imagery. The use of prof

being a lower-class character.

directions show him to bi

¢ everything to classical myths. He accentua§

Elizahethans would find the following funny:

#  Gobbo being blind and not recognising Laucelot a
4%  Launcelot and Gobbo speaking over each
%  The puns on the word ‘suit’ - are
%  Any staging that highligh

Activity 26
Quotation Correct ¥
‘He hath a great infection, sir’ Affection
‘That is the very defect of the matter, sit’ Effect
Activity 27

110,
“tothing, efc.

Extension :
Students st “rdiferent stagings of the play and discuss how true they are:
for any relevy ussion points raised, Credit should also be given to students whi
staging being ™% Ue to the text’; it is arguable that this is not relevant in plays hecause:

have no concrete idea of what Shakespeare intended and, besides, his plays were a nf
actors changed the text and stage directions during different performances. The text

be more alive than the text of a poem or a novel.

il he feels his beai

Df exatnple, using masks perhaps or ug

Activity 28 :
Launcelot does not name his master; he calls him the Jew in order to distance himsel

calling him the Jew, Shylock’s entire complex individual personality is reduced toars
My master’s a very few. Give him a present? Give him a haliter! [ am vanishe;

teit every finger I have with my ribs. Father, I am glad you are come; give me,

Master Bassanic, who indeed gives rare new Hveries: if [ serve not him, I w

any ground. O rare fortune, here comes the man! To him, father, for Fam a

ionger (lines 85-92)

Activity 29
1. Launcelot's words are another exampile of C
has grace stemming from his belie

3. Hechan
4. Thetw

Activity 30
Credit should be given for any puns named.

Extension

Credit should be given for any relevant speech with any puns that work within the

N
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Activity 31 5
Students should get info groups and act out the scene. Credit should be given for ang
adaptation and delivery. :

Activity 32

Any answer using PEE should be given cradit but here is an example: :
We learn that jessica is unhappy at home and that she will miss Launcelot’s compan}%
‘Our house is hell, and thou a merry devil / Didst rob it of some fadiébusness’
This line shows the audience that Jessica dislikes her ie people she live
helievas it to be boring and tedious. Launc person to make things v

Activity 33
1. Any relevant diary wiven credit. For example:
Dear Diar

T hate
2. Anyrek houghts about how Shylock would see his relationship with Jessis
probably does not realise the extent of her unhappy feelings.
3. Jessica wants to leave her father because she does notlike him, she is bored and
she wants to marry her Christian lover. :

Activity 34
Credit should be given for any relevant note written from [essica to Shylock wheth er§

Activity 35

Any relevant mind map should be given credit. Themes could include: suif, inheri‘f:m%:;

religion and racism, balance, and mercy and justice.

Activity 36
Jessica

Similarity Th e:y' are both young women whao live '}"h 2 3’

Where they in laly, in feal
live Difference { Jessicalives in Venign: Portia
Quotation | Any relevs Any 1

. . Sitmilarity her father. Portiz
Relationship i a betrays her father. Portia

with fathe

@ i § Any relevant quotation Anyr

Stpilarity { jessica is in a dilemma about her love life. | jessi

Dilemmas in fessica knows whom she wants to marry | Porti
relation to Difference { and betrays her father to marry her and p
love chosen suitor, father

Quotation { Anvrelevant guotation. Anyr

Activity 37
1. Jessica and Lorenzo will elope by leaving her father’s house laden with gold and

to disguise themselves. They will go at supper time while Shylock is out. :
2. lessica will disguise herself as a torch-bearer.

Extension
Maorality is portrayed here in quite a complex way. What Jessica is doing to Shylock,:
him to elope with her lovear, is completely immoral. She is betroning her father, the
wornen were required and expected to obey in Elizabe ; d. Yet this betra
betraying such a faithless Jew; Shylock, accordins ality of the play, does
even from his daughter.

Activity 38
Credit should by “yant scene. The characters should be like their chi;
Shylock shog ; ssica unrepentant, Lorenzo believing himself to be in the

Extension ;
The scenes should be acted out in front of the class. Credit should be given to stude
equally valid and that there are many different ways of interpreting and staging thi
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Activity 39 :
1. Ali relevant annotations and analyses should be given credit. Shakespeare crea

atmosphere through short lines, guick changes of voice, quick enfrances and ex
2. He does this in this scene in order to build the tension in the audience just befo

Activity 40

1. Shylock is happy to see Launcelot go as he will no longer have to feed him; he wi
harder master.

2. Shylock tells jessica to stay inside and lock the

3. Shylock does not want to go to supper beg
and feasting.

4. Jessica does not obey Shvi
fully agreeing with

& o1 his house and his po

act she betrays him. Portia cbeys he%
that he had her best interests at heart overal

Extension : :
Pm not one 1% nd friendship really but I'll go along to make fun of the Christian
don't really waht to go because I sense something bad is going to happen which will

because { dreamt of money bags last night. Z

Credit should he given for any sensible modern translation.

Activity 41
Any relevant answer should be given credit; the point is for the student to start thinkf
Media Task :
Credit should be given for any relevant Instagram profile, images and hashtags. Exa

Lorenzo, of hearts and flowers, of her father or Launcelot. Hashtags could include #1;
#lorenzo #gottago #movingon.

Activity 42
1. The theme of obedience and betrayal is developed in the scene as is the theme ¢
2. Thisis a question that demands a personal justitied response. Give credit for ag

4. The masque has been called off bec
5. Jessica is disguised as a torc!

Activity 43
Students sh

Extension
Credit should be given for any sonnets that fit the correct sonnet form.

Activity 44 :
Give credit for any relevant answers; the key idea is to get students thinking about s

Activity 45 :
1. ldeserve to marry Portia due to our similarity of birth, class, fortune, grace and:
Morocco puts a lot of emphasis on class and breeding; he judges people based G
appearances. 1t suggests that he believes that people are good or had through t
2. One could argue either way for the nature versus nurture debate for Morocco’s
is probably due to a mixture of the two; he thinks the way that he does about bi
birthright and class vet he continues in these beliefs due to the agreement of th

Activity 46
Credit should be given for any relevant staging idea

Activity 47
Portia is saying that she wis
not have to marry them
reality; she 25
50 overtly r:

rocco’'s complexion (ie. dark) would b
fave offended audiences because of her choosis
sefore she really knows them. 1t would almost definite

The Merchant of Venice Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 92 of 105

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Activity 48 :

1. Shylock commanded the Duke to search Bassanio’s ship for Jessica and Lorenza§
were seel in a gondola. Shylock was in the streets lamenting the loss of his mo

2. Shylock is now seen as a tragic pitiable figure. Antonio issesnasagocd manb
and Lorenzo are seen as fugitives.

3. Shylock’s reaction is described as dramatic and public.

4. Shylack sees support from the Duke.

S

Extension
1. They do not show Shylock any sympathy; §dvillain and a dog. Whe
vou have sympathy for Shylock guestions that require a justifie

be given for any such re
2. Shakespeare puts
happerny ¢

have happened offstage. They are not fully rounded characters.
4. The words are ominous because they foreshadow what happens with Antonio’s,
pay his bond. f

Activity 49 :
Credit should be given for any relevantly written news story that contains the relevay

Activity 50 :

1. Shakespeare gives him less stage time partly because he is less interestingas a ¢
because the plot is moving quickly now and so the action needs to keep moving

2. Creditshould be given for any relevant portrayals of Arragon. :

Activity 51
Credit should be given for any relevant lonely hearts ad. Example:
Lady WLTM Gentleman to sweep her off her feet and pass an odd test devised by he

Activity 52
Credit should be given for any relevant rewriti
Activity 53
Credit should be given for ary
bearer, the masgae].

stappearance versus reality (e.g the casket tg

Stretch ang
Credit shou ven for all retevant theme boards; they should be personal to the §
thinking about the play.

Activity 54
Credit should be given for all relevant PEE models.
Activity 55
i
Shylock Morocco
Reason jewish
why the Money-lender who charges From a f_orelgn fand
character | . . Dark-skinned
. interest
isan Rich Exotic
outsider

How the | Nasty
character | Unreasonable
is Vite
presented | A villain

yark-skinned

> L Seems Kindly
a sense of justice :

2. They are all outsiders; this is what they have in common.
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Activity 56
Credit should be given for any relevant answers.

Activity 57
Any relevant notes should be given credit. Their relationship is one of obsessive lo

Stretch and Challenge
Credit should be given for any relevant comparisons.

Activity 58
1. These different descriptions have the
perceived; they are at opposite ¢
general popuiatmn who

ing the different ways
Solanio is biased because he
gainst Jews and money-lenders such

2. Antonio’s & on the narrow seas.

3. Shylo angered by ]essica efoping with his money and jewe
4. Tubal v Venetian jew. :
5. Shylock hat he is going to the synagogue to meet with Tubal and an offices

be found immediately.

Activity 59
Credit should be given for any relevant interpretation of this speech. Shylock is say
any Christian man, and deserves to be treated in the same way with the same amous

Writing Task
Credit should be given for any renditions into modern English that make sense.
Example:
Atleast{ wili get my revenge. He disgraced me and hindered me half a million times?
mocked me when 1 made gains, was scornful of my nation, thwarted me when [ trie
go cold against me, made my enemies hate me more - and why? Because I'm jewis
organs, dimensions, senses, atfections, passions? Jews eat the same food, use the sa
subject to the same diseases, healed in the same way, feel the heat and the cold of thé
bleed if you prick us. We laugh if you tickle us. We die if yoy, on us. Andif you v&
we are the same as Christians in every other respec evenge like then
seeks revenge in the same way that a Chrls‘n onged by a Jew. You Ch
heing and now | wili execute it and

Activity 60
Shylock’s spe
the hands o
was signed
other way around.

justice in the way that he demands justice fo
~He beiieves he is justified in taking his pound of flesh as th
nio. He will have his revenge in the same way as Antonio would

Extension

This question demands a persenal justified response to the text; credit should be giv
does change the view of Shylock as a purely villainous greedy character; the fact that
gives him a motive for his actions and beliefs. Shakespeare is trying to evoke sympat!
for his pound of flesh due to his hatred for Antonio, which is Antonio’s fault for treati

It is arguable that Elizabethan audiences would not have felt much, if any, sympathy
banned in England at the time and they were seen more as stock characters than rea;
difficulf for people to have erapathy with their plight. 5
Activity 61

it is arguable whether Shylock decides at this pointor whetbc*r
answer should be given credit.

Media Task
Credit should be given for any relev

at was his intenti

Activity 62
Portia active)

o stay and be around her; she is warm and welcomi

Stretch an :
Shakespeare Stiows Portia and Bassanio as being close before their marriage by filling
language of love. They are alone together and speak intimately. This is not that beli
once prior to this. However, petrhaps Portia is being so overly passionate towards Bag
she wants him for her husband for practical, as well as romantic, reasons. In this way,
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Activity 63 :
1. Credit should be given for any relevant quotations which link to the theme of ap
Z.  Bassanio chooses the lead casket because he thinks outward ornamental things
what is inside is of any worth. In truth, things that are outwardly valuable oftery
is why he chooses lead; lead appeals to him more than the entrapments and fal
and silver. This shows that Bassanic understands the true value of things. Hel
appearances; he does net fall into the trap of thinking that gaudy objects or sho
worth. What is valuable inside is often plain and pu outside.

Extension
Credit should be given for any releva

Activity 64
ew hushand, as would have been expected in the
servitude and helpmeet to her husband. Students mightv
ty-first century ideas on the role of women are somewhat differe)

Activity 65
The ring symbolises foyalty and trust. Bassanio swears that he will never take the ri

Activity 66 :
Credit should be given for any relevant answer; the key here is to start thinking abm\i
Bassanio could be handsome or ugly; in fact, if he was not that handsome, it would ex
appearances. 3

;

Activity 67
Couple Effects/Function as a Pair
Portia and Bassanio inlove and marry
Antonio and Bassanio Friendship
Portia and Nerissa Friendship; female relationships
Gratiano and Nerissa intove and marry ‘

Lorenzo and Jessica
Antonio and Shylock
Solanio and Saleric
The Gobbos

Courtly lov

>dy

Father and son / comedy

Activity 68 3
1. With the®¥¥ival of Jessica, Lorenzo and Salerio, the mood becomes more formal
letters are exchanged and given.
2. Bassanio received the news that Antonio’s ships have failed. He reacts with sh
from his face. He tells Portia the truth about his financial situation and is despe

Activity 69
Credit should be given for all classical references and allusions that have been circleg

Stretch and Challenge :
Students should focus on one classical myth and research it. Credit should be given &
descriptions. Shakespeare employed these types of images to justify his work, writt
learning. Elizabethan audiences would, in part at least, have been familiar with such;
have had a large impact upon their understanding of the play. ‘

Activity 78
1. Welearn from Salerio that Shylock would not t
if he had it; he wants his pound GE fles
2. Thelanguage that Antonio uses iz
friends. The use of pro
3. Creditshounl

néy now inordertor

 Antonio reveals that the pair are
1 intimate relationship. :
m'dnﬂy written Facebook posts.
Activity 71
Shylockisn ind to be merciful; he wants his revenge.

Activity 72

Credit should be given for any relevant answers that follow the PEE model.
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Activity 73 :

1. Antonio’s character in this scene is presented as powerless, accepting, passive &

2. He accepts the bond’s consequences because he knows that the Duke will not
Venice, as merchants would no longer have any trust in contracts.

Activity 74 :
Credit should be given for any relevant textual references. In the sixteenth century,
incredibly different to modern times. Christian momhty was, 1 ent: this demand;
and showed mercy to each other. Revenge as a form seen as morally
often judge Shylock to have a point in wanting 0y ntomo in the 1500s §
He should show mercy and forgivene :

Spelling Task
i a
Z. ¢
3. a
Activity 75
1.  Dr Bellario is a prestigious Doctor of Law who is also Portia’s cousin.
Z.  Baithazar is Portia’s servant. She asks him to deliver a letter to Dr Bellario in Pay
garments that he gives him via the ferry to Venice,
3&4. Portia and Nerissa plan to disguise themselves to help Antonio and to show they
capable as men of being professionals. 3
5. Theylie about where they are going because, if their hushands knew of their plan
Women could not hold professional jobs in the 15045 and they were not expected;
6.  Shakespeare adds comedy to this scene through Portia’s play-acting the part of &
she makes about turning to men and through the idea of their husbands seeing i

Extension

Portia boasts to Nerissa that they will dress up and disguise themselves as men to s
justas good as any male professional. Although there are comedic undertones, this
earlier scenes of Act 3, which prize honesty and the realitv ¢ S over mere app
themseive-: shows that appearances can deceiv e, bu ely deceiving their §

Activity 76 .
Any ¥ G]CVomﬁ‘ quotatlo ' wakespeare uses comedy in this scene shoul

effect.

Stretch andy :
The comedy itEve is in the words that Portia says, the witty criticisins she makes of ¢
fact that they are going to trick their husbands through disguise. Although thereiso
main humour does not derive from punning. This is in direct contrast to the scenes &
where the main comedic elements were punning and wordplay. Although both sharg
types of comedy are quite distinct. f

Activity 77
Launcelot fears for Jessica because he worries that the sins of her father will come b<§
here but, rather, opening the way for the pun about Shylock not being Jessica’s true f§

Activity 78
Jessica and Lorenzo’s relationship seems to be more relaxed and open than that of P,
intimacy that allows them to act as friends.

Any references to courtly love should be given credit.

R

Activity 79
1. Jessica feels some remorse over he
2. Jessica thinks Portia is a verv ¢

that perhaps Portia

spuﬁse to the film should b(
om Bassanio is very Tucky to have
a little superior to others. :

Tfor any rewritten conversations. Some characters use poetr
distinguish t5g##T1al differences between them; only higher-class characters woul
other. Prose is also sometimes used when two upper-class characters are conversi

Bassanio - as this gives an impression of intimacy. :
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Activity 81
Credit should be given for any relevant responses.

Activity 82
Credit should be given for any relevant answers once the filma clip has been seen.

Activity 83
1. Shylock is described in many ways; credit should be giver
2. Shylock has sworn 1o have the due of his bond, ie. b
3.  The Duke asks Shylock to stand before the

and show mercy to Antonio.
4. Shylock does not feelthe n

should keep his word
5. Shylock

honou
6. Bassan$

oy any relevant ans
of Antonio’s flesh.
everyone what he den

reasons; the terms of the bond we

R

uest for the flesh to seem like petty revenge; he v»

Shylock 6,000 ducats.

Activity 84
Credit should be given for any relevant quotations and explanations within each the

Activity 85
The language used throughout the scene by Antonio and Shylock vocalises their hatrs
Credit should be given for any relevant examples.
Activity 86

There are many ways that the start of this scene could be directed. He could enter th
be defensively proud. Any relevant staging ideas should be given credit.

Media Task 5
Students should conduct the search and make a list of all the returned opinions, imag;
relevant information should be given credit.

Extension

The key here is to write about Shylock’s enduring le n-day popular cu]t%

Activity 87
1. Portia’s male name is Balthaz;
2. Portia’s male serva :
3. Inherrnlzssa’

4. Inher

eame,

ns the case for Antonio on a technicality. :

yer, she is recognised and valued as a professional with a lea)
she is 1 her femininity and her body. While the audience knows thatt
characters {including her husband} do net know. This sets up a dramatic irony
lot about how women were not perceived as capable of rational thought in sixt

5. Shylock also refuses to nominate a surgeon to attend Antonio after the flesh hag

Activity 88
Students should speak this section of the scene aloud, noting the effects of different 3
Activity 89 ;
Credit should be given for any answer that highlights the way the two entrances paré

Extension 3
Credit should be given for any responses that focus on how to make Portia’s disguise;
emphasis given to her appearance, voice and manners. f

Activity 50
1. Shakespeare builds up dramatic tension by reps
matters back to the words of the cour

st allowing Shylock

! acters discuss another
¥s to pave the way for Portia; the §
ot gives this part of the scene a drama

2 ; d when Portia says this line because the characters, |
g the flesh is about to occur.
3. response to Shylock’s refusal should be given credit. Although its

auidiences that Shylock would deny Antonio a surgeon, and perhaps Elizabetha:
shocked, it highlights Shylock’s vengeful nature, 1t alsc plays up to the stereotyy
fair to Shylock, this was not in the bond.
4. Antonio tells Bassanio that, at least by dying in this way, he will be saved the m}fts
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Activity 91
Any fundamental differences hetween Christianity and Judaism should be given cred;
be Jewish in Shakespeare’s time; Jews were banned from England and elsewhere we
Christians. Any relevant response regarding whether Shylock is justified should be
justify his actions, Shylock had taken a lot of abuse from Antonic, was very bitter, an
always been conflict between Christians and Jews; whether this is right or wrongis &
personal response. 3

Writing Task
Any rewriting into blank verse should be given

Activity 92
1. Portia ultimately anng;

is iflegal
Z. Credit!

8.,'
[
o
=
o
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=
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Stretch and enge

Credit should be given for any relevant responses.

Activity 93

Credit should be given for any relevant ideas, especially those that use the PEE mod
and upset or he could try to brazen it out. The key here is to start thinking about sta

Activity 94
Credit should be given for any relevant responses. For example, the tragedy of the
comic disguise.

Activity 95

1. Gratiapo gives Portia Bassanio’s ring.

2. Nerissa decides to try to get Gratiano to give her his ring.
Extension

(ratiano’s sparse speech has the effect of allowing the wome
indicate that men have fewer things to say than woin

3

ome more to the fé

Activity 96
Credit should be given for any re!

Writing Task
Credit shou

Activity 97 %

1. The extent to which one feels sympathy for Shylock demands a personal justifi
for any such response to the text.

2. The point af which sympathy might have heen lost is also personal but it tends
a surgeon.

3. What happens next to Shylock is a matter of conjecture and, as such, requires a
be given for all such responses. He could bounce back from this setback and ca
fact, converting could open doors for him in his future. Alternatively, his defea

Activity 58

Credit should be given to ali relevant responses.
Media Task :
Students should conduct an online search o find different stagings of the play. Being
should highlight the fact that the scenes can be interpreted taged in many differe

Extension
In groups, students should decide how
given for all interpretations and g

e this scene and actually go a

Activity 99
Musiccanc

for all relev nses about the role of music in this play.

Activity 180
Antonio might have stood out in this scene as he is a merchant and nota courtly chag,
Belmont. He could be presented on stage as thin, pale and weak, as he had just unde;
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Activity 101 :
Students should research the courtly love tradition and write down the key points. £
credit including:
4%  The man should declare his love for, and attempt to win, his lady from afar. ;
#  The woman must refuse at first until he has proven himself worthy of her love.
4 The tradition dictates that, after he is accepted, the lady devotes herself entireﬂ;%

Challenge and Stretch
Lorenza and jessica’s relationship conforms to the hi
heyond appearances, it is obvious that the WG th
despite their flaws. This is in confras

he woos her from afar befor #hing that She is to hlm.

Activity 102
Credit shouw
actually me

pivany relevant answer. The sweet music might remind her ¢
ere is bad news for Shylock.

Activity 103
Students’ own answers

Extension :
Credit should be given for any scene where two characters display the ideals of coury

Media Task
Credit should be given for any relevantly written blog post; the student should try to;
capture some aspects of her character. 5

Extension
Credit should be given for any relevantly written blog post; the student should try to,
capture some aspects of his character. 5

Activity 104
1. Portia believes that she has done a good deed in actin

shines out in a world of corruption and malue
2. Antonio’s letter says that three of his shipg @

wyer to help Anto

1ito the harbour loaded

Activity 185
Credit should be given fo
not have a hates

‘nd justified responses. Students should thif
¢is the obvious answer; he is forced to convert and
although m iz0, is perhaps still troubled with guilt over her conduct to
and Nerissa fages give the play the appearance of a comady, it can be argued
marriages not being truly happy. The fact that Bassanio and Gratiano gave away they
loyalty towards their new wives might not last.

Activity 106 ,

1. Credit should be given for any relevant response. Shakespeare perhaps chosa t
because the other major characters had afready spoken and had their ending d
concludes the play and puts the conventions of a comedy into place. Gratiano s
hints that he will try to keep his wife happy but perhaps he will not succeed. O
overly happy world of Belmont. Z

2. Creditshould be given for any relevant responses to the film’s ending but it doe
Jessica being left alone would be more tragic than the comedic Gratiano.

Writing Task
Credit should be given for any relevant rewriting. Herelisa
Solet this be how it is. The first thing that my [\ emsa
bed now, as it is two hours until daybreak.
with Nerissa. Well, while 'm alive

ple:
dis whether o stay

Activity 187

1. Act5reng
Shyloc

2. Theme d in the fmal ac_vt are: love, marriage, trust and Eoyaity(

3. Shylock i$ missing from Act 5. His story has already heen told.
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Activity 188

Credit should be given for any relevant qualities. Positives can include his love for B

his acceptance of his fate as being just. Negatives include his treatment of Shylock ai

Extension

Credit should be given for any relevant and justified answers. Antonio can be seen a
sacrifices (he thinks) himself for his friend. However, he has behaved very badly to &
respond to him as a character requires a personal response

Activity 169
Credit should he given for any relevant

The Representation of the

] ws in England in 12907 They were expelled; they wers%
of Malta is called Barabas. :

What plague were the Jews said to he responsible for in the 1590s7 The Black |

jews in Elizabethan England were limited in what work they could do. What twojobsc

pediar. ;
8. Outwardly, Jews had to conform to Elizahethan religion, which was what? Chri;
9.  Who was Rodrigo Lopez and what did he do which may have inspired the chara

Elizabeth I's Jewish physician who was executed after being found guilty of attey

have inspired the character of Shylock.

The Elizabethan Era
Event Year
Elizabeth I becomes Queen of England 1559
Shakespeare is born 1564
Spanish Armada

The Merchant of Venice written

The Globe Theatre opens

King James [ of England crow

Shakespeare dazs

Extension
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Any relevant ®%2] content should be given credit. Women had little power in sixtee

wornen would have led very dutiful lives at home obeying their male relatives. Inth
a different view of women. Portia, although she obeys her father’s wishes, is clever
courage to travel across the country. Nerissa and Jessica are also independent and g

Characters
Antonio
1. Antonio’s gualities are his loyalty, his commitment to friendship, his melancholic ¢
2. His main action in the plot is to sign a bond and borrow money from Shylock fos

3. Hisrelationship with Bassanio is one of friendship and love. This mellows his L\

Semitic merchant. :
4. Creditcan be given here for any justified answer. Antonio could be lonely; he has:
sad. Alternatively, some critics have suggested that he is in Jowe with Bassanio ing

BRRE

Challenge and Stretch

Credit should be given for any relevant res
Antonio is portrayed on the surface o
that. His treatiment of Shy
justified response shouly
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Shyleck

1. Shylock is a greedy money lender who wants revenge on Antonio for the year
Z.  His role within the plot is to lend Antonic money and then demand that the te
Antonio cannot repay him. He wants his pound of flesh.

Shylock links to the themes of revenge {with Antonio), and justice and mercy {
courtroom).

w

4. His relationship with Jessica was fraught but it is arguable that he helieved she §

betrays him, he is concerned about the loss of his m Iso the loss of his:

Extension
1. Creditshould be given for any s

giving him less compassi
2. Creditshould be z

ore ornate clothing would prob

vant quotations.

Bassanio

1.  Bassant
2. Much of tite plot’s action revolves around Bassanio. He is the one who asks Ay

voyage to Belmont, he is central in the casket test and in his marriage o Portia.

responsible yetloveable, passionate man. He cares more for the ples

3. Bassania is good friends with Gratiano.
4.  Bassanio is more suited to Portia because they are more alike than she is to her;
similar backgrounds and they have met before. They get on well and can mak
5. Credit should be given for any relevant quotations.
6. We could see Bassanio as a tragic character; he is terrible with money and sets
monetary needs. Yet he is such a comic and likeable character thatitishard ¢

Portia

1. Portia is beautiful, intelligent and quick-witted. However, she is haughty, sno

Z.  Portia has a lot of power and control in terms of how she behaves in the court
However, she still does not have control over the choice of her future husband. |
surrenders herself entirely to Bassanio.

3. Nerissais her handimaid and her friend. They are close andfhey share jokes.

Extension
1. Any relevant points should be given

just because the plot did not all
2. Credit should be given fr;
3. Portia's father's cosid

it quotations.

Jessica
1. Jessicas

Dendent, passionate and impulsive, She is brave and hold.

2. Jessica is part of the subplot to steal her father’s money and elope with Lorenzo%

in Belmont with the casket tests and the double wedding.

3. Jessica is bold and loves Lorenzo. Her shame at her father's dealings, combinedéé
her to steal Shylock’s fewels and money and elope. However, she never truly fog

her actions, {eading her to not like herself very much.
4.  Jessica and Portia are both strong independent women. Portia obeys her late {3

discbeys her father. They both obey their husbands, although Jessica gets to chy

Lorenzo
1. Lorenzo is loving and passionate towards Jessica. He likes music.

2

2. Heloves [essica for her strength and her beauty.

3. Heis friends with Bassanio. Lorenzo functions quite well as a courtly love char:
their love is deepé

like a lady, likes music and is very in love with her. Howev
well as friends and, in this, he becomes a deeperc
4. Perhaps it is significant that Lorenzo and Shyl
separate. Alternatively perhaps ti
that there are no repercussing
to demand reperct

ot; perhaps it says

Nt

pement. However, Shylock does

Gratiano
1. Gratia d, crude, fun and bold.
z to the plot by travelling to Belmont with Bassanio, marrying N

2 )
3. Heis friends with Bassanio; they have fun together.
4

Gratiano is a comic character because he makes lots of jokes, lots of puns, lots o}

references, and he creates a lot of mirth in the play.

ing that Portia and Shy'ié‘iz

be viewed in this way; it certainly fits with the

: mt dld not allow for their
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MNerissa
1. Nerissa is clever, witty, shrewd and foyal to Portia.

2. Nerissa acts as Portia’s shadow. She marries Gratiano and she dresses as a maré
3. 5Sheis earthy, as is Bassanto; their relationship works well despite Gratiano’s di

Credit should be given for any relevant guotations.

Settings and Props
1. The main settings in the play are Venice and Belmo
2. Venice is a place of work, conimerce and busi

t1s a place of relax:

Extension

%  Credit should be given

% Creditsho

% Credit

%  Youca
Credit s be given for any relevant prop concept.

%  Meanings: gold {(very materialistic), silver {quite materialistic), lead (humble}.
modern-day interpretations that correspond.

uotations.
courtroom designs and drawings.
ny mock-ups.

Themes
Credit should be given for all relevant mind maps.

Extension

Credit should be given for any relevant responses. Christian love and sacrifice are pres;

Bassanio so much that he is willing to sacrifice himself. Portia loves her father so muck

her own chotce of hushand. Some characters do, on the surface of things, appear to reg

example} and Antonio could be seen as a Christ-like figure. However, Shakespeare w
morality plays. He was exploring the complexity of people, how characters can embod;

Levalty and Herltage

1. Credit should be given to all relevant mind maps.

Z.  This question requires a personal response and ci
obey your father like Portia did or you might
mostly, that if you did disobey your,

ke Jessica did. The diff;

Stretch and Challenge

Credit should he giver it monologues. Students could consider Jessica’é

she regret t}
£asy was it 1%

Appearance and Reality

1. Credit should be given for all relevant mind maps.

2. The gender cross-dressing in this play adds little comedy. It is mostly done fo
Antonio to win the trial. However, some humour does come from the men not
are the lawyers who win the case. Dramatic irony is also created when the me

3. The casket test is a good example of this theme as it illustrates why people sh
worth rather than its outer appearance. Things that appear worthless are oft
People who appear quiet and humble are often more valuable people than tho
links with the theme of morality; those who are more moral are often humble

Extension
Credit should be given for any relevant comparisons.

Mercy and Justice
1. Creditshould be given for any relevant mind m;
2. Groups should debate Shylock’s true
sympathetically in the early nb
morally complex charact;
sign the bo
revensg

tion has divided criti
y. Shakespeare has, whether de
5 lain in that he will not back down o
10 had not been so cruel £o Shylock in the first p;

Extension

Credit should be given for all relevant instances where justice or the law has an imps

Examples could include Shylock heing forcefully converted and losing his money, an
the Duke’s decisions before Portia saves him on a technicality.

be given forall re
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Prejudice
Jessica suffers some prejudice to an extent when she arrives in Belmont.

Considering Shylock and prejudice in the play

1. The Christians show Shylock prejudice by calling him names, spitting on him, ai
Z.  Prejudice is largely responsible for the hatred between Antonio and Shylack; thy
prejudice against each other’s religion. Howeaver, although that is where the ha
over time through the actions of Antonio and the anger of& dylock.
3. Prejudice against Shylock is not the main motive f: Svinge. He wants reve:
Antonio has done to him. One can be preiy resorting to such horrd
and spit on Shylock.
Stretch and Challenge
Credit should nt Prezis.
The Prince ;
1. Shakes “presents prejudice against the Prince of Morocco through Portia's
2. Portia says that she hopes no one of dark skin will win the casket test. f

fdeas and Messages

1. Shylock is the villain to the extent that he behaves badly to Antonio in demandi A
refusing a surgeon.

2. Shylock can alse be seen as the victim. He is vengeful due to Antonic’s previous
and all he wants is to obtain the terms of the bond to which Antonio willingly si

3. Antonio is not blame-free at all. He abused Shylock and he willingly signed the

4. ltisarguable that no one gets true justice. Portia and Nerissa are allowed to ge
Lorenzo inherits money. {essica keeps Shylock’s money and jewels that she sto
is financially and socially ruined. Antonio’s ships come back in the end despite
Although the ending is happy for sorme, it is not just.

Extension :

1. The playis, on the surface of things, a comedy, and it} edic elements: cre
ending. However, underneath that, itis a play = nd mercy. Itis aisg
been cruel to Shylock, due mostly &
he could not pay.

2. Balance occurs thr
should be

3. There

Stretch and

Credit should be g given for all relevant blog posts

Relationships

Antonio and Bassanio :

1. Creditshould be given for any examples of close reading. Antonio’s love for Ba:
play; it is arguable that Antonin is in love with him romantically. ;

2. Bassanio and Gratiano are quite alike; Gratiano is like a cruder version of Bassa
quite different but they complement each other because of their differences. ¥

3. Credit should be given for any relevant directing of this scene.

Bassanio and Portia :

1. Thelovers are close. Credit should be given for any quotations that support this.

2. Credit should he given for any relevant directing.

Portia and Nerissa 5

1. Itcould be simply that Portia’s status ; aid at all times and that
without Nerissa. Al ernahvolv Jnight have done this deliberately
“\Ierlsxa mlrrom Portia

2” o
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Shylock and Jessica
1. This lack of contact time suggests that Jessica does not get on well with her fath
between them.
2. It can be argued that Jessica does regret her actions and did not perhaps hate hé
she did. It takes his ruin for her to realise her true feelings.

Extension
Credit should be given for any relevantly written scenes.

The Writer’s Use of Language
1. Language Close-up

Students sh@ufd ‘;peaif a note any effects or devices that are used%

racter speaking aloud while alone on stage.

Prose: A vpe of speech that mimics natural speech. 5
Pun: A deliberate play on words that have more than one meaning or which sot
Rhetoric: This is a broad term which includes many techniques, but it basically n\
certain sentence structure to increase the impact of a phrase for the reader. ‘
Malapropism: When the wrong word is used for comic effect. :
Simlle: When a writer comipares one thing to another using like or as. Itis usedé
different things which share one quality.
Blank verse: A formal poetic form where each syllable of a line is stressed on t}

each line has five syllables, creating iambic pentameter. :
Metaphor: When a writer describes two unlikely things as {iterally sharing a qu\
a metaphoruses xisay’

Extension

Credit should be given for any relevant examples of the

Writing Task

Credit should be given for any velev > is an example,

$ad. Tt's tiring for me and you say it’s tiring £
A I'don’t know what this sadness stems from. [ still ne
Swit that [ dow’t really know myself.

Antonio; In Lruth 1 don tE
when | starte
making me

Form and Structure

1.
Act Large sections of the play {akin to volumes in a novel} '
Scene Small subsections of the play {akin to chapters in a novel) Z
Stage directions | Information given to actors
Solloguy A speech given to a solitary character/actor
Plot The main events of the play
Climax The culmination of the plot COPYRIGHT

Dénouement { The final unravelling of the plot

PROTECTED

Subplot Alesser plot that runs alongside the v plot

2. Credit shouid be given for any relevant answer
novel. A play has no narrative voic
about settings, actions, etc. Ay
information. Setsan
interprefag
living 1§

everal sperific v
ner thoughts or motives of
evices such as stock characters a
so important. A play can be staged in ma
A play is intended to be performed, to be spok

Extension 5
Credit should be given for any relevant conversations about an Elizabethan audience
is unlikely that they would have had any sympathy for Shylock. The focus was likel
and the courtroom scenes in terms of cross-dressing.
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Appendix

Facebook Templates

\\\\\\

Add Photos/Video | {3 Cn

R

\\\\\ Update Status

B

Facehook status

Work and education

Relationships and family

About you

Living

ife events
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