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Teacher’s Introduction

This guide is designed to cover the whole of Macbheth in such a way as to prepar
begins with a brief summary of the plot and descriptions of the key characters bi
scene of the play in depth. It includes activities to aid student comprehension an
lead to group or class discussions, as well as written pieces of work Suggested

provided at the end of the pack.

¥ depth, including chara :
ents to see the broader pictur
oping their own personal respon

The next section of the guide considers th
themes and messages. These notes
think critically about the

i ored in detail with sections on language, form and
equip studs the tools that they will need to analyse language and techniy
uses fangua have particular effects on his audience {AO2). A glossary of tec
the resource) will help students to use the correct terminology when they write
Shakespeare is then explored against the baclkground of his times to give stude
Macbheth and its links to Shakespeare’s society and the world in which we live ¢

The write

Specification Information

This resource supports the exam board specification for Pearson Edexcel IGCSE.
board as a set text for Component 2: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Text
{examined} and Component 3: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts {courg

Component 2 is worth 40% of the total qualification. In this component candida E'
Modern Drama text and one Literary Heritage text. Component 3 is available as &
and also assesses 40% of the total English Literature qualification through two cd
set and assessed, and externally set and assessed.

The assessment objectives for this board 2
ADL Demonstrate a close kno

informed perso ol
ADZ Ang
AD4  Shd

derstanding of texts, maintaining"%ﬁf

uiﬁd!ﬂg of reiahonehips be?ween texts and the romexte ing

Guide section AGl AQZ AD4

Piot summary and key characters X

Scene-by-scene analysis h ¢ X X

Characterisation and relationships X X

Settings and props X X

Themes X X

tdeas and messagss X X

Language X X X

Form X X

Structure X X

Context : X

Glossary
Text Edition
The editio o write this resource is Oxford School Shakespeare:;
Shakespear by Roma Gill {ISBN-13 978-0198324003). For Component 2,
prescribad edition: QUP Oxford, March 2009 (ISBN 2780193324003},
Acknowledgement
ZigZag Education would like to thank Charlotte Drew for providing the griginal ch
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Plot Sui

The main events of a play or a novel — from the opening scene to

the end of the story — make up its plot. This plot summary gives
you an outline of all the important events in the pla

The play opens on a ‘blasted heath’ or
somewhere in Scotland, where?

and under what circu 2et again. They arrange to
mest with 2. coeth. The witches meet with him, as
arranged, riing home from battle with his fellow general
and close fi%e# Banquo. They greet him and pronounce him

Thane of Cawdor and ‘King hereafter’. Banquo is told that he will
be father of kings. They then evaporate into thin air.

Immediately after this, a messenger, Ross, arrives on the scene and
tells Macbeth that King Duncan has made him Thane of Cawdor in
recognition of his valour in battle. Macheth writes a letter to his wife :
at thair inverness castle informing her of the events. She immediately sets ph
throne for him. She persuades her hushand to kill Duncan that night when he
goading by his wife, Macbeth murders King Duncan in his sieep. f

He returns with the dagger to his wife and tells her he cannot face putting%
chamber. Lady Macbeth replaces the dagger and co the king’s drugge.

rs the dead king. Sus;
ng incensed by this. Macdu
ome suspicious of the whole busme;
“has worries about Banguo's lovalty to the de
s son Fleance escapes the ambush with his life.

Macduff, a nobleman, arrives at the
and Macbeth quickly kills them 4
king's sons Malcolm a
crowned Kiogs
hired assa

?

Lo

Banquo's ghost turns up at the bangquet later that night to haunt Macbetké
bizarre. He is the only one who can see the ghost. It causes embarrassmet
feast after making excuses for him. ~

R

Macbeth rules Scotland with a rod of iron, but he is still insecure. He knowii\*
against some serious enemies. He consults the witches again. They call up
him what is in store for him. Rather than this reassuring him, Macbethise
revelations. He takes some comfort from the predictions that 'none born ¢
physically, and he cannot be defeated until Birnam Wood comes to Dunsii
his enemies to the sword, starting immediately with Macduff's wife and ¢

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

4 forces with Malcolg
g Lady Macheth’s mind .
‘of the aftermath of King Duncan’s
> that he cannot be harmed or defeated
illness, he ar perturbed. Lady Macbeth commits suicide, am\%
takes it in e, and appears precccupied with his preparations for b¢§
approaching army, camouflaged by branches from trees in Birnam Wood

In England, Macduff hears of these atrociti
Meanwhile, back in Scotland, guilt is
steepwalking and reliving
secure in the witchas

During the battle, Macbeth realises the true significance of the witches'p
Macduff, who tells him that he was delivered by caesarean section, not bg
Macduff kills Macbeth and presents his head as a trophy to Malcolm, the §

Macheth IGCSE Pearson Edexcel Study Guide Page 2 of 63




Cct 1
Act 1, Scene 1

Location: ‘Open countryv’, a deserted forest or hilf in Scotiand,

o
k9

Summary 5
The three witches mest on a sto “in the open country to disci.
with Macheth.
Analysis ;
The openingseene of Macbeth is very short but it introduces us 1o three c
influential characters of the play — the three witches. The witches’ physicz§
small but they remain a constant and influential presence throughout.

This first short scene establishes the witches’ connection to Macheth, the
plan to meet. it makes the audience curious to discover who he is and als¢.
{1, i, 3) that the witches have been discussing. With this device, Shakespea
that he equips the audience with knowledge that Macheth does not have
throughout the action of the play, namely that the witches have an evil ph

Setting
The scene is set in ‘the open country’ in a storm and pr
device in which writers use the weather to refle

ovides a prime exay
d or emotion o}

When shall we three meet again,
In thunder, lightning or in g

This dark eather alerts the audience to the fact that the story
Stage directions
Thunder is noted in the stage directions in this and all of the scenes featut
witches themselves often refer to the bad weather conditions. :

Language and style A
The witches always appear as a group and are never differentiated betwe;
Each witch speaks a line, which is continued by the next witch to create a.
they sometimes speak in unison as if they know what the others are think

| COPYRIGHT
paranormal quality. PROTECTED

The witches’ language is a type of rhythmic in
appears in stark contrast to the mannered
that is adopted by most of the
also full of riddies and pa
and won’ {I.i :

as ‘... when the battle's lost
; audience in no doubt that they are
watching suvnormal creatures with their own bizarre 2.
values and % s. The witches refer to their two familiars,

Graymalkin and Paddock, and appear to answer their calls. This, in
itself, is enough to secure the audience’s impression of them as 3.
witches.

Macheth IGCSE Pearson Edexcel Study Guide Page 3 of 63




Act 1, Scene 2

Locarion: A soldier’s camp near Forres

Summary
The audience is introduced to King Duncan and his th
of Macbeth's bravery in battle and decides to 7

Analysis ‘
As the scene open sivand his sons meet a wounded officer an
battle. Thef® rm that Macbeth fought a close battle with Mac
Scottish a

forceg that he led, but that Macbeth was victorious. Ma A

The audience learns that Macheth is related to King Duncan: ‘0 valiant co
{1, 1, 24). This also shows that, at this point in the play, Macbeth is held in

The officer explains that the army immediately faced a new threat from th
launched a fresh attack. Macbeth and his fellow captain Banquo were not.
wholeheartedly and viclently to defeat their enemy. The officer is too wea
his story and so Duncan sends him away to be attended to by doctors.

Angus and Ross enter the stage and they are able to give King Duncan the§
for. They have come from the battle and inform Duncan that Macbeth hag
Norwegian king has been fined and forced to retrea also mention t

Characterisation
in this scene, Machet

important quotation because the audience will later reaiase that when E\/Ecg
Cawdor, he is as disloyal as his predecessor and pays for it with his life. Thy
Macheth has changed throughout the action of the play and how treache

Context (AD4) :
This scene provides the audience with an introduction to the social contex
that is constantly at threat from external forces, at a time when wars weri
battlefields. Men gained wealth, power and status from their prowess in &
for their misdemeanours. The audience also learns that the playis setin &
at the time it was written because King James | had just come to the thror
as King James Vi of Scotland. Shakespeare poriravs A
also includes characters from Scottish hist
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Act 1, Scene 3

Location: A beath near Forres

Summary
Macbeth and his friend, Banguo, meet the three witc
they return from battle. The witches make thrsm
them and Macbeth begins to wonder

n the heath as
s for each of
> might hold for him..

Analysis ;
i ves enter the stage to the sounds of thunder.
vil powers and discuss their activities since the last
meeting. Thdthird witch aliudes to the limits of their power: Though his
bark cannot be lost, / Yet it shall be tempest-tossed’ {i, iii, 24-25}. She is
talking about g sailor that she wishes to upset. She means that while she
cannot make the boat disappear, she can make his journey very :
unpleasant. Remembering the limits of the witches’ power is important
as the play progresses.

A drum roll announces the approach of Macbeth and so the witches recitg:
prepare their spell. Macbeth speaks his first line of the play: ‘So foul and f
{1, iii, 38). This is the first indication that the witches have some kind of pd
this early stage in the play, he is unknowingly echoing their words.

them to speak and th

Banguo viacbeth has gone guiet and appears to be lost in th(
Macheth is¥ of the witches and wonders why he would be afraid of <
challenges the witches to make a prediction about his future and the resp,

Lesser than Macketh and greater.
Not so happy, yet rauch happier.
Thou shail get kings, though thow be none.

This prediction seems to bring Macheth back to reality and he demands rr
inherited his title as Thane of Glarnis, but how can he become the Thane ¢
stage, Macbeth does not know that the Thane of Cawdor has betrayed Du
witches in a way which suggests that he has some power over them and ¢
the play. However, even in this first instance, they ignore his demands an

sidld and wonder whe
Ross and Angus. Ross and AI
- thus confirming the witches’ first;
quo is wondering how the witches knew thi
pRears to have been won over by the witches: ‘

Banguo and Macheth confirm what they b
hallucinating, before hearing t
Macbketh will become Th
how thisis o
news, Ma

{Aside] G
The greatest is behind. Thanks for your pains.

{Aside to BANQUOT Do you not hope your childrer: shail be kings,
When those that gave the thane of Cawdor to me

s, and Thane of Cawdor!

Promised no less to them!?
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Characterisation ;
We learn a lot about Macbeth and Banguo’s personalities from this encoy
as Macbheth finds out that the witches’ first prediction for him {that he wil§

has come true, he seems to unguestioningly believe the witches” words, f¢
any reason to doubt them. However, Banguo continues to be wise and su
beings often tell us half-truths that lead to our destructiszn. He leaves the
Angus, leaving Macbeth to contemplate how ha the next predic
evil thoughts, mentioning ‘murder’ in thid :

: ehaviour and suggests that it is becaus
e stage, Macbeth and Banguo agree to think a
eet later to discuss it. Z

Banguo notes Macbe;
new title. &

Active Learning
1. Find three examples ¢
Banquo uses to descrily

Debate Prompts

I.  Why do you think Macheth is so
interested in Banque’s prophecy? Are 9
there any ways in which Banguo's ’
prophecies could lafer offect
Macbeth? 3

Banguo in your own wi

Find evidence inthe 1

statements about Mag

a)  Bonque is surpris
the witches :

2. Why do you think Shokespeare
chose fo inform the audience of

Write the witches' th rc\

Macbeth's reward before felling b) Banguo does not.
Macbeth himself? eye? after the w
% 4 Macheth believe

Muaocheth ond Banguo meeting the witches on the heath
by Théodore Chassériau
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Act 1, Scene 4

Location: Duncan’s palace at Forres

Summary

King Duncan welcomes Macbeth and Banqguo back fro ttle and makes%

Analysis
Atrumpet announces the
the fate of the Than

uncan and his sons and they d
“Duncan remarks that it is difficult to judg:
men's tho ppearance and expression: ‘There’s no art / To f
the mind’s g uction in the face’ {1, iv, 11~12). He goes on to say that t%
Thane of Cawdor was ‘a gentleman on whom | built / An absolute trust’ {i_
13-14). The audience will come to wonder whether Duncan is 3 bad judge
character, or whether none of his thanes are worthy of trust.

35

Macbeth enters with Banguo, Angus and Ross. Duncan takes the opport
thank Macheth for his efforts and also notes that Banguo deserves no le
Macbeth'. Duncan names Mackbeth as Thane of Cawdor and Malcolm as
of Cumberland, the heir to the throne. Macheth realises that Malcolm is
an obstacle in his quest to become king and his words reveal his growing
ambition:

The prince of Cumberland! That is a step

On which T must fall down, or else o'erleap,

For in my way it lies. {i,iv, &

Duncan invites himsel
to inform e
stage, foli

astle to celebrate these appointm
and Bangquo continue to discuss Macbeth’s m
Adcbeth to his castle in Inverness.

Debote Prom

Do you think that #
Macbeth’s ambition §
responsible for his oy

Active Learning
Explain the obstacles Macbeth faces in his quest to
become king. What are Macbeth's options?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Act 1, Scene 5

Location: Macheth's castle at {nverness

Summary :
Macheth is reunited with his wife, Lady Macbeth, at astle. Lady Ma
witches’ predictions from a letter Macbeth h r, and she is now

Duncan. She tells Macbeth of herint ys that she will take cay

Analysis
Lady Mac «oni stage for the first time reading a letter from May
witches’ s and of Macbeth’s latest title. 5

Characterisation .
Lady Macbketh notes that Macbeth could become king but she is worried ©
lacks the mean streak required to fulfil his dreams: :

Glamis thou art, and Cawdeor; and shalt be
What thow art promised. Yet do I fear thy nature;
It is too full o' th' milk of human kindness

To catch the nearest way: thow wouldst be great,
Art not without ambition, but without

The iliness should attend it.

Lady Macheth believes that he wants to achie
persuade him otherwise. Her words tell s
a good man. They also tell us that s
that she will be able to s

h has an honoura
eth is more ruthliess than he
+im to do as she wishes.

Aservant § oty Lady Macbeth to tell her that the king is coming to th
on his way S8 ady Macbeth is very happy with this arrangement and be
clear her intention to kill Duncan. She notes the need to ‘unsex’ {I, v, 40}
she wants to be more like a man and less like a woman - she wants to be
that she can commit murder. Lady Macbeth is, like the witches, not a typi

Macbeth arrives and is immediately told of the murderous plan: ‘Look like
the serpent under 't’ {I, v, 64-65). Here, she is instructing Macbeth to loo '
about Duncan’s fate, even though he is responsible. This continues the the
- deception and trickery come naturally to Lady Macbeth. :

tions. They plan 5
sverything, as lo
nce suggests that

Macheth does not argue with her or question her inst
but Lady Macbeth informs him that she will

happy and peaceful to their guests.
character in this marriage.

Active Lea? ,
Find o quotation which reveals that Lady Macbeth plans to
talk Macbeth into becoming king by any means necessary.

Macheth IGCSE Pearson Edexcel Study Guide Page 8 of 63
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Act 1, Scene 6

Location: In the grounds of Macbeth's castle ar inverness

Summary
King Duncan and his men arrive at Macbeth’s ca

are welcomed by

Analysis

Setting ;
King Dunc astle accompanied by his sons, Banquo, Macd.
discuss h acbeth s castle is and how they have always liked it. Ba

is always su unded by birds and suggests that this is because they like t
surroundings: “Where they most breed and haunt, { have cbserved, / The
comes in stark contrast to the filthy air’ {1, i, 12} that is continually referre

Lady Macheth enters and Duncan thanks her for her hospitality and apolo
their arrival. She remarks that her hospitality is due 1o her gratitude for M
status. She tells them that they should make themselves at home and enj
where Macbeth is and ask to be taken to him.

Theme — appearance and reality

Duncan’s naivety and Lady Macbeth's skifulness at playing the welcomin
scene, as is the theme of the gulf of difference betwesn sppearances and
remembering that Lady Macbeth’s success in ostess is indica
is good and right. She knows the righ y'to Duncan because sh
his generosity, and yet she is A her plot to kill him. Her real fe
from the feelings tha ' ards her guests. Lady Macheth appei
her conscig® fnt in the play.

Context (A
In both this scene and Scene 7, we are invited to consider gender roles an:
hetween man and wife. The different interpretations of these mteractaoni
when considering the role of women in society at different times in historggg
towards King Duncan is also telling of what the socially acceptable behavi
the play was written. She is an interesting character because she knows hy
does her best to pretend to, but underneath she is far from conventional.

Active Leurning
1. Find examples of things/people that a
pleasant than they actually are.

Debate
What ore th

differences
Whaot effect

Find two quotations

Macheth IGCSE Pearson Edexcel Study Guide Page 9 of 63
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Act 1, Scene 7

Loaction: Macheth's castle at {nverness

Summary

Macheth has doubts about the plan to murder King D
Macbeth mocks and belittles him, suggestmg*
plan as agreed. In the end, Macheth s
the king.

i san and expresses
ot areal man un
his wife says, and car}

Analysis

e stage alone and considers his wife’s suggestions. He
Duncan if he couid be sure that he would not be punished for it, but he k
Macbeth notes that Duncan trusts him not only as g subject but also as
addition, Duncan is his guest and so Macbeth should be protecting him fr
murder him himself. Macbeth realises that Duncan is a noble and honour
missed by his subjects. Macheth realises that only his ambition is spurring
spur / To prick the sides of my intent, but only / Vaulting ambition, which
th' other’ (I, vii, 25-28). He means that his senses tell him it is the wrong t
excessive ambition can lead to downfall.

Lady Macbeth enters and tells Macbeth that the king is wondering where
explains to her that he cannot go on with the plan. She chastises him for i
that he can only do what it is properto do to becoms g: ‘I dare do allt
dares do more is none’ (i, vii, 46-47}. At this ests that it is up
underhand tactics. :

in fact a man when he was willing to do.
6 would make him a coward. She suggests that s
Macheth explains to Macbeth how they could kill Dunca;
ome servants and, with a seemingly foolproof plan in piace§

Lady Macbeth argu‘
become ki

%

[ am settled, and bend up

Fach corporal agent to this terrible fzat.

Away, and mock the time with fairest show.

False face must hide what the false heart doth know.

5
Active Learning

1. Find further examples of Macketh and Lady Macbeth’s
opinions on masculinity and femininity — write down the
guotations that show these views. @

Debate P

Y. Whotis
with his

2. Whydo .

2. List three reasons for Macbeth’ :
Duncan, through v
................ please his
ambitiont,

X :

Macheth IGCSE Pearson Edexcel Study Guide Page 10 of 63
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% Act 2
Act 2, Scene 1

Location: Macheth's castle ar {nverness

Summary
Banguo and his son, Fleance, are awake |
Macheth walking through the castls
before Macbeth prepares t :
carry out — the

n they encounter

Analysis ¢
Banguo arrives on stage with Fleance. He is tired and cannot sleep. He is :
interrupted and startled by Macheth and a servant. Banquo telis Macbeth thi
the king is already sleeping but has sent him to give a diamond to Lady
Macheth to thank her for her hospitality. Banguo mentions the witches, who{§
have interrupted his dreams. Macbeth lies to Banquo by telling him that he ﬂ
longer thinks of the witches. He then contradicts himself by saying that
Banguo should stick close to him in order to reap rewards when he is the king:
Banguo appears to have some inkling of Macbeth’s bad intention. He says:

So I lose none

In seeking to augment i1, but still keep
My bosom franchised and allegiance clear,
[ shall be counselled.

He means that he will stay loyal to Macbeth

Fleance exit and Macheth sends his sen
this a dagger which | see befor
him, leading him to Dun

“in This speech shows Macbeth's turmoil about what he is.
to wonder vige#tr Macbeth is seeing things because of the pressure he is unde;
are responsible for the vision, as they attempt to encourage Macbeth to commit

Language and style ;
The lines 53-57 convey vividly Macbeth's personification of murder as a witherey
his victim: :
.. withered murder,
Alarumed by his sentinel, the wolf,

Whose howl’s his watch, thus with his stealthy pace, COPYRIGHT

With Tarqwin’s ravishing strides, towards his design
Mouwes like a ghost. PROTECTED

This metaphor may in turn be linked with the role of
hurry because the more he talks, the more vy
gives’ (li, i, 62). Macbeth’s languag ;

hes throughout;
comes: ‘Words to
initeasing anxiety and fear.

i as his invitation to act. Duncan’s fate is se.
@il invites me’ (H, 1, 63). The bell informs Macbheth thy
oment to make his final decision.

A bell rings and Mag

Essay guestion .
At this stage, do you think Banguo has any idea of what Macbeth is;

Macheth IGCSE Pearson Edexcel Study Guide Page 11 of 63



Act 2, Scene 2

Location: Macheth's castle at {nverness

Summary :
Macheth has murdered King Duncan and is already begirning to feel guilt
tells him to stop being a coward and to wash th rm his hands w
the king’s room. 5

Analysis
Lady Macbey, nd remarks: ‘That which hath made them
{H,i,11. 8 g to the alcohol that she has given to Duncan’s ser\z\

Lady Mac as drunk a little of it to make her brave and ready for the ¢
excited about Duncan’s murder and entertained by the irony of the guard:
extent that it is impossible to tell whether they are living or dead. She he
worries that her husband has been interrupted in his task. She had wante

Macbeth enters and announces: ‘I have done the deed’ {11, ii, 15} before aski
{11, i, 15}. He is already paranoid about what he has done, wondering who is
Duncar’s. Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth that the servants woke up while he w
their prayers and went back to sleep. Macbeth struggled to say ‘Amen’” and ti

.. it cried Sleep no more!’ to all the house,
‘Glamis hath murdered sleep, and therefore Caswdor
Shall sleep no move. Macbeth shall sleep no more.”

This threat will haunt Macbketh throughous he play.

Characterisation
Macheth is

i by what he has just Active Learning

done, sug ‘rieis keenly aware of the horrific | ::;tﬂzg fo?‘fs
nature of h ons. Lady Macbeth takes control of actions was

the situation with sensible and practical instructions. Lady Macb
She tells him to wash his hands and chastises him for
bringing the daggers back to his chamber with him.

Macbeth be
Lady Macbeth seems to be much calmer, braver and commitied. |

more ruthless than Macbeth at this point in the play. what ways

Theme - guilt
Macbeth refuses to return to Buncan’s chamber because he cannot bring
crime he has committed, showing that he feels a measure of guilt. Lady M
the daggers back to the scene of the crime. She exits the stage, while a kn
terrified of the noise and disgusted by the blood on hictinds, He asks, ‘W
wash this biood / Clean from my hand? (i, ii : ecides that it w
never be able to wash away the guilt o rder and this metap
continue throughout the pla th retums and calls him cowar
later in the piay sheic ser who becomes deranged by her actio
them, wh : ris himself to his feelings of
guilt. Lad confesses that she would have

killed Dunc rself but was unable to because he

reminded her of her father — perhaps this is a rare Debate Prom
acknowledgement of some degree of a guilty Do you think Lady
conscience in Lady Macheth. the audience and A
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Act 2, Scene 3

Location: Macheth's castle at {nverness

Summary
Macduff arrives early at the castle to wake King Duncan and discovers the
Macbeth feign shock and grief, and Macbeth admi? ngtheguardsint
sons, Malcolm and Donalbain, decide to flau ' ;

Analysis ; ;
A porter a; ge. He is clearly drunk and conducts an imaginar,
the gateke . This delays his ability to answer the knocking and fru
continue to ¥iock loudly. Eventually, the door is opened to Macduff and Ler
s0 long to answer. The porter admits that he has been drinking and gives a ¢
effects of drink. Macbeth arrives, as if he has been woken by the knocking.
here to wake Duncan, who requested to be woken early, and leaves the stag

Macbeth about the bad weather the previous night, before Macduff returnﬁg

Maost sacrilegious murder hath broke ope
The Lord’s anointed temple, and stole thence

The life o' th' building!

He confuses his friends by referring to Duncan’s body as ‘the Lord’s ancin :
refers to the belief in the divine right of kings. During the reign of James |
was written, there was a general belief that kings were awarded their righ
this, any attack on the king was considered to be, on God's will,

Macduff tells his friends to see ft , while he wakes the rest c)f§

death highlights perceptions of women at the time ‘

and more <% e than men.

All of the key characters return to the stage and explain to Malcolm
and Donalbain what has happened. Macbeth reveals that he killed the
guilty servants in a fit of rage. Macduff is immediately suspicious,
asking Macbeth ‘Wherefore did you so?’ {Ii, iii, 109} but Macbeth
claims that it is not possible to think logically when you are so upset.
Lady Macheth adds to the pretence of their upset by fainting. Whether
this is @ genuine swoon or deliberate is unclear, but it certainly works
on this level.

Malcolm and Donalbain quietly discuss matter
leave the castle guickly, fearing that they T
their supposed fraends They ar

Donalbam
who is to b
time, they feel unable to trust anybody. Donalbain notes, The
near in blood, / The nearer bloody’ {11, iii, 142~143), meaning

that their closest relatives are probably the biggest threat TR
fo them,
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Context {AD4)
Malcolm and Donalbain’s fears for their lives highlight the differences betw
day and present-day society. Today we would rely on the police to find who
and we would trust societal bodies to ensure that good triumphs over evil, t
individuals are protected. Malcolm and Donalbain are forced to take things
also reveals much about the attitude towards kingship in

The horrified reaction to King Duncan’g : icative of the status o
was written. In addition, Shak particular favourite of the va
encompassed and so

kespeare’s day.

1t that a great deal of respect was sh

Active Learning
1. Name three characters that seem o little suspicious
of Macheth in this scene. For each charocter,
explain why you think they are suspicious and give

o quotation.

Debote Prom

Do you think Lady
noté

2. Explain why the weather is described as wild and
stormy on the night of Duncon’s murder. What
literary technique is Shokespeare using here?

3. Imogine that you are investigating Duncan’s
murder, Draw o mind map of the key suspects and
any evidence against them. You could also think
about who might benefit from Duncan’s death, e.g.
his son, whe should new become king, and preseni
some theories of who could be responsible.
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Act 2, Scene 4

Location: fnverness - Cutside Macheth’s castle

Summary
Ross, an old man and Macduff discuss recent events. M
suggesting that they might be guilty of the murdeg
the new king of Scotland.

cduff tells Ross t?g
fs himn that Mag

Analysis
Setting 5
Ross ente ccompanied by an old man. They discuss King Dun¢
terrible we. he old man suggests that the weather is ‘unnatural, / E
{1, iv, 10-11}, making a direct comparison between the weather and the
upon with accounts of other bizarre and unnatural events that have taker
These supernatural events remind the audience of the supernatural prese
the whole of the play. Shakespeare highlights the unnatursl and grotesqg
by reflecting it in the unnatural weather and strange events in nature.

Macduff enters the stage and they discuss Duncan’s death. Macduff sug
were paid to commit the crime and that ‘suspicion of the deed’ {li, iv, 27
Donaibain because they have mysteriously fled Scotiand. The men admit
for them to do.

Macduff informs the men that Macbeth has been namedsas the new kin
be crowned, while Duncan’s body has been plac : ncestral tomb.
his family in Fife but Ross decides to got ation in Scone.

The scene ends with the
reign as a
robes sit

asrus mg the future of Scotland. it
; ush history and one that they are worried abg
awour new!” (I, iv, 38), meaning that he hopes things wi

Macbeth preparing to murder King Duncan
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Cct 3
Act 3, Scene 1

o
k9

Location: The Roval Palace at Forres

Summary
Banguo begins to have suspicion
gave Banquo, namely that
murder both |

. th and Macheth fears the |
be kings. Macbeth persuades hiy

Analysis §
Banguo enters the stage thinking about the witches’ prophecies. He notes§
fulfilled their prophecies for him but he fears that Macbeth ‘played’st mog
wonders whether the prophecy that the witches made for him will come §

Macheth and Lady Macbeth enter as king and queen, accompanied by Ler
lords and ladies. Banquo stops what he has been saying and does not shas
Macbeth and his wife address Banquo as their ‘chief guest’ (i}, i, 11} and ¢
enjoy their celebrations without him. They invite him to a banquet that
for the rest of the afternoon. Banguo tells them that he will be cut riding |
before the feast. Macbeth asks if Fleance will go with him, Banguo confirr
Banguo departs. Macbeth instructs the rest of his guests to do as they pla:
all depart, leaving Macbeth alone with one of his se ty

The servant informs Macbeth that the men. th
castie. Macheth sends the serva
Banguo. He wonders whetha s
‘For Banguo’s isst
mind, just

ave previously disc.
¢#i1 to him, while he ponders
rophecy will come true and, if it
iy mind’ (111, i, 64). He means that he has
s sons can be king. This angers Macbeth and he

The servant™eturns to the stage with two murderers. [t becomes apparen;
these men that Banquo is responsible for a catalogue of wrongs done to t
him, he goads the men into thinking that letting Banquo get away with it
Macbeth explains that he cannot kill their mutual foe because of his pos
friends that he shares with Banquo. it is, therefore, their responsibility to
to help Macheth and are instructed to kill both Banquo and Fleance, wher
night away from the palace. The murderers leave the stage, closely follow,

Characterisation :
Significantly, although Lady Macbeth is present in the first part of this scet
appears to have deferred responsibility to her hushand now she has achie
gueen. Macbeth is now making plans and taki : s action alon
guidance. Now that he has been made kin hes foretold, he ha
more arrogant. :

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Debate Promp

1. Howis Banquof
And how does ¢

Describe the tactics that Macbeth uses to persuade the
murderers 1o kill Bunguo. What does his approach fell
you about his character and about how he has

changed? 2. What is Lady AS

do you think sh:
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Act 3, Scene 2

Location: The Roval Palace ar Forres

Summary
Macheth and Lady Macbeth discuss their troubled mi ollowing the m
put on a good show at the banguet later and B2
does not share the details of this wit

however,

Analysis
Lady Mac

nguo’s whereabouts with a servant. She sendsé‘*
Macbeth Z

ns to consider what they have done:

Naught's had, all’s spent,
Where our desire is got without content.
Tis safer to be that whick we destroy

Than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy.

With this speech, she seems to suggest that it is better to be murdered th:
then be so troubled by the guilt. This refers to her concern for her husban
for Macbeth shows a side to Lady Macbeth that the audience has never s
able to take control of her emotions and urges Macbheth to do the same.

Theme - guilt
Macbeth appears and Lady Macbeth tells him
{1, ii, 13). Macbeth discusses their nights
how Duncan can now sEeep D “

unhappy, telli
aemotional torment. H
e cannot. He fears that what
Yhowledge of how easily someone els
are still present in his mind and his langus
and image3 2 aark and supernatural. Both Macbeth and Lady Macbe
murder of CBNCan has not achieved their happiness; in fact it has made t
change the subject and begin to discuss the night ahead.

murdered

They agree on the need to put on brave faces for their guests and Machet
particular attention to Banquo. He does not involve her in the plan to kill
suspect what Macbeth has planned but he does not tell her, preferring he
knowledge’ {111, ii, 48).

Characterisation

Macbeth and Lady Macheth’s interaction in this scene suggests that they
Lady Macheth is concerned for Macbeth's ematmnai being and Mac
‘innocence’ by not telling her about his plan erinurder. He also
towards her, calling her ‘love’, ‘de: oisidarest chuck’.

i Active Learning
| Make a list of any words or phrases in this scene that
make you think of the witches or the supermatural.
: him, or no#e
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Act 3, Scene 3

Location: A field near to the royal palace

Summary
The murderers attack and kill Banquo, as Macheth h

Analysis
The murderers enter the stz : ned by a third man. They wonde§
whether they ; rd man but he explains that he has been.
sent by M discuss when Banquo will come and then hear,

him in th gece. The audience hears Banguo shouting offstage: ‘Give G
a light there, ho’ {Hl, §ii, 9}. it is important to remember that, once again,
is ccourring under the cover of darkness. In addition, Banguo seems o
realise the dangers that could exist in the darkness.

Banquo and Fleance enter the stage. Banguo makes a remark about the \A
the murderers. The rain is mentioned and one of the murderers says ‘let it
promoting the links between bad weather and evil. Banquo realises that
his son to flee. Banguo is killed but Fleance escapes.

The murderers realise that they have failed in part of their task but retire

that Banguo has been killed.

Debate Prom
Why is if significont
predict the cutcome §
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Act 3, Scene 4

Locarion: A banguet hall in the roval palace

Summary

Macbeth and Lady Macbeth welcome lords and nobi@m
been murdered and Fleance escaped. He then :
horror. Lady Macbeth tries to explain Ma
shouting at the ghost, she sends Way.

a bangquet. Ma
of Banguo at
2 hehaviour but eve

Analysis
Macheth e : ge, which has been set up like a banguet hall. He en
lords and no®Emen. He addresses the guests before the first murderer arri

tells Macbeth of Banquo’s death, but also informs him that Fleance has escap
Banguo has been killed but worries about Fleance, although he notes that

.. The worm that’s fled
Hath nature that in time will venom breed;
No teeth for'th present.

He means that while Fleance has the potential to pose him problems, he wi
Macheth knows that he has some time to decide what to do about Fleance.

The murderer exits and Lady Macheth summons Macbeth back to the table.
down, Banquo’s ghost enters the room and sits in Macbethd

5 place. When M '

Lady Machethas
61}, meani e altucination caused by his fear. Once again, she tel
and to put ave face. Macbeth does not believe her and continues o
vanishes. Macbeth is forced to compose himself and addresses his guests, ¢
diagnosis of his strange behaviour.

Banquo's ghost reappears and returns to Macbeth's
seat. On seeing it, Macbeth shouts at it and demands
that it returns in any other form. He claims that he is
not afraid of anything, only the form that this spirit
chooses to take. When the ghost vanishes again,
Macheth addresses his guests as if they have seen it
too. Lady Macbeth asks the guests to leave guickly,
telling them that their questions make him worse. She
is worried that Macbeth will say something
incriminating. When they have all left, !
discusses his plans with his w ,
why Macduff has re : =m, wondering if he
i ici also plans to go to see the
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Theme ~ the supernatural

in this scene, Macbeth is again strongly affected by some kind of supernature%

force. The influence of the witches can be felt throughout the whole play.

Macheth appeared to be goaded into killing Duncan by a vision of a floating
dagger; in this scene he is forced into undignified and eccentric behaviour in

public by the appearance of a ghost. Are these visions th uit of Macbet

troubled mind, or the work of the witchas?

Active Learning

1. List three ifig Macbeth in this scene.

yoU wers a nobleman present at Macbeth’s bonguet. Write an eye
; St of what happened. Discuss possible explunations for Macheth’s
bahaviour. Do you believe Lady Macheth’s explanation? Why / why not?

Debate Prompt
Which crime do you think is
the murder of Bonquo? Give

.g

Location: A deserted beath

Summar
The three

Analysis :
There is a crash of thunder and then the three witches enter the stage wit
them for their dealings with Macbeth. in particular, she is angry with then;
their target. She calls him “... a wayward son, spiteful and wrathful..” (il x
somebody as evil as Hecate still finds fault with Macheth’s behaviour. :

She is not happy that the witches have not included her in their dealings \,s

thern to meet with him again. She does not specify what she will do to hiry
that something dreadful will happen to Macbeth. :

Language

s meet with their queen, Hecate. They plan another mee**?‘*

he three witches leave th
yming couplets, like an incant

Hecate is summoned away by singl
return. Once again, the wit
difference to the m

Active Learning
List three reasons wh

Bebate Prompt
At this point in the play, do you think Macheth is :
responsible for his own acfions, or is he the viclim of the  { T T T
witches' evil plofting? Give reasaons for your answer. :
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Act 3, Scene 6

Location: Near to the Royal Palace ar Forres

Summary
Lennox and another Scottish lord discuss whaf by
where he is joining forces with the Ene
hopes that Scotland will so

ined in Scotland:’
uncan’s son, Malcols
FOm the tyrannical rule of Macb

Analysis _
Lennox en stage with another lord and they discuss the events of |
to hear how Macbeth's actions are being perceived beyond the castle. We
Banguo has been blamed on Fleance because he has now fled Scotland. Lé'
support of Macheth’s handling of the murders of Banquo and Duncan but§
dishelief in what he says: ‘Was not that nobly done? Ay, and wisely too’ {1
Macbeth had to kill the guards because people could not bear to hear the
His staunch and perhaps excessive defence of Macbeth could be seen as z
his concerns.

DR

The lord informs Lennox that Malcobm is with the king of England and thai%
to request the king of England’s help in a battle against Macbeth. Macbet
Macduff’s plans and is preparing for war.

off refused to go. |

Macheth has summoned Macduff to Scotl nq b
: r than later. He refer

hopes Macduff returns fo free Scotla

Context (AO(@)

beth's society has descended into suspicion ang
audiences can easily identify with. When something ba
is unknown, 1t is impossible to know who is trustworthy and who is not. :
wrong person or people and this is a feature common in contemporary ne
and cinema.

Active Learning
1. List three probicr
~ as described ki

2. Who has Macdul
fight against Mag

Draw up o list of%
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& Act 4

=
© Act 4, Scene 1

Locatiom A cavern in a deserted place

Summary

Macbeth meets with the three wi
apparitions as clues to why
others.

Analysis
Setting
Thunder strikes and the three witches enter the
stage, which has been set up to look like 2
cavern. There is a boiling cauldron in the centre
of the stage. Again, the setting of the scene
highlights the evil intentions of the witches. This
is one of the most famous and powerful scenes
of the play and centres around the three witches
casting a spell for Macbeth. The fantastical
ingredients put into the cauldron are sickening
and grotesque, like the witches themselves, who
Macbeth has chosen as advisors.

The most powerful of all evil spirits, H
there to oversee the arrival of }
arrives with three ot :
they sing
by the co

together
%5 presence is foretold

By the pricking of my thumbs,
Something wicked this way comes. {1V, i, 5560}

Characterisation
ft is interesting to note that Macbeth is not referred to by his name but
as a ‘wicked thing’. Macbeth has become as wicked and evil as the
witches but he is oblivious to his demise. He is so deluded and self-
obsessed that he seems to believe he is important enough to command
the respect of the witches, even though his greeting implies he has no
respect for them. Macbeth demands answers from the witches, who
offer him the chance to get answers from their mag plays to
Macbeth's arrogance, making him feel wort’, g with the most
important people.

ppéars; itis an armed head and Macbeth
cduff. This merely confirms his previous
commands that the apparition stays but it leaves.

The first of thape &
is warned
instinct, M

their gueen, Hecate. The witc
renolds. Macbeth is comforted by sa
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The warning given by the next apparition, a bloody child, is that
Macbeth need not fear anyone born of a woman. This puts Macbeth's
mind at rest a little but he resolves to kill Macduff anyway, just o
settle himself.

The third apparition is a crowned child, carrying a tree. If tells him

Dunsinane Hill / Shall come against him’ {1}
takes this cryptic message asac

The witch Aacheth ‘Seek to know no morel’ {IV, {, 118) but he

is insistent and even curses them for denying him this knowledge. It is
strange that Macbeth thinks that he could curse

these already cursed creatures. When Macbeth’s wishes are met,

eight kings walk across the stage followed by the ghost of Banguo. :
Macheth is furious, he turns on the witches because they didn't give him
the answers he wanted to hear but this makes little impression on them
and they simply vanish, refusing to meet any more of his demands. This
provokes

him to exclaim ‘damn’d be all that trust them’ (IV, i, 155). This is very
poignant because Macheth does not listen to his ow vice, so blinded
is he to what he has become.

Context (AQ4)
The witches fail to giv 2 nswers that he is looking for and he
loses his tegeg e seems to believe that he has the power

to ordert do things and this provides us with a reminder of the
social order® S hakespeare’s day. it should also provide contemporary
audiences with food for thought. Should groups or individuals that exist
outside of mainstream society be expected to follow accepted codes of
hehaviour?

By this point, Lennox has entered the stage with news that Macduff has
fled to England. Macheth is annoyed that he did not kill Macduff as soon @

as he thought of it but decides to have his family and servants killed as sm\

possible. Now we can see {if we hadn't noticed before) that Macheth has

restraint or forethought for the consequences of his actions. He does not

that he is king.

Active Learning

t.  List three of then t the witches

words, describe the apparitions’

predictions and what they mean fo Macbeth. Macheth mistakenly

witches, Can you fing

3. Can you think of any other way to interpret the shat Macheih mistak

apparitions?
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Act 4, Scene 2

Location: Macduffs castle at Fite

Summary
Lady Macduff fears for her safety and asks Ross wh
Soon after Ross leaves, murderers arrive and by
Lady Macduff runs for her life.

Analysis
This scen : Macduff and her son in deep discussion with R
that Mac o fled to England, leaving her and her son alone. Ross tries
not accept that it was wise for him to leave. If he feared for his safety, surn

Ross tries to reassure Lady Macduff but suggests that she leaves the castle

Lady Macduff observes that ‘Our fears do make us traitors’ {iV, ii, 4}, beca%
loyal subjects of their king, instead they are afraid of him and fear his unpg

Lady Macduff tells her son that his father is dead but he does not believe
son asks various guestions about treachery and crimes before coming to ¢
liars and swearers enough to beat the honest men and hang up them' {(IV

lust then a messenger appears informing Lady Macduff that she and her
messenger leaves and Lady Macduff wonders why she should leave when
She realises that with the current state of the count ting innocent is n
too late... the murderers enter the room :

The murderers ask where

son is killed and Lad he stage, followed by the murderers.§

Lady Macdt presence in the play reminds the audience of the more so
character. She is helpless and powerless. She has no control over her fate,
actions and makes no attempt to save herself from death. It is interesting
this ideal female character is altered in more modern adaptations of the
conventions of the day.

Characterisation

sband has left

aoth Lady Macduff and her son (

The slaughter of Macduff's innocent family is 2 new low in Macbeth’s viol
just how brutal Macbeth has become and suggests that he is out of contr
desperation with no rational thought or consideration for consequences. |

Active Learning
Make o list of gll the
with his o
murder. W
and why?

Debote Prom

This scene provides
the ploy. Why do y
seene of this poinf i

has kitled, either
: ng others 1o commit
these crimes do you think is the worst,

Macheth IGCSE Pearson Edexcel Study Guide Page 24 of 63

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Act 4 Scene 3

Locarion: The roval palace in England

Summary
Macduff and King Duncan’s son, Malcolm, meet at th
when they finally agree to trust each other theys
destroying Scotiand. Macduff hears fry :
brutally murdered and he v

& rsbﬁe news that his m
rieir deaths. 5

Analysis _
Malcolm a cduff enter the stage. The audience have just witnessed
but he is nof yet aware of it. The men discuss the situation in Scotland in £
weeps, it bleeds, and each new day a gash / Is added to her wounds’ {IV, i

The two men feel that Macbeth's tyranny is ravaging Scotland and they do.
it. It is clear that the two men do not know whether to trust each other. T)
used to gain power has created an atmosphere of fear where nobody is al
Malcolm feels the need to test Macduff's lovalty before he can accept him
he a man as unfit to rule Scotland as Macbeth himself: lustful, greedy and:
expresses his horror and regret that the son of such a good king and queeg'
should not be a more worthy candidate for leadership, does Malcolm revé'
plans to fight Macbeth. :

oth men are usual
il / Irv an imperial ch<§
‘thmgs because they have been f

= ing for Macbeth? Eventually, the me
the tyrant Macbeth. :

Both have been honest and good menint
points out that ‘A good and vsrtuous
means that honest men do d

When Malcolm and Macduff meet to discuss the fate of Scotland under ity
reminded of the differences between Shakespeare’s society and their owr
to stress their allegiances to Scotland, before they begin to plan Macbethf
they are usually loyal to the king but cannot stand by and let Macbeth des
patrictism and respect for the monarchy would be much less valued in tot
Shakespeare’s day it was very important. This exchange would have been:

King James. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Ross enters the stage and Macduff enquires about the fate of his family. R
‘at peace’” {1V, 1ii, 179} when he left them but event \dmits that he ha{
castle has been attacked and Macduff’'s fari ween slaughtered. Ma
suggests that Macduff deals with th taking revenge: ‘Let’s make

revenge, / To cure this de 1ii, 214-215).
He sugges ahg g their deaths and
taking bac nd will be the best cure for Debate Prompt

Macduff's grief and they leave the stage to meet Do you think Moleolm wors
with King Edward of England and plan their not? -
attack,
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% Act s
Act 5, Scene 1

Location: A room in Dunsinane Castle

Summary
A doctor has been called to attend th, who has started to wa.
strangely of her nightmares
Analysis
The scene jith 2 gentlewoman and a doctor, who are
discussing t condition of Lady Macbeth. We learn that ‘since his
majesty went into the field’ {V, i, 4) Lady Macbeth has been
sleepwalking and talking in her sleep about things that the
gentlewoman could not repeat. As they continue to discuss it, Lady
Macbeth enters the room. Lady Macbeth re-enacts conversations
that she had with her husband on the nights of Duncan and
Banguo’s murders. These are overheard by the doctor and the
gentlewoman:

Out, damned spot! out, I say! One — two — why, then ’tis time to do 't - Hell
is murky! - Fie, my lovd, fie, a soldier, and afeard! What need we fear who
krows it, when none can call our power to account!-Yet who would have

RIS

thought the old man to have had so much blood in him?
[...] The thane of Fife had a wife - where is she now?

What, will these hands ne’er be clean’-INo mo
v

{V, 1, 23-33)

my lord, no more o’ that; you mar

| made to Macbheth earlier, that:
sundone’ (V, i, 65}, but now this has a hollow ring &
it has had ives of everyone involved. Where it previously appearec
carry on with their lives as normal, it now seems to suggest that they can

The doctor explains that ‘Unnatural deeds / Do breed unnatural troubles’ :
Lady Macbeth's strange behaviour has been caused by something unnatus
steepwalking was considered a highly abnormal activity. The doctor sugge
and that Lady Macbeth needs a priest to unburden her mind: ‘More need
{V, i, 72}. He recommends that the gentlewoman keep a close eye on Lad
anything that she might use to cause herself harm,

COPYRIGHT
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Characterisation
Lady Macheth has been absent from the action of the play for some time. T
degeneration in her state of mind, especially by h '
her role in her marriage as well as in the
speak in prose, rather than the forg ot the nobility, and that Lady

Debate Prom

1. In what ways ¢
Lady Machbefh

Choose o quotation from this scene and one from
earlier in the ploy and use these to explain the change
in Lady Macheth,

b 3 2. What do you
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Act 5, Scene 2

Locarion: The countryside somewhere near Dunsinane castle

Summary
Soldiers march towards Dunsinane, preparing for battl

gainst Macbeth,

Analysis

Mentieth, Caithness, Angus
alongside soldiers car
imminent f fm. It is now common
knowledge® acbeth was responsible for the various
murders that have taken place: ‘Now does he feel / His
secret murders sticking on his hands’ {V, ii, 16-17}. This
gquotation is particularly relevant because the image of
having blood on one’s hands is one that is used by both
Macheth and Lady Macbeth earlier in the play.

swenter the stage,
hey discuss the

Malcolm and Macduff have brought an army from
England and are aided by Malcolm’s English uncle,
Siward. Menteith remarks:

Revenges burn in them, for their dear causes
Would to the bleeding and the grim alarm

Excite the mortified man.

He means that the men are de
would be enough to raled
that Dona

enge and that the wrongs th
back to life, in order to wreak revenge,
“nis brother.

They discus e fact that Macbeth is fortifying his castle and guestion his
that he is out of control. It is interesting to see that not all of Scotland has:
Macbeth still has followers, but they ‘move only in command / Nothing in.
hanging on to his kingship by a thread, with only his belief in the witches’ ;
confident in his victory. :

Structure
This scene, and the scenes that follow, are very short. The sudden change
the fast-paced action all build tension and add to the sense that events arg
towards a final climax. A

Active Learning
1. List three of the negaoti
Macbeth.

Debate Prom

Are there any poin
realise what is goi
to the wifches’ progy
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Act 5, Scene 3

Location: A room in the castle at Dunsinane

Summary
Macheth hears that a huge army is approaching the Ca;
illness and then he prepares himself forthe b

fits ahead.

Analysis

. He talks to the§

Macheth is on sta 'ed b‘;(‘ a doctor, attendants and a servant

Macheth asks the doctor about his wife’s health. The doctor advises him
troubled by images that are stopping her from sleeping. Macbeth’s react

Cure her of that.

Canst thou not minister to a mind disedased,
Pluck from the memory a vooted sorrow,
Raze out the written troubles of the brain

And with some sweet oblivious antidote
Cleanse the stuffed bosom of that perilous stuf
‘»V hick weighs upon the heart!

Macbeth d
demands &
control sci

Bt the doctor tells him. As we can see from
vior find her a cure. Macbeth seems to believe that

Macbeth does nothing to help his wife. Instead, he puts on his armour a
hattle with Malcolm. The men are clearly terrified.

L

Active Learning
Find o quotation that shows o more human side to
Macbeth. Explain how it shows this.

Debate Prom
Why do you think
the witches hove fol
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Act 5, Scene 4

Locarion: In the countryside near to Birnam Wood

Summary
Malcolm's soldiers decide to use branches cut from th

Birnam Wood to camouflage themselves as t 3
Dunsinane castle.

Analysis
The key fig ] t against Macbeth appear on stage.
We learn 1% y are at Birnam Wood. Malcolm gives the
following order to his men: ‘Let every soldier hew him down a
bough / And bear 't before himy' (V, iv, 4-5}. He means that all
of his men should take branches from the trees and use them
to conceal themselves from Macheth. In this way, Macbeth’s
spies will have no idea how many of them are there and ready
fo attack him.

Active Learning
1. Find o quotation o suggest that M
are confident of success.

Debote Prom
What is the significay
the bronches? Whaot §

en he says {of
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Act 5, Scene 5

Location: fnside the castle ar Dunsinane

Summary
Lady Macheth commits suicide and Macbeth is told t

3irnam Wood is &

Analysis
Macbeth instructs his men t
meet the attacking fo
doesnotr ;

& castle with flags. He says that |
#'of the castle, if so many of his men had
volt of so many men might be an indicator thas

They hear t380uUnd of 3 woman crying and Macbeth remarks thatitis n
has experienced so many horrors: ‘L have supp'd full of horrors / Direness, f
thoughts, / Cannot once start me’ {V, v, 13-15). We learn that the cry was
suicide. :

Characterisation
Lady Macheth’s death inspires Macbeth to make a long speech. He seems t.
developed a very philosophical approach to life and death. it seems that he.
longer afraid or interested in the difference between life and death. Having.
experienced the power of having somebody’s fife in his hands, Macbeth see.
have concluded that life is meaningless: ‘Life is but a walking shadow [...]
signifying nothing’ {V, v, 24-28). Macbeth might also be expressing his feslis
that {ife without his wife is meaningless — what, afte all this :
murdering been for?

‘a¢ from the conviction that this
critical moment, he receives a
is advancing towards the castle. This is the lag
to hear and it is greeted with threats and
remonstrat®® S trom him, although they amount to little as there is a
definite sense that Macbeth's time has come.

Macbeth has very little left t
battle is preordained
message thoaal

COPYRIGHT
preparations forv P R@T E QTE 0

death?

Macheth seems &
what extent do
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Act 5, Scene 6

Location: fn front of the castle at Dunsinane

Summary
The attacking army arrives at Bunsinane and the soldi

throw aside thei

Analysis
The attacking forces are ins
Your leafy screens th

nd show like those you are’ {V, vi, 1-2

Macbeth v f the oncoming attack. Macheth did not predicf
is decided d and his son will lead the first attack and that Maico§
Macduff wid@Siiow. Trumpets are sounded to announce their attack. :

This short scene brings us to the climax of the play and Macbeth's uitimat;

w down the branches and reves:

demise. Siward’s words as he goes into battle provide insight into true bra
and ambition: ‘Let us be beaten if we cannot fight’ {V, vi, 8. Here, he cem
an idea put forward earlier by Banguo, the idea that he will take the fatei
he deserves. If he earns victory, he will take its spoils. If he does not, he w
he defeated. ’

Act 5, Scene 7

Location: Somewhere on the battlelield

Summary =
The battle is raging. Macbe jward. Macduff vows to kill 0niy.§
Analysis
Macbeth ;
born of a woman can hurt him. ltis strange that Macheth continues to be%
earlier prophecy has just been exposed as a clever trick. :

Young Siward enters Macheth's room and, after a short exchange, Macbe‘fﬁ

the stage.

Macduff enters and is clearly looking for Macbeth and only Macbeth. He :\

Macbeth has been warned to be afraid of him. Macduff says: ‘Either thou,
with an unbattered edge / | sheathe again undeeded’ (V, vii, 19-21). '

He will fight Macbeth and, if he is not able to fi
not want to find Macbeth’s men who hav

report that the castie has aiready

Maicolm and Siward ents
: we'changed sides. The battle is almost over. Thj'

some of Ma
the castle

B0
o : { Debate Promp
| Active Learning . 3

Why do you think M;

| Explain why Macduff is so determined to kill Macbeth

prophecy abouf ‘no &
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Act 5, Scene 8

in some versions of the play, Scenes 7 and 8 are togethe

Location: Somewhere on the battleficld

Summary
In the final scene of the play, Macduff
head to Malcolm and his soldiey

switbeth and eventually
clares Malcolm to be the new

Analysis

Macheth’ ines seem to suggest that he knows that he has no hg

Why should I play the Roman fool and die
On mine oun sword? Whiles I see lives, the gashes

Da hetter upen them.

He explains that he will not commit suicide because while any of his enerr%
better used to attack them. f

Macduff arrives and Macbeth admits that Macduff is the only man that he
Macduff that there is no point fighting because Macduff will not be able t
prophecy as his evidence. Macduff dramatically reveals that he was not b
audience can make sense of everything! 5

Macbketh finally realises that the witches have
taunts him with thoughts of what theuax

th a tyrant such as Ma

~ he will fight to the end.

The two m¥
Macheth is

o fight and exit the stage fighting. They return to the |

Malcolm, Ross, Siward and various other thanes enter the stage. They dise.
that all had survived to see their victory. Siward is informed that his son h
the death is strange — he does not seem to feel sorrow but instead is com}
son died, fighting bravely. f

Macduff enters, carrying Macbeth's head; he hails Malcolm King of Scotla
names all of his thanes as earls, noting that Scotland has never had earls &
his coronation.

Active Learning
How was Macduff bom@

" Debate Prompis ;
I.  Why do you think Mocduff goon:
2. Do you think thot Mocbeth wos

crued trick or fully responsible or
he chose?
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G

m mto believing that he is invincible and ¢ V
attacks. H iie mai scenes Macbeth realises that he has heen tr

in the fina

Lady Macbeth is Macbeth’s wife. She is a strong, ambitious and feisty
for her husband and encourages him to do whatever it takes to reach his ¢
pretending to be a wonderful hostess, adoring subject and loyal wife, but
heartless character. She goads Macbeth into committing Duncan’s murde§
Macbeth is wracked with guilt over what she has done. She descends into
sleepwalking, talking in her sleep and obsessively washing her hands. In A

The Witches are the most famous characters of the play. They are three
creatures, who look like bearded women. They give prophecies about M
plant the seeds that will lead to his downfall. Later they summon appari
false sense of security about his future as kmg Th es are evil charag
their power. They can control the weathearbu dnnot control ;‘)e&plé’?E
people and persuade people b cheth’s behaviour is his 0m§

queen.
Banguo etn's best friend. He helps Macbeth to lead Duncan’s trc;
called Flean® who he is very close to. Bangquo is with Macbeth when the

Banquo is interested to hear what the witches have to say but unlike Mac;
fate. Banguo is told that he will not be king but that his sons will provide 2
decides that Banquo and his son must be killed to ensure that they do not
that line of kings. Banguo is killed but Fleance manages to escape. Z

Macduff is another nobleman. He becomes important later in the play w
that Macduff is the only one that he should fear. Macbeth responds by se
family. Fortunately, Macduff has managed to flee Scotland, although his fi
final scene Macduff avenges his family’s death by killing Macbeth. He reve
caesarean section and henceforth he was not born voman’, as the W

iie play. He is well liked bu
5 been betrayed by the Thane of C
o sons, Denalbain and Malcolm, who are iy
{ and return later to defeat Macbeth. Z

Duncan is the king of Scotland at
character. At the start of
is killed by
death. The

Angus, Ross and Lennox are all Scottish noblemen. They provide exan
noblemen to behave. They also help to move the action along by serving ¢
characters or the audience. :
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g@ Characterisation
By ‘characterisation’, we mean all of the different ways in which the wri
realistic characters. in a play such as Macbeth, characterisation is achiev.

characters say and what they do. Skilful characteris; means that as i
they can believe in the characters and share 5t vs and sorrows.

Macbeth
Macheth is th the play. He lives in a castle in
nverness ie Lady Macbeth. He is a relative of King Duncan

and has th«%# Thane of Glamis. At the beginning of the play, heis on
his way back from leading Duncan’s army in battle, with the help of his
friend Banguo. On his way back from battle, he and Bangquo meet
three weird women, who prophesy that Macbeth will become Thane
of Cawdor and then king. Macbeth is a very ambitious character and
these prophecies appeal to his ambition.

Macbeth writes to his wife about the prophecies and she becomes
intent on bringing him to the throne as soon as possible. She makes a
plan to help him secure the throne by killing Duncan and goads
Macbeth into carrying out the plan.

in the lead-up to the murder, Macbeth haiEucinatﬁ
sign that he should commit the murder an

ualises the muy
n in his sleep.

iie to all of his closest companions. Hs;A
wnfall. They tell him that: ‘Macbeth had mur;
2th does not sleep and becomes increasingly troubled &

After the murder, Macbet
who planted ¥/
sieepno

Becoming king does not make Macbeth happy because his wrongdoings n\
wary of others. His well-meaning and moral friends, i.e. Banguo and Macg
him troubles. 5

Banguo has to be eliminated because the witches said that his children wi
Macbeth also kills Macduff's family. Unfortunately, Banguo’s son Fieance}
away. Banguo comes back to haunt Macbeth and further disrupts his sani;
cannot cope at all and she goes mad and commits suicide. COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

S

Macbeth lives on, safe in the knowledge of the Wrtches
that ‘None of woman born shall harm Macbet
prophesise that he will not be defeated
Dunsinane Hill.

arophecy

ood comes to

Eventually 4 ; turn against Macheth, led by Macduff
and Flean vy besiege hiﬁ castle at Dunsinane by disguising
themselves™8ith branches from the trees of Birnam Wood. in this
way, Birnam Wood does come to Dunsinane Hill. The witches’ other
prophecy had warned Macbeth of Macdutf. He had been born via
caesarean and, therefore, was technically not of woman born.
Macbeth was unaware of this and he is killed by Macduff.
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Lady Macbeth

Lady Macbeth is Macbeth’s wife. She lives with him in their
castie at Inverness. She is proud of her husband’s success as a
soldier and of his title of Thane of Glamis. However, when she
learns of the witches’ predictions, she becomes intent on

securing the throne for Macheth.

5 the mental
s il him. He has killed
$ie had the backing of the law
was the right thing to do. She

must provide the strength to get the

Lady Macbeth does not believe that P4
toughness to kill the king o
many in battle but
of the lancg®
believes t
job done.

As luck or coincidence would have it, Duncan visits her castle
the day that Lady Macbeth decides 1o kill him. She makes him
very welcome and is the perfect hostess. He is so grateful for
all of her little attentions that he gives her a beautiful present

—a massive diamond. This does not affect Lady Macbeth’s feelings or her
be done. She knows that her hushand would make a good king and s0 she§

the way.

Lady Macbeth believes that it is her duty as his wife to support Macbeth EgA

to fulfil his potential. She goads him into killing Dun does everythi,
that he has the strength to do what he has to g iches the plan an,
even holds a dagger over the sieepm :
much like her father when :

After killin
Macheth t

eth is wracked with guilt and cannot concentrai

Lady Macbeth eventually gets her way and she and her husband are crowé

nnot go through with

2

ntro! by cleaning him up and planting the daggers on the

They plan a big banquet at their castle at Dunsinane and invite all of the i
with them. When Macbeth realises that Banguo has not arrived, he begin;
to the empty stool which had been reserved for Banquo and Lady Macbet
what has happened to Banguo. He becomes so confused that Lady Macbe
for him and asks their guests to leave. Lady Macheth does not learn of Bat
sometime [ater.

Lady Macbeth’a early strength is slowiy worn down by th& guilt of her par\
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Banquo g
Banquo is a general in King Duncan’s army and a close friend of Macbeth.
They fight together to defeat a rebel army and their success delights King
Duncan. On their way back from this campaign, Banquo and Macbeth mee{:::
three strange women who want 1o talk to them. These women tell :
Macheth that he will become Thane of Cawdor and t ng. Banquo
challenges them by asking for a prophecy for hig. answer in

riddles, telling him that he will be:

Leasser than
Not so |

Thow s , though thou be none,

Banguo is not amazed by the witches in the same way that Macbeth is. He
dwell on their prophecies. However, when Macbeth is made Thane of Cav
thoughts of the witches. Banquo broods over the riddles and finds it hard:
become dark and he prays for them to stop. '

Banguo has a son called Fleance, who he is very close to. They are at the c
murder. Eventually, Macbeth becomes king and invites Fleance and Banags
On their way to the banguet, they are ambushed by three men. Banguo n
up and shouts at Fleance to run for his life. Banquo is killed but Fleance m;

Bangquo appears at the bangquet as a ghost but only Macbeth can see him.

come from h
il spirits and that he shoul¢
anquo makes a remark that accura;

The in

Win us with honest trifles, to betray ‘s

of darkness tell us truths
In deepest consequence.

His perceptiveness and level-headedness allow him to avoid falling foul c::f

Fleance :
Fleance is Banguo’s son and is very close to his father. He becomes a threj'
Macbeth when the witches predict that Banguo will never be king but tha
offspring will produce a line of kings. When Macbeth plots to kill Bangu
orders the murderers to kill Fleance too. In the heat of the moment, Flear
manages to escape. When Macbeth is inform
Fleance will get revenge but knows that !
himself up {o an attack: ‘the w
venom hreed, / No teeth
not need o

e / Hath nature that in time w
vesent’ (11, iv, 28-30). He means that th
sahce for now. :

As predict nce flees the country. His whereabouts are unknown at;z
end of the play and the audience are left to wonder whether he does go c"j
become king of Scotland. Z
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King Duncan
Duncan is the king of Scotland. His army have been defending
Scotland against rebel forces and the attacks of the Norwegian king.
They are led by Banquo and Macheth, who also happens to be
Duncan’s cousin. Duncan hears how hard Macbeth and Banguo fought
against the rebels and is eager to reward them. Whe arns that
the Thane of Cawdor has betrayed him in batts ciges to confer
his title and lands to Macbeth.

saracter. He has wrongly trusted the
servant and, despite his treachery, is no
hoosing his replacement. Duncan’s poor
judgment resuits in his death.

Duncan is not the bes

Duncan has two sons, Malcolm and Donalbain. They accompany him to Mf
some noblemen, to celebrate Macbeth’s success and new title. Duncan ka
compliments the clean air and pleasant scenery. He is won over by Lady N
pleased with her that he gives her a diamond as a gift. After the day’s ents
his bed, guarded by his grooms. He is killed in his sleep by Macbeth. ‘

Macduff
Macduff is a Scottish nobleman with the title Thane of Fife. He had a diffic.
by caesarean section.

Macduff accompanies Duncan to Macbeth S Cas
business to attend to. When he retu
long time to gain access to the o
Macduff asks to see t :
early and Soam

blood. Th

Shg with Lennox, anot?E
hat the porter is suﬁ‘ermg
old that he is still sleeping. The king h
is chamber, where he finds Duncan murdez
servants lay sleeping and one of them is holding a dagge

Macduff raises the alarm and Macheth quickly arrives on the scene. Macbﬁ:
kills them, before discovering that Duncan’s sons have run away. With Du
choice but to make Macbeth king. Macduff is unable to attend the corona
because he wants to return to his wife and children in Fife. :

Back in Fife, Macduff learns of Banquo’s murder and the suspected
culprit. He decides to leave his family and to go to England to join
Malcolm's campaign against the murderous Macheth. While in
England, he hears that his wife and babies have been murdered
tno. This strengthens his resolve to bring Macbeth to justice.

Al Birnam Wood, Macduff and Malcolm io svith others who
hate Macbeth. They march on
disguising their soidlers W

Macheth i réving that no man born of woman can
harm him. 3 no idea how Macduff was born. Macduff kills him
and presents his head to Malcolm and the soldiers.
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Lady Macduff

Lady Macduff is the wife of Macduff, the Thane of Fife. She fives with him
and their children in a castle in Fife. Macduff is always away on the king's
business, s¢ Lady Macduff is often left at home zlone with the children.

Her husband is the one to discover Duncan’s body. H
person 1o suspect that Macbeth may have had
the murder. Her husband returns to Fi ey
does not stay long. He has toj
against Macbeth Lad

?

R n’s funerai but
i ih England to raise an army
“upset by her husband’s decision.

g care of her or their children. if Scotland is
place, surely they need him there to protect them,
Ross, anotheér nobleman, tries to reassure Lady Macduff that
everything will be okay but she is unconvinced.

Lady Macduff sits alone with her son, who does his best to raise her

spirits. Macduff has been branded a traitor by Macheth and is to be exec;:

She worries what this will mean for her and her children. Suddenly, an unt

tells her to run for her life, taking the boy with her. Lady Macduff chooses§
nothing wrong, and shortly afterwards her son is killed in front of her. She

death comes just moments later.

The Witches
The three witches are united in their evil. They are devo
and of all evil. Their mission is to lure pecple aw
They enjoy making mischief and controlli
They speak in a way that tricks .

inderstanding them.

People bellevs
brew, caus

The witches meet on the blasted heath, where they can make their speeii;ag
They speak in rhyme and often repeat themselves; this enhances their sup

The three witches target Macheth, perhaps because they knew of his weaf'
deep-rocted ambition. True to form, he falls victim to their temptations. ‘t

prophecies, they do not tell him how to achieve these things.

When Macbeth becomes king, he goes to visit the witches in their coven 5

‘something wicked' rather than his name because he is no longer any le

make three spirits talk to Macbeth. One is an armoured head that advises,

visuatise a child with a crown on hig
be beaten until Birnam W

Hecate
Hecate is
not mvoivmg her in their dealings with Macheth. She reappears in Act 4, §

the spell that they have brewed and leads them in a bizarre song and dang

ted to Hecate, the
~oodness and ten
tives. The witches hay

; can control the elernents: earth, air, fire anj‘
capsize and sailors to perish. They can also cause ear

Dunsinane Hill. Again, this makes ;

en of the witches. She appears in the third act of the pla;
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Malcolm
Malcolm is the eldest son of King Duncan of Scotland. He has a younger bi
the battle at the beginning of the play, Malcolm is given the title Prince oﬁ
he is the heir to the throne.

Malcolm goes with Duncan to Macbeth's castle to ho
killed, Malcolm and his brother do not know wh
Macheth kills them before they can be
danger. They do not know wh
Malcolm that he feels
that one ofzell

v the new appoin
. The guards appe.
! alcolm and Donalba:
s'dnybody around them could b
&'y daggers in men’s smiles’ {1, i, 142}, T
friends is to blame for their father’s death. ‘

s nalhain decide that their best course of action is to get OL
what to do next. They do not tell anybody where they are going or why ar
for their father’s murder. Malcolm goes to England, while Donalbain goes

Their departure leaves Macheth as the next in line for the throne. He bect
begins a brutal reign of terror. After some time, the thanes of Scotland sezz
help them defeat Macbeth. Malcolm is still unsure of who to trust and so
them all. He pretends to be as immoral as Macbeth himself. Macduff is sa§
says: ‘O my breast! Thy hope ends here’ (IV, ili, 113~114}. If he cannot truy
of succeeding. Eventually, Maicolm and Macduff agree to trust each othet
general in Malcolry's army. :

R

Shortly after Macduff's arrival in England, Ross arriv
with the horrible news that Macbeth has attag
castle in Fife. Macduff's family and s e
killed. Macheth swears 1o avary aths and
Malcolm is happy to

After beat cheth, Malcolm becomes king of
Scotland. H&vites all of Scotland’s exiles to return and
shows his gratitude to the loyal thanes by promoting
them all to the rank of earl.

Donalbain

Donaibain is King Duncan’s son, the younger brother of
Maicolm. He flees to Ireland after Duncan’s death and is
temporarily thought to be responsible for the murder, He
does not return to Scotland to help his older brother
defeat Macheth.

Ross
Ross is related to Macduff and | tish nobleman. He is not hes
the play but acts as a me , he brings the news of Macbeth
brings news Viacduff’s family. It is also Ross who warns |
, Ross seems to be a noble and honourable man. He ; i
s Lady Macduff alone after informing her of the dangerc
is called up@n to tell Macduff about the fate of his family, Ross struggles. &
were ‘well at peace’ {1V, iii, 179} when he left them, which would lead Ma:
alive. In the space of a few lines, he goes on to tell Macduff that they have
{1V, ili, 205). it is interesting to consider why Ross does this and what eff
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e o
: Malcolm and Macduff

E eventually join forces o defeat
! Macheth. They are wary of each
! other to begin with bui soon
H

H

i

1

:

1

L

Stm and Donalbain are the two sons
of King Duncan. Malcolm flees to Engiand%
where he raises an army with the English
king to avenge his father. :

come to frust each oth

shared ¢g

Macbeth.

Malcolm

e j ______________ %,\: Macduff suspects Macbeth of
murdexring King Duncan,
Macbheth orders Macdudf kitled,

but eventually Macduff kills and
beheads Macbeth in the final act.

5

;
S Macheth, b
: kills himi t
: throng i
H
Lady Macduff is angry with |
her husband, Macduff, for E
leaving her alone in !
Scotland with their children. |
Macduff's love for her and |
for their children, however, E
is evident from his reaction |
to the news of their deaths. E

Macbeth views
Fleance as nothing
more than a threat

to his power as

heis a child. He
attempls to have
him killed, but

§
H
H
t
!
t
t
i
13
i
. 13
king, even though ;
H
i
!
t
t
t
. 13
fails. :

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

&
A4

Fleance

Banguo and
Fleance have a
close father-and-
son relationship

shquo are
e beginning of
the play. However,
Banquo notes Macbeth's
obsession with the

witches’ prophecies and is
suspicious when Duncan
is killed. Very quickly,
Macbeth comes to see
Banqguo as a threat to his
power and has him killed.
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There is not much detail in Macbeth about settings and props, which is wi
adapt to different eras in history. Most of the action takes place in castles,
power wielded by the main characters in the story. T t of the scenes

in the Scottish countryside, in stormy weathery aik, wet and storm
that runs through everything in the

The witches

. with the three witches on the stage. This sets the tone
for the rest of the play. In Scene 3, the stage directions say, ‘The heath:
thunder’ as the witches appear again. The wild and stormy weather that
accompanies the witches reflects the unnatural and wild appetites for
evil that the witches possess. It is important to remember that many
people in Shakespeare’s audience would have believed in witches and
been afraid of them. The opening scenes, with a darkened stage, the
sound of thunder and the appearance of three hags dressed in rags
would have been genuinely sinister and frightening.

The scenes involving the witches use many props, which help to emphasisé.a
nightmarish qualities. In Act 4, Scene 1, when the witches meet Macbeth
the stage directions specify that a cauldronis on th This is an impc§
a powerful and memorable scene, as the witcuue e around it and tosg
their spells into it. A director can re otherworldly, grueso;
witches in this scene by usi resent these items: ‘Eye of new

Props can great effect later in this scene, when the wi’cche'
apparition irst apparition is an ‘armed head’, the second ‘a bloody c
crowned with a tree in his hand’. Skillful and creative use of props here sh
strangeness of these sights and their mystical and prophetic nature.

Daggers A
Daggers play a very important role in Macbeth, acting as symbols for evil
instruments of murder. In Act 2, Scene 1, just before Macbeth murders Ki

floating in the air before him, and says, f

COPYRIGHT
fore me, PROTECTED

‘Is this a dagger which I see be
The handle toward my hand?’

Macbheth wonders whether the daggerisr igment of his
imagination. He points out tha , oks 31_15& like the one he :
intended 1o use and is oo vay&to King Duncan. As he watches it}
sees splashe on its blade. This dagger is vitally importan
in the dev n&Ect the plot —it's almost as though Macbeth finally A
decides to S Thit murder because the dagger tells him to’. It has an air (‘s:
magic and mystery about it just like the props in the witches’ scenes. The |
scene can be played with an actual dagger suspended from the ceiling so
that we see what Macbeth sees, or Macbeth can be talking to thin air, as
though the dagger is just in his imagination.
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in the following scene, Macbeth murders King Duncan using the two dagjgz
guards. Instead of leaving the daggers by Duncan’s body, he brings them 5
reproaches him, :

Why did you bring these daggers from the place?
They must e there. Go carry them and smear

The sleepy grooms with blood’

‘ime again and so Lady Macbé§§
5 50 that they will be blamed for the ¢
as used them to stab Duncan and he s unabi:»}s
e daggers are simply the means by which the blame
iat Macbeth and Lady Macheth view the daggers telis us i
and their states of mind at this point in the play.

Macbeth is unable to face the sr¢
wipes blood from the ;
horror in 8
Macheth,
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| 9® Themes
The theme of a play is what the play is really all about, once we dig 5:9@50E
Certain topics will be explored in a play — they will crop up again and ag

events of the play might make the audience consid ese topicsinan
themes of the play.

Ambition :
Muacheth is ambition and the dangers of
we play was written to educate the audience of the
causes th it of the lead characters of the play and is regarded as
Shakespeare does not suggest that all ambition is bad, as Banguo is clear!
he hears the witches’ prophecies. However, Banguo will only pursue his a
of what is good and right. When Macbeth suggests that Banguo should st

benefit when Macbeth is crowned king, Banquo says: :

S0 { lose none

In seeking to augment it, but still keep
My bosom franchised and allegiance clear,
{ shall be counselled.

Here, Banguo makes clear that he is not willing to do anithing underhand
title. He will only do what he can do while kee onscience. Thig
between the two characters and the wanquo would perhaps b
contender for the throne.

th's downfall is due fo the fact that their ambiti
achieve thd ; by all means necessary. The problem is that once th
to overrule thieir morals, there’s no turning back. For Duncan’s murder no}
continue to kill other threats to his kingship. Macbeth, himself, notes that§
things that trying to be good again would be as hard as carrying on being

Macheth

.. Tam in blood
Stepp'd in so far that, should [ wade no mare,

Returning were as tedious as go o'er.

He seems to suggest that there is no difference between committing one COPYRIGHT
murders. However, there will always be threats 1o a king’s stability and se. PROTECTED
ali of these threats just in case.

he is ‘with
what his
ambition:

I have no spur
To prick the sides of my intent, but only
Vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps itself,

And falls on thlother...
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The final lines of this quotation show that Macbeth is aware of the danget
ambition makes people get ahead of themselves and causes them to trip.

This comment on ambition is also taken up by Ross in Act 3, Scene 4: Thr

up / Thine own life’s means!’ {li, iv, 28~29). At this stage in the play, he is
believed that Malcolm and Donalbain are responsib wDuncan’s death
who are demonised for their actions, which are sature’. Howeve
little different if the true culprit were

Macduff is another sta Macbeth because, like Banqug, he ha

ambition ige : ood of his family and his country. In the final ¢
Macbeth. is riot want to take his title, he does not want any reward
family’s deats and create a brighter future for Scotland: :

Fither thou, Machath,
O else my sword, with an unbatter'd edge,

[ sheathe again undeeded.

However, even Macduff shows the audience the dangers of ambition. Hac%
with his wife and children, ignoring his ambition to defend and protect Sec"éte
done a better job of defending his family. 5

This important theme is still relevant to us today. In today’s society there are
a genuine ambition to become king, but nonetheless we all face dilemmas sin
everyday lives. Should we work hard and hope t ds, promaotions
cormers to achieve our goals? Is it worth che t oris it better to ju
Should we work as a team alongs a s, or should individual success.
themes that Shakesp ouss are themes that will always play a
reasons, it i n-day audiences to connect with Shakespea;

Debate Prom

Do you think thot M
being ambitious?
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The Supernatural 5
At the time that Macbeth was written and first performed, most membergés:s
believed in the supernatural and they would have been very afraid of it. In
belief in witchcraft and it was legitimised by the rulers of the day, who we
accused of witchcraft. In Macbeth, Shakespeare exploits those fears to ca

ese characters were. The witches spe
: ke: ‘Double, double toll and trouble; / Fire bur
10-11). 7 id have sounded very sinister to Shakespeare’s contemp
around a cauldron with the help of their familiars provides a very stereoty
modern-day audience, but this is not necessarily the case for the audience

it was bel

Supernatural events are fundamental to the plot of Macbeth. The action
happened without the witches’ supernatural meddling at the start. In add;
reappearance and their apparitions are necessary ta move the play along.
main supernatural occurrences in the play: the witches’ first appearance,
visualises in front of him, the appearance of Banguo’s ghost and the witch
accompanied by the apparitions. ’

in addition, Macbeth features various unnatural events that could be attr
ftis up to the audience to decide who or what is to blagzs. This is particul
weather conditions that are a feature of the p he play we lea
the weather, so it is no surprise that : ight blame them for ¢

Macheth requests tt
itis certairg £
supernatury nent to the play. At the time that Shakespears was writi
supernatural and abnormal. The audience would have been terrified to se
across the stage as if she were awake, knowing that she was actually asleg

We only have to think about the popularity of modern-day horror films to§
the supernatural is something that has remained constant throughout the
some more modern interpretations the witches have been portrayed as hy
rather than supernatural characters. This is interesting because it shows &
Shakespeare is exploring is fear of the unknown, rather than the supernat.
shown that while hysteria about witchcraft was common in Shakespeare’s
women who had chosen to adopt alternative lifestyles or beliefs: these in

Active Leaming
if you were directin
how would you pre
eventsé Provide ex
scenes with texi ref
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Gender and Aggression
fssues of gender and gender roles are brought up time and time again in
general belief that masculinity should be associated with aggression and
should be devoid of this. In part, the play reflects the accepted gender rol
Shakespeare’s female characters seem to go far beyond what was consid
for women. ‘

IS sitautiful, dignified and o
ay. On meeting them, Banquo is.
, / And yet your beard forbids me to in
: ok like women but they have beards and so Ba
think. The s are among the most evil and aggressive charactersint
of their wayto cause death and destruction. It is interesting that Shakesp
unfeminine behaviour with an unfeminine appearance. This is often adde
the play, when the witches often appear naked or in a state of undress. T

ideals of prim and chaste ladies. :

Far from the early seventeenth centu
witches encompass all that i

Lady Macheth also begins the play in 2 wholly unfeminine role. The exten
bettered only by the supernatural witches. On hearing of the witches pro;
or concerned for her husband or his wishes. Instead, she immediately ma

determined that her husband should follow it: Z

Hie thee hither,
That I may pour my spivits in thine ear

And chastise with the valor of my tongue
All that impedes thee from the golden round,
Which fate and metaphysical aid doth s

To have thee crouned withal

She want . rry home so that she can persuade him to active
she learns Lncan will accompany him to the castle, she Emmediatel;%
be killed, reterring to his ‘fatal entrance’ {1, v, 38) to her castle. Her indepe

and desire to change the ideas of her husband would not have been palaty
audience. Her cold-heartedness and aggression would have been even les

Lady Macheth seems to be aware that her thoughts and behaviour are no
asks spirits to ‘unsex’ {1, v, 40} her so that she can be consistently cruel an
reference to childbirth and asks her mother’s milk to be turned poisonou
maternal role. She comes back to this in Act 1, Scene 7, when she suggest
the brains out’ of her own child, if she had promised Macbeth that she w
horrendously unfeminine thing to even talk about hypothetically. It woulg
shocked and horrified the audience.

sfiter roles when it suits
uncan: "‘When vou durst do it, t
¥ when he decided to kill Duncan but he
adopted by Macheth, who challenges the mu

not manly. '

Lady Macheth appears to believe in t
masculinity to goad Macbeth
She says that Mach
decided n w
them tha

Macbeth is aware that Lady Macbeth’s behaviour is most unfeminine. He
bear female babies: ‘Bring forth men-children only’ {i, vii, 73}. The implica
would not want to have daughters with Lady Macbeth’s character traits. &

Macheth IGCSE Pearson Edexcel Study Guide Page 45 of 63

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Lady Macheth and Macbeth’s relationship is the opposite of what was so
seventeenth century. She is controlling him and he obeys her. By the end
have reverted back to what is socially acceptable. Macbeth is strong {albe
whereas Lady Macbeth is feeble, weak and unable to cope. She does not
plays no part in his decisions and he shows very little care for her or what
it is also important to remember that in Shakespeare’s time women were
stage. This meant that all of the female roles v et by men. This m
for Shakespeare’s preoccupation with » wanted to make sure t
which characters were meant %

aggression is another interesting one that is ver
about the igte roles for men and women is universal in every soci
or the place” hakespeare’s day Lady Macheth was considered unfemin
ambition and her desire to tell her husband what to do. Do you think that
modern British society? Lady Macbeth and Lady Macduff are compared
examples of femnininity. By comparing how these characters are portraye
times, we can gain useful insight into the desired role of women at that ti

Lady Macbeth by George Cattera!e C@ PY R%G HT
PROTECTED

Debate Prom

Compare Maochefh o
that between Macdy
compare with sevent
relafionships betweer
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Appearance and Reality

The theme of the differences between appearance and reality is present th
the very first scene: ‘Fair is foul, and foul is fair / Hover through the fog and
paradoxical language here suggests that things are not always what they se
fair be foul? Equally, if something is foul, how can it be fair? In addition, the
filthy air bring in the idea of bad visibility and they wili r te throughout
occurs under the cover of darkness and there are frg ferences to sto

by the witches: ‘So foul &
- b5 this Macheth speaking or are §
er the reason, things do not appear to £
rs make reference to the fact that appearances cag

in Act 1, Scene 3, Macbeth mirrors t
{1, ili, 38). This is confusing f
controlling h:m i 50

To find the mind's construction in the face:
He was a gentleman on whom I built
An absolute trust.

Here, Duncan remarks that it is hard to judge a book by its cover, as he had alway
Cawdor. However, the events that follow do more to suggest that Duncanis a ve

in addition, some of the characters deliberately use their appearances to de
instructs Macheth to purposefully hide his true thoughts: “look like th’ innoc
under v’ (1, v, 64-65)}. This is something that Macbeth takes on board, later
feelings: ‘False face must hide what the false heart does know’ {1, vil, 83}, Tt
Macheth wants his false face to trick others, or whether he needs to trick hi

also contribute

sH dagger | see be
“Felutch thee notand v
onsxb!e for conjuring this imag
r are the witches somehow responsi

The various incidences of visions, dreams and hallucin
reality. In his famous dagger speech, Macbeth
why he can’t touch the dagger but he
audience does not know wh
and imagination creatin

Lady Mack ne provides interesting additional evidence for the
She is witnelg ieepwaikmg and the doctor notes that it seems that she is
sleeping. Lady Macheth enters the stage appearing to be awake and procee
conversations, as if she were awake. Witnessing this would've been particul
when the play was written because sleepwalking was considered to be super

The whaole notion of appearance and reality is important when we remind oure
what the audience is seeing in front of their eyes, none of the events are actu
as it seems. itis all just a story. Macbeth makes reference to the theatre in his

Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage
And then is heard ne more.

He suggests that life is just like the theatre, nothin ow it seems.

racter from the play ond exploin how he/she is rightly o
of his/her appearance. :

Choose one of the themes and create a mind map of all of the times
play. {This will make o brilliont revision notel). Where possible, use a
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@ Ideas and

L €ssages
ﬁ :

The idea or the message of a play is what the writer might have wanted
watching the action unfold. There are several important messages or ide

sidered to be a crime against &
eare presents us with a man who murde)

his act. On'§ sht of the murder, there is terrible stormy weather and L
speaks of horrendous and unnatural occurrences, such as ‘Lamentings hes
th'air, strange screams of death’ and he notes that, ‘the earth/Was feverc}
and did shake’. The action of the rest of the play brings Macbeth to the ec
madness and eventually to his death. The message is clear: you cannot mi
king without being terribly punished. :

Excessive ambition that is not tempered by a moral sense wi
Macbeth’s fatal flaw is his ambition. He wants to be king so badly that as ¢
idea in his mind, he begins to plot murder. His ambition blinds him to all n
prevents him from seeing the consequences of his actions. As a result, h
a spiral of violence and tyranny — which, ironically, does not even make hiz
us against excessive personal ambition. The admira in his play are.
Maicolm who fight for the good of their coun; n their own pov{\f

A natural sense of or? stice will always prevail

in the entg
Although vecomes king and rules over Scotiand like a tyrant
for a while, WS power is short-lived because it is undeserved.
Shakespeare shows us that there is no escaping the ‘right’ and the
correct way for things to be done. The murder of Duncan upsets
everything temporarily but order is restored at the end of the play as
Malcolm claims the Scottish crown and Macbeth is killed.
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) The Writer's Use of Lan a;f
®

Shakespeare uses vague, confusing and sometimes paradoxical language t
uncertainty in Macbeth. ‘Fair is foul and foulis fair’ {, i, 11} is a particularl

witches' cof g way of telling him that it will never happen. They will l;
intendad meaning. '

Throughout the play, the language used is often dark, sinister and even

one of Shakespeare’s most violent plays, it is also one of the goriest. Whils
completed offstage, Shakespeare does not shy away from describing the g
outcome: ‘unseam’d him from the nave to the chaps’ (1, i, 22).

Shakespeare also uses language to create images of sickness and disease.
Macbeth calls upon the doctor to cure Lady Macbeth of hers: “find her dis
and pristine health’ (V, i, 50-51}. In addition, sickness and disease is use¢
corruption. Macbeth and Lady Macbeth are a corrupting force. Their actic,
of Scotland and consequently Scotland is referred to as if it were suffering§
Act 4, Scene 3 Malcolm says:

{ think our country sinks beneath the yo
It weeps, it bleeds; and each new
Is added to her woun

s a recurring symbol of guilt. As soon as Duncag'
Lady Mac uggle to cleanse themselves of the guilt attached to wha
images of bl to describe their guilt. In Act i, Scene ii Macbheth wonder:
ocean wash this blood / Clean from my hand?’ {1}, ii, 59-60)} and he goes ¢
impossible to clean the blood away. In her final scenes, Lady Macbeth asl
ne'er be clean? {V, i, 41) and concludes that no amount of perfume will b
of blood. Shortly after these comments, Lady Macbeth commits suicide. |

in addition

Repetition is another device used by Shakespeare to convey his ideas to
mentioned, the image of blood on one’s hands is picked up continually th
there is regular reference to sieep and the effects of sleep: ‘Glamis hath r'r%\
Cawdor / Shall sleep no more — Macbeth shall sleep no more!” (i, i, 41-4£:
of the references to sleep, which are particulariy fr atin Actli, Scene |
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Tone
Macketh is thought to be
sinister and wicked !
directions g
wind is ho

peare’s darkest tragedies. The pla?;E
y is performed under the cover of darf
sather, it is almost certainly bad weather. The sky
sets the tone for the action of the play.

Even the brief, vaguely funny bits of the play are not without a dark and smas‘t:E
porter’s funny speech when he is opening the door is full of dramatic irony. Hi
gatekeeper to hell and he isn’t far wrong. Macbeth's castle is quite hellish at t
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Style ,
Most of the characters in Macheth speak in iambic pentameter or blank 'gﬁ
gives a poetic quality to their speech. As in all of Shakespeare’s plays, this;
the nobility. The word iambic refers to the fact that the rhythm is made up
followed by a stressed syllable. For example Mac-BETH. Pentameter refer
instances of this in each line. it should create a 'Da-Di a-DUM, Da—DL;
rhythm, ‘

s way. Their speachisw
this way, as do the doctor and gentienz
Characters who speak in prose, speak the way

The characters of lower status
stark contrast. The po
form of ordiz

The witcheX their own completely separate type of speech. It is called ¢
and basically means that they speak in a sing-song rhyme. Trochaic means tf
trochees. Trochees create rhythm with a stressed syllable followed by an uné
Tetrameter means that there are four of these trochees; for exampie, DU M»
DUM-da.

They also use rhyming couplets, which means that the lines are grouped ;
these pairs of lines rhyme:

When shall we three meet again

In thunder, lightning or in rain?

it has been suggested that this is how seventeenth-century audiences belie
sounds odd and perhaps a little sinister to us, it wou unded terrifying
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) Form
The form of a text is the type of text it is: for example, a novel, a poem c

certain features and conventions — for example, many novels are divideg
written in the first or third person. :

) Lagiedy. A tragedy is a play it
. lly leads to their downfall —at
i often ends with their death. As a play,
agic drama that it is important to understand.

Macbeth is a play. To be more specifi
has a flaw in their personality %
well for the mai
particular

Tragic flaw ‘
Macbeth’s tragic flaw is his ambition: an ambition that knows no bounds

moral conventions. He is so desperate to be king that as soon as the witchy
with their prophecy, he starts to consider murder. Most people would not
no regard for the consequences, Macbheth and his wife turn their murder
Macheth then appears to lose all grip on reality and moral sense and his ¢
and barbaric still: first the murder of his friend, Banguo, and then the slau
Macduff and her children. As with all tragedies, Macbeth’s flaw leads to h
army rises up against him and he is killed by Macduff, seeking revenge for§

Dramatic irony
Dramatic irony occurs in a play when the audience
the characters in the play. it is frequently

>s gware of 3 siﬁ
drama. There are
ady Macbeth intends {

in the following scene, King Duncan arrives at Macbeth's castle and is gree
The audience knows that Lady Macbeth plans to murder King Duncan but
unaware of this. Lady Macbeth’s welcome sounds false and hollow to the
fee! deeper sympathy for King Duncan as we consider the fate that awaits

Stage directions and props

When studying a play, it is important to remember that it was written to
rather than read. Stage directions are the playwright’s way of telling direc
perform certain sections of the play to have the desir fect on the aud
on page 43}, For example, Shakespeare has inclus
thunder every time the witches appe
darkness and the evil of the witgh
Shakespeare’s day, thi
descriptio b2
of the ma
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ey Isimportant —the s
‘eates a frightening and forebo
: en very unsettling for the audience,
s 1o tell us how characters feel — we must analy
rovers and use stage directions to gain more insight. Z
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& Structure
k)

Structure refers to the manner in which the action of the play has been gf
that it holds the attention of the audience and can easily be followed an

o various scenes.
. imultaneous scenes
. re the dreams and hallucinatic
VEREs in the play happen ‘off stage’ and the§
ple, the murder of King Duncan and Lady Mach

The play is divided into five acts, each of whi
play chronologically, without showing,
The only slight interruption
Macbeth. Some of t}
see them g

The play bef@®S and ends with a civil war, which gives the impression that
is also ironic that Macbeth begins the play fighting against rebellious than
fighting against him. :

ft follows the standard structure of a Shakespearean tragedy:

= In Act 1, the circumstances are set and we are made aware of the set}
key conflicts and the flaw that will lead to our hero’s downfall are all |

s In Act 2, the intensifying action develops, as the conflict grows and th
complicated. The inevitability of Macbeth’s eventual downfall becom
but he is still powerful and actively doing bad things, including murde

e In Act 3, Macbeth reaches a crisis point, from which he cannot retu
murdered. There is a reversal in his fortunes. His power declines whils

Shakespeare structures the play in such a way as to create unbearable ten
tension to diffuse with temporary breaks from the action. For example, th
tension as we move closer to the murder of Duncan but the tension is bro
the porter provides a light-hearted interjude. :

In Act 5, as the action escalates towards the climax and the final defeat of§
very short, switching between the invading armies and Macbeth, who pre.
walls. This gives the impression of events moving very quickly, all headed :
inevitable conclusion. Z
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3@ Context
Who was William Shakespeare?
William Shakespeare was born in April 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon.
The exact date is unknown but it is traditionally cele’, on 5t

George’s Day, 23" April. He was one ofthp en of John
Shakespeare and Mary Arden. Sh ity was not wealthy

Aged just eighteen, he married Anne Hathaway in a hurried ceremony
in Stratford-upon-Avon. Six months later Anne gave birth to the
couple’s first child, a daughter that they called Susanna. Two years
later, the family was completed with the birth of twins, Hamnet and
Judith.

X
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In 1588, Shakespeare moved to London and quickly found work at the Sw,
writing plays and his first play, Henry VI, was performed in 1592, 1tis beiié
something in the region of 37 plays and 153 sonnets throughout his caree
Shakespeare did not write his plays and that his name was attributed to tl
who, for various suggested reasons, preferred to remain anonymous. Non
evidence to back up these theories and we will ever know for c
hetween Shakespeare’s writing of Richard ' :

en they did receive some criticis
of the day. However, they succeeded in atﬁ
crass-ridden society, all the way up to the noblemen
ing Shakespeare’s plays, we can gain insight into the live

When Shakespeare’s plavs
educated as man
lowest ect
to do 50.

Eventually, Shakespeare’s plays proved to be so popular with London au
theatre company raised the funds to build their own larger theatre called!
very popular with the royal families and Shakespeare was the favourite of
career, Elizabeth | and James [ James | was so impressed with Shakespear
company to be known as the King’s Men.
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william Shakespeare died on 23 April 1616, the day that is claimed to bé
survived by his wife and daughters. His son Hamnet had died some years §
At the time of his death, Shakespeare had retired from :
retirement funded by the success of his work:
writing would still have such popuiaratv &
expressions that have found th
works. In addition, im

snce 400 years later! F\
eryday language can be tracé«.
iTst found in Shakespeare’s works can§
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Macbeth ;
Macheth is one of Shakespeare’s shortest plays and is generally considered t¢
complicated works. It is a tragedy and details the downfall of a Scottish thane
three witches to corrupt his character, driving him to murder and evil and his:
warning of the dangers of excessive ambition. It also provides insight into sew;

heen taken f
Scotland.
has been s

it was such a short play is believed to have beez
2 that lames | did not enjoy long plays and so Shakespea;

James | was a strong believer in the divine right of kings, a theory that was g
century, which suggested that a king’s right to his title was bestowed upon:
attack or threat to the king constituted an attack on God's will. Similar ideas
explored in Mocbeth. Macbeth's intention to disrupt the natural progressio
his downfall.

The supernatural and sinister side of Macbeth is one of the main reasons fo:
was believed that this aspect of the play was included to please King James
witches. Mocheth features the famous three witches and the goddess of wi
audiences of the play witness various supernatural acts including spells cast
and also the appearance of ghosts. it is important to note that seventeenth
in witchfraft and ther@fgre the sup@maturai eleme “the play would ho

Viacheth becomes increasingly tied to the witches and.:
deeds. By tr®¥End of the play, he has no free will at all. He is little better tha

The play itself is surrounded by myths and superstition and some people be
believed that actors and theatre companies staging productions of Machet)
bad luck and various examples of this bad luck can be provided. For examph
cast as Lady Macbeth in the first performance of the play became mysteriol
a 1971 production in New York suffered two robberies and seven fires. it is.
Lincoln was reading Mocbeth aloud to friends, shortly before his assassinat

it is thought to be unlucky for actors to refer to the play as Macbeth unles
and s0 alternative titles, including "The Scottish Play’ or The Bard's Play’,
where these superstitions came from but if seventeenth :
is no surprise that actors were fearful about t
unhappy with their portrayal in the pl:
suggest that the witches’ incan
more logical explanati
became asg

d were real spelis with real t E
Jeen offered forthe emergence of the £
5 or failed theatre companies. This was beca
ompanies tried to salvage their reputation and ticket sale
aser, Macbeth. Invariably, this wasn’t always enough to |
s0 people began to notice that Macbeth was often the final play performe
Over time, this association grew to the popular perception that performir@
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if vou would like to develop your understanding of Macbheth a little furth
resources:

Play Text
Oxford School Shakespeare: A
0188324003}

Hiom Shokespeare, edited by

Muacbeth b3 ﬁake.speare, OUP Oxford, March 2009, {ISBN 978(}13‘1\?

EESRCT

Suggested Books
Dickson E and Staines 1 {2016} The Globe Guide to Shakespeare, Profile B

Wells, Stanley (2017} Shakespeare’s Tragedies: A Very Short introduction

Suggested Websites
For further research about Shakespeare’s plays, theatre, actors and sourcy
hitp:/ fwww.shakespeare-online.com/ :

For information about Shakespeare’s life and his language, and to watch \,

plays:
htips://www.rsc.org.ulk/shakespeare

For information on the Lord Men {Shakespeare’s theatre cc

pic/Lord-Chamberlains-Men

For information on special effects in Shakespeare’s Globe theatre:
hitp:/ /fwww.bardstage.org/globe-theatre-special-effects.him

For definitions of tragedy:
hitps://www.britannica.com/art/tragedy-literature
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Act
Apparition
Blank verse
Character
Context

Dramatic

Extract
Form

fambic pentameter

idea

Plot

Prop
Prophecy
Prose
Rhyming couplet
Scene
Setting
Soliloguy

Stage direction

Structure

Style
Symbol

Thane
Theme

Tragedy

Trochaic tetrameter

a section of a play — in Macbeth, there are five act

a vision or a ghost

verse written in iambic ne orbutthat does 1

Story being told

tety that affect how people irﬁ:erpretg§

en the reader or audience is aware of a situat
not aware of; this adds another layer of meaning ty
character :

a short section taken from a text
the format of a text {novel, poem or play)

a line that contains five iambs; an iamb is an unstrs{:s
stressed syllable s

what the writer might have wanted his audience t¢.

the main events of a play or novel

an object or item used on the stage to add meanin

nin the future

a prediction about what will

the written form of or:
a pair of

iy of a play; each act is divided into several

the location of the action in a play

a speech in which a character speaks his or her thc%

instructions that a playwright writes to help direct;
play f
how the action of the play is organised or divided i
audience to understand it f

the way that a writer writes: choice of words and <

a things which stands for, or represents, somethin;
value

a Scottish lord

what the play i topic that is explored ;

thé hero of a tragedy

a line with four trochees; a trochee is a stressed sy,
unstressed syllable :
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-)Q( Suggested Answers
)

Betow are some ideas for things to consider when covering the discussion guesti
learning tasks with your class. Z

Act i, Scene i
Dehate Prompts
1.  Consider:
& the dramatic open
8 interg

: hes on stage
ted by the witches’ mention of him
ance of the witches as a theme in the play

2. Conside?
¢ feslings of fear and excitement
& curiosity about what will happen next

3. Consider:
e the metrical rhythm of the lines {trochaic tetrameter}
e sounds like chanting or incantation
s the witches spealdin unison as though they are all of the same mind

Act d, Scene 2

Debate Prompts

1. Consider: :
® contrast between Macheth at the start and at the end qf the play — we seeés:s
e we see that he has a good side so we have a certa unt of sympathy

Actl, Scene 3
Dehate Prompts
1. Banquo’s proph

Tal interest because he is told his children wiE%

~the audience works out that the witches are correct befors.{s:s
anticipa® Wiackbeth’s reaction; it builds interest. :

Active Learning
1. Answers could include: ‘wither’d’, ‘wild’, ‘chappy’, ‘skinny’.
2. Students’ own interpretations.
3. Answers could include:
a} ‘I'the name of truth, / Are ye fantastical?
b} ‘The earth hath bubbles, as the water has, / And these are of them. Wl"

‘Were such things here as we do speak about? / Or have we eaten on t*\ COPYRIGHT
reason prisoner?’
¢} Two truths are told’ PROTECTED

d)  ‘The instruments of darkness tell us truths, / W
consequence.’

ith honest trifles

Act 3, Scene 4

Active Learning
There is alr ng also has heirs. His only option is to get rid of th£§
Debate Prons
Discuss how the witches first plant the idea in Macbeth’s head but Macbeth hi
seriously and act on them. If he was a good man would he have listened at ali?
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Actl, Scene B
Debate Prompt
She is evil, as shown by her desire to be filled with cruelty and her calling upon th
murder.
e  However, she is brave to do something as scary as call on evil spirits and she
Macbeth to be King and is prepared to kill for this. Very determined.

Act i, Scene

Debate Prompts
Dramatic irony — the audience ki
This means that we feel svim
the action is mgre

ng to happen and knows that L E
an and a sense of helplessness so w

1. Students own answers
2. Answers could include:
‘All our service / In every point twice done and then done double’ :
‘those honours deep and broad wherewith / Your majesty loads our house’;

Act i, Scene 7

Debate Prompts

1. Macbeth's battle with his conscience builds up tension as we don’t know
also highlights the enormity of his crime as he telis us all the reasons why

2. Thisis raally personal interpretation — Macbeth does have personal ambitio
by his wife, who has ridiculed his manhood,

Active Learning
1. Quotations could include:
Macbeth: I dare do all that may becomn
Lady Macbeth: “When you durs
would / Be so much
2. Reasons could

dares do more is nog
you were & man; / And, to be

: 1'sc clear in his great office’}.
incan’s cousin and subject {‘double trust’ ... ‘strong both againy
only real motivation is his ‘vaulting ambition’, which is not a goog

Act 2, Scene 1

Essay answers might build on some of the following points:

Banguo is polite and friendly to Macheth. But he specifically says that he has a
wants to keep his ‘allegiance clear’ — which suggests that he suspects Macbeth n;
brings up the subject of the witches and points out that they have ‘show’d some;
a gentle attempt to get Macbeth to talk more. 5

Act 2, Scene 2
Debate Prompts
Lacly Macbeth shows some anxiety before Macbheth comes bagk from the king’
guards might have woken up or that Macbeth might

not carry out the murder herself because of D
changes when Macbeth enters the

seinblance to her fathe
How of confidence for his ben

Active Learning
1. 1} bru : {Lady Macheth}; 2} Kill the king with a dagger (M
the gu :d smear them with biood, to try to place the blame on them
2. Macbet®8ecomes more unsettied and paranoid, thinking he has heard vo
that ‘every noise appals me’. Lady Macheth does not change much in this
determined, and condemns Macbeth for being so affected {‘Consider it no
poorly in your thoughts’) but she is wary that their actions could change th
make us mad’}.
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Act 2, Scene 3

Debate Prompts

Consider Lady Macbeth’s ability to dissemble and lie. She could pretend to fain
from herself and Macbeth. However, she shows herself to be susceptible to ne

Active Learning

1. Macduffis immediately suspicious that Macbeth kille
Donalbain is suspicious of everyone, even th :
blood, / The nearer bioody'.
Malcolm doesn’t want to ass

2. The weather is stormv.
technigue of pai

Act 2, Scene
Debate Prompts
1. The witches? God? Some universal sense of order that has been disrupted?
2. For emphasis; to highlight the enormity of the crime that has been committs
universal sense of order and justice that has been upset; to emphasise the
3. Macduff does not suspect Macbeth at this point — he is a good man and ik
shrewd, however, and very moral. As Macbeth behaves mare like a tyrant,
him. [t all becomes very personal with the murder of his family, when Mac
himseif up in opposition.

Active Learning 5
It is dark when it should be light; a falcon is killed by an owl; Buncan’s horses escy
each other,

&t 3, Scene &

Debate Prompts = '
1. Consider the increasing f ness of Banquo's tone. He does n¢
during the day but :

2. Comps

feel fear or guilt? She might be frustrated by Macbeth’s doubts? Perhaps sh
king and in charge of events himself.

Active Learning
Macbeth tries to convince them that Banguo had prevented them being promoty
past which held you / So under fortune’}. He uses rhetorical questions {‘'Do you f
predominant in your nature / That you can let this go?') as a persuasive technigy
desperate to kil Banguo, and while previously he was so undecided about mur

ordering more people to be killed. C@PYRQ@HT
Act 3, Scene 2 ?R@TEQ’E‘EQ

Debate Prompts
Consider Macbeth's attitude and actions — how h
respond to him as well.

nguo and his wife. T

Active Learning 5
Answers coulrae s'lack agents’, ‘crow’, ‘invisible hand’, ‘rooky woos
Act 3, Scen
Dehate Prompts :
The witches promised Banquo that he would father kings — i.e. that Fleance will &
escaped, he could still potentially become king and take the crown from Macbeté
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Act 3, Scene d
Debate Promipts
Duncan worse — he is a king, so to murder him goes against the universal laws of:
God. Duncan aiso trusted and rewarded Macbeth so it is a personai betrayal. |
Banguo worse — Banguo was Macheth’s personal friend. Very personal betrayal.
character and the father of a young child.

Active Learning
1. Students might mention: Fleanc
Macbeth feels guilty for my
thinks Macduff mi

“he escaped — this means t
o; He feels he is ‘in too deep’ {1 a
1 of murder,

Act 3, Scene
Debate Prompts

The witches seem to be following the actions of the play with interest as though
Macbeth's downfall. However, Macbeth has acted independently and decided t¢
from the witches at ail.

Active Learning
Hecate is angry with the witches for telling Macheth's future, that they shared :rw\\
that she was not involved. :

&ct 3, Scene b
Active Learning

1. There is a shortage of meat, everyone is sleepless, and people keep being rr\

2. Northumberiand and Siward
3. Macduff, Malcolm, Lennox, Ross, perhaps

Act 4, Scene 1
Active Learning

: if a fenny snake’, ‘eye of newt’, ‘toe of frog’, ‘wool
rm's sting’, ‘lizard's leg’, ‘owlet's wing’.

1 ANSWers

3. Student’s own answers

Debate Prompt
Student’s own answers

Act 4, Scene 2
Active Learning
So far: Duncan, the king's guards, Banquo, and now Lady Macduff and her childrg

Debate Prompt
Think about the contrasts between this scene and the biag

Act 4, S5cene 3
Debate Prompt
Student’s own answers

G
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Act S, Scene i
Active Leorning
Student’s own answers

Debate Prompts
1. Students might argue that Lady Macbeth was the more driven and persuasi
play, whereas Macbeth was unsure about murder
but Macbeth has no quaims about further m
2. Student’s own answers :

Act 5, Scene 2
Active Leary
ntion some of the foliowing:
fess: he can’t ‘buckle’ the ‘belt of rule’

His cause is ‘distempered’ {disturbed)

People say he is mad

He is not a popular king: those who follow him do so out of duty, not love
2. That his title as king is too good for him — he cannot live up to it

Debate Prompt 5
The mentions of Birnam Wood may give a clue. Could discuss dramatic irony her@

Act S, Scene 3

Active Learning :
Students might focus on ‘that which shouid accompany old age, / As honour, lovy
I must not look to have; but, in their stead, / Curses’, and analyse the sense of i

Debate Prompt
It seems that the prophecies are th

55

at he has left - they alleviate hy

doubt it nothing’, ‘It shall be done’
2. Heissaying that Macbeth's armies are as heartless as him, and that they se:
forced to.

Debate Prompt :
Students may know what happens next! If not, think of the rmentions of “The woe
set down hefore Dunsinane.

ALt s, Scene B
Debate Prompts :
1.  Macbeth reacts to the news by reflecting on the shortness and fragility of lite
couid show that he thinks now his wife is dead, life is not worth living; or his
doesn’t care much about her death as she woul »d sometime anyws
2.  Perhaps he is honouring her as it was sh is quest to be king;
he won't let even this stop him in '
3. Students’ own respons

Macduff wasSiready determined 1o kil Macheth when he found out that he’d kit
wife and children have been murdered by him, he is even more so — he is now al}

Debate Prompt
At this stage, it seems like a desperate attempt to convince himself ha may be sa\
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Act S, Scene 8
Active Learning

Macduff was born by caesarean section. This means that rather than his mother

wouid have taken him from his mother’s womb,

Debate Prompt
1. Students might argue: Macduff may feel he wants t

more honourable to fight one 1o one with M
2. Students’ own answers ‘

nally avenge his

Themes
Debate Prog
Students’

Active Leorning 1
Students’ own answers

Debate Prompt 2

Both try to persuade their husbands to act in accordance with traditional roles —

husband to be more of a ‘man’, and when Lady Macduff resents her husband le
not'}. However, Lady Macbeth is more subversive in her relationship with her hy

considerable power over him, where traditionally she would have been expected

about here.

Active Learning 2
Students’ own responses
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