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Teacher’s Introduction

This Activity Pack offers teachers a route to expioring Arthur Miller’s 4 View f1
ensure that every main event of the play has its own unique fask, allowing stud

understand ing of the characters and main themes.

Every activity concentrates on one o )
Pearson Edexcel iGCSE §

nent objectives preseribed |
the ‘Specification Information’ s

The ass

the i gh %

or each main activity is clearly labelled in the pen and
he activity box.

To provide an opportasity for ditferentiation, worksheets offer extension activig

students to explore the text and its meaning in more detail. These activities are;

3 puzzle logo and its relevant assessment objective, also located to the right side:

box. They also offer teachers ideas tor starter activities and homework tasks.

There is also a whole-text section that explores the key themes, issues, language.

play, with activities on topics such as justice, Greek tragedy and Miller’s life, a
multiple-choice quiz to check unde:t'standing of the whole play. In addition &

improving exam and essay-writing skills, offering ‘down to earth’ advice to str
practice exam guestions,

Suggest@d answers have been provided for some of the ifficelt activities 18

section of the pack, which has been included for are not so familiag

This pack applies to the tollowing components of the Pearson Edexcel
International GCSE:

Component 2: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts:
Section A: Modern Drama {examined} and Component 3:
Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts {coursework).

Component 2 is worth 40% of the total qualification. In this component candidig
Meodern Drama text and one Literary Heritage text. Component 3 is available a‘i
and also assesses 40% of the total English Literature qualification through two ¢ o

R

internally set and assessed, and externally set and assessed.

¢  AQ2: Analy

Thls P\CU
used by Pearson iGCSE (Literature). There is a primary focus on AOT and AC

“k provides engaging and comprehensive activides that cover t

areas of assessment that students will be examined on for the study of Modern
enables a detailed explovation of the structure, setting, themes and character:
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their skills for A4 (the relationships between texts and the contexts in which t
also preparing thern thoroughly for iGCSE exams. '

sents the a

This table pre sessment objectives for cach acti

ity throu ghout the re

Alfieri and Red Hook Plot Quiz
Exstension Activity Justice :
Fami}y Aftairs 2 Extension Activity
1 Guilt A
i Political Allegory
Extens® Activity 2 Masculinity
Vinny Bolzano i Extension Activity &
Extension Activity 4 Audience Reaction
Marco and Rodolpho 2 Changes over Time |
Extension Activity 2 Greek Tragedy A
A Failing Relationship i Extension Activity
Extension Activity 2 A Play for the Stage:
slander and Warnings i Tension :
Extension Activity 4 Extension Activity
Alfieri’s Advice 2 Dramatic Devices
Extension Activity 2 Language Shaping
Family Discord 2 | Language and Emo
Extension Activity i

Trials of S’trength

Extersion Activity

Lover’s Fears

Violeny

Exte ctivity

PO o= N2 N2 e

Tragedy Looms

Extension Activity

R

Anger and Frustration 1

Extension Activity
The Arrests

Extension Activity

FQ»-A-F&Q&#—A

Final Trag(—:dy

PO

‘xtension Activity
Extension Activig
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Pre-Reading Activities

certre, fill

Using the internet or a sc :
ion about the

in the table below v
life and wor

Birth, youth and
family

First successes

Int&iesting
aspects of Miller's
life

Famous works
{plays, other
writings, etc.)
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Section-by-Section Activities: .

1 and out lawyer

Pages 11~12: The play begins w :
1 its nefarious past. An

rk, but not always to the letter of the law

Looking through the first tw
find quototions that support

A, Red Hook is known fo

B. The ethnic bachgroumﬁ\g
revealed.

B

Z

ustice is important, bu
through illegal means..

E. The crime in Red Hook

Describe the atmosphere creé&f\i\i
Miller ot the beginning of the

What can we expect to occu&zé
the upcoming drama?

/ What does the notion of Gustice’ really mean?
Define the concept in your own words ;
would expedt to find it in g diction

Should justice alway

examples of real life situations where
\j‘uatice has been upheld,

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 4 of 42
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news of the imminent,
imumigrants froog

¥ two cousins, who are illega

P —

.

Compﬁe’ie this table with notes on what we have learnt abou
characters so far. Don't forget to include quotations that sup
comments, using the example to help you with the tash,

BEddie

Protective of, and concerned, for his niece Catherine. § " You look il

college” (pag

Beatrice

comments om

piaying these three roles? Give§

» Tone of voice for each che
s Their physical movements
\ ¢ The use of costume ond

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack
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Pages 18-21: When Beatrice tells her husb
Catherine has been offered, he is unh;
Eventually, after losing her tex
agree with Catherine g

irice manages to convi
e job offer.

1.  Describe Cotherine’s situation
the play, os well as explaining
offerad, Z

2. How does Eddie respond to the
does he act this way? Usea g
Your comment. :

3. Eddie says to his niece “l want
different kind of people.” Wh
about Eddi his hopes for .

iow Beotrice reqcts to
ititude, and how he finally ag
accepting the job. ;

0,

Deascribe the mood of the sceng;g;
Eddie’s acceptance (page 210, ¢
the three reqact together?

/ During this section of the play, the \\\
three characters experience o range of

emoctions,

Explain the thoughts and feelings of
Eddie, Bedatrice and Catherine,
following the news of the job offer.

Don't forget to includ

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 6 of 42
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Pages 22~25: The friendly and humomua 3
Beatrice and Catherine once again Lh
COUSIns. Eddm S nerves incre

sphere dissolve
naminent arriva;
plains the dangers of |

theme of illegal immigration. Make notes on the
following aspects of this section:

s Why are Eddie and Beatrice so nervous?
e What hoppened to the informer Vinny Bolzono?

e What do we learn about the members of the Red
Hook community?

s Explain how the system of receivin
immigrants is so orgoanised

 How do thew

die and his wife

Imagine you had to lea
and travel halfway acro
home — where you woulc
identity and avoid being

government workers,

o » ool int COPYRIGHT
ow would you feel in

situotion? ; PROTECTED

e your thoughts
ng in an alien and
urwelcorming lond, as w
the relatives you would
YOUr presence.

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 7 of42




Pages 26~33: The secret arrival of Beatrice
Rodolpho, is met with a friendly a;’ad
isn't long before Eddie takes 2.3

usins, Marco ar,
o atmosphere. |
e lively character of ¢

sole below to explain what is revedled about the ch
nd Rodolpho, and the effect they have upon their ho

The brothers have never b

“This will be the first house |
ever walked into in Americal Rodolpho
Imagine!”

inexpericnced natures. R
excited and lively charack
experierices.

“but spoon maybe we can have
ouy own house”

“And 1 took his place in the
garden of the hotel. Three arias |
sang without a mistake!”

“Especially when they are so
beautifull”

COPYRIGHT
“What's the high heels for, PROTECTED

Garbo?”

The singing of the song ‘Po.
conflict of emotions for the
stage. 5

Comment on the lyrics of &
and what they reveal, the

Catherine and Eddie and
hint ot what might happey

\iﬁ the play.

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 8 of42




Rodolpho increase, and his “unhealt!
emphasises the problems of b

Fili i @ oble below with quotations that reveal Eddie’s tro
explairiing in the right-hand column how his concerns negati

relationship with his wife Beatrice.
.

The arrival of the

Eddie’s life has now | “there was a trouble that would | their velatonship,

changed. not go away” (page 34} concerns for safefy
experienced.

Hddie is concerned
that Rodolpho will be
discovered as an illegal

spending too much
time with Catherine.

Eddie’s sexual
relationship with his
wife is failing.

e COPYRIGHT
Fddie’s work
colleagues think highly PROTECTED

of the cousins.

V/V Create o dramotic monole
Beatrice, voicing her con
husband's state of mind
hove changed since the ar

Use relevant details from i
support vour work, ’

N

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page B of42




Pages 39-45: As Catherine and Rodolpho
displeasure increases and he asks to ¢
becomes upset as Eddie ques?
towards her, and she jgg
the negative i

tirn home late, E
% niece alone.
ut Rodolpho's inten
‘tied b} Beatrice to be wary of
“lationship has on her.

f’
Find the quotations below. For each one, explain what is hap,
the play, and what is revealed about the emotions and interty
characters Eddie, Beatrice and Catherine.

.,

//;uring this scene, Beatrice seriously warms

Catherine of her relationship with Eddie, as
the voung lady realises that she must treat
the situation differently.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Through reading the ploy so for, whai' a
we learn about the reiataonshﬁ
and Cotherine?

How and wi Connection

chd

Why is it unsettling for the
\3ud§ence?

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 10 of 42




Pages 45-50: In an act of desperation, Eddi
attempt to have Rodolpho arrested a
soor realises how frenzied aj
become, and foretel

(/;;rhing with a partner, rehearse ¢ \

performance of the mesting between Eddie
and Alfieri. Carefully corsider the thoughts
arcd emotions of both characters, while
seeking to bring the text alive’,

¢ longshoremary's 1
here is to come. ..

Once you have rehearsed a three minute
presentation, each pair can perform their
activity to the rest of the class.

Explain the different functions

that Alfieri has in the play. When
does he appear on stage, and
what purpose does he serve
he does?

What does the cu
state of Eddie’s ming
. the play?
\\\\\:\ \ Looking through pa.
\\\\\\\\ quotations that reve.
concerned emotions
undergoing. COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

Explain how Miller ¢
uage {choices
uses) to present {
haracter's troubled

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 11 of 42




Pages 50-56: The scene now returns to Eddiz’s home, where
Rodolpho talk about their life in Italy
peace and family life, Eddle hate
more and more appare

ghts towards Rodol;

e surface appe

Com

L fears of ‘losing’ Catherine.

> this table with explonations about how Eddie caus ;
in the family enwvironment, due to his utter dislike of Rodolphe

“1 know lemons are green, for
Christ’s sake” (page 51)

“I betcha there’s plenty surprises
sometimes when those guys get
back” (page 52

Rodolpho, like

“If he's here to work, then he
should work” (page 54)

“He sings, he cooks...” (page 55)

intenﬁéﬁns and why he is unhappy
\\ with Rodolpho's actions.

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 12 of 42
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Pages 56-58: Tensions rise, as Eddie’s hostility towards Rodo%

2 vwn independ
al in a boxing match.

continues. While Catherine seeks to
tries to overpower and emba
is Eddie who is ove

During the final pages of the first act, we witness
characters striving against the unfriendliness and
negativity of Eddie,

For eqch of the dramatic events below, explain the
different types of ‘trials of strength’ which Miller
presents in the play.

Why do these characters act in this way? What is
the outcome of their actions and wht significance
do such events have?

¢ EBddie tears up his newspaper

s Cotherine cshs R

fifting contest

We soon realise how o
Eddie has become, os
characters resent his n
end of the first act.

Beaotrice
Catherine
Rodoipho
Marco

onwe

.

various trials of strengt%g

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 13 of 42
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Section-by-Section Activities: |

Alfieri introducing

Pages 59-63: The second A
i & have been alone in the hous

time that Catherine
scene creates :
rns, while Catherine strives to discover Roda

1. Why does Catherine question

find out?

2. Find two guotations that re ‘

regarding

does Catherine reqct tcg
hat do we learn about he

relationship between Cather

fore of tenderness and love, as well as &

going back to ltaly? What a$

genuine ond honest intentio

3. What does the ltalion urge h
uncle? Why d

5. Whot do we redlise about th

Rodolpho in this scene? How

different to Eddie and Beatric

/;Ionsider how you would respond to this exam- \\

style question:

Explore how Miller presents an zmpies on of
tenderness and love in this extrocs

gtmosphere from previous scenes.

\icontent) and the change of

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 14 of 42
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the bedroom
Je is furious a
ts of violence and a

Pages 63-65: As Catherine and Rodolpho
love, Eddie returns home drunk. The
the Italian to leave. The scenaciy
drama’s love ianglel &

Miller uses dramatic stage directions in these pages to dearly
strong emotions felt by the three characters. Use the table be
record the physical movemerts of the scene, and what impres.
acting directions give to the audience.

Eddie

Radolpho

@r this question, whil
write in the first person:

the dramatic scenes of thi
(pages 63-65). Explain y
frustrated thoughts and f
k\\ regarding vecent events.

Imagine you are Rodolph

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 15 of 42
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Pages 65-67: A mood of inevitable doom

w¥change his actions un
g to strike, following Hddie's

ted, as Eddie
-t against Rodc

QUOTATION A
“I normally go home well before

5’

six...” {(page 65)

QUOTATION C
“But I will never forget how dark the
room became.” {page 65)

QUOTATION
“You won't have :

QU
“I had lost my
(page 65)

QUG
“This is my las;
or not.” (page 66

QUi
“Putitoutofy.
follows into the

For the six guotations above, explain how Miller uses longuagy
structure to create an impression of inevitable tragedy. How »
guotations reveal the unavoidable fate of Eddie’s character? |

/ Make g list of the events that have \

happened in the play so far that hint e
or suggest o tragic ending. ‘

Now, make an ess

ex :3

e how Miller uses the dramatic
forni of a tragedy i A View from the

\ Bridge. /

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack
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Pages 67-71: After a secret phone call to th nigration off
returns home, where he is unhappy toaba
have moved upstairs into a

between husband a

tient. A heated discu

“atherine and

/E;;a pdges 67to 76

What do you think of the way that Eddie speaks and
beluaves in this extract?

'\\

Rermnember, analyse exactly what is happening in the
extract. Whot emotions is Eddie experiencing? What is
reveaied by his words and actions? Use the extract
carefully, selecting appropricte quotations, and
explaining what they reveal to us — the
audience.

Working in pairs, write g response to this

\?uesﬁm.

Cotherine and Rodolph

Working in a group of fo

performance of o ‘lerry St
show, where the characte

show,

‘become’ the characters

Whaot acousations will b

o of the ‘show'?

problems and differences

Remember, every memb.

appropricte longuage o

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 17 of 42
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S

Pages 71-77: After Catherine coolly invitesr Todie to her wede
Immigration officers arrive, and arres aad Rodolpho, ag
WO othei immigrants new : Within moments E
distrusted by his wi ¢ the Red Hook ¢ omumunity ..

Looking through poages 71 to 77,
reved! these events, which are liss
order: :

A. Beaotrice is very angry w
is close to reaching ‘boilin

B. Eddie tries to reassert h:e

He is childishly upset wh
Cothering's imminent w

Cotheri

2 is cold and cot

ddie is very concerned \
about Liparl’s nephew,

Beatrice suspects Eddie c\

Members of the Red Hoef
suspect Eddie. 5

H. A tragic doom is hinted E
Marco's character. :

Consider how Miller has returmed to the \ ?ggggﬁ?;;

theme of justice and the community., The
play began with Alfieri discussing the
rough justice of Red Hook, whi
Beatrice recounts the stor
Bolzano, the infor

punished

kMiller included
rlier parts of the story,
What was the playwright

\freparing the audience for?

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 18 of 42




s swiftly on 'L‘O‘Mz

Viable doom. Des
arco, the characters 1
loody fight.

Pages 77-85: The last section of the play m
tragic ending with the recurring moo ’
futile warnings made to both
refentlessly on into

/ What promise does Alfieri encourage Marco to \\
make? How does the audience view Marco's

‘acceptance’ and Alfier!’s ottempt?

2. How have Catherine’s views of Eddie now
changed? Use quotations from pages 78to 82 to
support your comments,

3. How does Eddie react when Beotrice confronts him
about his true feslings for Cathering?

4. What is the significance of hov
does it suggest?

- er portraved in
\ Gges? Why hos Miller
wirayed him in this manner?

ﬂn epilogue is o diredt g

audience at the end of ¢
commenting on the ove
droawn from the play.

Summarise Alfier's final

curtoin falls?

\iﬁha‘t effect is Miller s’triké

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 19 of 42
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Whole-Text Activities

1. A View from the Bridge is set in F
Hook, an area of:

Who says, ‘My
send right a'WaSiés:s

1 Boston (3 Marco
C (1 Eddie
1 %0s Angeles 3 Alfieri

2. A main theme of the play is: 8. Rodolpho’s sm
0O Anti-informing 3 "Toy Boy’
0 Socialism 3 ‘Red Dog’
1 Isolation 1 ‘Paper Do}ﬁé

3. The playwright Arthur Miller was 9. ‘What'sthe h
married to: Wheo is Eddie

1 Catherine
1 Rodolpho

0 Kim Basimger

Pamela Anderson

(3 Beatrice

4. 1 begins with this character.  10. Eddie’s reacti@ﬁéi%
1 Alfier [l Racism |
1 Rodolpho (3 Jealousy
O Catherine [ Respect

5. What news does Catherine have for 11, “Youdon't have%

Eddie at the beginning of the play? youw're a womar, COPYRIGHT
1 Shehasajob (3 Beatrice PROTECTED

1 Arrival of the cousins 1 Mrs Aiﬁeri%

I3 Police searches E1  Rodolpho

je of one informer? 12,

e jones

\4
O
1 Vinny Bolzano (1 Keep her
0

Rodolpho [1 Encourage

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 20 of 42




13. ‘He sings, he cooks...” Eddie is: 18.

3 Being complimentary

3 Provoking a fight
1 Making a threat

14. E ige to Rodolpho is: 19.
1 M Cwspaper ripping
{1 Chair lifting
I3 Boxing

15. The second act opens with: 20.

3 Twolovers
3 Two enemues

1 A boxing match

16. Who says, ‘How can [ bring
from a rich country to
poor country?’?. ¢

3 Rodolpho

17. Eddieis when he realises 22.
Rodolpho and Catherine have been
making love.

3 Drunk
{3 Indifferent

{3 Amazed

. ‘He kilied m

“Youwon't ha;
world, Eddiel”
0 Alfieri

O Marco

[0 Beatrice

Eddie inf@rms%
1 Longshoreé:z
[0 Police :

1 Imamigra m\

Catherine an i

1 Are secre
{1 Fightall th(
[1 Rentan ap\

accusing Eddii
[0 Rodolpho
1 Marco
3 Alfieri

The manner o}
represent his ¢

(1 Self-destr

(3 Racial igng

1 Poor social

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack
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sike is presented by M
& boxes below with explanc
ice is featured by the different euy

3

In the beginning of the play, Alfieri The story of Vinvéu
describes the people of Red Hook. Beatrice.

Eddie tries to take some form of lega
action against Rodolpho.

Lipari and other
community turn

Marco seeks revenge on Eddie. Alfieri conclude
statement that “iy
half”. !
COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Now, answer this exam-style question, wsing the guotations thot vo
collected in the boxes above, and writing in PEE parographs:

How does Miller present the theme of justice in A View from the

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 22 of 42




.....

play whom, as well as the con
tricl, What accusations will b
\KAnd which witnesses will be ¢ca

Discuss idecs with your group, (is Morco guilty of murder?) before fil
with planning notes for the group performance. :

Characters not in the
play, e.g.
judge/lawyers/jury,

etc. :

Acc®8Ton against

Marco

Witnesses to be called

Marco's defence

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iIGCSE Activity Pack Page 23 of 42
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right to criticise Rodolpho in the ploy?

“Mr Alfieri, they're laughin’

at him on the piers. I'm
ashamed. Paper Doll they
call him.” (page 47)

“ Come%
Rodolp

“T mean lk
: cook, Ica
S make dres;
" the waterfy

*Apage 35)

//r”f hroughout the ploy Eddi:
about maonliness, and act
inz awvay, which he

Explain what the different%
guotations above reveal o

ahout this central idea

\jn the play.

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 25 of 42
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orcls woulld make
; v respond in this woy?
asrently to Rodolpho?

Working in pairs, discuss hows
the awdience react

A View from the Bridge Pearson Edexcel iGCSE Activity Pack Page 26 of 42




of the ploy.

{Fill in this table with notes on the emotions of characters at the beginn%éﬁ;

Marco

Rodolpho

Beatrice COPYRIGHT
E PROTECTED
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achieve o similor
tabie baldoy:

Classical Greek tragedies would often begin with
a prologue, where an individual character would
give background irformation to the audience,
allowing them to understand the context of the
upcoming drama.

How Miller represents this element of Greek
tragedy in the play:

In ancient tragedies th
(protagonist) usually
which he/she brought
usually due to a weaks
downfall would cause
fear. The actions of the;
the whole community.

How Miller represenis:
tragedy in the play:

The cha & {piay was a group of
characte e linked to the action of the
drama. Ti orus would act as both narrators
and actors, often interacting with other characters
and giving them advice. Other functions of the
chorus were to emphasise the ceniral themes of
the play and to give background information to

the audience.

How Miller represents this element of Greek
tragedy in the play:

Although tragedies us
the play’s main charac
how suciety could ‘ret
inevitable tragedy, soc
cart be regained. Trag
where the chorus wou
oukcome of the play.

How Miller represenis:
tragedy in the play:

/,ane you have - e task above, N
write 8% sponse to this exam-style .
quest 3
E:rpioreﬂ the ?no?dezllef ffr?'éée;fts by \%%
using the features of a Greek tragedy .
\_ in A View from the Bridge. -
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it is important to remember that 4 View from the Bridgeis « p!a@
been written to be performed on stage. Therefore, careful conside

Ry

Lgnt between Eddie and Marco, in g street fil
stacks Marco with a knife, but the blade is tumed o
er Marco intended to stab Eddie, who dies s the cu

Use the plan of the stage below to organise your own production o
Working closely with the text, choose where to place each characte
props and matericals relevant to the events. Once you have done t
you would present the lighting, sound effects and acting of the fing
\reveaﬁ the attitudes and emotions of the main characters?

11234567891011121314 E: 11617 1818 a0

COPYRIGHT
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{/

Once you have planned this sco e these three sentence

5% film because...

different to o novel because...

K s Putting on a performance of 4 Vew from the Bridge would
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ures events to bu
auspense engages our intere
lay's choracters. Below you w

Throughout the play Miller organises ¢
tension for the audience. This

out the correct order of events?

B. Catherine and Rodelpho C
spend fime alone together in
the apartment.

A, Beatrice warns Catherine of
her relationship with Eddie.

3. Rodolpho tries to make E. Beatrice is nervous about the
peace with Eddie. arrival of her cousins.

. Eddie gives Rodolpho a H
“boxing lessory, followed by
Marco's chair-liftin
challenge.

ed by 3

im0’s actions, and tells §§ L &
-atherine that he's ‘using :
her’.

§. Eddie orders Rodolpho to
leave, before kissing both of
the lovers.

K. Alfieri tries to persuade
Marco not to kill Eddie.

N. Eddie is unhappy when

. Eddie seeks legal advice - ; :
o« Catherine tells him she has a

from Alfieri.

iob.
” COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
1. Allocate each event with o tense rating 1 {weak)
to 10 (strong). Now, describe Mil f tension
throughout the play., Y : sicer:

& The incregs e of tension

st tense and thrilling ports

mpact of events that are less tense

e Why Miller uses tension

2. Now create a tension graph by plotting the events using
time’ on the x~axis and %tension’ on the y-axis

=
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A dramaotic device is o ‘trick’ used by
or create ¢ porticular effect upsy
common dramatic de

ence, Consider th

matic irony 5
This is when the audience knows Tragic main chara,
something that a character does not. pride, just before
4
Soliloquy Juxtaposin
This is when an actor directly speaks to the Placing two scen
audience, voicing their thoughts or opinions. different in moo
7
Tension Po
Creating suspense with mysteriou Letting the villain

dangerous events. rewarded.

In pairs discuss the six features above, explaining why each
Can you think of any examples where these techniques are
formats (e.g. films, novels, etc.)? How are they used differen
feature from o play? How are they similar? f

COPYRIGHT
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)

For each of the dromatic devf
above, find an example £

e is being used. How
are they effective?

. /
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When writing a play, the use of language is important for shapin
and varied characters. For example, how would the language of
from the words used by Rodolphao? Also, how wiuld Eddie spe
than Alfieri? Consider these differences s

\ir_&, orever! Me, I want to be an American. And
1 want to go back to Italy when I am rich, and |
will buy a motorcycle. (He smiles. Marco shakes him
affectionately.)

Catherine A motorcycle!

Rodolpho With a motorcycle in ltaly you will never starve any
more.

Beatrice  I'll get you coffee. (She exits fo the kitchen.)

Eddie What you do with a motorcycle? ‘ o

hMarco He dreams, he dreams.

Rodolpho

ge. But quickly, and with a great noise. With a
iue motorcycle I would station myself in the
courtyard of the hotel, and in a little while I would
have messages.

Marco When you have no wife you have dreams.

Eddie Why can’t you just walk, or take a trolley or sumpm?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

e, different che
ords, and it'sthro
playwright con ae
* their characters.

MNow, answer the questionb
from the extroct above:

How does Miller use lang
\\jharacters in this extract?
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He reaches out suddenly, draws her to him, and as she strives 1o free herself

Rodolpho Don’t! (He pulls on Eddie’s arm.) Stop that! Have respect

Eddie (spun round by Rodolpho) You want something?
Rodolpho Yes! She'll be my wife. That is what I want. My wife!
Eddie But what're you gonna be?

Rodolpho I show you what I bel

Catherine Wait outside; don't argue with him!

Eddie Come on, show me! What're you gonna be? Show mel
Rodolpho (with tears of rage) Dor’t say that to me!

Roedolpho flies at him in atteck. Eddie pins fis arms, laughing, and sudd

Catherine BEddiel Let go, va hear mel I'l} } ggzo of him!

The use of a double negative and the commanding tone of Edd
“You ain’t goin’
nowheres.”

‘I'm not gonna be
a baby any

more!”
“Stop that! Have COPYRIGHT
respect 5'0.1' hf—;ﬁ ’ PROTECTED

‘Come on, show
me! What’re you
gonna be? Show

me!’

‘Leggo of
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Therefore, get to know the question.
Underline the key words, and read #
again and again until you get o good
\\Enders’mnding of the essay question.

\issay,

Now explain in your own words what you would have to write ¢

P 22

You should always make o plan of

your essay. Examiners and markers
like to see this because i shows thot
you have carsfully thought about
what you are going to write.

Essay plans aiso heip £
wiide to keep
& essay.

is essay plon for the
guestion above:

Es

Paragraph 1:
nd what the ¢
ocussing on.

Paragraph 2:
on stage with
Beatrice plus

Etc ...
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o comment on:

e Introduce the text(s)
~ name of text, publish
writer's name. ‘

« Explain what the essoy
looking at/discussing o

text — in other words, i
the essay guestion,

Good essays have original

beginnings. Don't settle for the
uninteresting “In this essoy | will
discuss”, but instead find o
interesting start.

oty znf:ereﬁtmg Bridge’s o pl 0\

he play, or vou could ‘

e essay question in o Write something lik.
unigue way. Give the . )
examiner/marker o first line that i A View fr o
different to ol the other papers seen s a pﬂ‘-’fﬂyé
they will mark! \\ from the Brid,

Lising the advice on this worksheet, write the introduction for B
been set to write, Consider the example below, based onthe

mentioned essay guestion:

N

fully explores complex social themes. ..
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Using a PEE (Point, Evidence ’ ,@ﬁmg}aph structure &
writing can help you att

fﬁegm your paragraph with an explonat
wish to make,

e.g. Miller first presents Eddie {o the au;
concerned and loving guardian w
niece Catherine.

.

/ MNow support your statement with evi

e.g. Eddie compliments Catherine tha
of them girls § ent to college’
i 4 uncle, who war
. and wear her skirls "t
s taken advantage of.

/;inaﬂy you must explain whot the:sé
how it proves your point.

e.g. Therefore, at the beginning w
image of a considerate uncl
absent father. However, whe
characterisation in more deta;
Eddie’'s reasons for his conce

\ this surface point of view.

R
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/ The conclusion is the final paragraph of an ess
section you will need to sum up the points

made (your arguments), brmgma
conclusion.

in other iy ew of what the

For Example e f/ in this essay...

K\the play.

How does Miller present

-you would need to summmrasé
haue made obout Eddie’s cham:

Writing o conclusion is o lot easier than it seems,
ady been done — all you have to do now s summa

V/ L.ooking ot the essay you have written, summarise the \\
main point {argument} of each paragraph, except for
the introduction, in o bullet-point list.

MNow write o paragraph that briefly exploins .
grgued in each bullet-point. Fm;sh YO
with a fingl sentence summao

\\Ieuecded about the suks &3 under discussion, /
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When answering an exam question on the ploy, you must me:ig
to a certain time Ezmat whzch your teacher will advise you of,

guestion:

Explore s character changes throughout E

se Chnges

it s important that you understand and stick to the que
So, underline its key words and corsider oll the different thing
happen in the play with relation to the question. e.g. What d
Catherine do in the droma? How does she change? Whaot of
\fj:er actions have on the plot and audience? How is she impo

55

MNow, decide how many of these ‘\\
ideas you can include in your

. 3 e Paragraph 1:
arswer during the time limit,

Remember to give examples of
events in the text for each

Paragraph 2:

Paragraph 5

differe,

arrives,

Therefore it’s o good idea to make Paragraph 4 How C.

a simple bullet point plan for your Fddie's

\\i;iawer.,, /
Etc ...

Once you have made your plan, you
are ready to begin answering t ;
guestion. Don't forget to
Point, Evidence, |

vant to the
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Working in a group of four to six people, consider these practic
guestions on the play. Each group member should choose one
for which they will make o list of possib hot could be
GsWer, :

How does Miller present Mr Alfieri in the play? :
In your answer you should consider language, form and structure.

Explore the importance of Eddie in the play? :
In your answer you should consider laniguage, form and structure.

Explore the theme of loyalty in A View from the Bridge. :
In your answer you should consider language, form and stricture.

Explore how the relationship betw
important themes in the play
In your answer you sh

nd Catherine%

mguage, form and stricture.

f/gnce the group have completed \ COPYRIGHT
member can feed back their idec PROTECTED

chosen questios iscuss each gue
considerin ¢ sions that could
iy new ideas that m

ch member of the group can ny
for one of the questions above. C
the correct amount of time writin
40 minutes), swap arnswers gmon
each other’s work, What suggest

con you advise? :
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Indicative Content

Below is some guidance on the more challenging questions and activities in th

Act i

Catherine’s Mews

. From the outset of the play, studen
with Eddie, and his own un

. Students .

0 a higher social standing.
toal gt I stand g

ould consider the working class status of Eddie’s family, and |

5. Despite the initial anxiety raised by Eddie, and the female family membe

harmoniously peaceful mood is evoked, as the three characters talk and &

However, the calm atmosphere is short-lived and is about to be thrown i

concerning the ostracised Vinny Bolzano and the arrival of the illegal immy

Vinny Bolzano
Students will benetit from a discussion of illegal immigrants and what causes]
countries. The extension activity on this worksheet could function as an appg
precipitating this discussion.

Marco and Rodolpho: Exension 4
dthers, and in the United States it
S 1943 to 22" January 1944, The song w
Six years before the great success of the song swept%

‘Paper Doll” was a hit song |
number one hit from
Black, whegt®

A Faﬂing Relati()nship: Extension Activity
This task allows students to become familiar with the style of ‘empathy ques
encounter irl t}l@ir exXams. AdViCC on ]‘10\«\/ to CO!TIPECI‘C SUC}] an aCUVity lS E}l'

Empathy Questions worksheet, located in the Essay Preparation section of ¢

Slander and W arnings: Extension Activity
Students should consider why Miller chose to include the storyline of “forbidd
infatuation with his niece. How do we as an audience react to his feehngs and

Do we find him repulsive? And, even more importantly, do we find it, in so:

Alfieri’s Advice
For the first time in the play, Alfieri beco
Students should consider the varin

Greek chorus, which is

E:amiiy Dis%

A discussion of Eddie’s notion of ‘manliness’, as well as modern day society

advisable at this point of study. Eddie’s bigoted view of “what raakes a real

G

in the character of Rodolpho. Eddie’s barely concealed jibes at Rodolpho’s %
behaviour brings to light an interesting talking point on gender, and how chai
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Trials of Strength
The first act culminates with various ‘trials of strength’, and the implication
final tragic events of the drarna. The stage directions of when Eddic tears u
his aggressive intentions towards Rodolpho, and the imminent violence of' t

demonstrates her ow test of strengtb by stubbornly 1‘efusing to adhere to b

asks Rodolpho to dance; an event which foreshadows he nfident and inde

end of the play.

3 a common mode of behavi

Fddie and Rodolpho’s boxing ‘|
contesting in female con tense episade anticipates the violent strlg

the two chax

B35%

ond act, while Marco’s chair lifting victory 'prepa:

inevitable play’s conclusion.

Act 2

Lovers” Fears

t. This question focuses on Catherine’s atterapt, and apparent success, in g

true attection for her, or whether he is only aiming for American citizens

4. Miller creates complex characters, with conflicting emotions that add to
Although Eddie has acted appallingly, Catherine still feels love for her un
gratefulness and duty, as reflected by her reluctance to cast bim off as a cq

5. Students should comment on the affectionate and open relationship of Ro:
contrast to the closed and cold relationship of Eddie and Beatrice. The la :

life, while Cathe

intimacy, as demonstrated by the irapotency of their =

to function in a bving and sexual relationshin

Tragedy Looms
Students should be
discussion g%

: onsider the dramatic form of ﬂ‘ageclv pri
sreek tragedy, as well as defining the term “tragec
as discussin . stories and texts that the class may be familiar with, such 3
popular text Blood Brothers and other plays by Miller. :
Anger and Frustration

Extension Activity :
This task will allow students to become accustomed to exploring the charact
confidence in their dramatic abilities. E

The Arrests

Extension Activity

Students should develop an undemhnding of the writer’s craft in this activit

justice, with its sustained and recurring apphcation 5 the audience f
from the Red Hook community. A disc

which is covered in detail on the P

that builc?
2. Students should comraent on how Catherine no hmger hesitates in critic

sion and disbelief for the audience, leading up to the drama

beginning of the act, but instead feels anger and contempt for his actions
bitterly.
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4. The fact that Eddie is killed by holding the knife in his own hand suggests

for his death, due to his errant actions throughout the play.

5. Students could consider Eddie’s deluded belief that Marco should come ai

an element of ‘hubris’ in the tragedy, which could be likened to the over
doorn of other tragic protagonists.

Plot Quiz Answers

1. New York Provoking a figh
2. Anti-informing per Dol 14. Boxing ‘
3. Marih 9. Catherine 15. Two lovers

4. Alieri Qe 10. Jealousy t6. Rodolpho

5. She has a job i1, Rodolphe 17. Drunk

6. Vinny Bolzano 12. Let Catherine go 18. Alfieri

Whole-Toxt Activities

These worksheets should not be necessarily completed after reading the play,

it will be most suitable for the class to explore these areas in more detail.

Context

This research activity is ideal for students working in a resource centre or IT

in the initial stage of studving the play.
“ F - Pl

ideas and Messages: Political Allegory,
This worksheet is intended to aid st
was written somewhat in 1
represents the who allegedly informed on friends to the HI
to be a sha

‘rstanding how Miller's 19“
a Kazan's film On the Warerfront. M

DPrue to the disappointing lack of film adaptations ot A View from the Bridge,
present suitable viewing stimulus while studying the play; the film gives are
appearance, behaviour and attitudes of longshoremen (hke Eddie) working o

structure: Tension

The correct order of the play’s events is listed below:

E Beatrice is nervous about the arrival of her cousins.

N Eddie is unhappy when Catherine tells him she has a job.

O When Rodolpho first arrives and interacts with Catherine, Eddie bec
H Eddic is angered by Rodolpho’s actions, and tells Catherine that he’s
A Beatrice warns Catherine of her relationshi die.

M Eddie seeks legal advice from Alfic ' ‘

G Eddie gives Rodolpho a ‘he;

B Catherine and Ra

£ ooy

 J

F W0, Marco and two other immigrants are arrested, and Eddie E
K Alfieri tries to persuade Marco not to kill Eddie. :
L Eddie refuses to let Beatrice go to the wedding, insisting on his ‘righﬁ"%
D Rodolpho tries to make peace with Eddie. :
H Marco and Eddie fight, resulting in Eddie’s death.
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