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Teacher’s Introduction
These revision cards have been created as a supplement for the teaching of A Christmas Carol, in order to meet
the following GCSE exam specifications: AQA, Edexcel, Edugas, OCR and WJEC.

The cards in this resource ensure that the students are given questions, tasks and information relating to all the
aspects of the novel with which they will be expected to be familiar, including:

o Key characters

. Key events

. Themes

o The writer’s use of language, structure and form
. Useful key terms

. Key quotations

o Relevant contexts

. Reception of the text over time

Practice exam questions are also included in the pack, to allow students the opportunity to practise their essay-
writing skills.

Each card in the pack is stand-alone and double-sided, with answers and further information provided on the back
of each card. This gives flexibility as to how the cards are used — for instance, they can either be introduced as
classwork by the teacher (the teacher could, for example, just choose to photocopy Side A) or used independently
by the students in their own revision time. Some of the tasks ask students to ‘discuss’ a topic — these tasks may
be better used in the classroom. The cards could also be used for peer activities with one student asking the
questions and another picking out quotations and explanations, then swapping to ensure that both students
know the answers.

The cards feature questions, tasks and quizzes, and even provide some points to consider, designed to get
students thinking critically about the text. The revision cards also contain some example questions to enable
students to practise for that all-important exam. They are provided both in A5 format (to be cut along the middle
of the A4 page) and in A4 format.

Author’s note: these cards are a revision guide only and are not a comprehensive resource. The answers provided
to the questions posed are examples of what students could include. These cards are designed to guide revision
and provide a starting point for exam preparation.

Editor Note:

The resource has been produced in two formats:

e A5 master copies on A4 paper —to be photocopied double-sided and cut in half to produce one complete set
of revision cards. Alternatively you could use it as a self-contained booklet, if you prefer.

e A4 master copies —to be used single-sided if you prefer larger handouts for your students.

November 2019

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*
made to this resource or other English resources your school
has purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers
and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates




Assessment Criteria

Depending on your exam board, you will need to demonstrate certain skills in th
areas that you will need to include in your essays.

AO1 — Read, understand and respond to texts. You should show you can:
e maintain a critical style and develop an informed personzl response
e use textual references, including quotations, to illustrate inter

AO2 — Analyse the language, form a yused by a writer to create mea

subject terminology whe
ing of the relationships between texts and the contexts

A04 — Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose an
and punctuation

The table below shows which skills are being focused on in each section of this p

Section AO1 AO2 A
Key Characters v 4
Key Events v
Key Themes v v

Key Quotations v
The Writer’s Use of v
Language
Form ana! v v
Key Context
Exam Tips v 4
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m Card 1 - Key Characters — Ebenez

Answer the following questions in as much detail as you can. Try to
support your answers. A

3. How does he
look?

e 4, What languag
cloes he use?
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%@ Card 1 - Key Characters — Ebenez

1. Who is he?
« The protagonist of the novella wh
from an old miser at the ber

uo'n the novella?

art of the novella, Scrooge is incredibly mean and e
decent fire for Bob Cratchit and to give him his Christmas w

« Scrooge is very isolated and does not have any friends. He
should help poor people as he feels that he does enough f

« Hes visited by three ghosts, each of which reveals somethi
character. The Ghost of Christmas Past shows how Scrooge

« The Ghost of Christmas Present shows Scrooge how other
Christmas. The Ghost also shows him how other people m

« The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come shows Scrooge his dea
upset that he has died

« Scrooge returns to the present to find that it is still Christm
changed his attitude and now wishes Y 'Merry Christm

S

3. How does he look’ ‘
« Attbgl| rooge is described using words which e

T ithin him froze his old features, nipped his point

his gait; made his eyes red, his thin lips blue; and s
grating voice." (Stave One)

« By the end of the novella, 'His own heart laughed’ (Stave Fi
alteration in his character

4. What language does he use?
» Herepeats ‘Bah! Humbug!' (Stave One), which shows his e
Christmas traditions and with people enjoying themselves

« other characters describe him in very negafi‘fge terms. Mrs
stingy, hard, unfeeling man’ (Stave Tt

« Fred says that he is 'not so.»

ewmig ht be’ (Stave
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m Card 2 - Key Characters - Jaco

Answer the following questions in as much detail as
support your answers. '

?/ou can. Try to

1. Who is he?

3. How does he
look?

e ‘ 4, What languag
; cloes he use?
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%@ Card 2 - Key Characters - Jaco

1.

Who is he?

« Jacob Marley is Scrooge’s former b
«  When they worked together
compassion for othes

s being punished for how he beha

What does he do in the novella?

« Marley's ghost warns Scrooge about the fate which awaits
change his ways

« Marley is described as being very similar to Scrooge, they a
One) and this emphasises how Scrooge will suffer just as M
become less selfish

« Marley cannot change his own fate but his warning to Scro
from suffering as he is

How does he look?

« Marley has ‘death-cold eyes’ and *
accentuate how hei

« Heis linked wit!

aw dropped up
Hostly flgure (Stave One)
‘ s an ‘infernal’ aura (Stave One
wander the earth and he cannot find any
/, | cannot linger anywhere’ (Stave One)
. Hew ‘the chain | forged in life’ (Stave One) which show
money and his neglect of people

What language does he use?

« Marley's voice 'disturbed the very marrow in his [Scrooge’s]
shows that he is terrifying

» He uses very abrupt language so that there can be no conf
here tonight to warn you’ (Stave One)

« Marley also uses abstract nouns such as ‘chance’ and 'hope
does still have an opportunity for ! 2 but he must
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m Card 3 - Key Characters -

Answer the following questions in as much detail as you can. Try to
support your answers. A

3. How does he
look?

" 4, What languag
) does he use?
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%@ Card 3 - Key Characters -

1.

Who is he?
« Heis Scrooge’s only living relative
« Heis Scrooge’s nephew,
« He s the total opp '

sister Fan, who Scroo
ge in that Fred is cheerful a

«  Fred invites his uncle to Christmas dinner every year, even t
always declined

« Fred is a contrast to his uncle. He enjoys celebrating and he
—'A merry Christmas uncle!’ (Stave One)

« He thinks that Scrooge wastes his money because 'he don't
(Stave Three)

» Heis a compassionate character who feels very sorry when
he hardly knew the little boy — ‘Bob told them of the extrao
Scrooge’s nephew’ (Stave Four)

« Itis when Scrooge visits Fred's party with the ghost that he
view him, and this is important in Scroo ‘langing his beh

It "##&7d be hard to find ‘a man more blest in a laugh than S
(Stave Three)
« Heis warm-hearted, unlike Scrooge, and ‘revelled in anothe

What language does he use?
« Fred is compassionate towards Scrooge and even feels sor
him the same chance every year, whether he likes it or not’
» He refuses to be miserable, even in the presence of the mel
my Christmas humour to the last’ (Stave On
« He forgives Scrooge and welcomes.h

S party
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Answer the following questions in as muck
support your answers.

1. Who s it2

2. What does i
the novella?

3. How does it
look?

m— 4 What longuas
cloes it use?
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Card 4 - Key Character
%@ The Ghost of Christmas P

1. Whoisit?
« This ghost shows Scro
Scrooge becam

a young man tom

2. What it do in the novella?

« This ghost shows Scrooge's unhappy childhood - ‘a lonely
feeble fire’ (Stave Two)

«  This ghost also shows Scrooge how important a boss can b
happiness of his employees. The ghost shows Scrooge his
Scrooge remembers how much he enjoyed working there
power to render us happy or unhappy’ (Stave Two)

« This ghost shows Scrooge how he broke off the engageme
because ‘another idol has displaced me’, portraying how S
money than he did his fiancée (Stave Two)

+  This ghost makes Scrooge jealous when he sees how happ
ghost forces Scrooge to see this, eve

3. Howdoes it lon':

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

light on Scrooge and his memories (Stave Two)

4. What language does it use?

« This ghost speaks as if ‘it were at a distance’ which suggest
Scrooge’s memories (Stave Two)

« It asks a lot of questions so that Scrooge cannot avoid con
‘What is the matter?’ (Stave Two)
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B, B
:hé

Answer the following questions in as muc
support your answers.

1. Who s it2

3. How does it
look?

> 4. What langua
) does it use?
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Card 5 - Key Characters
%@i The Ghost of Christmas Pr

1. Whoisit? .
This ghost is very com id shows how difficult i

ost has two children with it — Ignorance and Want —
be destroyed by these in the future

2. What does it do in the novella?
« This ghost shows Scrooge the happy family life which Scroo
because of his obsession with money. The Cratchits are ‘ha

one another and contented with the time’, whereas Scroog

« This ghost creates a sense of foreboding for society as igno
lead to society being destroyed — ‘beware this boy [Ignoran

written which is Doom’ (Stave Three)

3. How does it look?
« ltis descri : a Jolly Giant, glorious to see’ which

1 tave Three)

a 'glowing torch’ which represents abundance and

ideas are also hidden in society but yet are lurking just und
(Stave Three)

4. What language does it use?
» This ghost uses the same words that Scrooge spoke agains
should take more responsibility for the poor in society — ‘Ar

(Stave Three)
« This ghost is 'sorrowful’ at seeing Ignora:
« This ghost is welcoming and j '

;fand Want (Sta
< in! and know me
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The Ghost of Christmas Yet to

Answer the following questions in as muck
support your answers.

syou can. Tryto

1. Who s it2

2. What does it
the novella?

3. How does it
look?

cloes it use?
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Card 6 - Key Characters
The Ghost of Christmas Yet t

1. Whoisit?
*  This ghost shows Scro
« Itis mysterious

speak very much, but instead

2. What it do in the novella?

« Scrooge is shown the reaction to his own death and nobod
by his passing

« Nobody would want to attend his funeral and so it is descri
(Stave Four)

« His clothes are taken from his body and sold in a very run-d
don’t mean to say you took ‘em down, rings and all, with hi
showing that he is not shown any respect after he has died

» People who were indebted to him are glad that he has died
soul to hear it’ (Stave Four)

« This reaction contrasts with that of Tiny Tim's death where t
devastated (Stave Four) g

! o the Grim Reaper, who symbolises death
mysterious and intimidating — ‘It was shrouded in

arm’ (Stave Four)
« Its appearance frightens Scrooge — ‘Scrooge feared the sile
legs trembled beneath him' (Stave Four)

4. What language does it use?
«  This ghost does not speak very much and refuses to answe
+ Its silence makes Scrooge desperate for answers and Scroo
« The atmosphere around this ghost is on?
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%% Card 7 - Key Characters - The

Answer the following questions in as much detail as you can. Try t
support your answers.

. Who are they?

3. How do they look?
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%@ Card 7 - Key Characters - The

1. Who are they?
« The Cratchits are a poor but very |
« Bob Cratchitiis Scrooge sem |
«  Mrs Cratchit is f
o Tiny Tim is trei

2. What do they do in the novella?

«  The family shows how unfair society is to the poor. All the

but yet they suffer because they do not have enough mone

« They are the opposite of Scrooge, who is rich and lonely as

Bob 'hugged his daughter to his heart’s content’ (Stave Thr

« Bobis cheerful in his work, even though he is poorly treate

fire and extinguished the last frail spark for ever’ (Stave On

» All the other six children work very hard at their respective |
how poverty is tied to inequality rather than laziness

« Tiny Tim is a symbol of all poor children in Vlctorlan society

death at a young age due to his family hawvi:

« The death of Tiny Tim shows Scro-

there is nobody to “$own death

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

. Tir®®m is very ill and he is often ‘carried’ on his father's sh
close and loving this relationship is

» Peter likes to wear Bob's ‘shirt collar’ (Stave Three) showing
improve his life and better his situation

« They often look contented and do not complain

4. What language do they use?
» Bob is always civil towards Scrooge, calling him ’sir’ (Stave
very rude to Bob
« Bob thanks Scrooge ‘The Founder,
at the end of the novella, vt
«  Mrs Cratchit do
Tlny Tlm .
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e’is a forgiving cha
voge but she still drinks to his
ligious language to show that he is
ne' (Stave Five)
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Card 8 - Key Character Relatio
m Minor characters in Scrooge’

There are three characters who do not a
understanding what Scrooge . sunger man. These cha
[}

Belle. For each of these <! in the identity cards below:

Relationsnip with Scrooge:
How the relationship affects Scrooge in later life:
Key quotation about this character:

Name: Fezziwig

Relationship with Scrooge:

How the relationship affects Scrooge in later life:
Key quotation about this character:

Relationsmith Scrooge:
How the relationship affects Scrooge in later life:
Key quotation about this character:
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Card 8 - Key Character Relatio
%fg Minor characters in Scrooge

lth Scrooge: Scrooge’s sister

How the relatlonshlp affects Scrooge in later life: Sciooge loved
‘had a large heart’ She s the only person who seemed fo- want o
when they were younger. She (s dead by five lme the novella sto
Scrovge’s Bolation

Key quotation about this character: Dear, dear brotiver.’ Fan is
fo folk abowt Serovge with geniine affection (Stove Two)

Name: Fezziwig
Relationship with Scrooge* Scvooge's tww wiren he was an appre

that Scrooge becomes wien e o
mean, Fezziwtg vm»vag con

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Name: Belle

Relationship with Scrooge: Sciooye’s fiancie

How the relationship affects Scrooge in later life: Belle breaks
because she feels as Hiouglh Scrooge Loves money more than lher.
and has a happy life, although she s not wealthy COPYRIGHT
Key quotation about this character: Anotler Ldol has displa PROTECTED
and. comfort you n time to- come, as | wourdd ha « itried to-do |
grieve’ (Stove Two). Belle realises Hhat :

U no place n his heart fmr Jer

i
Qg9
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Card 9 - Key Relationshi
Minor characters around Scroo

A

Joe and the thieves L

How do they
act?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

How does
Scrooge’s
death affect
them?
COPYRIGHT
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behavio;
affect
Scrooge?
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Card 9 - Key Relationshi
Minor characters around Scroo

——

How do they
act?

ssessions once he has died
they feel it's 'no sin’ to steal his
things because Scrooge was so
miserly when he was alive

one of the thieves steals the
shirt which Scrooge was wearing
when he died. This is very
disrespectful and shows the
distain that the thieves had for
Scrooge in both life and in death

How does
Scrooge’s
death affect
them?

the thieves are only interested in
the material gain brought ahgut
by Scrooge’s death
none of th “

foog; and they

ere is no sentiment of respect
towards Scrooge’s corpse

How does
their
behaviour
affect
Scrooge?

Scrooge realises that his
attitudes towards people have
caused him to be cut off from
good people like the Cratchits
his behaviour so far means that
the wealth he has so closely
guarded during his life will go to
fund petty crime in Londo

i ob Cratchit has
4¥s been at least civil to
Scrooge
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Card 10 - Key Events

?gg The changing atmosphere at t

1. The chapter begins with the narrat J tnat Marley is
create a sombre atmosphere, *Jic. ) much more cheerful
examples as you ¢ . one is light-hearted.

geis introduced the atmosphere changes quite dr.
e mood once Scrooge appears? How is this mood

3. The arrival of Fred alters the atmosphere yet again. The prose
during the introduction of the novella. Fred is much more che
this constantly changing mood show about the characters?

4. What does Scrooge's conversation with Bob show about the di
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Card 10 - Key Events -
The changing atmosphere at t

L] L[] L] ‘. %

The narrator constantly repeats th 'y 1 ‘dead’ and thi
becomes comical “
There is a humore sfon about where the expression
s > well-used

> Marley's funeral as a business opportunity, wh
olemn occasion
The narrator seems to go off at a tangent before returning t

Marley's funeral

The mood becomes darker and Scrooge’s miserly nature is s
There is a repetition of words showing how stingy Scrooge i
grasping, scraping, clutching’

He is consistently referred to as being cold — ‘a frosty rime
shows the coldness of his heart and personality

He is immune to the outside world and nothing seems to ha
warmth could warm him’

hasises the contrast in these chara

Scrooge's death

The conversation between Scrooge and Fred highlights the
towards Christmas and Fred repeats Scrooge’s words — 'Bah,
how dissimilar they are

Bob and Fred are clearly very similar in their attitudes to Ch
at Fred's ideas

Bob has an even more feeble fire than S
because Scrooge controls th e this, Bob is cou
“Bob have Christmas Day at home,
contrasts with Scrooge, who is ‘solita

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Card 11 - Key Events -
%ﬁ The ghost of Jacob Marley warn
o

3. How is Marley described? What does he look like? What does
significance of his appearance?

4. Marley's appearance has a profound effect on Scrooge. What a
they important in the novella?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Card 11 - Key Events -
%@ The ghost of Jacob Marley warn

i

1.« Scrooge does not pay for lighting,
(Stave One)

rlappy about th

ite which is very similar to the

w¥cplace is 'an old one’ showing that Scrooge does not
(Stave One)

« Scrooge is unaffected by his external environment. He isim
outside him and so he does not spend money making any
improvements

2. + Scrooge sees the face of Marley in the door knocker
« Marley's face also appears in the tiles around the fireplace
« the bells in the house begin to 'ring’ even though nobody i
« Scrooge hears scraping below him in the cellar - "as if some
heavy chain’ (Stave One) g
« Scrooge experiences a 'terri
(Stave One)

when he sees Ma

i

other strange happenings by repea
e begins to grow afraid by what is going

3. « the ghost has 'death-cold eyes’ (Stave One)
* heis a’'ghost so transparent’ which again emphasises that
« he has an ‘infernal atmosphere’ which relates him to hell (S
« he wears ‘cash-boxes, keys, padlocks, ledgers, deeds and h
items he was obsessed with during his life (Stave One)
« Marley cannot find any peace — ‘wander through the world’
during his life (Stave One)

i

4. + the appearance make ed which is a ‘terrible s
he was a child

o Scroame hilling influence’ when he looks at Marley’

A ght against his senses’ which shows how distu

! ge’s transformation (Stave One)

« Scrooge tries to dismiss Marley's presence and make jokes

that Marley’'s ghost is real and that he will suffer the same f

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Card 12 - Key Events
The Ghost of Christinas Past

1. The novella does not follow a clear tirm

travel into the past and th
appears?

ws Scrooge three key events from his past. Wha
rom each event and note down its significance.

a quot

3. The reader learns a great deal about Scrooge through the Ghos
does the reader learn and how does this change their view of S

4. Scrooge reacts very strongly to seeing events from his past. Ho
does the ghost counter it? What does this show about Scrooge
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Card 12 - Key Events
The Ghost of Christinas Past

1. :
2. :
3. ;
4,

ost appears to be simultaneously very old and very y
is not necessarily linear

Scrooge is reminded of his sister Fan, who he loved very m
This seems to be the only positive and affectionate relation
during his childhood (Stave Two)

Scrooge remembers his pleasant boss Fezziwig, who put on
his employees. He cheerfully gives his employees the day o
(Stave Two)

Scrooge clearly loved Belle but she felt he loved gold more
me’. This perhaps explains why Scroc; ) isolated and

y childhood as he did not have ma

Scrooge

Scrooge did experience love in the past with Belle. This sho
feeling this emotion although he has not for a very long tim
All of these events imply that Scrooge can be a feeling, cari
in the past, which reinforces that there is hope for Scrooge
future as well

Scrooge finds it too painful to watch what has happened in
relating to Belle

He keeps saying ‘'no more’
(Stave Two)
He descrlbes it
The,

Alti¥ough this might seem to be an overreaction, it does em
trying to help Scrooge to change his ways and is doing it to
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The Ghost of Christmas Presen

T
1. Scrooge’s room has been completely
decoration. Why is this signifi;

ed into a place
at could Dickens be

2. The ghogsh how people celebrate Christmas and
vge people who are poor or ill celebrating. Wh
3. Tiny Timis introduced. How is he described?

4. Scrooge continues his transformation with this ghost. What ar
Scrooge makes?
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Card 13 - Key Events
The Ghost of Christmas Presen

%3

2. -
3. -
4.

ald also be showing the importance of Christma
an®5 show the best in humanity

Scrooge thinks he is superior to many people because he is
By showing how poor and ill people can also enjoy themsel
question whether his money should be the most important
Scrooge might be financially wealthy but he is socially poor
poor people he sees do not have much money but have ve
and loved.

Scrooge is also shown how other people view him, especial
not highly thought of by others although he does have a hi

Tiny Tim is very wel rch and he is quite piou

mlnded of Jesus healing the Iame

He sits ‘very close’ to his father, emphasising how affection
(Stave Three)

Scrooge is upset when he learns that Tiny Tim will die, even
described poor people as being ‘surplus population’ (Stave
He starts to realise that poor people are also people and th
Fred calls Scrooge ‘Uncle’ and so Scrooge sees that he doe
and that maybe he should make more o
Scrooge also learns what oth
he pays attention to t
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Card 14 - Key Events - The Ghost
%% Yet to Come appears
AN

i

1. This ghost is by far the most intimidat

2. Scrooge sees his ow, he reactions to it. How is thi

does it bave

3. Scroog o sees the death of Tiny Tim. How does his death
and what does Scrooge learn from this contrast?

4. The ghost refuses to talk to Scrooge and only points. Why do
could Dickens be trying to communicate?
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Card 14 - Key Events - The Ghost
%% Yet to Come appears
AN

i

m Reaper whic

1.« The ghost is similar in appearance
i sans that it offers no rea

This ghost does not s}

e knows that he is going to see into the future and t
scary prospect

2. + Thereis no respect for Scrooge once he has died

« Thieves steal his belongings, including the shirt off his back
emphasises the disdain he is held in

« The thieves blame Scrooge for his lonely life and say that if
then he would have deserved some respect when he died (

« Scrooge is not immediately made aware that it is his own d
wants Scrooge to really feel strongly about it before he rev
of the corpse. g

dted by Tiny Tim's death

Tim's grave will be at a ‘green’ place showing the care whic
after his death. This contrasts with Scrooge'’s burial (Stave

4. « By pointing, the ghost shows perhaps that actions speak lo
another way in which it urges Scrooge to change his ways

« The ghost does not offer any comfort or reassurance to Scr

can be no ambiguity about the message

« Scrooge sometimes uses words to mear,

actions in society. As the gh

with the ghost.

speak, Scrooge ca
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m Card 15 - Key Events - Scrooge is

1.

When Scrooge wakes up, he is back in his own bedroom but y
that has happened to him. Why do you . fs important th
the same place but yet has b

y. Why does Dickens include this a
at might it show about the moral of the st

Scrooge now
Scrooge’s behaviour has completely changed in this chapter.
which he is a changed man.

Scrooge becomes a greater part of society and he also gains t
important that Scrooge gains not one but two families?
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%@ Card 15 - Key Events — Scrooge is

1.« In the first chapter, Scrooge is not affected by his external s
« In this chapter, Scrooge is similarly ‘
changed completely in his ¢ :

transformation has been.

2. + Scrooge no longer has money as his ‘idol’

« Unlike at the start where he says that he does enough for s
Scrooge willingly gives to charity

«  The moral of the story could be to show the importance of
giving to charity to help to improve everyone’s life in societ

« Dickens is also perhaps implying that society is not divided
that everyone should be responsible for everyone else

« Scrooge also willingly helps the Cratchi lichisahuges
attitude

i

3. « Herzgw~? mas and wants to spread joy
3\ . everybody he sees a ‘Merry Christmas’ (Stave Fiv
.« HEWMMingly gives Bob both more coal for his fire and also a
« Hejoins Fred for the family celebration

» Heis much more cheerful and energetic than he was in the

4. + Scrooge joins his own biological family for Christmas and h
nephew, Fred

» As Scrooge does not have any children of his own, he beco

Tim. This brings him more happiness than his money did (S

« By gaining an extra family, it shows that Scrr}@ge now feels

and not just those who are related toil

« This implies that Scrooge

father figure more
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m Card 16 - Themes - Redem

1. Redemption can mean to ‘make up for’ your past mistakes. It i
Although the opening few paragraphs ‘ ijjepressing, es
introduced, there are also hints lon is possible. W
hints as you can.

su'Marley is the first force for redemption in th
mpiy that redemption is possible for everybody, n
behaviour?

3. How does the Ghost of Christmas Past suggest that Scrooge ca
the events and people that this ghost shows Scrooge.

4. By the end of the novella, Scrooge has redeemed himself throu
behaviour towards others. How does this align with Dickens' vi

Extension task
‘It is empathy which redeems Scrooge." How far do you agree with

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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%@ Card 16 - Themes - Redem
1.

Extension task

Scrooge is unhappy in his life as his behaviour has caused h
Scrooge may be willing to change
The narrator keeps repeat :
suggests that the t ‘ward is more light-hearted.
that Scrooge

. Ot ob Marley does not force Scrooge to chang

« The novella described Marley’'s appearance in a lot of detail

« The links of the chains he wears, were forged by him, showi
punished for his behaviour during life

» There are clear parallels between Marley and Scrooge as bo
Marley wears ‘cash boxes’ showing how he was driven entir

« Redemption is possible because Marley has come back to t
the error of his ways

« This ghost shows that Scrooge was capable of love in the p
be in the future

»  The ghost shows Scrooge’s childhood when he was ‘lonely’.
Scrooge behaves the way he does in t:

« Scrooge was able to love B

money (Stave Two)

Scrooge is

thought that religion should change the way that p

how they behave towards the poor in society

« Dickens also thought that people should look for ways in w
less fortunate than themselves

« It would not have been enough for Scrooge to simply think
the change in his behaviour towards others which is far mor
redemption

This is a personal response and you could argue either for or ag
Some points which argue for the statement are
people live in society and how they can fi
Scrooge realises that he is fo
implying that dn‘ferem‘
inequality

piness even wh
at there is no link be
rn into different circumsta

! re empathetic towards the Cratchits and he
om these characters

Some points which argue against this statement are: Scrooge's
he sees his past self and feels sorry for himself. This shows that
begins his change.

It is mainly concern for Scrooge’s own fate which motivates the
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m Card 17 - Themes - Poverty an

4.

Poverty is represented throughout the novella.

l},n what ways is

and society?

What ' two children ‘Ignorance’ and ‘Want' represent? W
these figures are ignored? How does this tie in with Dickens' m

‘Scrooge is poorer than all the other characters.” How far do yo

Extension task
‘It is his greater sense of social responsibility which redeems Scroog
with this statement?
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Card 17 - Themes - Poverty an

w o -
L] L] L] L] L] L[] L] L] L[] L] L] L] N

Extension task
« Thisisa personal response and you could argug

feel

« Scrooge being a ‘seco
Scrooge real

Scroogé’s generosity generally extends to the Cratchits, showin
helping people that he knows quite well, rather than society in g

The Cratchits do not have much money a
that they have, even on Chr;stmas Da
Scrooge sees a part of Lo 2
Tiny Tim's death sh

own through t

“ncredibly poor and
ren are especially vulnerab

n, 'lgnorance’ and 'Want', also show the de

Scrooge pays Bob very little money and this is really the onl
to live on. This directly affects Tim's life

Scrooge does not treat Bob very well and although Bob rem
have an effect on the Cratchit family

At the end, Scrooge becomes Tim's ‘second father’ (Stave Fi
It is the change in Scrooge which allows Tiny Tim to live and
these characters are

They show the problems caused by poverty
Dickens says that if society does not learn from these figure
it will be destroyed
Dickens also says that neither ign ‘orwant have to e
become more aware of appening to others

There is also the "hyroughout that food and reso
sated fairly and this inequality causes ma

Although financially wealthy, Scrooge is poor as he does no
At the start, Scrooge is extremely unhappy which shows tha
not make for a fulfilling life

All of the characters who have families such as Fred, Belle a
much more joyful

Scrooge’s only friend, Marley, is dead so he is completely al

happiness

_ ucky and that he should help others
are: it is mainly when Scrooge sees his own
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%% Card 18 - Themes - Family and

1. Find as many examples as you can which show the link betwee

2. Scrooge is described as being i arious points in th
quotations to show this
techniques to e

reinforced by his comment about Bob Cratchit: ‘my clerk, with
wife and family, talking about a merry Christmas’ (Stave One).
Past comes, this attitude changes. Find quotations to show thi

4. How does the link between family and happiness relate to con
wrote A Christmas Carol?
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Card 18 - Themes - Family and

2. -
3. -
4. -

The Cratchits are extremely close and they are very happy.
. |

there are many quotations you could choose. Here are a fe
'as solitary as an oyster’ — oysters occupy their own shells in
Scrooge has a protective ‘shell’ around him which does not
(Stave One)

‘A solitary child, neglected by his friends, is left there still —
friends when he was a schoolboy (Stave Two)

'His partner lies upon the point of death, | hear; and there h
the world.” — the repetition highlights his isolation and sho
walled himself off from other people ir ! ity (Stave Two)

‘a sohtary child. his father’ — Scrooge is remin

at his father did change and brough

‘sh@#as the only one you ever loved’ - Scrooge is reminde
used to feel and this implies that he can also have those em
Two)

‘spirit, show me no more. Why do you delight to torture m
affected by being reminded of his past, representing how p
remember (Stave Two)

In Victorian times, families were much bigger, with many ha
Bigger families were common because chlld';en did not alw
Queen Victoria had a large family ancish
that family can provide

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

T

Education

A Christmas Carol: Revision Cards for GCSE Page 36 of 78




m Card 19 - Themes - The Christ

1. The Christmas spirit is associated with goodwill and kindness.

Christmas spirit and how do they portra

The Christmas spirit i

4. Why do you think it is important that Scrooge is transformed a
another time of the year?
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Card 19 - Themes - The Christ

e

Fred is extremely kind and always invites
the family
The Cratchits are very exci
The Ghost of Chris '
(Stave Th

s very ‘joyful’ and he sends

there are the charity collectors who ask Scrooge for a donat
(Stave One)

Fred thinks that everybody should unite at Christmas and p
those people who have less than them

Fezziwig is very generous with his time and money, especial
Christmas celebration for his employees

Most of the characters, except Scrooge, thoroughly embrac
the celebrations

The Cratchit home and Fred’s home in
the season

Dickens thought that C
was a baby at Ch

ular show the

be a time for childis

partly responsible for increasing its cultural importance thro
Christmas was seen as a time for fun and enjoyment and sh
could not therefore really enjoy it at the start because he w
Scrooge’s transformation is therefore made more dramatic
happening at Christmas
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Card 20 - Key Quotation

%@ The change in Scrooge’s cha

ons about Scroo

Explain the importance of the following tw '
novella and what th

Try to identify roughly where the:

1. '‘But heugs ¢ and at the grindstone, Scrooge! A sq
grasp clutching, covetous old sinner!” (Stave One)

2. 'He became as good a friend, as good a master, and as good a
knew, or any other good old city, town, or borough, in the good
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Card 20 - Key Quotations - The
%@ Scrooge’s character

W light-fisted’ which means that he does not part with
« All of the words ending in 'ing’ are to do with Scrooge keep
all relate to him grasping or holding things close to him
« These all accentuate how he will not willingly give things aw

greedy and selfish

2. + This quotation appears after the three ghosts have visited h
« The fact that he 'became’ shows the transformation in his c
« The repetition of the adjective 'good’ accentuates how he i

he was selfish
« His generosity and sense of socxal ress
directly knows, such as th ‘
His generosnty span

reinforces the dramatic transformat
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%@ Card 21 - Key Quotations — The t

Explain the importance of the following three quotations about th
roughly where they appear in the novella ey show abo

1. ‘It was a strange figu d;yet not so like a child as |i

2. 'Therg nt, glorious to see; who bore a glowing tor

3. ‘It was shrouded in a deep black garment, which concealed its
left nothing of it visible save one outstretched hand.’ (Stave Fo
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m Card 21 - Key Quotations — The t

1.« This ghost appears at the beginning of Stave Two
« ltis the first ghost aside from Jacob M i/hich Scrooge
« It shows how the ghostis ot d operating on a su

2. + This ghost appears at the beginning of Stave Three
« ltis a contrast to the previous ghost as this ghost is immed
« Heis described as a ‘Giant’ which shows the large presence
abundant it is
« The torch that it has is used to bestow blessings to everyon
«  This second ghost opens Scrooge’s eyes to the suffering of

3. + This ghost appears at the beginning of Stave Four
The description aligns the ghost with t

ains concealed and it is this w
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%@Cm’d 22 - Key Quotations — The Cr

Explain the importance of the following three g
they show about the family and their relatio

1. 'He ran home to Ca

3. 'l'think he's walked a little slower than he used to’ (Stave Four)
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Card 22 - Key Quotations - The Cr

%

1. « Bobis excited to see his family
« He wants to spend as much time as hs
« Thereis genuine Iove and af
« Bob has a 'home’ wk;
|It’[|8j0y in ki

2. + Bobis very appreciative of his wife’s efforts
« They work together as a team to accomplish tasks and the
closely interrelated
« The exclamation mark shows the depth of his emotion
« The superlative adjective 'greatest’ emphasises how much j

3. + After Tiny Tim dies, Bob is utterly devastated
« He tries to put on a brave face for his farmly but the death
the depth of his affection for his son
. Bob and Tiny Tim had a very closes 3
other and Bob used
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Card 23 - The Writer’s Use of L,
%ﬁ The weather

Pathetic fallacy is a technique when the w
character. It is used frequently th
each of the quotations
about Scroozs.

used to describ
| hristmas Carol, ofte
own how the pathetic fallacy

1. ‘No wind that blew was
bitterer than he, no falling
snow was more intent upon its
purpose, no pelting rain less
open to entreaty’ (Stave One)

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

3. ‘Piercing, searching,
biting cold' (Stave One)

4. 'No fog, no mis
bright, jovial,
cold, piping f

L to dance to' ( COPYRIGHT
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Card 23 - The Writer’s Use of L,
%g The Weather

¢ | harsh attitude to
be used to describe

crooge’s demeanour

ing 'less open to entreaty’ shows tha

1.« The harsh weather here reflects S
« The comparative adjectiv
weather and

The®Epetition of 'no’ could also relate to how Scrooge does
will not give to charity

2. + The weather here shows that Scrooge remains unaffected b
« Scrooge is obstinate and pays no attention to anyone else o

» Heis entirely selfish and only interested in his own affairs, e

* 'no warmth could warm’ shows that Scrooge is impervious t
represented by Fred's kindness being mocked by Scrooge

3. + The adjectives 'piercing, searchin relate to Scro
the weather

cted by the 'cold’ of Sc

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

how Scrooge behaves

4. « Atthis point in the novella, Scrooge has changed his behavi

has also changed

« The contrast in the change in weather is echoed by the cont
behaviour

» The lack of 'fog’ and 'mist’ shows how Scrooge is now clear
error of his ways in the past

« There are now many words with

« Scrooge is also much
behaviour he w
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Card 24 - The Writer’s Use of L
%@ Music and fire as symbol

1. Warmth

‘darkness is cheap’
‘a very small fire’
a very low fire' (Stave One)

2. Music

d Scrooge. ‘Nothing. There
oy singing a Christmas Carol at my
door last night. | should like to have given
him something: that’s all.’ (Stave Two)
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Card 24 - 'The Writer’s Use of L
Music and fire as symbo

The quotations on the left show t ge has a lack of

He purposely goes out o

e Scrooge controls the amount of coal, there is still a
Bob and warmth

After Scrooge's transformation, he wants there to be more
Scrooge is now more concerned with other people’s welfare
to be comfortable

Scrooge says this to Bob which is a complete contrast with
of the novella

Music appears throughout the novella but before Scrooge’s
associated with a lack of music )
Music comes to represent joy, life and. as shown at Fr
Fezziwig's party

Scrooge does not er
comes to hi '

the power of music to bring joy
Scrooge even suggests that if he had experienced more mu
might have changed
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Card 25 - The Writer’s Use of LL

%ﬁ Questions

Questions are used throughout the nove
reader by asking ‘Scrooge knew
questions of Scrooge.
this shows alaut,

)2 very start, they
?" about Jacob Marley
e quotations below, write whi

Which cha
What do

Quotation: ‘What is the
matter?’ (Stave Two)
Which character says this?:
What does it show about

Scrooge?: [

Quotation: ‘Are these the
shadows of the things that
be? (Stave Three)

Which character says this?
What does it show about
Scrooge?:

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Card 25 - The Writer’s Use of LL

%@ Questions

Quotation: ‘What is the matter?’ 9
Which character says this?: The (i <riristmas Past

What does it show ab Scrooge is deeply affected by
his past. He jar set by seeing Belle, now happily marrie
This show! 0oge was capable of feeling deep emotionsin t
feelings ar®®®&rKing just below the surface. This implies that Scroog

he still feels.

Quotation: 'Will you decide what men shall live, what men shall die
Which character says this?: The Ghost of Christmas Present

What does it show about Scrooge?: In this quotation, the ghost is
previous sentiments. This question really makes Scrooge think abou
he has seen how poor people are living in the present, he can see h
Scrooge also recognises that he is a part of the problem.

fhis 54 that Wil be?”
this to the Ghost of Chri
oge?: This ghost does not speak an

Quotation: ‘Are these the shadow
Which character says this?
What does it sh Y

factor.
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Card 26 - The Writer’s Use of L,
%ﬁ Figurative language
v

etaphors, perso
tions below, write d

Dickens uses figurative language such as <
throughout the novella. For each
» the name of the techr.

Quotation: [about the fog] ‘the
houses opposite were mere
phantoms’ (Stave One)

Name of technique:

Effect of technique:

Quotation: ‘It was
figure — like a

Effect of technique:

Quotation:
and ‘feeble f
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Card 26 - The Writer’s Use of L,
a E: Figurative language

usedasas ol to show how Scrooge is not seeing clearly and th
obscured by his preoccupation with gaining more wealth.

Quotation: [about the Cratchit's goose] ‘the rarest of all birds; a fea
Name of technique: Hyperbole

Effect of technique: Hyperbole is created here through the use of
‘rarest’. This exaggeration reinforces how appreciative Bob and the
goose. The hyperbole is further developed through the use of the w
goose moves from being just another bird to being a unique exam

Quotation: ‘It was a strange figur
Name of technique: Slmlle

yet not so like a ch

Ofthe two similes is to demonstrat

appearance.

Quotation: ‘'melancholy room’ and ‘feeble fire’
Name of technique: Personification

Effect of technique: These two examples have very negative conn
miserly Scrooge is. It is clear that Scrooge is unhappy but he does n
ghosts visit him. There is also alliteration in the second quotation, w
weak nature of the fire and the lack of warmth s
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Card 27 - Form and Struc
%@ Staves and carols

There is a close conne aaween the number of staves and t
What isdlis qen nd how does it help the reader to ant

Carols ung at Christmas but at the start, Scrooge refuses t
What does this show about the character?

A carol is meant to be heard by lots of people. How could Dic
A Christmas Carol help him to communicate his message?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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Card 27 - Form and Struct
Staves and carols

1. e
2.
3.
4 e

) niusical notes are
“ can be written on staves
he novella emphasises the im

A stave is the five horizontal lines
It relates to the title b
The title and the -
elergant £

There are the same number of chapters (five) as there are lin
The structure suggests that the novella is building to a cresc
music can build up to its climax

The end of staves one, two, three and four leave the reader
what will happen in the final stave

Scrooge does not engage with anything which is related to
His behaviour towards the carol singer shows both his nega
Christmas as well as his negative attitude towards charity an
Christmas is generally a time for p
refusal to engage reinforces

to his own happiness

o

Dickens is trying to communicate how people in society sho
other, and especially how the rich should help the poor
Dickens often read his tales aloud and he was famous durin
emotional and energetic performances

By calling the novella a carol, it helps to show how Dickens
people to hear the moral of the novella

By being read aloud, there is also the idea of people gatheri
story as one. This links very strongly with the theme of fami
throughout the novella.
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Card 28 - Form and Struc
%@ Not chronological

2. Scroogega Vi e g‘hosts on the same night but the cl
does this as time seems to go backwards. What is th
of this"®®Scrooge? On the reader?

3. Scrooge travels both forwards and backwards in time. What do
learn on each of these journeys?

4. When Scrooge wakes up at the end of the novella, it is still Chri
Day. Why do you think it is important that Scrooge wakes up o
day in particular?

Extension task
How could you argue that A Christmas Carol is structured chronolo
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Card 28 - Form and Struc
3 = Not chronological

The®Sre able to travel through time, without being affecte

2. + This adds to Scrooge’s terror, especially as he is on edge af
Jacob Marley
« Scrooge is disoriented and cannot fully understand what is
questioning whether it is real or not
« Scrooge is always returned to his own bed in his own room
things that helps to anchor him in time and space
« The effects on the reader are similar to the effects on Scroo
As both Scrooge and the reader know that three ghosts wil

capable of this in the future as well

« In the present, Scrooge learns how other people dislike him
he is missing out on by isolating himself from his family

« Inthe future, Scrooge learns how he will be remembered a
possessions are disrespected

4. « Christmas held special power for Dickens as a time when th
togetherness in society

« It provides the perfect time for Scrooqe .

trying to help other people ;

+ As time has not move

learnt from its

e the Iast ghost left, the
shiin his mind, showing that S

Extension %

« The ghosts show Scrooge his life in chronological order — past,
« The ghosts arrive in the order that Marley said they would

« The novella has a happy ending, which has been building since

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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m Card 29 - Form and Structure

1.

There are clues in the text that Jacob Marley wnII,,appear before
the clues and how does this create ten i

Scrooge is warned by M= eéwghosts will arrive. How

the novella?

three ghosts is trying to help Scrooge and they are
to learn the lessons they are teaching. In what ways does this i

The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come does not speak to Scroog
creates suspense because Scrooge has many questions which h
does this build up to Scrooge's final transformation?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

T

Education

A Christmas Carol: Revision Cards for GCSE Page 57 of 78




%@ Card 29 - Form and Structure -

1. « Scrooge sees Marley's face in both the door knocker and th

y deeply afraid by Marley’s appearance and
Sd take the warning seriously

«  The reader knows that there will be three ghosts and so he
ghost leaves, because he is anticipating the arrival of the ne

« Scrooge does not know what he is going to be shown by ea
is fearful about this, as well as their actual arrival

« Scrooge is also afraid of the appearance of some of the gho
Christmas Yet to Come and this emotional reaction further

3. « The ghosts do not allow Scrooge to dwell on the events tha

« The ghosts need to make sure that Scrooge fully absorbs th

most obviously when the Ghost of Chri | Past forces Sc
happiness with her large family

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

4. « ScrO®¥€ has to answer the questions for himself
« He has to look at himself very carefully and examine his atti
others in society
» Itis up to Scrooge to make the changes necessary; he cann
the solution
« The transformation is likely to be more long-lasting becaus
own desire to change and he has not been told to by an ou
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Card 30 - Form and Struc
a §: Omniscient narrator

3. The narrator gives many negative descriptions of Scrooge at the
some examples of this. Does the reader trust the narrator? Wh

4. The narrator's tone changes as the reader learns more about Sc
does the tone change? Provide examples to support your ideas

Extension task
What role does the narrator play in the novella?
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Card 30 - Form and Struc
Omniscient narrator

' : arrator more bec
appen
viewpoint on the other charac

It is possible that the reader will t
everything and even prer

-_—

L[] L] L]
®
<3

2. + Thetoneis quite light-hearted and jovial at the start

« The narrator is making fun of the expression ‘dead as a doo

« There is a sense of comedy and happiness, despite the fact
death

« The narrator does not seem to be taking anything very serio

3. « 'Atight-fisted hand at the grind-stone, Scrooge! a squeezin
scraping, clutching, covetous, old si
'Hard and sharp as flint, fro

own low temperature always about with him; he |ced his off
didn’t thaw it one degree at Christmas’ (Stave One)

« The reader probably does trust the narrator because the jov
makes him seem likeable and friendly

4. + The tone changes to become more sympathetic when the r
unhappy childhood. The environment is dlsmal as the playg

« The tone becomes more sarcastic, es
described as 'a worthy place!” St

+ There are many more e

of excitement

Extension %
« The narrator is largely responsible for setting the tone of the no
« The narrator helps to prepare the reader for the arrival of the gh
« The narrator largely influences how the reader sees Scrooge at
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m Card 31 - Form and Structure - 'Th

1.

The structure of the novella can be described as being very sim
succession of four ghosts (Marley and th
structured the novella like this? :

kens started with Scrooge’s past and then

What are the similarities between the ghosts? What are their d

What parallels are there between Scrooge and Marley? Think a
personalities, attitudes, etc. Why is it important that these char
start of the novella?
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Card 31 - Form and Structure - 'Th

e

2.
3. -
4. o

Its simple structure could help to communicate the fairly s
trying to communicate which is to dogi )
By not having an overly ¢ “ucture, this messag
much more concise ’

By starting with Scrooge’s past, the reader is made aware
Scrooge behaves as he does in the present

The reader can also start to sympathise with Scrooge beca
his childhood experiences

Moving forward in time also compounds what will happen
heed the warnings he is given

The novella builds up to end with a sense of optimism and

W¥Er than the Ghost of Christmas Present
The contrasts between these ghosts means that Scrooge |
become too comfortable with any of the visits

They are both obsessed with money

They worked together for a long time

Scrooge sometimes answers to the name of Marley
They had similar attitudes about the poor in society
They were both self-centred and unhappy

that even the m

It also reinf ale of the transformation which is r
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m Card 32 - Key Terms - Person

Personification is the technique of attributing hum
example, in the sentence ‘The water giggle d

What the quotation shows
» How personification helps to emphasise what the quotation sh

1. 'Gruff old bell was always
peeping slily down at Scrooge
out of a Gothic window in the
wall, became invisible, and
struck the hours and quarters
in the clouds’ (Stave One)

red, whic
desolatio
a sullen
lower, lo
lost in th
darkest

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

3. ‘Upon its coming in, the dying
flame leaped up, as though it
cried, “l know him! Marley's

Ghost!” and fell again....’ COPYRIGHT
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%@ Card 32 - Key Terms - Person

1.« This quotation appears in Stave One
It describes the appearance of the ch

and thus how important religion is in society

2. + This quotation appears in Stave Three

« There is a sense of death as the sun is ‘setting’

«  The description ‘fiery red’ might imply some anger that the

« Theverb ‘glared’ also suggests anger and aggression, perha
that Christmas Day will end soon

« The noun ‘desolation’ shows how nothing will be left

« The personification creates a sense that the sun is watching
vigilance will soon go g

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

@##¥3tion is emphasised as Marley is again linked with fla
« |tis almost as if the fire is both excited and fearful that Marl

4. « This quotation appears in Stave One
« It relates to the rooms that Marley used to live in but are no
« The age of the house is accentuated by suggesting that the

has now grown old
» The joyful element of the house 'playing hide-and-seek’ act
dreary the house now appears
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m Card 33 - Key Terms - Hyp

Hyperbole is using exaggeration, often for comic effect or to show
character or situation. Look at the two qu
they show about the characters of Scw

second quotation?

first quotation a

1. '1f | could work my will . . . every idiot
who goes about with “Merry Christmas”
on his lips, should be boiled with his own
pudding, and buried with a stake of holly
through his heart. He should!’ (Stave One)

dding!’ Bob Cratchit said, and

regwded it as the greatest success ac

“Mrs Cratchit since their marriage. Mrs Cratchit

now the weight was off her mind, she would confe
had had her doubts about the quantity of flour.

had something to say about it, but nobody said o

it was at all a small pudding for a large family. It

have been flat heresy to do so. Any Cratchit woul

blushed fo hint atf such a thing.’ (Stave Three)

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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m Card 33 - Key Terms - Hyp

1.« The hyperbole accentuates Scrooge’s stro
« His reaction is extremely violent as he
him Merry Christmas

« Scrooge is also ins

« Thereis

negative feelin
5es physically h

g them ‘every idiot’
umour as Scrooge thinks of hurting
te ) viiter Christmas - ‘pudding’ and ‘holly’

lamation mark at the end also reinforces Scrooge's e

2. + The hyperbole accentuates the joy that Bob feels for both h
« It shows the deep affection he has for his wife as he feels it
« The superlative adjective ‘greatest’ reinforces how Bob view
this triumph
« Thereis also humour created with the contrast between Bo
the more realistic response of the narrator
« The hyperbole is also shown through the reactions of the ot
had something to say about it'
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caused millions of people to , ral areas to urban a
What were the effe ration on living conditions in

Card 34 - Context -

3. One consequence of poverty was the increase in crime. Find t
to crime and for each quotation, write what it shows about life

4. Poverty often had the most severe consequences for children.
the novella?
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Card 34 - Context -
Poverty in Victorian Eng

There was inadequate housing b s of quality and

The Cratchits do not have enough money to have a proper
Tiny Tim is ill because of his living conditions and he would
intervene, suggesting that his problems are caused by pove
When Scrooge dies, criminals steal his clothes and possessi
The Cratchits are forced to live in accommodation which is t

‘A poor excuse for picking a man’s pocket every twenty-fifth

Tiny Tim dies because his family do not have enough mone
better housing and nutrition

The two children, Ignorance and Want, demonstrate what h
society ignores the poverty that affects vulnerable people in
Dickens was forced to work when he was a child in order to
debts so Dickens was very aware of what poverty could do t

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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m Card 35 - Context - 'The 1834

1.

The 1834 Poor Law decreased the amount of
reduction would cause a drop in thear livi
workhouse to receive sheiter
that Dickens agreed wi

ney which was
dards. People

hy? Why not?

n opinion that connects unemployed peopl
1ch show this connection.

Thomas Malthus was an economist who was well known at the
He argued that poverty was caused by overpopulation and that
have fewer children. Is this view expressed in the novella? How

Dickens disagreed with Malthus about overpopulation. Dickens
caused by inequality in society with wealthier people not sharin
how this is shown in the novella.

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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%@ Card 35 - Context - 'The 1834

1. « Dickens did not agree with this law
« The references to poverty show a cert
their living conditions are
« Bob Cratchit, who
This impli

Jpathy with the
of their morals or
d, is not paid enough mon
blem is with inequality and not with
t he will not give to charity because he doe
erry This is a harsh attitude which does not refle
of money people receive

2. + He does not want to ‘'make idle people merry’ — the word 'id

the poor people are lazy (Stave One)

* 'l help to support the establishments | have mentioned—th
contributes to helping fund prisons and workhouses and he
(Stave One)

« Bob Cratchit works very hard for Scrooge and does not rece

«  Martha Cratchit works very hard as a milliner (hat maker) bu
very much money

« All of the Cratchits work hard at home
Christmas Day and are very indus

. They pull to

arifily but they all work hard and m
‘rety more generally
ho can work, do so and this shows they also

3. « The Cratchlts are

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

« The family does suffer from being so large because they do
this is not a consequence of their behaviour but more of fin

«  Children in the novella bring joy to others, including Tiny Ti
by Scrooge

4. « Scrooge is rich and does not share his resources, including
decent wage
» Fezziwig throws a party for his employees where he spends
make people happier
« Fred invites many people to hls par+
«  The Ghost of Christmas P
who needs them Il
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people happier

Is past because he had an uncaring
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m Card 36 - Context — Char

1.

Dickens did not agree with the ideas of Thomas Malthus and in
was not inevitable. Dickens felt that som _problems caus
solved by wealthier people g . What examples of
novella and how are th

ie opposite attitude to charity than Dickens
y at the beginning of the novella? Try to find quota

By the end of the novella Scrooge has similar ideas about charit
Scrooge’s behaviour change and how does this improve the live

As well as supporting charity, Scrooge also thought that educati
the lives of the poor. Scrooge receives a good education as sho
Christmas Past. Are there any other children in the novella who
their living conditions like?

AdOO NOILO4dSNI
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%@ Card 36 - Context — Char
1. e

‘Think of people below them as if they really were fellow pas
not another race of creatures’ — Fr -
socnety to come together (S

- 'His wealth is of no use to him. He don't do any good with i
is wasting his money because he does not use it to help tho
(Stave Three)

« Dickens is encouraging his readers to think about how they
others in society

2. + 'lf they would rather die ... they had better do it and decreas
Scrooge says this to the charity collectors, which shows how.
contribute to helping the poor (Stave One)

« ‘At this festive season of the year, Mr Scrooge, ... it is more
we should make some slight provision for the Poor and des
the present time. Many thousand t of common
thousands are in want of co rts, sir’ — the first ¢
for much from Scr Scrooge still does not give (

and so glowing with his good intention

Pcarcely answer to his call’ - Scrooge is almost overw
things he wants to do (Stave Five)

*  "Now, I'll tell you what, my friend,” said Scrooge, “| am not
thing any longer. And therefore,” he continued, leaping fro
such a dig in the waistcoat that he staggered back into the
am about to raise your salary!"" — Scrooge's agreement to p
improve the lives of all the Cratchits (Stave Five)

« 'Scrooge was better than his word. He did it all, and infinite
who did NOT die, he was a second father. He became as go
master, and as good a man, as the good old city knew, or an
or borough, in the good old world.’
behaviour benefits the poor (S

« 'His own heart laughed

er children who receive a good education a

: conditions

« The Cratchit children are all working and so do not attend s

« The two children 'Ignorance’ and 'Want' show the damage
do not receive an education. The children are doomed to d
have no options to improve themselves or their lives
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m Card 37 - Context — Reli

1. When Dickens was writing, most people in Engla
at this time, you had to show other pe
living morally. Dickens thought
others in society and t

being ‘good Chrivi

nd were Christi

ligious symbols throughout the novella. For examp
tiles around it which depict verses from the Bible: ‘The fire-plac
some Dutch merchant long ago, and paved all round with quai
illustrate the Scriptures. There were Cains and Abels, Pharaohs’
Sheba, Angelic messengers descending through the air on clou
Abrahams, Belshazzars, Apostles putting off to sea in butter-bo
attract his thoughts; and yet that face of Marley, seven years de
Prophet's rod, and swallowed up the whole' (Stave One). Why
fireplace is being linked with religion?

3. The Ghost of Christmas Past 'like a child: yet not so like a child
+ hbol for Jesus

d bless Us, every One

4. The novella ends with Ti
s important that it is Tiny Tim
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m Card 37 - Context — Reli

1. « Fezziwig as he tries to bring cheer at Christmas to his worke
Fred as he wants to help people and es to invite and

2. + The fire can be linked with warmth and therefore love and c

« Alternatively the fire can be connected with hell and so it ex

« The fireplace is also where Father Christmas comes down th
the time of year at which the novella is set

« The images around the fireplace are all important: Cain and
each other because they are brothers; Pharaoh’s daughters
religion by worshipping other things than God; the Angelic
ghosts who come to change Scrooge’s behaviour

3. + The ghost is timeless and is neith
The child portrayal cou

I noraman
the son of God, for Ch
. ty about the sacrifices that hi
ing Scrooge of a better path in life

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

4. + itis only when Scrooge starts to offer charity that Tiny Tim |
« Tiny Tim is shown to be religious throughout the novella
» By Scrooge saving Tiny Tim, Scrooge also becomes happier
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m Card 38 - Practice Essay Q

1.

How is the importance of family explored in the novella? (AOT,
/

A Christmas Carol has a chronol
(AO1, AO2, AO4)

re. How far do yo
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%@ Card 38 - Practice Essay Q

answers. Thes
yritten.

Here are some ideas which you could include in y
and there is a range of other points you coul

Marley is the close crooge has to family at the

akes Scrooge a very isolated chara

mportance of family and he continues to in

a Ways declines the offer (AO1)

- Scrooge is not made any happier by his isolation (AO1)

« Belle is much happier once she has a family (AO1)

« The Cratchits are a large family but are extremely happy to |
work together (AO1 and AO3)

« Scrooge is much happier once he engages with his own fam
father’ to Tiny Tim (AO2)

« Large families were idealised like that of Queen Victoria (AO

2. + ltis chronological because the ghosts appear in order from
the future (AO1)
« The novella begins and ends on
one night (AOT)
* Itis not chronoln

3. « Thetoneis quite light-hearted as the narrator keeps mentio
and then talks at length about how absurd this expression i
« There is a contrast between the quite humorous tone and t
used, as ultimately the narrator is describing death, which o
(AO1 and AO2)
« The narrator also emphasises how similar Scrooge and Marl
a negative end might also meet Scrooge and so creates a se
» There is humour again with how Marley’s funeral provided a
to gain a bargain, rather than to mmemorate th
« Dickens wants the reade arrator so that he ca
about charity and he poor (AO3)
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%@ Card 39 - Essay Tips - How

Before you start to write your essays in the exam, y
long time but it is important that you write Vo F
the structure of your essay and wi i
you plan your essays.

1 need to mak

you are clear about this as it can be easy to start waffling and writi
about the novella rather than addressing the question.

Define the key terms in your introduction

Once you know what the question is asking you, you should then
introduction. For example, if the question is about ‘innocence’, yo
means, which characters represent this / do not represent this and
factors.

Order your ideas
Write down, in note form, about four ideas which
with the most important idea first — lncludﬂ
For each of your ideas, you nee

AdOO NOILO4dSNI

Remember language techniques and context

In your analysis of the quotations, you need to include language tec
the grammatical terms for the words, include them but don't spend
remember them if you're not sure. Context is also important so thin
novella was written or when the novella was set could have affected
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The genre is crucial
Throughout your essay, you need to make
reference to the fact that this is a novella.

Therefore, you need to include ideas about
the events are structured and the e
has, as well as the conn ;
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m Card 40 - Revision Tips and R

Revising is the best way to improve your chances of g.uccess in the
which will help you.

Notes
Make sure you m ng class and for homework. If you
clear you to be able to remember them. It might b

so that thd rgamsed in terms of character or theme.
Learn quotations

Quotations are one of the keys to success. The quotations form th
and it is really important therefore that you make a special effort t
do not need to be long but you should learn quotations which allo

Collaborate
Revising can become quite lonely so try to break it up by also revis
you to pool your ideas and can be a good way of testing each oth

Practise, practise, practise
Some of the best preparation you can d

timed conditions. This will sho reas you need to focu

Resources g 1
BBC Bites! 113 \p..//www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwhkxsg

4
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