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Teacher’s Introduction

o Do you want some clear guidance for your students to help them navigate
through the Live Theatre Evaluation section of the exam?

e Do you want your students to be able to understand the wording in exam
papers, specifications and mark schemes?

e Do you want some guided activities for your students to focus on the key
requirements of this exam?

e Do you want resources that you can give directly to students as a
class/homework activity or include in their revision packs?

Remember!

Always check the exam board
website for new information,
including changes to the
specification and sample
assessment material.

o Do you want additional practice papers to work through in preparation for the exam?

Then this is the resource for you!

For many students, the often confusing language used by exam boards can affect their belief in themselves and
their ability to answer the questions. In this resource, key phrases and requirements are translated into
accessible and understandable terms, ensuring all students understand what they actually have to do in the
exam. The resource also condenses a lot of information into quickly assimilated bullet points, with key features
highlighted for quick reference. This will encourage all students to focus on the most salient pieces of

information.

The tasks provided are designed to suit a range of different abilities and help all students understand the
requirements of the exam and how to best organise their thoughts and answers. Tips are given to provide stretch

and challenge for every student to achieve the best possible result.

The student activities can be used in response to any performance seen and the exemplar material covers a range
of different productions. Links to professional theatre performance clips have been provided, and in some cases
used for exemplar material. It is not essential that they are watched before the activities are undertaken, but

they can be a useful resource for practising the skills needed in this exam.

The resource focuses mostly on the A Level examination; however, it is completely co-teachable in that reference
is made to areas in which AS and A Level criteria differ, and, in some cases, separate AS worksheets are provided.
The tasks in both parts — particularly those in the Planning Your Essay, Analysis and Evaluation and Sample Essays
sections — will be useful practice for all students regardless of whether they are taking the AS or the A Level exam.
In this way, the resource provides additional support beyond what is listed under the individual levels.

Free Updates!

Register your email address to receive any future free updates*

and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customers

made to this resource or other Drama resources your school
has purchased, and details of any promotions for your subject.

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from teachers

Go to zzed.uk/freeupdates
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A Level

Exam Overview

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (9DR0/03)

o This is your written exam

e The examis 2 hours and 30 minutes

e Itis worth 80 marks in total

e It counts for 40% of your overall A Level grade.

e  Youtakein: 'A
o 500 words of theatre ev: . ¢
o clean copiesof 5 , .

i (J a3
“Tiance text for Section C

Structur’ & Exam

SECTION A: Theatre Evaluation (20 marks)
Answer one question based on a production of live theatre that you have seen.

SECTION B: Page to Stage: Realising a Performance Text (36 marks)
Answer two questions: one as a performer and one as a designer based on the t

SECTION C: Interpreting a Performance Text (24 marks)
Answer one question based on a text studied in light of the work of your chosen

SECTION A: LIVE THEATRE EVALUA

e  You will answer one question from a choice of two.

*  You write as an informed member of the audience after having watche
during your studies.

®  You are able to take in 500 words of notes based on this performance

e  You are being assessed on AO4 — for this question it means you must b
evaluate the effectiveness of the performance you have seen.

*20 marks = 25% of Component 3 and 10% of your overall A

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

lag
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Component 3 — Section

Live Theatre Evaluation

Instructions

e  Answer one question

o  Respond to the statement throughout your answer

*  Show a balance between analysing moments from the performance...

o .. and evaluating their effectiveness at communicating meaning

What to Write in your Answers

o In this section you will have to a7+

« guestion from a choice of two.

_ » < aeement which will motivate your choice o
seiformance you have seen.

elements and their effectiveness at communicating meaning.
o Your examples of key moments will need to be detailed and specific.
e Your answer needs to show a personal and engaged response to the perfo
s  You need to use the appropriate vocabulary when answering.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

lag
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Structuring Your Essay

Exam information
e You can take in up to 500 words of notes about the performance you saw.

e You have approximately 40 minutes® to answer the Live Theatre Evaluation
35 minutes? at AS.

o  You need to analyse and evaluate key moments in response to the stateme
given.

Structure of the essay*

Surairi ;o2 st'y‘l’ie, plot and impact of the pe
- _wba yauropinion is regarding the statement (
_“the question (at AS Level).

Opening

tin:
Paragraph Introdu€ 2

Choose a key moment/element that supports y.
introduction. Identify what was done on stage
communicated meaning to you as an audience
back to the statement.*

Paragraph 2 Example 1

«

Choose another key moment/element that sup
Paragraph 3 Example 2  inthe introduction. *Can you find an example
the argument or explores a different relevant e

«

Choose another key moment/element that sup
Paragraph 4 Example 3  in the introduction. *Ensure you are using exa
performance*

«

Choose another key moment/element that sup

Paragraph 5 Example4 . ) . . .
grap xamp in the introduction. *Are you including person

«

Choose another key moment/element that sup
Paragraph 6 Example 5 in the introduction. *Can you link your thought:
director?*

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

«

Using your findi: 5. *= you have explored in t
Paragraph 7 Conclusion  theirfr - . tu'reach an overall decision. T
- statc n acand connect to your opinion in the i

sted structure, and it is possible to structure answers in a dif

lag

 Edﬁ£

ation |

1 This timing refers to the standard amount of time given for the exam. You will need to adjust the
extra time in an exam — approx. 27% of the total time allowed.

2This timing refers to the standard amount of time given for the exam. You will need to adjust the
extra time in an exam — approx. 33% of your total time allowed.

Live Theatre: Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level Edexcel Drama Page 4 of 36



Planning Your Essay

For your A Level Live Theatre Evaluation a large proportion of your marks will ¢
considered the performance in light of the statement in the question. Therefo
essay you need to have a very clear idea of what you want to discuss in respon

Here are a few different responses to the same statement. Underneath It
each is your focus for how to organise your notes and what you need to m
explore. or
. [
‘As an audience, it is often more interesting to watcrk .. .t. listentoa 5

live performance’
® In regard ko the produckion rfiitimiyx wakched ok khe RSC, I w

_iusting ko wakch thon lisken ko the p

an oudience ik was. s

A ngﬂ'-e“ﬁ(dﬁmples that justify your opinion that the visuals were b
the produckion of Homlet I wakched otk the RSC, I fe

Your focus
. In reg

to see bokh elements mork'u\a toﬁether to create an exthLr\a and en

Your focus is: finding examples that show where visual and aural elements wor
communicate meaning to the audience.
. In regord to khe produckion of Homlek I woakched ok the RSC, I fe

much on bhe qu\oaue and bhe visual elements did nok enhance Mny ex

Your focus is: finding examples of moments where the visual elements did not i
understanding/appreciation of the play.

TASK

Using the live performance that you watched, complete the table below to pla
statement.
‘As an audience, it is often more interesting to watch than to liste

Your overall opinion:

Example Key moment
1
2 COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
3
4

lag
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Analysis and Evaluation

ANALYSIS: Detailed examination of the elements or structure of something®

This is where you provide an in-depth study of a moment or element from the p
you watched. You try to identify things that were done on stage and the impact
had on you as an audience. You need to give specific information on the detail ¢
how meaning was communicated.

For example:

The \Lahh'\.r\a ot the moment of Cleopq(:ra’s deo&‘ LB ‘;redoanqnt\:) a b

direckly down from above her head. Tth cec “ “shadows falling on

. As she spoke her lask line, &l

feabtures and hid some of her =y :

that was created

EVALUATION: The making of a judgement about the value of something®
This is where you process the information in the analysis and draw a conclusion
was successful. You need to make this judgement based on the statement you kK
of the question.

For example:

The lighting used ok Cleopokra’s death was very effective ak Showing
felb ok Ehis moment and how She moummed the deakh of Mark Antony. T
clearly on her and Ehe change of lLsht to blue 50cce55€u\l5 connoked Ehat

As you can see, the success of the lighting has been judged (words such as ‘succ
linked the success to the meaning created.

ANALYSIS + EVALUATION: To access more marks you need to link the elements
response to the statement.

‘Lighting is the most important design element used in a li

The \Lahh‘«.r\a okt the moment of Cleopokra’s deakh was an example of ho
tmportant design element in Ehis productLOn Pre j_#;wufit\a a bright whi

down from above her head, which Succe=s Tl ed dork shadows falin

features and hiding some oF hoc £ oGS, ThLS very a@(:ectwe\ﬁ creak.

torture and how much 50 ska Cre death of Mark Ar\tor\ﬁ As she

reasons I agree wikh the skokement bhat lighking is khe most imporko

helped me understand and engage wikh Ehis moment

3 https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/analysis
4 https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/evaluation

Live Theatre: Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level Edexcel Drama Page 6 of 36
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TASKS

Choose an example from the performance you saw and write about it usinga b
evaluation.

This table has been completed using the example above to show you how to do

Impact it had on
audience / What
meaning was
communicated
. . ure through dark
Spotlights f b
Death of Cleopatra POTIENTs Trom above 4 *h cows

. { Her death / sombre
atmosphere

Example Detail you want to include

Bluewash .4 : .~

‘Lighting is the most important design element used in a live performa

Impact it had on audience /
What meaning was
communicated

Detail you want to

Example include

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

/o9
, 'Edw:

ation |
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o  Now, write out your example in full to practise linking analysis and evaluati

‘Lighting was the most important design element used in the |

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

lag
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Breakdown of Marking Cri

A Level: Level 1 (marks 1-4) | AS: Level 1 (marks 1-3)

‘Too Basic’

. You will only have given very simple descriptions of some things that ha
. You might only be able to give a very general comment on whether it wa
. You will not have analysed and evaluated each idea in any depth orin ec
° You might have included drama/theatre words that are incorrect or use

° You will not have shown a good knowledge of,:hs, R ‘and how it comm

To get brl t;i; of this band try to do the

W rn worked in performance

o well they communicated meaning to you as a member of
‘ u are choosing your examples think about the statement in th
When you are choosing your examples think about the focus of the qu

A Level: Level 2 (marks 5-8) | AS: Level 1 (marks 4-6)

‘Lacking depth and balance’

o  You will have given descriptions of some examples from the performance w
why they happened.

e You might have also given a comment on their effectiveness for the audienc

o You will have been able to select some examples which are more relevant t

e You will have been able to use some drama/theatre words correctly.

o  You might have included both analysis and evaluation, but not for every exz

e  You will have shown some understanding of how theatre communicates ide

To get to the top of this band try to do th

Make sure you analyse and evaluate each example
When you are choosing your examples think about the statement in th
When you are choosing your examples think about the focus of the qu
Use drama/theatre words correctly '

* * * K

Live Theatre: Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level Edexcel Drama Page 9 of 36
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A Level: Level 3 (marks 9-12) | AS: Level 3 (marks 7-10)
‘Capable but not fully developed’

o  You will have given well-described examples that show you understand how
communicated to an audience.

e You will have given sensible comments which evaluate each example.
e  You will have chosen relevant examples in response to the statement/ques
*  You will have shown appropriate personal judgements in your choice of exam

e  You will have used drama/theatre words correctly throughout your answer

To get to the top of this & ’d try todo th

Make sure there is balance ©» w. . . naiysis and evaluation througho
Make sure you have .2 gt = _wout the statement or focus in the ques
examples to ¢ i, - _sur opinion.
-, u-use drama/theatre words correctly and wherever appr

* KK

A Level: Level 4 (marks 13-16) | AS: Level 4 (marks 11-13)
‘Confident but not insightful’

o You will have chosen examples which are very pertinent to the statement i

e Your analysis will be detailed and accurate, and show an in-depth understa
communicated to an audience.

®  Your evaluation will link the effectiveness of the performance elements wi
the production.

e  You will use drama/theatre words precisely, showing a high-level understan
performance.

*  You will have used analysis and evaluation in equal measure, providing an in

argument.
To get to the top of this band try to do th
X Really engage with the statement in the question and choose exampl
explore your opinion (A Level).
X Look to explore a wide approach to the focus of the question and cho
allow you to fully explore this (AS).
X Provide thoughtful, accurate detail in your === .- and link this to ho
meaning. . COPYRIGHT
X Use drama/theatre words o'y e s oy and as part of a balanced argu PROTECTED
response. s

lag

 Edﬁ£
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A Level: Level 5 (marks 17-20) | AS: Level 5 (marks 14-16)
‘Mature, comprehensive and insightful / well argued’

e You will have a very clear sense of what you would like to discuss in respon

*  You will be able to identify interesting and important moments from the pe
opinion fully.

e You will have noticed subtle features from a range of production elements
show you understand how they have been used to evoke a particular reacti

e You will have linked your analysis and evaluation within the examples, enak
engaging argument.

Al understanding

e Your use of drama/theatre words is flawless and shc::: 2
performance. . |

"ab top of this band try to do th

Truf . .itn the statement and have real clarity in what you want
aboly @ mpact of the performance (A Level)

Give clear ideas of how the production has succeeded in response to the
Include mature, insightful and personal opinions backed up by detailed a
Ensure balance between analysis and evaluation to create a well-rounde
Use your drama/theatre words with confidence and creativity.

* KKK K

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

lag
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Sample Essays

Sample Essay |

1. Analyse and evaluate the performance you watched using the statement
‘Most members of a modern audience concentrate more on the visual as
narrative’

In your answer:

e you need to assess the ways the production comm:» -ated ideas to yo
e you need to investigate how successful yo! ' o it t..ese ideas were
e you need to give examples from the ffcf““_;ar'uéé to support your opini

e you need to provide a ba!:..i ¢ t-;':'f““_‘,;,;een"analysis and evaluation

- ..ritten using a video from the Shakespeare’s Globe

These examzaia * = °
tasks withc kg watched the performance, but it might help to watch the
information en translated into an answer.

Act 2, Scene 5 — Twelfth Night at the Globe zzed.uk/9336-globe
Essay A: Middle of Level 3

I think Ehok in bhe performance of Tiselfth NLaht that I saw, Ehe au
Ehe visuol aspecks rakher Ehon bhe nammokive. Ak bhe polnt when Malvol
supposedly from Olivia, the focus was more on bhe visual aspects creak
itkse\f. The three charackers who were hiding in order ko overhear Malvo
covered sleeping bogs that they could sik in ko suggesk a hedge or st
wosS a very inventive idea bhok was eye—cakching for an audience and e
vorieby of different listening positions on stage. Ik woas used particul
‘my lody loves me’ and petoals were Ehrown from the top of the ‘krees’
excited Malolio. This was very successful ok creo&,i.r\a comedy buk for
audience I found bhot I wos Focus'u\e far more on the (:h'u\as the tree
to kthe dialogue..

Essay B: Top of Level 4

A.Aéa‘;re, I feel Lhot

In the produckion of Twelfbh Night ok the Glot . -

clements were used effeckively as a : -« ““,Lﬁ'af\"c"ir\s the narrakive and

Howsever, in Ack 2, Scene S e i‘vO\LO reads ouk bhe lebber, I fel

s & result I didn’t engage wikh the charoy

delivery of Ehe diolo « ¢

“8' 2 ,.:,’.a,..»'ce:\“/‘er use of leaf—covered sleeping bags was inven

overhear Malolio embarrassing himself. By the ackors swikching from la
(resamb\'u\a a hedse) ko stonding like kopiary krees, the director was o
high comedy which enhanced the akmosphere of Malvolio making a fool o
when petols erupked from khe top of the krees as Malolio shouks 'M3

o5 a member of khe audience Ehis became dLstrqctLr\S and I begon to

the ‘brees’ were gong ko do nexk, rather thon absorb the depths of M
ambikion which is the intention ok Ehis poink in khe play.

Live Theatre: Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level Edexcel Drama Page 12 of 36
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TASKS

Both of these examples are effectively arguing the same point and use the sam
performance. However, essay B received a lot more marks — why?

Highlight which statements you think apply only to essay B.

A - R A o

—_
e

Read the comments you highlighted for essay B and write a short summary of w

marks.

Clear thought has gone into this response and they have given clear ex
The example keeps the statement in mind at all times and is driving th
There is clear knowledge shown about how theatre is made by the vario

There is evaluation given which relates to the. *

~.n nt.

Analysis is strong and in this ex=~ ! re ~*us (6 the original intentions

There is a personal o=+ on q _k&d up by examples from the performa

Theggie a = ° 2 orunderstanding how a performance can communi

Ti ag:éuused is appropriate and accurate.
There is a high-level use of language which shows confidence and und
There is a balance between analysis and evaluation and they are interli

They are clear about what they want to say.

Live Theatre: Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level Edexcel Drama Page 13 of 36
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o Read the example below and decide what level you think it is and why. Hig
statements above applying to this essay.

Howevery in khe case of the costume designer khere was a symblosis o
narrakive in bhe form of Malvolo’s coskume. TV greaks such as Pouok
enobled our audience Lo feel familiar wikth khe Edwardion costumes and
on staaa ot khe Globe. As an audience, wse understand khe Syrbolism L
5L6r\L€3 in regard ko characker and skakus. In bhe Tuselfbh NLSHG, I sauw
effeckively in the dull and drob yet precise suik wom by Malolio. The

wikh ks heavy kuweed makeriol and prackical leabher pnkches on khe elb

of a character who is fastidious and utilitari .

] ?‘CKU‘S a Sense O
% then oble Lo create

for Malvolio. In Ack 2, Scene S, the .5 3¢ 'sr

bhis super—sensible exterior i3 aarated movement. and full use of

audience how far kheo ;sa‘a'céers hod pushed Malvolio inko a kind

= 1y uole ko use bhe visuval aspects ko enhance kheir un

Level /20

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

lag

;Edua@ﬁon,
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Sample Essay 2

‘As an audience, it is often more interesting to watch than to listen to a live pe
Act 3, Scene 1 — Hamlet at the RSC zzed.uk/9336-h
Act 3, Scene 2 — Hamlet at the RSC zzed.uk/9336-ha

In regord ko the produckion of Homlet I wokched ok the RSC, I feel &
oudience were able Lo see bokh visuol and aural elements workLr\a toaat\n
and engaging performance. In parkicular was khe skimulaking use of colo

the very hLah—lave\ qua\LtB of the o\ct'u\a.

The produckion was sek in an AC L oon "\ z\tvﬁ, thch become very clear

4y and imporkance. I bhink the direckor did Ehis ko shouws
of qu’da Haomlet was park of and in Ehis case the visual and aurol ele

understand Ehis.

Anokher successful moment where visual and aural elements worked well b
Scene I. As Hamlek begins his fomous speech khe lights change ko a s
avdience focus completely on whak he was saying. The ackor used pause
hows jumbled his Ehoughts wsere and his voice stukkered somekimes, Show
felb. The combinakion of his vocal delivery and Ehe spoh\Lelnt helped the
confused and upset he was. In Ehis case visuol and aural elements were
Another successful moment was bhe (—Laht Scene betbuseen Hamlek and L
as a fight with skicks rokher bhan a kradikional duel. The costume de:
them in kraditional African baggy trousers and no kops which made ik
kribal. The dromming and 5\r\0ul:'u\8 which accompanied bhe (:Lsht creaked
which suiked bhis very importont moment. The lights flashed and enhon
making LE a very Ehriliing scene. Again, the director had used both elem

engage Ehe oaudience.

Howsever, there was one moment where T do agree more \TsLth the stotem

_iotsever, Ehe actu\e of Guuldenstem wos

wild and unpredickabe ¢
f € o

I Qas de&mtel:, more interested in ml;chme Ehan sk

dudn’t veyg
At s §
I Ehink Ehok Ehe RSC did moke kthe performance inkeresting ko wokch

e =

g much which mode it hard for me ko engage wi

agree wikh the stokement. There were some moments when I stopped I

overol I Ehink Ehe audience wsere very engoged by both tthes.
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TASK

What mark would you give this essay, and why?

To help you come to your decision, begin by highlighting where you think the stu
®  Responded to the statement

e  Used drama/theatre words correctly

e Given detailed examples

e  Analysed the impact of performance elements

e  Evaluated the success of the performance elements

e Included an understanding of what it communicated to an audience

If you have found examples of each of these, then t' ey 'r Q::Ii)ly"have reached at |
Questions to ask yourself: =
e Does it have at least four -2

e Does ithave balzn::

If you can answer yes to these, then they probably have reached Level 4 —do t
Questions to ask yourself:

o  Are the comments sophisticated, perceptive and intelligent?

e |s the detail accurate and showing full understanding of the different jobs
o Do they give a sense of confidence in understanding why things were don
e Is the use of drama/theatre words flawless and creative?

e Isthere a well-rounded and thought-provoking opinion given?

Use the mark scheme to choose which level you think the work belongs in.

Then decide whether you think it is only just in this level, in the middle or very

Write down your answer and a short summary of how you reached that decisio

Level

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Annotated Model Answ

1. Analyse and evaluate the performance you watched using the statement b

‘Live performances are often too heavily focused on the past and ignor

In your answer:

e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to yo
e you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were
e you need to give examples from the performance to support your opin
* you need to provide a balance between analvsi: . . _evaluation

It may be helpful to watch the fol!o‘ e '!eQ wefore reading this essay: zz

& itis p055|ble to watch the full performan

Please note: At the ’rlr}f

‘Live performances are often too heavily focused on the past
and ignore the present day’

For a varieby of reasons I believe the performance of Black

—

Waokch khat I saw was a perfeck example of how Eheakre

con inform us of khe past while remaining vikal ond rooked
in Ehe present doy. Alkhough kthe play detailed the history
of Ehis iconic Scokkish regiment, khe use of lighting,
sound and movemenk made ik very relevant and Lr\terest'u\a to

a contemporary audience. Ik was also very successful ot

comer\Lne, cor\trqsl:'u\a and \‘)uxtoposu\a moments from past

ond present ko highlight Ehe conflick inherent in Ehe sktory.

One example where I feel bhere was an exkremely effeckive

Symblosis bebuseen past and present wos while Cammy was

explaining the history of the regiment to khe reporter. As

he begon explaining ks conception in khe MOOs khe

ensemble begon ko dress him in khe avkhentic uniform of

the day. This was done with milibory precision ond

efficlency ok only reflecking khe roukis wme in khe COPYRIGHT
S oo PROTECTED

A okogs be soldiers fighting.

amy buk also the sense of (:.u’ & rg’*

4

mokker what khe era /s

It was made n

retavomh and visually uxl:eresl:u\S by

Practitioner /

theatre e
company

d Gikie ASSemb\q type moves as the ackors
ed wikth each okbher o enable the changing of

uniform Ehroughook Ehe history. The moves were very

masculine skrength holds ond often required severol people ko

work kogebher, uhich successfully added a sense of the very
physicol ond ensemble aspects of life in the amy. In this
wayy [ feel Ehe audience were able ko oppreciate the back

» 'Edw:uion ,

skory of khe regiment bok in a woy khot oppealed ko our

more vLsual\3 inclined audience.

Live Theatre: Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level Edexcel Drama Page 17 of 36



Correct use

of name of
director

Correct use of
name of

lighting
designer

Correct use of
name of

sound
designer

Performance

style

Range of

performance
values covered

Another aspect of the performance that I bhink was very
successful was bhe use of lighting and sound ko signal khe
tronsikions between flashbacks. As Ehis play continually
Jumps around Ln kime, Lk was especially imporktont ko be
oble ko indicate bokh past and present doy and by using a
combination of senses, John TLH:gr\g was able Lo moke
both past and present equally importankt. The overlapping of
sound ond lighking wos very effeckive ok kronsporking khe
audience back in kime and also had Ehe added benefit of
pukking us n khe mind of Commy and the Sok cers, eg. we
15 _he beginning

hear/see whak they did. For example t s ;

of khe plag we move from ' - fe . ond reporter taking
in the pub ko beir

lghting ='ce 't i 2 pub wos a flab whikewoash
4 ce b oiﬁstn.p V\.aht.'«.na found n working men’s c\u&

Ehe ccwr\tra. Sudder\\a. the loud and very realistic

i n . . ']fréq. John Forahom’s*

ol
sound of gunfire was heard and as the soldiers dived for
covery khe lighting chonged ko darkness on stoage apart from
lows red ond blue highlighting only a few sections of khe
staae. Famham¥ had creaked a blue wash which WMuminaked
the walls surounding khe kraverse audience seakings which
goave a sense of the world oukside the ackion, and the red
light on skoge successfully creaked on inkense and dongerous
okmosphere. The conkrask betiuseen these kuwo skakes,
exoggeroked by Taylor’s¥ sound effecks, quickly kransported
) Froml:heéq@e,d‘-nol:bormapub.l:oatmameba
thot was skill obviously vivid wikhin the soldiers’ minds.

As a piece of verbokim/documentary theatre based on the

Irag Woar ik s inevikable thak contemporary media Sources

would be used in khe performance. This could have become
quite dry ond like on ackual documentary; however, I feel
that the way itk wos done here was very Lr\terest‘ma and
effective ond, although Lk roised importont isSsues, dudn’t

overshodow the story of the actual people . .f)ed. During

the first floshback when we are trasc 4 sw back on kour

as the soldiers are emer: . : 't ::;;) Zhe pool kable in dim and

abmospheric bial w35 repork from khe kime is

¢ so\‘c;gars os if that’ are on wakch dutg,
eér(iaul around for any Signs of krouble. We hear a
reporker detailing khe story and injuries surfounding
Black Wakch’s kour. The contrast and juxtoposition of
these kuo elements really broualnb home the difference S
betiseen whot we Saw back ak home ond khe reofitky for
soldiers on bthe fronk lne. It was furkher enforced when o
debote betiuseen ko polikbicions wos projected on khe
backdrop, while the soldiers conktinue kheir pakrol. The lights

Live Theatre: Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level Edexcel Drama Page 18 of 36
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had changed ko overhead spoklights which meank Ehe
audience could nok See the soldiers’ faces, which was very
effective ok suggesting that the polikicions were nok
considering khe individuol soldiers buk seeing khem as
‘Foceless entities’ thak could be manoceuvred from afar. For
bhis reason I Ehink Tiffany found an excellent way ko
explore bhe pask while still moking ik relevant and
Lr\l'_erest'uxs in khe present day.

/]

Anckher example of how Tiffany successfully ¢ iplored Ehe

past while moking ik relevonk ko khe ‘e was Ehrough

donce. Ak one

the use of kradiktional sonas. =« e
poink the soldiers -r . s 3 §_m.d3 in the middle of on oir
Rangeof ~ EEISUIRICE T & 5‘0"""“" stonds uUp ond begins singing a
on | _Seoktish song. The contrast of this old-

performance
values covered

led melody Sung a5 a S0lo was very effective 05 the

\urics spoke of Ehe glory ond honour to serve uour clan in

baottle and spoke of o kime when 30LnLn8 Ehe army was seen

05 an easy decision. As *Hc\ﬂ'g Teol songy the \t.ahl:usa
became o low blue wash and as the other soldiers joined in
the song in haymonies they olso continued wikh slows mokion
poses from baktles such as d‘w‘ma for cover. The

Juxkaposikion of this bradikional song with the real-\ife

army poses very successfully made bhe audience bhink about

Ehe history of Ehe army as well as Ehe present ~doy reoliby.

These examples show how, in the case of Black Wakch,
John Tiffany found an excellent bolonce betuseen the past
and the present. Through the play’s creakive use of lighting,
sound and historical elements the audience were able to
explore ond understand somebhing thot has hoppened in the
past buk is skill very relevank todoy.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

.. niner's comments
This candidate shows an ou .t ndi. ¢ appreciation for the techniques and for
has clearly linked the 1« :h .mpact on the audience. The examples are well
£ _ Lalysis and evaluation. There is a confidence in the way t
fied personal opinion as well as wider knowledge and apprec

well structured and there is a flawless use of vocabu
Level 5 — 19 out of 20

lag

*The names used for the designers and actors in this essay have been invented for the purpose of illustrating
names of the director and writer are correct.

, 'Eds;}f:

ation |
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Practice Papers

Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation
A LEVEL
ANSWER ONE OF THESE QUESTIONS:

1. Analyse and evaluate the performance you watched using the statement b

‘Most members of a modern audience concentrate mor= on the visual as
narrative’ &

In your answer: .
e  you need to assess ti: ,fg,;e““p?dduction communicated ideas to y
e youneadtc it . "t 3a.-how successful you thought these ideas were
12 N L ive ‘examples from the performance to support your opi
to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

OR

2. Analyse and evaluate the performance you watched using the statement b

‘Most young people are not able to engage with live performance becau
audience’

In your answer:
o you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to y
e you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were
e you need to give examples from the performance to support your opi
o you need to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation
A LEVEL
ANSWER ONE OF THESE QUESTIONS:

1. Analyse and evaluate the performance you watched using the statement b
‘As an audience, it is often more interesting to watch than to listento a |

In your answer:
e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to y
¢ you need to investigate how successful you *' ~. i %hese ideas were
e you need to give examples from the er or+, -..ce to

¢ you need to provide a bal2~ . : se . ~_n analysis and evaluation

OR

2. Analyse and evaluate the performance you watched using the statement b
‘Technology should be at the heart of a live performance in order to eng

In your answer:
o you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to y
e  you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were
® you need to give examples from the performance to support your opi
e  you need to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

COPYRIGHT
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Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation
A LEVEL
ANSWER ONE OF THESE QUESTIONS:

1. Analyse and evaluate the performance you watched using the statement b
‘Young audiences need a more visually stimulating live performance in orc

In your answer:
e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to y
¢ you need to investigate how successful you *' ~. i fghese ideas were
e you need to give examples from the er or+, -..ce to

¢ you need to provide a bal2- . : se . ~_n analysis and evaluation

OR

2. Analyse and evaluate the performance you watched using the statement b
‘Live performances are often too heavily focused on the past and ignore

In your answer:
e  you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to y
e you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were
e you need to give examples from the performance to support your opi
e you need to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation
A LEVEL
ANSWER ONE OF THESE QUESTIONS:

1. Analyse and evaluate the performance you watched using the statement b
‘Lighting design is the most important design element used in a live perf

In your answer:
e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to y
* you need to investigate how successful you *' ~. i %hese ideas were
e you need to give examples from tha zet r, cceto
¢ you need to provide a bal2- . : se .

OR

2. Analyse and evaluate the performance you watched using the statement b
‘Live and/or recorded sound are essential to the success of live performa

In your answer:
e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to y
e you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were
e you need to give examples from the performance to support your opi
e you need to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

(To
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Exam Overview

COMPONENT 2: THEATRE MAKERS IN PRACTICE (8DR0O/02

e  This is your written exam
e Theexamis 1 hourand 45 minutes
e |tis worth 48 marks in total
e |t counts for 40% of your overall AS grade
e  Youtakein:
0 500 words of theatre evaluatiz~ ic .« 5

SECTION A: eatre Evaluation (16 marks)
Answer one question based on a production of a piece of live theatre you have s

SECTION B: Page to Stage: Realising a Performance Text (32 marks)
Answer two questions as a performer and a designer based on the text studied ¢

SECTION A: LIVE THEATRE EVALUA

e You will answer one question from a choice of two.

e  You write as an informed member of the audience after having watched
during your studies.

e You are able to take in 500 words of notes based on this performance to

e You are being assessed on AO4 —for this question it means you must be &
effectiveness of the performance you have seen.

*16 marks = 33% of Component 2 and 11% of your overa

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
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Component 2 — Section

AS - Question 1 (Design Elements)

Instructions
o In Question 1 you will be given the opportunity to explore the contribution
This could be one of the following:

SET COSTUME LIGHTING SO

They may also ask you to focus on one element of that desiz~ {e.g. use of colour,

*  Although the focus of the question should be .. in ¢ ict of that design elen
about its effectiveness as part of the .2 . _duction (e.g. how it support

oV hedesign element was used...

e  Yourjobis always to anak..« h

e ..andevakate | ~ +. " icuve that was at communicating meaning to you a

AS - Que*'5n 2 (Performance Element)

Instructions
o In Question 2 you will be given the opportunity to explore the contribution
This could be one of the following:

NON-VERBAL
USE OF SPACE COMMUNICATION VOICE MOV

e Although the focus of the question is the performance element, you need t
to other aspects of the performance (e.g. how lighting enhanced the mome

e  Yourjobis always to analyse how the performer/s used that particular ele

e .. and evaluate its effectiveness at communicating character and meaning

What to Write in your Answers
*  You need to give examples of moments where you saw the element being
communicating meaning to you.

®  You need to be detailed and specific in your descriptions to show that you
element has been used for effect.

o  You need to focus your response to the demands of the question.

e You need to use the appropriate vocabulary when a-. = ring.

Live Theatre: Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level Edexcel Drama Page 25 of 36
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Planning Your Essay

For your AS Live Theatre Evaluation it is important that in your answer you
cover the focus given in your chosen question. Read the question carefully and
you need to focus your answer on.

’Analyse and evaluate the impact achieved by the set designer in the performa
you have seen’

In this question you are being asked to focus on the work of the set designer.

Analyse and evaluate the impact achieved by the set designer in the pe

Your overall opinion:

. ee rs Impact — what
Example of key Detail — what specific things -p
. . think/feel/und
moment/element will you mention?
as a result of
e.g. raised platform at e.g. scaffolding — industrial. e.g. Hamlet in mo
1 | back of stage — Hamlet’s | Status through height. Close to | context. Lost his
death ‘God"”. belief in God.
2
3
4
5
COPYRIGHT
Highlight the key words in the followi~ » ju. ». as’ PROTECTED

. ‘Explore how characte ©= = » - .5 achieved through physicality in the per

. ‘Explogemiile/ ¢ : . - supported the work of the actors on stage in the p
. ‘Explo mpact of technology in the performance you have seen’
. ‘Explore two of the key performance roles in the performance you have s

lag
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Analysis and Evaluation

ANALYSIS: Detailed examination of the elements or structure of something °
This is where you provide an in-depth study of a moment or element from the
play you watched. You try to identify things that were done on stage and the
impact they had on you as an audience. You need to give specific information o
the detail of how meaning was communicated.

For example:

The \Leht'uxg ok Ethe moment of Cleopokra’s e qs ipredomu\o«\('.\s a

ser\Lr\S dLrecl:lB down from above her '& - T ../ éreaked dork shadows fo

e\or\ao&,ed her feakures and i sy LS her expressions. As she spoke h
changed €0 a dull bk

Amgch fllled Ehe entire sl:age.

breis detail and you can picture the moment in your head. Q
into smaller parts and they have identified what lighting was

As you can ,
been broker;
that was created.

EVALUATION: The making of a judgement about the value of something®
This is where you process the information in the analysis and draw a conclusion
was successful.

For example:

The lighking used ok Cleopatra’s deakth was very effective ok showing £
fele ot Ehis moment and how She moumed the death of Mark Antony. Th
focus clearly on her and the change of lLaht ko blue successfully connoked

As you can see, the success of the lighting has been judged (words such as ‘succ
linked the success to the meaning created.

ANALYSIS + EVALUATION: To access more marks you need to link the elements
explore the focus of the question.

‘Explore the use of colour by the lighting designer in the performa

The \Lsht'u\a ok the moment of Cleopatra’s deokh was an example of ho

- & open uwhike spokl

and eFFactLvela by the designer. Predoer\ar\Ug a b
3 shadms Fa\\'u\e on

from obove her head, which Successﬁﬂ\g ceaed
features and hiding some of her . et Lus. This very effectively creak.
A,,.:('yao?r\é:d the deakh of Mark Ar\tor\g. As

inner borbure and hows ~ o

uéﬁlsash which fllled Ehe entire staga. This ve

of sLer\L€3Lr\8 her death and the blue connobted a sombr
For Ehese ns I Ehink Ehat colour was used ko Sraat Lrpack as e

and engoage wikbh Ehis moment

5 https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/analysis
6 https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/evaluation
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TASK

Choose an example from the performance you saw and write about it usinga b

evaluation.

This table has been completed using the example above to show you how to d

Impact it had on audience

Example Detail you want to include What meaning was
communicated
Spotlights from above Self-torture through dark
Death of shade, =
Cleopatra “Hc -7 2uth / sombre

Blue wash at end

Now use the tahle be'n . »

o |'a°‘t”frhasphere

e

you pulan out your thoughts.

Detail you want to
include

Impact it had on audienc
What meaning was
communicated

Now, write out your example in full to practise linking analysis and evaluation i

question.

‘Explore the use of colour by the lighting designer in the perfor

Live Theatre: Exam Preparation Pack for AS and A Level Edexcel Drama
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Sample Essays

Sample Essay |

‘Analyse and evaluate the impact of technology in the performa

In khe produckion of Greot Expeckotions I wakched I feel that Neil
technologys particularly using lighting ond sound ko creake on exciking
As bthe staging was 0 minimal khese obher aspecks were used very cle

betlseen the inner and ouker experiences of Pip.

One exomple that wos very enpe. i QJ t\r\e arrwq\ of the adulks unk
young Pip woas sikkine

ploced Ehe

ps mu.r\d and helped us ko understand his oge

e s e

roment . auectgor\o‘\ Spoks were placed ok khe fronk of the stag
sloped 5&(,\& o creake huaa. mer\acu\a shadows of Ehe adulks which sk
the stage. This quickly helped us underskond how Pip was feeling ok &
Anokher successful use of bechnology wos khe sound effecks creaked by
Microphones were used ko amplify particular sounds, such as a hearkbea
Scored and especially the volume of the clanking chains during Ehe terrif
Maaw&,ch on Ehe moors. In all Ehese cases, bhe sound effecks were use
audience khe main emokion running Ehrough Pip ok Ehat moment. This

wikh the characker and his 5&0(3.

Sound was also used very eFGech‘we\ﬂ wikh Taaaer’s \.ao.sh‘u\a of his ha
audience hows khis sound and rikual had skuck in Pip’s mind, Akack ha

sounds of waker dripping and sploshing. The audience can See khe bucke
the sound effecks helped us Lo underskand how Pip remembered ik repe
symbolie of a skrange obmosphere in khe house when Lk hoappened. In !

hod connoted a complex emokion from the story very effecktively.

Techr\oloas was also used wikh fantastic effeck in Miss Havisham’s de
moachine blows red, yelows ond orange makerial tn unpredickable flurries o
while Fisher’s \Laht'\.r\a gradually shifks from low level i:2lows ko inkense
. Jm _ackor playing Mi

fire reaches ks peak. The chL\\LnS vocal deliverc

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ond distorted as khe fire developeds '3 'a \_errd:Bu\S to \tsken to

the re\al:we\g basic use of equip

cinemokic momenk on skoge. T 5 s

ko recreake a kruly oo siomenky which reflecked bhe Lrportonce L

moving opark £o Show khe danger Magwikch wos in. However, I felb the
have been used more fully ko creake Ehe obmosphere and locakion of Ehi

wosh on 5(:q8e and Abock’s sound effecks ko indicate storm and splas!

, Eduauion ,

river ond r\La\nl:—the buk, compared ko okher moments, lacked speckacle.
drowon inko khe emotion of the scene as I had been ok previous kimes,

Ehis should have been o very excLl'_Lr\S roment .
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TASK

Read the examiner’s commentaries below and decide which one you think app

Examiner Commentary 1

This is a well-structured easy which is easy to read and interesting
correct vocabulary and show a basic level of understanding of how
used. There are examples given but they lack detail and do not alw
between analysis and evaluation. The answer does not focus enou
only some examples address the use of technology. It is quite short
detail. The language used is appropriate but n. - « )

pressive.

Examiner Commentary 2

This is a well-si- r ' ¢ssay which gives a range of detailed exam
of teil i OS 1irie production. The candidate writes confidently
1 elements and shows a high level of understanding o
audience. The names of the designers have been used informativel
understanding of how the roles have all worked together to create
vocabulary is accurate and used to support their personal opinion.
between analysis and evaluation which shows the candidate has u
has been created and how effective it was. There is a focus on the q

Now decide what mark you would give this essay.

Another student wrote about the same moment from the play and had the sam
that technology had been used effectively throughout the production.

What is missing in this example?

AL one point in khe performance of Greok Expectotions bthot I saws,
parthu\arla e@@act‘we\g. when Taaaer s wash'u\a s hands, we See Eh
actor places his hands in bthe bucket bhe audience can hear kthe woaker
his hands. A microphone hod been used ko amplify and overlop Ehese so

and erper\S.

What is missing in this example?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

I G_h0u8ht the use of sound effeckts in Graq"

I \oved bhe scene wshere Tqaaer WAS.. LT A
whok Pip had felb abouk kb o' 2 e'in

betiseen clienks on: i, : < ‘have heard him do ik again and again

Sood usil :

What is missing in this example?

lag

I loved bhe moment when Tasaer was washing his hands in the perfo
Expectations that I sow. The ackor was skaring inko khe buckek w

 Fducation |
his shoulders were hunched over as tV\OUSH he were Obsessed wikh traL - ®

problems he was suffering from. The ackor was very convincing and eng
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Sample Essay 2

‘Analyse and evaluate the impact achieved by the actors’ use of movement in t
Act 2, Scene 2 — Romeo and Juliet at the RSC? zzed.uk/9

In the production of Romeo and Julek I saws ok the RSC, movement ws
Lo show khe charackers and the stor:).

In Ethe bolcony sScene, Romeo s wo(«.h'u'\s nervously underneakh Juliek’s bal
been heard, he runs quLcle domstaae and crouches down, hiding his head
It woas khe sort of bhing Ehok anyone would do S0 ik was easy for the
was happar\Lr\a I Ehink Ehis was really effective qt sl wu\a me houws ner:
Copuleks’ house and houws he doesn’t wank ko oe.l' i

Another moment thot movement. wos »ems a5 he moved bockuwsar
Jultet Lo come ovk. The ackor i

re Ehink how importar’
Lmpressed b g :

J‘ON‘B while alsays looking up o
d & she was. Ik wos cleor Lo the audie
movement and by him sd',tgna in front of Eh

Ol

5eeLr\8 ik

Whenever K was tqlk‘me obouk Jullek he would wave his honds aroun
This was because he was comparing her ko loks of khings in nokure like
wos effeckive for bhe ackor ko do Ehis because ik sShowed khe audience
he was and how much he wantked Lo show Ehot.

Anokher successful use of movement woS when he decided ko respond ko
know he was ackually there. The ackor jumps up and shouks his line, spri
her. Juliek s S0 shocked thak she leaps up and rns away from khe bale
moment for khe audience as you could clearly see bhok Juliek woas starkle
to answer.

Another Fur\r\t) moment. was when Juliek tells Romeo bhat she loves him,
balcony, and Romeo leaps and punches the air like a fookball celebrokion.
recognise as an audience and Lt meant we could undersktoand hows hoppy he
way abouk him.

Overall, I Ehink the movement in Romeo and Juliek helped bring khe charoy
underskond more abouk what was happening n khe story. The actors wer
movermenk s wihich made ik easier for khe audience Lo See whak was hop

TASK

What mark would you give this essay, and why?

Level /16

7 For the purposes of this resource, the examples are taken only from the video extra
examples from across the whole performance.
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Annotated Model Answ

and sound design hod khe greakesk impack. This play was a piece o
verbokim/documentory bheakre bosed on diary exktrocks and interviews
style

Correct
use of

designer’s

name

Correct
use of
designer’s
name

Analyse and evaluate the use of two design elements in the performance
In your answer:

e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to yo
e you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were

e you need to give examples from the performance to support your opini
e you need to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

It may be helpful to watch the following video befj‘r o

Please note: At the time of writing it i= . ~ sii '~ 0 watch the full performa
YouTube but there is an age - i 'ié ‘wting of 16+ due in part to the stro
anguage used throuch: i ¢ A 2 rmtlvely, you could conduct an Internet se
the plaw ol \oor o, G’i‘egory Burke’

rie produckion of Black Wakch thok I sows I feel bhok bhe li_sht

soldiers in khe regiment and ik was very imporkant ko creoke a Sens
whok the soldiers experienced. Also, the plok jumps around in kime
li_akti.r\s and sound were a key woay ko help khe audience underskond &l
well as tnvolve Ehem fully in khe emokional aspecks of the sktory.
'TWOUSBOUE the plog, these kuso design elements were used n conjunc
ochieve the desired impoct on the audience.

The €iursk moment wshere lLahtLr\a and sound were used very a?@ech’we\g
n bhe Opening Scenes. Sam% To\g\or‘k hod creoted on oimost taolent.

hod khe effect of hyping up khe crowd ko expect greak things and
wos enhanced by John Fornhom’s* spoklights swinging backuwords on
forwards along the kraverse stqei_r\a \Lke someu\u\e was abouk ko

The effeck of khis was heightened significankly when khe door open
fo si.r\ele bLehb 5POULSHE, Shone on Commy, o 5Lr\8le soldier kentok iLvel
oppearing from behind the door. The effeck of this instontly highlig
the differences bebuwen the general public’s sense of the oy being
omozing thrilk ond the realiby of on individual pe(sor\ and the socrifi

they moke.

Anokher exomple of where lighting ~ 1 '\\A_« ‘Sere used very effeckiv

ko effect khe kransikion=s oy - d » = of flashbacks. —ﬂr\e3 vSed an PROTECTED
ovev\o\ppu\e of Sour } : ,m\_r\s w\m_dn was ver_\j effeckive ok Ekransp

beS: . o@ the play we move from khe soldiers and reporkter talking

pub to being on kour in Iraq. Fornhom 's¥ lighting stoke in bhe pub
flok whitewash. Suddenky, the loud ond very realistic sound of 6ur\€~_r
heard ond as bhe soldiers dived for covery khe \i_a\nl:'uxa changed to doy _— .
on skage opark from low red and blue highlighting only a fews seckion 1 Edﬁ{:(}tl@ﬂ |
the stoge. Farmham¥ had creoted o blue wosh which luminoted the ’
surounding the audience, which goave a Sense of kthe word oukside the
ackion, and the red \Lelnt on staee 5UCC255€U“3 creaked an intense an
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dongerous abmosphere which reflected bhe aobmosphere in Iraqy. The co

bebtiseen bthese buw stakes, exaesgro\(:ed by Tcg\_or's* sound effects,
quickly ond effectively kransported uvs from the safe, if nok boring,
time gone by thok was skill obviously vivid wikhin the soldiers’ mi

Anokher moment. Ehok was porkicularly successful wos when they beg
story of khe IED when khey were in khe jeep. This was the beginn
anokher flashbock and the soldiers had climbed onko khe pool ktable o
detailed around khe edge as (f in Ehe back of an army Eruck. Famham* hod
examples a low green wosh kthok filled bhe 5&0\82 ond 5u6625(:ed the view khro
night vision goggles. This was enhanced by Several of the soldiers we
F\O\SHJ\S l'\_ahhs on bthe back of Eheir helmets, ot
the oudience inko the experience of th

Specific
and

: s very eF(:ectLve\:)

S e usere 5eeLr\8

of a kruck driving filled

they souws. Ta:j\or's believable s~ fe !

avdiborium wikh sound i - . ‘tors baao\r\ ko bump and jost\a o5 i
~An. The impack of bhis Lmmediokely ensur:
o o - o the scory locobion ond sibuokion the soldiers wes
eoked a similor effect and okrosphere ko thok of a film

going over this
Supporting _
evidence,

e.g. use of .
mime woMlvportant as ab bhis poink Lk s the beginning of the terible
sibuokion where Black Wakch losk some of bheir keom.

The final exomple of where \Lah(:i_r\a and sound worked exkremely well
the deakh scene towords the end of khe play. Our focus s drown ko
cenkre of khe stage Ehrough a pool of low orange light ko simuloke
\Lahts inside khe kruck. Suddenly khere s a loud explosion and
simulbaneously bhe backdrop s blown down revealing Ehree FLeures SUS
in Ehe oir. Famhom¥ used o bri_akt yellows wash behind the Ehree £,
ko represent the explosion and also ik skopped khe audience being ol
see the foces cleary.

I bhink Ehis wos a very good effect 05 I concentraoked on Ehe overol

emotional impack of Ehe explosion, rather Ehan \ooking specL\’;Lcal\S ol
ackors’ faces. The stoge lghts hod reduced Lo a low red/oronge
which picked up the slows-mokion reaction of the other soldiers perf
ond creoked a very visually effective moment. As the three suspende.
soldiers began Eheir slows-mokion fall thmuah the airy, Taylor¥ creoke
effeck of informakion being shared on a wakie—talkie which detailed
ZAP codes for bhe soldiers and thot Ehey had been killed. The

IUPES Juxkoposition of dramatic lighting and the unemokional informakion
WEINERNE could hear mode the audience understand bthe (:rqei.c consequences in
inbuibive woay.

Outstanding

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

It s for bthese reasons bthaot I Ehink Tow T & o‘r\-\j did on excellent
bringing bhe story of Black W' - o Wl The use of lighting ond
nok only helped khe avd .o o(car\d the kime changes wibhin Ehe

they also creck ﬁ;&é"l:@u\ okmospheres which made us feel so

Examiner's comments

This is a vei¥well structured essay which gives a number of well-developed examples fro
performance. Each example has analysed the lighting and sound contribution and explai
impact of these choices for the audience.

lag

There is an outstanding use of vocabulary and ideas are linked to style of performanc
the names of the designers/director are used correctly. The candidate shows a high |
understanding of how performances are created and a wider knowledge and apprecia
theatre. Level 5—15 out of 16

 Edﬁ£

ation |

*The names used for the designers and actors in this essay have been invented for the purpose of illustrating
when names should be used. The names of the director and writer are correct.
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Practice Papers

Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation
AS
ANSWER ONE OF THESE QUESTIONS:

1. Analyse and evaluate the impact achieved by the set designer in the perfo

In your answer:
e you need to assess the ways the production ..~ .au ricated ideas toy
e you need to investigate how success 1l 01 sught these ideas were
e  youneed to give examplec . i 1t ¢ _performance to support your opi
e youneedtoprovi. o7 .&between analysis and evaluation

OR

2. Analyse and evaluate the impact achieved by the actors’ use of movemen

In your answer:
e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to y
e you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were
e you need to give examples from the performance to support your opi
e you need to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

1. Analyse and evaluate the use of colour by the lighting designer in the perf

In your answer:
e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to y
e you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were
* you need to give examples from the performance to support your opi
e  you need to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

OR

2. Analyse and evaluate how characterisation was ach® . « _through physica
watched.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

In your answer:
e youneedtoai & ways the production communicated ideas to y

Tl _estigate how successful you thought these ideas were
to give examples from the performance to support your opi
e you need to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

lag

 Edﬁ£
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Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation
AS
ANSWER ONE OF THESE QUESTIONS:

1. Analyse and evaluate how costume supported the work of the actors on st
performance you watched.

In your answer:
e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to yo
e you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were

e you need to give examples from the perfor it i;support your opin
* you need to provide a balance betwe 2n ana and evaluation

Sy

OR

awe the impact of technology in the performance you wa

In your answer:
e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to yo
e you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were
e you need to give examples from the performance to support your opin
e you need to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

1. Analyse and evaluate two of the key performance roles in the performance

In your answer:
e you need to assess the ways the production communicated ideas to yo
e you need to investigate how successful you thought these ideas were

e  you need to give examples from the performance to support your opin
e you need to provide a balance between analysis and evaluation

OR
2. Analyse and evaluate the use of two design elements in the performance y

In your answer: :
e you need to assess the ways the productior v @ nu sicated ideas to yo
e you need to investigate how sucre ~ 1l ‘~ ght these ideas were
e you need to give examp'zi 55fﬁ,;fe_:.»pérformance to support your opin
e you need to prc:i ace between analysis and evaluation
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Page

Answers

p- 14

The example at the bottom of the page (A Level): Suggest that this
perceptive and interesting detail and an equal balance between a

p. 15/16

Full essay example (A Level): This is a top of Level 4 response; 14,
appropriate mark for this essay. It is confident, full of examples a
the points made, while being accurate, are not particularly percep

pp- 29/30

Full essay example (AS): Suggest this is just a L » el 5 response 14/
excellent use of vocabulary and bala"ﬁ G '
full marks as there could have ™ 2r. 2+ suier example and also the
overall use of techlr*'I = ) h_“ A nis fltted in to the style and impa

p.- 31

»opie (AS) Suggest that this response is top of Level
wis of the essay are in place but the analysis and evaluation
ents — they are not incorrect but don’t show a great depth
is made and the ways it can have an impact on the audience.

p. 30

Example 1 — missing evaluation.
Example 2 — missing detail.
Example 3 — missing a link to the question.
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