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Best Daze of Your Life is a full-length play charting one boy's progress thro
with the fantasy school lives of a fictional pre-war public school and a tel
high school. It is a great way of exploring stereotypes, characterisation an¢.

Best Daze... was written as a whole school play, hence its large cast of 34
doubling up the cast size can be reduced so that it could be performed q
size with everyone having a role.

In addition to the play, I have included advice and suggestions on stagingé
exploration of key themes and ideas in the play. ¥

This play was written out of a sense of frustration with all the distorted a
life that are out there, but we all laughed so much putting it on that we coi:
and that has got to be a good lesson. -

Performance Licence:

If you intend to perform one of these plays in front of a paying audience, you will need to order oré

Teacher’s Introduction

Single Performance Licence

This licence will grant you the rights to perform this play to a pay
your school for one performance only. 75% of this will go directly

Unlimited Annual
Performance Licence

This licence will grant you the rights to perform this play to a pay
your school for an unlimited number of performances for 12 mo
the date you purchased the licence. 75% of this will go directly t

Free updates

Register your email address to receive any future
updates* made to this resource or other Drama res
your school has purchased, and details of any prom

for your subject.

Go to zzed.co.uk/fresupdates

* resulting from minor specification changes, suggestions from tea

and peer reviews, or occasional errors reported by customer:
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Characters

Tom Smith (starts off eleven and ends up sixteen, but doesn't gain t
Mum (long-suffering)

Kate (Tom's younger sister — hard work)
Chris (Tom's friend)

New Year Seven Pupil 1

New Year Seven Pupil 2

New Year Seven Pupil 3

Potential Girlfriend

Girl One (an Experiment in Love)

Girl Two (another Experiment)

The Right Girl (hooray!)

St Barnaby's (An English Public School)

Thomas Fitzsimmons-Smythe (eternal public school boy)
William Bathington-Furlough

Simon Smouldering-Green L The
Rupert Grantly-Huge

Phillip Featherington-Troupe

Pierre Garcon-Garcon (a Foreigner) -

Hebdon Witherington-Squeers (a Prefect)
Mr. Black (a teacher - very strict)

New Boy | (Cyril Austin-Morris Minor)

New Boy Il (Jeremy Witherington-Cole Minor)

Thomasina Fitzsimmons-Smythe
Wilhelmina Bathington-Furlough
Simone Smouldering-Green
Ruperta Grantly-Huge

Phillipa Featherington-Troupe
Pierrot Garcon-Garcon .

Harmony High (an American Musical Soap Thing)

Tommy (eternal adolescent)

Bruce

Sugar / Candy (played by same person)
Spike

Bud / Bob (played by same person)
Miss Peach (a teacher - not very strict)
Honey

As you can see, there are 34 characters but with some swift costume ch
cross-dressing) you can easily play this with fourteen actors — seven mal
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(Bare stage. Enter THOMAS

THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: .................

(Exit THOMAS FITZSIMMONS-SMYTHE and TOMMY. Enter Tom's MUM, speacki k\‘

MUM: ...,

TOM: ...ccoervevcrvennenen

MUM: ....ccoveviireennenee

Rest Daze of Vour Lf

ACT ONE

g

e

FITZSIMMONS-SMYTHE (stage right), TOM SMITH &

b3y

School? Best days of your life. Absolutely top h(;a:
who'll go on to be his best friends, is given the
him up in pater's business, and gets to play plen:
and rugby. Absolutely first class. -

School? 'S alright | guess. Passes the time when
tan, singing close-harmony soft rock with my cr§:
babes.

School? Well, school is... It's... Well, | suppose yu
Well, it's where you've got to go until you're 5|x§_

So how was it then?

(Nose in book) How was what?

(Stops and considers her son in exasperation)
what, he says. | suppose it must be difficult to

exciting new experiences you're going through &
day, week in, week out. Makes me giddy just to§
keeps reading, oblivious to Mum's sarcasm. She§ 5‘
someone a little stupid) How.was.your first.day

(Looking up from book) Oh, that.
Yes, that.

Alright. (Goes back to book)
Alright?

Yeah.

Did you do anything?

(Thinks for a minute) Not really.

‘Not really’. Between half past eight and quarteafs::é
there and did nothing? Really?
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TOM: ...ccovviriineinens Yeah.

MUM: ... Well thank heavens for new academies, that's a T
future is safe when you can be sure that your ck T
really’ for six and three quarter hours a day. My: \\“\

) ; N .
that peace of mind when | was at school. \\\\ \\\

Wy
TOM: .., We did move around a bit. ‘*\\\\
S
MUM: ....coeeiirirenenens Well that must have broken the day up for yo %‘\g\g
S

TOM: ..ccovrerreireeneans Yeah, from one room to another. Oh, and we gc! § \§

fill in N8

. N

&%&\\\%

MUM: .ooorerrrecenenens Good. | expect they're explanations from the He W

iy,

\\@

dad and me are paying huge taxes for youto g
all day doing ‘nothing really’. (Pause) Well? (A

/Jf

see these letters before you've left school and N
can | look forward to reading them from the ¢ \\\“*%
-
old folks' home?
Sy
TOM: ., Oh yeah. Sorry. (Pulls huge sheaf of crumpled pc § \§
pocket and hands them over). 5 A \ ¥
%\\;\x\&\
N
MUM: ....ccciiirrenenens Thank you so much. (Leafs through papers) Hon \\\\\\\1@*\\
rules. Trip consent forms. Uniform list. By the tig \x\\\\
be through the dole queue and in the old folk \\\\%

all this when | was at school. Sure you're allowe; \\x\\

L
without a letter from me? \\\\
(MUM walks off reading the letters. TOM continues to read his book. Enter Tom's y
down beside him and starts looking for a television magazine.)
KATE: ..ccieeieiieeenans So how was it?
TOM: ..o (Pause) What?
KATE: ..coereeiireeees Big school, stupid!
COPYRIGHT
TOM: ..ccireirreee, Oh, alright. (Pause) How was little school? PROTECTED
KATE: ..ccoveeiireenneee Alright.
TOM: ...ccorrreiiereeee D thing? »
0 anything ig
KATE: ..corvreeiirnnennnnns Not really. You? {}9
TOM: ..ccorrireneeee Nah. EdUCQt!Oﬂ
KATE: ..ccoveeeierenenannns (Shouting) Mum! Have you seen the telly guid
Best Daze of Your Life: An Original Play for KS3/KS4 Page 4 of 58




(Exit KATE. TOM keeps on reading for a while before looking up and addressing tf;

TOM: ., The thing is, you just can't explain what it's like —
actually there. They just don't understand. Yo s
you certainly can't tell mums. You have to be th \\‘\
the workings of the modern British high schoo - \Q\\ \\\
am there, and even | can't understand it. (Sighs, \\&
up book) Ripping Fun at Saint Barnaby's. She sa; \\\\
me for school life now | was going up to the bi \\‘\
Granny's going gaga. Actually, | quite like it. It' ._ §‘\§\§
when people aren't firing questions at you all th %\\\m\

: &N

(Lights dim on Tom. Lights come up stage right on ST BARNABY'S. Enter THOM, \§ \\“i
dragging a trunk and looking around him). m\§
S

THOMAS @\\\\

FITZSIMMONS- \\\@

SMYTHE: .................. Gosh. (Puts down trunk.) And crumbs! St Barna% =
Gentlemen. I've finally made it. Smell that air. G \\\“*“
toasting crumpets. | just know I'm going to Ioveé sy
most of every thrilling moment and jolly escapa; \\\“\\\\\

: § 1
(Enter HEBDON WITHERINGTON-SQUEERS,). \§ “\§
\g\\x‘\&\

HEBDON § *\\

WITHERINGTON- \\\\\\

SQUEERS.: ................. You there! Are you a squiggy? \\\%

\\\

THOMAS \\\\\

FITZSIMMONS-

SMYTHE: ................. | beg your pardon?

HEBDON

WITHERINGTON-

SQUEERS: ................. | said are you a squiggy? That's what we call ney
Barnaby's. '

THOMAS

FITZSIMMONS- COPYRIGHT

SMYTHE: ..oovoeeen.. Oh | say how frightfully funny. Yes, in that case,. PROTECTED

HEBDON

WITHERINGTON-

SQUEERS: ................. Well in that case you'd better hoik your trunk th »
and then hop off to the infirmary. Matron's deb: §::3
she's not a lady who likes to be kept waiting. 0‘9

THOMAS Education

FITZSIMMONS-

SMYTHE: .................. Right away sir.
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HEBDON
WITHERINGTON-

SQUEERS: ................. You don't call me sir, squiggy, you call me by my ——
Squeers. -
‘\\\
THOMAS K‘Q\\ Q\\\\
FITZSIMMONS- W e
SMYTHE: ......ccceernuee Yes Witherington-Squeers. \\\\
HEBDON %?‘\Qx\g
WITHERINGTON- N
SQUEERS: ................. Good lad. And your name is...? E\\\ §
THOMAS \W%%
FITZSIMMONS- \\b\&\l\\i\\\i\&&\
R
SMYTHE: ................. Thomas Fitzsimmons-Smythe. @\
\\\
HEBDON \
WITHERINGTON- \\\‘**
SQUEERS: ................. | like the cut of your trousers young Fitzsimmons

got what it takes to be a St Barnabian. Shouldn's
come top of your class in Latin and make capt

//;///’/,7/
%

record time.
THOMAS “ \\&,\\@
FITZSIMMONS- Sy
SMYTHE: .................. Golly. Thank you Witherington-Squeers. \‘&\‘\%

e

HEBDON =
WITHERINGTON-
SQUEERS: ................. Keep it up and | might let you fag for me.
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: ................ Gosh. (To audience) And crumbs.

(Exit HEBDON WITHERING TON-SQUEERS)
THOMAS COPYRIGHT

FITZSIMMONS- PROTECTED
SMYTHE: ................. Better heave to. Hello, who's this? -

(Enter WILLIAM BATHINGTON-FURLOUGH, also lugging trunk.)

THOMAS 19
FITZSIMMONS- (}9
SMYTHE: ................. Hello there. Are you a squiggy? - EdUCQtiOﬂ
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WILLIAM

BATHINGTON-
FURLOUGH: ............. Certainly am. Name's William Bathington- Furlom S
s |
THOMAS ) \\*\\
S
FITZSIMMONS- & \\\\
SMYTHE: ................. Put it there. You know, | shouldn't be surprise \ &
chums, probably best friends, sharing all kinds ¢! \\\\
‘pulling through’ and ‘putting up’, eventually be: - W
First Deputy. §\§\§
- Py
WILLIAM § \“»\\\~
BATHINGTON- N
FURLOUGH: .............. Crumbs. (To audience) And gosh! S
= S
= \\\\
THOMAS & \
FITZSIMMONS- \\\\a\\\?‘
SMYTHE: .................. Me as Head Boy of course. -
x\x\\\\?\
WILLIAM
BATHINGTON- Sy
FURLOUGH: ............. Oh, of course. § \

(Enter SIMON SMOULDERING-GREEN) § \
SIMON TR
SMOULDERING- @
GREEN: ........ccoovvnnee Hello there. Simon Smouldering-Green looking i S =~

i

(Enter RUPERT GRANTLY-HUGE)

RUPERT

GRANTLY-HUGE: ...... Me too chaps. Name's Huge. Grantly-Huge. Rupg

(ENTER PHILLIP FEATHERINGTON-TROUPE)

PHILLIP

FEATHERINGTON-

TROUPE: ................... Room for one more up top? COPYRIGHT
‘ PROTECTED

THOMAS

FITZSIMMONS-

SMYTHE: .................. Certainly have.

THOMAS + ig

WILLIAM + =

3

Education

SIMON + RUPERT: ... Squiggy! Squiggy! Squiggy!
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PHILLIP
FEATHERINGTON-
TROUPE: ................... (Laughing) Guilty as charged. Phillip Featheringt ——
-
SIMON \\‘\
N .
SMOULDERING- _ \Q\\ \\\
GREEN: ........cccveenne Well, will you look at us? We've got quite a little \\\N
RUPERT \\\
GRANTLY-HUGE: ...... I'd say we're going to be getting up to all sorts ¢ %‘\g\g
wouldn't you? S
y §\\ \\\
R
ALL: oo Rather! % \‘\g
S
WILLIAM ‘\\‘\*\\:};}}*\*\\
BATHINGTON- | @*“\
FURLOUGH: ............. You know, we really ought to think about givingg \\\\\i\\
RS
SIMON \x\\\\\\%
SMOULDERING-
GREEN: ..................... We've already got names. SNy
WILLIAM AR
Q\\Q&\
BATHINGTON- : §
FURLOUGH: ............. No, you ass. (Good-natured braying laughs) | mé \\\\\\1@*\\
NI
RUPERT \\\\%
GRANTLY-HUGE: ...... Oh ripping idea! What do you think? \\\\\{\\
Ny
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS- _
SMYTHE: .................. Well, I think, but | don't want you chaps to think
anything, taking the initiative before you've hac
democratically elect me as your leader...
(Denials all round)
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS- COPYRIGHT
SMYTHE: .....cconn...... Well, | was thinking, as there are five of us here§ PROTECTED
ourselves (Pause, takes breath) the Famous... &
(Enter PIERRE GARCON-GARCON)
PIERRE : 9
GARCON-GARGON: ..'Allo. 'Allo. | am zee, 'ow you say, squiggee and Qg
squiggees. Education
ALL: ... Oh a foreigner! Ripping! (Braying laughter)
Best Daze of Your Life: An Original Play for KS3/KS4 Page 8 of 58




THOMAS

FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: .................. Come and join us my frog friend. We're all squig —
if we're not all true-blue Brits who believe in ho; B
. 2 \&,
beef on Sundays. Right chums? \\\\\\
N
PIERRE \\ \
GARCON-GARCON: .. Zut alors et magnifique. ’Allo my British chum “\\\\
S
THOMAS §\§\§
FITZSIMMONS- . %\\\\\%\\
SMYTHE: .................. Well come on chaps. Time to go and put ourse \\ §x
Forward... the Splendid Six! N %
g\\&&\%
ALL: ..o Forward the Splendid Six. Hurrah! \\\\\\\\\\

iy,

\\@

/Jf

SONG: ST BARNABY'S (A classic old school soné;

StB by' \\\“*‘\\\\
arna y's S
St Barnaby's
We pledge to thee our school Ay
St Barnaby's \\
St Barnaby's §
You're teaching's brightest jewel \\\\\\1@*\\
I
We love the quad, adore refec' \\\\%
We worship every ivied wall \\\\\x\\
Where'er we go, whate'er we see \\\\
You'll always hear us call
St Barnaby's
St Barnaby's
We pay for education
St Barnaby's
St Barnaby's
We leave then run the nation
COPYRIGHT
The Head's a top, the teachers bricks PROTECTED

And Matron is just cracking
The chaplains preach, the masters teach
And prefects do the whacking

ig

St Barnaby's
St Barnaby's
Oh England's greatest school

3

Education

St Barnaby's
St Barnaby's
We learn and then we rule
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(Exit Splendid Six. Light fades on St Barnaby's. Light comes up on TOM).

TOM: ..ccoreeirieineee,

(TOM goes back to reading book. Enter MUM setting table for tea.)

MUM: ...,
TOM: ..ccoreirreine,
MUM: ....ccoveviireennenee
TOM: ..ccoreeirieineee,

MUM: ..o,

(Enter KATE)

KATE: .ccoireniirnnninees

| know, | know, not much like my first day. Probi
either. But | like it. Just as well really. There ar
twenty-five books in the ‘St Barnaby's’ series,
know she's going to leave me one every time
should have the lot by the end of the year. It's f;
reckoning all the main characters in the books
hundred years old by the time they get to the |a
once and they're not. They're all still having ri
two World Wars too. Hope | have that much f

So, did you make any new friends at school tod:
(Sighs) Not really.
(Stops what she's doing) What, none at all?

Well there was Chris.

What, Chris with the red hair, squint and polyecg
That Chris?

Yes.
But you already knew him. You've known him

Suppose so.

Oh well, in that case | suppose there's always al;
moved up from junior school with you, Gary ang
and what's his name, the other one, the one wit
elastic and the, you know (makes vague gesture

Barry.

Barry, that's the one. All the old gang, eh? (She
(Looking up from book) Of course | never reall
at junior school, so | don't suppose I'm suddenly

mates with the lot of them now. But like | said, ;
of thing to mums.

Or kid sisters.

Still reading?
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TOM: ..ccovrireneeee No, I'm building a rocket launcher so | can go oé:
neighbourhood off the face of the Earth.
- SR
KATE: ..coovveniirinenanans (Sitting down and reaching for remote control) & T
. . . o) %\
mind if | put the telly on will you- \\\\\\
\Q\\ \\\
TOM: .eveeerereeens What's on? \\&
\\\\\
KATE: ..ccoveeiireenneee What's on? Honestly, you are so ignorant. OnIy{ \\\
ultra-loved television programme in the history: §\\§\§
SN
TOM: cooeeenrereseenne. h. -
§
TOM + KATE: .......... Harmony High. \W\S
- S
KATE: ...ccoeevvvenenennnee (Reads from telly guide) ‘A new season starts at: @\\\\

/Jf

Charlene and Dane have sorted out their love

\\@

Wayne have discovered their real feelings for N
and Blane find true bliss in the malt shop? An \\\\@%
against all expectations at the annual Singathoréi
money needed to restore the children’s wing of; @“\\\
tragically and unexpectedly blown up at the enc § %
million youngsters wait with bated breath to fin N\ #
. ., - Q\\Q&\
and other questions. See page five. §
TOM: ..o What's on page five? \\\\\\
KATE: ...ccoeevvvenenennnee (Big sigh) Kane Buddy. \\\\\{\\
Ny
TOM: ..ooeeeerreeenen, Kane Buddy? But didn't he used to be in Junior ;
KATE: ..corrveeirinenenens That stupid thing? He left it ages ago.
TOM: ., You used to really like Junior Joy Club.
KATE: ..cccerenirrennee, That was when | was a kid.
TOM: ....ccoeeeeeereeeee. (To audience) That was six months ago. (To Katé«
remember Kane Buddy from that, won't they? k COPYRIGHT
thumb in Harmony High. PROTECTED
KATE: .covvieereeeneniiinnns Ooh | hope so. (She turns on the TV.)
TOM: .......cccceeeeeeee (To audience) She's nine.

ig

(Lights dim on TOM and KATE. Lights come up stage left on Harmony High. The
Jjeans and unrealistically tight T-shirt, carrying a guitar — which he never, ever pla

3

Education
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TOMMY: .....cccoveeeeeee Shoot! Sun's out, I've got a song in my heart ang¢
I've got to go for my first day at high school. Do

And me with all my emotional problems and tr¢ ——

too. Still, perhaps if I'm lucky there'll be a few T
good-looking adolescents here as well and we c \\\\\\“\
from one episode to another, | mean from one \ \\\\ \\\
from emotional crisis to emotional crisis like nox: \x
getting in a load of cool song-and-dance numbeég ‘*\\\\
unless | miss my guess... (Enter BRUCE) Whassuj: - W
You new here too? §\§\§
SR
SN
BRUCE: .....cccevvverenens Sure am. The name's Bruce, all-American boy n¢ § §
be adopted and is carrying a pretty big chip on } N E
But | don't like to talk about it much, although I M
and-dance number about it all. - \&NN};‘?‘“
TOMMY: ......cccuvueneee Bad luck man. Sounds a heartbreaking deal. \\@\\“\
BRUCE: ......c.cceeuuunnee. Sure is. And that's not the half of it. You see I've

\\\\\

before too long I'm gonna find out that the wor;
of my teachers and who was taking a more- -that

i

\
&
academic progress is, in fact, my real mom. \§ §
\\
TOMMY: ...covvvvrnne Jeez. §‘ \
BRUCE: .....cccoevvmemennns And she's a geography teacher! \x\\\\
TOMMY: .....cceunenee. And shoot! \\\\s\\\
BRUCE: .....cccoovrmenennns So you know I'm gonna need some real friends ?

to work out all the anger and aggression that's t
surface as a result, often through the medium ¢
mention the drop in geography grades.

TOMMY. ................. We'll be here for you Bruce, you know that, all $§

BRUCE: ......ccceeveeeeeene Thanks man.

TOMMY: ..........cceee. A few weeks with the cute, feisty kids that are s COPYRIGHT
that troubled, bitter young guy you are now wiIs PROTECTED

clean-cut young man television-viewing mums &
daughters to marry. u

BRUCE: .......cccveunreens | sure hope so Tommy. ‘9

(Enter SUGAR and SPIKE) 0g
. Education
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SPIKE: .eeeeerecneeenennne Hey hunks. Name's Spike. Real name's Mary-Be}
like that 'cause I'm your basic American tomb

car or, surprisingly, behind a keyboard than beh SN

sewing machine, though needless to say unde T
gooey female and, in probably less than a seasc \\\\\\“\
of the right guy. (To Bruce) You're cute. : & \\\
Wy
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. This is Bruce. He's got problems. ‘*\\\\
S
SPIKE: .....cccevereennnnne. Haven't we all? §\\§\§
SN
TOMMY: ....ocvereeee. ike eh? P . &
0] Spike e retty neat name \§ §
§
BRUCE: ......c.cceeuuunnee. Short, punchy, and easy to remember. (Faces at W
love it. \%\\\m
SPIKE: ...ceveeeneerennenns Yeah, got it because I'm best friends with Sugar: \\\@
it? :
. . \\\\
TOMMY: .........c....... And Sugar's real name is...?
Sy
SPIKE: ...ccovvererennnnnnnn Sugar. She really is a soft, gooey female ready t¢ § \§
right guy. That's why we're such great glrlfrlend_g \\
untrained eye or first-time viewer we look so ve~ §
dance. - \\\@\\
SO\
(SUGAR simpers. Enter BUD) \\\%
\\\\*\\
TOMMY: ................. Yo! Looks like another new guy over there. \\\\
BUD: ...cccoveuriireeninneee Flip you wise guy!
(There is a brief puzzled pause as everyone reacts to the odd expression, Flip yocé
BRUCE: ......c.cceeuuunnee. Hey that's a bit of an attitude you've got there

SPIKE: ....covvveenninrnnens Tough and rough. We could be good friends unt
deeper feelings running underneath the brothes

with each other, almost certainly expressing t COPYRIGHT
series of split-screen duets. PROTECTED
(110 0 - Flip off the lot of you!
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. Guys, | think we've got a friend with a problem §§ *9
[ 110] 0 - Okay, | admit it. The name’s Bud and I've got a p= Qg

keep me mean and nasty, and is not totally unce:
and ultimately fatal illness. But underneath it

Education
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TOMMY, BRUCE,

SUGAR, SPIKE: ......... ... you're really the sort of guy mums and dads \
to marry. i S
s
. . . *&.

BUD: ..cccovremiereennes Something like that, yeah. \\\\\
: & \\\

TOMMY: ..ccoviineinens Well, | don't know about you guys, but | reckon \x
enough good looks, emotional problems and s “\\\\
us well through the first year here. \\\S\\}\\\
SONG: HARMONY HIGH (Sugary pop) \\\\\\&\\
Got a problem? R X
Need a friend? W

.

&‘\

Down on your luck?
In life's deep end?

g,
/Jf

Come to Harmony... \
. \\\%
Harmony High \\\\\\;\
Got an illness? =
SN
Lost a limb? § \§
House burnt down? N ¥
. \\;\Q&\
Feel all done in? §
Come to Harmony... \x\\\\

S

\\\\

\\\\\\\

Harmony High

There's no hassle
There's no worries
Life is cool

And no one hurries

Down at Harmony...
Harmony High

Hunky guys

And sexy girls

Sun tans, muscles, COPYRIGHT
Teeth and curls PROTECTED

Down at Harmony...
Harmony High

ig

Harmony...
Harmony High 0‘9
(Harmony High singers freeze in tableau of gleaming white teeth and jazz hands. EdUCQt!Oﬂ

and come up on TOM and KATE.)
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KATE: .coevererrerecnennrare Isn't he wonderful?

TOM: ..coviiiiie Who? -
-
KATE: ...ccervreerrinnnneee Kane Buddy of course. Oh | love Harmony High.: \\\\\\“\
what the real world is all about. Not like your si &
&
L)Y, Oh yeah. Right. So, do you fancy slapping on the ‘*\\\\
teeth and knocking out a cover version of one o \\\
ballads with me, or shall we ring up all our frieng §\\§\§
recrfeatg the \{ideo for Queen’s ‘Bohemian Rhap \%\\\%\\
Justin Bieber just, you know, as a spur-of-the-m;e‘:g \§ §
KATE: ..coereeiireeees Okay, so Harmony High takes place in another ci \W\%
TOM: ., On another planet if you ask me. §\
KATE: ...covvvverenenenennns But that's just... the outside of it. What it's really \
problems that ordinary, everyday teenagers ha\.é,.; \\\\\

TOM: ..ccovrerreireeneans Kate, | have never once discovered that any of r;
of my parents, thank heavens, and as far as | kni
my friends is suffering from any kind of Iingeriné
Graham Smith and his mum says he'll be fine as
dark room and doesn't move around much. Rea
television. School definitely isn't like television.:

“‘\\
\\\@

\x\\\

\\\\\\\

v

P

i

,%,

S

f?f/

KATE: ..coereeiireeees Yes it is. Your problem is you just don't keep yoaf
of that kind of thing happening at your school, &
Monica Cartwright's brother goes there and h
So there. (Goes off in a snit)

TOM: ......cceceueveeueenen (Calling after her) | go there, and the worst prok;
explain to my form tutor that Mum keeps puttirE
book in the wash every week. You don't see tha
on Harmony High.

(Gets up and addresses audience) | don't know t
right. Can ten million viewers be wrong? Eithe
something or someone's (gesturing to televisior;
something horribly wrong. They never seem to
gritty, you know what | mean? In Harmony Higfis
up of a one-minute lesson, usually interrupted h
a bit longer, then hours of meaningful discussios:
halls and empty classrooms before they all burs
focus. In St Barnaby's the lessons never take m¢
the rest of the time is taken up with whizzo adv:
it’s like at all at my school. You know how it goe

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

ig

3

Education

(Mime sequence punctuated by comments from TOM)
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R R

TOM: ..coveeireereeneens Get up, get washed, get dressed, get breakfast, “
(Enter CHRIS who joins in the mime) Hi Chris.

S

CHRIS: ..................... Hi Tom. . \\
\&-
TOM: .. Get to school. Register. Here. \\% \\\
W e

CHRIS: ..., Here. \\\\
. =

TOM: ....cciiiiae Lesson One, History. (TOM and CHRIS scribble a*ﬁ §\\§\§
Two, Maths. (TOM and CHRIS pull out calculato: \\\\%\\

scribble) Break. (TOM and CHRIS stand up, leap ; §\ .

down again) Lesson Three, Art. (Much sketchingf N E

hands) Lesson Four, Geography. (TOM and CHR: Ry

\%\m

\\@

Lunchtime. (TOM and CHRIS stand up, scoff, lea;
stomachs in reaction) Lesson Five, English. (Mu¢
'inspiration’ then furious scribbling) Go home.

g,
/Jf

Simple really. Not a social problem in sight. N
\&k
CHRIS: .cceerriirrreninnens You forgot something.
Sy
TOM: ceovereeereerreaene What? § \
SN
CHRIS: ....coveeereannee Assembly. § \
TOM: ...ccorvreeirrneens Oh yeah. Assembly. (TOM and CHRIS cross.therrft \\\\\\\ﬁ
brief prayer. Exit CHRIS.) One lesson, 60 minut \\\*‘

\\\\

\\\\\\\

five days a week, 40 weeks a year. That's scho

VOICE OF HISTORY
TEACHER: ................ And for your History homework tonight | want y
importance, the causes of the English Civil War.;

TOM: ....oeereereeneens (Taking out mangled-looking homework diary as
Yes sir.

SRR

VOICE OF SCIENCE
TEACHER: ................ For Science homework | want you to draw a pic:
housefly and label clearly all the main features. :

COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED
TOM: ...cceerreeeeee Yes Miss.

VOICE OF
MATHS TEACHER: .... Do all the differential equations on pages 5, 6, 7

ig

TOM: ..erieirnenee Yes sir.

3

Fducation
VOICE OF MATHS

TEACHER: ................ And the ones on pages 9 and 10 as well.
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TOM: errcrircrereeeene Yes sir.

VOICE OF MATHS S

TEACHER: ......cccuu.... (Pause) And 11. B

\‘»\\

, S -
TOM: .oirriiins Yes sir. & %\\
\\\\ “\
(The VOICES come with increasing speed) ‘\\\\
S
N
. t t is &

pprends tous Ies mots que nNous avons appris \%\\\%\\\\\\

TOM: ..o Mais oui Madame. ’
N
W

VOICE OF MUSIC .

TEACHER: ................ Find out the names and dates of Sir Edward El \%“@\\
music. \\Q\:
RS
VOICE OF \@%
GEOGRAPHY —
TEACHER: ................ An essay about the principal wine-growing reg iy
VOICE OF PSHE \\\Q‘*‘
TEACHER: ................ List the main causes of teenage delinquency. §
N
\\\\;\\%‘
VOICE OF RE R
TEACHER: ................ Learn the Ten Commandments. \\\&\%
\\\\“
VOICE OF CDT =
TEACHER: ................ Make a scale model of the Houses of Parliamen:
(Pause. TOM, scribbling away, finally stops, looks up breathing hard)
VOICE OF ENGLISH
TEACHER: ................ And when you've done all your homework tonig
to sit down and write me a little poem. ‘Why | :
TOM: ....ccccevvveueeennnen (Throwing diary in the air) Aaarrgghh. (Calmin
up his ‘St Barnaby's’ book) Sometimes | wish... COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

(Lights go down on TOM and come up on St Barnaby's. A lesson is taking place
TEACHER. Readings and translations, though almost all incorrect, are delivered

WILLIAM

BATHINGTON-

FURLOUGH: ............. ‘dum Cornelia et Flavia, puellae Romanae, in a .
Sextus, pueri Romani, in horto clamant et riduns

ig

3

Education
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TEACHER: ................. ‘Rident’, Mr Bathington-Furlough, ‘rident’. (Hi
of the head. All punishments are administered

of school life, which, of course, they are.) You ——

the English language with your inarticulate grun S
treat the language of the ancient Romans W|th f \\\\\\“\
for. Mr Smouldering-Green, you will translate \\\\ \\\
Wy
SIMON \\\\
SMOULDERING- \\‘\
GREEN: ........coer ‘While Roman girls Cornelia and Flavia are runng §\\§\§
boys Marcus and Sextus are shouting and ridi \\y&\
; ‘ P ‘ .- \ @
TEACHER: ................. (Grasps and twists ear) ‘Laughing’, boy, ‘shoutir %
heart-warming sound of children at play. Marcu SRy
frolicking, much as you undoubtedly were wh \\“\i‘\\;‘\\i‘\\\
doing your prep. Mr Grantly-Huge. @\ \
RUPERT \
GRANTLY-HUGE: ...... ‘Neque pueri Romani neque puellae Romanae it \\\\@%
in villis saepe laborant.’
Sy
TEACHER: ................. (Hits boy with book) Your rendition, Mr Grantl § \§
send Ancient Romans spinning in their graves X\\&\\\%
Mr Featherington-Troupe you will attempt to §
heard, travesty of pronunciation though it wa \\\\\\1@*\\
SO\
PHILLIP \\\\%
FEATHERINGTON- \\\\\x\
TROUPE: ................... ‘Neither Roman boys nor Roman girls work in \\\\
work in villages.”
TEACHER: ................. (Hits him with book) ‘Houses’, idiot boy, ‘house
Smythe, perhaps you could bring today's debac
out the last sentence.
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS- :
SMYTHE: ................. Sir. ‘Servus gemit quod defessus est, sed puellag
sunt.” (Other boys can't help showing a certain j; COPYRIGHT
help showing a certain complacency.) : PROTECTED
TEACHER: ................ Thank you Mr Fitzsimmons-Smythe. Hearing r

yourself persuades one that perhaps not absolu:
efforts have been in vain. Mr Gargon-Gargon, y¢

ig

PIERRE 0‘9
GARCON-GARCON: .. Sir. ‘Ze slave 'e, 'ow you say, 'e groan and moangE EdUCQtiOﬂ
tired, but ze girls, ah les filles, zey do not groan,::
gue, because zey are so verai 'appy.’
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TEACHER: ................ (Hits him) Completely wrong Mr Gar¢on-Gargor:
foreigner.
A
(Bell goes) SRR
N\\\
TEACHER: ................ Ah, it appears our period of instruction is at a 13\:\\\\\
you in such depths of educational darkness, b \\\\ &
with the waste of time’. Source of quotation? \\\\
=
.
WILLIAM %\\\;\g
FURLOUGH: .. (Confidntly) Hamlet, '
Do ) S
(Confidently) Hamlet, sir 1\\\ §
§
TEACHER: ......cecuu... (Hits him) Twelfth Night. Act three, scene one. |. S
with the demons of ignorance that have posses: W
tomorrow. Good day gentlemen. @x\
dd \\Q\
ALL: ..cenieieiiiniennee Good day sir.
(TEACHER sweeps out) \\‘\\X\
R
SIMON § \»§
SMOULDERING- \\\ &
GREEN: ........ccceurauee Gosh, | wish all the masters were as soft as Mr E §\\
RUPERT : TN
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... Good lord no. Place would go to rack and ruin |f @
corporal punishment never hurt anyone. - =
R \\\\
(Everyone who has just been punished winces and fingers the afflicted area.)
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: .......cccccueeene Anyway chaps, that's work done. Rest of the da:
activities what?
ALL: ..coreiiiieireaene, Hurrah!
THOMAS COPYRIGHT
FITZSIMMONS- PROTECTED
SMYTHE: ................. So what's it to be then? Crickers on the top fiel¢
WILLIAM
BATHINGTON- i
FURLOUGH: ............. Rugger on the bottom field? 9
Q
SIMON Ed ?.
SMOULDERING- veation
GREEN: ....cceeevnenenene A couple of lengths of the river in the jolly old re:
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RUPERT
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... Hare and Hounds through the village with a cre::
thrown in halfway at the tea shop? ——
PIERRE P “\\
\
L
GARCON-GARCON: ..Leapfrog? \Q\\ \\\
Wy
THOMAS \\\\
FITZSIMMONS- \\\
SMYTHE: ................. Or how about all of them with a topping midnig: §\\§\§
good measure at the end of the day? S
R
ALL: ....coenrrrereannnnee, Hurrah! A i
S
THOMAS \\‘\*\\1};\3\\\\
R
FITZSIMMONS- & \
SMYTHE: ................. Last one down to the playing fields is a rotten et@ \\\@
\&k
PIERRE ' \X\\\Q\
GARCON-GARCON: ..Un mauvais oeuf!
Sy
Y Geronimo! § \§
. L S
(Lights fade on St Barnaby's and come up on TOM. He is doing his homework. Ent: § \
5 \\\\\‘@‘\\
KATE: ..coereeiireeees Finished your homework yet? \\\\\\
TOM: ...ccorrreeirrnenens (Snapping) No! - =
R \\\\
KATE: ..corrveeirinenenens Touchy! Touchy! (Uses remote control to switch
put the telly on? :
(TOM puts head in hands in despair. He wants to do his work, but can't help beings?az;
The lights come up on Harmony High. TOMMY, BRUCE, BUD, SUGAR and SPIKE:
TEACHER: ................ ‘I wandered lonely as a cloud That floats on higfg:
TOMMY: ....cccoveeneens Excuse me?
COPYRIGHT
TEACHER: ...cvevveeee Yes Tommy PROTECTED
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. (Looking up and about him as if searching for so
have any background music?
TEACHER: ................ No Tommy. No, I'm afraid there isn't any backgt 9
once | saw a crowd, A host of golden daffodils.’; (}9
BRUCE: ..........cccuunuee. But it’s a song right? | mean (looking momentaré EdUCQt!Oﬂ
it? (The rest of the kids suddenly look interested:
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TEACHER: ....cccenvenuene No Bruce. It's a poem, not a song. Its only mus
lose their moment of interest.) :

T
BRUCE: .....cccevvveeeeens Shoot!

s
\Q'%\
B
TEACHER: .....cccecuuueee ‘Beside the lake, beneath the trees, Fluttering \\\\ \\\
Wy
SPIKE: ...ccovvererennnnnnnn Hey Bud, how's the illness going? ‘*\\\\
| S
TEACHER: ................ (Teacher continues to read as the class holds its§ %‘\g\g
‘Continuous as the stars that shine And twinkle ; \\\\%\\
*“%“: .
[ 110] 0 - Well, there's good news and bad news. Good n¢ %
they've got a chance of curing me. M
S
N
SPIKE: cvvereveeerenenrene Yes! @\\\
TEACHER: ................ ‘They stretched in never-ending line Along the \
\&k
BUD: ...covvirenvnninnens Bad news is it means a transplant operation.
Sy
SPIKE: .oeeereeeceennnen. Crud! § \
L . . S \\\\\\&\\
TEACHER: ................ Ten thousand saw | at a glance, Tossing their hé: \\%?
. \\\\1\\\
BUD: ...coovreeirrrenennns Good news is, after a round-the-world search thsf \x\\\\\
surgeon who's agreed to do the operation. - \\\Q‘\\
\\\\*\\
BRUCE: .......cccveunreens Way to go! \\\\
TEACHER: ................ ‘The waves beside them danced but they Out-
glee..”
BUD: ..cccovremiereennes Bad news is | need someone with this specific bi

to donate the necessary organ. (Passes aroun
written on it)

TOMMY: .coeeeeercenns Ah heck! COPYRIGHT

TEACHER: ................ (Becoming just a little desperate as she struggleé PROTECTED
attention) ‘A poet could not be but gay, In suchi

SUGAR: ....cceeerverneee Did you say this blood group? (Holding up card)§
| i
BUD: ..cccovremiereennes Yeah. Why? 9
Qg
TEACHER: .......ce.u..... ‘| gazed — and gazed — but little thought What w Education
brought...’ :
SUGAR: ....cceeevvreneee But I've got this blood, and this organ. Two of
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(The bell goes. ALL get up and leave, moving round and in front of the teacher pa y 5
calls out to them as they leave.)

S

TEACHER: ................ Thank you for paying such close attention. We S
poem but maybe next lesson we will. As | said \\“*\
William Wordsworth, one of the English Lakesic
he, er, lived by thebS|de Zf?fla;k;e. I;or nex)t Iﬁssokg \\&
your own poems about daffodils. (Pause) Thank \\\\
S
. ; ..
SPIKE: ..cceeerererenenanes What did she say the homework was? ;§\;\\:\§
RN
BRUCE: ......c.cceeuuunnee. We've got to bring her some daffodils. \“E\‘: \\\
N
SPIKE: ..coevererernueranens Let her get her own flowers. §W\\§
S
SUGAR: ....cceeevvreneee But isn't this wonderful news about Bud and me Q\\\\\\
thought it? \\\\\\i\\
: . ;\\
(1] o L Docs said the odds were several million to one & \\\‘*‘
3 \\\\\\
BRUCE: ......c.cceeuuunnee. No need to worry about that now, you're savedé \\\\\%\\\\
8 B
Lo
SPIKE: .....cccevereennnnne. As long as nothing awful happens. \ &
\“?“\\\&\
TOMMY: ...ccceveeneeens You mean like the world-famous surgeon havm:;\ \\@\\
accident on his way here? \\\\\\
BRUCE: .....ccccovvmenennns Or Sugar's dad's car spinning hopelessly out o =
N
a desperate bid to avoid a collision with a mothy \\\\
triplets?
SPIKE: ...ccovvererennnnnnnn Or unforeseen complications setting in during t
Sugar resulting in the tragic loss of both their ya.
SUGAR: ....cccoeremunnnnnn But I'm under contract to the studio!
TOMMY: .....cccoveeeeee Hey come on guys, chill out! A slo-mo song-andéf‘

all our problems go away, at least for two minut
(Strikes dance pose and exits miming slo-mo d
follow, BUD and SUGAR looking markedly less
number’ than the others.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

(Exit KATE. Lights fade and come up on TOM centre stage)

ig

TOM: ...ccorvreeirrneens The closest | get to life-or-death operations is
you, the dentist did forget to inject me with fr
report) My first report from the high school. (
applied himself diligently and has worked stea
year. He needs to develop some of his ideas fur
expression to his thoughts and feelings.” (Puts
government won't let them write, ‘Could do bet

3

Education
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(Light up on THOMAS FITZSIMMONS-SMYTHE stage right)

THOMAS —
FITZSIMMONS- _ \
SMYTHE: ................. (Reading his report) ‘Thomas has played a steaQ" \\\\\\*\
term, putting his shoulder to the wheel and hi \\% \\\
Well played sir.” Should be good for a postal OFQ_ \\ &
pater what? \\\\
(Light up on TOMMY stage left) \%\\\Q
N
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. ‘Your son stroke daughter has passed through a § \§
lessons designed to better fit him stroke her f - W i
society he stroke she will encounter on leaving S
Don't know what it means (holds it out for the ¢ A
really neatly typed out so it must be good. \\-§\\\\\\\
(Lights go down on THOMAS and TOMMY) \
\\\\&k
TOM: ..ccorrireneeee Year 8 is just like Year 7 except you get anotheréé il
Oh anq you get to be not the youngest pupils |nQ \\\\\\\\
Hi Chris. § R
CHRIS: weoreverensrenen Hi Tom. @\
(Enter NEW YEAR 7 PUPIL 1) SN
\\
NEW YEAR 7 \\\\
e
PUPIL1: ....cccooennneeee Excuse me, I'm a new Year 7 pupil. Could you te}: \\\\\
please?
TOM + CHRIS: .ccvveens No.
(Exit NEW YEAR 7 PUPIL 1. Enter NEW YEAR 7 PUPIL 2)
NEW YEAR 7
PUPIL 2: ........cccuuueee. Excuse me. I'm a new pupil. Could you tell me w;
dining room please? -
COPYRIGHT
TOM + CHRIS: .......... No. PROTECTED
(Exit NEW YEAR 7 PUPIL 2. Enter NEW YEAR 7 PUPIL 3)
NEW YEAR 7 .
PUPIL3: ..cceveeeeenne (Obviously dying to get to the toilet) Excuse me. | g
Could you tell me where the... 0g
TOM + CHRIS: .......... No. Education
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NEW YEAR 7

PUPIL3: .....ccceeeueneee. But | really, really need the....
TOM + CHRIS: .......... No! S \
\w\
NEW YEAR 7 t\% \\\\
PUPIL3: ..cccerrneneee Oh dear. \ &
g
(Exit NEW YEAR 7 PUPIL 3 running) o
i =
.y
CHRIS: ..ccovireeirennnnns Not much cop are they these new kids? §m\
.
TOM: ... Not like when we were young eh? \ &i
CHRIS: weoeeeeereerreerens Nah! AR

“\‘\

\

O
\\\&\

THOMAS L

FITZSIMMONS-

- \§\\\\
SMYTHE: ................. So a new year dawns at bally old St Barnaby’s. \
\

P
»fz/

(Lights go down on TOM and CHRIS. Lights come up on St Barnaby's. Enter THOM
and WILLIAM BATHINGTON-FURLOUGH)

U

Ay,
4’@,

eh Bathers old chum?

/’,;f

O

7

&
WILLIAM “ E\\\@
BATHINGTON- sy
FURLOUGH: ............. ‘Aprés nous le deluge’, old pip. \\&\\%

(Enter NEW BOY | and NEW BOY 1) ) \\\\
NEW BOY I: ...cccevureee Excuse me, but we're new boys here.

THOMAS

FITZSIMMONS-

SMYTHE: ................. Squiggies.

NEW BOY II: ............ | beg your pardon?

BATHINGTON- PROTECTED

FURLOUGH: ............. New boys are called squiggies.

NEW BOY I: .....cceeuens Oh jolly good. Fancy us not knowing that.

THOMAS 9

FITZSIMMONS- ag

SMYTHE: ................. Not to worry young squiggy, you'll soon learn thj? .
Education

WILLIAM

BATHINGTON-

FURLOUGH.: ............. We did, didn't we old bean?
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THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: ................. Certainly did old top. ——
s
NEW BOY II: ............ Excuse me, but are you... are you Thomas Fitz \\\\\:\\&
of the first eleven? K\\\\ \\\
\\\\ &
THOMAS -
FITZSIMMONS- . N
SMYTHE: .....ccceeuuueen. Well, actually yes | am, but don't noise it arounc. §\§\§
i \\\\&\\
NEW BOY | + § g
NEW BOY II: ...covvenne. Gosh. R
&\\\\\\\\\\\%3
WILLIAM \\‘\*\\l};}i\*\*\\
R
BATHINGTON- & \
FURLOUGH: ............. And who are you young fellow-me-lads? Your fg \\\Q\‘
NEW BOY I: ............. Please sir, I'm the younger brother of Cyril Austi \\\\\\\\\\\
THOMAS S
SN
FITZSIMMONS- § \:\%
SMYTHE: ................. Oh, young Austin-Morris Minor. AR
%\\;\x\\\\
N
NEW BOY II: ............ And I'm the younger brother of Harold Dimply-¢ \\\\@3\‘
SO\
WILLIAM \\@
BATHINGTON- \\\\\%\
FURLOUGH: ............. Ah, Cole Minor. \\\
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: ................. Well jolly nice meeting you chaps. You should r¢
Matron has something interesting she wants to:
it'll be a quick get-together in the refec' for crur;
lights out. (NEW BOYS turn to go) Oh, and if y
you're missing Mummy, do it under the sheets ¢
rest of us.
COPYRIGHT
NEW BOYS: ............. Rather! Pip pip! (Exit NEW BOYS) PROTECTED
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: ................. Seem like a decent enough bunch. *9
WILLIAM Qg
BATHINGTON- :
FURLOUGH: ............. Yes. EdUCQt!Oﬂ
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THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-

SMYTHE: ................. Just as long as they can all play cricket, eh? ——

s \

3 \
WILLIAM \\\\\
BATHINGTON- \\\\ \\\
FURLOUGH: ............. | did hear young Cole Minor say something abot: \\ &

s
THOMAS L W
FITZSIMMONS- o
SMYTHE: ....cceerurennee Football! (Shudders) The types they let in these ¢ Sy,

our haitches and watching Coronation Street n §§ \\\

WILLIAM \W\}%
BATHINGTON- \\\Ni};\\\}*\*\\
FURLOUGH: ............. (Appalling cockney accent) Wot ho guvnor! §§\ \
FITZSIMMONS \
SMYTHE: ................. Cor blimey, strike a light!

(THOMAS FITZSIMMONS-SMYTHE and WILLIAM BATHINGTON-FURLOUGH

U

W/
@,

THOMAS & \
FITZSIMMONS- \\@\‘
SMYTHE: ....cccvvenneen. You know, | don't think we'd be at all out of plar SRy
school! \\§
-
WILLIAM R
BATHINGTON- .
FURLOUGH: ............. Gosh no. (Awful accent) Me old mate.
(THOMAS + WILLIAM exit roaring with laughter. Lights go down on St Barnaby's. L
Enter TOMMY and BRUCE)
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. Too bad about Bud.
BRUCE: .........cccuuuunee. Yeah. Too bad about Sugar.
COPYRIGHT
TOMMY. ................. Who could have guessed it? PROTECTED
BRUCE: ......c.cceeuuunnee. And after the operations were successful too.
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. Tornadoes! ;
| g
BRUCE: ....ccotvereennnans Can't live with 'em, can't live without 'em. (}9
TOMMY: ..ooorrrenennes Right. Education
BRUCE: ......c.cceeuuunnee. And the odds must have been a million to one. ‘%
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TOMMY: .....cccoveeeeeee The old place just won't seem the same without
minute. Who's this new guy?

S

(Enter BOB. He is identical to BUD. This is largely because he is played by the sar: S
: \\\&
(10 1 H Yo bros! The name is (emphasis) Bob. \i}\\\\
Wy
TOMMY: .......ccceueeee. Yo (same emphasis) Bob. My name's Tommy, th \\\\
know, you look strangely... familiar. \\‘\
.
[T 0] - Reallly? (Suddenly ){ells and doub{es up in pain, t \\\%\m\
straightens up again and says brightly) Sorry g : %\\\ §\
problem you see. Nothing | want to speak, sing W %
just yet. E W
S
BRUCE: .................... Mystery illness? @\\\\\\
BOB: ...ccoceireereeeeens Could well be. You know how it is. \
\%
(Enter SPIKE with CANDY. CANDY looks just like SUGAR. You can probably gues
R
SPIKE: ....covvveenninrnnens Hey guys, meet (emphasis) Candy. We've just § \\§
getting on like a house on fire on account of h \\\ ¥
Candy is, although she’s already sung me a song § \
new problems like you've never heard of before \\\\@
sy
CANDY: ..cciieieiniaes Hi y’all. \\§
—
SPIKE: ...ccovvererennnnnnnn And a cute new accent too! ) \\\\
TOMMY/BRUCE/
[T 0] - Diversity! Hey!
TOMMY: ...ccceveeneeens You know Bruce, | think this new year's going t&
the last.
BRUCE: .....ccceevvrerenens If not the same. (Double take as he realises he r:
thing. Shrugs it off.)
COPYRIGHT
(All exit laughing. Harmony High theme music. Lights go down on Harmony High PROTECTED
TOM: ., Before you know it, the year's over. (Brings ou
end-of-year report. ‘Tom has applied himself

steadily throughout his second year. He needs t
ideas further and give fuller expression to his
it's not exactly the same as last year. They've
top this year, see? (Sighs, folds it up and puts i
summer holidays. Long, lazy days of arguing w
Mum and Dad playing ‘We're All Going on a Sun
again, and then two weeks in a microscopic ca
super-Mare, searching for the sea.

ig

3
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(Lights up on THOMAS FITZSIMMONS-SMYTHE)

THOMAS —
FITZSIMMONS- _ . \
SMYTHE: ................. Summer hols. Hurrah. Mater and Pater are still & \\\\\“\
the chaps and | are off to Egypt. Should be joll \\% \\\
wonder if we don't get into the odd scrape wh \\&
international smuggling, spying, that sort of th \\\\
year. \\‘\
..
(Light up on TOMMY) Sy
. § .
TOMMY: .....cccoveeeeee Summer holidays. Three months down on the b: = X
talking about all our problems. (Pause) Just lik W
-
TOM: ...ccovrreeirrnenns Then, before you know it, back to school agai Q\\\\\\
THOMAS \\\\
FITZSIMMONS- \\\\\\\\\\*‘
SMYTHE: .eoevrvreennen. Hurrah! &
R
TOMMY: ...ccceveeneeens Ah shoot! § \
. : : \‘\&\
TOM: ...ccorvreeirrneens Year 9. Thirteen going on fourteen. Another hot \\%‘\
Mood swings. And... And... \\\\@\\
s
THOMAS AND \\@
TOMMY.:...ccoeiieeenans Girlfriends! \\\\\:ﬁ\
TOM: .....cceieieeeens Oh no!
(CURTAIN)
COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
ig
Qg
Education
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ACTTWO

(Lights up. Enter TOM and CHRIS) SN

-
CHRIS: ....coveeereannee Done your homework Tom? \\\\\\“\
TOM: ...ccorvreeirrneens Yeah. (Pause) What homework? \x
\\\\
CHRIS: ..cceveiirirennene (Takes out homework diary and reads from it.) \ \\\
about distillation of petroleum products for sc &%\\g\g
geometry problems for maths, write a letter in \\y&\
immediate hospitalisation for our grannies, and: §\ §x
spell the word ‘chrysanthemum’ for English. A -**X

TOM: ., Oh yeah. Done that. Mind you I'm not too sure ; R
" \%\\\\\\&\\\
CHRIS: ..cooeervereennnene And we had to write a poem. \\\\@‘
RS
2 (0] Y Again? \x\\\\\\%
CHRIS: ..ccovireeirennnnns 'Course. You've always got to write poems. Go \\%\\\\\
1 . 1 \‘\\E ‘\
short, they're quick and you don't have to wo \ %\
Throw in a few clever words and you can even g X\\\&\\\\\
: O
\\%}
TOM: ...ccovrreeirrnenns What's it got to be about? \\\\\\1@*\\
Sy
CHRIS: ..ccovireeirennnnns The modern world. \\\\%
\\\\*\\
TOM: ...ccorrreeirrnenens That's all right then. I'll use the one | gave Miss } \\\\
won't know.
CHRIS: ..ccovireeirennnnns Which one's that?
TOM: .ccorreirreeeree, ‘Litter’. (Clears throat)
‘On the ground,
The Mars bar wrapper.
Pick up that litter.’
CHRIS: ..ccevviirrrennnnens Is that it? 'S a bit short isn't it? Even for a poem: COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

TOM: ., It's meant to be short. It's a haiku. Japanese. Thi
but feeling and imagery has to be squeezed in
miniature work of art. (Pause) Knocked it off i
break. Miss Wright liked it.

ig

CHRIS: ....corerereeenn. Did she? What did you get for it? 09

Education
TOM: .oiirireircireniens Seven. ucat
CHRIS: ..ccovireeirennnnns Seven! You always get seven in English.
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TOM: ...ccovviriineinens | always get seven for everything, except for Ge:

CHRIS: ....cceiiirirenneee Which is marked out of twenty. —
S
. %\
TOM: ., So | get fourteen... \\\\\
\Q\\ \\\
CHRIS: ..oovevrereerenene e which divided by two... \\&
\\\\
TOM: ..coririreeen is seven. Be nice to get something different \\\\\}\\\
CHRIS: ..ccovireeirennnnns Something higher you mean? S
‘ $
L[0] Y R Yeah. AR
g\\&&\%
CHRIS: ..ccoerrrnenene Yeah well, now that's out of the way we can get \&m

iy,

matters. You know what | mean?

\\@

/Jf

TOM: ..o, Yeah. (Pause) No. S
\@%
, N
CHRIS: .cceerriirrreninnens Come on. You know. (Nudges him)
: : &
TOM: ., (Light dawns) Oh, you mean... \§ §
SN
(o] 1T Yes? § Y
TOM: ...coviiriveinnens Careers. \\\\\\
CHRIS: ..coeeiiiirrinneee No! - =~
R \\\\
TOM: ...ccoeiiriininens Careers are very important things, Chris. You r

about them now we're in Year 9.

CHRIS: ..ccevviirrrinnnnnens Time enough to think about careers when I'm
else left to live for. | want to live for the momer;

TOM: .ciciriiirircnrenians Do you?
CHRIS: .. | think so. That's the sort of thing they say on Hf’x
Did you see it last night? COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

TOM: ...coeiiiiiiinans | see it every night. My sister insists on putting i
homework. :

CHRIS: ..ccevriirrrennnnens So who do you think is dealing drugs to the kids.
smart money's on Shane 'cause he's only just '
name's not in next week's telly guide which prot
arrested and carted off by Friday evening. Of
bluff and turn out to be the Headmaster after a;

ig

3
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TOM: eeerirceenarene It could be the headmaster's cat for all | care. W
career choices now so we can choose what su

Years 10 and 11. -

| -

CHRIS: ..cccuireeeirennnnns Years 10 and 11? That's a lifetime away. That's a: \\\\\\“\
High, not counting the repeats. Give it a rest To: \\\\ \\\

W e

TOM: ., (Calling after him) You're not related to my sis ‘*\\\\
know what he means, but we've got to think a \\\
want to end up with a boring, dead-end job. N %‘\g\g
is. (Allows himself to dream a little) Actually, | \\y&\
like being a worker in the school canteen on H §\ §x
counter in the malt shop they all go to after sc N X
have fun, meet interesting people, be happy wit m\%

\%\m

\\@

(Shakes himself) Come on Tom, don't weaken.
the real world. Besides, in the ‘St Barnaby's’ b
sort of people who turn out to be spies or cro

g,
/Jf

Time to make a few important decisions. What ; W
the rest of your life? (Pause, then cries out in ari \\\&‘\\
(From offstage, a variety of teachers' voices that come faster and faster as they p @\\\\\
&N
VOICE 1: .......cccuuenee. Have you ever thought of accountancy Tom? Plg \\\\ ®
accountancy? ' @ \
-
\\\\@
VOICE 2: .....cccveeuuenee. A boy like you wants to take up with a practic gy
or the like. \\\\%
—
VOICE 3: ....cccevveunennen The services. Can't go wrong with the services, & \\\\
to give something back to your country.
VOICE 4: ........cccuuen.e. Dentistry has a lot to recommend it. Good pay m
called out in the middle of the night than a do
VOICE 5: ...ceeeerennnens Have you ever thought of the church my child
TOM: .o What!
(VOICES together, building to babble. Feel free to add more): Architecture, taxider COPYRIGHT
physiology, anthropology, medicine, zoology... teaching! PROTECTED

(Enter Mum, shaking tea cloth. Looks at Tom, then to audience. Sighs)

MUM: ....coeeiirrrenenens Ah to be that age again and have your whole lifs
Wonderful!

ig

3

(Light fades on TOM. Light comes up on THOMAS FITZSIMMONS-SMYTHE) Ed ti
UCQTIOnN
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THOMAS

FITZSIMMONS-

SMYTHE: ................. Career? Gosh. Hadn't really thought about tha ——
I'm going to be at jolly school forever. Still, | su T
the old alma mater, into the army, do my bit f \\“\
then off to the jolly old city. That's what the p \\\\ \\\
pater. Funny though. Can't imagine ever growir§§ \\ &

-3

(Light goes down THOMAS. Comes up on TOMMY, standing stage left with his gus:

\\%\\

g\\\\\\\\x\\\\\
AT

&‘\

(Lights go down on TOMMY. Lights come up on TOMand CHRIS.) \

O
\\Q&\

S

\

TOMMY: ..cereeveerrens Career! Give me a break! It's obvious, isn't it?
hands.) Looking good. Mixing all day and every &
people. And, okay, | know it doesn’t last forever;
do it right for as long as you can then that's all t:
that... well, | don’t know, yet. | guess somethmg_
does. Doesn't it?

77

o
7

%

A,
»?/7

CHRIS: ..ccevviirrrinnnnnens So you've got your career plans sorted out?

TOM: ..o, Not exactly, but I've got some rough ideas and
might need. That's always assuming no more
leave between now and next year, in which cas¢
Science and do Needlework instead.

U

Ay,
,

/’,;f

//

7

//’

7
fff/

. \&\*

CHRIS: <ocovroreonsrasenses Right. So you've done that and we've started Ye m\§\§
TOM: ..ccoereiriiiinnee (To audience) In case you hadn't noticed. \\\\i\\\
CHRIS: ..., So now are you going to get down to the |mporx
TOM: .coorrrireeens What you mean...?
CHRIS: w.ovvveeeeevenennnnns Yes

(THOMAS FITZSIMMONS-SMYTHE pokes head out stage right. TOMMY pokes h\r
THOMAS COPYRIGHT

FITZSIMMONS- PROTECTED
SMYTHE + TOMMY: . Girlfriends.

(THOMAS FITZSIMMONS-SMYTHE + TOMMY withdraw heads. TOM and CHRIS?
shrug shoulders when they find nothing, and carry on)

ig

TOM: ., | don't know. I'm not very good with girls. 09

CHRIS: ..ocururrrrrnraranans Don't worry. | can help. Education

TOM: ..ccorrireneeee But you're not very good with girls either.
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CHRIS: evercrereeerenreene I'm notam I?

TOM: ...ccovrreeirrnenns | don't understand this. We've had years of se ——
discussions about gender roles and caring and S
differences between boys and girls and what t \\\\\:\\&
could probably build a girl from my biology note: & \\\
how to, you know, say anything or do anything.;: \\\\ &

\\\\\

CHRIS: ..coeeeereenes Yeah well, don't worry too much about the doir; - \“\\
conce:trate on the saying. When was the last ttEE §\§\§
know? %\?m\\:\

N e

TOM: oveerrrcreereen. What? \ *‘\%

S

CHRIS: ..coverrerrernnens When was the last time you practised your tec \m

L[0].Y PR What? \\Q

CHRIS: ..ccovireeirennnnns When was the last time you spoke to a girl? | mg \\\
ask if you could borrow her pencil sharpener.

: &

TOM: ...ccorrreiiereeee Oh. About four weeks ago | suppose. \§ §

SN

CHRIS: ....coveeereannee Four weeks ago! § \

TOM: ...ccorvreeirrneens (Hastily) Or it might have been four days ago. | g \x\\\\
sometimes. Yes, that was it, four days. In fact, |t \‘&\‘\%

\\%\

\\\\\\\

CHRIS: ..ccevriirrrennnnens Yeah, right. Me too. So how was it for you?
TOM: ., Well... It went something like this.

(Enter POTENTIAL GIRLFRIEND. CHRIS steps back and observes)

TOM: .....cceieieeeens Hello.
POTENTIAL
GIRLFRIEND: ............ Hello.

COPYRIGHT
TOM: ., Lovely weather today. PROTECTED
POTENTIAL
GIRLFRIEND: ............ Yes, itisisn'tit?

. ig
TOM: ..o, You were at school today weren't you?
Qg

POTENTIAL ‘
GIRLFRIEND: ............ Yes | was. | go every day. EdUCQtiOﬂ
TOM: ...coeiiiiiiinans Do you?
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POTENTIAL

GIRLFRIEND: ............ During term time.
SR
TOM: ...ccorrreeirrnenens Me too. (Pause) Did you have Maths today? T
\&-
" - .
POTENTIAL \%\\ \\\
GIRLFRIEND: ............ Yes, | did. | always have Maths on a Tuesday. \x
\\\\
TOM: ... Me too. Funny. \\\\\}\\\\
GIRLFRIEND: . D
Derereneens . \ ]
G es \§ §
§
TOM: ....coriveeireneneee Yes. (Really long pause) Would you like to be m W
S
Ny,
POTENTIAL : @\\\ \
GIRLFRIEND: ............ (Immediate reaction) No! (Whirls on spot and ex \\\@
TOM: (To CHRIS) So what ith that? \\\‘*‘\\\\
R 0 o what was wrong wi at" ..
CHRIS: ..ccevriirrrennnnens Search me. Bit of chat. Bit of charm to put her @“\\\
worked like a treat. Perhaps you should have § 3
NS
SN
o] Y Like what? § -
CHRIS: ..ccevviirrrennnnens [ dunno. A rose maybe. \\\\\ S
TOM: ., Damn. | left my rose bush at home. I'll remembg G

\\\\\\\

I've got with me at the moment is this. (Holds u}

CHRIS: ..coernirrrennnens ‘Jolly Romps at St Barnaby's. Number 35 in the &
definitely have given her the wrong idea. You'
books are you?

TOM: ..o, (Defensively) Yes. Now and again. You'd be surg
you see all sorts of things in them that you didn.
were a kid. :

CHRIS: ..ccerniiririnnnnene Yeah. Like racism and sexism for a start. Miss W, COPYRIGHT
‘perpetuate sexual stereotypes’. PROTECTED

TOM: ..ccovrireneeee Yes, well, Miss Wright shouldn't talk dirty in fro

CHRIS: ..ccevriirrrennnnens Don't try to wriggle out of it Tom. You need to g

ig

TOM: ...ccorvreeirrneens What for? When | do I'm only going to be a lone
can enjoy a good read, even if | can't enjoya g

3

Education

CHRIS: ..ccevviirrrennnnens Don't the boys in these books have girlfriends? |
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TOM: ..ccireirreee, (Hesitantly) Yes.

CHRIS: ... Well, are there any tips we could use? T
A
: ! i 's i \\*\
TOM: ., | don't think so. It's just not the same somehow?.é \\\\\
& \\\
CHRIS: ..ccevviirrrinnnnnens You mean it's true what they say about boys in \\ &
sy
TOM: .eereeeeeee No! It’s just... different. o

S
m

(Lights down on TOM and CHRIS. Lights up on St Barnaby's. WILLIAM BA THING";%‘E

looking miserable. The rest of the SPLENDID SIX are behind him, obviously talki %\i\\ .
THOMAS FITZSIMMONS-SMYTHE, who crosses over to WILLIAM at the urging ¢; N \\“\
THOMAS AR
FITZSIMMONS- @\\\\\
SMYTHE: ....ccccoeunnee What htc)) (l)lld stlchk \{)Vhat s with the long face theé \\\@
rugger ball or what
WILLIAM \\\X\
BATHINGTON- .
i &\\\
FURLOUGH: ............. Worse than that old sport, the bally sister's corr“_ \\E\ \

Brenda's.
\

%,

//

7

///

f?f/

(Hearing this, the rest of the SPLENDID SIX show comprehension and move to joié

\\\1\‘\
SN
THOMAS \\\§
FITZSIMMONS- \\\\
i R\

SMYTHE: ................. Well strike me pink! There's a coincidence. So's ) \\\\
REST: .oreeveceirerncnnrens And mine. Mine too. Et la mienne. Etc., etc.
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: ................. Well crumbs (to audience) and gosh. Here's a t&
PHILLIP
FEATHERINGTON-
TROUPE: .......cuueeen. But what are we going to do chaps? | mean, wit:: COPYRIGHT

Barnaby’s. All day. PROTECTED
RUPERT

GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... (Enthusiastically) Well, we could have a quick gzﬁk
early shower then browse through our stamp ai\

ig
THOMAS Qg
FITZSIMMONS- Ed .
SMYTHE: ....ccvvueneen. | don't think so Rupert. ucation
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RUPERT
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... Miss out the stamp albums?

S
THOMAS

SRR
\\\

FITZSIMMONS \§
SMYTHE: ................. No. K\\\\ Q\\\

\\\\ ‘\
SIMON ‘\\\\
SMOULDERING- W
GREEN: ......cccoevuneneee Looks like we're going to have to... talk to the §\§\§

SR
PIERRE & \

GARCON-GARCON: ..Talk? ‘
R
&\\\\\\\\\\\\%

WILLIAM —
Ny
BATHINGTON- & \
FURLOUGH: ............. About what? \\Q
RS
\m‘%
SIMON \\\\\\\\\\
SMOULDERING-
GREEN: ................... | don't know. Knitting. \\\\&\\\\\&\\\\\
X 5
PHILLIP § é\\
SN
FEATHERINGTON- § \
TROUPE: ....coevurenne And cooking. \\\\;\\\«%\‘
Sy
RUPERT \@
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... Flowers? \\\\\\ﬁ\
PIERRE
GARCON-GARGCON: .. And onions.
(The others look at Pierre in a puzzled way, then shrug his comment off.)
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: ................. Well, we'll just have to put a brave face on it fek
after all, weaker vessels, twining ivy to our stu
it's our duty to do the right thing by them, no m COPYRIGHT
be. We are, after all, young gentlemen of St B PROTECTED

(ALL strike heroic poses)

RUPERT i
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... | say, look out chaps. Enemy at twelve o'clock hi 9

258
THOMAS .
FITZSIMMONS- EdUCQt!Oﬂ
SMYTHE: ................ Now remember what | said you fellows. Best be

they're your mothers. And think of England andé
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(Enter the GIRLS OF ST. BRENDA'S. They are female versions of their brothers. -
Jumpers around their shoulders. BOYS and GIRLS face each other nervously, neiti
to the other.) S R
S
WILHELMINA \@\\
BATHINGTON- i
FURLOUGH: ............. What ho. \\ \
.
THOMAS S
FITZSIMMONS- \%\\\\Q
SMYTHE: ................. What ho. @\@\\
o
WILHELMINA: ......... I'm Wilhelmina Bathington-Furlough. Willy's sist § %\i
SIMONE AR
SMOUDERING- @*‘\\
GREEN: ......cccoenueneee Simone Smouldering-Green. Simon's sister, but\. \\@
S
PHILLIPPA \:\\~$\\\
FEATHERINGTON- i
TROUPE: ................. Phillippa. Featherington-Troupe that is. His 5|ste<; \\\@\\\
RUPERTA § “\\“\%\
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... And I'm Rupert's sister. Ruperta. \\%\“\
. A\
THOMAS Sy
FITZSIMMONS- \\\%
. ?
SMYTHE: ................. Ruperta: \\\\\:ﬁ\
RUPERTA
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... (Slightly embarrassed) Yes well, it was Daddy's i
RUPERT
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... (Gloomily) He'd forgotten he'd got me.
PIERROT
GARCON-GARCON: .. Je m'appelle Pierrot Garcon-Garcon. Pierre!
PIERRE COPYRIGHT
GARCON-GARCON: .. Pierrot! PROTECTED
(PIERRE and PIERROT rush to embrace each other with French fervour. When
to the rest of the SPLENDID SIX and makes as if to embrace them too, but they
PIERROT g
GARCON-GARCON: .. Heureuse de vous rencontre. (Returns to her plm 09
THOMASINA Education
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: ....cccerenueen. And I'm Thomasina. Old Thomas's baby sister. (&
arm)
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THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-

SMYTHE: ................. Ladies, it is a pleasure and an honour to meet y:

introduce our merry band.

WILHELMINA
BATHINGTON-
FURLOUGH: ............. Oh gosh, you don't have to do that Thomas.

THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE.: ........c.c...... | don't?

SIMONE
SMOULDERING-
GREEN: ......ccvevenrenee No. You see. We feel as if we know about you a;

THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE.: ................. You do?

RUPERTA E
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... Yes, you see we girls are all such chums togetheé
what girls are like.

(GIRLS all giggle together. BOYS just look uncertain)

THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: .....cccoceraneae Well actually, no.

PHILLIPPA

FEATHERINGTON-

TROUPE: ................. We've spent so much time talking about our blg
known each other for simply ages.

PIERROT
GARCON-GARCON: ..Een fact, you are like, 'ow do you say, our 'eroes;

THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE.: ........c.c...... Gosh!

WILLIAM
BATHINGTON-
FURLOUGH. ............. (To audience) Crumbs!

(Awkward pause)
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WILHELMINA
BATHINGTON-
FURLOUGH: ............. So, you play a lot of sport here at St Barnaby's ti ——
SRR
‘»\\
THOMAS \\\\:\
FITZSIMMONS- _ *\\Q\\ Q\\\\\
SMYTHE: ................. Sport? Rather! Rugger. Crickers. That sort of this \\\\ &
Brenda's? : “\\\\
=
RUPERTA o
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... Er, no, not really. S
R
PHILLIPPA A L
FEATHERINGTON- s
TROUPE: ....cocevevennen. We play hockey and lacrosse, that sort of thin \m
WILHELMINA \\Q
BATHINGTON- S
FURLOUGH: ............. We're girls you see. \\\\\\\\\\\@
THOMAS S
SN
FITZSIMMONS- § \:\%
SMYTHE: cecuveeveranne Oh yes, | forgot. Bad luck. AR
Q\\x\\\\
PIERROT . \\\\'\\‘\%\
GARCON-GARGCON: .. But wee do like watching the rugby, do we not & \x\\\ g
SIMONE \\\\\%\
SMOULDERING- \\\
GREEN: ......cccoevuneneee Oh yes, absolutely!
WILHELMINA
BATHINGTON-
FURLOUGH: ............. Rather! Cheering from the sidelines.
ALL GIRLS: ............... (With ferocity) ‘Come on St Barnaby's!’
SPLENDID SIX give startled jump at girls' bloodcurdling cr
( g jump atg ge) COPYRIGHT
WILHELMINA PROTECTED
BATHINGTON- :
FURLOUGH: ............. Handing round the little orange slices at half ting
sweaters. It's what a girl is for really, isn't it?
SIMONE ;9
SMOULDERING- C;g
GREEN: ................... It's the shorts you see. Boys look awfully nice .
y Y y Education
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WILHELMINA

BATHINGTON-

FURLOUGH: ............. Simone! —
s

\\\

SIMONE \\\\\:\
SMOULDERING- t\%\ Q\\\
GREEN: ...coveevrrerenene Sorry! \\\\ &
\\\\
THOMAS \\“\
FITZSIMMONS- o
? 48 R,
SMYTHE: ................. L:nct)w What about tennis? Tennis isn't very dlf“\E %\\\%\\
e time. 1\\\ \§
RUPERTA \W%%

\\&m

GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... Oh rather!

iy,

PHILLIPPA \\@\

FEATHRINGTON- N

TROUPE: ................. We're always ready for a quick game. \\\\\\\\\\\@

(GIRLS throw off jumpers) @\\\

THOMAS §N$

FITZSIMMONS- §

SMYTHE: ......ccoouueene Well, in that case, anyone for tennis? \\@
SO\

RUPERT \\@

GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... Mixed doubles? =~
\\\\\\\\

SIMONE

SMOULDERING-

GREEN: .....cccovvnunnnee. Why mixed? | think we gals could see our way t:

good thrashing without any help.

WILHELMINA

BATHINGTON-

FURLOUGH: ............. Simone!

SIMONE COPYRIGHT

SMOULDERING- PROTECTED

GREEN: ........c.ccuu.eee Sorry.

PIERROT

GARCON-GARCON: .. Lead the way mon brave! ‘9

THOMAS Qg

FITZSIMMONS- .

SMYTHE: ................. This way ladies, and dash it all | must say, you gt EdUCQt!Oﬂ

bunch after all.
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ALL GIRLS: .....cccreuee. Gosh. Thanks awfully. Too kind. Etc., etc.

(GIRLS and BOYS begin to exit) —

SRR
RUPERT \\“\

. L .
GRANTLY-HUGE: ..... And perhaps afterwards you'd like to see our x\\ \\\
\\\\ ‘*\
SIMONE \\\\\
SMOULDERING- : \\\‘\
GREEN: ......cccoenueneee (Scream of delight) Oh philately! That'll get you \%\g\g
N
WILHELMINA § \;\\\\\\
BATHINGTON- A o
FURLOUGH: ..en...... Simone! S
ST
SIMONE @*\\\
ZI\F:I;:ILDERING- - \\Q\

R orry!

(Lights fade on St Barnaby's. Lights come up on TOM and KATE) \\Q\\X\
Ay
TOM: ...ccovrreeirrnenns Kate, you're friends with the sisters of boys at n: \

/,?///”7’0
%

\\\\

KATE: .oeveeeereenenennens Yes S
w
Ik ab ? \\\\@
TOM: .o Do you... Do you ever talk about me? \\\\\ N
KATE: ..ccoveeiireenneee What do you mean? =~
N
) \\\\
L] Y, | mean, when you're all together do you talk abs
what they're like, that kind of stuff? -
KATE: ..covreiiieeninees No way! Catch me admitting you were my broth
TOM: ., What, you mean your friends don't even know
KATE: ..corrveeirinenenens Course not. I'm just lucky that Smith's such a ¢
don't look anything alike. Dad always did say |
tamily. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
TOM: ....coriveeireneneee (Disgruntled) Well you certainly didn't get the
KATE: ..cooveeiireenneee Right now shush up can't you. Harmony High i
ig
TOM: ..ccorrireneeee What do you mean?
Qg
KATE: ..ccovveeeirrnenenens Oh honestly! Tonight's the night Tommy and Ha: .
v ione & Y * Education
TOM: ...ccoeiiriininens Getiton?
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KATE: ..cccerenirrennee, You know! (Makes obscure gestures) Get it on

TOM: ....cciiiaee With Honey! But she was only introduced last w T
s
. 1 H H H 1 f %\
KATE: ..ceireeiireneee That's right, and tonight | think Tommy's going f@_ \\\\\\
& \\\
TOM: ...ccorrreeirrnenens Propose! But they've only just met. And they'reit \x
=y \\\\\
KATE: ..ccoveeiireenneee True love knows no barriers of time or age. Tha’j \\\
generation doesn't understand. Now be quiet. I §\\§\§
serious crying in a minute. \%\\\m\\\l
(Lights fade on KATE and TOM. Lights come up on Harmony High. TOMMY and k N
5 &\\\\\\\&\\\\%
TOMMY: ................. Honey. \\\m
HONEY: ...curenucnanns Tommy. \\@i\\
TOMMY: Hone \\\““\\
N y. -
HONEY: ....cccoeeinns Tommy. Ny
TOMMY: ....ccovevenrne I've got something to say to you Honey. \\
S
\\&?
HONEY: ........cccc..u.... | thought you might have Tommy. \\\\@
SO\
TOMMY.: ................. What can | say? Ever since | first saw you, mimir \\\\\\§
Guetta’s remix of The Floral Dance, | just knew - =
N \\\\
HONEY: ..........cc....... Knew what Tommy?
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. | just knew that you were the girl for me. Hon
HONEY: ....ccccoveunennee. Oh Tommy. But we're so young.
TOMMY: .....cccoveeeeee Only in age. Our love is as old as the stars.
HONEY: .....cccoveununnee. How old is that, Tommy?
COPYRIGHT
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. Really, really old. PROTECTED
HONEY: ...cceevvrrrenennns But you hardly know me. | only walked onto the
last week. :
_ ig
TOMMY: .....cccceeienns You know the words to The Floral Dance, Honey
I need to know about you. : 39
HONEY: ........cccc..u.... But | have secrets. Problems. EdUCQt!Oﬂ
TOMMY: .covveireeneann Believe me, I'm used to that.
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HONEY: .......ccccuuunnee. You mean... it wouldn't bother you if | turned ot

TOMMY: ....cccceveienns Nah ——
s
\&-

HONEY: ....ccccoveunennee. Or that my parents were teachers at our school \\\\\\
\Q\\ \\\

TOMMY: .....cccevennen. Nah Wy
\\\\
HONEY: ...cceereeerennne Geography teachers? \\\S\\}\\\
TOMMY: .......ccceueeee. (Very slight hesitation) Nah, not really. %\\\m\
HONEY: .......ccccuuunnee. Or that | had a fatal and terminal illness, possibk %
of several of your vital organs in a risky, exper M

\%\m

TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. Honey, you already have my heart. You can také

to keep it company. \\\@
HONEY: OhT I \\\\g\\\\\
D irererererenenenen ommy. | love you. -
TOMMY: .covveireeneann Me too, Honey. Me too. (They embrace.) Wanns SNy
B
(The lights go down on Harmony High. Lights come up on TOM and KATE) \\\&\“\%\
SN
KATE: ooevcerercenerenene (Crying) Oh that was so beautiful. (Blows nose) | \\\\\«@
NI
TOM: ... Unbelievable. \\\&\\%
\\\\*\\
KATE: .cooveeeereeeenennne Did you really think so? \\\\
TOM: ...ccorrreeirrnenens Oh yes. Of course, | suppose they'll both have t(
KATE: ..ccoveeiireenneee What do you mean?
TOM: .o, Well, he's one of the stars right, and one of the:

him like mad is because he's available. Now he'&}
the script writers won't be able to make up any:
him. The fans will lose interest and he'll have to:

COPYRIGHT

KATE: .coeieeeeeeeniinns (Giving nose last blow and putting handkerchief; : PROTECTED

Fat lot you know. Honey gets killed in two weekfé

TOM: ..ccoreeirieineee, What?

ig

KATE: ..corrveeirinenenens Yup. Aeroplane crashes on her house right in th:
and-dance number about how happy she is. L
at the time because he'll be saving Spike and
over a cliff.

3

Education

TOM: ...ccovrreeirrnenns How'd you know that?
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KATE: «.eeeereeerererennnne Read it in the telly guide. Anyway. (Gets up) Car:
telling you important stuff. I've got to get over t
tonight's episode. Bye. Oh, if Jason calls tell him ——
yes as long as he brings his trainers. 5 B
\%\
= -
TOM: ... Who's Jason? \Q\\ \\\
Wy
{91 1 (From offstage) My boyfriend. \\\\
TOM: ..ccireirreee, (Shouting after her) You've got a boyfriend? th §\\§\§
SN
KATE: cuoveeeeeceeneensens Poking h Didn't k &
(Poking head onstage) Didn't know you wanted: \§ §
TOM: ....coriveeireneneee (Shouting after her) That's not what | mean. (To. W

\%\m

\\@

boyfriend. Tommy's got a girlfriend. Even Tho
hero of the Upper Fifth has got something going
Smouldering-Green in between the tennis ma

g,
/Jf

albums. And what have | got? Homework, tha N
\&k
x\\x\‘\
GIRLS
Sy
TOM: ....ccorvreeirrnenne Everybody's got a girlfriend § \§
On the telly, in the books
] 1 . \\\\\\\&\\
Cept for me, I'm still a loner §
Does my breath smell? Is it looks? \\\\\\1@*\\
7
Try my best, go through the motions \\\\%

\\\\

\\\\\\\

‘Lovely day. | like your dress.’
They cut me dead, just leave me standing
What goes wrong? I'm so depressed

| walk up slowly, smile on face

| try for casual, suave and cool

| say, ‘Hello’, they walk on by me
Is it BO? | feel a fool

(Enter THOMAS)

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

THOMAS...........c...... Treat a girl just like your mother
That's the thing she really craves
Flowers and poems, frills and laces
It's charm and flattery rule the waves.

A girl's an object to be looked at
Stared at, gazed at, hymned, admired
She's there to ornament your lifestyle
To give off glamour as required

ig

3

Education
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She doesn't want to know your viewpoint
On world events, the news or arts

She only wants to make you happy ——

So talk of ponies, clothes and hearts B
\%\
= -
(Enter TOMMY) N \\\
W e
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. Singing, dancing, teeth and suntans \\\\
Grab the ladies without fail \\\
Show 'em 'how you hit those .high notes §‘\§\§
Prove you're true-blue American male \\\m\
Grab that mike stand, strike that dance pose p i
Drag that hot chick to the floor S
Tell her that you love her madly SRR
Feel the love man, feel 'amour Q\\\\\\\
You've got problems, you've got feelings \
You’re a New Man, let 'em show. \\\“**
\ . -
She'll respect you if you share them
If she doesn't, let her go! \\%\%@\\\\
TOM: ....oeereereeneens Yeah well, that's all very easy for you to say. \\\&\\
SR
THOMAS \\\@\
FITZSIMMONS- . SO\
SMYTHE: ....ccccvverenne It's just something you've got to put into practic: \\\\%
\\\\*\\
TOMMY: ................. Yeah bro. Suck it and see. 'Course, you don't we \\\\
limey there says. -
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: ................. If the colonial is referring to me | suggest you
remember that his ancestors are all rebellious t;
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. Who you calling a traitor you...

(They go to fight but at that moment GIRL ONE enters. While she waits she chews: COPYRIGHT
twiddles with her hair, etc., etc. She's that kind of girl.) PROTECTED
TOM: ., Stop! Stop the pair of you. Look. It's a girl.
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. Jeez, you don't say! *9
TOM: ...ccovrreeirrnenns All right, tell me what I've got to do. (}9
THOMAS Education
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: ................. I'm sorry?
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R

TOM: ..ccireirreee, Come on. You're both so sure of yourselves; prcj
right. Tell me what to do. :

THOMAS A \

S
FITZSIMMONS \\\\\\
SMYTHE: ................. A challenge eh? A gauntlet thrown down. Very tt»s \\\\ \\\
bottom. \\ &
R
TOMMY: ....ccoeeuuneee Bum. Beach bum. And I'm not. \&5\*\1
THOMAS \\%\\
5 $
FITZSIMMONS- § \§x
SMYTHE: ....cevevneneee Whatever. You will distract the filly for a couple : A E
Master Tom here in the finer art of Iovemaking.g-:-f .

to collect flowers) \\m\m

TOMMY: ..o Say what! \\@\\\
0], O | think that used to mean something a bit dlffer.%?%zé \\\\\\

nowadays. At least | hope so.

(Re-enter THOMAS with flowers)

W/
P

THOMAS \@\\
FITZSIMMONS- \\\\\\\@
SMYTHE: .......cccuun.... (To TOMMY) Now, be discrete. We don't want h*‘ \x\\\\
here has a chance to try his arm. \\\\%
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. No worries. (Out loud to girl) Hey there! You Ioc*{ \\\\\\
know what to do with a pair of taps.
(Stage right THOMAS and TOM engage in furious mimed, whispered conversati
but THOMAS is insistent. Stage left, TOMMY and GIRL ONE mime conversation, &
appears mostly to be about explaining that he meant ‘tap shoes’ not actual taps. T
up. TOM appears nervous but determined).
THOMAS
FITZSIMMONS-
SMYTHE: «.cocuvrnnee. Ready! COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

3
2

(TOMMY finishes his conversation with GIRL ONE, says goodbye and walks off to:;
continues her walk forward and meets TOM centre stage). 5

TOM: ....coriveeireneneee (Clearing throat) Good morning.

ig

GIRL ONE: ............... (A little surprised at the formality of the greeti
would obviously like to get past, but TOM is blo¢:
Tom, isn't it?

3

Education

TOM: ., That is correct. Tom Smith. At your service. (He
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GIRL ONE: ............... (Looks at his hand, not knowing what to do witk
TOM: ....corvreeiienenee Lovely weather, is it not? .
s
. . . . . \&.
GIRL ONE: ............... Yeah. Well, | mean it was raining a minute ago \\\\\
\Q\\ \\\
TOM: ...ccovviriineinens Yes, but it was lovely rain, was it not? \x
\\\\
GIRL ONE: ....ccovueeene Er, yeah. Suppose so. Especially if you're a duck;: o
her little joke) ;§\\§\§
SNy
TOM: ... Beautiful and witty. These are for you. (THOM § §
flowers) A lovely lady should always have flow A E
onto his knees and thrusts the flowers up to the; .

\%\m

\\@

iy,

GIRL ONE: ....ccovuruneen For me! But | don't know what... | mean, no one
going to do with....?

/Jf

RS
TOM: ., Please say nothing. It is enough to simply see \\\\@%
(Turns to THOMAS for inspiration. THOMAS m
Rembrandt painting with all those blooms. SNy
R
THOMAS N
\\x\\&\
FITZSIMMONS- §‘
SMYTHE: eeureeureensens Good show! \\@\‘
NI
TOMMY.: ................. Gag me with a spoon! \\\\%
\\\\*\\
GIRL ONE: ............... And there's a card. N
TOM: eveerereceeerrens There is? | mean, yes, there is.
GIRL ONE: ............... ‘With deepest sympathy. I'll remember you aIw:&
TOM: ....ccoeeeeeereeeee. (Snatches card) A mix-up at the shop | think. (G
looks apologetic at his mistake.) So. (Pause)
GIRL ONE: ............... So. (Pause
(Pause) | COPYRIGHT
TOM: ., (Pause) So, (in breathless rush) so will you go oui PROTECTED
a new Guntronix film I'd like to see and then we:
McDonald’s or something and then | could walk
you liked we could...’
o ig
GIRL ONE: ............... No way! (Pushes flowers back into his arms) |

different, but you're not really. You're just like &
too! Out of my way! (She shoves him to one side

3

Education

(TOMMY and THOMAS move to join the crestfallen TOM centre stage. TOMMY
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TOMMY: ....cccoveeneens Way to go!

THOMAS —

FITZSIMMONS- s
SMYTHE: ....ccvvueneen. | simply don't understand it. When Lady Bracklet \\\\\:\\&

daughter popped over from St Brenda’s that paI; \\ \\\\

went down a veritable storm. \ &

.

TOM: .o Yes, well perhaps you didn't give her flowers fre: o

It tends to be a bit of a downer you know. %‘\}\X\g

Sy,

THOMAS § \§

N

FITZSIMMONS- ¢

SMYTHE: ......ccceernuee Best | could do at such short notice I'm afraid oIJ ‘W

(Enter GIRL TWO. Dressed to jog, complete with iPod, she runs round the stage h \\%\\\“\”\&\\‘\

she waits she does stretching exercises, etc. She's that kind of girl.) - \@
TOMMY: ...t Alright, move over and let an expert in. You war; \\\‘*

broad, you just listen to your Uncle Tommy. Yo —

there and keep her busy for a while. And try not
belongs to any dead people. Now you (to TOM):

\

U

Sy,
,

%,

//

(THOMAS joins GIRL TWO and engages her in mimed conversation. From their gefi
weather. TOMMY and TOM mime conversation. Again, TOM looks uncertain, bu €

7

///

f?f/f

\\\'\\\\
.
TOMMY.: ................. Go for it! \\§
L (0] .Y, Yo bro! \\\\\
GIRLTWO: .............. You what?
TOM: eveerereceeerrens | mean, hi.
GIRLTWO: .....ccoreuuee Oh, hi.
TOM: .....cceieieeeens Gosh | feel like bursting into song.
GIRLTWO: ....ovoveneeee Really? COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED
TOM: ..o, Yeah. If we had a backing track.
GIRLTWO: .............. Oh yeah. Right.
(In background THOMAS is laughing. TOMMY is gesturing fierce support.) g
g
TOM: ...ccovrreeirrnenns (Gathering courage and leaping in) I've got prok: .
Education
GIRLTWO: .............. What!

Best Daze of Your Life: An Original Play for KS3/KS4 Page 48 of 58




TOM: ...ccorrreeirrnenens I mean, | may look a typical, rugged male...
GIRLTWO: .............. No, not really. ——
| -
TOM: ....coriveeireneneee (Oblivious to her comments)... who goes throug: \\“\
the emotions and feelings of others around hm‘; \\\\ \\\
modern man with a natural sense of rhythm ant \\&
with my emotions and sensitive to the needs of: ‘*\\\\
Especially the needs of women. \\\\\}\\\
GIRLTWO: .............. Good. %\\\j&\\
TOM: coonreenrereeeeann. Good? N !
GIRLTWO: ....cceeuene Yes, because | need you to get out of my way. N SRR
" \%\\\\\\&\\\
TOM: ...ccorvreeirrneens But I've got problems. \\\@
GIRLTWO: (K TOM i iti ) You h Ge \\\Q\\\\\
N nees in sensitive area) You have now. ..
(GIRL TWO storms off. TOMMY and THOMAS come forward, centre stage and reg \@\\
-
THOMAS: .....ccvvvvnreee Oh | see. That's how you do it in Americaisit? T \ &
. . . . : \\\\\&\
rolling, uninhabited plains. \\&%‘
\\ \i\\
St
TOMMY.: ......cccauuneee. Ah you got it all wrong man. You should have \\\\\\
moves, then you could have talked about your [ \\\\\§
- \\\\\\\
TOM: <oooeerererererenee. That... is... it! N
THOMAS: ................ I'm sorry?
TOMMY: ...ccceveeneeens You what?
TOM: ...ccorvreeirrneens | have had enough!
TOMMY: ......ccoeeeeeeee Could have fooled me.
TOM: ...ccovrreeirrnenns I mean of your ‘help’. (The following speech is d: COPYRIGHT
style, possibly with stirring music playing in th PROTECTED

Hope and Glory’.) | have tried to listen to your
the perfect English gentleman. | have tried to
do you know what | haven't tried? | haven't trie}

ig

Everywhere we go we are surrounded by imag
hard men, intelligent men, sensitive men, me
men who risk their lives for others and men w
deodorant sprays, but it finally seems to me tha
with all of these images. They are all total rub '
than just the sum of all his soaps and adverts.
have made my choice and | choose to be me!

3

Education
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(Enter THE RIGHT GIRL. She isn't looking where she is going and so she collides:

THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... Oh I'm so sorry... N
-
D reereeeeeeenennne It's alright... W

TOM s alrig \\\\\\
\Q\\ \\\

THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... | wasn't looking where | was going and... \\&
\\\\
TOM: e No, no, it's my fault. | was standing out here in t =
RN
THE RIGHT GIRL: ......... really | need glasses | suppose. \\\%\m\
TOM: ...ccovrreeirrnenns Here, let me pick up your book. (Picks up book. ; *§
Fun at St Brenda's. : W

\%\m

\\@

iy,

THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... (Embarrassed) | know, | know! It's too young for

/Jf

TOM: ..cveireeireereens No, no. | read them too. \\Q\\\
THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... You do? \X\\Q
TOM: .corrrireeiiinns Yes. Well, not the ‘St Brenda' books, of’ course. @E
laugh soppily) No, | read the ‘St Barnaby’s’ book:: ;\;\\&\“\\
THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... Oh right. (Awkward pause) They say they're bot‘“ §\\\\«§\\
person, you know. Using two different names. ( \\\\Q\§
D eereerrsererenernnens ' . ink it' iy s
o Som of the ime, o » woman pretencing to b =
THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... | don't know.
TOM: ..ccorrireneeee Me neither. Dead now anyway, whatever it was
THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... Yes. (They laugh a little guiltily.) I'm thinking ofz~;
TOM: ., Are you? ”
THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... Yes. | think I've finally grown out of them. COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

TOM: ...ccorvreeirrneens Me too. | just don't think | need them anymor

(In the background TOMMY smirks while THOMAS sadly slopes off.)

ig

THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... Well, mustn't hang around. I'm off to the library
= Qg

TOM: Oh. ................ For a book? (Winces as he realises the banality ¢ EdUCQﬁOﬂ
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THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... (Laughing) No. I'm going there to do my homew:
home. My brother insists on watching that Ame

S

TOM: ... Harmony High? RN \
%\

THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... That's the one. Awful isn't it: \Q\\ \\\

. W

1 0] | think so. \\\\

W

(In the background a smiling THOMAS comes back onstage and removes a crestfz \%\\\Q

S
TOM: .o | hadn't thought of going to the library to do my: § \\%
along with you? 5 "\
THE RIGHT GIRL: ...... That'd be nice. \\\\\};\3\\\\
(Enter CHRIS) \@
N
CHRIS: ..cereiririeneee Shouti E time! W
(Shouting) Exam time! \\\\\\\\\\\
(Desks are brought on stage. TOM, CHRIS and THE RIGHT GIRL sit at desks andf \@\\
selection of taped voices shout out questions at them.) - §

W/
@,

GEOGRAPHY @\
EXAM: .....vvrenrerenne Geography. With the aid of diagrams explain thg \\\\\@\\
farming in the Danish economy. \\\\\\
HISTORY EXAM: ...... History. Write an essay on the Hundred Years V\.{ =
good thing? \\\\\\
MATHEMATICS
[237¢:Y,Y, Mathematics. Calculate the area of the following
RE EXAM: ................ RE. Compare Buddhism with Hinduism. Who do
FRENCH EXAM: ....... Translate the following into French. One, My g
immediate hospitalisation. Two, Who will look &}
Three... -
COPYRIGHT
VOICE OF ENGLISH PROTECTED

PAPER: .....ccccovmunnnnee. And finally, for your English examination, write m
Girlfriend stroke Boyfriend’.

(TOM and THE RIGHT GIRL smile soppily at each other and write furiously. CHRI .
pencil over this one, obviously having a hard time and writing very little.) g

Q
TOM: ..o (Throwing down pencil) Finished! 9
Education

(THE RIGHT GIRL and CHRIS also finish. ALL rise from their desks and walk arou:
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TOM: ..coveeireereeneens You know Chris, | think I've finally got it all sorte

CHRIS: ..ccevriirrrennnnens Got what sorted? —
=
TOM: ., This. Life. Well, school anyway. \\\\\:\“‘
K‘Q\\ Q?\\\
CHRIS: ..ccerniiririnnnnene It's not the same thing. \\\\ &
\\\\\\
TOM: ... True. But for the first time since I've started her: o
| know what I'm doing in school, | know where §\§\§
I'm going with. (More soppy looks between TON; ' S ‘
CHRIS: ..ccevviirrrinnnnnens Yeah, and | know why too. TN
&\\\\\\\\\\\%3
1 0], EX Why? \W
CHRIS: .cceerriirrreninnens Because you've finished, Tom. That's it. Year 1 \\\Q\‘
certificate) Congratulations by the way. You got N
Geography I'm afraid. (Looks more closely at cef; \\\\\\\\\\\@
English though.
Sy
TOM: eveerereceeerrens You mean, I've got to leave school? § \§
NS
SN
(o3 [T Yup. §*‘ Sy
TOM: ...ccorvreeirrneens Just when I've got it worked out? \x\\\ S
CHRIS: ..coernirrrennnens 'Fraid so. \\\\\i\
Ny
TOM: ...ccorrreeirrnenens Go out into (Pause, gulp) the real world?
CHRIS: ....ccceerranenenens You got it.
TOM: eveerereceeerrens Make new friends, new decisions?
CHRIS: ...ccerveereannnne Double check.
TOM: ... But that means...
COPYRIGHT
CHRIS: ..ccovireeirennnnns Yes indeedy. PROTECTED
ALL (ONSTAGE

AND OFFSTAGE): ..... Starting all over again!

ig

TOM: eveerereceeerrens Oh no!
Qg

(Curtain) Education
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otaging

S

When Best Daze... was first performed we were fortunate enough to have \\\\%\\

stage which gave us plenty of room to create three distinct areas represer ~

of the play, side by side. \\% \\\
play Y \x

T gy

| Centre Stage S

S
\%\\%

_

Tom’s world, represented by little more than a sofa angled to face stageéé
1 sit and watch Harmony High. Chairs, examination desks and an ironing b

| required. - \§ \§
N
The world of Harmony High. It could be possible to represent this with |c \%\%\\\\\
high schools (e.g. pictures/posters featuring American football/cheerleaéE \ \\Q\\
of...” banners) though, frankly, it’s getting harder and harder to tell Ames: hd
apart. Alternatively, the set could emphasise the musical elements being: ~x\:\\
musical instruments / musical theatre / spotlights / stars, etc. For our pr \\\\\\
television aspect of the parody by having a bank of television screens as i
showed a Harmony H/gh Iogo whenever the action was taking place in T( Q\@\\\
T T \§ §
Stage Right '
The world of St Barnaby’s, represented by a backdrop of a crumbling bri \\\\\\1\\%‘\\
.

\\\\\

\\\\\\\

Most of the time, of course, one doesn’t have the luxury of a wide prosc
can be performed successfully on much smaller stages and in classrooms
available representing only one of the three worlds of the play at a time
lighting and music becomes even more important in establishing the diff;
albeit minimal use of costuming can establish the setting, therefore gett
i backdrops completely. (See below.)

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

Both the worlds of Harmony High and St Barnaby’s had their own theme
their scenes. Here we relied on the Music Department to come up with ¢
and cheesy television theme tune.

Songs are included in the play, as musical numbers seem de rigeur for sc
am not a musician so cannot supply a score. For our production | relied
come up with the accompaniment to the words. (More accurately | expl¢
Music Department, playing one against the other and so securing some 09

am sure your Music Department will be up to the challenge, or possibly Sg Educc}tioﬂ
the music asa competltlon/task for ‘your students

ig
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Lig]\hng
Important to create mood. In our production, Tom’s world was essenti

given a suitably rosy tint. Thomas’ world had a nostalgic golden glow. Su; S

that at times the backdrops upstage could be put into darkness while thé SR \\\\
area was lit, so that characters from either fantasy world could spread oi‘ \\\\\
stage rather than always being confined to their side of it, particularly in: \\\ \\\\\
Six meet their sisters and there are twelve actors on stage. \\\“
.
OO OUH OO AP0 RSSO0 VOB \\\\
Characters in Tom’s world are the everyday kids (and Mum) of the real v» \\\\\

,

7
/’f/////

 acceptable for actors to wear their normal school clothes in the way the:
ties almost certainly loose, shirts almost certainly untucked).

: The Harmony High crew are all poseurs. They dress to impress —i.e. they: \\\E\:\\\\i\\\\\\\
i clothes to school that real kids aspire to wear at weekends. g \
| The St Barnaby’s crew were the most problematic for us when we staged \
uniform, with neat blazers, ties done up, shoes polished, etc. Blazers d \\\\\\\\

i actors normally wear would be preferable, but if budget is a problem thé
used with perhaps different badges and ties of a different colour. Ideally
Really ideally they should have boaters. (We hired ours from a local am-¢
. surprisingly, none of our kids had any!)

TRy
''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' Casting, \\\*

\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\

o

P

Uy

,

y
|
Y

%y

One suggested casting pattern would be as follows:

M1 = Tom Smith

M2 = Thomas Fitzsimmons-Smythe

M3 = Tommy + Simon Smouldering-Green
M4 = Chris + Pierre Gargon-Gargon

M5 = William Bathington-Furlough + Bruce
Rupert Grantly-Huge + Bud/Bob COPYRIGHT

M6 =

M7 = New Year 7 Pupil 3 + Phillip Featherington-Troupe + Hebdon Wit} PROTECTED
F1. = Mum + Wilhelmina Bathington-Furlough + Potential Girlfriend .

F2 = Kate + Girl Two

F3 = New Year 7 Pupil 2 + Simone Smouldering-Green + Sugar/Candy*% .

F4 = Girl One + New Boy | + Pierrot Garcon-Gargon + Spike §f:}

F5 = Mr Black + Thomasina Fitzsimmons-Smythe + Miss Peach 0‘9

F6 = New Boy Il + Phillippa Featherington-Troupe + Honey X

F7 = New Year 7 Pupil 1 + The Right Girl + Ruperta Grantly-Huge EdUCQt!Oﬂ

T

| am sure there are other, equally viable casting patterns that could potee
_actors still further! :
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. school is and ask them to prepare and present them. What do they learr;
t from these speeches? How did they use their faces / voices / body Iangui__
| speeches?

“‘\\
\\\@

.
i = \\§
| Performance Preporation -

"

,%,

S

f?f/

Suggested Activities

Preparation R

O S

I dne . \\%\

| Discussion e

! What is school? What does it mean to you? & \\\

E What can students remember of their first day at school? \\%\

| What representations of school do they know from television/film/book: \\\<\§

, . i \

I compare to the reality of school? _—

i RN

| Writing, \%\\\m\\:\

g All of the above discussion ideas can be prepared / presented as notes /: \§ \§

E represented as pictures. \W\\%
S w]

E .

| Practical Work \\\\\\\\

| Tabl | school day. (Th be developed into th f .

| Tableaux — a typical school day. (These can be developed into the sort ot \ \\\\

E school day that Tom and Chris perform on page 12.) \\\\k

| A five-minute ‘documentary’ explaining the concept of high school to sox ‘\\\\\\

\ across it before (a Martian perhaps — or government minister).

i \x\\\\\\\\

i . -

i Give students the opening speeches of Tom, Thomas and Tommy as they \

| Give the students the Performance Preparation Handout at the end of th
their own staging of this play. -

During (and After) Performance
| Discussion
t The characters from St Barnaby’s and Harmony High are stereotypes. W?&
' How does one play a stereotype? Are there any more features that can h
| them even more stereotypical?

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

| Is Tom himself a stereotype? What can be done to prevent him coming a.
i the actor playing him need to adopt a style of acting different from that
i Tommy?

i Tom gains qualifications and a girlfriend from his time at school. But is tlﬁEE
i anything else from his time at school? Is there anything else that studenj ,
. think the play has not dealt with? 19

i

3

Education

' How far do students agree with Tom’s speech on p. 38: ‘Everywhere we

| images of manhood... And furthermore...”? Can they find examples of |m
i film/television/advertising that try to persuade us what ‘proper’ males a
| Pupils could create a series of tableaux based on these images and then
i documentary (perhaps narrated by Tom) exploring the truth behind the :
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Roles on the Wall. Information to include: -
Family and friends S

*
* Likes and dislikes R %\\
*  Hobbies L -
*  Ambitions & \\\
* Feelings about school s\i\\
*  Secrets and fears

| \\\‘\

RN
T
\\

\\\\\\\\\x\\\\\\
AT

&‘\

Diary entries. It would be particularly interesting to contrast the sort of @
Thomas and Tommy would write. It would also be interesting to learn a &
Kate’s view of things. =

R

7%

z’/z/’ff/

Letters to that previously mentioned Martian about life in a ‘typical’ schm

sz

The St Barnaby’s world is a pastiche of old-fashioned novels about schocz::
stories by Anthony Buckeridge, the ‘Malory Towers’ stories of Enid Blyto:

/Jf

of Elinor Brent-Dyer, and, most especially, the ‘Billy Bunter’ stories of Fr \g\\\
be asked to research these novels and their authors, reporting back on t \\\\\\
Where possible, extracts could be brought in and analysed for their ster
any features that are actually sent up in the play). - SR
Y y p play) § \
Brighter students might like to have a go at writing their own ‘St Barnab \\\\&\
. . B
High fans could try their hands at blogs or Facebook pages for the schoo:: § L
\\\@\
Practical m\§\§
S iR
Characterisation is very important to this play. Real thought needs to be o
= &

Thomas and all his ‘chums’, and Tommy and his ‘crew’, different from Tc:
Exercises/warm-ups that emphasise the different uses of accents and bc
very good idea.

"

Students will be very familiar with the worlds of Glee and the like, but hé

to the accents and tried to recreate them? Playing them YouTube clips o
Fame) side by side with something like the 1940 film version of Tom Bro
in, there is a scene not entirely unlike the first scene at St Barnaby’s!) wiit
them.

Try reversing accents, performing a St Barnaby’s scene in the style of Ha* COPYRIGHT
Do body language and facial expressions change automatically? PROTECTED

St Barnaby’s and Harmony High are just two versions of school life. Stud -
many others. An interesting exercise would be to devise typical scenes oy
of these other versions, e.g.: }
Science fiction (robots/aliens/computers) i1q
Australian soaps (surfboards / barbecues / wobbly sets)
EastEnders (‘cockernee’ accents / dodgy deals / convoluted love affa
Buffy the Vampire Slayer / Twilight (vampires / werewolves / doom

3

Education

* ot %

Above all else, please have fun with the play!
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Performance Preparatt

Use the table below to makes notes on how you would set up this play to

Staging set-up
and props

Centre Stage

Stage Left

Stage Right

Other Stages

Music

Lighting
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Costume
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