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infroduction for Teachers

Ore of the prescribed texts for H043/02 and H443/03, Group 1, is Tacitus,

Annals X1, Sections 25-26, 41-43, 52-53, 56-59, 64-69. The edition Always check the exam board

prescribed by OCR is the Bloomsbury edition by S Allcock, which appears website for new information,

to be the same as the OCT, except for changing some, but not all, accusative | including changes to the

plural endings -i5 to -es. The ISBN number is PB 978-1-3501-5638-8. specification and sample
assessment material.

The marks allocated for each section of the AS exam paper are as follows:
Translation 5; Essay 10; Context questions 11; Style questions 14. Clearly, questions on styvle are the most
Important, as they constitute 35% of the overall mark for the paper. [have, therefore, concentrated on
stylistic points, though not to the exclusion of other points. Questions on the context are normally confined to
the passage, i.e. comprehension questions, though there is an occasional reference to other matters, e.g. who is
the speaker?

The following points have been made in various Examiner reports:

»  Learners should answer the question set rather than the one they wanted to answer (i.e. they must adapt
their prepared essay!}.

e Inanswering questions on style, it is not sufficient to put the first and last word of the Latin sentence.

e Learners must quote all the Latin words involved in the point they are making, translate them and
explain how the rhetorical device enlivens the content, as there is a tendency for learners to identify
stylistic features without explaining their effect.

s  Some learners need to spend more time considering their answers {o content/style questions o ensure
they are focused and relevant, rather than rush on to the essay.

e  Doing the questions in the wrong order sometimes leads to omission of the shorter questions.

e On the essay question, credit is given for references to parts of the text outside the specified sections.

e  Candidates should be advised to take note of the nurrber of marks allotted to each sub-guestion and
answer accordingly.

Tacitus frequently omits words, necessitating additions to the translation to bring cut the full meaning,.

I have inserted in brackets English words which are not in the Latin text, as the text of Annals X1 is so
condensed; indeed, as Sir Ronald Syme, Tucifus, page 347, states, “The omission of words and connectives
goes to ruthless extremes. .. baffling translation.” The overall meaning is usually clear enough, but Tacitus
seemns to revel in straining the meaning of some Latin words so as to make literal translation impossible. Itis
also difficult sometimes to find an exact equivalent for abstract nouns. On such occasions, Lhave given the
literal translation in the notes, but have tried to give a more natural translation in the Translation section.
One might well question the wisdom of examination boards in setting Tacitus, when there are other easier
authors around.

NB References to Annals XII normally omit the number of the book unless reference has previously been
made to a different book; references to other books include the rumber of the book.

While the Penguin translation is useful for an overall view of the sense, it is very free and sometimes inaccurate.
In the text, L have used v for corsonantal 4, and -es, not is, for the third declension accusative plural as these
will be the forms used in the examination. Also, capital letters other than for names at the beginning of
sections have been replaced by lower case, int line with OCR house style.

Twould like to thank Lucy Harrow for her very helptul suggestions for the numerous activities in this Guide.

June 2023
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The Author

The exact date and place of Tacitus’s birth are unknown. He was bom ar
AD 117, Whether his praenomien was Gaius or Publius is also unknown.

7 of his father—

Tacitus wrote several works, one of which was a biogra
‘ 104 and 109. I

#orks. Despite his claim to have wrlttcn wn’chout mdléna‘u A
picture of the emperors tends to concentrate on their bad points, to the ex
This is uimderstandable, as he lived under probably the worst of the Roma
reigned from AD §1-96.

Tadius as a Historian

See Goodyear, Tacitus, Greece and Rome, Chapter I, which is a very goo
methods and sources.

In his introduction to the Histories, Tacitus writes, ‘I am embarking ona w
its battles, discordant with civil strife, savage even in peace itself’ (1, 2.1).
exarnining — opus adgredior opimum casibus, atrox pro cors seditionibu

i comprising an

& ablative plus adjective in
soun adjective). There is also asyn

quibus deerg@8Tiicus per amicos oppressi (those who lacked a personal ene
friends}. Note again the chiastic arrangement of verb noun, noun verb, a
opposite meaning but from the same root (polyptotory): inimicus. .. amicos
verb sunt with oppressi (all those points in six words!).

I make no apology for quoting from other works by Tacitus, or to chapte
when the prescribed text is from Annals XU, in view of the expectation in
appropriate supporting selection of ancient literature in translation” (pag
into Tacitus’s character and rhetorical style.

He rarely reveals his attitude towards religion. He seems to believe ina cg
the caring God of Christianity, as he states in Hisior ‘For it was nev

8522, hL writes that he is unwrtam whelhor the affair
unchangeas cessity or by chance (mihii... in incerto est fatone res mortal

forte volvantur).
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Like Livy, he seems to regard strange events as supernatural, for in Annaly
Paetus’s advance into Armenia as inauspicious — frisfi omine — he then go
strange evenis which Tacitus seems to regard as supernatural warnings 1
Paetus continues, disregarding the omens, like Flaminius before the Battle
ominibus — and disaster follows. He does give a list of omens in Chapter 43
Livy, who gives such lists at the begirming of each year

agrarian at p faws and the stmggh—: ()f the plebs agam&t the patrluan
stating the n great events have their origin in small matters. {The wh
reading as they give a very good insight into Tacitus’s attitude to writing

However, Tacitus could be justly criticised for the undue length which he
important events, for he devotes two long chapters (56 and 57) to the dra
The annalistic method (relating the events of each year in chronological o
to produce a ‘bitty” account, as the author moves from one topic to anoth
“The annalistic framework... is a primary obstacle: it breaks and disperse
juxtaposes unrelated items in mere enumerationy’. However, the annalisti
leads to a more interesting account than long digressions on wars which
himself shows his awareness of the disadvantages of this method by stati
determined to relate everything in its own year, he would have conclude

However, he is always aware of the necessity of keeping to his task, for, a
difference between the content of earlier historians and the account of his

Chapters 3334, ‘but I retiin to my theme. In the following year...”.

His epigrams are short and to the point, e.g. 64.12. Eulogies on the deaths
the prevailing climate of suicides and executions, were quite frequent, ga
use of epigram. The most famous is probably his summing up of the emp
imperasset, meaning that he had the qualities needed for being emperor, ©
become emperor — an epigram typical of Tacitus.

As is the case with all ancient historians, speeches 3 ot reported verb

audius which is quite different £

bronze tablet of a s peech d
: poor speaker, Tacitus would not have we

Given that Clauding:
by poor L

Tacitus depicts character more by the speeches which he attributes to his ¢
by straight descriptions, as with Narcissus in Chapter 55, and he does desc
Lepida and Agrippina, calling the latter fruci ac minaci, ‘aggressive and thr
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Unilike Suetonius, Tacitus rarely describes physical appearance; however
of Tibertus that his height was very slender and bent, his head was bereft
sores and mostly variegated with cosmetics. Little is said of Claudius’s a
probably something in the missing Books 7-10.

the Caelian H
pter 67, and th
w'some knowledge of

He reveals his knowledge of geography when he descri
the situation end climate of the isle of Caprt in
disaster at the Fucine Lake in Chapters |

After the
defeated th

cacon of Julius Caesar, two civil wars took place: in the £
Ynspirators led by Brutus and Cassius; in the second, Octav

and Cleopatra in 31 BC. From then onwards, Rome was ruled by members
families until the death of Nero in AD 68, firstly Augustus (Octavian), ther

and, tinaily, Nero.

On the assassination of the perverted emperor Gaius (Caligula) by the Pr
bodyguards), the guards eventually found Claudius in fear of his life hidiy
dragged him out and proclaimed him emperor. :

Claudius was very clever, even adding a few letters to the Latin language,
after his death, as was his suggestion that dots be put between words to a:
not exist at the time. Opinions vary about his disabilities, which would n
various wives; according to Suetonius Claudius 30, ¢ o his accession, B

%udd@nﬂy buamu exceliom

avoid assassination, which true, given the bloodthirstiness ar

es was very unfortunate; Suetordus states in Chapter 43
that he seemed fated to marry wives ‘who were unchaste but remained ur.
off his engagement to the first lady to whom he was betrothed because h
the second lady died on what was to be her wedding day; he divorced hi

His choice

was Messalina, who was only 15 when she married. She was anotorious §

eventually went too far, having an atfair with the consul Silius and going ¢

marriage while Claudius was away in Ostia. On hearing the news, he had;
followed a debate on whom Claudius should marry; among the three cax
whom he had divorced earlier, which eventually ruled her out. The seco
Paulina, whom the third candidate, Agrippina II, managed to get exiled.
Nero by a former husband (see Appendix 2) and was the pdece of Claudi
by Palias, a freedman of Claudius. Despite the cl onship, Claudi
a control freak and was very ‘cmublesom tldius and Nero by i
She was eventually murder ed by

which he 48 d ays visiting. He was also vor‘y Utez ate, writing 28 volu:
speeches, however, tended to be so rambling that Tacitus rewrote ther,

or phrase here and there for the sake of veracity.
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Tadtus’s Bias

In the opening chapter of the Annals, Tacitus states that he intends to wri
ef studio. How far he succeeds, however, is debatable — and would make
does not take long for his bias against the emperor Tiberius to show thro
account of Tiberius’s reign as follows: primum facinus novs principatus fuit
first crime of the new reign was the murder of A A stumus. 50, th

In the tollowing chapter, describy

Tiberius b
X ploits in ¢

ﬁmmg him implicitly and explicitly with Germanicus, w.
3 ény, although the problem with the German leader, Arp
many years later. In Annals, 1, 31, Tacitus contrasts Germanicus’s wonder
appearance and obscure speech of Tiberius. In Book 1, 62, Tacitus states t
action by Germanicus in the worst possible light (Tiberio cuncta in deterius
Chapter 17, Tacitus describes Tiberius as never kind towards the house o
Book 12, Tacitus denigrates Agrippina H, mainly for her interference in st
Chapters 1-24 and Chapter 57 where she accuses Narcissus of profiteerin
destroys Lepida.

Bias is often seen in the way in which Tacitus presents various explenatio
leaves the less favourable interpretation to the end, e.g. in Book 14, Chap
Agrippina’s lewdness, where he states, “or perhaps because the thought o
believable in a woman, who, in her girlish years, nitted adultery
gaining power’; see, also, the note on (1 ' 4-5. This method
his stated airm to write sine ira ¢ rakes his criticistn of earlier |
‘being influenced by ma somewhat unjustitied. As Goody
Tacitus (Ney
memory’,

However, this biased view of emperors has its antecedents in Tacitus’s ov
of the emperor Domitian, who was undoubtedly an even greater monster
murdering many senators, Domitian forbade the publication of any form
Tacitus had to wait until after Domitian’s death to publish his first two w
biography in praise of his father—in-taw, and the Germania. In the Agricols
not be grieved to have written the memory of their former slavery, and th
his portrayal of all the Julio-Claudian emperors. While they had many ba
dwells at length, the better side of the emperors, particularty Claudius, w.
administrator, is only occasionally seen. However, whereas Suetonius 1
cruelty and debauchery (Chapters 34-35), Tacitus rarely gives any such d

;e.g. in Book 11,13,
;md mentioncs hia; mﬂdne% to

Tacitus does praise Claudius on a ramb
censor and his construction of an

life,
as a means

wand, he does cntl cise Claudius’s dramm g of the Fucin
tacking Agrippina.
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Tadtus’s Sources

There was plenty of evidence from which Tacitus derived most of his inf
whose works have not been preserved, e.g. Aufidius Bassus and Servilius
that Tacitus went to considerable lengths to consult the evidence availabl
reveals his sources. Generally, he refers to guctoribus or sariptores, as in Ch
the writers of those times related that the poisgp A ed Claudius w
mushroom. However, in Book 1, Chang entions Pliny the Elder
refers specifically to the memg; pﬁna’s daughter for something
been reported by repperi in commentariis Agrippinae filine
names tw : s and Fabius Rusticus, and states that the other
Hus. He goes on to say that tradition (fama) inclined tow
ed three times in Books 13, 14 and 15.

agreed witl
is also men

Two main sources on which he relied heavily were the acta senatus, a rep
Senate, and the diurna acta, a daily report of events, to which he refers in
he could not tind any reference to Germanicus’s mother, Antonia, attend;
the historians, nor in the daily records of events — non apud scriptores reru
reperio. These records would have to be accurate, as they were written do
descendants of senators would also have their own family records to che
account {reperio apud... senatores lectas in senaty litteras — Book 2, 88). How
accounts, as Tacitus enlivens them with his rhetoric and personal comme
where he says that if Tiberius had finished his speech on the death of Dru
would have earned the pity of his audience, but he ruined the effect by ra

doubtless, o0 states elsewhere, hopm;J to adneve jmmcrtahtv throu gh
the portion of Tacitus’s Histories which would have dealt with the eruptio
Pliny’s letters have.

Tacitus often refers to rumours, e.g. 25.6, adnotabant periti, ‘experts noted’
does not inchude much of the scurrilous behaviour that Suetonius revels i
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Tadius’s Style

A detailed account of Tacitus’s style, with examples, is given in Fumeaux,:
and in Goodyear’s Tacifus. :

Syme, page 340, writing about Tacitus's Histories, states,
from the normal, and an insistent predilection for vy

‘Tacitus’s style a
1 grammatical f

ndensed, austere

Uis, there are many things to look for; a

When anal ysmé apa:
; : hd choice of words, particularly abstract nouns

brevity, rh

Abstract ne
Tacitus is very fond of using abstract nouns rather than adjectives. By usi
throws more emphasis onto it than it he had used an adjective. He seems
e.g. adulationibus (41.2) or in ~fas, e.g. egestas, (43.2), benignitate (43.6) and {

Afterthoughts E
Tacitus is very fond of adding extra bits at the end of a sentence, almost as
42.9. There is no technical term for this, as far as I know, perhaps “tacking

Balance and contrast

When using parallel pairs of phrases, Tacitus varies between balance and
imperatorio, illiom puerili habitu, where himc and iflum balance, but the abla
{noun, adjective, adjective, noun). }

Brevity
Tacitus makes descriptive passages r;
the reader can qupp}y forh

A leaving out words whi
S is caﬂcd olhpalﬂ Ihus, he usu

He uses the®&Storic present and infinitive frequently, almost as if he cann
endings of the various tenses! His sentenices are often loosely connected,
bothered to use subordinate clauses. It gives an overall impression of sp
events and descriptions. His brevity can be seen in Chapter 25, where the
the English translation is over nine lines. 5

Choice of words
Oftent Tacitus will use an unusual word for effect, or even invent a new wo
of 16 words which appear to be Tacitean inventions, though they may have,

He is also fond of words ending in -sor or -for, e.g. conciliator (25.2), educa
repertorem (53.2) and possessor (53.7).

He frequently uses impersonal verbs (se
He uses words in a strained

de, particularly Virgilian ones, e.g. desolatus {2
ond of and knowledgeable about Virgil. A particular fe
tural adjective as a noun, followed by a partitive genitive,

ense, e.g. exercemus {(43.8) and fre

He often ug
seems to by
of the neut
Aeneas, wandering around Carthage, marvels at the paving of the roads,
would appeal to a Roman; by using the neuter plural, Virgil throws emphy
rather than the genitive. So, Tacitus borrows this usage, as in 56.7, religua l
the lake’, and montiumague edita, “the high parts of the mountains’. '
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He also uses words and phrases ‘borrowed” from Sallust and Livy.

He seems o have been quite fond of the prefixes prae and per, e.g. the adjec
and praecipiti (66.3): verbs, praesumeret, (41.7) and praeficeretur (42.5), perrup
perpetrat (58.4). According to Syme, page 717, he uses pracvaleo 12 times in t
of the prefixes in- and im-, e.g,. fmfecunditate (43.7), impatiens (82.3), innumera

and potentium (42.9).

Rhetorical points

b juxtapc

S sibilance, simile, synecdoche

B balance, brevity

A abstract nouns, afterthoughits, alliteration, enacoleuthon, anaphora,
assonance and asyndeton

C  chiasmus, choice of words, connecting relative, contrast

H  hendiadys, historic present/infinitive

Again, these rhetorical points will be dealt with as they occur in the text.
with which you are unfamiliar, see the glossary of stylistic terms at the eng
examples of the points which cccur in the prescribed sections of Book 12. ¢

Appendix 3 for examples.

He also varies constn siving reasons or explanations, using e

followed al or purpose clause.

Roman authors were greatly influenced by their predecessors, even to th
phrases, similes and events. Whereas this is frowned upon in modern tim
authors should draw upon their Greek and Latin predecessors. Thus, Vir
copying and improving the original. The three authors who influenced T
undoubtedly Sallust, Livy and Virgil. In Tacitus’s third work, Dinlogus, 2(
that orators were expected to use poetical phrases in their speeches, parti
Horace, Virgil and Lucan. The influence of Virgil is seen both in adaptati
on 58.3) and in grammatical usages, e.g. the use of the dative, rather than
contracted form -ere for -erunt or -eris,

Tacitus also uses rarer grammatical or syntactical f¢
the accusative, e.g. infellegens falsi (26.4),
other authors had used this, e.g 1.2

z. the genitive
> of the gerundive

Hint — when memori s to use in the examination, try to find

lustrate ;
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Translation and Notes

summary of Chaplers 1-24

The first few chapters deal with discussions as to who should succeed M
wife and Agrippina’s scheming to secure this marriegzsiith Claudius and:

found guilty, and his sister :

day that Agri fiidius, Silanus committed suicide.

#rippina persuades Claudius to recall Seneca, a notable p
from exile, so that he could become Nero's tutor. Chapter 9 deals with the
Octavia; they married four years later, when Nero was 16. ’

In Chapter

Chapters 10-14 describe Claudius’s dealings with the Parthians, while Lh

war with Mithridates.
Chapter 22 describes how Agrippina got rid of Loliia Paulina, the third wi}
association with astrologers and magicians. Claudius banished her, but ¢

arranged for her forced suicide.

Chapters 23-24 deal with Claudius’s extension of the city’s boundaries.

Detail of Britannicus from an AD 45 statue with him and his o
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5

Chapter 25: Pallas urges Uaudius to adopt Nero,

C. Antistic M. Suillic consulibus adoptic in Domitium auctoritate Pallants fe
Agrippinae ut conciliator nuptiarum et mox stupro eius inligatus, stimulaba
pubilicag, Britannici pueritiam robore circumdaret: sic apud divum Augustur
subnixurm, viguisse privignos; a Tiberio super prope) '

accingeret iuvene partem curaruin capes

Translalic

i

em Germanicur

“ictus triennio matorey

In the consulships of C. Antistius and M. Suillius the adoption regarding
the authority of Pallas, who, bound to Agrippina as matchimaker of the m
adultery with her, pressed Claudius to consider the interests of the state a
Britannicus: similarly with the divine Augustus, although he was relying
flourished; Germanicus had been adopted by Tiberius over his own offsp
himselt with a voung man who would take on part of the cares of admini
{arguments), he preferred Domitius, older by a period of three years, to h
the Senate in the same manner as that which he had received from his fre
adoption was found after this among the patrician Claudians, and they h
from (the time of} Attus Clausus.

Grammar and franslation notes

5

1

wR

festi

eitis must refer to Agrippina; if it referred to Pallas, Tacitus would hav

C. Antistio M. Suillio co e of time within which.
in Domits

‘toric present; translate it as a past tense.

subject of the sentence.
consuleret. .. circumdarel: understand uf with both verbs, as the verbs

rei publicae: consido followed by the dative means ‘consult the interes
accusative, it means ‘consult’.

pueritiam robore circumdaref: literally, “to surround the boyhood with
paraphrased as ‘to strengthen the boyhood'.

quamquant... subnixign: normally, quamguam takes the indicative, but

adsumptum: understand s

Gmand, as in lines 2-3.

i means both “care” and “administrationy’. Tacitus seems
here. Claudius wanted someone to share in the problems of governt
‘cares of admirdstrationy.

capessitire is a tuture participle agreeing with fuvene, ‘a young man wi

elation to', so translate as ‘regarding Domiy

sion of parts of the verb ‘tobe’ is ¢

the term used for a man old encugh to serve in the army, so anyone b
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his: understand ‘arguments’; Claudius is the subject of evictus.

friennio: ablative of the measure of difference.

maioren natu: literally “greater in (respect of) birth’, so “older’; natu is

eundem in guem... modum: I have translated 1t literally “in the same m
basically, Tacitus is saying that this speech was v

nslating Tacitus;

1-3

keeping with the title of the work, Annals, so this is AD 50.

Domitium: his full name was Ludius Domitius Ahenobarbus; after his
name, Nero Claudius Caesar Dirusus Germanicus, and on the death
emperor. The Domitian family were powerful aristocrats; an earlier
opposed Julius Caesar and was largely responsible for the civil war b
led by Pompey.

Pallantis: Pallas was originally from Greece, but became enslaved an
mother of Claudius, who set him free. Un her death, he was employ
and, along with two other freed men, Narcissus and Callistus, he be
advisers. Pallas became very rich (see Chapter 53) and is mentioned
men of his time. On the death of Messalina, Pallas edvised Claudius

¥ tell out of favour, as

was in charge of the emperor’s corr e
‘ ey Pallas’s association with

remarry his second wife, P

: “casions, Chapter 65 and Book 14, Chapter
histor o, all too keen to mention scurrilous events, makes ¢
adulter Then Nero became em peror, he decided to get rid of his m
too much influence over him, so he decided first to dismiss Pallas in
wealth of Pallas, Nero eventually had him poisoned in AD 63,

auctoritate... circumdaret: Syme, page 707, suggests that the proposal
given by Claudius himself, as was the remark that no one had been a
tamily (Suetonius, Cluudins, Chapter 39), which Tacitus attributes to ¢
weight in the choice of circumdaref which literally means ‘surround’ ai
and hostile surroundings. This is exactly what is happening to Britar

Agrippinae: te. Agrippina IL; see Appendix 2. She was the daughter o
end so the great-granddaughter of Augustus via Julia on one side, an

1k civcumidaret 1s a chiasmus (verb, ol
hat towards his own family. Note the omi

puerifigit. at this time, Britannicus was only nine vears old. He was t
Messalina, narmned Britannicus because of his father’s successes in Bri
heir, he was regarded by Agrippina as an obstacle to her own son Ne
Unsurprisingly, she had Britannicus poisoned in AD 55.
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Look agaoin of lines 13, As we begin the prescribed text, consider how T
on Agripping. What does he say? Consider the influence she has and Ta

34  uepotibus subnixum, viguisse privignos is another chiasmus (noun, verb

to Marcellus, /
Adant. As Augustus had
e arranged for Julia to marry £

viguisse privignos: see Appendix 1. Taci
successive hushands of Julia, his
look elsewhere forap
death of Marce 1) :
adop Oi 1 his brother Dirusus; however, on the death of }
becary ‘

a Tiberio super propriam stirpem Germanicum adsumphum: this bald stat
account of the circumstances involved, for Augustus forced Tiberius
heir, although Tiberius had a son of his own {propriam stirpem), Drus
Vipsania; Augustus also forced Tiberius to divorce Vipsania, in order.
daughter of Augustus; this marked out Tiberius as his successor. Th
adoption sounds as if it was a voluntary actiony; far from it. For ther
both of Augustus’s actions, even going into exile for seven years to e
according to Tacitus (Annals 1.53).

Germanicum: originally Nero Claudius Drusus, he was given the title

his victories over the Germans, by which he recoverad two of the eag
of AD 9. His father was the brother of Tiberi erefore, a mer
married Agrippina Ii, daughter of Julis ¢ a member of the |
was extremely popular, whi oon o Tiberius’s natural rese

partem curarum capessifuro: the alliteration of ¢ and r possibly emiphas
the emperor.

friennio. .. Domitiun: Domitius was born in December 37 and so was
Claudius’s son {fifio), Britarmicus, was borm in February 41, so Domitiy
Britanmicus. :

anteponit: by the adoption, Nero was on equal terms with Britanmicus
preferred to him by Claudius.

fiberto: e, Pallas.

patricios: the patricians were descendant
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Chapter 26: The effect of Nero's adoption on |

ceterum actae principi grates, quaesitiore in Domitium adulatione; rogatagueé

Claudiam et nomen Neronis transiret. augetur et Agrippina cognomento Aug

nemo adeo expers misericordiae fuit guem non Britannici fortuna masrore

3

etiam servilibus ministeriis perintempestiva nover in ludibrium v

5 neque enim segnem el fuisse indolem fer 0, seu periculis comy

sine experimento.

Translat

Moreover, thanks were given to the emperor, with more exquisite flattery
proposed by which he might pass over to the Claudian family and (adop
was also enriched with the surname Augusta. When these things were ac
devoid of pity that the misfortune of Britannicus did not fill them with soz
deprived of the services of slaves, he made a mockery of the very ill-timed
recognising their falsity. For they say his character was by no means lazy
commended because of the dangers he had faced, he held the reputation v

Urammar and franslation notes

1 actae... rogataque: understand sunt with actae, and est with rogataguie; t
senators, as Claudius has just made a speech in the

snate.

Howev® Tacitus complicates the sense by using fransiret as a zeugm
objects with a different meaning for each).

2 quibus patratis: ablative absolute; guibus is a conmecting relative prono
things’, not ‘which things’.

3 quem... adficeret: a result clause, signposted by fam expers; note that t
non not ne. adficere is used with various abstract nouns, and is a goo
composition, e.g. poena adficere, to punish, praemio adficere, to reward,
means ‘make sorrowful, fill with sorrow’. COPYRIGHT

PROTECTED

4 perintempestiva: the word is not in Lewis and Short, A Latin Dictionary.
timed’, and per means “very’, so, ‘very ill :
‘obsequious’. An interesting suggestion
and the two words were join

tirned

sh I suspect ity
citus wrote ‘puer’, w

2o

intellegens 1 adjective; see the Introduction, page

falsi: g
5 eiisd L2 ssdssion with fuisse, an alternative to using habere.

fuisse in®iem: indirect statement.

periculis: ablative of cause.
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Context and style notes

1 quaesitiore... adulatione: a typical example of “tacking o, Tacitusisvy
comiment, usually expressed in the ablative absolute, to a sentenice w

guaesitiore: the root of the adjective is quaer-, which means ‘seek’. Th
L artificial’, On
te than the tha
had ditficulty finding r

good sense, ‘exquisite, complimentary’, and akt
imply that the flattery given to Nero was,
suspect that Tacitus is hinting the
and had to search harde

o

2 augetur

Augus: s title had been given to Livia, the wife of Augustus, an

was seeh by Agrippina as granting her additional power.

3 nmemo... expers: litotes, the use of two negatives to express a strong po
‘everyone was full’. The sentence is unusually long-winded for Taci
everyone felt sorry for Britannicus. There is an example of assonanc
maergre, 50 one can only assume that Tacitus has sacrificed brevity in

Britanstici: the son of Claudius and Messalina, his third wife. Octavia
was married to Nero, Agrippina’s son. See Appendix 2.

desolatus: a poetical word, apparently first used by Virgil; Tacitus an
in prose.

perintempestiva: if this is what Tacitus wrote, it illustrates his liking fo

1. How does Tacitus depict the ‘sad situation’ of Britannicus?

2. How does Tacitus, by his choice of words, show that he thought Brito

summary of Chaplers 27-40

These chapters deal with various problems, mainly rebellions, in Germar
were led by Caratacus, who was eventually defe e Roman gove
Tacitus describes in great detail. Carata ' Ic fprisoner to Rome a
and made an appeal to Claudius ) im and his family. Thix
the Romans relaxed their gu Slipon the Britons attacked and put
destroying thesvh; . ‘storius rallied the troops, however, and th
making sk her than fighting full-scale battles. Betore he coulc
the BritonsGg@#over, Ostorius died and was replaced by Aulus Didius as
on the way to Britain, the Silures inflicted another defeat on the Romans.
among the Britons themselves, with Rome supporting Cartismandua aga

Romans eventually defeated. :
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Chapter 41: Nero enfers public life

Ti. Claudio gquintum Servio Cornelio Orfito consulibus virilis toga Neroni maty

publicae habilis videretur. et Caesar adulationibus senatus libens cessitutv

consulatum Nero iniret atque interim designatus proconsulare imperium e:

princeps iuventutis appellaretur. additurm nomine e v militi, co

circensium, quod adquirendis vulgi stu ritannicus in praetex
travecti sunt; spectaret po e imperatorio, illum puerili habit

utriusque pra

Transiahio?

In the consulships of Tiberius Claudius — for the fitth time — and Servius C
of the) manly toga to Nerc was accelerated, so that he might seem suitable:
Also, the emperor willingly vielded to the flattering suggestions of the
upon the consulship in the 20th vear of his life and in the meantime, as cot
proconsular power outside the city and be called leader of the youth. A di
soldiers in Nero’s name, (and) a handout for the plebs. Also, at a performg
which was provided in order to get the goodwill of the mob, Britannicus 1
Nero in triumphal clothing: (the reasoning was that) the people should 1
glory and the former in bovhood apparel and would theretore anticipate

R S

Grammar and franslation notes

1 Ti... consulibus: ablative of time

> note on Chapter 25, ﬁneé
means ‘for the fifth tin 5

b

comparative, but later writers tended to use guo even when there was;
sentence, as here. :

capessendae vel publicae: dative of purpose after habilis; an alternative t
2 Cpesar: i.e. Claudius. |
adulationibus: the plural implies that many of the senators were S’u,ggest%a
vicesinig... anno: ablative of time wher :
4 ludicro: “at a performance’, ablative of place where.
5 adguirendis... studiis: dative of purpose; cf. line 2

(

triumphiali veste: ablative of description

tood}; decore imyg
also ablatives of description. :

6  spectaref: virtual o vhether it is a purpose or causal clause;

func.

11s one’ refers to the nearer of the two; therefore,
refers | ‘

one further away, so ‘the former’.
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Context and siyle notes

1

Ga

7

Orfito: little is known about Orfitus, other than that he was put to dea

virilis toga: a toga with a purple stripe, foga praetexts, was worn by boy
when they were given the manly toga, foga virilis, which was pure w
yvear, Nero was only 13 years old and not yet eligible for the mandy

this, & s had grantad the u)nsulahlp to boih of hls grand%onc:
20, Hd , under the republic, the minirnum age for the consulshig
candidates for the consulship had normally been quaestors, praetors &

the consulship. A further restriction was that the consulship could noj
years had elapsed, though this was often flouted, e.g. Marius held the
years between 104 and 100 BC and Octavian/Augustus had 12 consuls;

proconsulare imperiuim: there were two words for the powers held by
magistrates held potestas, but consuls held imperiiom, which, in additi
potestas, inchuded the right to put citizens to death and to raise armies;
and provinces outside ltaly needed governors with imperium, the gove
ex-praetors, were given imperium proconsulare in order to govern the
could only be held outside Rome {extra urbem); Augustus alone had th
assumed a greater power (imperiim maius), overriding everyone else.

urbem: 1.e. Rome.

princeps iuventutis: prior to the ru
occurred first on thf_ cen
However, Aug
the it
as the

, this title was given
ihe Equites, so, in effect, he was
fitle to His g grandsons Gaius in 5 BC, and
“the sons of the emperor as an introduction to p
1’8 SUCCeSSOT.

donativum militi, congiarium plebei: note the balance. The security of th
wholly on the support of the army, as Claudius’s accession proved, v
behind a curtain by a member of the Praetorian Guard and prodaim
the tour emperors, also proved the importance of the armies” support,
people onside also, so gifts of money, oil and corn and public shows ¥
populdarity of the emperor.

circensium: these were chariot races, usually held at the Circus Maxim :
people at this time; prior to the start of the races, a procession took p
sunt), which gave Claudius an opportunity to mark his son Britannicy
off his stepson, Nero, in triumnphal garb, though wh
anybody’s guess!

hunc. .. habitu: balance, with a chd L Uiz,

Adjective
Hecore imperatorio,
puerili habitu
Object Adjective MNoun

praesumeret: note the use of the prefix prae-; see the Introduction, page
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10

Chapler 41 conl. Agrippina persuades Claudius 1o get rid

simul qui centurionum tribunorumgue sortem Britannici miserabantur, rem
speciem honoris; etiam libertorum si quis incorrupta fide, depellitur tali occ

Britannicum nomine, ile Domitiun salutavere. quod ut discordiae initium A

i

maritum defert: sperni guippe adoptionem, quasq int patres, iuss

abrogart; ac nisi pravitas tam infensa dog &tur, eruptura in publ
his guasi criminibus optimu catorewm filii exilio aut morte ad

custodiac eiu

Translatic

At the same time, those of the centurions and tribunes who were pitying
removed on false pretexts, and others under the pretence of some distine
the freedmen had incorruptible loyalty, he was driven out on a similar pr
other, Nero greeted Britanmicus by name, Britannicus greeted the other a
this to her hushand with much complaining as the begirming of disharme
the adoption was being disregarded, and what the senators had resolved
being annulled within their own home; and unless the wickedness of tho
hostility was prevented, it would break out to the ruination of the state.

if they were accusations, (Claudius) exiled or killed all the best teachers a
assigned by his stepmother in charge of him.

5

Grammar and franslation notes

8  centurionum tribunorumn
of which qui is

enitive; the genitive represents

siiild sunt.

9 honoris 15 vague; presumably they were transferred to another post.

distinction or other’.

si guis: understand erat “if there was anyone who...".

incorrupta fide: ablative of description.

10 ille: Le. Britannicus; see the note on line 6.

salutavere = salutaverunt.
it tit: ablati f d ibing h h di COPYRIGHT

multo questis: aplabtive of marnmner, describinig how she reported it
e i F PROTECTED

11 maritum: ie. Claudius.

sperni: virtual orafio obliqua; understand

12 infensa is neuter plural accusative, the object of docentinm, “of those wh

eruptirg is a future participle, agreeing with pravitas.
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12 commotus: the subject is Claudius understood.
13 optimum quemque: this use of the superlative with guisque is an idiom,

exilio aut morte adficit: see the note on Chapter 26.3.

datos is used here as a noun, ‘people assigned’; this use of the partici
feature of Tacitus’s style; see the Introduction,

Context and sivle nofes
8

sortern iy fers to the assumed preference of Claudius for his nephy
son Britermicus. Although the measures taken here were done by ]
instigated by Agrippina, who was scheming to make her son Nero e
beginning of Chapter 42, nondum. .. summa moliri audebat.

8-9  fictis coitsis... per speciem honoris: variatio, an ablative absolute follow
9 speciem: Tacitus seerns fond of this word, but there was a lot of pretenc
depellitur: note the switch to the historic present, which continues to t

9-10  Nere Britannicum: the juxtaposition highlights the rivalry and antipath
succeed Claudius. :

10 Domitiun: the point is that Britannicus should have called Domitius

11

penates are household gods, but here, it is simply a picturesque way o}

12 docentium: among Nero's tutors from AD 49 was the famous philosop
who was one of Nero’s advisors when he became emperor. Agrippi
recall Seneca from exile in AD 49 in order to be a tutor for Nero, and,
‘because he was believed to be hostile to Claudius’ (Chapter 8.3).

in publicam perniciem: note the alliteration of p again. Whether Agrip

suits Tacitus’s purpose given the portents which occur in the next ch COPYRIGHT
12-13 commotus his: chiastic varintio on his evictus {25.5), which means the sa PROTECTED
13 educatorens: note the use of a noun ending in -f e Introductior

How does Tacitus me : at he does not like Agripping?
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Chapter 42: Agrippina exploits her pov :

nondum tamen summa moliri Agrippina audebat, ni praetoriarum cohortium

Geta et Rufrius Crispinus, quos Messalinae memores et liberis eius devincto

cohortes ambitu duorum et, st ab uno regerentur, intentiorem fore disciplin

i

transtertur regimen cohortium ad Burrum Afraniu e militaris famze

5 sponte praeficerstur. suum quoque fastic siila extollere altius: car
qui honos sacerdotibus et WSS concessus venerationem augeba
genitam, Sorogmt
exemplum cet guae praecipuus propugnator eius Vitellius, validissim
{adeo incertae sunt potentium res) accusatione corripitur, deferente funio Ly
10 malestatis et cupidinem hmperil obiectabat; praebuissetque aures Caesar, ni

quam precibus mutatus esset, ut accusatori aqua atque igni interdiceret. hac

Transiation

However, Agrippina did rot yet dare to attempt hey most imiportant aim, 3
Rufrius Crispinus were removed from the menagement of the praetorian
they remembered Messalina and were devoted to her children. Therefor E
stated that the cohorts were being pulled apart by the ambition of these t
by one, discipline would be tighter, the control of the col;orts was transfe

power), was brought to trial by an accusation, the senator Junius Lupus
charged him with the crimes of treason and a desire for supreme power;
him, if he had not been changed by the threats of Agrippina, more than b
banished the accuser from water and fire. This was as much as Vitellius ha

Urammar and ranslation notes

COPYRIGHT

2 Messalinae memores: adjectives and verbs of remembering and forgettiy PROTECTED
geritive case. ‘

1 summa: literally,” the highest things’, so "her most important aim’; #i -

devinctos: understand esse to comple

2-3  The thread of the senten

4-5  cuius sponfe praeficerefuy: indirect question.
&  exfollere... ingredi: historic infinitives, making the scene more vivid.

6-7 quam... fuisse is an indirect statement governed by unicum... exemplitr
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9-18

10

16-11
11

Context and siyle notes

qui rerum potifus sit: subjunctive because it is a relative clause inside ¢
atter potifus sit, one of the tew verbs which take an object in the genit

guae 1s a connecting relative pronoury translate it as “these (events)’.

validissima gratia, aeiate extrema: ablatives of description; see the note

criminag maiestatis et cupidinem imperii: the geniti
verbal idea contained in the nouns gover;
supreme power.

both objective
, LUpUs is accusir

praebuissefque aures;

minis... precibus: instrumental ablatives.

aqua atque igni inferdiceret: this was the formula for banishing people {3

to water and fire and depriving them of their property. However, th
country to which they wished to go, as opposed to exilium in insulam
Octavia, Nero's first wite, suffered, both being exiled to the island of

civates that although Agrippina has
e later date.

Their jc
Italy, they had great power and influence, e.g. their role in proclaimi

was to act as the emperor’s bodyguard, and as no other tro

an earlier emperor, Tiberius, one commander, Sejanus, virtually cont
retired to Capri, but he overstepped his power and was executed for
also, the note on Burrus below,

Messalinae: the previous wife of Claudius; see the Introduction, page 4
{iberis eius: 1.e. Britannicus and Octavia, who became the first wife of

distrahi... uxore: note the position of these words at the beginning and.
emphasising the division in the Fraetorian cohorts and the wife of Cla

: he last king of Rom
2d one person to have suprer

transfertur: note the switch from the past tenses to the historic present.

Burrum Afranium: Burrus held sole comnmand of the Praetorian Guar
Agrippina and became tutor and advisor to Nero, whose accession to
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67

9-18
10-11

16 Burrus assisted; see Chapter 69. He also assisted Nero in the mur
favour and died in AD 62, allegedly poisoned by Nero,

egregige militaris famae: a rare compliment, though there is Little evide
only been a tribune, not a commander of legions.

suum... altius: again, the first and last words are emphatic; having se
commander of the Guard, Agrippina now ¢

S ON IProving
summa {line 1), as

outrage felt by Tacitus over Agrippina’s actions here, as she was not
carperifum (qui honos. .. concessis), although Messalina had also done
had no venerationem for Agrippina, whom he continues to slander at ¢

imperatore genitam: Imperator was a title given to triumphant comimand
the Great. Under the Empire, it camne to be used for ‘Emperor’, but here,
Tiberius to Agrippina’s father, Germanicus, in recognition of his militay
also, of course ‘sprung from an Emperor’, as she was the great-grandd
sororem... matrent: Agrippina was the sister of the emperor Gatus (Ca

Claudius and mother of the future emperor, Nero; as Tacitus states, i
his time; see Appendix 2 for the relationships. :

praecipuys propugnator: note the use prae- and a noun end

&
S

validissima grafia, netate extrema: chiastmus (adjective, noun, noun, adje§
two superlatives, Z

potentium: the participle is used as a noun, here, ‘those in power’; se

deferente lunio Lupo senafore: a good example of
“tacking ort, where Tacitus adds a phrase, often
an ablative absolute, as here, to a sentence which
is already complete.

criming maiestatis et cupidinem imperii: balance

minis magis quam precibus mutatus es
alliteration of m and s emphy
contempt for Agrin

~42, how successful is Agripping in improving the status of
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Chapter 45: Portends and famine in Ro |

multa eo anno prodigia evenere. insessum diris avibus Capitolium, crebris tey
domus, ac dum latius metuitur, trepidatione vulgl invalidus quisque obtrit;

orta ex eo fames in prodigium accipiebatur. nec occulti tantum questus, sed

circumvasere clamoribus turbidis, pulsumque ine ori partem vi ur

longinguas ip

Aegyptur Us, navibusgue et casibus vita populi Romani permissa e

Transiation

Many portents happened in that year. The Capitol was occupied by bird
destroyed by frequent earthquakes, and while it was feared more widely
trodden upon by the panic of the crowd; shortage of crops also, and the £
were regarded as a portent. Not only were there hidden complaints, but
justice, (people) surrounded him with boisterous shouts, and when they
part of the forum, they pressed upon him with violence, until he broke th
group of soldiers. It was established that there were 15 days’ provisions
the extreme circumstances were relieved by the great kindness of the god
winter. But, by Hercules, in the past, Italy produced provisions for the le
and the difficulty now is not because of infertilih eap Africa and
the Roman people has been entrusted fc

evenere
be noted.

enerunt; cf. civcumuoasere, line 4. As the -ere form is so comn

1-2  insessum... provutae... obiriti: understand the relevant part of esse wit
frequent in Tacitus that further examples will not be included unless
to understand the Latin. insessum originally meant ‘sat upon’ but ca
Why Tacitus did not simply write aves dirae Capitolio insedere is anyor

2 dum.. metuitur: dum takes the present indicative, if the main verb interr
guisque obtriti:*all the weak (people): see the note on Chapter 41.13.

frugum is a partitive genitive, ‘crops’ being the obinciof the need. Lit

pulsumque agrees with Claudium understood from the previous clause;

fori: partitive genitive.
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5  The word order is as follows: constitif (It was established that” + acc.
{(provisions) quindecim dierum superfuisse (were lett) urbi, non amplius.

guindecim dievum: gen of definition,

urbi: i.e. Rome, as in Chapter 41.3.

6 deum = deorum.

rebus extremis: dative after the comp wventum, the norma

Lk practice in the ancient world to
oath. It is doubtful if there was any rel
ay when people say ‘O my God’.

fercule: by Hercules; it v
making a strong
more

7 laboraty e nec with infecunditate, ‘not because of infertility’, ablati
impersonal verbs, e.g. metuitur, line 2, constifif, line 5 and subvenfum,

8 exercemus: an odd choice of word; elsewhere Tacitus uses it with solu
have used ‘reap” here.

Conlext and style nofes

1 multa... prodigin: enclosing order; unlike his predecessor, Livy, who £
portents in his Hisfory, this is the first list of portents in the Annals.

1-3  prodigia... prodiginm: scholars debate whether Tacitus believed in om
scholar N P Miller believed that what was more important to Tacitus
created. When we consider the atmosphere created frere, it is noticea
discuss the portents immediately after the,ghiif s “nisrating Agrippin
did not like strong women and A s'an excellent target. Is
disasters in Rome?

ularly the owl, were considered ill omens

=3 temple of Jupiter, which was situated on Mons Ca
i the middle of the city. The hill also contained two lesser
It was regarded as the citadel, where the last stand was made agains

2 metuitur, trepidatione: note the variatio, as both words are connected v
abstract noun ending in -fo.

obtriti: Furneaux makes the point that a mob rurming through the n@ré
would have casily resulted in people being trampled to death. :

Frugum... egestas: in Chapter 19, Suetonius states that Claudius took ce
shortage, including compensating merchants for loss of ships in stor
reward to shipbuilders for new transport ships. He a

[so built a new

consequently, this cheap labour caused a decline in the ruumbers of 1
land. This change led to Rome becoming dependent on the provine
reference to navibusque et casibus in line 8.
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63}

prodigium: polyptoton with prodigia in line 1.

ira reddentern Claudium: the emperor tended to try the more importar%
crimes and cases involving people of high rank. He also tried cases
by right to the emperor, as St Paul did (Acts 25.11). Suetonius, Claud
‘behaviour in court varied unpredictably’, and that he was ‘sometim
other times downright foolish’. Suetonius the n to relate sev
Claudius in a bad Hght.

© st three lines. Whot atmosphere is created b
vte to the atmosphere? &

Claudiiom circumvasere clamoribus: the alliteration of ¢ (a harsh-soundin
the noisy shouts of the mob. ‘

infensos: the adjective is used here as a noury; cf. pofentium (42.9) and
dewm benignitate et modestia hiemis: chiasmus (ABBA).
extremis: polyptoton, as extremam occurred in line 4.

at: this particle usually denotes a contrast with what has preceded, or A
contrasts what took place in the past contrasted with the present state:

Note the position of lfalin and Africam towards the begirming of their
emphasising the change of source tor their food. 5

longinguas in provincias: it was good stvle
noun; of. Chapter 56.2, facu in ip

. Tacitus rarely uses this ¢
in familiom Claudiom ang :

2, in publicam pernicient.
infecunds
Intro

preposition bety:

tract noun ending in -fas; cf. egestas, line 2, bey

ot

summary of Chaplers 44-51

Chapters 44-51 deal with the war between the Armenians, supported by
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Chapter 52: Furius and Vibia are banis

Fausic Sulla Salvic Othone consulibus Furius Scribonianus in exilium agitur,
Chaldaeos scrutaretur. adnectebatur crimini Vibia mater eius, ut casus prioy
impatiens. pater Scriboniani Camillus arma per Dalmatiam moverat; idque a
Cagsar, quod stirpem hostilem iterum conservaret
5  fortuita an per venenum extinctus esse
factum senatus consultum atrox g

ordine senatorio spon

Transiatic

ne imen exuli longa

idit, vulgavere. der
Fudati debine oratione principis

rotique gui remanendo impudentiam pa

In the consulships of Faustus Sulla and Salvius Otho, Furius Scriborius w
grounds that he enquired about the death of the emperor by means of ast
was connected with the charge, as she was intolerant of her former fortu
Camillus, the father of Scribonianus, had raised an armed rebellion throu
drawing out this matter with a view towards meicy, in that he was savin
However, the exile did not have a long life after this. Whether he was de
or by means of poison, according to each person’s belief — they spread if ay
decree of the Senate about expelling astrologers from Italy was passed. A
family poverty, had left the senatorial order of their own accord, were pras
emperor, while those who were adding shamelessness to their poverty by:
removed (from it).

Uramimar and franslation notes

5

~3

Fausto Sulla Salvio Othon

visil Clause; guasi means ‘as if’, so ‘on the grow
teason is alleged. Note that the historic present g
Subjunctive; see the note on Chapter 41.11.

quasi.
subju
tense

crimini: dative after a compound verb. This construction was guite oo
Virgil, but in prose a preposition with the accusative was more norma

casus: genitive after the adjective impations.

trahebat: a typical example of Tacitus straining the meaning of a word.
and Tacitus was probably implying that Claudius was taking his time
translated it ‘was dragging out this matter’. English has a similar met

quod... conservaret: causal clause in the subjunctive, as this is what Cl
exuli: dative of possession with fuit.

morte... extinctus esset: indirect question, wiil
instrumental ablative. :

vuigavere: the main verb Sw on from what has preceded iy

ftalia: norm:
ordine rablative of separation.
cederent... adicerent: the subjunctives are generic, referring to two dif

motigue: “were removed’; Tacitus sometimes used the root verb rathe
where moti = remoti; cf. pellendis = expellendis in line 5.
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Context and style notes

1

[

Fausto Sulla Snlvie Othone consulibus: i.e. AD 52; see the note on Chapt
Sulla Felix was a descendant of the dictator Sulla and was married ¢
his second wite, Aelia Faetina, As a son of Claudius, the emperor Ne
he was exiled for allegedly plotting against Nero in AD 59 and murd

line 3 reodiiion fai.led; after fwe d.dys when. his troops deserted.
island Ya and committed suicide. Although his son escaped pun

were exiled in AD B2 for allegedly consulting astrologers about the likg

Tacitus explains in the rest of the sentence.
agitur: note the historic present.

Chaldneos: the Chaldaeans were noted astrologers, and the word cam
any specific reterence to their nationality.

rvelegata erat: presumably she had been banished in AD 42 after the col
in which her husband took a leading part, to which casus prioris reter

Camillus: see the note on line 1.

iterum: Claudius had not punished the son when his father revolted

second time he was considering leniency.

maorte... per venenuni: an excellent !
prepositional phrase. Is s follows his normal practice,
ton, page 5

7 - inrituni: the most important words are plac
i pelling astrologers... (proved) useless’. Note how Tacit
inritunt — the tone is “and it didn't work anyway’.

Note the balance — laudati. .. gui. .. cederent, motique qui. .. adicerent. Nc
words for “poverty’, angustins and paupertaii.

ordine senaforio: this was a property qualification. In the sixth century §

divided the citizens into six classes comprising 193 centuries based o
citizens had to provide for service in the army. The top two classes v
and the first class, who were heavy-armed intantry (80), so they had
voting in the Comitia Cenfuriata.

Augustus revised the system, and the qualifica the senatorius
you tell below this amount, you could ;

How typical is this chapter of Taciius’'s approach to recording history? Co
his comments and the language he uses.

¥ parintio, instrumental abi

anber of the Senate,
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Chapter 55: Pallas is honoured

inter quae refert ad patres de poena feminarum quae servis coniungerentur
domino ad id prolapsae in servitute, sin consensisset, pro libertis haherentu
eius relationis ediderat Caesar, praetoria insignia et centies quinquagies ses

designatus Barea Soranus. additum a Scipione Cor s publice agend

laudibus ¢

Transiation

Among these events {Claudius) referred to the senators the question of th
becarne married to slaves; and it was decided that if they had sunk to this
of their master, they should be considered as slaves, but as freedwomen i
whom Claudius had declared to be the author of that proposal, Barea Sor
proposed the distinctions of a praetor and fifteeny million sesterces. Corne
should be offered publicly (to Boranus), because, although he was descen
he esteemed his very ancient nobility less than the public need and allow
among the ministers of the emperor. Claudius avowed that Pallas was h
continued within his former poverty. And a decree of the Senate was fixe;
whereby the freedman who possessed 300 millious 1 ies was heaped w
long-standing thrift. A

(rammar and frans!

coniungtyentur: generic subjunctive, denoting the type of women wh
1-2  ignaro domiing: ablative absolute with a conditional sense, “if the mast

2 haberentur; indirect command; hagbere is sometimes used, as here, mea
meaning ‘as, in the category of’.

centies quinguagies sesterfiym: this means 15 million sesterces.

[$3]

4  grates... agendas (esse): agendas is a gerundive of obligation with esse u
statement, ‘that thanks should be offered”.

regibus Arcadine: ablative of origin, ‘sprung tfrom the kings of Arcadia §

5

in 5. Greece)'.

ower than somethi

wR

postponeref: postponere is to place on

7 sestertii ter milies: 300 i, . This is a huge amount of mor

aere is

rackets as it was not in the original manuscripts, bu‘&%
VIILG,

wnich he oriticises this decree.
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Context and style notes

2

o

profapsne: i view of Tacitus’s careful choice of words, the use of prola
tallen, sunk’, shows his disparaging attitude towards women marryi

in seyvitute... pro libertis: variatio in the use of the two contrasting phr

Pallanti: see C haplei 25.1. Tacitus Qlomflcan { - Palizmti first w

~1t,, Pliny wfom 0 i’aﬂas asa sﬂaw, not a iroedman It is ah
have read Pliny’s letter, as they were great friends (see the Introducti

repertorent: note the noun ending in -tor and possessor in line 7.

practoria insignin: the distinctions of a praetor, the second highest ma
a toga with a purple stripe, the sella curulis, an ivory chair, on which
business, and the right to be accompanied in Rome by two lictors (at
rods surrounding an axe). However, these distinctions did not includ
freedmen were not allowed this privilege.

centies quinguagies... censuif consul: the alliteration of ¢/g is noticeable,
intentional, Tacitus is showing his disapproval of a freedman posses
of money; see below. ;

Scipione Cornelio: P. Cornelius Lentulus Scipio (Tacitus often reverses
was consul in AD 56. In Book 11.2, Tacitus relates that Claudius asked
to dinner, why his wife was not with him. “She is dead’, he replied.
very famous Roman family, dating from the early Republic; the mos
Scipio Africanus, was the congueror of Hannibal in 202 BC.

regibus Arcadiae orfus: this is a reference to King Evander, who migra
sent his son, Pallas, to help Aeneas in the war against Turnus. Unfo
Turnus. 5cipio, here, fancitully imagines that the freedman Pallas w
because of the similarity of the name Pallas, but that was impossible.
ancestry back to the early heroes of Rome e. tus Caesar, wh
the son of Acneas.

publico postponeret
certainly is inten

POSSEssor. .. parsimoniae.
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7-8  libertinus... laudibus cumulabatur: Tacitus ends the chapter with furth
preposterous praise for long-standing thrift heaped upon Pallas, the
sesterces, starting with liberfinus — it was bad enough that anyone sh
of money, but an EX-5LAVE? Note, also, the noun ending in -sor.

Using examples from what Tacitus says in Ch cad 53, how far
Tacitus has a low opinion of Cloudius?

Summary of Chapfers 54-35

Chapters 54 and 55 deal with rebellions in Judaea and Cilicia.
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Chapter 56: Naval Ballle on the Fudine

sub idem tempus inter lacum Fucinum amnemgue Lirim perrupto monte, qui

pluribus viseretur, lacu in ipso navale proelium adornatur, ut quondam Augty

stagno, sed levibus navigiis et minore copia ediderat. Claudius triremes qua

i

hominum milia armavit, cincto ratibus ambity, ne ia forent, ac tamg

vim remigii, gubernantium artes, impety “Stroelio solita. in ratibus

manipuli turmaeque adstite; sitis propugnaculis ex quis catapult:

religua lacus ibus obtinebant. ripas et colles montiumque;

multitudo cra complevit, proximis e municipiis et alii urbe ex ipsa, vis
principem. ipse insigni paludamento neque procul Agrippina chlamyde aurag

guamdguaim inter sontes fortium virorum animo, ac post multum vulnerum o

Translation

About the same time, the mountain between the Fucine Lake and the rive
and so that the splendour of the work might be seen by more people, a ne
lake itself, just as Augustus had once produced, having constructed a po
light boats and less abundance. Claudius equipped the trivemes and qua
having surrounded the circumference with ratts, so that there might not
but still enclosing a space (large enough) to suit the force
attacks of the ships and the usual events in a battlg
praetorian cohorts had taken up their posit
catapults and stone throwing engizs:

of the rowing, i
e rafts maniple

amparts placed in fr

‘be'aimed. Marines occupied
5, hills and the high parts of the m«
ns, others from Rome itself in their desire to s
emperor, himself in a distinguished cloak and Agrippina no
presided. attle was fought in the spirit of brave men although it wa

after a lot of wounds, they were exempted from death. '

Grammar and franslation notes

1-2  quo... viseretur: purpose clause; see the note on Chapter 41.1-2.

rans: the manuscripts and some editions read ¢s, “this side of’.
2t th £ d dit d £} de of’

4 newaga effugia forent: purpose clause; forent is an alternative form of e
clear, i.e. to prevent the criminals from wandering off and escaping,
vagus means ‘wandering’, which Furneaux takes to mean “at uncerta
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Brodribb, ‘at various points’. I suspect it means vent any unan
escape’, but [ have used ‘unpredictable y be closer to the tes
4-5 earing in mind (the force of the
sull’, which is a bit free, but that is wha
‘atd not restrict the rowers from rowing full out. ¢
6
7 colles: the Bloomsbury edition prints collis, but elsewhere prints accus

8  wisendi cupidine quf officio: the ablatives are causal, "because of their d
visendi is an objective genitive.
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9 insigni paludamento... chlamyde aurata: ablatives of description.

9-10  The word order is pugnatum (est) animo fortium virorum guamquant integ

10 vulnerum is a partitive genitive after multum; see the note on Chapter

Confext and style nofes
i

{ocum Fucinum: this was a land-locked lak

3 stagno: variatio on lacy; stagnum is a pool, or pond, so Tacitus uses the
mark the contrast with the much larger Fucine Lake,

levibus. .. minore: two more indications that Claudiug’s naval battle w
than Augustus’s.

trivemes guadriremnesque: these are warships, contrasting with navigiis,
propelled by three banks of oars situated at three different levels, qu
oars. Suetonius, Claundius, 21, tells us that 12 Rhodian triremes fought
makes no mention of quadriremes. An ancient inscription, the Monu
there were 30 triremes, Dio gives a total of 100 ships. There is obviou
the triremes and light ships (levibus navigiis).

5  wim... solita: a triple chiasmus, in effect,
dative alternates as follows: {vim
{(impefus navium. ..
noun, ‘helmsmer

than 170. The tirma was a body of 30 men. However Tamtm is pmb
to mean two separate groups of men drawn from the Praetorian Gua

7 religuq lacus: "the remaining parts of the lake’. Tacitus imitates Virgil,
neuter plural adjectives with a dependent genitive as a variant for th
the nouny; see the Introduction, page 8. Tacitus imitates Virgil, here,
than religuium lncuni. The use of the neuter plural throws emphasis o
remaining parts of the lake; a similar example is montiumague edita in
the mountains’.

COPYRIGHT
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7-8  monfium... moduni..

e aut officio in principem: two points to note: chiasmus (0}
variatio {genitive followed by prepositional phrase).

visends

9 praesedere: note the prefix prae-, emphasising the pre-eminence of Cla
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10 fortium virorum: this account is different from that given by Suetonius,
initially refused to fight, having misunderstood something Claudius ¢
after Claudius threatened them. f

How far do you agree that this is o disappointing ac

Roman ballista
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Chapter 57: Panic as the lake overflo

sed perfecto spectaculo apertum aquarum iter. incuria operis manifesta fuit, 3

ima vel media. eoque tempore interiecto altius effossi specus, et contrahendsd

gladiatorum spectaculum editur, indits pontibus pedestrem ad pugnam. gu

lacus adpositum magna formidine cunctos adfecit quarum prorun

5 convulisis ulterioribus aut fragore et so imul Agrippina trepi

fnis ac praedarum. nec ille retice

Translalic

But when the show was completed, a channel for the waters was opened.
was clear, which had not been dug deep enough for the lowest parts or ( :
And therefore, after some time had elapsed, the hollows were dug cut m
show was set up to gather the crowd again, with rafts placed (on the lake}:
However, a banquet placed at the outpouring of the lake greatly terrified ¢
the waters bursting torth dragged away the nearest parts, while those fur
terrified by the crash and the noise. At the same time, Agrippina, using
Narcissus, the architect of the work, for avarice and profiteering. Buthe
her womanly lack of self-control and excessive hopes.

Grammar and franslation notes

1 perfecto spectaculo: ablative abso ore interiecto in line 2.

depressi agrees with ¢

lacus i nitive; see the Introduction, page 7, and of. Chapt

2 eogue: erefore’; eo does not agree with fempore.
specus usually means ‘cave’, but here it means "hollows’, i.e. the hollow
contrahendae. .. multitudini: dative of purpose, ‘in order to’.

4  formidine... adfecit: see the note on Chapter 26.3. Here, it means ‘terrifi
translated as an adverb, ‘greatly’, or translate it as “filled with great fey

4-5 proxima... ulferioribus... exterritis: these are all neuter, though exterritis%
parts, rather than the places themselves, The ellipsis in thought is nat

COPYRIGHT
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5  trepidatione is the object of usa, a verb which takes an object in the abl

&6 cupidinis ac praedarun: genitive of the charge; as
the genitive.

glish, what one

impoterntiam means ‘lac Fnot “‘powerlessness’, as it woy
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Context and style notes

1

5

To what extent is Tacitus only interested

incurin: note the abstract noun beginning with the negative prefix in-
page 8.

haud. .. media: what Tacitus is saying here is that the channel was not ¢
volumme of water pouring out of the lake, so it overfliawed.

lacus ima vel media: note the use of the adjective used as §
following; see the Introducti

alliteration of p is pronounced, here

pontibus pedestre .
‘ ow, but it is difficult to see how else he could:

aquar LS upens proxima: the balanced assonance of rum and pro ag
bursting forth of the wateys. f

fragore et sonifu: a very rare exaraple of synonyrs in Tacitus’s works. &
Narcissuni: see the note on Chapter 25.1, Pallantis, for the reason why &

impotentiam: another abstract noun with the prefix im- (= in). See line 1
page 8. Z

impotentiam muliebrem niminsque spes: Tacitus ends the section with a
adjective, adjective, noun). There is marked alliteration of m and # (;
which emphasises Tacitus’s dislike of Agrippina.
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Chapter 56: Nero marries Odavia and takes u

D. lunio ¢. Haterio consulibus sedecim annos natus Nero Octaviam Caesaris

accepit. utque studiis honestis et eloguentiae gloria enitesceret, causa fliens

Troia demissum et luliae stirpis auctorem Aeneam aliague haud procul fabu

5

perpetrat, ut Hienses omni publico munere solvere m oratore Bon

subventum centies sestertii largitione. 1, i+ libertas, adempta sas
externis meruerant aut domi querant; tributumque Apamensik

guinquenniuy,

Translalic

In the consulships of D, Jurdus and Q. Haterius, Nero (now}) sixieen years
daughter of Claudius, in marriage. And so that he might shine forth wit
reputation for eloquence, having undertaken a case involving the Trojans
Romans were descended from Troy, that Aeneas was the founder of the |
events not far removed trom myths, and achieved the release of the Troja
Because of this sarne orator, help was given to the colonty of Bononia, wh
with a donation of 10 million sesterces. Freedom was restored to the Rhe
away or established, depending on whether they had deserved it throug
it through mutiny at home. The tribute was relaxed for a five-year period
who were devastated by an earthquake.

5

Grammar and franslation notes

1 D Iunio (. Haterio co of time when. The year is AD

sedecim g time how long,.

urpose clause,

et: the problem, here, is whether gloria is ablative or nominative. Th
it as ablative, parallel with sfudiis, but Furneaux takes it as nominativ
easily have been omitted in view of the following ¢/,

Romanum: ‘the Romeans’, an imitation of Livy, who often uses the sin
3 demissuim means ‘descended from’, here, a reaning only tound in po

&  perpetrat, ut... solverentur: a result clause, ‘achieved the release’. perp
and Caesar, but was widely used by Livy, particularly in the ablative
which seemns to be a Tacitean invention.

munere: ablative of separation.

eodem orafore: ablative of attendant
probably ‘thanks to this s

naerstand est, "help was giver!, an impersonal use of th
{coloniae).

largitione: ablative of means,

&  domiis the locative case, “at home’,
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Context and style notes

1 D Junius Silanus Torquatus was a great-great-grandson of Augustus
apparently liked to boast, as Nero put him to death for this. ‘

Quintus Haterius Agrippa, who, according to Tacitus (VI 4.5), was “
to his nightly depravity in brothels’, was grant
ancestral wealth (13.34).

rnual stipend b

Nero Octaviam Caesaris: the v
between the three

1 of the three names emphasi

s daughter by his third wife, Messalina, and N
30 Agmppma, s0 the relationship was a bit “iffy” as regar

Octav;
hism

2 causa... suscephn: the fact that Tacitus mentions Nero’s involvement i
from taxation and getting a grant for the Bononians is an example of

{liensium: the Trojans are often called Illienses (see line 4) as Troy was
Troy is sometimes called Hion in Homer.

2-3  Romanum Troin demissum et Iulige stirpis auctorem: the descent of the R
emphasised by the juxtaposition of Romanum Troin. The two phrases
of Virgil, Aeneid 1, 288: fulius, o magno demissum nomen fulo. Ashasb
Romans loved to trace their ancestry back as far as possible to ancien
was no exception, linking their family with Iulus, the son of Aeneas.

4  omni pu%lico munere <oiverentz-£r' all provinces of the Roman Empire h
udius 25, ment
hat the Trojans be k
he first century BC, both Sull
appear that this had been revoked

probably in the second cen
them from taxatior;

becamg
Bonons! Hern Bologna) was a colony in Cisalpine Gaul (N. Ttaly),

haustae: haurire originally meant "drink up’, but it came to be used m
meaning ‘destroy’.

&  subvenfum: note this impersonal use of the verb; see the Introduction

adempia. .. firmata: this is true not only of Rhodes” relations with Kom
history, as it was subject to Athens and Sparta at ditferent times. It w
in the second century BC. The Rhodians were deprived of their freed
having crucified Romean citizens, but Claudius restored it, here.
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5-6 prout... deliguerant: there were constant feuds for control of Rhodes (d.
democrats and oligarchs (as elsewhere in Gree :
supported in time of war (beilis externis
they backed.,

6  Apamensibus: Aparg wriportant town in Phrygia, which owe
on a i al Roman roads.

Is Tacitus praising Mero here or is criticism really intended? Consider wha
have achieved and consider the value placed on it by Tacitus.
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Chapter 59: Taurus is accused of extortion and co

at Claudius saevissima quaegue promere adigebatur elusdem Agrippinae arty

Taurum opibus inlustrem hortis eius inhians pervertit accusante Targuitio Py

Afrtcam imperio proconsulari regentis, postquam revenerant, pauca repetu

magicas superstitiones obiectabat. nec ille diutius & cusatorem, indi

vitae suae attulit ante sententiam sena amen curia exactus e

contra ambitum Agrippina

Translati

Meanwhile, Claudius was compelled to effect all the very savage acts by t-
Agrippina, who, on the accusation of Tarquitius Priscus, overthrew Statiliy
his wealth, because she coveted his gardens. Tarquitius, the deputy of Tay
Africa with proconsular power, after their return, brought forth a few acc
particular, of magic superstitions. Taurus, no longer putting up with the
unworthy condition of an accused person, put a violent end to his life b
Targuitius, however, was expelled from the Senate house; (a victory) whi
because of their hatred of the informer and contrary to the canvassing of

Grammar and franslation notes

1 savvissimg quoeque:’all the very savage acts’; see the note on 41,13,

2 opibus: ablative of respect, “in respect of st causal ablative.

horiis: dative, because mhiin ject in the dative.

is refers to Tarouity

ut in particular’, contrasting with pauca.

nld have written falsam accusationem but probably preferred%

5 curia: ablative of place whence. :
odio: causal ablative.

delatoris: objective genitive, as it is the object of the hatred.

Context and siyle notes

1 af Claudius: see the note on Chapter 43.6; here, it marks the contrastb
acts of Nero and the savage acts of Claudius.

es not change its spots’. Fur

1 the elevation and marriage of Ne

1-2
Statiliust aurus, who had been a very powerful general of Octavian,
forces af the Battle of Actium in 31 BC and was consul in AD 16. Taci
calling the father Sisenna Statilius in Book 2, 1.1, Taurus Statilius in &
Taurus, here (variatio).
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2 inhigns: literally, “gaping, open mouthed’, was used metaphorically tom
O &

accusante Tarquitio Prisco: ironically, Tarquitius, having prosecuted T
prosecuted in AD 62 for committing the same oftence in Bithynia.

3 imperio proconisulari: see the note on Chapter 41.3

risid by the provincial goves:
rtion, the quaestio de rebus repetu

astomary at Rome for the accused and his family to w
dirty or soiled, in order to rouse sympathy tor the accuse
want to undergo this unworthy condition (fndignas) and committed «

4 sordes
were 0

4-5 wim vitae: the alliteration emphasises the violence involved and Tacit
accusation leading to death of the accused.

How does this chapter prove that Agrippina was the power behind the th

ters 60-65

i aatters and exempts
vhéf'came from Cos. The Byza:

summary of Cha

Claudius gives the Equites more power ovg
taxation as a personal favour to his
five years.

COPYRIGHT
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10

Chapter 64: Various portenls; Agrippina arranges the de

M. Asinic M'. Acilio consulibus mutationem rerum in deterius portendi cogniy

signa ac tentoria militum igne caelesti arsere; fastigio Capitolil examen apiu
hominum partus et suis fetum editum cul accipttrum ungues inessent. nume

deminutus omnium magistratuum numerus, guaest: i, tribuno ac pr

intra menses defunctis. sed in praecipun Ppina, vocem Claudii, q

tatale sibi ut coniugum flagi & puniret, metuens, agere et celeray

distabant; et utrague impudica, infamis, violenta, haud minus vitis aemulab
fortuna prospera acceperant. enimvero certamen acerrimum, amita potius a
praevaleret: nam Lepida blandimentis ac largitionibus iuvenilem animum d

minaci Agrippina, quae filio dare perium, tolerare imperitantern neguibat

Transiation

In the consulship of M. Asinius and M. Acilius, it was recognised because:
change of events for the worse was being indicated. The standards and te.
heavenly fire; a swarm of bees settled on the gable end of the Capitol; (itis

alorg of hawks were &
U e portents, since a qu
piippina was in a particul

purish them; she therefore decided to
first destr o epida for feminine reasons, because Lepida was
Antoria, gustus as grand uncle, and was the cousin of Agrippina
{Agrippina 5y husband Gnaius, (and so) believed she was of equal eminer
wealth were not much different; moreover, both (being) shameless, of ill
other in vices just as much as any prosperity they had received from fort
was a very bitter contest as to whether the aunt rather, or the mother wo
Nero. For Lepida, by means of flattery and gifts of money was beginning
herself), while Agrippina, on the other hend, was aggressive and threater
to her son, but could not endure him when he was ernperor.

scandals of his wives

Urammar and franslation notes

1 M. Asinio M. Acilio consulibus: ablative of time whe

deterius portendi (accusative + infi

prodigiis: causal ablaf

2 fastigi a2 compound verb fnsedit; see Chapter 52.2.

2-3  biformeSg@itum: as partus and fefum are both accusative, the only w
sentence is to assume, as Madvig does, that a verb of saying has drop
partus... edifunt {esse) is an indirect statement, ‘It is said that half-best
of a pig were published’. Note that although there are two accusativ

nearer accusative, which is singular,
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63}

suis is the genitive of sus, suis, a pig, not a form of suus, -4, -um.

cui... inessent: cui is dative after inessent, a compound of esse. inessent |
of the indirect statement,

5-6 wvocem is the object of mefuens in line 6, and esse must be understood v
statement introduced by vocen, viz. “fearing an utte

ce of Claudius

% Lepida (sibi) is the subject of this clause.

multum is accusative, showing the extent of the ditference, ‘their bea
much different’.

9 witiis: ablative of respect (or, rather, disrespect!); “they were rivals in
qua, ‘any’ agrees with the neuter plural prospera, “any advantages’, not

10 certamen aeervimuni: understand erat.

10-11 an... praevaleret: an alternative indirect question with ufrum omitted b i
11 blandimentis ac largitionibus: ablative of means, ‘by means of flattery :

devinciebat {from devincire, to bind’, not devincere, to conquer’): this is §
imperfect tense, ‘was beginning to bind’, becay : ‘
by Agrippina.

12 dare: quibaf, "was able’ mus

Context &

1 mutat ote the abstract noun ending in -fo.
portendi: ¢f. Chapter 43 for a list of portents.

3 partus... fetun: variatio, as both words mean "birth.

4  quaestore... consule: these magistrates are in ascending order of tmpor
honorum. In 81 BC, Sulla reformed the system, by which it was stipul
a quaestor was 29, for a praetor 39, and for a consul 42, but under the
qualifications were disregarded, for Octavian (Augustus) was given
of 29 and Nero was given it at the age of 20; see Chapter 41.3.

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

5 proecipuo pavore: the alliteration of p emphasises the paric of Agrippi
adjective with the prefix prae-. \

‘ ttie emphasising the ex
ivorced his first wife, Plautia,
~uted (puniret), because she had pu
wwlalous affairs; see the note on Chapter 25.1.

6 fatole.. flagitia fervet: further allit
adultery of various wives s
had his third wifg
the o {1

perdifa, this alliteration expresses Tacitus's disgust over Agrippina

7 muliebribus causis: two other reasons, which Tacitus does not give, ar
Messalina, Claudius’s third wife, and that Lepida, according to Suetq
incest with her brother, Domitius Ahenobarbus, Agrippina’s husban

A Level OCR Latin Set Texts Guide — Tacitus, Annals XH {Selections) Page 40 of 66




minore Anfonia: Tacitus is wrong, here; it was Antonia maior, the elder &
Lepida. Tacitus makes the same mistake in Book 4.44.

auunculo Augusto: see Appendix 2. Lepida was the daughter of the e
daughter of Octavia, Augustus’s sister, so Augustus was Lepida’s gr

8  GnuaeirLe. Gnaeus Domitius Ahenobarbus, luisband of Agrippina an

10 certamen acervimum: note the superlative; the bitterness of the contlict
alliteration of ¢, r, m and the assonangce of cer.

11 Lepida blandimentis ac largitionibus. .. fruci... gc minaci Agrippina: chias
attitudes framed by the names of the two rivals.

12 dare imperium, tolerare imperitaniten nequibat: a neat epigram with polyg
clause is very reminiscent of the earlier phrase to end the chapter in
imperii nisi imperassef, '(by universal agreement) suitable for holding

been given it

Why do you think Taciius included o list of

How do the portents affect Ao

COPYRIGHT
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10

Chapter 65: Nardissus voices his suspicions o

ceterum obiecta sunt quod coniugem principis devotionibus petivisset qued
Calabriam servorum agminibus pacem ltaliae turbaret. ob haec mors indicta

Narcisso, qui Agrippinam magis magisque suspectans prompsisse inter pro:

i

perniciem, seu Britannicus rerum seu Nero potere ita de se merit

eius impenderet. convictam Messalinar ires {terum accusandi ¢

imperitaret; Britannico succe i principt rmwetum: at novercae inst

maiore flagiti 1GiCitiam prioris coniugis reticuisset. quamguam

nunc abe adultero, ne quis ambigat decus pudorem corpus, cunc
haec atque talia dictitans amplecti Britannicum, robur astatis quam matwrri
modo ad ipsum tendere manus, adolesceret, patris inimicos depelleret, maty

ulcisceretur.

Transiation

However, charges were made that she had attacked the emperor’s wife w
was disturbing the peace of Italy because she had kept little contral over #;
Calabria. For these charges, death was pronounced, although Narcissus
suspecting Agrippina more and more, was reported to have declared am
there was certain ruin for him, whether Britarmicus or Ngro got control o
deserved so well of him that he would lay down r the emperor’s
: making accusations &

Making thes&and similar remarks repeatedly, he embraced Britannicus, |
now to the gods, now to Britarmicus himself, that the strength of his yout
possible, that he would drive out the enemies of his father, and even aveng

Grammar and franslalion notes

1 obiecta sunt is an impersonal use, ‘charges were made’.

contugent is Agrippina.

quod... pefivisset: the subject is Lepida, understood, from the previou
used with guod when the reason was alleged, al th Tacitus some!
when the reason was true.

devotionibus: instrumental ah

Bisante: literally it means “accusing much’, but translate it a
‘putting up a fierce resistance’; multum is accusative of extent: cf. 64.8

34 certam sibi perniciem: understand esse to complete the indirect stateme

4  rerum: potior takes an object in the genitive case.
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10

1011 adolesceret. .. ulcisceretur is an indirect petition, d

Coniext and sivie no

de se meritum Caesarvemn: Literally, ‘Caesar had deserved of him’, Le. "he
(ita) ut... impenderet’: a vesult clause, “to such an extent that he would §

usii is a predicative dative, “for the benefit of’; the predicative dative §
of words, e.g. praesidio, "as a protection for’, auxilio, "as a help to’. efus

Britannico successore: ablative absolute without a; i, as there was no;
Latin; ¢f. 53,12 and 64.7. This construc :

o using, tepossession, “the emperor has no fear’.

reticuis e subject is Narcissus.

quamquam means ‘however, nevertheless’, here, not ‘although’.

ne quis ambigat: a purpose clause, ‘lest anyone might doubt’. quis is often
regno: ablative of comparison after viliora.
habere, here, means ‘regard, consider’, Understand Agrippinam as the

amplecti... precari... tendere: these are all historic infinitives; translate
Narcissus as their subject.

quam maturrimum: with the superlative adjective or adverb, guam me

ipsum: 1.e. Britannicus.

lent upon feridere
would grow up, etc.”. :

1

obiect 0 7, states that Nero accused Lepida “to pl

principGuE@Setivisset: the alliteration of p {(continued in parum... per..
the assonance of i, may indicate Tacitus's disapproval of the Lhargje‘«

coercitis... agnminibus: enclosing order.
Calabria is the peninsula in 5E Italy which forms the "heel” of Haly.

servoriem agminibus: the use of agnien, which originally meant the arm
large number of slaves, which shows that Lepida was very wealthy.

Narcisso: see the note on 25.1. He strongly opposed the charges againg
mother of Messalina, whom Narcissus had supported. 5

1age to Pdetma whereas Pallas h
marry A 'p}.{ Ty guppma was chosen, Narcissus’'s position

¢ ntluence upon Claudius,

was the natural heir to Claudius, as the son of Clandius ab
convictam Messalinam ef Silium (esse): see the Introduction, page 4.

nutlum principi mehim: enclosing order, as if fear would embrace the
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af novercae: see the note on 43.6; here, af contrasts the possible future
the intrigues of Agrippina to get Nero as heir. Note that Tacitus doe
‘stepmother” instead, her relationship to Britannicus. Stepmothers w
cruelty in the ancient world, hence Tacitus’s choice of the word, here.;
states that there are 21 stepmothers attacked in various extant Latin s

of wicked stepruothers in more recent stories, e.g Suow White.

novercae... convelli: the frequency of pe mientional to de

there is a definite pattern, n,
7 impudicitinm: not 1 of this word beginning with the pret

prioris ina, the third wife; see the Introduction, page 4.

7-8  Tacitus#8y be guilty of inconsistency here, in attacking Agrippina f
Chapter 7 that she only indulged in immorality whern it was useful as:
(reihiil domi impudicum wisi dominationi expediret). Tacitus accuses Pallz
Agrippina, but he was probably influenced by Plinv’s cutrage in twe
have read, in which Pliny describes Pallas as caemim, sordes, “filth anc
to Wikipedia, "Modern historians suggest that their relationship was
not give any reference for this.

9 haec atque talia: Tacitus uses this phrase quite often at the end of spee

9-10  amplecti Britaninicum, robur... precari... tendere manus is a double chias
infinitive, infinitive, object).

adolesceret, patris inimicos depellgret, matris: double bosnototeleuton (sa

A he actual slaye
ctores includes Narc

10-11 patris
ACCUSs

corttrast with the previous chiasmi, Tacitus en
peated).

in Chapters 64 and 65 can you detect any weoknesses in Agripping’s ¢ch

In your opinion, was Narcissus o good judge of character?

COPYRIGHT
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Chapter 66: Agrippina makes arrangements to pa

in tanta mole curarum valetudine adversa corripitur, refovendisque viribus 13

aguarum Sinuessam pergit. tum Agrippina, sceleris olim certa et oblatae occ

ministrorum egens, de genere veneni consulfavit, ne repentino et praecipiti

et tabidum delegisset, ne admotus supremis Claudi intellecto ad a

exquisitum aliguid placebat, quod turh mortem differret. del

vocabulo Locusta, nuper vene Cet diuv inter instrumenta regni he

paratum vir spadonibus fuit Halotus, inferre epulas et ex

Translalic

Amid such a great mound of anxieties, Narcissus was seized by ill health
order to recover his strength with the gentleness of the climate and the h
Then Agrippina, firmly fixed on the crime long ago and quick to seize the
needing assistants, consulted about the type of poison, to avoid the deed b
swift (type); it she chose a slow, wasting (type), (she teared) lest Claudius
having perceived the trickery, might return to love of his son. She decid
type) which would confuse the mind and delay death. An expert in such
Locusta, recently condemned for poison, and kept for a long time among
the expertise of that woman the venom was prepared, whose supplier wa
who was accustomed to bring in the banquets and test them by tasting.

Grammar and franslation notes

which the noun is attracted into the case of the gerund (dative), and
gender of the noun (feminine plural).

mollitia... salubritate: ablative of means, the means by which he would§

2 Sinuessam: accusative of motion towards; names of towns do not take:
motion towards. Countries, however, take ad or in.
ministrorum: genitive after egens, verbs of filling and wanting are follo
egestas in 43.2.

63}

ne... proderetur: a verb of fearing is probably understood.

repenting ef praecipiti: understand genere or veng: 11 the main clau

§  furbaret... differret: the subjunctive
remain undetected.

s the poison had to
& veneficii dovnn 1sing and condemning take a genitive of;

habita: ', asin 65.8, or ‘retained’.
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Context and style notes

1

1-2

~3

Sinuessam: Sinuessa was situated on the coast north of Naples. There
outside the city, which, according to Dio, were good for gout.

mollifin caeli ef salubritate aquarum: balance (ablative, genitive, repeate

pergit: Tacitus uses the historic present to mal, ne more vivid.

exXquisi furn, literally “sought cut’, is in an emphatic position at the beg
stressing the importance of finding a poison which would not be rec
nature, would confuse Claudius’s mind (turbaret menten) and not kil

turbaret mentem et mortem differret: chiasmus (verb, object, object, verb
homoiocteleuton, -ret, ~fem, -tem, -ref.

deligitur: after a number of past tenses describing the necessary prepag
historic present to describe the subsequent action.

Locusta (or Lucusta) was a noted poisoner, whom Nero used later to y
dangerous profession, she managed to survive Nero, as did Halotus,
by Mero's successor, Galba.

viris: variatio, as venieni was used for ‘poisg

minister: Tacitus is guilty of i
any asststants {(nec mi

11 are!) widely used in the Middle Fast, where the rulers fa

possibl
notables at Rome.

How doss Tacitus, by what he says and by his use of language, show Agri

and calkulating?
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Chapter 67: The poisoning of Claudi

adeoque cuncta mox pernotuere ut temporum illorum scriptores prodidering
venenum, nec vim medicaminis statim intellectam, socordiane an Claudii vi

subvenisse videbatur. igitur exterrita Agrippina et, guando ultima timebant

invidia provisam iam sibi Xenophontis medici consg dhibet. ille tam

5 adiuvaret, pinnam rapido veneno inlitam #% demisisse creditur, ha

incipi cum periculo, peragi cv

Translat

Soon everyt ﬁg became so well known that writers of those times have 1
poured into a tasty mushroom and the power of the poison was not imun
because of Claudius’s indolence or intoxication; the bowels seemed to ha
time and to have given (some) reliet. Therefore, Agrippina was terrified,
disregarding her hatred of present circumstances, she employed the collv
which she had already provided for. He, as if he was helping the efforts o
to have put a feather smeared with a quick poison down his throat, know
crimes are begun with danger and completed with a reward.

Grammar and ranslation notes

lote that the Ru
¢, but the subj

1 ut... prodiderint: result clause, signposted by adeoq
to result clauses, as the main verb, pernotuere

Ga

exterr

3-4 sprefa.. is an ablative absolute. Its meaning is somewhat obsct
masculine or neuter. It might just mean ‘scorning the hatred of those
did not care about her reputation, as Allcock neatly puts it, Tt was be
murderer than executed as an unsuccesstul one.’, but, much more like
her hatred of present circumstances’, L.e. her hatred was not enough t
enough, so she resorts to poison. As elsewhere, because of his desire
obscure.

4  provisam... sibi: "provided for by her’, sibi being dative of the agent in COPYRIGHT
nisus is accusative plural of the noun nisus, ‘effort’, not the past particy PROTECTED

Context and style notes

1 ftemporum illorum scriptores prc
this event; see the Intros

-2 infust
intelled
the poi

wlosing order; of. pinnam. .. infitam, line 5. Also
rrits a chiasmus, which includes alliteration of v... m toc e

3N

2-3  simul soluta nlous subvenisse: the sibilance and assonance of i may we
the state of the bowels!
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4 Xenophontis: although most authorities agree that Claudius died as a
only Tacitus mentions Xenophon's part in the poisoning. However,
suggests that he was rewarded handsomely for the poisoning,.

wR

pinnam... demisisse: it was comumon practice in Roman banqguets to in
make the banqueter vomit, in order to make room for more food, so
with smearing the feather with poison; only Ta entions this fe

5 very well’, is en example of

How far does Tacitus make this chapter an intense piece of narrotive?

A Level OCR Latin Set Texts Guide — Tacitus, Annals XH {Selections) Page 48 of 66

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Chapter 66: Agrippina doses the palace to conceal

vocabatur interim senatus votaque pro incolumitate principis consules et sa
iam exanimis vestibus et fomentis obtegeretur, dum quae res forent firmand

componuntur, iam primum Agrippina, velut dolore victa et solaua congquire

monitis Chald

Translalic

Mearwhile the Senate was summmoned, and the consuls and priests annot
the emperor, although he was already lifeless and covered with garments
which were (necessary) for the strengthening of Nero's power were being
Agrippina, as if overcome by grief and seeking consolation, held Britanni
a true image of his father’s face and by various devices delaying him frox
detained Antonia and Octavia, his sisters, and had shut off all enfrances w
annourncing that the health of the emperor was getting better, so that the
spirits and she might await the favourable moment in accordance with the

<

Grammar and franslation notes

1 cum means ‘although’, here, asitis a cor

2 exanimis is nominative, agr inceps understood from the p

res is the subject s ity but is attracted into the relative claus

claus

fovent the subjunctive is used as it is part of the concessive cl
however, about the correct reading of this clause.

firmando. .. imperio: dative of purpose.

3 componuntur: for the use of the present indicative with dum, see 43.2.
3-4 fenere... appellare... demorari: historic infinitives; cf. 42.5.

4  wpariis artibus: ablative of means.

5  eius="Nero's.

6~7 quo... ndventaret: purpose clause; see the note on 41.1-2.

se for all the s

6  miles: the singular is sometimes used in a ¢ol
guards outside the palace, ¢f. Chapt
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Context and style notes

1

‘Claudius died because he wos a wealk emperor.” How far do you agree

vocabatur... senatus... consules et sacerdotes nuncupabant: chiasmus {ve
but not very effective owing to the number of other words between.

fovent firmando: the alliteration is probably deliberate to emphasise th A

as Tacitus could have used essent instead of fore

fenere amplexu Britannicun: probabl
Narcissus's embrace of Brita
Agrippina, intendin

:cho of 65.9, amplec
‘genuine, contrasting with th

cunctos... custodiis clauseraf, crebroque: the alliteration of ¢ is very pron
the slamming of the doors in order to prevent anyone from leaving o
taken by Tanaquil to prevent news of the death of Tarquinius Priscus
and Furneaux mentions a similar move by Livia, the wife of Augustu
mentions in Book 1.5.

Chaldacorum: see the note on 52.2.
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Chapter 69: Nero is proclaimed emper

tunc medio diet tertium ante ldus Octobres, foribus palatii repente diductis,

egreditur ad cohortem, quae more militiae excubiis adest. ibl monente praefé

inditur lecticae. dubitavisse quosdam ferunt, respectantes rogitantesque ub

i

in diversum auctore quae offerebantur secuti sunt. | e castris Nero et

praefatus, promisso donativo ad exemnph wic¥argitionis, imperator
decernuntur
Liviae mag fam. testamentum tamen haud recitatum, ne antepositus

invidia animos vulgi turbaret.

Translation

Ther, in the middle of the day on the third day before the Ides of Octobe
suddenly drawn apart, and Nero, accompanied by Burrus, went cut to th
accordance with military practice. There, on the commander’s advice, wh
tavourable cries, he was placed in a litter. They say that some hesitated,
repeatedly where Britannicus was: soon, as no one was giving contrary a
being offered. Nero, carried into the camp and having spoken words sui
promised a largesse after the example of his father’s grant, was saluted a
followed the soldiers” decision, and there was no hegl
decreed for Claudius and the funeral rites w
Agrippina rivalling the splendour of
lest the fact that the stepson,
crowd because of {

1onin the proviny
A just as (they w
avigrandmother Livia, His w
ferred to his (natural) son might
unpopularity.

Grammas ransiation notes

1 medio: ablative of time when; in Latin, there were two ways of express;
adjective, medio die, or as a noun with a dependent genditive {dief), as i

foribus. .. diductis: ablative absolute, as is comitante Birro.
2 more miitine: this probably refers to the duty roster, but Tacitus is no
excubiis: dative after adest, a compound of sum.

3 lecticae: dative after the compound verb indo instead of in + accusativ
Note that dare when compounded with prepositions usually means
than “give’.

ubi... esset: indirect question.

spindon’; then, as senators we

5 semfentiom: originally, the wg
S And ‘decisiont, its meaning here.

opinion, it came o7

89 e W8e clause.
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Context and style notes

1

o

5-6

fertium ante Idus Octobres: there were only three fixed dates per mon’d*%
the Kalends, the first of the month, the Nones, the fifth®, and the Edes,é

“In March, May, July and October, the Nones were the seventh and thy
other days were reckoned as previous to the next fed date, the day
called pridie. S0 tertium anie ldus Octobres ¢iay before the Id

doubl

Biurro: fle note on 42.4. It was normal practice for the commander
the duty cohort. Burrus and Seneca were the tutors of Nero, and bec
reign. However, when Burrus died in AD 63, Seneca fell out of favour:
years later. 5

egreditur: Tacitus reverts to the historic present as the narrative gathers
respectantes rogitantesque: the alliteration of ¥ and f and the homoiotel
repeated questioning of the soldiers.

nullo inn diversum auctore: this is probably true, as those in the Praetoria
Britanmicus had been ‘removed’ (41.8). Z
qitae offerebantur: “what they were being offered” is rather a derogatory
or leave it’. f

promisso donativo: ever since the first cen
should rule at Rome. See the Int
soldiers, as is Nero, here
armies. So, here, M

“Livsaw four emperors, each putin g
shes his position by keeping the army

Senate’s decree. senteniiam militum. .. patrum consulta is a chiasmus,w
two phrases.

militum: the plural is a variation on the use of the singular miles in 68
dubitatum est: another example of Tacitus’s preference for impersona

caelestes honores: Le. being dettied, but Nero postponed and later canc
Claudius 45.

funeris sollemne: a typical example of Tacitean variatio; rather than bal
matching pair of adjective + noun, e.g. funebres ritus {or chiasticly, #if

testamentum: the fact that the will was not read dicates that the

were Nero and Agrippina.

filio privignus: the juxtapos savinicus and Nero aptly conira
titudes of the people towards them.
by the two nouns beginning with /- (it's n
the variatio in the order of the two nouns, which is
o Britannicum.

either?
41.9-1

A dull account of o dull emperor.” How far do you agree with this assess
Annads Xl which you have read?
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Exam-type Questions

Paper |

NB Quality of extended response will be assessed in questions marked

3

Read the following passages and answer the au

additum nomine eius donativur s m plebel. et ludicro i

speciem honoris; etiam libertorum si quis incorrupta fide, depellitur tal
Nero Britannicum nomine, ile Domitium salutavere. guod ut discordiae

questu ad maritum defert...

nondum tamen summa moliri Agrippina audebat, ni prastoriarum coho
Lusius Geta et Rufrius Crispinus, guos Messalinae memores et liberis el
10 distrahi cobortes ambitu duorum et, si ab uno regerentur, intentiorem {

uxore,

{a) additum... occasione (lines 1-5): how doe
Claudius’s character?

Make three points 3 ¢ vour answer with reference to the La

{b} multo inies 6-7): what was Agrippina’s complaint?

(¢} nondum... wxore (lines 8-11):

(1) Why did Agrippina really want to get rid of Geta and Crispinus

(ii} What two reasons did Agrippina state for getting rid of Geta and;
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10

sed perfectn spectaculo apertum aguarum iter. incuria operis manifesta
facus ima vel media. eoque tempore interiecto altius effossi specus, et ¢
multitudini gladiatorum spectaculum editur, inditis pontibus pedestrem;

convivium effluvie lacus adpositum magna formidine cunctos adfecit, gq

prorumpens proxima trahebat, convulsis ulterioribygdut fragore et son

accep 2 studiis honestis et eloquentiae gloria enitesceret, causa I}
Troia demissum et {uliae stirpis auctorem Aeneam aliague haud procul §

executus perpetrat, ut llienses omni publico munere solverentur.

{d) spectaculo (Hne 1):

{1) To what does this refer?
(i1} Where did it take place?

{111) What was the cause of the disaster?

{e} eoque... arguens (lines 2-7) how does Tacitus s scene vivid al

Make four points and support your eference to the Lat
{f} Translate ufque.

*{g} How
which

pcrius portray the characters of Agrippina and Claudius
0 have read? Is he fair to both?
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10

Paper 2

NB Quality of extended response will be assessed in questions marke

Read the following passages and answer the questions.

M. Asinio M. Acilio consulibus mutationem rerum in is portendi cogniy

signa ac tentoria militum igne caelesti ars dpitolil examen apiu

hominum partus et suis fetum cipitrum ungues inessent. ... sed §

témulentus iecerat, fatale sibi ut coningum
are statuit, perdita prius Domitia Lepida muliebribus
Antonia genics, m}unculo Augusto, Agrippinae sobrina prior ac Gnaet mariti
claritudinem credebat. nec forma aetas opes multum distabant; et utraque i
haud minus vitils aemulabantur quam si qua ex fortuna prospera acceperan
acerrimum, amita potius an mater apud Neronem praevaleref: nam Lepidab
iuvenilem animum devinciebat, truci contra ac minaci Agrippina, quae filio d

imperitantem nequibat.

{a} () crebris prodigiis (line 1) what four omens were reported?

8

{(ii} What did these omens portend?

{b}

{c}

e points and support vour answer with reference o the La

{d) Agrippina... nequibat (lines 10-11): what does Tacitus say about Agrip
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10

tum Agrippina, sceleris olim certa et oblatae occasionis propera nec mi
veneni consultavit, ne repentino et praecipiti facinus proderetur; si lent
admotus supremis Claudius et dolo intellecto ad amorem filii rediret ex

quod turbaref mentem et mortem differret. deligitur artifex talium voca

veneficii damnata et diu inter instrumenta regni eius mulieris in

minister e spadonibus fuit Halotus, inf explorare gustu so

adeoque cuncta mox #mporum illorum scriptores prodi

boleto v edicaminis statim intellectam, socordiane ay

soluta bvenisse videbatur, igitur exterrita Agrippina ef, quando
praesentium invidia provisam iam sibi Xenophontis medici conscientia
nisus evomentis adiuvaret, pinnam rapido veneno inlitam faucibus eius

ignarus surmma scelera incipi cum periculo, peragi cum praemio.

{e} Translate tum Agrippina... rediret (Hines 1-3).

{f) Why was Halotus chosen to administer the poison?

{g) adeoque... praemio (lines 7-12): how does Tacitus make his account of
and interesting?

*th} ‘Book 12 of the Annals is particy ritiy” How far would you ag

Other essa s
e A dull account of a dull emperor.” How far is this a fair assessment o}
o ‘Tales of corruption.” How far is this a fair assessment of Annals XH7?
e “Tacitus understands the human mind so well.” How far do you agre
s ‘Tacitus is cold and factual” How far do you agree with this statemen
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Indicative Answers

Paper |

() Refer to the OCR marking grid to mark this question. Award up to

Claudius treat:

Ralance of donativum militi, congiarium plebe

Similarly, Britannicus in prae iphali veste shows how he

This is accentua ore imperatorio, illum puerili habitu by ¢

and t

The ¢r

Bntdnmcus, ¢.g, remoti ﬁctn‘ causis et alii per speciem honoris thu’ wer

ove imperatorio... puerili habitu,

of Claudius is brought out by his treatment of those wi

Teasons or pretended promotion’, which is emphasised by the varia
followed by a prepositional phrase and the position of fictis.

libertorum si guis incorrupta fide, depellitur tali occasione: Claudius gets
freedmen (incomupta fide), emphasised by the juxtaposition of (incor

{b) Britannicus called Domitius by his former name Domitius, instead
{¢} (i} They had been loyal to Messalina (1) and devoted to her childr
(ii) The cohorts would be divided (in their loyalty) (1) by the ambit
Discipline would be tighter (1) if the cohorts ware ruled by one ¢

{d) (1} The naval bartle.

{ii) Fucine Lake.
{iii) The lake »
{e) Refe

ply enough.

-8 mark grid to mark this question.
Brings the crowd back again - position of contrahendae,
Contrast of the crowd with the gladiarors - multitudini gladiatorum.

editur - historic present makes scene more vivid.

pontibus pedestrem ad pugnam - alliteration of p may denote Tacitus

convivium effluvio lacus adpositum - enclosing order and juxtapositior

the danger of putting the banquet near the overflow. COPYRIGHT
magna formidine emphasises the panic. PROTECTED

provumpens proxima: assonance of pro emphasis

water bursting fo

fragove et somitu — the noise is emphasi SYIIO0YMS,

exterritis: the crowd ar sut of their skins.

¥k grid to mark this question.

And sd he might shine forth with honourable pursuits and a re;:é
undertaken a case involving the Trojans, he eloquently related thar tf;
from Troy, that Aeneas was the founder of the Julian clan, and other.
removed from myths, and achieved the release of the Trojans from a

A Level OCR Latin Set Texts Guide — Tacitus, Annals XH {Selections) Page 57 of 66




*(g) Refer to the OCR 10 mark grid to mark this question.
The Latin is quoted for ease of reference. It is not expected of the |
Plenty of examples needed to obrain high marks.

Agrippina

number of thi
Gmitius’s new nany

Domineering and ambitious - gets Claudi

Arrogance - Tacitus mentions the colony she founded - a good poit
after herself. Unauthorised ride into the Capitol. Gets Senate to gra

Nagging - multo questyr, ‘with much complaining’. She complains a
spurned by the public (sperni quippe adoptionem, Chapter 41); she gets.
‘more by threats than by prayers’ (42). Gets Claudius ro remove some
their alleged wickedness by saving it would ruin the state, in order ru
appointed (41). 5

Cruelty - destroys Lepida simply out of female jealousy {(64).
Claudius

Weakness - clearly under Agrippina’s thumb: b
Changes his mind more because of Agring
influenced by Agrippina, he sh
parades him ‘in rivmpka;
to have to put

iHingly yielded’
, s than becaus
e for Nero in Chapter 23
“withe expense of his natural son ‘in.
wndals of his wives and then to punish &

ng bribery to strengthen his position - ‘Donative to tr
gives a W iatorial show (41). Arranges draining of Fucine Lake in o
a banquet (56-57). The inclusion of and length Tacitus devotes to
his desire to portray Claudius in a bad light, for Suetonius devotes

Prond

Cruelty - he ‘removes’ those officers of the Praetorian Guard who
Britannicus and exiles or executes some of Nero's tutors, undoubred)

Is Agrippina merely doing what most mothers would do for their chil
to poisoning their husbands! Tacitus often chooses not to mention k

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED

noverca several rimes (stepmothers were often regarded as evil in the &
accuses her of adultery with Pallas, though Suetonius does not men
emperors is clouded by having lived under the r { the monster

Drunkenness (07)

NB Credit should be

ces to chapters and authors ou
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Paper 2

{a) (@} The soldiers’ tents and standards were set on fire
Swarm of bees settled on the Capitol

Men with two bodies were born

Pig was born with a hawk’s talon
(ii) A change for the wo

(b) She had usSaying it was fated for him (1) to endure am%

of his
{¢} Refer to the OCR marking grid to mark this guestion. Award up t(

They were not much different in beauty, age and wealth - asyndeton.

Both were shameless, infamous and violent - asyndeton of impudicc
The three adjectives balance the three nouns.
Very bitter contest between them - use of superlative acerrimum.

In order to win over Brirannicus, Lepida used flattery and bribes, bu
threatening - the two nouns balance the two adjectives.

30
X

Chiasmus of Lepida blandimentis... minaci Agrippina emphasises differe
Lepida and Agrippina. :

{(d) She could make him emperor / give hin
was emperor (1),

{e) Refer to the OCR.

wer (1) but cou

‘o mark this guestion.

tmly fixed on the crime long ago and quick ro seiz
stants, consulted about the type of poison, to avoid the ci
sudden, swift {(type); if she chose a slow, wasting (type), (she feared)
last years and having perceived the trickery, might rerurn o fove of

{(f) He rook in the meals and tasted them first.

{g) Refer to the OCR 8 mark grid to mark this guestion.,
Reference to contemporary writers - temporum illorum scriptores.
Mushroom tmbued with poison - chiastic arrangement of infusum C]c COPYRIGHT

Reasons why Claudius did not notice it - indolence or drunk, PROTECTED

Sibilance of description of loose bowels.

Agrippina terrified - position of exterrita

Position of provisam — us planning.

Juxtaposition sntis emphasises close cooperation.

Why

Wi detected - normal practice ar banquets to use fe
thus hi :

om for more food.

pinnam rapido veneno inlitam - chiasmus (AbBa).

Xenophon is very aware of the danger of what he was doing - litote

Balance of closing statement {and alliteration of p} - incipi cum peric
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*(h) Refer to the OCR 10 mark grid to mark this question.
The Latin is quoted for ease of reference. It is not expected of the |

Plenty of examples needed to obtain high marks.

NB Learners should bear in mind thar what is dull to them migh
audience for whom Tacitus was writing, e.g

s of consuls or ¢
their clan, geographical derails relating ciose to their ho

Drall sections?

Details of Nero

irst known adoption into the Claudiat
have '

> to members of the Claudian clan.
Prosec of Vitellius

Corn supply

Nero’s advocacy (58}

Cruelty of Agrippina in destroying Lepida’
Narcissus's speech

Accession of Nero

Interesting details!

Similarity of Agrippina’s and Lepida’s characters

Contrasting characters of Agrippina and Clau iteresting; details

Poisoning of Claudius interesting,

Draining and overflow of

Pity for Beitan atment - deprived of the services of slay

Stepin

crisy (intellegens falsi) (20)

Prodig

COPYRIGHT
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Appendix 1: Augustus and his plans for a successor

Augustus was very keen to ensure that the position of emperor continued.
appointed Augustus’s heir seemed to be an appointment with death! I ha
summary of the various plans Augustus made, with a table of the compli
intermarriages of the julio-Claudian family in Append

23 BC

2BC
ADZ

AD4

AD7

AgTippa married Julia, a fruitful marriage which produced thr
Agrippa Postumus, and two daughters, Julia and Agrippina.

Augustus adopted Gaius and Lucius as his sons, thus marking
Agrippa died.

Julia was married off (again!) to Tiberius, who was forced by A
Vipsania. Tiberius was very resentful of this.

Julia was banished for immorality.
Lucius died.

Gaius died. Augustus adopted Tiberius as his son and marked
him fribunicin potestas and imperium procg

Prrusus.

Julia, the dapg

in which Julia died.

A Level OCR Latin Set Texts Guide — Tacitus, Annals XH {Selections) Page 61 of 66

successor, but Marcellus died shortly atterwards. '

for 10 years. Ay

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




Appendix 2: The Julio-Claudian family

NB Some members have been omitted for simplicity’s sake. The table sh
relationships were because of the number of marriages! The Emperors a
table see the Penguin translation of the Annals or Cary’s History of Rome.

Livia (2} = Tiberius Claudius Nero (13

Agrippa (2) = Julia = TIBERIUS = Vipsania Nero Prusus

Gaius Agrippina I = Germanicus Messalina®(3) = CLAUDIUS = Pa

Britannicus Octavia® Arntoria

| | N

Nero Caesar Drusus Caesar GAIUS  (1)Agrippina II* = Cn. Domitius

NERQO = Qctavia®

Numbers i

s the first or second marriage. *denotes the sa

COPYRIGHT
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Appendix 3: Glossary of Grammatical and Stylistic Terms with

B References are to the chapters and line numbers; the number of the ct

numbers are in normal font. References to grammatical terms are to be foy
‘Grammar and translation notes’, linguistic termus under the heading ‘Cong
~s that the referenc

particular grammatical reference has an asterisk, it me
terms and vice versa, as the point has more rel
examples, I have inserted “etc.”.

vat section. If ths

Grammatical terms

es, e.g. direct and indirect object, possessive genitive a

,?3; accusative of extent the accusative Hmits the action of a verb
£
- < S . . the accusative is used without a preposi
< | accusative of motion . D
names of towns, domus, rus and hunius (
genitive after certain adjectives and verbs take an obije
adjectives or verbs 52.2; 65.4; 66.2)
u genitive of charge the charge with which one is charged go
i genitive of definition | the genitive is used to define something 1
% originally, the genitive was used to descr
:;,>" . . while the ablative wasased to describe e
E genitive of description However, the ¢ became blurre
%3 used ;
= obiective genitive. : Xpress the object of the verbal id,
__________ J gents meum laboris (= odi lnborem), ‘my hatred o
used to denote the whole of which some
‘some of the soldiers’ (41.8; 43.2, 4; 56.10
{y Compound verbs: the dative is use
69.2) and sometimes instead of a pr
. meaning of a compound verb. This
dative after verbs than in prose. (43.6; 52.2; 59.2; 64.2;
{ii) Simple verbs or adjectives: certain
@ object in the dative case, e.g. imper
3 the dative is often used in poetry, instea
% dative of motion case, to express motion towards, e.g. fac
3=
3]
=
& , .
= dative of possession
dative of purpose P _
ndive (41.1-2, 5; 57.2; 66.1; 68.2)
used to express the purpose behind an a
to help’ (65.4)
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the use of a participie and noun instead

ablative absolute 42.3;53.1-2; 57.1, 2; 64.7; 65.6, etc.)

ablative of attendant

. sirnilar to the ablative absohute, but witha
circumstances

the ablative expresses the reason for an
ablative of cause Neronis — ‘because o red of Nero’ (26

comparative adjective ¢

ablative of comp te object of the comparison, e.g. A

the ablative is used to express the way in
(41.10) ‘
the ablative is used to express the means
is very similar to the instrumental ablati
ablative of measure of | the ablative is used to express by how m
difference another, e.g. multo post, ‘much later” (25,

ablative of means

the ablative is used to express the origin
of a goddess’ (53.4; 64.7)
the ablative is used to express the place-
ablative of place action takes place, usually with a prepo
humi and the names of small islands and
this expresses the point of view from wl
(25.5; 59.1; 64.9)

ablative of separation | this is used after verbs.

ablative of origin

The Ablative Case

ablative of respect

v adjectives, e, &

the ablative is1
58.1:. ¢

y . sress the time wi
ablative of ime F

after verbs and

N erbs and adjectives take the abl
 adjectives

this expresses the instrument or means
ablative | usually found after passive verbs, e.g. gl
with a sword’ {(42.10-11; 52.5; 58.4; 65.1;
the locative is a separate case, though it
other cases; in the first declension singu
genitive, e.g. Ronue, at Rome; in the plu
ablative, e.g. Athenis, at Athens (58.5)

the use of the relative pronoun rather tha
senttence to the previous one (26.2; 42.8)

The Locative Case

Connecting Relative

COPYRIGHT
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Gerund +
Gerundive

Indicative

gerundival attraction

the noun is attracted into the case
into the number and gender of th

gerundive of
obligation

dum

used to express what should be d

historic present
indicativ

<

present indicative or infinitive
tense to make the passage more v
9,11, 52.1, etc.); infinitive (42.5; 6

npersonal verbs

Tacitus is fond of using verbs imy
(432, 5, 6,7, 585 65.1, etc.)

a statement which becomes indire

Infinitive | indirect statement previous verb of saying, thinking
verb is put into the infinitive (25.
Participles | Tacitus often used participles as nouns: (Introduction, p. §;
causal clauses these denote the reason for an ac
concessive clauses clauses infroduced by “although’
. the subjunctive is used after verb
fearing clauses . . e
introduced by ne and negative feay
generic subjunctive ;Eg; )denotes the action of a type r)f
a commmand or petition which bec
indirect command on a previous vab of ordering, ask
Subjunctive 10-1] Z

indirect questie

hich becomes indirect
Syious verb of asking (why), kne
64.10-11; 69.3)

a clause which expresses the purp
41.1-2:56.1-2, 3; B8.2; 65.8, etc.)

esult {or consecutive}
clause

the subjunctive is used to express {
main clause (26.3; 38.4; 64.6; 65.4;

subordinate clauses in
oratio obligua

the verbs in subordinate clauses v
statement change to the subjuncti
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Stlistic terms

abstract nouns: {a) Tacitus often uses an abstract noun + genitive ins
agreement with a noun to throw emphasis onto the
tectorum, “the height of the buildings’, rather than al
buildings’(56.7)

{b) other uses of abstrac

Treroduction, p. 8, &

alliteration: the repetiti me etter or consonantal soung

tod words (25.5; 41.11, 12; 42.10-11;

ASSONance, ition of the same vowel sound in adjacent v

65.1, 3, etc.)

balance two o1 more phrases placed in the same order, e.g. iy
is the opposite of chiasmus (41.4, 6; 42.10; 32.6-7; 64

chiasmus: inversion in the second of two parallel phrases of th
noun + verb, verb + noun — the opposite of balance (3
43.6, etc.) ‘

choice of words: | Tacitus has a preference for certain types of words: %\
6; 59.2; 64.9; 65.7); beginning with prae- (41.7; 42.8; 5&
(41.13; 42.8; 53.2, 7, 59.4; 65.10, eic.); other examples

enclosing order: | where two words which agree with each other, e.g.
the beginning and the end of a longer phrase or sen
“onsists of four v
;65.1,6;67.1-2;

id at the end of words (65

other words. Enclosing order of
chiasmus or in a balanc

homoioteleuton: | repetition of

juxtaposition: vords placed next to each other for emy

eton (41.9-10; 58.1, 2-3; 69.8)

an understatement, consisting of two negatives to e
not bad” = ‘quite good” (26.3; 64.9; 67.5)

%

a word used not in its original sense, but resemkb;
with love’ (258.5; 58.4; 59.2) :
poetic words and | Tacitus sometimes uses words or phrases which are

phrases poetry (58.3%)

polyptoton: the repetition of a word with the same root, butin a

part of speech (43.3, 6; 64.12) COPYRIGHT
sarcasm: a feature, though not really stylistic (41.2, 11) PROTECTED
sibilance: use of the letter s, making a hi sound and often;

contempt (67.2-3)

superlative: Tacitus oftey superlative adjective or adverl,

tacking O L phirases or clauses added after the apparent co

(26.1; 42.9)

varigtio: variation in the way two or more identical words ar Z
synonyms (26.5-6; 41.13-14; 43.2; 52.5, 6-7; 53.2, etc.

zeugma: the use of two words to express one composite idea
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