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introduction for Teachers

The aim of this guide is to develop the knowledge and skills required to answer questions for OCR’s Classical
Civilisation A Level examination: Componeant Group 3 Beliefs and Ideas: Greek Religion H408/31.

The guide has three sections:

1. Section A: where relevant key knowledge is introduced, and which inciudes discussion of prescribed visual
material, and a list of GCR prescribed gods.

2. Section B: where extracts of literature are suggested 1o support answers to longer essays. There are no
prescribed texts, but some authors are specified.

3. Section C; where examination advice and some broad themes are drawn together.

Learners are advised to use the guide as follows:

1. Read Section A

2. Read Section B

OR

1. Read Ssction A and support study of topics with relevant literature from Section B {the literature in section B
is arranged so that teachers can use this option).

Prescribed Visual Material

c. 400-300 BC, in the National Museum in Athens {vase

Red-figure plagque depicting the cult of Eleusis number 231)

Marbie relief / anatomical votive From the shrine of Asclepius, now in the
British Museum (1867,0508.117}

Athenian Acropolis Inciuding the Parthencn and the Erechtheion

Temple of Zeus and Pheidias’ statue, the ash altar of

Olympia Clympian Zeus, the treasuries, the Echo Stoa and the stadium

A PDF of the resource is included so that students can view the sources in colour {gither digitally or printed).

Cther details of the specification can be found at: 2zed.uk/11776-0CR
This guide follows the specification largely in the order in which it is set gut.

Section B Literary Texts

Although there are no prescribed texts for Greek Religion, specific authors are referenced in the specification:
Hesiod, Homer, Xenophanes and Socrates. Extracts from relevant Hterature has therefore been selected to support
the study of religion and philosaphy. This guide uses extracts of texts from the website: www.perseus.tufts.edu
These texis are free from copyright restrictions but often use antiguated language. Much of the language has,
therefore, been updated for this guide without losing the often solemn nature of the contents.

L Horrow, October 2022

A web poge containing oll the links listed in this resource is conveniently provided on ZigZag
Education’s website ot zzed.uk/11776

You may find this helpful for accessing the websites rather than typing in each URL.
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Greece, as a country, had several cities which functioned independently with the
their own (different!) money. They are referred to as city stotes and in Greek the:
is regarded by scholars as the most important and most successful city state.

AN
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Ancient Gr HEES éeply religious, but they did not have a word for relig
which refer holy matters’. However, to the Greeks our modern ideas of r
philosophy were all under the same idea of Greek religion. The home, politics an:
influenced by the Greeks’ attitude towards religion. -

Classical Civilisation A Level OCR: Beliefs and Ideas: Greek Religion Page20f 718




The nature of the Ob

The Greeks believed that there were many gods, each controliing various aspect
is called pojytheism. Greel society is, therefore, referred to as being polfytheistic
everything: nature, weather, health, wealth, crops, cattle and war. i was then n
city states to keep a balance of cooperation of gods and men in their lives.

in the beginning...
Many religions both ancient and modern offer an explanation of the beginning o
same. They belisved that there was Chaos which was follo by Earth, called G
sky/heavens. Gaia gave birth to 12 Titans, also referr

The Titan Cronos married his siste
Zeus, Hera, Poseidon, Hestiz

Zeus battled with the Titans (Additional source)
Having overthrown
their father and the
octher Titans from
power, the brothers
Zeus, Hades and
Poseidon drew iots 1o
split the world between
them. Poseidon became
ruler of the sea. Hades
became god of the
underworld. Zeus
became the leader of
the gods.

The Olympian gods were so called as the Greeks believed
that they lived on Mount Olympus in north-eastern Greece.
it was, and still is, often covered by clouds.

The god Zeus married his sister, Hera. Zeus was n
1o his wite and many of his children
with other gods and mortal wom
children of Zeus

Aphrodite agree, saying she was born from Quranos, the Titan).

) Go to zzed.uk/11776
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OCR Prescribed Gods

God: Zeus

Area of responsibifity:
Leader of the gods, justice, fate

God: Demeter

Relationship to Zeus
Sister

&Area of responsibilit
Agricuiture

God: Hera

Relationship to Zeus:
Sister and wife

Area of responsibility:
Marriage

God: Hermes

Ralationship to Zeus

Area of responsibilit
Messenger, tradesm

God: Poseid:

Relationsh
Brother

Area of responsibility:
Sea

God: Hephaestus

Relationship to Zeus
Son with Hera

Area of responsibilit
Blacksmiths

God: Athena

Relationship to Zeus:
Daughter

Area of responsibility:
Wisdom, craft and skills

God: Ares

Relationship to Zeus
Son with Hera

&Area of responsibilit
War

God: Artemis

Relationship to Zeus:
Daughter {twin)

Area of responsibility:
Hunting, archery,
unmarried women

God: Hestia

Relationship to Zeus
Sister

Area of responsibilit
Hearth {fire at home)

God: Apollo

Relationship to Zeus:
Son {twin}

Area of responsibility:
Sun, music, prophec

God: Dionysus

Area of responsibilit
Wine

God: Aph

Reiationshm ) LEUS:
Daughter / Daughter of Quranos

Area of responsibility:
Love
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The Greeks believed that their gods looked and to some
like themselves. They were, therefore, depicted as lookin
and having emotions such as anger and jealousy. Attribu
characteristics to non-human forms is known as anthrop
the vase to the left (additional source} Arternis is shown
woman, wearing the typical clothes of a woman around

irt her hand tell the viewer that this is Artemis, responsib
The bow in her hand is a common feature in depicting Ar
visual clues are referred to as attrib

#al source) is Hermes, s
: rd. He is messenger of the
- carries a distinctive wand called a co

inthe image to th
man, with In

vase was painted. She looks very human. However, the de

_.\_.

The Greeks believed, however, that despite
looking human, their gods had superpowers,
Hermes is depicted above with winged sandals
to help him fly to different destinations with
messages. The image on the vase below
{additional source) shows Zeus as an older man.
He is sitting and holding his attribute, a
thunderbolt, in his right hand. The scene shows
the birth of Athena. She was born out
head and was born as a fully f

vesented by the rings around
he Greeks did not know
exactly what an aegis was, and it is shown
sometimes as a breastplate, part of a set of
armour, but often looks like a big bobbly cardigan!

Her aegis supposedly had snakes on it, which painters interpreted as real curlings

Behind Zeus is another god, with a musical instrument, a lyre. He is Apollo, the g
attribute. We shall see later in more detall from Greek literature {Section B} wha
gods feel passion, jealousy, anger and despalr.

Classical Civilisation A Leve! OCR: Beliefs and ldeas: Greek Religion Page5of71
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The relationship between the Greeks and their gods can be described as recipre
honouring them and in return helped them. The idea was that the offering of s
an obligation to respond. Reciprocity made binding relationships. This was an g
applied to Greeks in their human society. There were reciprocal arrangements

The Greeks believed the gods could be honoured in the Toliowing ways and thatin 5

e  Sacrifice: A blood offering by the killing of an animal

¢ Libation: Wine offering poursd on altars or the soil

®  Prayers: Directly addressing a particular god

e Yotive offering: A deal made with the gods: 1t you do®
the individual had to fulfil their side of the barsaiiiy,

'l give you X'.
g the offering, w

Greek religion had fear built into i
Greeks were careful notto
impiety: acts
the gods, arnily. Committing or
being charg impiety in Athens resulted
in going to trial. Failure to honour the gods
praperly resulted in punishment. Being left out
of prayers showed the gods felt jealous and
vengeful. When Artemis was not given the
correct worship after a harvest, she sent a boar
to destroy the next crops (additional

seurce, right).

Although the gods had a definite moment of birth, however bizarre, they did no
ook upon mortals at death. The vase to the right {additional source) is by the B
famous duel in the Trojan War between the Greek Achilles and the Trojan Hect
backwards — ‘on the back foot’ — and is losing. Achilles is about to kill him so th
Hector, turns away and leaves him to his fate.

in Euripides’ play Hippolytus the young man
Hippolytus, a keen hunter, has ignored Aphrodite and
only given worship to Artemis. She is his supporter,
but Aphrodite is more powerful, and Hippolytus is
fatally wounded. Artemnis promises to get back at
Aphrodite as a reward for his loyalty:

Let be! For though you are in sntler the

eqrth, even so will

Ultimately, though, Artemis can do nething:

Farewell: it is not lowful for me to look upon the dead or to defile my sight w
And | see that you are ofready near that misfortune. (1437-8)

Adonger extract from Hippolytus is included in Section B.

Classical Civilisation A Leve! OCR: Beliefs and ldeas: Greek Religion Page 6 of 7
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S0 how did the Greeks come 10 have these beliefs? There is a period in Greek h
and this is referred 1o as the Dork Ages. This is not because there was darkness
about what happsaned. It seems the ideas about the gods developed during this
6005 BC they were eventually written down. Two major writers of that time we
writings influenced what the Greeks thought about religion in the following cen

700 8¢ - He describes, in poetry, the origins of the gods in hi
Hesiod practices in Works and Days. Hesiod's accounts of the myth

7005—-600s BC - He is believed to have wri

H
omer the warrior Achilles, and the Odys

expiain the origins of festivals and cults. This is known as aetig
2n the epic poem::
bing Odysseus’s &

Homeric Hymns | 600s BC—~ Poems from th
{arcund 33} written by him

r but not now beliew

What we learn about the gods from these authors:

individuals or nations

Hesiod Homer
& Qrigins of the gods ¢ Gods play a part in the affairs of men
&  Man needs the gods to 8 (Gods are powerful
lead a good and right life 2 Gods have emotions
{morality} e Gods can deceive \\
e How to worshipthegods | e  Gods have favourites, be they .

e Gods have personal enemies

their role as..”. In Greek this was shown with a matching specific adiective for t
term is also used in Greek literature to reflect a guality or characteristic of a go

The epithets of Zeus (prescribed knowledge)

As seen on page 4, the gods had different areas of responsibility. However, there:
society not covered by these general responsibilities. In these cases, the gods we

Epithet attached to Zeus

Zeus in his role as looki :
included seeing were fair.

Zeus i : “patton of the Athenian brother
sio which all Athenian men belonged

Zeus Agoraios

Zeus Phratrios

Zewus Philios

s

his role as god of the household. He oversaw {

Zeus Herkd

Zeus in his role as protector of families, especially &

Zeus Horkic

Zeus in his role as protector of oaths. This was imps

when athletes swore they would not cheat.
Zeus Panhellenios Zeus in his role as protector of all Greece.

in total Zeus managed to coliect over 50 epithets, ranging from Zeus in his role
protector of olive groves, the law and childbirth,

Classical Civilisation A Level OCR: Beliefs and Ideas: Greek Religion Page 7of 718
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Epithets of Athena (additional knowledge)

in Athens, on the Acropolis, a sanctuary {holy area) was built to the patron of ¢

pecple in various roles, and this was reflected in shrines, temples and statues ths

Epithet Area of responsibility

Athena in her role as a maiden

Athena Parthenos .
{parthenos), never marrying.

Athena in her role as bringer of

Athena Nike victory {Nike} in war.

Athena Polias Athena patron of the city {pofis).

Athena Promachos Athena fighting i

o to zzed.uk/11776 |

However, the roles of the gods could overiap. Did a general in Athens pray to A

Athenian general, had just this problem. He went to the famous sanctuary of Apg

consulting the priestess, who was helieved to give advice fram the god:

So, Xenophon went and asked Apolio to what one of the gods he should sacr
most successfully to perform the journey which he had in mind and, after me
home in safety; and Apollo in his response told him to what gods he must sa

Classical Civilisation A Level OCR: Beliefs and Ideas: Greek Religion Page 8of 71 5
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Over the years many gods were added to the Olympians. Also, as gods mixed wit
deities such as nymphs {deities of woodland and water}, and also demigods, whe
Famous demigods include Achilles, whose mother, Thetis, was a sea goddass, any

Peleus. Then there was Heracles, whose father was Zeus and whose mother was:

legendary king of Athens, was supposed to have Poseidon as his father. importas
Theseus were born, and they died, so they were not gods. Herpes were thought
Neither Achilies nor Heracles nor Theseus was perfect, and they all made human

made them into heroes, and they were worshipped as such. This is known as hery

Herades
Heracles

his Twelve Labo
§ a was angry and jeal
mother, Alcmene. Heracles ha

persuaded her to trick Heracles. One da

Heracles said: ‘Come here little lambs’ t

| three children. Hera approached Ag

sacrifice three lambs to Zeus. His childre

were killed by him. Megara screamed arg
exiled himself to the area of Argos and b
cousin. The king set Heracles 12 dangerg:
became the Twelve Labours of Heracles

The first task was to kill the Lion of Nem

There was a Homeric Hymn to Heracles as early as 70

Homeric hymn To Heracles the | ditional source)

{1} 1 will sing of Herog! us and much the mightiest of men on e

vhen the dark-clouded Son of Cronos had lain with R
5f lond and sea [S] at the bidding of King Eurystheus, and |
dured mony, but now he lives happily in the giorious hiome of s

the city ol

ankled Hebe for his wife. Hail, lord, son of Zeus. Give me success and prosperi

Classical Civilisation A Level OCR: Beliefs and Ideas: Greek Religion Page9of 715
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Theseus

Minos, King of Crete, had sent his son to be educated in Athens. His son was mu
for the way the Athenians had treated his son, Minos demanded seven girls and
sacrifice to the Minotaur. This was a monster, half bull half human, which lived |
passages beneath Minos’s palace. The youths were chosen by lot, but Theseus, t
Theseus arrived in Crete and King Minos’s daughter Ariadne feil in love with him
which he tied to the door of the labyrinth. He went in, unravelling the string, anc
Following the string back helped him get out.

As Ariadne had betrayed her father, she could not stay, so Theseus took her with

island of Naxos on the way home. Before Theseus had left Athens, his father, King
satls. One white meant success while the other, a black
sail to white, and when the king saw the boat, he :

@5 of Athenians. The supposed achi
united all the small towns arournd Athen
sy could not vote or decide things just for themsely
vegan the Panathenaic Games ~ these were for Athenians og
Theseus alsc@Tormed heroic labours.

Theseus went on to redeem hi
legendary King of Ather

Minor cult heroes

There were also local cult heroes. For example, A
that Theseus stole Helen {later to be th
twin prothers Castor and Polluxj
Academus told them th
him, and h ‘
at the site

“Plitarch, who wrote
fojan War) before she m
he land argund Athens, and we
ten, at Aphidna. Helen's mortal father, the}
ro to later Spartans. The place was special to the A
e oilve il put in the vases which were prizes at the Panat

Classical Civilisation A Level OCR: Beliefs and Ideas: Greek Religion Page 10 of 715
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Panhellenic level

Athens is regarded by
maost scholars as the most
important and most
successtul city state, but
others, such as Sparta and
Corinth, were equally
successful and worshipped
the gods in their own way.
That said, some religious
sites were places for all
Greeks to worship. These
sites are referred to as
Panhellenic, meaning ‘all
Greece’. For exg ;

Clympia, and Apollo at
Delphi. Sites were also dedicated to particular city states, the most well-known
dedicated to Athena. However, being a major deity, Athana had temples inma
Sparta. In Tegea, in Arcadia, southern Greece, there was a large temple dedicat
associated with an ancient goddess Alea. Athena was, therefore, given this loca
dedicated to Athena Aleg: Athena in her role as Alea. Where the Olymipian gods
local gods they were often merged.

Local polis level

in Athens there were many local shrines. The ancient travel writer Pausanias sa

in the Athenian marketploce among the objects not generally known is an al
most useful in the life of mortals and in the changes of fortune, but honoure
the Greeks. And they are conspicuous not anly for their humanity but aiso fo
have an altar to The Feeling of Shame, one to Rumour and one to Effort. It is
in piety are correspondingly rewarded by good fortune. (Pausanias 1.17.1.}

and later on, he says:

! have already stated that the Athenions ore far more devoted to religion tha
use the epithet Athena Ergane (The Worker). {1.23)

This attitude seems 10 have lasted into the Christian era. The Christian Paul has

are very reiigious. *2 For as | walked around and looked carefully at your obje
altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you are ignorant of the ver
what | am going to proclaim to you’. {Acts 17 16-24 with omissions NIV)

Classical Civilisation A Leve! OCR: Beliefs and ldeas: Greek Religion Page 11 of 7
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Even in the home the gods were never far away. For a Greek family their main co
prosperity of the house and its occupants. Key moments in family life were mark
image below {left — additional source} a young man is leaving for war and offerin

The altar, which mainly stood in the courtyard of the house, was regarded as a
{middle — additional source) a young man has been pursuing a woman. She has
She is guaranteed protection from the gods and the young man backs off.

=

A herm (above right) was a squared column of stone with a head and an erect p

Hermns

the earliest worship of divinities as pieces of wood {as in Athena Polias statue)
herma. Herms were placed in key places such as the Greek marketplace {agora)
above was found, libraries and gyms. Herms were also placed at crossroads and
houses. They were believed to keep off evil spirits. The term for magic, supersti
referred to as gpotropoic. in addition, herms were believed to bring prosperity

Alcibliades and vandalism

in 415 BC, on a night during the Athenian war with Sparta {Peloponnesian War)
vandalised. This of course was regarded as an act of impiety. The Athenians ca
had been carried out by Spartan sympathisers.

Political enemies of Alcibiades, a statesman and general, blamed him and want
aithough he offered 1o stand trial, he had to sail to take part in the war. While a
impiety and sentenced to death. i

Personal experience of the divine
For many, however, Greekr
participation. E i
and offering

oimal and distant, just something to b
& family had to watch as the head of the hou
o mystery cults.

Eleusinian Wiysteries (presciibed knowledge)
Mystery cults offered a very personal experience and, in many cases, offered co

death. Participants were offered an initiation when the secret was revealed to th

epopteia. Initiation gave a sense of belonging and community and offered a per
Athenian religious ceremonies were usually dominated by male citizens, but m
Mysteries was open to anvone including women, slaves, and non-Greeks {but w
was an initiation fee. After that, what happened had to be kept secret. The fact
the Eleusinian Mysteries shows how people respected the secrecy — although t
by death! So yet again fear was a factor rather than comfort,

Classical Civilisation A Leve! OCR: Beliefs and ldeas: Greek Religion Page 12 of 7
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The Telesterion, showing the large open area and stands at the side.
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Great Eleusinia (prescribed knowledge)

Two of the festivals held at Eleusis were the Lesser Mysteries, which took place
Mysteries or Great Eleusinia, which took place in the early autumn, September/
lasted nine days {10 if the bringing of the sacred objscts is included}):

Day Events
Sacred objects brought from Eleusis and put inthe | Eleusin
Pra-assembiy .
Eleusinion the Acr
Mystag
Assembly in the Athenian marketplace {agora). Myst: P
1 . . .
instructions issued by the archon basileus Archorn
for relig
2 Purification: Bathing of partici acrificial
animals in the sea
: .. Asclepi
3 pius and Hygeia with a pannychis Hygeia:;
Pannyc
rocession to Eleusis {15 miles} along the Sacred
) . . . Aphrod
Way including priests {men and women}. Dancing, \acchus

4 singing, libations, and sacrifices to gods on the
way. Ceremony at arrival led by hierophant and
pannychis including drinking kykeon,

Initiates enter the Telesterion ending with

5-7 . . . Teleste
sacrifices, dancing and feasting
& Pouring libations from special containers Libotio
9 Mysteries ended

The Ninnion Tablet: 400300 ac, most probably 370 (presciibed materi
This red clay plague was discovered in the sanctuary at
Eleusis and was dedicated, as a votive, to someone called
Ninnion. It is important as it provides some details of
what happened at the Eleusinian mysteries, The figures
are arranged on two levels. Demeter is sitting on what is
supposed to be the secret box in the top right-hand
corner, Her skin is darker than that of the other women as
she is a goddess of crops and was supposed to spend time
in the sun. If she were to stand up she would be very tall
as goddesses were supposed to be tailer than humans.
Persephone, also known as Kore, is one of the figures
shiown in white robes holding a torch and there is a
procession of initiates, both men and women, Th
dome is called an omphalos, the central hy
ceremaonial branches, carried by
front. These are known
omphalos is : : approaches with a
torch. Som terpret the torches as a metaphor
for ‘enlighte RENY, the revelation of the mysteries,
epoptein. On the other hand, the need for torches
suggests night or the underwaorld. All the participants in
the procession are wearing crowns. They are taking part
prabably in a pannychis, an all-night festival, carrying
branches and even a little bottle of il for offerings.

Their feet indicate that they may be dancing.

e left of the

Classical Civilisation A Level OCR: Beliefs and Ideas: Greek Religion Page 14 of 713
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Notice also the band across the main part of the plague. It shows the different
oldest representation in Wastern art.

The Ninnton Tablet is very important as it is the only known original depiction of {

The healing cult of Asclepii:

According to Homer's /!

5 was a hero who treated the Greeks’ woundg
, half horsel) and was a brilliant pupil. Other versi
o be the son of Apoilo. By having an overlap of hero and divi
ero who understood human weaknesses and a god who had di
the ‘medical arts’ part of medicine.

Cther gods associated with him (and they are his daughters also), are:

e Hygeia: Goddess of keeping clean s Aceso: Godde
s laso: Goddess of recovery from iliness s Aegle: Goddes
e Panacea: Goddess of cure and remedy

was believed to have been born. His centres became extra popular particularly
naturally sought his healing powers,
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This was a huge sanctuary and showed how important the gods were in the belia:
heal their illnesses. The belief went back a long way, with the site being associaty
Apollo Maleatas. The scholar Jeremy Mcinerney thinks the epithet is used to link;
Asclepius. Malos was an ancestor of Ascleplus. -

Here are some key features from the plan arranged in order of a typical visit.

L | Baths of Asclepius {and probable library)

ces were performe
A place for sleeping while
them in dreams to show
cure them with sleep. Thi

£ | Temple of Asclepius

0 | Abaton

She was sister to Apollo a

F | Tem . .
diseases in woman.
Gymnasium Exercise was thought to b
X | Stadium

M | Gymnasium or baths

Inside the temple of Asclepius {C) was the cult image of the god. Pausanias, an

The image of Asclepius is, in size, half as big as the Olympion Zeus at §
Athens, and is mode of ivory and gold... The god is sitting on o seot L

grosping a staff, the other hand is holding above the head of o
serpent; there is also the figure of a dog lving by his side. {Pausanias
Guide to Greece 2.27.2 trans: W H S Jones 1918}

The image to the right is a marble copy of the statue of a standing
Asclepius. He is depicted as an older man with beard and partially
draped. He looks capable and yet kindly as he has a relaxed pose. As a
hero he might seem more approachable than if regarded as solely 3 god.
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The Asclepion at Cos: a modem hospital? (additional knowledge)
Not all of Asclepius’s medical advice would pass modern standards. Dogs roame
licking the sores and wounds of the patients. The saliva of dogs was supposed t
Snakes were also nearby to help cure ilinesses of the mind. This shows the huge
understanding of medicine and the beliefs of the Greeks. Nevertheless, there arg
the trust people put in a visit to the sanctuaries. One on the island of Cos is spe
Hippocrates is regarded as the “father of medicine’ and was believed to be a gra
today is a tree under which Hippocrates is supposed to have taught his student

L Qe &
N SRR

As in other sanctuaries to Asclepius, the Asclepion at Cos had a temple to Apoll
next to his sister Artemis, goddess of hunting}. This was at the top of & terraced
a temple to Asclepius where patients slept. Hippocrates had his medical school
theatres and consulting rooms around an open courtyard. He also believed in e
of vegetables,

Miracles (prescitbed knowledge)

Given the medical and iifestyle advice received at the sanctuaries of Asclepius,
been healed. Thales, a Greek philosopher, did not accept that there wera mirac
felt that these were natural phenomena. Many though regarded their cures as 1
record that a man was healed of paralysis of his fingers; a child who could not s
was healed of blindness. People gave offerings in return for the gods’ favour as
arrangements expected by the gods.

A man called Pandaros had spots or boils on his forehead, which he covered wit
he had a dream where Asclepius wrapped his wounds in age and told hir
temple. In return, once he was healed, he was to off Daidage as a votive
Pandaros wake up, he removed the bandgs : at the spots had disapy
bandage to the Temple, as commzgsis S god Asclepius. ‘
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Marble relief representing part of a leg
Found in 1828, this marble votive offering
Greek island of Milos. Bating from the first
dedicating it from Tyche to Asclepius and Hg
probably for the cure of some problem wit
carved in relief, meaning the marble has b
to be almost 3D, It is a good example of hav
gods. This votive is also an example of one ¢
of the divine.

The Greek says:
To Asclepius
And

{gave this)
As a thank offering

We have no record of the attitude of indivio‘i

Orade at Dodona: Giving advice for private individuals (prescribed know
Oracle: an oracle covers three functions:

e  The place where prophecies are given (Dodona)
e  The priests who delivered the prophecies

¢ The prophecy

Dodona is in north-west Greece. [t was the site of one of the oidest oracles in G
was originally dedicated to Gaia or Rhea. It is even mentioned in Homer as bein

But Odysseus, he said, had gone to Dodona to hear the will of Zeus from the
how he might return to the rich land of ithaca after so long an absence, whe
14 328-9)

The sanctuary, holy area, had an oak or a beech tree, and the rustling of the lea
Zeus sending a message. The meassage was interpreted by the priests. There we
wind biowing around them gave an eerie sound, also inter d as messages.

Their feet unwashed, their slumbers on the gre » hear, from rustling o3

the fotes, low-whispered in the bree
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The plan ab

was not buil

but develop

fant

to Themis {
responsibilit
also a templ
{14). These v
the original
the Temple
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At this site private people wanted answers. To the right is
an example of the many lead plates used to ask questions.
The subjects are about travel, moving home, family
problems, marriage advice and even a prayer asking for how
1o get the ‘right offspring’ {a boy)!

Why are there thealres at sancluaries?

Going to the theatre was part of a religious festival, At
Dodona and Epidaurus, theatres were built as part of efforts
to encourage festivals at the sanctuaries. Aristotle, in his
Poetics, says the aim of tragedy in particular was to bring
about a cathorsis of the spectators, meaning to make th
have feelings of pity, fear and sympathy, and to s«
extent pride, and to experience these s :
theatre cleansed and uplifted and S
understanding of gods - arsis was brought about by watching a pla
Cr moving g wwitd the chief character. The effect of the plays on th
enormous al'years after Euripides wrote his tragedies, Aristophanes wa
the audience®hind amusing. They chviously knew the details of the originals.
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Religion and society

The household
The head of a Greek household carried out the role of a priest, performing ritu
kept safe the prosperity and security of their home. Every day, prayers and sm

Zeus Ktesios {domastic Zeus) Set up in store cupboards, as a giver of w
When the newly elected officials were in
whether they owned an Apolio Patroos {Ap
families) and a Zeus Herkeios
Apolio Agyieos (of the strests) As an image placaray house's street er
The hearth ilace where the housel
t meaitimes smalif food offe
ions were poured on the floor.

Zeus Harkeios {protector of the
wall surrounding the house)

BRI ARS

Hestia {of the hearth)

Different ehold could take part in family rituals. These ritua
ceremony fu -born child, a new wife, or a new slave. The home was whe
war, 5o there ware rituais to prepare the dead that took place inside the home
source) is from the Dipylon vase, showing mourners attending a body in the ho
which the body was laid out was calied the prothesis and all members of the fa

R

o

RS S SRR SRS
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Demes (presaibed knowledge)
Demes were settlements in the ares around a city. :
Attica. For example, Thorikos was a deme i COPYRIGHT

its own priests. Demes also had fest! ; “ E PROTECTED

repeats of plays were per
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Thorikos was linked with Athens
through the legendary hero
Theseus who had united Attica.
The theatre at Thorikos was
probably built to celebrate the
rural Dionysia and is much smaller
than the one in Athens, holding
only about 3,000; but for a deme,
the size of a village, this was big.
The theatre was a key building for
uniting the members of the deme
through a religious experience.

Theatre of Thorikos, 6 coas

The Polis (prescribed knowledge) .
The YouTube presentation on page 2 shows that the city states could be very diffe
all shared a common belief in the Olympian gods. What was written in Homer and:}

Greece and so every city state shared a common understanding of the sacred, the

Religious authority, politics, and religion (prescribed knowledge)
In many ways there was no Greek religious authority. In many modern religions
calied dogmao. There was none in Greek religion. There were no specific religious:
be brought before a religious court. There wers civic laws, however, linked to re
officials ike bishops, cardinals and rabbis, There was no Bible or Quran. The gyst
a reliance on tradition passed down. Priests were not looked to for authority. in
any special training. They had no pastoral duties as modern priests might have t
and only wore any robes when undertaking activities such as a sacrifice. Their m
correct oiservance of the traditional rituals.

Classical Civilisation A Level OCR: Beliefs and Ideas: Greek Religion Page 23 of 713

COPYRIGHT
PROTECTED




The scholar R 5§ Garland believes that religious authority did not belong to one
1o play. We shall look at the role of priests and priestesses later, but civic officials
in cities. in Athens key officials were:

Name Role Resps
All religious matters
Archon Basileus Religious official Religicus legal matters
Cults

Oversight of all festivals

Eponymous Archon in charge of festivals City Dionysia theatrical com
Epimeletai Specific festivals Individual appointments fo
Polymarch Military

ates with religious responsibiliti
ou-inwood {1945-2007]. One of her m
ch showed how the ancient Greek polis actually con

Remember these were not pri
polis and religion was

Implety ancViasma (prescribed knowledge) .
Tradition and respect were of importance. Impiety, or in Greek, gsebeia, was a E
something considered sacred. it was believed that impious actions such as disr
the gods could bring down the wrath of the gods. The Greeks did everything to
most famous impiety trial was of Socrates, who was charged in 399 8¢ for not reg
did and for introducing new ideas. Section B inciudes some more detailed exam;%f
aiso included acts of sacrilege, which could be stealing from or damaging a holy &

Ancther fear was poffution, a plague or illness that could only be avoided with oo
Greek word for this was migsmao. Without keeping to strict religious ways, it cous
crops, family and state. Miasma was released into a city state or community in
Rabert Parker believes that in the idea of pollution ‘societies create order by st
conditions and events and persons’. Examples of pollution were associated wit
war, and sacrilege; also some diseases, especiaily madness. in extremes, pollutio
killing a father. It was most lethal when released as a result of a deliberate murg
King, the city of Thebes is suffering a plague as a result of their king, Cedipus, ha
realising who it was and by marrying his own mother, again without realising it. &
could to avoid poliution and the subseguent punishment. Washing avoided just b
given birth could not go to certain refigious places until a set number of days hag.
tried to honour their gods in their own specific way.

B

An extract from Oedipus the King can be found in Section B,

Panathenaia (prescribed knowledge)
Athens had a good example of a festivaly
Athena every year with a fest

with greater than us

: 5 own polis, The Athenians
WLesser Panathenaia. Every four years
: s called the Great or Greater Panathenaia
30% of th : FYoughly our fuly. The main day of the festival was th
was thougt Athena's birthday. During the festival various groups compe
festival is par~Athenaic, meaning all-Athenian {as opposed to Pan-Hellenic, ali-
included a procession and the sacrifice of 100 oxen. This was known as a hecat

Religious and civic significance of the Panathenala for Athens (prescribed |
Although the chief purpose of the festival was to celebrate Athena’s birthday, t
chance to show off several other things to any who watched: the greatness of th
skill; their religious piety and the building programme on the Acropolis.
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Events of the Great Panathenaia (ength of contest in days may differ amo

Day Event Details
Competitions in Adult men and boys singing with
Dav 1 music and reciting | accompaniment on the kithora (seven-
¥ stringed instrument) and aulos {flute). Recitin
of Hicd and Odyssey.
Athletics contests
Day 2 for youths and
boys
Over 20 events, with three age classes, and
team and individual cg
Foo races were heldonthe @
=K of the Athenian Agora. Each rac
0 competitors and races were contested:
Day 3 over various distances. .
The jump, discus, javelin, wrestling, boxing,
pankration {brutal combination of wrestling,
boxing}.
Hoplite race: a race in full armour.
Fquestrian events Chariot and racing events, including Apohates
Day 4 9 where charlots were ridden and the riders
jumped off and on as they moved.
Day 5 Tribal events Mititary dancing and male beauty contests.
Torch race {had to keep torch alight}.
Torchr . .
¢ z?ce, The procession went through the city to
Day 6 procession and all- . . . -
. Athena's shrine on the Acropolis. Sacrifices
night party .
were then followed by an ali-night
celebration, called the pannychis.
A tes and boat
Day 7 pobates and bo Youth events and b
races
Day & Prizes, feasting ¢
¥ celebration are was a meat feast from the sacrifice at
} Athena's altar.

The prizes for the event winners were jars of olive oil. The oil came from the oliv
the trees were thought 1o have come from cuttings from the first olive tree whic
Acropolis. Special jars were made to contain the oil with a picture of Athena on
showing the event in which the victor had triumphed; the first prize could consis
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Black figure Panathenalc amphora (presoribed material)
The image on the right is from a vase given as
a prize in the foot race at the Great
Panathenaia. It is a Panathenoic amphora with
a fid and held olive ¢il, about 35-39 litres.
These amphorae were kept well after the oil
had beean used up and many have survived.
The amphorae had a red background, being
the natural clay, and black figures were
painted an. On each side of the vase was an
image: all Panathenaic vases had an image of
Athena on one side.

The image of Athena can be viewed ont
British Museum website, wh :
displayed: zzed.uk/11

Athena is statiaing, turning to her left between
two columns, with her left foot stepping forward, a spear in her right hand, and
a high-crested helmet which breaks inte the narrow neck of the vase. She is sho
long chiton tied at the waist, with a smali himation (cloak) hanging from her arm
seen, and her arm is through a strap and the handle. She has long hair, and jewe}

The other side (above] shows a foot race: three nude beardless athletes running
ground as they run. Their arms are bent and close to their sides. The men are st
lines have been drawn to show thelr muscles.

The procession, pompe, was the key religious event at nhe Athenians pres
dress, a peplos, which had been woven over the #'months by specia
peplos was taken to the Acropolisin a © s accsnon along a route called the
parts of Athenian society took ngs gicated by the route being at least §
started at the Dipylon
and approag
to accommig he procession splitting into columns, streamed through and en:
peplos to an¥&lient wooden statue to Athena Polias {kept in the strangely shap

and the sacrifice of many animals. i
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Places of worship

Temples and shrines to gods were found all over Greek city states and the count
sanctuaries, such as the Asclepion at Epidaurus. The Greeks spent a lot of money
were an indication of the wealth of a town, as we shall see for Athens. Likewise,
city state of Elis. For the citizens, Eleans, it was an asset but also a responsibility.
whom tried 1o gain control of the sanctuary at Clympia, but the sanctuary certai
pottery could be produced. Normally fine pottery was restricted to the towns. T
Eleans, who benefited from the vast souvenir trade.

it is important to understand that Gre
temple was a house for a god 0.
received gifts in the for
the particulEa w

ot places of worship lik
Visiting earth. A temple was at the
ch took piace at an altar outside the te
ok out towards the east at the ceremonies.

The Acropoils: deslgned rather than developed
After the Battle of Marathon in 490 8¢, with the Gree
major role in the defeat, started a building ;

ing the Persians, t
show the greatness of
ey started building the gatewa

Y s to stand near an old existing temple,
S were never completed because the Persians aty
destroyed L% on the Acropolis. But the Greeks won again. After the P
an oath to #e ruins of the Acropolis as a reminder, but it was felt inappro
a new building plan began which reflected Athens’ new status as top city’. This
whole, unlike other sanctuaries which developed over the years,

the Acropolis and a temple
‘Marathon t =
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Parthenon (prescibed material)

The Parthenon was so-called as it \
was dedicated to Athena with her \\\\\
epithet added in her role as WA
unmarried woman, Athena
Parthenos. It was buill between
447 and 432 8¢, It was the third
temple on the site and was
surrgunded by columns {8 x 17).
The sharp grooves in the columns
show that the temple is Doricin
style.

:\\\\\ .........................................................................

West ':s;:\

The inner part of the tempie cowia NOT DE ENILIEd TFOM THe WSt (DACK) a5 there
was kept. The columns in there were slender and known as fonic columns. It was,
lonic columns. Huge cedarwood doors opened inwards. Visitors entered through
of Athena. She was made of gold and ivory, called chryselephantine, by a sculptc
agres about his invoivement with the decoration of the rest of the Parthenon. H
all the decoration himself. The only possibility is that he was qverseer {episkoposi
ambiticus undertaken. The triangular ends, called pedi ere filled with st
images, called metopes, were on the outside
the inner wall {in black on the plan a ‘
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Summary of decoration of Parthenon

West ~ Athenians MNorth

Pediment: Athena and Metopes — fall of Troy/Persia
Poseidon fight
Frieze — ordinary pecpie — horsemen, chariots,
Metopes — Athenians vs rmusicians, victims

Amazons South

Metopes — Lapiths and centaurs

Frieze — ordinary people

prepare for festival Frisze — ordinary people — horsemen, chariots,
victims :

The symbolism of the decoration of 1%
The Parthenon was highly decoras
However, we need 1o ki
Acropolis. Tha

s are many presentations avatlabl

3
28

R
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The Lapiths were a tribe of men that lived in Thessaly towards the north-east of
invited ixion 1o Olympus where Ixion fell for Hera and slept with her. When it n
Centaurs. The Centaurs were rough and uncivilised, living In caves; they even h
knew nothing of ‘proper’ religion, being beasts,

The Greeks defeated the Persians after the Siege of Plataea in 479 8¢, The Pers
barbarisra. To show this the Greeks used the fight between Centaurs and Lapith
civilisation wins. This was also especially trus for the Athenians. In 480 8¢, a yea
Persians entered Athens and razed the city to the ground, destroying the earlie
Acropolis. When Pericles rebuilt the Parthenon, the inclusion of the centaurom
been a message to the world that Athens would always win against those it cons

WO
Henaic procession. Most
Museum having been brought o d Elgin. The sculptures are know

There is a debate among scholars about whether the Parthenon is purely a wor
important. The scholar Nigel Spivey thinks that it is a work of art. Here are som

Yas ~ it is purely a work of art Mo ~ it

& Looks impressive: combines Doric and lonic — ideal ¢  Frieze no

temple for ideal spectator sean as it

e  Pediments carved in 3D from behind as well as front — to admire

attention to detail ¢ Pediment

e No altar outside the Parthenon so ng sacrifices gutside well as fre

e  Erechtheion was religious centre for the Panathenaia. the work
Why the need for two temples?

One strang argument against the
religious nature of the Parthenon is
using evidence from the Panathenaic
procession itself. The procession did
not finish in front of the Parthenon but
before the Erechtheion, another
temple of the Acropolis. 1t was her
that there was a very old
statue, nothing li

e ane
] 3statue which
5. Below is an image
from the Parthenon frieze showing the
peplos being carried and then
unfolded ready to put on the statue -
but the one on the Erechtheion! The
peplos was dyed with saffron, making
it yellowy orange. It was embroidered
with scenes of Athena fighting the Giants.
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Erechthelon (prescribed material)

West view
L

] 2
® B 8 B8
South Porch
{Caryatids )

According to the scholar Robin Osborne ‘The Erechtheion has a good claim to be
buildings on the Athenian Acropolis.’

The Erechtheion was not a regular temple in that it was not a simple rectangulara
columns. Robin Oshorne calls it ‘a peculiar piece of temple architecture which b
This is bacause the temple had to cover, literally, many significant sites. It was by
possibly under the architect Mnesikles. The eastern half of the temple, with its t
where the old olivewood statue of Athena was place : e the Panathena
had the epithet polias, where Athena was in on of the city state. |
north, dedicated to Poseidon as he hag etock there in his bid to becom;
water. The west side of the ey : ower level than the east as the grou
Poseidon is three me : the east. Below the west end of the Erechtt
ena’s gift to the city.

To the sguth of the temple was added another porch, this time held up by colum
caryatids. These women guarded the site of the tomb of Cecrops, a legendary |
rested, just, on the ruined foundations of the old temple. So, thers was a link et
these reasons, the Erechtheion had great historical and religious significance fo
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N Another important temple w
to the Acropolis. Thisis the t
the victorious. 1t is the temp
spurce).

wui (prescriibed material) :
ycenaean Age, the Earth Mother, Gaia, we
Parnassus : Tohi. She used to utter prophecies guarded by her s¢
Zewus took ler, he sent two eagles 1o fiy in opposite directions and they
considered afthe centre of the world. Then the site became associated with Ap
wrestled with Python, killed him and then left Delphi to purify himself. He retur
over the giving of prophecies, in the winter he left and Dionysus took over,

People are often surprised at the accuracy of some of the prophecies. However,
tells us how important the site was in inter-city relations, and as a Panhellenic si
influential Greek cities together called the Amphictyonic League. With so many |
coming to the site from so many nations, it is thought that the officials here kne
and could give sound advice.

Sacred way (entrance marked X on plan ~ prescribed material)
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The Panhellenic sanctuary at Delphi was set on the
side of the mountain. A path, called the Sacred Way,
snaked its way up the slope. It was supposed to
represent the snake, Python, which Apclio had killed
to establish his oracle at Delphi. The entrance below
is through a gap in a wall, temenos, marking the
sanctuary itself.

As visitors made their way along the path, they could
see monuments erected by different city states, all
designed to make a political point or to showcase
their polis. Also, important private individuals placed
offerings for all to see, for example: '

5 ithens were great rivais and they s
“n other. In 370 BC Arcadia {area on the Pelo
over the Spartans and ‘rubbed their noses in it’
right opposite the Spartan one.

Bull of Corcyra {Corfu). Donated in thanks for a

Victory monuments
Votive off g

Offerings Uffering of Polyzelos ‘The Delphic Charioteer”,
Yative offerings of both Offering of the Tarentines, bronze statuss of hg
state and individuals victory over the Messapians.

Column of the Naxians, 10 m high column with
Treasuries Treasury of the Siphnians; treasury of the Athe

Below is the Treasury of the Athenians. Like many ather cities, Athens built this
this case as visitors walked up the Sacred Way to the Temple of Apollo. The trea
donated to and devoted to Apollo by the city in return for the god's advice.

\ § S 8

Above {right} is the famous statue of the Delphic charioteer. The statue was set
victory of the ruler of Gela {in Sicily) called Polyzelos and his chariot in the religic
Games, held at Delphi in 478 or 474 8.

%\ ,,,,,,,,,,,, |
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Temple of Apolio (A on plan page 32; prescribed material)

The Sacred Way climbed the hill and came to the centre of the sanctuary in fro
massive altar was situated given by the people of Chios, a Greek island off the w
people of Chios were allowed to consult the cracle first,

As with all Greek temples, the original on the site was a wooden temple (600s B
new temple was a donation from a high-profile Athenian family called the Alem
Pindar praising their temple.

Given the restrictions of the site it was by necessity long and thin, 6 columns ac
columns. It had a specially constructed terrace wall to support the south side. T
earthguake in 373 BC but was rebuilt according to the original plans.

The columns can be seen 1o the east {left in the imag

approached by a ramp. In the porch were wi :
passed into the noos where there
vases would alse have be

ch as Know Thyself an
i flame and the cult statue. Gift
1 west {right in the ahove} was an inne
was the cham? s 2.iere people received prophecies from the wom
> She is supposed 1o have sat in & tripod over a chasm
of the frequent earthquakes).

possibly as &

ried inside them 1
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Consultations only happened once a month for the nine months that Apolio wa
consultations were not guaranteed. After the Pythia had washed 1o purify hers
the head of a goat. I it shoolc itself this was a sign that the consultation could g
the altar of the Chians.

Kylix consulting the Pythia (prescribed material)

This is a red-figure kylix, shallow drinking cup, dated 440-430 &C, by
the Kodros Painter showing {possibly] King Aesgeus in front of the
Pythia. Only men could have a consultation. Notice that the Pythia is
literally sitting in a tripod holding a laurel branch and dish for pouring
libations. The king is consulting her. As King of Athans, he wanted 1o

When she told Aegeus not to slee
him ‘not to uncork his wine bottle’
help interpret the answer, but it w
advice as the argument was alway
interpreted the advice properly.

To consult the Pythia, it was necges
sacrificial cake called a pelonos. Ho
generously to the sanctuary thent
Croesus was one such privileged p
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Pythian Games

The Sanctuary at Delphi was not purely dominated by politics. The Pythian Gam
honour of Apollo at Belphi. They were held every four vears, two years after the
Apolio’s victory over the Python and the establishment of his oracle. important
competitions for the usual track events but also art and dance, and women werg,
events. Victors received a wreath of laurel leaves sacred 1o Apollo.

Originally the arts contest consisted of a hymn to Apollo, as the god responsible f
and playing the aulos were added. Poetry and prose contests were another featur
poetry competitions also included tragic plays. The last competitions to be introd

page 32 — prescribed material}

Stadium (S on page 32 — prescribed material)
The stadium was, strictly speaking, outside the
wall of the sanctuary. Religion and athletics were
also closely linked. In Section B is an extract from
Homer's fliad depicting athietics and equestrian
contests at the funeral games for Patroclus. The
athletics competition at Delphi included four
types of running race, including the type in full
armour, aiso wrestling, boxing, pankration, and
the pentathion. These all tool place in the
stadium. Chariot racing took place on the last day
of the games, but not at Delphi as there was no
land flat enough. It was in the valley below and
further along towards the coast.

Pindar

The Pythian G ;

those who! Fthrious. He celebrated the towns that the victors came f
associated h place. Extracts from his poems can be found in Saction B.
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Olympila (prescribed material)

At Olympia, the sanctuary 1o Zeus was called the Altis, a corrupt version of the
was rich in plane trees, wild olives, poplars, oaks and pines. The olive was sacre
there was probably a prehistoric tree cult. The Greeks believed that the olive w

a3k

3
it

i ».m:ijﬁ(m‘\

L 3

Key buildings discussed below

Number Name
1 Tempile of Zeus
2 Ash Altar
9 Treasuries
i8 Echo Stoa
i3 Stadium
5 Pelopeion
3 Temple of Hera

AUL Y aOlympia. it was COPYRIGHT
Ponhellenic shrines. Zeus in many othe soworshipped here, There PROTECTED

Greek worldly : ter Pausanias says he found 43 statues to Zeu
famous sta ist

Towards the end of the Bark Ages each city state sent regresentatives to a relig
that an athietics contest would be appropriate for this religious site. The contes
August. The Olympic Games were so important that the Greeks calculated their
Clympic Games. For 200 years Olympia had no buildings, only a sacred area to Zg
important to remember that the Olympic Games was a religious festival,

The site was also associated with two hero cults: Pelops and Heracles. Buildings E
years. The Pelopeion was a shrine to Pelops {plan no: 5). There was a single colu
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was from the palace of the legendary king Oinomaos {see the story below}. On
were surrounded by a hedge and later a wall, peopie hung votives. Later, altars
and offerings were placed on thase.

Heracles was linked to Olympia as he was supposed to have celebrated games i
completing his labours.

Temple of Zeus (presaribed materal)
The Temple of Zeus was renowned for its
sculptural decgration, which gave moral
messages 1o those who viewed it. The east
pediment showed a tense set of figures.

Oinomaos was a local king and anyone
wanted to marry his daughter Hirg
had to beat him ina ¢hr
who lost, Jdi & “E to beat
Cinomaos variot and horses were
divine. Pelopg®&5s a challenger and,
knowing he could not win fairly, bribed
Cinomaos’ charict driver {kings did not
drive themselves!}. Pelops promised the
chariot driver that he could sleep with his
new wife. So, with the heip of the chariot
driver, Pelops replaced the chariot’s axles
with wax, which of course melted, and
Pelops won. However, Pelops not only
went back on his word but he murdered
the chariot driver to keep the secret safe.
The tall figure in the middle of the
pediment {right) is Zeus, God of Qaths. As
a result of breaking his nath, Pelops and
his descendants were cursed. The
message for the participants at Olympia was do not cheat, and keep your word.

Thessaly,
Pirithous,

made the
They grab
particular
centaurom

the Parthe

The west padiment showed a fight.
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Metopes

inside the porches at each end of the Temple of Zeus was a set of six metopes.
Heracles, and it is here that the labours were sef at twelve. They celebrated th
the hard work, strain and endurance of participants facing the events of the Ol
sometimes fatal. The Temple of Zeus shows an image of Heracles cleaning the stg
Clympia, and so a ‘local labour’. Z

Pheidias’s statue (prescribed material)
inside the Tempie of Zeus was the cult statue. Today only flat stones
suggest where the base was. The statue was one of the original Seven
Wonders of the World, it was made of chryselephantine, which is gold and
ivory, by Pheidias in 435 BC. It was seated, and had it have been able to
stand, it would have burst
through the roof. Even seated, it
was 12.4 m tall. Pecpie came to
view the statue, as remember,
worship did not take place inside
the temple.

Pausanias describes the votive

offerings in the temple, and

many bronze horses have been

discovered at the site. What

could be given and wher
.

placed was
the Eleans : 2d the
site}. Peoplel not free to give and leave votives as they wished,
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Ash altar (p

Zeus but outsivie the Temple of Hera, which was the original temple on the site,
to Zeus and Hera.

The altar was built from ash; it was cone-shaped and stood at nearly 8 metres,
the most sacred part of Clympia. In fact, sacrifices to Zeus were made every do
were not on. The ashes from sacrifices were made into a paste with water from
added to the altar. Being organic, the altar has not survived. The sacrifices wer
Heracles. There were other altars on the site which appeared as the site develo

Treasuries (prescibed material)
Again, politics and religion mixed, most
notably in the form of treasuries {far
right of image on the slope}.

Like those at Belphi, the treasuries were
small temple-like buildings which
displayed the votive offerings of city
states and items won in war. The position
of the treasuries was important as
people had to walk by them o get io the
events at the stadium. The trave! writer
Pausanias saw some of the treasuries:

%\‘&\

Pausanias in his Guide to Greece: 6. 19
describes the Sicyonian treasury.

[2] Myron built it to commemorate a victory in the chariot-race ot the thi
he made two chombers, one Dorion and one in the lonic style. | saw that
whether the bronze is Tartession, os the Eleons declare, | do not know.

[4] On the smaller of the chambers at Clympio are inscriptions, which info
bronze is five hundred tolents, and that the dedicators were Myron and th
chamber gre kept three quoits {round discs), being used for the contest of
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bronze-plated shield, adorned with pointings on the inner side, and along
greaves. An inscription on the armour says that they were dedicoted by th
Various conjectures have been made as to who these Myanians were. [..] &

{6] There are placed here other offerings worthy to be recorded, the sword:
the ivory horn of Amaltheia, an offering of Miitiades the son of Cimon, wh
in the Thracian Chersonesus. On the horn is an inscription in old Attic char
dedicated by the men of Chersonesus, after they had taken the fortress of
Miltiades.

There stands also a box-wood image of Apollo with its head plated with g
was dedicated by the Locrians who live near the W Cape, and that t
the son of Catillus. :

Echo Stoa (prescribed material) N
A stoa is a covered walkway
used for a meeting people,
selling, or religious or public
meetings. The Echo Stoa was
built in 350 BC, quite late on
in the development of
Clympla. It was about 87 m
long, and thin, being around
only 12 m wide. On the
cutside was a set of Doric
columns, with an internal
lonic column which divided
the inside into two corridors.,
It was especially useful for
people to meet out of the sun as there was little shade over the whole site.

Until 350 8¢ the Temple of Zeus was visible from the stadium, and this may have
the events held in the stadium were becoming less religious in importance, or th
people perhaps made the sanctuary feel less religious. For whatever reason, the
being the east side of the Sanctuary of Zeus. And yes, there was an echo. Appar
the voices could echo up to seven times along the stoa.
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Stadium {prescibed matesrial)

The stadiu

originally part of the holy sanctuary but was later moved to o
events took place. The following programme developed over the years.

Box for judges ;

Starting line

.

Day Athletics event Reli
Boys’ running Swearing in before the Stat
1 Speeches and poems, possibility bouleuterion {administration
competitive Private prayers and sacrificey
Chariot races, horse races,
5 Pentathlon (discus, javelin, jumping | Ceremonies to honour Peiop
) with weights, running and wrestling) | Singing of victory hymns -
Feasting
3 foot races Pracession of officials and cc
Sacrifice of 100 oxen -
4 Wrestling, boxing, pankration, race
inarmour
5 Feasting Procession to the Temple o

olive wraaths

The scholar Paul Cartledge said: ‘For the ancient Greeks, the sport of the Clymp:

religious exercise — a display of religious devotion and worship.’
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Rituals and Priests

Basic temple

doubde
R

As we have seen, temples we
whan visiting earth. Tre
there. A tergaiiiac

visit the st
front, some

3
R

N
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0On page & we have seen the different ways that the gods could be honoured an
avoided. There were very strict procedures in performing the rituals and so pries
make sure everything was done properly and without errors. The Greek word foi
priestess hiereio. The word hiereus means ‘one who sacrifices to a god’. Howevei,

priestesses were controlled by the city state and were not independent. They w

carry out duties for the various festivals. A priest’s main job was to look after the

temple and to perform ceremonies and sacrifices,

Difference between modern and Greek priast
Greek Priest | Ma

Part-time ly full-time
Temporary job ermanent Job
No training Training needed :
QOversee correct proce Oversee many cereme:

Priests we ant people in the community. They were believed to have th
SO Were resg nd trusted. There were several ways you could become a pr
1. Your mother or father was a priest

2. Youwere made a priest by a dying priest

3. Youwere chosen by lot

4. You bought the priesthood

The oidest and most common method of becoming a priest was by inheritance.
families controlled priesthoods, which were passed down from one generation t

they had descended from the gods or heroes or that they had a proven track recy

gods. For example, on the Acropolis at the Erechtheion, two important Athenian:

Poseidon Erechtheus were hald by two branches of the same family, the Ftecbo
in 451 BC passed laws making it possible for more Athenian citizens to be eligible

of restriction as he introduced in the law that both mother and father had to be

the scholar Stephen Lambert this resulted in ‘a more exclusive model’.

Role of women in Greek religion (presaiibed knowledge)

in the home women had few religious roles, other than the ritual washing of bri

the dead. They did not conduct worship. However, they were not so rastricted o

participation depended upon whether they were married or not.

Roles for women in religion

Role Description
Carried a basket wwn objects from t
Arrephoros “Acropolis and carried

Unmarried

Grinder the ground flour to make the cakes

girls had to do this before they married.

Dressed up as bears! This was at the festivaly

sket carrier Baskets carrying instruments for sacrifice

Participant Held in honour of Demeter Thesmophoros
Thesmophoria and agriculture
Eleusinian
Marri 25 12-14
arried Mysteries See pages

Most important Priestess was that of Athen

Priesthoads Pythia who gave the oracies at Delphi
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The Parthenon Frieze is important as evidence for the participation of women in
jugs to the actual presentation of the peplos.

Blood sacifices (presaibed knowledge)

On an everyday basis, small offerings were made of flowers and grain, sometim
was believed the gods were most pleased and honoured with a sacrifice of ani
again has origins as far back as Homer and Hesiod, and most of our evidence co
animais for slaughter were sheep, goats, and cows/oxen. At the Eleusinian Mys

The events in a typical blood sacrifice

Animal A suitable animal was chosen and prepared, often being
People Wore their best outfits
Procession Animal and peopie — whoie town/family
Qutside the temple at the altar
Hands were washed
Arrival Basket holding straw hid the knife
Music
The animal had water and grain put on its head, forcing
Animal killed - larger animals were stunned with an axe fig;
Killing Women sang, the blood was caught in a bow! and poured
A hecatomb was the sacrificing of 100 oxen
Burned offal — liver, kidneys, plus ones and some
The Feast Meat distributed to thase &
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Two women, back to back, are preparing t
them with stemmata or ribbons. The wom
beautiful peplos and their hairis held in a
decorated crown, ; garrings are sh

Advantages of blood sacrifices

Religious

® Maintain a good relationship between gods e Community pro
and men Unite the comm

& Linite the community Celebrate the g

s Ask for favours

®  Thank gods for favours {i.e. victory}

]

&

Libations (prescribed

Alibation was ater, wine or milk; in

N

o
W
O
o
3
Z
D
3
2
=
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-3
o
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<,
=3
D
=)
>
5
o
o
@
=3,
>

tection or giving thanks, when not at home, an
When travelling by road or sea

2. Atimportant dinners to remember where foo
3. Atgraves

B

Votives (prescribed knowledge)

Artemis pouring a libation
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in this section we look at extracts from Greek literature linked to religion and ph

Authors listed in the specification are:
&  Hesiod

¢ Homer

s Xenophanes

e Plato {for Socrates)

The material in Section 8 has been chosen to support the topics linked to the ab

Hesiod: 7heogony 116—506 «

Read the following passages about the origins of the gods and answer the questt.:é;é

1151338

Chaos came to be, but next wide-bosomed [= protective and fertile] Earth, the
deathiess ones who inhabit the peaks of snowy Olympus, and dim Tartarus in
Earth, and Eros [desire/love], fairest among the deathless gods, who unnerves
mind and wise counsels of all gods and all men within them. From Chaos came
from Night were born Asther and Day, whom Earth conceived and bore from
Earth first gave birth 1o starry Heaven, equal to herself, to cover her on every
abiding-place for the blessed gods. And she brought forth long hills, graceful h
who dwell amongst the glens of the hills. She bore also the fruitless deep with

Cronos the wily, youngest, and most terrible of her children, and he hated his

afterwards she lay with Heaven and bore deep-swirling Oceanus, Coeus and Cr
Theia and Rhea, Themis and Mnemosyne and gold-crowned Phoebe and lovely

139148

nid made the thunderboit: in all else they

And again, she bore the Cyg g in spirit, [140] Brontes, and Stery

ST their foreheads. And they were surnamed Cyclope
ir foreheads). Strength and might and craft were in thelr wo

[149-~172 Earth produces more monsters and Cronos who wants to kil his fathe
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173--208
Cronos volunteers to overthrow his father and gives a speech:

S0, Cronos said: and vast Earth rejoiced greatly in spirit, and set and hid
him in an ambush, and put in his hands a jagged sickle. [Cronos castrates
his father — s0 stopping him having any more offspring... he throws
everything into the seal

and a white foam spread around them and [...] there grew a maiden. First
she drew near holy Cythera {an island} and from there, afterwards, she
came to Cyprus, surrounded by the sea, and came forth an y\;fui and

responsi ; :
deceits wi tight and love and graciousness.

208-234
But these sons whom he fathered great Heaven (Guranos) used to call Titans {
said that they strained and did presumptucusly a fearful deed, and that venge
afterwards. And Night bore hateful Doom and black Fate and Death, and she b
Dreams. And again, the goddess murky Night, though she lay with none, gave
and the Hesperides who guard the rich, golden appies and the trees bearing fr
she gave birth to the Destinies and ruthless avenging Fates, Clotho and Laches
their birth both evil and good to have, and they pursue the transgressions of

goddesses never cease from their dread anger until they punish the sinner wit

Also, deadly Night bore Nemesis to afflict mortal men, and after her, Deceit 3
and hateful Age and hard-hearted Strife. But hated Strife gave birth to painful
Famine and tearful Sorrows, Fighting also, Battles, Murders, Manslaughters, Qi

Lawlessness and Ruin, all of one nature, and Oath who most troubles men upod
swears a false cath. :

[234~288 sg bed and some monsters]

289318

But Chrysaor was joined in love to Callirrhoe, the daughter of glorious Ocean,
Mighty Heracles slew him in Erythea, surrounded by the sea, by his shuffling o
the wide-browed oxen to holy Tiryns [...] And in a hollow cave she bore anothe?
wise like either to mortal men or to the undying gods, the goddess fierce Echi
glancing eyes and fair cheeks, and half again a huge snake [..] and she keeps g
grim Echidna, a nymph who dies not nor grows old all her days.
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Men say that Typhaon the terrible, outrageous and lawiess, was joined in fov
glancing eyes. So, she conceived and brought forth fierce offspring; first she b
and then again she bore a second, a monster not to be overcome and that may
who eats raw flesh, the brass-sounding hound of Hades, fifty-headed, relentle
bore a third, the evil-minded Hydra of Lerna, whom the goddess, white-arme
beyond measure with the mighty Heracles. And Heracles, the son of Zeus, of ¢
together with warlike iolaus, destroyed her with the unpitying sword through

[320~413: the birth of minor deities and monste

454~506 Hesiod describes how Zeus came to power

But Rhea was ‘married’ to Cronos and bore splendid children, Hestia, Demeter, &
Hades, pitiless in heart, who dwells under the earth, and the loud-crashing Eart
Zeus, father of gods and men, by whose thunder the wide earth is shaken.

Cronos swallowed these as each came forth from the womb to his mother's knee
of the proud sons of Heaven should hold the kingly office amongst the deathless |
and starry Heaven that he was destined 1o be overcome by his own son, strong t
planning of great Zeus.

R R,

Therefore, he kept no blind cutlock, but watched and swallowed down his childs
Rhea. But when she was about to bear Zeus, the father of gods and men, then sk
Earth and starry Heaven, to devise some plan with her that the birth of her dea
that retribution might overtake great, crafty Cronos for his own father and also fi)
swallowed down. -

And they readily heard and obeyed their dear daughter, and told her all that wa
Cronas the king and his stout-hearted son. So they sent her to Lyctus, to the rich
ready to give birth to great Zeus, the youngest of her children. Earth received hin
nourish and to bring up. To that place came Earth carryi :
took hirn in her arms and hid him in a remote cavgs
Mount Aegeum; but to the mightily ruling
stone wrapped in swaddling ¢ :
knew not in his heart ths

the secret places of &
the earlier king of the g
wetook it in his hands and thrust it d
nie stone his son was left behind, uncong
force and might and drive him from his honours,
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Hesiod: Works and Days

Hesiod gives us his understanding of the nature of the gods, the refationship bety
for their worship. -

44~58
For the gods keep hidden from men the means of life. Else you would easily dos
vou for a full year even without working; {45] soon you would put away your r
up fishing] and the fields worked by ox and sturdy mule would run to waste. BL
hid it, because Prometheus the crafty deceived him; therefore, he planned sorg
[S0] He hid fire; but that the noble son of lapetus stole again for men from Ze

gathers the clouds said to him in anger: ‘Prometheus S %Eapetus, surpassin
glad that you have outwitted me and stolen fire; fague to you yours

1i10-121

First of ali {110] the deathless gods who dwell on Glympus made a golden rac

time of Cronas when he was reigning in heaven. And they lived like gods [115]
remote and free from toil and grief: miserable age rested not on them; but wi
they made merry with feasting beyond the reach of all evils. When they died,

overcome with sleep, and they had all good things; for the fruitful earth unfor
and without stint. They dwelt in ease and peace upon their lands with many g
and loved by the blessed gods.

127-132

Then they who dwell on Olympus made a second generation which was of silv

fike the golden race neither in body nor in spirit. {130} {...]. But when they wer

the full measure of their prime, they lived only a little time and in sorrow beca

could not keep from sinning and [135] from wronging one another, nor wouid

sacrifice on the holy altars of the blessed ones as it iy men to do where:

son of Cronos was angry and put them awa would not give hon COPYRIGHT

an Olympus. PROTECTED
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141200
More generations are made, each worse than the next. Hesiod believes he is am

[174] Thereafter, | wish | were not among the men of the fifth generation, {175
been born afterwards. For now truly is a race of iron, and men never rest from
from perishing by night; and the gods shall lay dreadful trouble upon them. Bu
good mingled with their evils. [180] And Zeus will destro race of mortal m
have grey hair on the temples The father will no : is children, nort
guest with his host, nor comrade with
dishonour their parents as they «
hearted they, not know!
nurture, foros
no favou ho keeps his cath or for the just or for the good; but r
doer and B ent dealing. Strength will be right, and respect will cease to be
worthy man, speaking false words against him, and will swear an oath upon th
delighting in evil, with scowling face, will go along with wretched men one and

2 oid, and will nag at them, telling t
the gods, They will not repay their aged

239-245

But for those who practise vicience and crue! deeds, far-seeing Zeus, the son of
{240} Often even a whole city suffers for a bad man who sins and devises presumn;
Cronos lays great trouble upon the people, famine and plague together, so that
women do not bear children, and their houses become few, [245] through the ¢
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Homeric |

The Homeric Hymns were written, scholars believe, at the same time as Homer |
by him. In the Homeric Hymns we are told of the personality, power and respong:

WS (additional relevant literature)

Homeric Hymns: to Athena’
11: Of Pallas Athena, guardian of the city, | begin to sing. Dread is she, and wit}
the sack of cities and the shouting and the battle. It is she who saves the peop!
come back.

Hail, goddess, and give us good fortune with happiness!

virgin, savipur of cities, courageo
Zeus himself bore her from :
gods as they gazed, B
aegis, sh : s
earth roury cried fearfully, and the sea was moved and tossed with darl
suddenly: the bright Son of Hyperion stopped his swift-footed horses a long whi
Athena had stripped the heavenly armour from her immortal shouiders. And w
And so, hail to you, daughter of Zeus who holds the aegis! Now | will remembe

- arraved in warlike arms of flashing
prang quickly from the immortal head and sto
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The Gods of Homer®
Homer: Book 1

Councif of the gods: -
The gods meet and we start to get to know their personalities as Homer portrays:
behave as ordinary mortals. Poseidon is away accepting sacrifices. Like many the
festival. Zeus is depicted as Father of men and gods. He is very much like a Gree
other gods are respectful. In her address Athena says: Father, Son of Cronos, Kin
like and tries to be fair: let us put our heads together and see how we can help h
be pacified.

Tell me, O Muse, of that many-sided hero who travelled far and wide after he
Tray. Many cities did he visit, and many were the p whose customs
many things he suffered at sea while seeki wn life and to achiev
companions; but do what he might b is men, for they perishe
racklessness in eating the ¢ ‘ 5 god Helios; so the god prevented t
Tell me, as you have t o came before me, about all these things, O .

Now Poseicion had gone off to the Ethiopians, who are at the world's end, and
looking West and the other East. He had gone there to accept a hecatomb {sac
sheep and oxen and was enjoying himself at his festival; but the other gods me
Zeus, and the father of gods and men spoke first. At that moment he was think
killed by Agamemnon's son Orestes; so he said to the other gods:

‘he knew it would be the death of him; for | sent Hermes to warn him not to dc
Orestes would be sure to take his revenge when he grew up and wanted to rety
in all good will, but he would not listen, and now he has paid for everything in

Then Athena said, ‘Father, son of Cronos, King of kings, it served Aegisthus righ
who does as he did; but Aegisthus is neither here nor there; it is for Odysseus t
think of his sufferings in that lonely sea-girt island, far away, poor man, from a
covered with forest, in the very middle of the sea, and a goddess lives there, d
who looks after the bottom of the ocean, and carries the great columns that k
This daughter of Atlas has got hold of poor unhappy Gdysseus and keeps trying
to make him forget his home, so that he is tired of life, and thinks of nothing bél
the smoke of his own chimneys. You, sir, take no heed of this, and yet when O
not win your favour with many a burnt sacrifice? Why then should you keep on

And Zeus said, ‘My child, what are you talking about? How can | forget Odysseis
capable man on earth, nor more liberal in his offerings to the immortal gods th
however, that Poseidon is stili furious with Odyssey, ing blinded an eye
Polyphemus is son to Poseidon by the nvmal ughter to the sea-kingi
will not kill Odysseus outright, h by preventing him from his ho
heads together and see h : him to return; Poseidon will then be

mind he cg dliid
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2 English {Samuel Butler, Based on public domain edition, revised by Timothy Power and Gregory Nagy., 19
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Homer Odyssey Book &

‘Father Zeus, and you other blessed gods that are forever, [...] no one rememb
people whose lord he was; yet gentle was he as a father. He abides in an isiand§j
halls of the nymph Calypso, who [15] keeps him there by force; and he cannot &
has at hand no ships with oars and no comrades to send him on his way over t
now again the suitors are planning to slay his well-loved son on his homeward
news of his father [20] to sacred Pylos and to goodly Sparta’

Then Zeus, the cioud-gatherer, answered her, and said: {...] Did you not devise
take vengeance on these men at his return? {25} But concerning Telemachus,
you can, that completely unharmed he may reach his native land, and the suitc:
thwarted in their purpose.

The Odyssey with an English Translation by AT

n ¥wo volumes. Camb
ion

Herms is sent to tefl th Foso that Odysseus must go home.

‘ Foave grew a luxuriant wood, alder and poplar and sweet-smeilisy
tong of wing were wont to nest, owls and falcons and sea-crows with chattering
on the sea. And right there about the hollow cave ran traliing a garden vine, in p
clusters. [70] And fountains four in a row were flowing with bright water hard by
way, one that. And round about soft meadows of violets and parsiey were bloon
who chanced to come, might gaze and marvel, and delight his soul; [75] and the
and marvelled. But when he had marvelled in his heart at all things, straightway
did Calypso, the beawtiful goddess, fall to know him, when she saw him face to f
are not unknown to one another, even though one dwells in a home far away. [

{851 And Calypso, the beautiful goddess, guestionsd Hermes, when she had m
chair: "Why, pray, Hermes of the golden wand, have you come, an honourable
usually come. Speak what is in your mind; my heart bids me fulfil it, [S0] if fulfil;
has fulfilment. But follow me further, that | may set before you entertainment’
before him a table laden with ambrosia, and mixed the amber nectar.

{95] But when he had dined and satisfied his soul with food, then he made ans
You, a goddess, did question me, a god, upon my arrival, and | will speak my w
was Zeus who ordered me come against my will, [100] Who of his own will wo
salt sea-water? Nor is there at hand any city of mortals who offer to the gods s
[sacrifices of a hundred animais]. But it is in no way possible for any other god
Zeus, who bears the aegis. [105] He says that there is here with vou a man mos
warriors who around the city of Priam fought for nine years and in the tenth y
departed homeward. But on the way they sinned & wena, and she sent
fong waves. [110] There all the rest of his goe ds perished, but as for
they bore him, brought him here ; ] i;ou to send him on his way
fate to perish here far fro : t it is still his fate to see his friends a
house and hi Degid
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50, he sp Calypso, the beautiful goddess, shuddered, and she spoke, &
wards: ‘You are cruel, © gods, and quick to envy above all other things, seeing
that they should mate with mortal men [120] openly, if any takes a mortaias h
even 50 again do you all now begrudge me, U gods, that a mortal man should
since it is in no wise possible for any other god to evade or make void the will ¢
him go his way, it Zeus thus orders and commands, [140] over the unresting se

{Calypso agrees to let Odysseus go. Odysseus builds o raft and sets saif}
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But the glorious Earth-shaker, as he came back from the Ethiopians, beheld him
the Solymi: for Odysseus was seern by him sailing over the sea; and he grew all t
his head, and he spoke [...] ‘Surely the gods have changed their purpose regardi
the Ethiopians. And behold, he is near 1o the land of the Phaeacians, where itis
honds of the woe which has come upon him. [290] Yes, but even yet, | think, i s
5o saying, he gatherad the clouds, and seizing his trident in his hands troubled t
manner of winds, and hid with clouds land and sea alike; and night rushed down

Euripides wadditional relevant literature) .
Failureto h the gods properly resulted in punishment. Being left out of prag
vengeful. Another way to anger the gods was to show Aubris, pride inone’s owr
due acknowledgement that the gods had helped. Hubris in a person would lead §
brought downfall. The following extract is from the opening of the play (Prologu@}%

Aphrodite 5_
Mighty and of high renown, among mortais and in heaven alike, | am calied theéf
who dwell between the Euxine Sea and the Piliars of Atlas and look on the light
who reverence my power, but | lay low all those who think proud thoughts ag
one finds this trait: they enjoy receiving honour from mortals.

The truth of these words | shail shortly demonstrate. [10] Hippolyius, Thesaus

ward of holy Pittheus, alone among the citizens of this land of Troezen, says t
He shuns the bed of love and will have nothing to do with marriage. [15] Inste
Artemis, Zeus's daughter, thinking her the greatest of divinities. In the green w
maiden goddess, he clears the iand of wild beasts with his swift dogs and has
than mortal. [20] To this pair | feel no grudging ill-will: why should 1? Yet for his
Hippolytus this day. | have already come a long way with my plans and | need
when he came from Pittheus' house [25] to the land of Pandion to see and cel
Demeter, his father's high-born wife Phaedra saw him, and her heart was seizeg
design. And before she came to this land of Troezen, [30] she built, hard by the
to Aphrodite overlooking this land since she loved a foreign love. After ages sh :
Aphrodite-Next-Hippolytus.

K0 sght, and the young r COPYRIGHT
rd [45] Poseidon granted as a gift) PROTECTED

:)s»'ayer%ulﬂiﬁed. But Phaedra, noble though
ne as to let my enemies off from [50] such pengl

[..}{shall reveal the matter to Theseus and
be killed by his father with the cur '
Theseus pray to the go :
not set such <4

But now |- polytus caming, finished with the toil of the hunt, and so | sha
throng of his servants treads ciose at his heels [55] and shouts, singing the pra
Clearly, he does not know that the gates of the Underworid stand open for hirr.
iast he shall ever ook upon.

Exit Aphrodite
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Enter Hippolytus, carrying o gorlend, with o chorus of servants

Hippolytus {sung) Come follow me and sing of Zeus's heavenly daughte

of Servants (sung) and of Zeus, of maidens the fairest by far, who dwe!
court of your goad father, the gilded house of Zeus.
fairest of all who dwell in Olympus

Hippolytus For you, lady, | bring this plaited garland | have mad
crown for your golden hair from a worshipful hand.
privilege: [85] | spend my days with you and speak w
never see your face. May | end my life just as | have

Servant Lord—one should add

advice from
Hippolytus Else | should not seem wise.

Servant tule observed by mortals—do you know it?

Hippolytus Men have their likes, in gods

{lgnoring Aphrodite, Hippolytus goes insi

Should be wiser than mortols’,

Hippolyius and chorus  Lady, lady most reverad, daughter of Zeus, my greeti

ters as gods~—wc§§

Hippolytu No. What is the law you question me about?

Servant To hate what's haughty and not friend to all.

Hippolytus And rightly. Who that's haughty gives no pain?

Servant {951 And is there charm in affability?

Hippolyius Yes, much, and profit too with little toil.

Servant Do you think the same is true among the gods?

Hippolytus Yeas, i we humans follow heavenly usage.

Servant How then no word for a high and mighty goddess?

Hippolyius [100] Which? Careful lest your tongue commit some

Servant pointing to the statue of Aphrodite ::
The goddess here, who stands beside your gate.

Hippolytus | greet her from afar, for | am pure.

Servant Yet she's revered and famous among mortals.

Hippolytus | do not like a god worshipped at night,

Servant [107] My son, to honour the gods is only just.

Hippolytus dies following a
chariot accident
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Homerde Hymn to Demeter Gelevant to knowledge of the Fleusinian Mys

The myth behind the Eleusinian Mysteries is told in the Homeric Hymn to Demet

origin of events or practices is called an astiology. Many of the Homeric Hymns &

ter Persephone is abducted by Hades. Demet
stricken. She mourns for nine doys.

[S0] But re terrible and savage came into the heart of Demeter, an
with the da®¥Clouded Son af Cronos that she avoided the gathering of the god
the towns and rich fields of men, disfiguring her form a long while, And no one
wamen knew her when they saw her, untit she came to the house of wise Cele
Eleusis. Angered in her dear heart, she sat near the wayside by the Maiden We
place were used to draw water, [100] in a shady place over which grew an olive
ancient wornan who is cut off from childbearing and the gifts of garland-loving A;
children who deal justice, or like the housekeepers in their echoing halls, [105] T3
son of Eleusis saw her, as they were coming for easy-drawn water, to carry it in g
father's house: four were they and like goddessas in the flower of their girtheoo .
iovely Demo [110] and Callithos who was the eldest of them all.

The girls offer help and Demeter offers her help in return.

“Well could | nurse a new-born child, holding him in my arms, or keep house, o
recess of the well-built chamber, or teach the women their work.”

Callidice says her mother could use a nurse for the only son, her brother.

If you could bring him up until he reached the full measure of youth, any one of §
would straightway envy you, such gifts would cur mother give for his upbringing!

me this child whom the gods gave me in my old age and beyond my hope, [220
should bring him up until he reach the full measure of youth, any one of woman-
straightway envy you, so great reward would | give for hi ringing.’

mother gives Demeter the job: ‘But now, since you are come here, you shall havey

Demeter fo ihaon so well that she gradually turns him into an imn.

night to 'b W hté mortal spirit’, She cannot complete the job as his mothe

‘Demophoon, my son, the strange woman buries you deep in fire and works grig
[250] Thus she spoke, mourning. And the bright goddess, lovely-crowned Demet;
with her. So with her divine hands she snatched from the fire the dear son who
for in the palace, and cast him fram her to the ground; for she was terribly ang

2 https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus¥3Atext%3A1999.01.0138% 3 Ahymn%3 D2
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Demeter is angered at the attitude and loss of Demophoon: ;
“Witless are you mortals and dull to foresee your iot, whether of good or evil, theg
your heedlessness, you have brought about a folly past healing; for —be witness
relentiess water of Styx — [260] | would have made your dear son deathless and;
have bestowed on him everlasting honour, but now he can in no way escape dea}
unfailing hanour always rest upon him, because he lay upon my knees and slept &
years move round and when he is in his prime, the sons of the Eleusinians shall
with one another continually. Lol | am that Demeter who has share of honour a
of joy to the undying gods and mortal men. [270] But now, let all the people buil
below it and beneath the city and its sheer wall upon a rising hillock above Calii
rites, that hereafter you may reverently perform them and so win the favour of

reand her looks, thrus
as wafted from her swee.
while golden tresses spread dow
; ess as with lightning. And so she went o
appease the glorious goddess, quaking with fzar. B
owerful Celeus all things without fail, [295] as the lovely-crow
them. 5o 5 called the countless people to an assembly and bade them maks
Demeter and an altar upon the rising hillock. And they obeyed him right speedily;
doing as he commanded. As for the child, he grew like an immortal being.

[{275] When she had so said, the goddess cha
beauty spread round about her and a |
divine body of the goddess a i

Now when they had finished building and had drawn back from their toil, they
golden-haired Demeter sat there apart from ali the blessed gods and stayed, was:
bosomed daughter. [305] Then she caused a most dreadful and cruel year for ma
earth: the ground would not make the seed sprout, for rich-crowned Demeter ket
drew many a curved plough in vain, and much white barley was cast upon the |
would have destroyed the whole race of man with cruel famine and have robb
their glorious right of gifts and sacrifices, had not Zeus perceived and marked th

Finally, Zeus has to intervene, and he orders Persephone to spend six months in B

And rich-crowned Demeter did not refuse but straightway made fruit to spring
up from the rich lands, so that the whole wide earth was laden with leaves and &
flowers. Then she went, and to the kings who deal justig ylemus and

Diocles, the horse-driver, [475] and to doughty E g Celeus, leader of COPYRIGHT

Staught them all her PROTECTED

The image, right, shows a part reconstruction of the Great Fleusinian Relief with
Demeter {left), Persephone (right} and Triptolemos {centre}. This is a Roman -
copy based an a Greek original of about 450-425 bC found at Eleusis.
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Oedipus the King (addiional relevant literature)
Before the palace of Oedipus in Thebes supplionts of all oges are seated on the

in the robes of a king: for ¢ moment he gozes sifently on the groups of the oltars,

Cedipus

My children, latest-born wards of old Cadmus, why do you sit before me like this

e

renowned by all. Tell me, then, venerabie old man—since it is proper that you
mood you sit here, one of fear or of desire? Be sure that | will gladly give you al
indeead if | did not pity such suppliants as these,

Priest of Zeus
Oedipus, ruler of my land, you see the
for flight, others, bowed with

sit {15] on your altars—

suppliants, while the city reeks with incense, [5] rings with prayers for health ang
unbefitting, my children, to hear these things from the mouths of others, and hay

& me of Zeus, and some, these hergj)

the foik sit [20] with wg

by fire. For the city, as you yourself see, is now so
ath the angry waves of death. [25] A blight has fallen on th
herds am e pastures, the barren pangs of women. And the flaming god, t
upon us, and ravages the town: he lays waste to the house of Cadmus, but enri

hecause we deem you the first among men in life's common fortunes and in de

in the market-place, and before the shrig

tears. It is not because we rank you with the gods that | and these children are sty
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Games in honour of the dead (additional relevant Berature and sources)
{liad 23 262--284: Games to honour Patroclus, close friend of Achilies.

Then he {Achilles) stood up, and spoke among the Argives, saying: ‘Son of Atreu
Achaeans, these prizes lie waiting for the charicteers in the lists. if for some oth
now holding contests, [275] surely it would be | that should win the first prize a
know how far my horses both surpass in excelience, seeing they are immaortal, a
them to my father Peleus, and he gave them to me. | truly will abide, land my s
valiant and giorious a charioteer have they lost, and one so kind, who full often
soft soil when he had washed therm in bright water. For him they stand and mo
manes are trailing, and the two stand there, grieving at heart. [285] But you oth

The vase above is called the Francois Vase and has
various myths running around each band of decoration,
One band depicts the funeral games for Patrocius,

The gomes included wrestling
Then the two, when they had girded themselves, stepped into the middle of th
each of the other in close grip with their mighty hands, even as the gable-rafter
famous craftsman joins together, that he may have shelter from the might of th
beneath the violent tugging of bold hands, [715] and the sweat flowed down in
with blood, sprang up along their ribs and shoulders; and ever they strove with
the hand-made tripod.

The games included g running race

Then they took their places in a row, and Achilles showed them the goal, and a
fram the turning-point. Then speedily the son of Olleus fg to the front, and
Cdysseus [...] and his feet trod in the fooisteps o he dust had sett
head beat the breath of goodly Odyss Sver swiftly on; and all the
as he struggled for victory, a d fi*as he strained to the utmost. But w
fast part of the cours sseus made prayer in his heart to flashin
goddess, cyel , he!per 10 my feet.” So he spoke in prayer, and Palla
fis limbs & feet and his hands above. But when they were now about to
Aias slipped®8%e ran—for Athena hampered him— [775] where was strewn th
bellowing bulis that swift-footed Achilles had slain in honour of Patroclus; and w
mouth and nostrils filled,
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Delphi (additional relevant literature)
Pindar was official poet of the games at Delphi and Clympia. There were also ot
Games and Isthmian Games, and he wrote poems for these too.

Some of Pindar's beliefs
He supports the origins of man and gods One is the race of men and
both derive the breath of lif
He sticks to anthropomaorphic ideas of the gods | We bear some likeness to th
perchance, or in bodily natu
course our master.

He believes in the power of the gods

Gods griginate good or evil es this and that; Zeu

Apolio: You that know the a
all the paths to it, ali the lea
spring, and the number of g
by waves and roaring winds:;

The controi of the universe
certain being

Gods tell the truth Apolio: he has no part in lies

For Megacles of Athens Four-Horse Chariot Race 436 s¢: Pythion 7

The great city of Athens is the most beautiful preiude of song, which the widely

Alcmaeonids can lay as a foundation of odes in honour of their horses, [5] What
name that is more illustrious in Greece? For in all cities the story [10] of the citiz
rounds, Apolio, how they made your dwelling in divine Pytho a marvel to see. Fi
song forward, and one outstanding triurmph [15] at Zeus' Olympian games, and t
and your ancestors'. | rejpice at this new success; but | grieve that fine deeds are
what they say: the abiding bloom of good fortune brings with it both good and b

Far Ergoteles of Himera Long Foot Race 466 aC
| entreat vou, child of Zeus the Deliverer, saving Fortune, keep protecting Himer: .
your favour swift ships are steered on the sea, and on dry land rushing battles |
is given. But men's expectations are often tossed up and therdack down, as the
falsehood. Never yet has any man on earth found a ken of what will h
understanding of the future is biind. [10] A any things fali out for
bringing to some reversal of dei: ht ing encountered grievous
their troubles for high SUcC

Ut

besade your own fields.
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As seen in Section A, Greek religion covered many aspects of Greek culture. Phil "
religion as it involved thinking about and attitudes towards the gods. It may be

philosophical thinking was developing even in the Dark Ages, and began in west
Gresk-speaking colonies. Especially important was Miletus {see map page 2}). Th
the first of the philosophical movemenis. One famous philosopher from Miletus

ideas How this was viewed @
First there was water No charges of impiety &
Uid not deny the existence of the gods

Xenophanes (prescribed authon)
Most people have heard of Socrates, and
Philosophical thinkers before him '

& extracts about his beligy
as Presocratic. One Presocratic ;1
1 of Ephesus in western Turkey {see
4 during the sixth century 8¢, He lived into old
teaching ing etirement age.

Seven and sixty years have now been wafting rmy meditations about the land of
CURFRAG.Hg-0267.8: Diogenes Laertius Lives

What Xenophanes believed and how this was viewed -
Xenophanes wrote poems, but most of what he wrote has not survived and we c
waorks made by other writers. It is clear that most people who quoted his poems |
What is important to know is that even as early as 5005 8C peaple were challeng
gods. Xenophanes said: ‘We all came from earth and water’. We could think that
but he did not. He was scepticaf about the nature of the gods. Scepticismisa fo

But mortals seem to have begotten {(created) Gods to have their own garb {ciot

He goes on to argue:

Now if horses or oxen or lions had hands or power to paint and make the works
would horses give their Gods horse-like forms in painting or sculpture, and oxen
own kind.

He criticised Homer and Hesiod:

Homer and Hesiod have ascribed unto the Gods all that is reproach and blame in}
adultery and deceit.

7.11 Sextus Empi

He did not f belief in polytheism or anthropomorphism saying:
There's one God greatest armong Gods and men, who is like to mortals neither ini
CURFRAG Hg-0267.22 (
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Xenophanes had strong views on nature. In fact he studied it so closely that he ¢
examination of fossils that water once must have covered all of the Earth's surfa
Greek religion also covered science.

Xenophanes declares that everything comes of earth, for this is what he himself
For all things come of earth and in earth all things end.
CURFRAG.Hg-0267.26 Aetius in Theo

Xenophanes in the poem ‘On Nature”: .
The sea is the source of water and the source of wind; for without the great ocea:
flowing rivers nor the rainwater of the sky; [...] the great o is the father of ¢
67.259 Scholiast ©

CURFRAG.Hg-0267.3

Brent from those of Homer and Hesiod who believeég

Anthrop®norphism

Matural phencmena being gods
Feelings, emotions same as gods
Morality set by gods

® 8 € ©

it is clear that Xenophanes's belief in one god, monotheism, did not bring about
religious authorities of his time. This is because he wrote poetry and had in effe
understocd his one god to be the all-powerful Zeus.

Socates: (prescibed knowledge and Merature)
Socrates was an Athenian philosopher who lived 470389 8¢ and whose words V\
written work survives actually written by Socrates. We rely on Plato, the historiag
The probiem here is the different views of Plato, Xenophon {a general and a hist
playwright. As a result, we cannot reconstruct accurately what he really thought

Socrates was not a sophist?

From about 450 8C Athens had become a dermocracy. Important decisions were
assembly and all citizens were eligible to vote and hold office. it followed that, irg
it was important to learn the art of public speaking, kno etoric. There wes
beliefs, as we have seen in Xenophanes. Science : gtics challenged lo
time prominent philosophers and scientif Drdinary schooling did not
in philosophy, physics, astronom geometry. The gap was filled by
teacher. The name mea ey were lecturers who, often non-Athenia:
teaching rhe :
to study. T sophists was to produce statesmen. They taught the yo
public and it gught of more importance to win an argument than to arrive
studied to improve public speaking skills. Some sophists claimed to be able to te
their ability to speak weall made them sound impressive on subjects about which
the sophists a bad name. The word sophist came to mean - and still does today
but dishonestly. It is important to know that Plato and Xenophon stated that So
the comic playwright Aristophanes claimed he was. E
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4 Elegy and lambus, with an £nglish Translation by § M Edimonds. Cambridge, MA. Harvard University Press,
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Asistophanes’ douds (additional relevant lterature)
Socrates was already very unpopular in the winter of 424-423 8. He was a goodﬁi
Clouds. Although Athenians understood satire, the comments stuck in the audier
maintains that The Jouds did not contribute to Socrates’ death, especially as t
drama competition.

in the following scene, Socrates appears suspended in the air above the stage. ﬁ
scientific theory probably from Diogenes of Apolionia, which connected thinking:
the body. The air higher up above the earth was supposed to be purer and sc S
up. This was written by Aristophanes for amusement, and we have no indicatio
Socrates thought, and indeed Socrates tells the jury in his trial that he is not as

Aristophanes needed a sophist. Most leading so
well known. Socrates was very public an
people’s beliefs he was used as ¢
reputed to be ugly when
in ethical is:
rhetoric, n

: , especially as he did no
1@ sophists though probably he w

in the play, the character Strepsiades enrols in the school of Socrates in the ho
against creditors in court. Now on stage, Strepsiades is fooking up and discover
basket, After some discussion on thought and air, Socrates lowers himself and

80c. And for what did you come?

Strep. Wishing to learn to speak; for by reason of moneylending, and mosti
pillaged and plundered, and have my goods seized for debt, ’

Soc. How did you get in debt without noticing it?

Strep. A horse-disease [gambling] consumed me--terrible at eating. But t
two causes, that which pays nothing; and | will swear by the gods,
reward you exact of me,

Soc. By what gods will you swear? For, in the first place, gods are not a c;‘
Strep. By what do you swear? By iron money, as in Byzantium? :

Soc. Do you wish to know clearly celestial matters, what they rightly ar

Strep. Yes, by lupiter, if it be possibie!
Soc. And to hold converse with the Clouds, our divinities?

Strep. By all means,

Soc. {with great solemnity) Seat yourself, tha

 sacred couch. COPYRIGHT
. PROTECTED

Strep. Weli, | am seated!

Soc. Take, then,

Strep. a wreath? Ah me! Socrates, see that you do not

Strep. = do all these to those who get initiated.

Strep. Then what shall | gain, pray?

Soc. You shall become in oratory a tricky knave {dishonest person}, a th
never stops talking], a subtle speaker. But keep guiet.

Strep. By lupiter! You will not deceive me; for if | am besprinkled, | shall bf
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Soc. it becomes the old man to speak words of good omen, and to hearl
King, immeasurable Air, who keepest the sarth suspended, and thr
respected goddesses, the Clouds, sending thunder and lightning, ar
mistresses, o your deep thinker!

Strep. Not vet, not yet, till | wrap this around me lest | be wet through. To
home without even a cap, unlucky man!

S0c. Come then, ye highly honoured Clouds, for a display to this man. W
sacred snow-covered summits of Olympus, or in the gardens of Fathy
with the Nymphs, or draw in golden pitchers the streams of the wa

Maeotic lake, or the snowy rock of Mimas, hearken to our prayer, ap
propitious to the sacred rites. -

Charges against Socrates .
Unlike philosophers before him, Socrates was charged with impiety on several gr

Charge

Introduced new deities

Did not accept the recognised deities
Corruption of youth

We have seen that impiety was a legal offence, and this meant going to trial. Aft
Socrates was found guilty and executed in 399 8¢, Details of Socrates’ defence afy
in Plato’s Apofogy. In this case apology means defence and not saying sorry — So¢:
definitely did not do that! in fact another author, Xenophon, tells us that Socrate%i
very aloof. .

Plato’s Apology

Socrates starts out by saying how he is not used to speaking:

176 For | thought it the most shameless part of their conduct that they are not a
immediately be proved wrong by the evidence of fact, when | show myself to be
unless indeed they call a person a skilful speaker who speaks the truth; for if this
agree that | am an orator—but not in their class. Now they, as | say, have said lit
hear from me nothing but the truth. And so, his defence is an excellent example

s’

‘risfaphanes comic pi
e the man portrayed by Ar

Meletus is one of Socrates’ accusers. it was
finding Socrates guilty. Here Socrote

dihe prejudice against me say to arouse it

& my legal accusers : ‘Socrates is a criminal and a

things be ndd in the heavens and making the weaker argument s
gthers th things.’ It is something like that, for you yourselves saw these
There was a Socrates being carried about there, claiming that he was walking on
ather nonsense, about which | know nothing whatscever. And | say this, notto h
knowladge, if anyone is wise about such matters {may | never have 1o defend m

a charge as thatl},—but I, men of Athens have nothing to do with these things.
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On the charge of corrupting the youth:
{26a] but either | do not corrupt them, or if | corrupt them then | do it unintentic
bath events. But if | corrupt them involuntarily, then for such involuntary errors,
bring people into court, but to take them and instruct and warn them in private.
about it, | shall stop doing that which | do involuntarily. But you avoided associat
and weare unwiliing to do 50, but you drag me here, where it is the law to summag
not instruction.

On his views of the gods:

Then, Maletus, for the sake of [26¢] these very gods about whom our speech no
to me and to these gentlemen. For | am unable to understand whether you say t
gods, and myself then believe that there are some god not altogether
in that way, that these, however, are not th e state believesin, b
accuse me for, that { believe in others do not myself believe in
unhelief to other people. Tt : hat you do not believe in gods at all;
do you say this? ' -

His argument continues, :
[27b—c} Is there any human being who believes that there are things applicable t
beings? Make Meletus answer, gentlemen of the jury, and don't let him make o
anyons who does not believe in horses, but does believe in things applicable to
that flute-players exist, but that things 1o do with fiute-players do? No there is ngg
helieves supernatural things exist, but does not believe in supernatural beings?
replying reluctantly when forced by thase gentlemen. .

Then do you say that | believe in supernatural things, whether new or old, and tex
believe in supernatural matters, according {o your statement, and you swore to -
belisve in supernatural matters, it is quite inevitable that | believe also in supern
is; for | assume that you agree, since you do not answer.

R RIS

[27d] But do we not think the supernatural beings are gods or children of gods? \
in supernatural beings, as you say, if these beings are sort of gods, that would be
you were saying in suggesting that |, while | do not believe in gods, | do believe i
beings If on the other hand, supernatural beings are a kind of children of gods, b
as they are said to be, what man would believe that there are children of gods,

ere are children &

“to'persuade any man COPYRIGHT
iai and divine existences and PROTECTED

[27e] It would be just as absurd as if one were o bali
horses and asses. No, Meletus, [...] there is now
it is possible for the same person to S
to believe in spirits or god :
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Divine justice (prescribed knowledge)

This concept went back to Homer, in Odyssey Book 1 Zeus says:

‘Look you now, how ready mortals are to blame the gods. It is from us, they say,

Atheng continues:

due; 50, 100, may any other alsc be destroyed who does such deeds’

in the council of the gods, Zeus compiaing about mortals who blame the gods fo
n of divine justice
punished and O

suffer through their own error. This belief set a sort of definiti
deserve. In the Odyssey, the suitors are punished, th
fame causes him to lose men in the Cyclops

in Plato’s Republic, Socrates aditional view of justice in terms of

mng of this very thing, justice, are we to state without exc
one has received from anyone, or may these very actions som

[331¢-33
paying bad
unjust?

right mind and then the friend, the lender should go mad and demand them bac
them in that case and that he who did so return them would not be acting justly
speak nothing but the truth to one who was in that state.”

“You are right,” he replied,

said Polemarchus breaking in

themselves, through their own blind folly, have sorrows beyond that which is or

‘Father of us all, thou son of Cronos, high above all lords, aye, verily that man lie .

| mean, for example, as everyone | presume would admit, if one took some weapy

“Then this is not the definition of justice: to tell the truth and return what one ha\

The scholar Peter Wyss explains Socrates” ideas:

{1) Nobody does wrong intentionally. If we act immorally, thisis because of a lf

understanding: i.e. ignorance.
{2} itis better to suffer an injustice than {o do an injustice.

What did Socrates believe?
Belief interpreta

He believed in the gods
He respected the gods
He was not an atheist

He did not believe int
He introduced new go
These beliefs ‘infacteq;

He discussed the gods and thought about theology but
never felt he had to prove the existence of the g
The nature of the gods: gods were s :
—gods help those who are gon

He used th “teaching: question

His words were clever
He discussas the gods
This type of guestioni

port of the gods as he had visited
Delphi, and Apolio had told him to practise philosophy

He believed in a daimonion: an inner voice
guiding him

The Athenians wanted
They did not foilow th
the divine
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There are important links on the OCR websiie which tell yvou:
®  What the examination paper will look like: zzed.uk/11776-SAM

+  What candidates do right and what do they do wrong: zzednuk/m‘l?&-exani

Keeping the examiner on your side:

Examiners only have a short time to mark your script — help them to see you at \,Eg
1. Answer the guestions in the order they appear on the guestion paper. Dcm’tEE

your guestion.
2. lsave aspace after each question, or even start ea
3. When answering guestions, try to avoid addi ‘
should avoid this. An examiner pref

n & new page.

ht through your guestio

introductions to 10
The exami o “OCR states:

‘Coandidote nswer questions directly and not waste time writing lengthy
introduction best. Haere are some suggested introductions which can be use

topics of Greel religion.

1. Ancient Greek society was deeply religious, but they did not have a word fo

with arrows andi

hiera, which referred to ‘holy matters’.

2. Tothe Greeks our modern ideas of religion, magic, science and philosophy
Greek religion.

3. The home, politics and entertainment were all influenced by the Greeks’ at

Making your points, succinctly:
1. Avoid making your essays like lists: ‘The next/third/sixth important point ab
2. Quotes should not be too long — ne more than a ling, or a few words. They

don't make up quotes! The learning of lists of quotations from the text is to

‘detailed reference’ does not require this and is not expected by examiners..
3. Make sure the argument links to the question. Use key words from the qued

you are not going adrift,
4. Aconclusion is reguired but should be no more than two sentences.

Setting your work oput:
1. Use paragraphs.

2. Do not use abbreviations Hes,, Soc., TZ0 {Tempie of Zeus at Olympia) as thi

those who can spell these terms correctly.

3. Alsg, long length of response does not mean a good respanse as better respe

‘rambling and long-winded’ {OCR examiners’ re

Using information outside the spe,
In vour study of other units, vadssia

maode o condidate stand out.” {OCR examiners’ report)

‘General’ essays

Essays which make points without any supporting detail are referred to as ‘gene

marks in the higher levels,
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Author General point
Heasiod Tells us the origins of the gods
What to do to stop the gods getting angry
Homer Gods are powerful
Gods have favourites be they ing or nations

Homeric Hymns

wlars: aim for two references
Sections A and B include ideas from a range of different scholars, though only wi
examiners’ report says: ‘Often o quote and a scholar would be mentioned but it v
topic under discussion, The best responses were gble to weave the ideas seamle

Guotations from scholars from even two centuries ago count as modern schola
twentieth centuries may not seem very modern to us but they are a key period
the time, flerce debates were conducted over the interpretation of Greek religion
guestions as we have tried to address in this guide.

Scolar Quaotation
Ludwig Preller Described polytheism as an inherent weakness of
18091841 Greek religion.
‘the idea of the unity of a group.” Gods were o ‘by-
product’ that emerged gradually out of pre-existing
rituals which exprassed group cohesion,

Jane Ellen Harrison
18501928

Jasper Griffin
19372019
William Allen
{current scholar)

E G Hermann Of Socrates’ methods: ; ‘ . C@PYRE@HT

Forms part of ¢ » svhich had caolled

{ewrrent scholor) traditio o qﬁesﬁon.’ PROTECTED

leremy Mclnerney tas links Apolio to Asclepius as Malos
{current scham sclepius’s ancastor.

Homer's epic is full of ‘really impressive gods’.

The gods offer divine justice.

‘societies create order by stigmatising certain

K

Nigel Spivay
{current scholar)
Louise Zaidman Religion... impregnated each and every civic
{current scholar) activity

Parthenon is a work of art
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Types of worship Panhellenic: local, private

Panhelienic City state [ Local
Asclepion ot Epidaurus Eleusinian Mysteries
Delphic Oracle Athenion Acropolis
Olympio

Roles of !
Whean con he role of women in Greek religion, details from the followin

Home: oikos City State: polis

Bridal procaessions Priestesses

Preparing animals: Nausicaa Painter
End of life ceremonies Panathenala procession/frieze

Eleusinian Mysteries: Ninnion Tablet
Also to be considered are the roles available to unmarried women and to marr

Where religion and politics meet
in this guide we have seen how religion and the state were linked.

R R RIS

Panhelienic City state Political significay
Athens Role of magistrates in religion :
Great Panathenaia to showcase the city and t

Significance of the decoration on the Barthen

Delphi Many leaders came and offerings were left to
seen in the Sacred Way
Olymipia Treasuries to show offg

Consider also:
Effect of acts of impiety on the stat
Miasma
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Spod, enterfalinment, and religion
1. Make a list of the sites where sport and religion took place.
2. Make a list of the sites where the theatre and religion took place.

Limitations on evidence
We have seen both visual and literary sources which give us evidence about Gres
always be limitations. Consider:

& \What sources tell us about the classical waorl
¢  Message in visual material
#  Bias of authors
What was the aud]

R

hey do not

Finally, study the examples of answers and see what examiners thought of them
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